( 78 )

Some Notes upon the Development of the

Commerce of Siam.

When we hegin to consider the carly trade of Siam we hayve
to remember that away hack heyond the time when actund ovidence
starts there lios a period of which we shall never know the higtory,
and of which we ean only venture to imagine something of the
traflies and disecoveries which wore made,

We may imagine, not entirely withonb justification, that
that prehistoric time some degree of eivilisabion existed in this aren:
and we may add to that o further conjecture that foreign trade was
earried on of i volume proportioned to the degree of civilisation, for
it is one of the curious things about life that the more thoroughly o
people engages itself in moncy-making — an cngagement which,
wenerally speaking, arouses almost the worsh instinets of human
nabure — the more that people is progrossing in the scale of eivili-
sation

We have very early evidence that there were trading rela-
tionships between neighbouring lands; and we know that such inter-
course must have brought ships along the- coasts ofs Siam, The

-ovidence of the earliest trade between India and China is, of cowrse
mneertain,  Kennedy, quoted by Sir William Hunber in his History
of British Indic, «finds no positive evidence of an Indian sea-horne
trade with Western Asia before 700 B, C.” Tunter says: * The dawn
e« of history discloses the Syrian trade-voutes in the hands of Semitic
¢ paces. The Chaldean or Babylonian merchants who bronght up
¢« the Indian cargoes on the Persian Chalf, the half-nomad tribes who

e 1ed the caravan from oasis to oasis around the margin of the central

~e¢ desert to Tyre or to the Nile, the Pheenician mariners who distri-
~« huted the precious freights to the Mediterrancan cities, were all of
« the Semitie type of mankind, The civilisation of ancient Leypt
« created the first great demand for the embalming spices, dyes, and
« fine products of the Kast. But as early as the fall of Troy (11847
«B.C.), if we may still conneet a date-with the Zolic saga, Phoee-

« nician seamen had conveyed them northwards to Asia Minor and
- ¢ the Mgean Sea.”
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This early Tndian trade is a fascinating subjeet, hub it con-
cerns ns only for this reason — that there are grounds for supposing
that. (z«mvur;'ently with the Indian trade with the West there was
Chinese trade with India. The Chinese junk of to-day is very lititle
removed in appearance from the type of vesssl which sailed ‘l’.rmn'iyhu
ports ol Pheenicia.  The Pheenicians probably pushed their brade
as far as Malaya. Hunter ssys that the ancient Tao coinage or
«Knife eash ” of China has heen aseribed to the sea traders from the
Tndian Occan who, before 670 B. C., marked their hronze knives
with distinctive symhols so as to convert [them into a returnable
currency.

Hunter aiso refers to an account, written aboub 535.547 A,
of the trade with Malabar and the Easten Archipelago, and the
meeting of the sea traffic of Bgypt and China in Ceylon. -

Now it is claimed for Sian that her dominion extended as
far as Johore. We may therefore agsume that on the outward
vovage in the N, E. monsoon the junks from China touched land
“with which the name of Siam has been conmected,  Furthermore, if
the junks did not take the course outside Smnatra, and I think it
- vory likely that they did not, they would, in beating up the Straits
of Malacen, keep as far-away as possible from the lee shorve of
Sumatra; and in all probability would put inbo a creek on the coast
of the peninsula to water and take in fresh provisions hefore setting
out on the long run to Ceylon.  Sueh a ereek might well Tave been
on the coast of Kedah or on the island of Penang, whence they
wonld have a favourable point to set their course so as to clear hoth
Acheen Head and the Nieobars. I think it is highly probable that
if there were any marketable commodities to- be found along that
eoast, and anyone there prepared to do business, the Chinese, even of
those days, would have been the last people to noglect the opportn-
nity.  Dye wood (sappan) and incense (gum-henzoin), may well have
been loaded there, We have evidence of such trade later on on that
const. '

But apart from this possible early connection with an all-sea
trade route there were in existence land routes along which traffie
hetween China and India may well have passed ab a very early
peviod,  The shortest of these routes was that between Chump(:')rn'
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and the Pak Chan river, bub there were others starting from Chaiya,
from Patiyw, and from Pran. Anderson,. quoting Chroevenveldd,
mentions an “account in the history of the Liang dynasty (502-506)
“of u place called Tun-Sun, on the narvowuest part of the Malay
« Peninsula, that was the terminus of a trade route across it from the
““ Rast, and along which the commerce of India and China was car-
«ried in those days, to cseape the journey round the peninsula.  Ae-
« cording to this Chinese account, the town was famous for o wine
“made from a tree.”  Thus early we have evidence of a brade in the
Vl‘

famous nipa wine of Tenasserim, for where there was wine we iy

be surc there was traffic in it.

