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NOTES ON SOME OLD SIAMESE GUNS.

PAPER READ AT AN ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING O
THE SiaM SociETy, 14rH SEPTEMBER 1921,
sy C. A. SgymMour SEwrLi, M. A,
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In the Government Museum at Madras are four old Sismese
Cannon, received some years ago from the Arsenal at Tort: St.
" (George. When T was on a visib to tlie Madvas Presidency early in
1917 I met Dr. J. R. Henderson, then superintendent of the Museun,
‘who, on' learning that I came from Siam, asked me if I could assist
him to ascertain the meaning.of certain inscriptions on these cannon
which. he understood to be in Siamese characters. I promised to do
what T could in the matber, and he subsequently sent me estanipages
of these inscriptions with a covering letter stating that these guns
were taken at Mandalay in 1885 and that from Burmese inscriptions
upon them it appeared that they had been captured previously by
" the Burmese at Divarawati (Ayuthia) in 1128 (A.D. 1766) by Vo
Sinbynyin, King of Burma. Dr. Henderson hoped that the Siamese
inscriptions would carry their history still further back.

Each gun bears one or morve inscriptions in Siamese showing
+ to which division of the army it belonged. The engraving is rough.

No. 1, has the words "‘QLu wg?? Inner Guard Teft wing,

No. 2. do. “11’]%‘ g}’ Main Guard left Win(r, - L
No. 3. do. “alu Aq1??  Inner (Jua,ld right. wing.
No. 4. do, “Iu g71??  Inner Guard right wing.

These are subdivisions of the Krom Phrva Tamruet (TITU Wﬁ‘:’,“ E

‘ [;f']j\qu") which in the Ayuthia period was divided into three portions - £

‘ Tlu, vlmqj ‘and : U'ﬂﬂ; ﬂigihner G}lahl'cl, Ma,iu Gumﬂ, und ouLexGuald’
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each composed of two wings, right and left.* The force still survives
in the present Tamruet Guard or Body Guard of Gentlemen at Arms.

In addition to these inscriptions No. 1 has the words ‘lu il
nalg (In the Royal Host) followed by another word which cannot
be deciphered with certainty but may be ngpg (a body of troops) or
Ul[;] 09, There is a similar inseription’ on one of the cannon ab the
Ministry of War in Bangkok, and I find the same difficulty in read-
ing it. (Vid. No. 56). ) o

Cannon . No, 2 has two other marks meaning respectively 6
ticals (baht) and 6% catbies (chang) :—

. )
\é um _ 6 baht ‘ % ~ 6} chang
(approx. 15 Grammes) / (approx. 1.2 Kg.)

I have been unable to obtain any satisfactory explanation of
these, Phya Boran Rajatanin, replying to an enquiry of mine,
suggested that they might possibly denote the weights of powder
used for priming and charging respectively, but asked for further
details as to the dimensions of the weapon. ‘When thege were sent to
him he came to the conclusion that his suggestion was not the
correct solution, for a charge of 1} cattics only would have sufficed
for a gun of this calibre, 5 inches. “However,” he writes, « the
meaning of the weight mark is not yet clearly understood.”

Nos. 1, 3, and 4 have Burmese ingeriptions. Those on 1 and

4 are identical and mean © Captured.at. Dwarawati in 1128 (A, D.
1766).

* Preserved in the National Library is an old MS. entitled * gguunjjﬁlﬂgu

;ﬁmm%ﬂ n; The text of this, with n preface by Prince Damvong, was printed under the
(4 : L Lo -

apmended title ;‘, B3 3 LRI m{’T ﬂ7§3 lﬂlfl (A treatise on the Court Officials of the

Ayuthia period), by order of H. R, H. The Prince of Chainad for" disfribution at the
cremation of the late Phya Nava-balanuyok, (Rong Bimb Thai, Rong Muang Road, Bang-
kok, B. . 2459). This work confains a chapter on the duties of the Tamruet, in which '
the same are defined and the. appropriate habits to be worn and weapons to be earried
upon various oceasions are set forth, Incidentally considerable light is cast upon the
customs and pastimes of the cowrt of ‘fhose days. .Among the latter musket practice is
mentioned as one'ih which both sovereign and officinls were wont to indulge, it being the
duty of the Tamruet to set up the targets and to keep the seove.  Another form of amuse-
ment was the baiting of tigers, which appear to have been kept in cages at the end of the
Iy 2, & W .
Lake—" (AN M3 Y179 Rz 43¢ I mention this last and quote the Siamese text heoause
it g & bearing on a point which will be.rnised in: thie course of this paper. Lo

N~
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That on No. 8 is longer and has been translated by Mr. C.

Duroiselle, Government Epigraphist for Burma, as follows :— .

~ «“Captured at Dwarawati' after 9 o'clock in the might on
Tuesday -the 9th day of the increasing moon of the month Tagu
1128. (Tuesday 18th March A.D. 1766).

This date is almost exactly a year prior to the final conquest
of the eity which took place in April 1767, so these guns must have
been taken at the fall’ of some of the outer works or in one or more
of the numerous sorties from the city. ‘

Nos. 1, 2 and 4 are old Europesn cannons, Nos. 1 and 4
having the coat of arms of the House of Ol&ng@ and the motto in
relief. No. 1 has the motto in full:

JE MAINTIENDRAY
and is, dated 1602 ;
on No, 4 the motto is blundered thus :—

JE MAININIVR Hf

Cannon No. 8 bears a semi-cireular inscription in Slameqe
charactels whiéh establishes the fact that 1t was made in Siam, It
runs as follows :—

nne mﬂ'ﬂ Tu ) Wl Lt vn
%1 Ruan m %8N annoEAn
e 34 v & WA v

m "’\l?ﬂ AN Goldo]

Certain characters at the end of lines 2 and 4 me much 6b1iten;ted
and the readings given are the conjecture of M. Coedds. If that in
line 2— ﬂllt]'i/l%ﬂﬂ — is correct, the final date GOFO iy correct also,

for there a)re only two years ‘Uﬂﬂﬁufﬁﬂﬂ bétween the years _ 1000
and 1100 Chulasa,karag——wz 1080 and '1090. Calctlation, shows
_ that the first of these is inadmissible, but ‘that the second agrees

with the other data, glven in the 1nsc,r1pt10n Refelence to -the -
ch1onolo¢10al tahles fixes this date as the 10th AprilA,D. 1728,
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The meaning of the inseription ig

«Ku commencad to cast on Wednesday the 13th day of the
waxing moon of the sixth month in the year of the Monkey, the last
of the small cycle, at two hours thirty-six minutes after sunrise,
Chulasakaraj 1090.”

The reigning monarch at that time was King Thai Sra—
WL JTeAs. cire. 1068-1094 (A, D. 1706-1732). At first I was of

opinion that the Word “ﬂ” was a pronoun and referred to him.

If that were so, this piece Would seem to have been cast upon some
special occasion at which the sovereign presided in person and, on
"that account, to have been held in particular esteem. When it fell
into the hands of the Burmese it would have been regarded as a
particularly fine trophy; hence the more detailed Burmese inserip-
*tion of which it was'considered worthy. But though this pronoun
was used by the kings in earlier days, it had fallen into disuse by
the end of the seventeenth century. It seems more probable, ‘there-

| fore, that the word »“ﬂ”‘ is the name of the person who cast the
: i

weapon. - : , . \

At my request Dr Henderson sent me the following measure-
‘ments of these old cannon :—

No. of cannon. Total length. Lencrth of barrel. Diameter of bore,

(1) Arms of 8ft., 6% in. ) 7ft 111 in, , 2‘;?; in.
‘ Orange . o
(2) European  8ft. 5% in. 6fb. 113 in. 5 in.
(8) Siamese . 9ft. 6} in, 7 3 in 4} in,
(4) Arms of 7867 in. | 5t 44 in, - 3¢ in,
Orange ‘

From these figures it may be deduced tha,t;

No. 1 is a nine; or possibly twelve pounder, ' ,
No. 2.a:sixty pounder,
No. 3 a forty pouhder; i

No. 4 g fifteen, or posxSiiff‘“].y elghteen poundeﬁ .
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No notes upon Siamese cannon in other countries would be
complete without reference' to those that plaved a part in the
storming of the Bastille on 14th July 1789, a pair sent by King
Phra Narai to Louis XIV., of which mention is made by Thomas
Carlyle in his book «The French Revolution” (Book V. Chap. VI.)
a3 follows :—« See Georget, of the Marine Service, fresh from Brest,
ply the King of Siam’s cannon. * Singular (if we were not used to the
like): Georget lay, last night, taking his ease at his inn; the King
of Siam’s cannon- also lay, knowing nothing of him, for a hundred
years. Yet now, at the right instant, they have got together, and
discourse e]oqﬁent music. For, hearing what was tovs;ard, Georget
sprang from the Brest Dili'gence, and ran. Gardes Francaises also will
be here, with real artillery : were not the walls so thick !”

These guns are described by de Chaumont* as “ two pieces of
- cannon six feet long made of malleable iron, beaten while cooling
‘(de fonte, battuss & froid), inlaid -with silver, mounted on carrlages
also inlaid with silver, and made in Siam.”

My interest in old Siamese cannon having been aroused, it
was with great pleasure that I was enabled to visit the collection
arranged in front of the Ministry of War in Bangkok  with M.
Coedes, thanks to the courtesy of H. R. H. the late Prince Bisnulok.