With this evidence to support us I think we ave justified in
helieving that there was even earlier traflic across the, peninsula.
The Chinese navigator does not care to venture too far out front the
land; and he would, thercfore, try to avoid the open ses passage
across the Bay of Bengal, Moreover, the full run from” China to,
say, Ceylon would have occupied almost six months; the veturn trip
would have taken another six months, by which time the S, W,
monsoon would have been changing; and there would have been
very litble time left in which to overhaul the junk, take in aunother
cargo, gob a much-needed rest, and yet cateh the N, K. anonsoon for
the uext voyage down from China.  On the other hand, they would
have run down from China to, say, Chumporn on the end of the N.E.
wonsvon, dlsohm'%d their cargoes for cavvinge overland, and retuen-
ed to China with the opening 8. W, mousoon,

So much for conjectural trafhic,

"

Bowring obtained from Wade, Chinese Sceretary of the super-
intendency in China, an account of the relations between China and
Sian: and it is in that account that we find the first actual evidence
of the foreign traffic of Siam. The frst allusion, i the Chinege
records, is made in the period 803-416 A.D. The first record, of »
voyage to Siam comes in 608-621, when a Chinese officor of the
Board of Works went to Siam.  Could he have been going to setble
a teals conbract 7 In 1281-1366 tribute was sent to the Ewmperor of
China,  In 1886 o Chinesc envoy was senb to Siam with thanls for
100 piculs of pepper and 100 piculs of sappan wood,  In 1887 Siamn
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sent thivty elephants ; and in 1389, 1700 piculs of sappan wood. = In
1391 Siam obtained standards of the Chinese weights and. meagures,

Although the goods I have mentioned were not sent in the
way of trade, but rather as tribute, it must be supposed that the
ships whieh earried the tribute carried also some commercial cargo;

and in 1408 there is a direct reference to a.Siamese trader going
ashore on the coast of Fuli Kien. In 1456 a Siamese envoy was
sent to China to lodge a complaint about the plundering of a Siamese
vessel by the Chams.  The Chaws were ovdered to-give cotnpensa-
tion, but they retorted that they had merely paid back the Siamese
in their own coin. In 1508 comes the first official record in the
history of Siam of misdemeanour by the Customs, bub it is to be
observed that the offeddders were not the Siamese, but the Chinese,
the authorities at Canton having wrongfully levied dutics on o
Siamese ship which had been driven into port by stress of weather,
In 1520 the collector of Customs at Canton lost his head, not figura-
Ctively but acbually, for allowing one of his staff to trade with a
Siahese ship. The laws againgt foreign trade are said to have been
very strict ab the time, but as ships with cargoes were voyaging -
Dack and fore it is only reasonable to suppose thab there was somi
expectation of disposing of the cargoes ; and probably the explanation
is to ]p found in the u‘éneml Lnstern systen of myal trading,

Records of trade mtbrwurao with China conbinue until in
1722 it is found that the Lnl]_)UOI commanded the importation-of
300,000 piculs of rice from Sian. Further cargoes were soenb, and
in the reign of the meuor Yunu Ching ninety-six Chinese sailors

- ohtained permission not to reburn bo China from Siam. From bhis
Tam disposed to think that the carly Siamese trading ships were
navigated by Chinese. We have records in the seventeenth century
to support this view, and the Dutch treaty of 1664 contained o
clause by which the King undertook not to employ Chinese sailors in
his ships sailing o' Japan.

In 1735 Siam agked that the restrictions upon the export of
copper from China might he relaxed, The request was not - granted:
By this time the rice trade between China and Siam was well estub-
lished, and in- 1761 Chinese bringing up more than 2000 piculs of
rice were roewarded with a wandarin button. If this rule had
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remained in foree some of oiwr local Chinese friends would he more
gloviously arrayed than the attendants at picture palaces.

In 1744 Chinese were permitted to build ships in Sm,m and
to sil them to China for registration.

While this traffic was growing into a settled coudition of
commercial inbercourse, trade was being opened up in other divec-
tions.

The first actual mention of a trading vessel in the China
trade takes us back to 1408, Theve is a gap of nearly two centuries
before a connection with Japan can be established. According to
Satow, «The edrliest extant record.....,...belongs to the year 1606,
“ when a letter was addressed by the Shagun Iyeyasu to the King
“ of Siam containing a request that some muskets, and incense known
“to us as ‘eagle-wood,” might be furnished to him. But there is no
¢ doubt that commercial intercourse had taken place even before this,
“for the original passports granted to Japanese junks trading to
« Siam, or rather to the Malay states of Ligor and Patani, then, as
“ now, forming a part of the Siamese Kingdom, are still in existence,
“ duted as far back as 1592.” '

In 1599 and again in 1602 a junk belonging to Patani visited
Japan, having an envoy on hoard, There is proof that in 1604 «
Japanese merchant was resident in Siam, and that junks passed bacl
and fore on lis business, and between 1609 and 1615 there are
records of ships’ passports having been issued to various Europeans
for trade with Siam. One, dated 1614, was issued to the famous
Will Adams, the first Englishman to settle in Japan,

Satow gives a long account of the early seventeenth ecentury
‘trouble with the Japanese merchants and setblers in Ayuthin. In
this ib is mentioned that in 1633 there was a Japanese feet of over
300 vessels at Ayuthia.