The majority of the guns appear to be of native workman-
ship, and bear distinctive names, taken in many instances from
Hindu Mythology, traced along the barrels in old Siamese characters, ‘
, together with marks denoting their calibre and the quantity of
powder required for the charge. A considerable number, however,
~ are of Buropean origin, and some of those, too, bear names in Siamese
characters. A metrical list of the names of ninety-one guns. is to be
found in a Siamese work entitled yj e U mA @ (Royal Names
given to Royal Palaces, Residences, Gates, Forts, Ships, Elephants,
Horses, etc.), with a preface by H. R. H. Prince Damrong Rajanubhab,
B. E. 2457, pubhshed by the Charoenphol Printing Press, New Road,

Bm:‘l‘lgkOk ( TN WJJW L"Vi‘fy N8 ). T have been told tha,t these names‘

i ® 'R.ela,tlon de L’Ambnssnde de; M, le Chevalier de Chnumont 4 la G‘our du Roy7 de
SIAM MDOLXXXVI Memoue des Presents du Roy de SIAM an ]:'(oy cle I‘RA'\IGE
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were given and the list compiled by the late King Phra Nang Klao;
but this cannot be correct, for a' MS. in the National Library
records the dates of ceremonies at which the names of many of the
pieces were conferred or inscribed. These dates are all in the years
1155 and 1156, i.e., between A. D. 1793 and 1795, during the first
reign. The MS. also contains a list of names in the same order as
that in the work rcferred to, but somewhat shorter. Probably
King Phra Nang Klao made additions to this already existing list.
The names of the cannon standing outside the Ministry of War are,
with a few exceptions, included in it but the list itself is no guide
to the disposition of the pieces, so I have made a plan of their
positions, numbered in the order in which we visited them, and have
compiled a list of their names in the same rotation.

THE GUNS.

In the following description the mark o pldced opposité the
name of & gun signifies :—Mentioned in the old MS. '

The dates on which ceremonies of 1nqcupt10n were-held ave
shown thug:-— ‘

| = Saturday the second day of the waxing moon:
of the third month, 1155

§ = Tuesday the eleventh day of the waning moon
of the seventh month, 1155
%z = Saturday the fifth day of the waxing moon

of the sixth month, 1156
= Saturday the tenth day of the waxmg moon
of the seventh month, 1156 '
x = Saturday the fourteenth day of the waning moon’
of the eighth month, 1156

4+
I

The numerals in brackets are the numbexs of the gum in
the List of Royal Names. :

The collection comprises some sixty odd piécyeﬂ. Twenty-nine
of these fall into three definite classes; the remainder form - o
miscellaneous collection, so miscellaneous indeed that it has seemed
hopeless to try to classify them, and I have therefore decided to take
them more or less in the order followed by Professor Ceedés and
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myself, & method which will enable this paper to be used ns o guide
by any one who may he sufficiently interested to visit the collection.
They form but a small portion of the guns which are to be found in
Banglkok. Scores, if not hundreds, lie half buried in and around the
Grand Palace, their butt ends forming posts on whigh the chains
bounding the Iﬁzpths are hung. There are two pieces outside the
Museum and others are be seen on the West Bank of the river.
They must have helped to make history in their day and would
doubtless tell many a thrilling tale, if only they could speak, It is
in the hope that others, more capable than myself, may be tempted
to try to bring to light a little more of the buried past that I have
compiled these notes.

Nos. 1 and 5 are a pair (with handles) bearing the armsof the
Dutch East India Company-—-aa three masted ship in full sail—and

their monogram

standing for the words
Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie,
Above the monogram is the letter A, signifying Amsterdam, and on
the butt end the date

CANNO 1641
In addition they bear in Siamese Characbers the respecbive namces
A | :
AR ICON | urld ey (83),
“The Might of Java”  and “The Gem of Malaya ”

followed by the inscripion

| g
AN ¥ 1l fia fu 60 }

‘which means that the calibre of the wumpdn was 5% niw and that
the amount of powder required for the charge was 2 Lhzmg and 10
tamlung in weight, or 2§ catties. ‘



¢ 9

Johan and Cornelius Ouderogge were probably descendants
of Cormelius Ovwerogge carrying on an old established business,
The spelling of the family name may have altered somewhat during
two or three generations, '

There seems to be no record of the acquisition of these
Duteh guns or any others in the collection. ‘How they found their
way to Siam, then, must be matter for conjecture, and in
this connection it is interesting to vefer to Jeremias van Vliet's
“Descmpblon of the Kingdom of Siam”, a translation of which by
L. F. van Ravenswaay was published in Vol VIL Part 1. of the
Journal of the Siam Society. The preface to this work tells us that
“in 1602 the Dutch Hast Indian Company established a factory in
Patani, and  the next year Daniel van der Leck, the chief of that
station, paid a.visit to Siam with the result that in 1604 he sent
Cornelius Specx to establish a dep6t at Ayuthia.” Oue of the old
Duteh guns now in the Madras Museum bears the date 1602, One
wonders whether by gny chance it was sent out to Patani,
accompanied van der Leck on his Mission to Siam, and was presented
by him to the reigning monarch,

Re ferring to the position of the Nederlands Comﬁdny in Sian
van Vliet says © the company entered into great friendship with the
Kings............ . Various letters from the. illustrious princes of
Orange, as Mauritius of Nassouw, his princely grace’s brother
Frederic Heindrik of Nassouw, and the noble generals of Nederlands
India, have been sent to the Siamese Kings, who in their turn replied
to these letters. " In this way the friendship was maintained and
even strengthened” It was customary for such letters, which were.
frequently. inseribed upon tablets of gold, to be accompanied by gifts,*
and it is by no means impossible that these three Dutch Gung in our
collection, together with those now in M.Ldlas found their way to
Siam in such & manner. On the other hand they may have been

“purchased from the Company by the Siammese, or have formed part
of the armament of the Dutch factory at Ayuthia when it was con-
sumed in the general conflagration of 8th April, 1767. In his recent-
ly published paper on the Dutch East India Company's Factory in

*Vide . Datch Papers. Printed by ovder of. the Vajivafiina National Libary.
Bangkok, 1915. o ’ o
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(chang)
This sign i was used to denote
: . s of v
(tamlung) (baht) sums of money under
. the old currency, and

(fuang) (salung)
. would apply  equally
well for weights.
(phai)

Similar signs showing varying amounts according to the dimensions
of the weapons are found on most of the other Guns. :
No. 6. ggzdn ding (1) nszqu v i fiu 89—
« Asuraphat who leads the army” Calibre 6 niw
: Charge 21 catties.
also has the monogram of the Dutch East India Company, sur-

mounted by the letter R, standing for Rotteldfmn together with the
date 1628 and the 1nb011pt10n — ‘

| CORNELIVS OVWEROGGE FECIT EN D. I. O. ROTTERDAM.

In connection with this inseription, M. Huber very kindly
made inquiliesv at Batavia, and as a result of these tells me that he
hag « been informed that Johan and Cornelius Ouderogge (sic) were
about the year 1700 founders of guns at Rotterdam. From 1704
till 1724 they weve master founders at the gunfoundry at The Hague,
which was established there in 1665 according to a decree of the
States...... of Holland and West Frisia.”” His corvespondent cannot
tell the meaning of the letters EN D, I. O. With regard to these
a suggestion has reached me from another source (Father Chorin),
viz. that EN is sometimes employed for IN and that we should
" read them :—

IN DEI‘ENSIONEM INDIARUM ORIENTALIUM,
Other Guns in the collection bear inseriptions dtating the

" various purposes for which they were swurally cast; a circumstance
o wluch supports this interpretation. -
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Siam, & translation of which appeared in the Siam Observer,
of July 26 last, Mr. Blankwaardt mentions these very guns and
says “ they come, without doubt, from Ayuthia, and if not from the
factory itself, were presented or sold to Siamese Kings.” '

Nos. 2 and 3 belong to a class of gun of which theve are ten
specimens in the collection, the others being Nos. 24, 33, 35, 37, 46,
48, 50, and 59. = They bear the names of various nations and I have
accordingly named this « the Nations Class.”

Q]
fiul _ﬂ_)l__ Calibre 4 niw

Charge 1% catby.

- We have —
No. 2 o x ﬂ']q‘[?] ﬂﬁ : - The Lao who plays Polo.
No. 3 o x 9M il The Javanese who performs the
‘ ' kriss dance.

No. 24 0 % gOU N \‘ﬁg The Annamite who wields the

spear.
‘ ! 2/ 3] o s

No. 88 o x Vl,m r[mg vy The Shan who plays in the
forefront.

No. 85 o x 9@y e fu The Khom who dives into the

: - carth,

No. 837 o x ;J%"q 'ﬁzﬁju mju The fierce Farang, who shoots
‘ ‘ straight.

No. 4:67 o X ’ﬁu amn "lgé The Chinaman who disem-
: bowels.

No. 48 o X LLliLl N V]rm The Burman who tln“usts with
: the lance. :

et ot

No. 50 o x  3AH umn Mgl

The Macassan who destroys
the camp.

No. 59 o x  I[9m nan ﬂu The man of Bugfs (Mu ngit)

" who runs amok,

-

The ’ceremonyv “of inscribing these ~guns was held on ‘
Saturday the 14th day of the waning moon of the 8th month in the -






o
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Design on No. 8.

To face page 11.
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resembling a drum; on the right a breast piece, a shield, a coronet
(similar to that on left), and a pan-pipe (?). The collar surrounds an
uninseribed shield, depending from which is an intricate knot finish-
od off in two tassels., From a rvough sketeh I have made a more
finished drawing which gives a good idea of the design, but may not

be quite correct in every detail,
There is an inseription in Chinese characters round the butt,

meaning in Siamese 'JLl ﬂﬂl} I7| Lﬂ'ﬂu 5( Fglﬂf]"]"ﬂ QN ﬂ N ek Lﬂu il

v th veq wiftas Tne 311 & e du U e wtem

-« An auspicious day in the fifth month of the fourteenth year of the
pcuod Canh-hu'ng was the duy of the casting of bronze cannon, by
order, to subdue the Western country. ”

This is certainly an Annamite gun. The fourteenth year of
Cinh-Hung (Annamese pronounciation of the first two Chinese

Characters, which Phra Chen of the National Libwary veads fig 84),
is 1753 A.D.

‘Canh-hw'ng is the name of the period founded by the King
of Annamm L& Hien Tén (A. D. 1740-1786). In 1787 three princes.
L& Duy-Trae, son of L& Hi-Ton (1675-1705), Lé Duy-Qui and
Lé Duy-Mat, sons of King L& Du-Tén (1705-1729), plotted against
the mighty family of the Trinhs, whose members loccupied the
highest charges and had control of the State. -The leader of the
family, Trinh-Giang, succeeded in capturing the first two princes and
put them to death. L& Duy-Mab . escaped, and, with a certain
number of partisans, sebtled down in the province of Thanh-Hoa
Tater on, in 1740, he had to fly before Trinh-Giang's army : he
went further West and took up his residence in the mountainous
region of Tran-nish, where he continued to plot against the Trinhs.®

In 1753 — the date on this cannon — Trinh-Dinh, a younger
brother of Trinh-Giang, led an expedltlon against the rebel. Thiy
gun is probably one of a number of pieces cast for the purposes of
that offensive, which was not altogether a. succes, for Le Duy-Mat

. 1 The Chinese third month corresponds to the Sinmese fifth month.

2 Charles B, Maybon, Histoire Modemne de Pays ¢’ Annam, Paris 1919, p. 106,
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eluded capture. The statement that it was cast to subdue the
Western country is in accordance with the facts, for Tran-nish lies
west of Tonking, whence Trinh-Dinh set out:

No doubt the gun was used in the campaign for which it was
cast and subsequently fell into the hands of the Siamese during one of
the wars in Cambodia.

Nos. 8 A, and 16 A. A pair of small guns which were in
danger of being overlooked. There is nothing to note about them
except that each bears a six petalled flower in relief.

? Calibre 12 niw
No. 9. o T8 Wiz QL7 (77 Pl ——|— Charge 6 catties.

« Uprooter of Phra Sumern.” ,
Axn unornamented gun without inseription, with four fixed bandles.

Nos. 10 and 12 L’g\lJ']WEy'féMmVlfﬁ 91) L@']th”lﬁ"’ﬂl:l']W?Z /18U (90)
« Tollower of the true Faith” and * Lord Protector of the Faith”

«“
Calibre 7 niw
each marked ﬂT“'ﬂu ) ‘U’J WU VIUﬂ ——|=— Charge 4 catties.

A pair of iron guns, inlaid with silver, and mounted on field
carriages.  They are said to have been cast by order of King
Phra Nang Klao.

According to Prince Damrong certain Chinese artisans came
to Bangkok during the third reign and commenced to cast great iron
cauldrons. This being brought to the notice of. the king, His
Majestiy conceived the idea that iron guns also might be successfully
cast, and established a factory for this purpose. Two types of gun were
approved and the pair under consideration are representative of one of
those types. Prior to this reign all guns cast in Siam were of bronze.

An old treatise on the casting of cannon (s ﬂulfn RIFTY
AU «) 1% to be seen exhibited in one of the cases in the National
" Library. It describes such essential matters as the composition of the
metal and the proportions of a weapon, which are illustrated by a
diagram. The methods of loading and firing are explained and therve
are drawings of the rods used for ramming home the charge and for
cleaning, as well as & design for a gun mounting, All this infor-

E”mpmty of the
Siam Society’s . ibrury

BANGE (}K
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mation, the book states, was furnished by a Dutchman to a Governor
of Sokhodhaya. ‘

o Calibre 5 niw
No. 11. o &8 'E]ﬂu LLU'J '.T'W]j‘ (37) A | —Cha ge 2 catties,

«Sai Asuni, The Dlspeller of Darkness”
bears a circular design enclosing an inscription in Arvabic characters.
These ave but lightly cut and ave partially obliterated. Malays who
were shown a rubbing could make nothing of it, but a Pathan was
more successful and thought he would have been able to translate
it, if the rubbing had been wmore perfect. I greatly regret that
I have failed to get this inscription deciphered, as have an idea it
would prove extremely interesting. |

&)

Y, ' =
No. 13.0 § (@0 18 Ledu e (54) Fiu 8ol Charge 24
‘“ The fierce leaping Tiger ™ catties.
an unornamented Gun with the following nmcuptlon roughly

engraved :

=% 0o

| e W e A
The number\i (600) may relate to the proportions of the

gun. The word T;‘] (Ku) is possibly the maker’s name. = This gun

and gun No, 3 at Madras may have been made by the same man,
The meaning of the secohd part of the inscfiption is obscure,
It may be an order that the weapon is to be sunk in the Lake
(gz) — doubtless to avoid capture by the Burmese; but the
words 8} & ave the same as those used in the book g 119 &N
AN ﬂ;ﬁl,ﬂ"] describing“the position of the caged heasts, in which con-
‘nection they refer to a well-known area of the palace grounds. at

Ayuthia — the Lake Quarter. Probably, therefore, the inseription -
denotes that this gun was intended for the defence of that position*.

* The King who suceeeded Phra Narai, not wishing to-dwell in the palace of his
predecessor, built himself a new residence on an:igland in the lake at the rear of the old"
palace, thereby mukmg the back the front and the front the back.. The foundations of
that palace are in existence to- dny The cages of the wild beasts were m its near neiglhi-
bourhood, ‘






No. 9. * Uprooter of Mt. Phra Sumeru.”

No. 14, “ Phya Tani.”’

To face page 15.
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No. 14 o  wyimil (79 ! |

“ Phya Tani” Calibre 11 niw
Charge 14 catties.

‘ This is another gun with curved horn ornamentation, like
No. 4. It has four big rings and is decorvated on the axle with the °
figure of a Rajasi beautifully engraved. It is the biggest in the
collection. The diameter of the muzzle is 93 inches, the metal being
4 inches thick, and its total length is 22 ft. 7 in,

The name Phya Tani is a shortened form of Phya Pattani.

A paper by Phya Vijieéngiri, published by the Royal Historical

Research Society in Part TII of the collection of Histories
: 2

( ﬂyzqanmqmy MA Tl ) B. E 2457 and dealing with the history

of Pattani, gives an account of the casting there of three great cannon
~ some time in the latter half of the eighteenth century prior to the
year 1775. Phya Vijiengiri’s narrative is so interesting that I give
it.  He says —

“In former days, when the Malay country was still the one
State of Pattani, there lived a Sultan and his wife, whose names are
not known. It is said that they had bubt one son, who was still a
child when. his father died; so his mother acted as regent, being
known as Nang Phya Pattani. Sri Tuan, chief of the people in the
Pattani territory, was subject to her authority and conducted himself
in the same orderly fashion as he had done while her husband was
ifet alive.”

“This lady caused three large bronze cannon to be cast, and
the building where the casting took place was on the outskirts
-of Ban Kasé., It was constructed of brick in the shape of a temple
(j,j_lﬂ ). Under one roof were three rooms, and a verandah ran round
the building., To-day the superstructure and floor are in ruins; -
only the walls are left standing. The Malays calls the place
Sabkhet’, and it is still known to all the inhabitants of Pattani as
the cannon foundry.” ; ;
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“The chief artificer who cast these guns was a Hokkien
Chinaman of the family of Lim, one Khiem by name, who came
from China, built himself a house, and married a Malay woman,
Morcover he embraced the religious faith of the Malays and was
known to them as Tim Toh Khiem. After residing in Pattani for
many years he was visited by bis sister Kao Niew, who urged him
to return to China bub was met by a firm refusal. She was so
disappointed that she hanged herself.” ‘

“The first two guns were successfully cast, but in the case
of the third the molten metal refused to flow into the mould.
Lim Toh Khiem thereupon offered up sacrifices, but still the metal
did not flow. YFinally he made a vow that if at the next attempt -
the .casting were successful, he would sacrifice his own life to the
gun. The third attempt was a complete success, and after the final
polish had been given to all three guns and he himself had fired
the testing charges of the first two with all due ceremony, he took
his stand before the mouth of the third, and, after relating the
nature of his vow and stating his determination to abide by it, gave
orders for it to be fired and, this being done; was seen no more,”

“The name of the first gun was ¢ Nang Pattani’ (YN ﬁmﬁ’]ﬁ ), ‘
of the second ¢ Sri Nakhri® | F]f uﬁ?) , and of the third ¢ Maha Hla

Hlo’ (yymavaa) - . .

“ At the death of Phya Pattani’s widow a relative became
Sultan, whom the Malays called Ratu Pakalan, He was known as a
wise and powerful ruler and was feared by his neighbours. ~ During
the reign of King Phra Buddha Yot Fa, in the year Chulasakaraj 1147
(A. D. 1785-1786), Krom Phra Rajawangbuan Satan Monglkhol -
(the second King) led an expedition against the Burmese as far as

the western province ( Lﬁm Ej’]f_] [}’ﬁu FIN). On the arrival of this

force at Songkhla news wﬂs received of a disturbance in Pattani.
Measures for - its suppression were immediately taken. Phya
Kalahom, Phya Senhabhuthorn, Phya Patalung, Luang Suvarngivi
and Palat Jana were in command of columns, = The forces of Ratu
Pakalan, encountered in the neighbourhood of J ering, broke and fled
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in the direction of Raman, Phya Kalahom ordered Palat Jana,
who was acquainted with the route, to pursue them with a force
composed of men from Patalung and Songkhla. Palat Jana overtook
the fugitives on the borders of Perak, where another engagement
was fought in which Ratu Palkalan was slain by a musket ball. His
head was brought back by the column commanderd'to Krom Phra
Rajawanghuan Satan Mongkhol, who had meanwhile brought hig
fleet into the Bay of Pattani. He ordered them to bring two large
cannon which had been captured, and place .them on boats for
removal to the capital and presentation to the King. This was done;
but the vessel carrying the second of the two, named ¢Srinakri,
foundered in a gale and the gun was lost. The first, named ‘Nang
Pattani, which hal been placed on board the Royal vessel, reached
the capital in safety.” It is the Phya Tani of this collection.