It ig clear that the Japanese connection with Siam’s comnierce
must have been very powerful; and concurrently with this traffic of
Japanese ships there was considerable trade hetween the two cotnt
ries which was in the hands of the English and Duteh, who were
well established in Japan Dy this time, and competing with the
J apamese for the Siam bmdc
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Tn 1636 Japan was closed to foreign intercourse, but an ex-
ception was made in favour of the Chinese, and the Dutch and
English were perwiitted to trade with Nakasaki under very restricted
conditions, The trade with Siam collapsed, as far ay its former par-
ticipants were concerned. It passed iato the hands of the Chinese.
The principal commodities exchanged appear to have been,
from Siam: — ivory, sappan wood, gunpowder, camphor, European -
cloth, guwm, deer skins, hides, and ray skins; and from Japan:—
horses, cotbon cloth, lacquer woqu, tea, porcelain, and copper.
The pioneer seamen of China and Japan were almost as great
figares, in their way, as Marco. Polo — who veturned from China by .
way of Malacca in 1295 — as Colwmnbus, da Gama, &’ Albuquerque,
Davis, and Drake. I say © in their way ” because I think it unlikely
that either the Chinese or the J apanese were prompted by a. desire
for adventure or discovery to ewmbark on the stormy and unknown
seas,  Their voyages were probably merely the natural result of
vel'lfux'ing time by time a little-further along the consts of the China
Sea, in search of trade. They do not seem to me to have shown
anything like the courage of, for imstance Bartholomeu Dias, who
rounded the Cape of Good Hope -~ the Cape of Torments, as he’
called it — in 1486 with bwo ships of 50 tons, and put back only
because his men rebelled. ‘
Bub these Bastern navigators played their part in the deve-
lopwent of Siam’s trade, and while they were doing so certain daving
Western adventurers wero opening up the connection between
Burope and this part of the world. ‘ :
The suceess of the uﬁorts to reach thc East by sailing round
‘the Cape of Good Hope mu,y be abtributed to a great extenbt to the
Papal Bulls of 1493, 1506, zmd 15614, by which the Pope very kindly,
portioned ont the unlknown world hetween the Spaniards and tho
Portuguese. -As. the Spaniards claimed the western half of the
Atlantic the Portucvuusc were forced to the Bast. In 1497 Vasco da
Clata 1oft the lawu% & week or two after J ohn szbot smhnw from’
Bl‘lsbo] on, his way as ‘he thought to India, had dl%covercd North
Amu'ma. and in 1498 ‘da (mfna, had sailed across the Southern
Indian Ocean and veached Calicut,  Others followed, and.soon’ the
' J}mtufruese hwd chta,bhshcd t.hemsclveb——the tivat Lmopean powu's

]



in the Tast. In 1508, with the object of entting off the Mohamme-
dan trade between Malacea and the Egyptian ports, de Sequeira was
sent to Malacca ; and in 1511 d’Allmque) que cmptm'od and fortified
the town,

From these days onwards until the nineteenth cenbury the
lnqtmy of the Far Hastern trade is often a history of war also; and
in the beginning it is a history of religious aggression as well, One

“wonders how far the militant missionary spirit of the West has been

responsible for the: existing hatreds, One wonders how far this
country would have remained tolerant had the Wesbern religious
activities of the seventeenth century been successful. As human
love ‘s often but thinly divided from hatred, so it seems that the
Christian religion, based on a gospel of love, has been singnlarly
effective in arousing the worst passions of mankind. ,
The Portuguese were veceived peacefully in India. They

found religious. toleration; they were not long in egtablishing a

‘repuitation for licentiousness and cruelty whieh has rarely been
equalted.  The expedition of 1500 under Cabral carried, besides a
powerful armament, eight Franciscan -friars, eight chaplains, and a
chaplain major. The first act of this militant mission was to seize
an Arab ship outside Calicut and another vessel in the harbour.
This very successfully paved the way to a commercial and religious
activiby carried on at the point of the sword, Tavernier gives an
interesting picture of the active side of religious life as it had deve-
loped in Goa in the seventeenth century.

’ But to return to the subjech of this paper; Anderson records
that Tristan d’Acunha visited Tenasserim in 1516, and that in 1511
Fernandez was sent from Malacea by sea to Ayuthia, returning over-
land to Tenasserim, THe algo mentions “Antonio de Miranda de

« Azevedo, the second envoy sent by d’ Albuquerque to Ayuthia, had

'

« g8 his companion Manuel Frageso, who went to report to d’Albu-
« quetque on all matbers, < merchandise, dresses, and cuﬂbomﬁ of the

“land, and of the latitude of the harbours. They pl.oceedcd by sen

N

“in the firsb instance to Taranque, and thence by land with horses.
“and draught-oxen to the ciby of Sifio, and on their return they re-
“ported that the peninsula was very narrow on that side where the
« Ohlnese make bhelr ‘navigation, and that from thence it" was only
« Lcn da.yq ]ourney to the comt of Tenasserim, Trang, and Tavoy.”

i o R
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Tt is established that abt this time there was trade hebween
Tenasserim, Ayuthia, and the Malacea Straits in henzoin and lac.
The records of traffie, through Tenasserim, between Siam and the '
Wost, extending as far as Bengal and Cape Chuardafui, ave fairly
full; and it is certain that the Portuguese were not long in making
use of their establishment at Malacea to ‘take their shave in the
trade, ' :

In 1516 Coelho was sent as an envoy to Ayuthia, and in the
next year the Porbugucse opened up trade with Patani. Anderson
mentions that in 1538 there were three hundred Portuguese in the port.