Such is Phya Vichien’s account of the campaign in which
this gun was captured, but H, R. H. Prince Damrong tells me that
. the correct version iy ag follows :—

In the third year of the first King of the present dynasty the
Burmese again invaded Siam by three routes, North, West, and
South. The King of Siam, abandoning the South for the moment
and despatching a small detaining force t6 Paknamypo, concentrated
the bulk of his available forces against the King of Burma, who had
entered the country via Kanburi, and gained a complete victory
over him in the battle of Lat Ya. The King of Burma then retired ;
and the King of Siam thereupon divided his forces, himself advancing
to meet the invaders coming ‘from the North, while his brother -
opposed thoss advancing from the south. Both were successful.
The Malay States of Kedah and Pattani, which had resumed their,
independence after the the fall of Ayuthia, were then summoned to
renew their payment of tribute. Pattani refused and was therefore
attacked and subdued. Kedah, seeing her neighbour's plight, sub-
mitted ; ‘and Trengganu, of which Kelantan was then a part,
voluntarily accepted Siam’s suzerainty and sent tribute for the first
time.

0’
& A @ .QJ -4 a o

No. 15. U380 NQY aNT mzfzgu W ud i nu

« Naryan (Rama) swallower of Calibre 5 niw
the Chakra” (Earth). © Charge 2 catbies,
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No.16. Gellme  nigu e i fla  fiu i
« Tanikai ” Calibre 34 niw
Charge 1% catties.

ty "
bears the Siamese inseription 11/1@ Wl and is a velie of Ayuthia.
These two are noticeable for their ornamentaticn and the curious
octagonal shape of their barrels.

No. 16 A. A pair with 8 A.

No. 17. Another Earopean gun, one of a class of which
there are eight pieces in the collection, the others being Nos. 18, 25,
32, 88, 41, 51 and 58. Each bears the inscription :—
A DOUAY PAR J. BERENGER,
its name, and the date of its casting.

The earliest piece is LE CAMELEON, No. 41, dated
‘ 24, TBRE. 1767
No. 17 is next in order: it is named .
LE DUC DE ROCHEFQUCAULD and dated
21, MAY. 1768

No. 18. - LE LIONCEATU
2. JUILLET. 1768
The five other guns of this class all bear the same name and
date, viz.,

LE SANGUINAIRE
12, 9BRE, 1768

The last two, Nos, 51 and 58, have the number 12 on the butt
end. In addition to an ornate désign surmounted by a erown these
guns have a decorative design of fleur-de-lis around the butt, a small
human head at the touch-hole and two handles apiece, all identical
with' those which adorn the guns of the Nations clags. This cannot
be due to accident, and there must therefore be some connection
between the two classes. Either they were both made at the same
foundry in Douai, or else the Nations class was copied here in Siam
from the Berenger type. It appears to have been the practice of
Buropean gun founders to place their names or marks upon their
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weapons, but if the Natbions class was made after an existing
pattern to the order of the Siamese Government, the absence of such
marks would be perfectly intelligible. Again, if the guns were
made in Siam after the Berenger model, French names and
inscriptions would certainly have been omitted. TFox these reasons
I believe that the date of the Berenger guns is slightly anterior to
that of the Nations class, That date is significant.  Ayuthia fell in
April 1767. We have here a gun, the first of a class, cast only
seven months laber, and possibly not originally intended for Siam.
What is more likely than that the purchase of artillery was among
the first steps taken by the Dhonburi Government to free tho
country from the lingering Burmese, and to defend the new Capital ?
It would he interesting to learn whether anything is known in
Douai to-day of the gun founder J. Berenger, and whether any -
documents relating to these weapons are in existence either in Siam
of France.
«
- Calibre 7 niw
No. 19. o ULG]T AN W (47) P T Charge 4 catties
« Conqueror of three worlds.”

a perfectly plain gun. The axle bears a conventional lotus pattern
which is also to be seen on Nos. 7 and 9.

No. 20. oz W& 'Lwﬁq weh 7T (32) «The flame that lightens
the darkness.”

No. 21. o§  ®3AF 7,@1] Wu (27 -« Ongkhot who leaps and
smites, ”
No. 22. of ”_ﬁiﬂj ulw;] (33) « The Earth Shaker,”
- il
- Calibre 5 niw
each marked FU — | Charge 2 catties.

The first three of an interesting class comprising eleven pieces,
the others being Nos, 83, 34, 43, 44, 49, 60, 61 and 63. These guns
are highly ornamented and have abt the butb end a design which
seems to be intended to represent the sun shining through clouds—one
singula;rly appropriate to the date of czusbin_g, for the first. King
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of the present dynasty had been on the throne for 10 years, and the
country had in large measure recovered from the disasters of the
Burmese invasion. Each piece bears the inseription :

L. BANCHONG ROTCHANA ANNO 1792 5 LIVRO

¢ Luang-Banchong Rotchana’ is a Siamese title conferred upon

_one of the King’s draughtsmen. It is curious that a Siamese noble-
man should cause his name to be iInscribed in Roman characters, and
this fact inclines me to the belief that the founder of these guns wasa
European. Prince Damrong concurs in this view. Who then was
this man ? In the absence of any evidence I would hazard the guess
that he was the head of the firm of Berenger. The Luang Banchong
guns bear a strong resemblance to those of the Berenger class and
may well have come from the same foundry. By supplying the
Siamese with artillery at a critical period in their history the Douai
firm did the Government a good service and there would be nothing
unugual in the sovereign conferring a title of nobility upon the head
of the firm-as & mark of appreciation. Mon. J. Berenger and Luang
Banchong Rotchana may well be one and the same person, The
closeness of the dates—1768 and 1793—would warrant this sup-
position. The guns of the Nations class were very possibly cast
between " those two years. The title ‘Luang Banchong Rotchana’
occurs in an old Treatise on the casting of Buddhas, printed last
year, in' a metrical list of revered teachers of the art who lived
before or during the 8rd reign of the present dynasty. The ‘bem-er
of the title was one Ss (&1). by name and. it may be that he was
the founder of the guns of this class: but, if so, why did he inscribe
his weapons with Roman characters ?

o d
2 a
No. 23. |y amum nean & T By i —
«Shaker of the Ocean ™ Calibre 8 niw

Charge 8 catties,

Notwmentioned in the list of royal names or in the old MS.
6)

No. 24. 0. =x mu Q"] qifj]q' (9) fl _Gol
Chm-gé 14 catties,

«The Animmite who Wields the_ spear. .
One of the Nations Class,
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3

No. 25wy W Uy i (14) 7| THRCS] S—

‘Rama's arrow that slew the giant, Calibre 6 niw

Charge 2% catties.
By Berenger vid: No. 17. ‘

This gun belonged to the Wang Luang—the first King’s palace.

Nos. 26 and 31. = A pair of small guns bearing the device i—

Three Simnese Royal Umbrellas, and the letters and date
S. P. B. P M M
1862.

The letters ' stand for the words «Somdet Phra Baramindr
~ Phra Maha Mongkut.” They were made in Europe to the order of
King Monglkut.
‘ 4]
. a7 2 o
No. 27, logs i w10 (26) NI & 13 bl 00

«Q

s———

)

Calibre 5 niw

« Waiyarab who smashes the Royal carriage.’
- Charge 2} catties.

an
& R i
No. 28 flouy wme tau - (22) oz & 10 —

« Nilanon who thrusts with a spear” Calibre 6 niw
Charge 2} catties.
These two guns bear identical inseriptions'in Chinese, which
" mean in Siamese, '

V- boA &l o
aa U U ea AT INBU 6o U A8 AW AN
The Chinese tenth month corresponds to the Siamese twelfth

A :
month (LA G, so the inseription may be rendered inte English :—
“Cast on the eleventh day of the waxing moon of the month of
November in the year of the dog, the 7th of the decade.” ‘

Unfortunately the year cannot be reckoned with certainty
for want of the name of the day of the week. It is probably A.D.
1839 (Chulasakaraj 1200). They are almost certainly Annamite
weapons and trophies of war, A conventional lotus design ornaments
‘the touch hole, '
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No. 29. o-(Siamese) W32 Wj‘ﬂl LAY W1 (63) Calibre 19 niw.

« A Hundred thouqud measures of rain.
(Phra Phirun is the Rain God).

A large and highly ornamented gun with rajasi on axle and
four rings. A pair with No. 55.

The name of this gun vecalls that of the famous weapon
‘which Conitantine Phaulcon succeeded in weighing, to the discomfi-
ture of the wise men of his day. 'The story, which is related in the -
Annals of Ayuthia is as follows:— ‘

“King Phra Narai was one day winded to give to his courtiers
an exhibition of the cleverness of Chao Phya Wichayen (Constantine
Phauleon); so he commanded them to bring forth the great gun
named Phra Phirun and weigh it, that he might know how many

“chap’ it weighed. Then all the nobles took counsel together how
they might fulfil the King’s command ; and they made mighty scales
with iron chains and attempted to weigh the gun with these, bub
could not. So being at their wits end they drew near and gprostmbed
themselves, and confessed that they were unable to weigh it.”

«Then the King summoned Chao Phya Wichayen and bade
him weigh the gun, that he might know the weight thereof. So
Chao Phya Wichayen went out; and having taken counsel within
himself how he might do this thing, he caused several barges (rua
. nang pet} to be brought to the river landing, and having chosen oue
he had the gun placed therein, and marked how deep she lay in
waber. Then he bade them take out the gun and bring broken
bricks and stones, and weigh them, and load the barge with them,
quntil she sank to the line he had marked. Then knew he the
weight of the gun. So he went and told the King, who praised
the cleverness of Chao Phya Wichayen and promoted him above sll
the other nobles.”

When the fall of Ayuthia was imminent, that gun was cast
into the waters of the lake in the Palace precincts in the hope that
" it might elude capture. . The Burmese, however, would secmn to have
discovered its whereahouts, for it ig said that they conveyed it to
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Wat Khema and there blew it up, taking the remains away with
them,

The present Phra Phirun was cast by Phya Tak Sin’s com-
mand to be an emblem that the kingdom had recovered from its
reverse and had regained its former greatness. The casting took
place in the Suan Mongkhut (Mangosteen garden), 'thie site of the
present Wang Lang Hospital, on Friday the 1st day of the waxing
moon of the 4th month in the year 1139 (A. D. 1777).*

4
A X a = :
No. 30. 3@ vu ams MIEU & 19 N fiu ——-I
“The Tiger that endureth hungel Calibre 8 niw

Charge 2 catties.
This gun bears the ingeription Imy' my and therefore
belon(rod to the King's guard in the days of Ayuthia.

Tts name is not included in the . List of Royal Names,
nor in the MS.

No. 31. A pair with No. 26 (q. v.).

o - w7 o
No. 82. o. . au Uslon il (16) /T gsCle; -

“The Wind that destroyeth the Earth.”” Calibre 6 niw
v Charge 2} catties.
LE SANGUINAIRE

by Berenger vid: No. 17 7
It belonged to the Wang Luang—the first King’s Palace,
0

o]

No. 33 o.x I lng wiumh ® Fu

«The Shan who plays in the fore front.” Calibre 4 niw
Charge 2} catties,
One of the Nations Class. : ‘
i

No. 34 o 1 @ma (em @nfu (30 fu ——

«The Demon that rends and devours,”  Calibre 5 niw
: ‘ : Charge 2 catties,
by Luang Banchong, vid: No. 22. '

© *Vol. 2 History of Siam from the reign of Phya Tak Sin, nppendm to' the Anna,ls
of Ayuthin,
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‘ [
No. 85 o x gauffu O fu-2—

“The Khom who dives into the Earth,” Calibre 4 niw
Charge 24 catties,
‘I am told that this is the nickname of the famous Khom
general, Okya Decho ( gan &1 Wﬂ‘ﬂ )' who was able to inflict severe
injuries on his enemies by the secrecy and rapidity of his movements,
No matter what precautions they might take, they never were aware
- of his presence until too late; and he disappeared from one place and
reappeared in another with such facility that he was given this name.

: | -

No. 86. 0. z w@eny Urw ansvm (59)  fu ——f—

"« Phra Isuen, kconqueror of the Universe,” - Calibre 8 niw
Charge 8 catitics,
A ia.l'ge plain gun with the design at the touch-hole similar to
that of the Nutions Class, and a figure resembling o Harpy on the axle.

‘ ) 4]
. } . YRV At . : PO (&) '
No. 3T o x difwiuwh @O M 22—
“The fierce Farang who shoots straight.”  Calibre 4 niw

. Charge 2} cattics.
Vld No. 2. Nations Class.

N 38, 0. 49 Calibre 6 niw
K “ Pl iad LLUN E]Vlﬁ 9 Charge 2} catbies.
o «.Khon Tarn who exhibiteth power.”-
. Another Berenger Gun. vid: No, 17.

It bdonfred to the W(mg Nw the second King’s palace.
This name docs not appear in thc hst of Royal names, which

however contams one wthex similar ‘Illl ﬂW’]ﬂ LLUﬂ\‘] fpl]‘ﬁ (49).
’ ]

Nos. '89. RN NERUCIT Fu
and « Akhanirat” . - Calibre 4 niw
40, © (No name) Charge 13 catbies.
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A pair of European guns each bearing two coats of arms.
The first of these is barry of six hovizontally, with supporters, an
angel'’s wings. Above it is a coronet with five leaves, and this
again is surmounted by an eight pointed star.

- . *
The second coat of arms is that of the Kingdom of Leon and
Castile (Spain), which at first sight seems to prove that the weapons
ave of Spanish origin,*

I have been unable to identify the first coat. Sir Hervcules
Reed of the British Museum very kindly instibuted inquiries at
Madrid, but without suecess.

Above, the arms No. 39 has the inseription
BERNADINO D B AN D 1624
and hetween them the name S. MATEO
- No. 40 has a fuller inseription
ALEXO DE TEXEDA 1625
and the name - S. MICVEL

The cyphers after the name BERNADINO on the earlier of
the two ' guns must be an abbreviation for DE TEXEDA. The
makers were doubless near relations, father and son, or possibly
brothers. ' o o

The year 1624 was the forty-third of the sixby years captivity
of Portugal, Philip II of Spain having been crowned King of
Portugal in 1581, It is just possible, therefore, that these Guns may
be of Porbuguese origin, although they' bear the arms of Spain.
When they were cast Philip the IV, was on the throne, having suc-
ceeded hig father in 1621 at the age of sixteen.

It must have been a time of considerable activity in the
arsehals of Spain, for the 30 years’ war had commenced in 1618
and it would seem probable that the two cannon S. Maieo and
S. Miguel were originally intended for use against the forces of the
Protestants.

* Hpanish pieces of eight bearing the mrms of Spain and insoripbions
Terdinand VI, 1791,
Carolus I, 1795.
were vecently found in the Malay Peninsula by Mr. ' R. Adey Moore.

_ The relations of the Spaniards with this part of the world arve, I believe,
somewht obgeure. .
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len
No. 41. ToU> WM (88) ﬂi“"&’\iu ) ‘LlrJ n ‘
“ Conqueror of Hongsa.” Calibre 6 niw

‘- Charge 2} catties,

LE (CAMELEON,) by Berenger, vid: No. 17.

The Siamese name suggests that this gu was casb to take part in
a vietorious campaign against the Burmese. Phya Chakkri invaded
Tenasserim and made himself master of Tavoy in 1792. As thig
gun is dated 24th Septembor 1767 it probably accompanied his
forces. The name may have been conferred after the event.

Nos, 42 and 45, A ptﬁr of British guns each bearing two
heraldic devices : '

(1), On the fore part of the gun, an carl’s coromet sur-
mounting a ribbon in which is inscribed the motto

\ PROVIDENTIAE MEMOR.

Enclosed within the ribbon is o erest, three arrows in pale.  Depending
from the ribbon is the Star of the Royal Guelphic Order of
Hanover, The motto is that of the Order of the Rue Crown of
Saxony. )

(2) On the after end of the gun, an earl’s coronet, below
which appear the arms, with supporters and motto, VIRTUTI
NON ARMIS FIDO,of the Earl of Wilton.

Reference to an old copy of Burke shows that Thomas
Grosvenor, born 1799, second son of Robert, 1st Marquis of West-
“minster, succeeded to the Barldom and Viscounty of Wilton through
his maternal grand-father, Sir Thomas Egerton (died 1814), whose
surname and arms he agsumed in 1821, He was a Knight Grand
Cross of the (zudphlc Order of Hanover (G. C. H) and a Knight
of the Order of the Rue. Crown.of Saxony.

Without doubt these two guns were connected in some way
with that nobleman and were cast in the first part of the 19th century.
I have not been ablée to discover how they found their way
to Siam. Inquiries addvessed to the present Earl have, as yet,

il
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met with no response, hut as the second Ea,rl_ was Commodore
of the Royal Yacht Squadron, it is not impossible that he
visited this country in his yacht - and presented them
to the reigning monarch. Another English nobleman, the
Duke of Sutherland,"c&m'e here in the R. Y. S, “Sans,Peur” in 1888
and an account of that visit is given by Mrs. Florence Caddy in her
book «To Siam and Malaya” published by Hurst and Blackett in
1889, She speaks of the armament of the vessel and mentions
“ three shining revoivers at the head of each sofa (in the deckhouse)
“....a frieze of nine Winchester rifles, which fire 15 charges each
without reloading, and a magazine of ammunition in & cupboard
handy by. All this, with tlie brass cannon on the deck, is for
defence against possible pirates in the China Seas” If the seas
were so unsafe in the late eighties, a vessel of gimilar typé visiting
these waters half a century or so earlier would undoubtedly have

mounted some useful guns.

Another, and perhaps more probable, explanation of the
presence in Siam of these British Guns is to be found in
the History of the thivd wveign of the present dynasty

=1

(WILANT Tu‘flﬂ"lﬂﬁ M) wheve it is on record that at the conclusion of
the first Burmese war the British presented two bromze cannon
(ﬁu '11’1@' 'E]?.J"N mLiéﬂll NEN), calibre 5 niw, to the King in return for

assistance rendered by the Siamese.

No. 43. o I Wumma &Y fu ——
"« Tiro, tho great Destroyer ”.
Firo, the great Destroyer ™. 1o & niw

Mld Charge 2 catties.