Between 1563 and 1581 Caessr Frederick, of Venice,
made a voyage to the East. e records that «there goeth another
«ghip for the said Captaine of Malacca to Sion, to lade verzino”
(Brazil wood), - He also records the capture of the city of Sion by
the king of Pegu in the year 1567. In the same account he men-
tions passing by sea near to the city of « Tenasari”, «'Lhis city of
# right: helongeth to the klngdom of Sion, which is situate on o great
«yivers side, which cometh out of the kingdom of Sion; and where
“ this river runneth into the sea there is a village called Mergim, in
« whose harbour every yeere there lade some ships with Verzina,
« Nypa, and Benjamin, a few cloves, nubmegs and maces which come
« from- the coast of Sion, but the greatest merchandise there is Ver-
“ zin and Nypa, which is an excellent wine, which.is made from the
“floure of a tree ealled Nyper. Whose liquour they distill, and so
“make an excellent drinke cleare as christall, good to the mouth,
<*and better to the stormke He_goes on to speak of the medicinal
virtues of this excellent wine in glowing terms and with o wealth
of detail which, although interesting, make the passage somewhat
uuqml,mhlu for inclusion in this paper.

Following upon the Portuguese came the Dutch, who, as

Mr. Blankwaardt surmises in hig excellent article in I'Mveil Feono-
mique, (November 1921), had probably visited Siam cither on their
own account or in the service of the Portugnese towards the end of

~ the sixfeenth century, Mr. Blankwaardt records that in 1601 van
Neck made & contract with thc queen of Pa,tani concerning commerce

*Hnkluyt's Voyages,



‘ o 86)

in pepper and the establishment of o factory,  Tn 1603 van der Leek
and van Waarwyek had visited Ayuthine  As o yesult of the Intber
visib the King of Siam decided to send an embassy to TTolland ;
and in 1607 a party of four «mandaring’
for Holland — the fivst Sinmese to visit Eui‘upu,

1

aed minor officinls sailed

In 1610 the Duteh had o station in Ayuthia, which was
enlarged in 1612, and opened in 1613 by Brouwer.  Duteh establish-
ments were also set up at Junk  Ceylon, Ligor, ‘and  Singora,
principally for the trade in tin — the Ayuthia establishment dealing
mainly in hides and sappan wood for the Japanese trade.

The English had become acquainted with Siam before the
close of the sixteenth centwry.  In 1518 Master Will Barret records
that ¢ Belzuinum Mandalalo comes from Siann,” * [ take this to be
Benzoin,

About 1597 John Davis, whose name is for all time conneeted
with the Arctic, visited the castirn const of the peninsula.  (In 1605
he was killed in Patani Bay in o fight with Japanese pirates).  An-
derson mentions -that By the end of the sixteenth century Siam
“(Ayuthia) and Tenasserim had hecome known in England to mer-
« chants genevally, as we find them mentioped in Foulke Grevil's
«peport on the memorial submitted to Queen Elizabeth, in 1600,
“ gtabing the reasons why English merchants might trade with the
« Hast Indies, espeeially to such vieh kingdoms as were not subject
“to the king of Spain and Portugal.™

At this period Patani way o flonvishing port. It was « resort-
“od o by ships from Surat, Clon, and the Goromandel Const, and hy
“junks from China and Japan”* The English cstablished them-
selves there 1612, In the same year they had set foot and housed
themselves in Ayuthia,  Upon arvival at the bar «the native Shah-
“bandar of the port went down probably to'receive King James'
“letter, but mainly with an eye to & personal present.”*  The Shah-
bandar was the Customs or port officer ; bub that is o long time ago !
From Ayuthia two Englishmen went to Chiengmai, to trade and to
veport upon the trading prospects,

¥

* Anderson, _ Pmﬂeﬂy ,bf the
Siamh SECIERYE Librer
BANGKOK
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The establishment of both English and Duteh in Siam natu-
rally led to their intrusion upon the Japanese trade. - Anderson -
meitions that in 1617 the Sea Adventure, which was piloted by Will
Adams, left Ayuthia for Japan with a cargo of 9,000 skins. It was
a disastrous voyage : thirty-four of the crew died ab sen, and upon
the arrival of the ship in Japancse waters there were only twelve
men on board able to work, |

Visiting Patani now, one is hardly able to realise that, away
back in the early seventeonth cenbury, there were between four and
five hundred Europeans living there. There is a record of ten KEng-
lishmen holding a sort of board meeting in the year 1615 — ten Nai '
Hamg in fact —and the inference one diaws is that the T nglish
colony must have been of considerable size.

It seems that the Europeans must have ovcro%lmatcd the
volume of trade which was possible in Siam (the snme fault has not
been unknown ‘in latér days, I believe); and before long affairs
began to go badly with the factories. It niust be remembered thab
the western encrgy was not being applied to increasing production, -
The traders were solely engaged in buying and selling. Moreover,
their activities in this respect were limited. As in other eastern
eourts the King of Siam was the chief merchant of the country; and
commodities bought and sold passed through his hands; and, worse
still from the point of view of trade, t]u‘ough the hands of his win-
isters and officials, '

The temptation to 1nbr1crue one nation fwmu.st unother lmwt
therefore have heen irresistible. - There is no reason to beliovo that
- the early Euwropean traders bore the high character of their prosent-
- day suecessors; and there is no doubt that Ayuthia must have been
a hot- bed of 1ntr1gue with English, Dutch,‘PortugueRe, Japonese,
Indmn‘ and Chinese all scheming against ea,ch other, and the Siamese *
officials sitting dcmurely looking' on; and makmcr 9 very reasonable /
proﬁt -out of the trouble. A dictaphone record of successive convor- |
sations between the «Barealon” and the melchan’uq would be, worth’ "
listening. to. S
But ifis to these rough ma.rmer-merchants these quarrc]qome “‘
and often drunken pioneers, tlxat Siam: owes, primurily, the eommerce,

‘ Wluch ena,blus her to- day to sﬁa.nd ﬁrmly on hcr own I'eet among the
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nations of the world. Throughout all the troublous years of tho
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when the kingdoms of India,
Sumatra, and Java were falling before the advancing tide of western
aggression there is hardly o suspicion that the conquest of Siam was
ever seriously contemplated.  Doubtless to the practical minds of the
Eoglish and Duteh, bent on trade and trade only, the possible profit
was not sufficiently tempting. And, on the whole, considering whatb
trading conditions were in the East, the treatment the traders re-
ceived was reasonably good.

The quarrels among the merchanbs reached their height

when, in 1618, the English Council at Bantam decided to make war
‘upon the Duteh for the satisfaction of their losses. The English
capbured on the 5th December the Black Lion “a richly laden ship,
“with rice, pepper and other commodities from Patani............In
« April 1619, John Jourdain, president of the English factories, re-
“ burned from the coast of Coromandel, with the two ships the Hownd
“and the Sampson to ‘new cstablish, both with men and means, the .

~walmost dcmyud factoriey’ of Jambi, Patani, Siam, and Succadana....

“ . veiivonThey u,mj;ved. at Patani in June 1619, to find the factory
“« disorganised by ‘the base and idle carviage’ of Edward Gillman:..
A, Adaw Denton went to the factory with the goods they had

e erUghL, and ‘resided: there while the ship lay abt anchor in the
v harbour,  John Jourdsin’s movements had, however, been cavefully
“observed by the Dutch, who no sooner knew lie was ab Patani, with
“only two ships, than they sent Henrick Johnson in pursuit of him
“with three well-appointed men-of-war, manned by 800 men. On
“the 17th July, 1619, this strong naval division sailed into the hax-
“bour of Patani, and, taking up its position, ab once atbacked the
“two English vessels, The surprise, however, had not been so
«sudden bub that the English president might have set sail and
«engaged thew at sea, where his chances of success might have been
“ greater; but he disdained to appear to have run befora his eneiny,
“ag his doing so might have damaged,in the opinion of the natives,
“the reputation his nation had established for coura.o‘e He deter-
“mmed therefore, to fight them in full view of the' town, and. ac-
‘¢ cordingly never moved from his anchor- while thiey hore down on
<« him — conduct which one of Jourdain’s contemporaries said deser-

N
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«ved favourable censure’, a verdieb which every :L(ll})il.‘gr of courage
“will accept. Alter a ¢five glasses fight’, “their noble pms‘i(]vnt'
“says Marmaduke Steventon, who fought on board the Hownd, © was
«glain in parley’ with the Dutch commander, ‘recoiving his deabh

« wound, with a musket, under the heart’.” *

The survivors of this fight were taken prisoner by thie Dudch.
Their treatment was not all that it might have been, even in a
Irutal age. It is described fully by Anderson, who also says that
the Queen of Patani undertook the protection of the English and
their houses —at a price. Gencrally speaking, cverything had a

¢

price, in those far-off days.

The trade appears to have shown no signs of improvement ;
for both the English and Duteh closed their factories in Ayuthia
ahoub the year 1628, But the Dubch were back again before 1629,
I have obtained some figures of the rates of duty at this period,
trom The Iistory of the Second Reign, by H R.IL Prince Damrong,
There were five methods of securing a revenue from the teade, viz.,
by ‘

(1) Tees on passes — permissions to enter for trading. (Ka
berle long or ka pak riia).

(2) TImport duties.

(3) Export duties.

(4) Drofit from the sale of Government unnmodlbu\h

(5) Pre-emption of import cargoes,

It does not appear, nor is it likely, that the trade had dimi-
nished.  No doubt it had grown to some extent; but the Chinese
had secured a fim hold on the castern traffic, » hold which was
.sbrunwbhunud after 1686, when Japan was closed to foreigners; and
the trade of Mergui and Tenasscrim was probably carried largoly
first by Indian craft and Jater by Company’s ships {rom Masulipatam
and Madras, The bompany s la,ctory ab M wdrw was established in
1639.

About 166_0 trade seems : to - have illnpl‘dve(l, and the
English  factory in  Ayuthia “was . resettled in 1662 A
letter o Surat  deseribes the goods vendible in  the Siwn

5

*Anderson.
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market. They ave—cloths of various kinds, calicoes, chintzes, loong-
Dees, and long-cloths, A letter from the authovities at Fort

George, quoted by Anderson, descibes the trade in 1668 :—“The
« Moors supply Siam with goods, which they send vie Tennassarve,
“but they carry them 40, dayes by land, and pay severall customos,
«and are at about 50,t0. and charges more than ye goods yt goe by
“shipping,. soe yt if wee used yt Trade, wee shall quickly beate yu
“out. The Dutch, it is true lade many shipps from thence, but ye
“most of them carry provisions for Malacca and Batavia, the rest are
«imployed wtb Tynn, Elephants Teeth, Lead, and Sappan Wood,
“there is alsoe brought unto the pl&ce by shipping all sorts of South-

“ Sea como, silk, Gold, and pes. of 2, Sugr, Dopp. Tuttanague, Am-

%
“Dber-Grecce, Muske, Agula, Beniamen &c............when Mr. Bland-
“well was theire, there was 15 sayll of Dutch “ihl_p_p‘i besides their
“Japan fleete. ”