No. 44. 0. §. 1§ flu ¥n Pa LRE (28)
- «Plong Tan (the hunter) who breaks the Tiger's neck. ”
A pair by Luang Banchong, vid: No. 20 ‘

No. 45, A pair with No, 42,
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No. 4.«6; 0. X, » %u mqulé(

« The Chinaman who disembowels.”
vid: No. 2, Nations class.

—r—

No. 47 0.z wpz mo umy lond (60)  fiu

“ Phra Kan, destroyer of the Earth, " Calibre 8 niw
Charge 8 catties.

A large Siamese gun: s pair with No, 86. (q.v.) -

No. 48. o = (sfuum vy (8)

« The Burman who thrusts with the Lance ”.
vid: No. 2, Nations Class

g
No. 49.0.t Aol urenize) M —|—

« The Arrow of Narayan.”
by Luang Banchong. Vid: No. 20,

No. 50.0. x i &l Lun e (6)
“The Macassar. who Destroys the Cump.”
Nations class vid: No. 2.

A large colony of Macassars were settled in Siam at the end
of the seventeenth centyry. Those at Ayuthia made insﬁrrectiop on
14th September 1686 and, but for the disclosure of their cbnspifacy
a few hours before the rising was timed to begin, might have suc-
ceeded in gaining possession of the country. It seems that they
were expecting assistance from their compatriots abroad, for a fleet of
forty Malay vessels was sighted off the bar about the time of the
rising, The suppression of this was a bloody affair. Their habi-

~tations were fired, and women and children perished in the flames.
All who survived were made prisoners. '

The district of Bangkok known as « Maceasan ” takes its name
from these people.

A full account of the insurrection is given  in John
Anderson’s “English intercourse with Siam in the seventeenth
¢entury.” o






DE COCHN CHNA .
CHAMAE CAMBOKNOAO
DACRVSAE ESEW 1670

No. 47 ¢ Phra Kan, Destroyer of the Barth.”

To face page 29,
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No. 51. Uy e (s7) e Aol iy —0—
“ Subduer of Angwa.”
LE SANGUINAIRE
by Berenger vid: No. 17,

This gun also was probably with Phya Chakkri on his expe-
dition against Burma in 1792,

Nos. 52 and 57, & pair of small cannon bearing in relief

& crown and the date
1860. '
I
. . [} 4 v K A
No. 53. Wy 1@ a1 (85) N ﬁ?u muT o —'—-|——-
“The brave Dragon.” Calibre 5 niw
and Charge 2 catties.

No. 54. W11 12711 (86)
«“The fieree Crocodile.”

are a pair bearing a crown and two inscriptions, one in Chinese
characters, the other in Portuguese, which latter establishes the
fact that the weapons were made in Indo-China in the year 1667
and 1670 respectively by one Ioao da Crus.

A sketch of the design of the crown and a. copy of the Por-

tuguese inseription were sent by Professor Coedés to the Rev. Father

Cadiére at Hué, who sent in reply some very interesting notes, of
- which I give a translation,

The first of these is an extract from a memoir written in
1747, probably by M. de Verthomme, in connection with the

* vigit of Monseigneur de Corieée, and preserved in the archives

of the Foreign Missions in Paris, This memoir exists in
duplicate in the archives of the Jesuit Printing Press in Hongkong,
from whence comes the copy in Father' Cadiéve’s possession. The
extract, which throws some light upon the identity of Iodo da Crus,
the founder of these two Guns, runs as follows :—

“It is useless to object that the Jesuits had a residence there
(at Thé-Diac) before the French, © As a matter of fact this is what



( 30 )

happened :—A Portuguese or Spanish half-breed, a founder of can-
nons, came and offered his services to the King; the offer was accept-
ed and he was installed at Thd-Dic where all the gun founders were
accustomed  to live. This Catholic half-breed persuaded “the King
that he had need of a Priest of his own religion to help him by his
prayers to success m his work. The King sent to him a Jesuit, who
lived for some time in the house of a Christian woman, and died and
was buried in the garden of the gun founder. Ave we to conclude
from this cireumstance that the Jesuits had a residence at Thé-Die
this being the only one of them who,up to that date, had lived in
that village, and he, not in his own residence, but in the house of a
stranger ?”

«It is true that the persecution being somewhat abated, the
Jesuits obtained the positions of Mathematicians to the King: then
this prince assigned to them for their abode a garden in the village
wherein this Father built a house but did not dwell long on account
of thieves.” :

The second note is by one Father Renault who died in 1898.
He copied the memoir at’ Hongkong. This priest played an
important part at Hué in the events of 1885 zmd knew the citadel
perfectly. It runs thus.— '

«From other documents (seen by Father Renault in the
archives of the Foreign Missions at Hongkong) he (the half-breed)
was called < Jean de la- Croix’. This name was to be seen in the
Portuguese inseriptions upon numerous pieces of cannon which were
broken up and sold by the French in 1888, 1889 and 1890, bhearing
dates of 1600 odd.”

“I believe I have myself seen, may be in a document, perhaps
upon & piece of artillery, the signature of this founder spelt thus :—

‘Toao da + .”

The third note concerns the date. It is an extracb from &
memoir presented to Cardinal de Bernis on the 29th July, 1770 by
M. Boweﬁ on the occasion of the visit of Monseigneur de Coricde.
(This memoir is preserved in Paris in the archives of the Foreign
Missions, and in duplicate at the Printing Press of the Society at
Hongkong, whence comes the unregi%tered copy of Father Cadidre,) -
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“ In the year 1664 M. de Bérythe, Vicar Apostolic of Cochin
China, sent thither M. Louis Chevreuil in the capacity of Vicar
General. This nﬁssionary arrived there on the 26th July of the
same year and found there three Portuguese Jesuit Fathers...

Two of these Jesuits were at Fai Foo...... , the third was at the
" Court as chaplain of the founder of the King’s cannon, called Jean
de la Croix, o Portuguese from India...... . (M. Chevrenil) was.then
obliged to abandon everything, to take to flight, and to go and request
from this Jean de la Croix an asylum which he did not deign to
gla,nt him.”

“In 1664, then Jean de la Croix was at Hué, in Thé-Dac.”
This brings us very near to the date o:f the earlier of the two
cannon, 1667 . ‘ . §

The name of the Place.

«In the 17th and 18th centuries the town of Hué and the
surrounding country were called by the old administrative name
of the provinee, Thuir Hod, and this name was spelt by the
Portuguese” and Dutch SENUOA, SENUA, SENOA, SINGOA.
We can perhaps recognise the first part of this name in in the letters
SEN which precede the date 1670. We should then have after
the name of the Kingdom and that of the maker, and hefore the
date, the name of the town where the cannon was, cast, Hué.”

“QOnly the letters AE B remain unexplained, for the
word E C R A S° would probably be a Portuguese word meaning
I accroissement "—the prmnmon The whole inscription - then
would mean :-— ‘ ’
FOR THE KING AND THE EXPANSION OF COCHIN CHINA,

CHAMPA, AND CAMBOJA, BY I0OAO DA CRUS AT HUE:
1870.
The Chmcse macrlptlon translated into bmme% reads

1z 15 Lenen a0 WD i T e ehey "lm 390 T WIR T

«In the year of thc, horse; the first of the cycle, His Majesty
led an army to subdue the Southern region with whom were joined the
Flags.” ‘
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The events to which the insgeription in Chinese characters
alludes ave probably the revolt of the Tay-sén, and the date should he
read 1774 A.D. '

«The Tay-son family was called after the village of Tay-son
in the provincé of Binh-Dinh, wheve their ancestors were established,
The revolt was started by Nguén-van-Nhéae, who, after gathering
pimﬁes and deserters, was strong enough to take in 1773 the citadel
of Qui-Nho'n. A first expedition, sent by the court of Hué, was
routed. - This success induced a considerable number of Chinese
pirates (probably the Y, ie. « Flags,” of the inscription) under the
leadership of two Chinese, Tap Dinh and Ii Tai, to join Nguyén-van-
Nhae, and during the latter part of 1773, the rebels occupied the
Southern portion ‘of Annam, from Quang-Ngai to Phanrang.”

“During the last months of 1774, the court of Hué sent fresh
troops against them, under the command of Prince Nghiém. Prince
Nghiém being recalled to Hué to face an invasion of Tonkinese
(who took the capital during the first months of 1775), Nguyén-cu'u-
Dat took the command, but was finally defeated in April 1775.%

That expedition of 1774 directed by a prince against rebels in
the South seems to agree with all the terms of the inscription.

John Crawford describing hig visit to the arsenal at Hué in
September 1822 says:—“the art of casting good brass cannon, under.
the direction of Europeans, appears to have been long known in this
part of the world, for among the cannon in the arsenal were a good
number of very well founded ordnance, apparently of the size of long
nine-pounders, as old as the years 1664 and 1665. These had
inseriptions in the Portuguese language importing that they were
cast in Cochin China or Kamboja, and bearing the dates in question
with the name of the artist. Although very inferior indeed to those
recently cast under the direction of the French, still they were very
good specimens of workmanship,” ‘

* Histoire Moderme du Pays d’Annam par Charles B. Maybon. p. 185.-
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No. 55. o WM WI2BT1 W) (46) © Calibre 18 niw
“« Upsetter of the Lmbh” ‘

This is a twin brother of Phra Phirun, Vide No. 29.

' 4
No. 56. o BUNT nwiw @8  fu
“The Eagle that swalloweth Calibre 6 niw ?
the Elephant.” ‘Charge 2 cabties

Another large Siamese weapon. It is without ornsmentation
and bears the inscriptions:— .

om .
Mo —— = Al 2w 9

Ty e 17 90 um

which signify that the gun belonged to the left wing of the \iaan Guard
of the Tamruet, mentioning a date,—the 13th day of the waxing moon
in the yéar of the Tiger, the sixth of the decade—but unfortunately
failing to record the month. It also seems to be stated that a civele®
has. been described : by whom or of what nature is not recorded.

The date referred to may be in A.D. 1794 (Chulasakaraj 1156)
No. 58, o Il wmahs e (19 fu ———
« Thoibiting Chakra .

LE SANGUINAIRE
by Berenger, vid. No, 17, It belonged to the Wumg Na. -

No. 59. 0. x. ;é];]m mmq TG [ilu

«The Man of Bugis who rung amok ™.
Nations Class vid. No. 2.

The Bugis (or Bughis) are «a people of Malayan stock, ovigin-
"ally occupying the Kingdom of Boni in the south-western peninsula

* (ef. Gun No. 1 nt Madreas, p. 2). '

Property of 4
Siam SOCletys ;;J bty
ANGKOK
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of the island of Celebes, From this district they spread over the
whole island and founded settlements throughout the whole Malay
Archipelago. In disposition they are brave, haughty and fierce, and
are said to be more predisposed towards ‘running amuck’ than any
other Malayans”. (Encyclopedia Britannica). The name of the gun
exactly fits this description. In the Siam Repository, 1869, on p. 58
it is recorded that a colony of Bugis under Dain Mangali settled in
Siam in the middle of the seventeenth century.

No. 60. o % gmnda (35 [ —""_

“ The Giant of Krabin i
By Luang Banchong.

vid, No, 20.
m

T -4 } =
No. 61. o { |&R )l dam 29 fu

“ The Vampire who sucks blood”.
By Luang Banchong.
vid. No. 20. :

«

o620 MTUELY (400 M —]— (e s niw
“The destroying Giant.” Charge 8 catties.

This gun and No. 4 are named after guns of the Ayuthia
period. No. 62 is highly ornamented and ends in a horn. The touch-
hole is furnished with a hinged cover and there are four large rings
for lifting. Its total length is 201 in. This gun and No, 4, were
cast, so I have been told, in the first reign.

]
No. 63..0 WIX 'E]UV]T ﬂm "Wﬂj‘ LLﬂ‘J (31\ iy —
« Phra In, who hurls the cr ystal chakra,” Ca,hbu, 5 niw

Charge 2 catties.
by Luang Banchong. vid. No, 20. ’
GUN MOUNTINGS.
OF the foregoing weapons only those of the Nations class and
the two silver inlaid pieces (Nos. 10 and 12) are mounted on



No. h5. “ Uprooter of the Karth.”

No. 62. “ The Destroying Giant.”

To face page 34
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carriages of a modern pattern. The remainder are supported upon
wooden truck-carriages with or without wheels. It is possible, how-
ever, to have some idea of what their old mountings were like. A
certain book-case in the National Library has a design in black and
gold representing the four arms of the army of ancient days, horse,
elephants, chaviots, and foot. With the last are por,tmyed several
pieces of artillery, very closely resembling certain of the guns in the
collection (Nos. 9, 86 & 55), o civcumstance which should satisfy any
sceptic that the drawing of the carriages is correct.

Another book-case in the same building gives a very spirited
representatior of artillery in action, and illustrates the method in
vogue of securing the vequired: elevation by means of a timber
tripod and trestle.

In compiling these notes there has been little to go upon but
the evidence afforded by the weapons themselves, No record con-
cerning them was forthcoming until quite vecently when I was
shown the old MS. already mentioned. This records the dates of
ceremonies held in connection with certain of the guns, but not the
dates of casting. I think, however, that we may take it for granted
that, where not otherwise determined, practically all those mentioned

" in that document were cast by command of Phya Tak Sin or his
SUCCESSOT,

There are several European pieces for whose presence in
Siam one would like to be able to account. Many a ship’s captain
bartered a portion of his armament in the old days, but there are
certain weapons in the collection bearing royal or noble coats-of-
arms and one with an inscription in Arabic characters (No. 11)
which one suspects found their way here in obher fashion.

The EARLY USE OF FIRE-ARMS in SIAM.

Before concluding my paper I should like to say a few words
about the early use of fire-arms in Siam. The subject has been
dealt with in a book entitled «The Art of War, Military Organisa-
tion, Weapons and Political Maxims of the ancient Hindus,” compiled,
enlarged and translated into Siamese by G. K. Gerini, with original
* yemarks on the introduction and early use of fire-arms in Siam, and
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| ‘comparative notes on Siamese and Hindu military usages, ceremonies
and festivals ; published by the Vajarindr Printing Press, Bangkok, .
1894. Being in the Siamese language this very interesting work
can be but little known except to Siamese, and coming from the pen

of such a scholar it deserves attention,

Gerini says that gunpowder was invented in India before
the birth of Buddha and mentions- the existence in the Ramayana
of a passage concerning fire-arms, which supports this theory
(p- 117). He states that in the writings of the Chinese and Arabs
there ave passages, which are to be regarded as trustworthy, claim-
ing that these two nations used fire-arms at a date many hundreds
of years before King Ramesuen, whose date he gives as 7406 or
A.D.1384. He quotes one passage from the Legends of Phra Ruang

(FN t1a Wiz LAief '?\ﬂJLVGng WIZ199) p. 120, to prove that the people of
Siam knew how to use gun-powder and guns, both great and small,
many years before the people of Europe. Translated it reads:—
“ When Sukhodaya was still the capital and when the Siamese Era
Chulasakaraj was first established, there were big guns placed at
intervals along her walls” He admits that this work is not alto-

gether reliable, since it contains certain glaring anachronisms |
proving that it was re-writben during er after the reign of Phra
Ramathibodi TI., subsequent to the discovery of America, but he doeg
not entirely reject the evidence on that account. He says, however,
that we must not understand that these guns were of the European
description, but thal they were of Hindu pattern called ¢ Nalika’ and
«Sa-tak-ni’ (AN LA mzﬁ%ﬁ), weapons which he describes upon
pp. 52 and 70 respectively, where he states that the former were
small and about the length of the modern English carbine, adding
on p. 113 that they were made of bamboo, the latter — weapons to

slay a hundred men - were made of black iron covered with iron
=S
spikes (LAEI VL),

Gerini next quotes two passages, one from the Kot
Monthien Bal, written in Chulasakaraj 720 (A. D, 1858),



()

mentioning fire-avms in the army of Phan Inthara-raja, the other
from the Annals of Ayuthia (Vol I, pp. 25 and 26),*
where it is stated that «in the year Chulasakaraj 746 (A. D.
1384-5), the year of the Rat, being the sixth year of the decade,
King Phra Ramesuen led an army against Phya Kampucha, who fled
by boat, whereupon the King ordered guns with cocks and triggers

(ﬁLl UN &) to be fired at the powder pots (IR fi) which  were
struck and exploded.” The weapons here mentioned Gerini evident-
ly takes to have been guns in the European sense (p. 123), and the
two passages, he says, are entirely credible because eannon had been
in use in Rurope since A. D. 1830, some thirty years before the
first of these two dates.

" In searching for the latter passage in the Annals of
Ayuthia, T lighted upon another (Vol. 1. pp. 6 and T7) stating that
in the same year, 746, when Phra Ramesuen laid siege to Chieng-
mai, artillery was employed to breach the wall, and that in the final
agsault upon the city fire-arms great and small were employed.

But how could the Thai people have obtained a knowledge of
such weapons ¢ TIs it possible that there were Europsans in this
country as early as the year 13582 The route to the far east via the
Cape of Good Hope was not discovered for another hundred and
forty years, yet Gerini must have had some satisfactory argument
in support of his theory that fire-arms of the European description
had been introduced into Siam by that date.-

Is it not possible that the knowledge of these weapons
reached this country by way of China? There was constant inter-
course between Siam and. that country in those days, and it was
customary to send ambassadors to China on the accession of a new
Emperor.  Moreover during the fourteenth century «there was
considerable intercourse between Europe and China. Hong Wu,
who declared himself Emperor in A. D. 1368, employed numbers of
adventurers from the near and middle east and even from as far
west as Venice; and soldiers from all Asia to the Caucasus fought
his battles in the South of China” (Encyclopaedia Britannica,

* Bradley’s Tdition pp. 86 and 37,
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History of China). TFrom thence to Siam is not a very far ery, and
it would, thercfore, seem possible that some bold spirits may have
made their way to this country. Anyone with a knowledge of
European fire-arms and how to make them would have been sure of

" a welcome,

.

A decree of King Trai Loka  (RULER 13N |selaninsm)
given in the year A, D. 1454, contained.in Vol. L of the Laws of

Muang Thai, (‘Viﬁ\‘]ﬁ'ﬁ] L?ﬂ{] ﬂg‘mmﬁ Lﬁﬂq L.i,']/]‘zj published by Bradley)

defining the status* (fgfﬁﬁ ) of the icivil and mi]itar;y officials
mentions a corps of artillery with fire-arms great and small —

T

A

Ny 1u
2

it Fid , and powder magazines, — ‘fﬁlﬂ’] Fn G, Tt seems certain,

-—  gur-founders —- ‘ﬂ"]a 'Vm'ﬂ, powder-makers — N

then, that the Siamese possessed a cannon foundry and artillery
during his reign,

Moreover care was evidently taken that the weapons should
be used fo the best advantage, for the decree goes on to speak of

L oy
Wj\‘] LLIJ'L! 1 -— Buropean gunners, in addition to whom there were
officers for the training of the troops according to European methods —
) b :

U e W |

Incidentally it may be mentioned that the decree alludes to a

oy 4l .

contingent of Japanese — ®1W] rjﬁiu_ Such an organisation must
have talken some years to build up.