At-this time the Dutch were more less at war with Siam,
although it does not ELPI)CBJI" that their factory was closed; but in
1664 they concluded a treaty by which the King undertook: not to
employ any Chinese in his ships going to Japan, and by which, also
the Dutch secured a monopoly of the trade in hides, and the King
conbracted to supply themn with. 10,000 piculs of sappan wood annia-
lly. Tu this treaty the Dutch attempted to secure freedom for their
trade, and from the'directness of the language used it is plain that
the' matter was considered to be ‘one of ‘greab  importance.
“The Honourable Company shall be free to ncgotinte, deal, and
“correspond with all persons no matter what rank they oceupy
“ whenever the Honourable Company may choose to do so, \V]bhou{,.
“as has happened before, - being interfered with either divect] ly
“or indivectly by anybody whosoever he may be,”  There is nothing
of bhe language of secret diplomacy aboub that,

The treaty also furnishes the first reference to extra-terrvitorial
Jurisdietion 111 Siam.  The clause rung :— Shonld (God forbid) any
" “of the (Jompa,ny s residents commit o grave erime in Siawm, neither
~“the King nor the Siamese courts shall Jjudge him, but he shall he
“delivered to the chief of the Honourable Company, in order to be
“ punished according to Duteh law : and in case the said chief him-
- “self commit a capital crime, His Majesty shall have power to place
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‘Do Choisy mentions -the war with toleonda, and states
that Siam  had captured o’ vessel of  Coleondn, and  that
six Siamese vessols had been fitted ont and armed, three command-
ed hy Frenchmen, and three by Englishmen, 4

Thig embassy was the beginning of the downfall of I’]mul]\(m
T have said that there is hardly a suspicion that the concuest of Sian
was ever seriously gontemplated.” 1 made that statement in o quali-

fied form becanse it is by no means certain what was in Phaulkon's
mnind, or'in the minds of Louis XIV and of Colbert, The opinions
of the English and Duteh traders are scarcely veliable, After his
change of religion Phaulkon ceased to be a friend of either of the
great companies: and the English, although at one time they sug-
gested that King Charles should confer a title of honour upon him
(the decoration bribe was not unknown then), were particularly hitter
hecause of Phaulkon's former connection with their Company. What-
ever were the motives which prompted the chief actors, there can be
no doubt that the French mission of de Chanmont, followed by that
~of de la Loubére in 1687, opening up, apparently, the most glowing
progpects, resulted in a disaster which involved not only the French
hut the whole trading community and the development of the
country. - .
| De la Loubére gives an indication of th commereml situation
in his time. “The richest of the foreigners, and above all the Moors
“ have withdrawn elsewhere since the King has reserved to himself
“nearly all the foreign trade. His royal father did the same and
“ perhaps it has been the policy of Siam -to act thus from time to
time. Nevertheless it is certain that commerce has nearly always
“been free and that it has often flourished in Siam. Fernand Mandex
“ Pint6 says that in his time there came every year more than a
“ thousand foreign vessels; now there are onfv two or three Dutch
“barques.” He goes on to comment upon the heavy taxation of the
people, on the corvée, and on the lack of civeulation of the monq
collected as revenue, stating that much of it never mbnrns to. the .
people but remains in the royal hands.

One result of this state of affairs was that the Indnm mer-
chants withdrew to Tenasserim and Mergui, where they  had a free
ﬁald for their bmdmo operations, But Phaulkon resolved tohave d

"
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« hiin under arvest until notice shall have been given of the sameoe
¢ g the (Governor-General.”

In 1662 the French made their first appearance in Niam, in
the person of the Bishop of Bérythe., - He was followed, in 1664, by
Francis Pully, Bishop of Heliopolis. The priests made every offort
to interest the King in their faith, although they veceived what
Anderson ealls *a rude shock” when they found that religion, as
well as commerce, is subject to (,ompetltlon——Molmmmedan emissaries
jputting in an appearance in 1668 to urge the claims of their faith.

The Bishop of Heliopolis made a visit to Rome, and returned
in 1673 with letters' and presents from the Pope and Louis X1V,
AIn 676 and 1677 more missionaries drvived ; and in 1680 cume
. the traders, following their ploneelj footsteps.

~ One does not like to question the motives of these notably
good and brave men. Doubtless they were merely pawns moved ab
the will of the master minds in France, but it is not unreasonable to
“suppose that the dwclopmcnt of Siam might have progressed much
more qmd\lv and on d1ﬁerent lines, had not some of these ecarnest-
but unpractical men set foot in the country. \

A Siamese embassy was sent to France, and in 1685 de
Chawnont arrived, to set the seal, as he thought, and ag the sanguine
e Choisy thought, upon the work of the inissionaries. In their
company was de Forbin, who remained to command the forces ab
'Eznngkok, and whose journal, like that of de Choisy, is interesting
reading, if ‘only on account of the simple egotisn disclosed, Tt is

quite clear that, like many another, hopeful young man_ who has.
come %o thig countr y, de For hin imagined that he was destined to
swa,y the rod of empire in Siwm; ‘and it is equally clear that he
imagined that he possessed the force of churacter to wrest that rod
from the hands of Phaulkon, He was mistalen ; he was a man of -
uo character ab all, but [ am grateful to him for one thing — he has
shown me where that old story of the clephant and the tailor — the
tailor prlcknw the inquisitive trank with his needle, and the annoy-
ed animal pa,ssmrr on to reburn later with its. trunle full of water
wherewith to souse thie tailor —

vhere that dear old story of our
ululdlumd came from: The ov I(lbn(',b is lllCOﬂtLOV Lrtlb]b bu,uus(, dc
I*Drbm saw 1b lmppen’ : £ e
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share in it for the King and for himself. Te appointed, as F{hnlll—
bandar of Mergui, one Samuel White, a Company’s servant. In
addition to heing Customs and port officer White was connm‘.l'aiftl
agent for the King. Tt would appear that it was not remarkable in
those days that a European Customs official should be expeeted o
know something of commercial affairs, But that is o long time ago.