Here is evidence that eighty-six yeavs after the accession of
the Emperor Hung Wu, to whom an ambassador was sent from Siam
in 1367 (Journal of Siam Society, Vol. 2, p. 11.) Europeans were in

Siamese employ in connection with the use, and doubtless also the
manufacture, of fire-arms. How could they have reached Siam

* In feudal times the status of the King's subjects was determined by the amount
of land (W) fields) actually or potentinlly held by them. ‘This decree of King Trai Loka
allocated the amount to which each official was entitled. The custom, which still
survives, was to regard every official post as entitling its holder to the tenuyre of o muech
land, the gmounts ranging from 100,000 to 5 fields (rai.) g -
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if not via China? For it is stated on good authority (Ency. Brit.)
that “mno trustworthy cvidence of an explosive in India is to be
found until the 21st April 1526, twenty-eight years after the
Portuguese first landed on the Malabar coast.

The Annals of Ayuthia mention this deereeein the account
of the reign, which began, they say, in 796 (A. D. 1434-5).
The version of TLuang Prasert (vid. Journal of Siam Society
Vol. VI. Part 3, p. 5) puts that date at 810 (A.D. 1448-9), and on the
evidénce of the decree itself King Trai Loka was on the throne in
1454, for the preamble mentions the day on which it was given,
Sunday the 10th day of the waning moon in the year of the dog
B.E 1997, or A.D. 1454.*

It would appear, then, that there exists a claim that fire-arms
were in use in this country in the last half of the fdurtaenbh century ;
and that this claim is supported by the evidence contained in King
Trai Loka's decrec that there was in existence a complete establish-
ment for the manufacture of cannon and small arms, together with
necessary ammunition} by the end of the first half of the fifteenth
century. Moreover such a claim is not lightly to be discredited, for
the intercourse between Europe and China, and China and Siam
during the fourteenth century was such as to rcnder the mtxoducmon

of those weapons practicable.

But, you will naturally ask, is there any evidence that fire
armg were known in China thus early? Much has been written on
this subject. It is impossible, to go fully into it all, but I must men-
tion one or two authoribies and their conclusions. In his book “The
Middle Kingdom (Vol. 2, p. 89) Wells Williams, referring to M,
W. F. Mayers researches, says, “ No evidence exists of the use of gun_
powder as an agent of warfare until the middle of the twelfth
century, nor did a knowledge of its propulsive effects come to the
Chinese until the reign of Yung Loh, in the fifteenth century — a
thousand years after its first employment in five-crackers,”

" The date of the decree as glven in Bradley’s edition, B, E. 1298, is obviously
wrong, hut, assuming that the figure 2 is o misprint for o 9, we obtain the du.te 1998 which
coincides with the peuod of the reign. That yewr was not the year of the Dog, but the
next after. = Prince Daumrong, therefore, holds that 1997, or A.D. 1454 ig the corvect date
of the decree.

Vid. History of Siam by H. R. H. Prince Damrong Vol. I ). 463,
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Professor Sehlegel, however, in his work T'oung Pao (1902)
on the invention and use of fire-arms and gunpowder in China, prior
to the arrival of Europeans, says:— We read in the History of the
expedition sent by Kublai Khan in 1293 to punish the King of Java,
thatb......... the army was divided into three bodies in order to attack
Kalang; it was agreed that......... they should meet at Daha and
commence the battle on hearing the sound of the p'au,” & word which
Schlegel insists means a cannon firing shot, and he ‘quotes a dozen
Chinese passages in support of his contention. He continues...... w1
maintain that not only the Mongols in 1293 had caunon, but that they
were already acquainted with them in 1232,” for, we read, he says,
“in the Pai Pien (published in 1581) that on the walls of the city of
Si-ngan (in Shen-si) was preserved a long time an iron cannon, called
“Heaven Shaking Thunder’”; and an exact description of this wea-
pon is given.

« Somewhat later, in A.D. 1287, Kublai Khan, during his war
with Nayan, employed in a nocturnal expedition 10 soldiers, armed
with guns whose sound so frightened the engmy that he fled on all

_sides.” o

“ We have thus no reason to doubt that the Mongols employed
fire-arms in their expedition to Java, and the Javanese probably
learnt from them to employ them also.”

Marsden (History of Sumatra, 8rd Edit. p. 347) cqually says
that fire-arms were known in Sumatra before the arrival of the
Portuguese.”

“In another Javanese poem, the Serat Kanda, it is told that,
in the battle with an army of Siyem (Siam), Kamboja and Sokodana* -
two large guns were captured, to which the names of Guntur Geni
and Jagur were given.”......... “the battle must have taken pldce
(about) 1304, (forty odd years before the battle of @recy). It would
prove ab all events that the Siamese and Cambodians made use of
cannon in their war with Madjapahit, as early as the 14th century.”

Gerini’s theory, therefore, hag the support of Schlegel’s opinion,

* Sokodana is a disbrict in 8. E, Sumatra.
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The only point that scems to be in doubt is whether the fire
arms used by the far-eastern peoples ab this early date actually fired
shot or mevely discharged five and vapours. A passage in the
Aniials of Ayuthia says that Prince Inthara-raja, a son of King
Trailoka, in a fight against the forees of Nakhon in 809 (A.D. 1447)
in which he took part mounted on an elephant, was surrounded by
four hostile elephants and was shob in the i?’(n:uhuucl—«g?ffm ﬁu o Wy
ﬁﬂmj. Now although it may be argued that the word ﬁu does not ne-
cessavily mean a gun, I believe that the injury thus described was a
gun-shot wound. The incident ocewrred some sixty years before the
advent of the Portuguese. '

The MS. to which I have alluded as containing a list of the
nautes of the guns ab the Ministry of War, containg also a copy ol a
very old treatise on powder-making for the purposes of war.  Asa
mattor of fach the book opens with this treatise; the details which
follow are a later addition,

This old treatise gives a nunber of preseriptions for mixing
powder of various kinds; one for the making of incendinry rockets;
another for dischavrging flames with which bo terrily elephants,
horse, and foot; others again for producing murk and darkness; and
there are also divections for the shooting of men and animals by
means of soft bullets when it is not intended to kill the victirn
This last also goes to prove that the propulsive power of powder was
known in Siam in those primitive times when the discharge of Hlames
and a loud explogion were sometimes sufficient to scare an enemy into
Hight.

Before I clogse I wigh to express my deep gratitude to the
numerous friends who have aided e in the preparation of this paper
especially to H. R. H. Prince Damrong, who has given me 1nuch
valuable information and doue me the honour to read and correct the
draft; to . B. H. The Chief of the General Stafl' for permission to
photograph the guns; also to those of my colleagues and pupils in
the Royal Pages College who haye rendered me assistance in translat-
ing Siamese passages into English; and finally to Professor Coedds.
ab whose suggestion I undertook the task, and to whose active interest
and constant collaboration its consummation is principally due,
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At the conclusion of the paper the President, Mr. W. A.
Graham, rose to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Sewell for the valuable
and interesting vecord which he had éompiled. Speaking from s
own personal knowledge of the Pattani district the President men-
tioned that the old cannon foundry was a conspicuous objeet on the
plain in going bo Jering.  According to local tradition, it never was
finished, having been struck by lighting three times, and abandoned,

There was no mystery, he said, about the Spanish dollars;
they did not imply any connection between Spain and the peninsulu,
but were simply trade dollars, used when Spain had control of the
supplies of silver. When he first went to Kelantan they formed the
whole of the silver currency there.

With regard to another point mentioned by Mr. Sewell, it was
undoubtedly true  that the captaing of the sugar bavrques coming to
Bangkok did barter many guns, sowne of them now to be seen along
the banks of the river. They were thereby enabled to take on some
private cargo, and the loss of the guns could be accounted for to the
owners by the heavy storms encountered on the return Yoyuage.

Profestor Ccedés explained with regard to the manuscript
fromn the National Libravy that the treatise 16 contained on powder
‘making ete., for the purposes of war undoubtedly dated back to 1580,
The acbual manuseript was, of course, a copy.

Mr. Crosby, referring to the inscription on gun No. 13,

NIRAY Ulﬂ Wil &2, said he could not atbach to it the meaning © Cast
into the Lake,” but considered thaf it must be taken to mean thab
the weapon was to be «get up ab the South end of the Lake.”

As to the date of the introduction of firearms into this part
of the world, Le entertained a profound seepticism with regurd to the
claims supported by My, Sewell.  In saying that, he was referring
only to fire-arins of the western pattern, which no doubt were
brought in with western trade.

Alluding to Nang Tani, Mr. Croshy said it should be remem-
bered that in the days of the early factories, Dutch and English, the
ruler of Pattani was always a woman, and one who did not marry.
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Mr. Sewecll replying said that the translation of the inserip-
tion to which Mr. Croshy objected was the meaning which Prince
Damrong attached to it. His Royal Highness had told him that it
was a fact that shortly before the fall of Ayuthia a number of guns
were submerged in the lake by the Siamese, in the hope that they
would thus eseape capture. Mr. Croshy’s meaning of the words

WEH & was that, upheld 1)y Phya Boran Rajatanin,

With regard to the question of the date of the introdunetion
of fire-arms into Simn it had .Ll\\nhyq been the accepted theory
among Buropeans that fire-arms were invented in Europe ; but & few
scholars were of the opinion that it was the people of Asia who first
invented them. In his paper he had tried to bring forward one or

two arguments in favour of that contention,