Before this had happened commerce had been growing very
difficult in Ayuthia. The English factory had a rge sum of money
owing to them, and had petitioned, without result, for assistance in
collecting the money. A cargo of English woollen manufactures,
worth £10,000, arrived in 1681 ; but its sale does not appear to have
helped the Company ; for they began to make plans for leaving.

The Company’s officers were unreliable —one of them ex-
plained away the absence of 500 chests of Japan copper by saying
that they had been destroyed by white ants — and the King’s officers
were obstructive, Merchants were given no consideration; indecd
they wove imprisoned and pilloried ; and things were plainly in a
state of grave disorder. It is obvious that the primitive ideas of the
court upon commerce were unsuited to the conditions of the trade;
and one can see in all this welter of confusion, so prejudicial both to
the interests of the country and of the traders, how unavoidable was
the development of the sufegu&rdslwhich treaties and laws provide.

Both' sides insisted upon the preservation of the monopoly
system.  As we have seen, the Dutch had secured a monopoly of the
hide trade. They held also the privilege of being the sole tin buyers
in Ligor, a privilege confirmed to them in 1668, in the ratification of
bheir tréaty of 1664. In 1675 the English were given a monopoly
in tin in Chaiya, Chumporn, Tattang, and Pompin, Anderson thinks
that Tattang is o small island in Chaiya Bay, and Pompin, or Phun-
phin, is situated on another island . in the Bay, Heis, I think,
wrong.  Tattang is Thalang, or Puket; and Pompin is Pang Nga, on
the mainland north-east of Puket. The concession was obvious] y
intended to give the English the control of the tin at both ends of
 the overland routes, o

~ White at Mergui seems to,have given most of his attention
to naval operations against Goleonda, He was soon in trouble, and
was recalled to Ayuthia, -where he was treated very coldly by

e
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Phanlkon.  While he was there the Maceassar rehellion broke out,
in which two English captains and four Frenchmen were killed.
White reburned to Mergni, and the Goleconda war was proseeuted umntil
the relations hetween the English Company and the Siamese became
g0 strained that at last the Company determined to seize Mergui.
A ship was sent thither. High-handed action was taken by the
English, which avoused the anger of the Siamese; and on the 14th
July 1687 the people of Mergui broke hounds, and a massacre of the
Einglish ensued — White having the good fortune t6 malee hig escape,

De la Loubére avrived in 1687 with a large suite of officers
and priests, and 1400 French soldiers commanded by Gencral des
Farges. The following year Phaunlkon was dead, the French werc
driven out, a.nd a new King was on the throne. The Dutch alone
seem to have come untroubled through those troublous times.

Both English and French seem to have made efforts to resame

~commercial relationships with Siam, but apparently without any

direct results upon trade. Indeed the president at Madras propose
a private subseription war against Siam. That president’s name is
known all over the world to-day. Ie was Elihu Yale, after whom
Yale University was named.*

" Trading conditions were not good. Piracy was only too com-
mon in the Indian seas; %nd it was ab this time that the renowned
Captain Kidd, senbt out fo suppress the evil-doers, found piracy so
abtractive an occupation that he became the worst pirate of them all.

A writer in 1678 gives a detailed account of the commerce of
Siam at this time, an account which is to bé found as an appendix to
Anderson’s Bnglish Intercourse. From this statément we find that
the chief products of the country were:— Agilla or eaglewood, areca,
sappan, elephants, saltpeter, lead, - tin, ivory; “all wch. are
engrossed: by the King” His Majesty seems to have been
content with about two-hundred per cent. proﬁtupon his trading.

The “more vulgar commodities wherein all Psons have liber-
ty to trade” were ivon, rice, “jagarah” (pa]m-suygar), timber, salt, raw
hides, and “cheroon”, Anderson fails to identify cheroon, It is
powble that it may be Kara,boon (camphor).

* Anderson,

t Bince- this paper wag mad it has heen quggeqted to me by M:L Gr(w that
chmoon ' mny be the Arvabie *‘ Karun®’ (hom : v



The imports woere « Rawe and wrought silke, (?ui(-k Silver,
Tutenague, Poreellaine, Wrought copper, and Trom Pang ™ ‘

Much of this import trade was not for home consumption hat:
for sale elsewhere.. Copper, spelter, and porealain were, Fore instanes,
hartered for calico from Surat and the Coromandel coast.

The shipping consisted of one or two yearly ships to Japan,
and Canton, and sometimes to Amoy. A King’s ship was sent every
vear to Manila, , Other shipping, excepting two or three vessels
owned by other.merchants, was in the hands of the Chinese, '

The Duteh found their chief. profit, at the end of the century,”
in their tin and hide monopolies, particularly the latter,

The information available concerning Siam’s eommerce in the -
eighteenth century is scanty, Conditions were by no means favour-
able to trade, for during the greater part of the century the counfry
was the battlefield of invading and i.nﬂufrecbiona,ry fgmes. The .
possossion of Mergui and Tenasserim was lost; and Ayuthin was
destroyed. The city where once foreign traders gatheved in their
hundreds coased for ever to be a coramercial centre, The condition
of the country may be imagined from the fact that it was necessary
to import rice to feed the people. , ‘

That some form of eommercial enterprise still remained we
know from the Chinese records slread y quoted ; but, gencrally spealk-
ing, the trade of the country must have lain dormant,

With the establishment of peaceful conditions, trade hegan to
awake again; but the Euwope@n portion of that trade was no longer
controlled by the great companies of the past, nor wag it — and thig
is much more important — hampered by their jealousies and intrigues,
The trade which was slowly but suvely being built up was a fair _
trade, subject to the ordinary conditions of business competition, |
The day of monopolist éompanies had passed. They had served their
purpose in a period when: private enteéi‘ijrise, for away from the big
markets of the world, was an impdssibility ; and having fulfilled their
- mission, Time, in the pleasantly casual way. he has With his servau
dt:oppedxthveiﬁ‘ genﬁly into the :{Zrearﬁ. y YLD his Sﬂy”f“m(ﬁ,
| R}Oygd‘l‘bmdi‘ng C‘ontinuec\l‘f‘inti] the reign of King Phra Nang

Klao, who upon his gecession announced his intention of not being o
"“‘,Ki“g ' merchanhf”“ﬁf ;have*, the particulars; taken from HRIH,
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Prince Damrong’s History of the Second Reiyn, of an interesting
voyage made by « ship, under Govermmnent instruction, in - the year
1818. She appears to have sailed from Trang, carrying elephants

and tin.

Value Tieals ’ ST E
of Cargo :—llephants 8862  Cargo sold in India for
Tin 8430 Elephants 72006
Labour 1958 B Tin 10851
Total 19250 ' Total 18057

Tess — Ko Tamniem 2022
. Wages 1232

3264 8254

Net total 14803
A loss of 4447

l‘)&o()

But the transaction did not stop theve, The instructions were
b bfing back certain white cloth. The Indian merchant, however,
“was, tuable to furnish this cloth, and asked that the ship might
“ return for it in- the following year; but he supplied four kinds of
white cloth of a total value of Ticals 4350.

¥

, Washing and Ironing this cloth cost Ticals 457 (blni» dhobie
Cwas dunw well).. The value of the cargo was, ther cLoru ’l‘m&ls 48017, .
“Therefore,” says the letter from which I quote “the Tndian dealer
still owes ‘the ship Ticals 9956.” (I make tlm figure Ticals 88996, but
. bhe.account is near enough to accuracy for our purpose.) And Phya
- Nakori is ordered to fit out the ship with elephants and tin the next

“year, to take this debt in cloth. ‘

From a mere outsider’s point of view, it seems thut it would
have been cheaper to bring the ship back light, and cut the loss of
 the 4447 ticals made on the oubward voyage ; for it will be observed
‘Mmt\;.‘.bhe ‘:shortwge referred toj in'the letter is not on the capital ex-
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. “ready money'in both cases. The.commander furnishes provisions,
« A single junk has been known to bring 1200 passengers to Bang-

“kok; and I am told that the annual immigrations into that place
“may be moderately estimated ab sever thousand.”

JIn 1824 came Hunter, the first Butmh-bom merchant to re-
side in Bangkok. Mr. Adey Moore says that in 1835 ]—Iuntel had four
vessels annually making voyages for him. .

In 1822 the Crawfurd mission, and in 1825 the Burney mis-

‘ sion, came to Bangkok. The latter resulted in. the abolition of the
’ heavy duty charges on imports and exports, and substituted a uni-
form measurement duty — a bad .arrangement, but, judging by its
effects, o much better one than the .system it superseded, undoubtedly
* because it put an end to the irregular and oppressive assessment of
. duties, One very important clause in Burney's treaty stipulated
that merchants « shall be allowed to buy and sell without the inter-
vention of othe1 persons.” In another clause it was stipuiated that
mérchants « shall be protected and permitted to buy and sell with
facility.” -One hundred and fifty years had passed since the Dutch
" attempted to secure the same reasonsble privilege, but still the cour-
try had not learned how essential is liber by to trade. It wasa very
important matter, for, although the King had ceased to be a “King
merchant,” the right of pre-eniption was still claimed and exercised
by the Government officials, and trade was. very seriously ]mmpel'edb

.+ Crawfurd mentions that an American ship which came to Bangkok

to completc its ‘cargo by taking in a small quantlty of sugar, was
kept waiting for about six weeks before it was allowed to receive its
Cargo. o, o , .
‘ Ruschenbm ger, the chromclel of the Roberts American Mis-
~gion of 1836, says that only two American. vessels had visited Bang- '
kok in eight years, although at one time there had been ab least 2200 -

_tons of Amez ican shipping in the trade. -

This writer gives pasticulars of the commerce in his time,
’ althouoh it is'not clesr whether he is giving figures of production or
~of foreign commerce. I think ‘much of it is inland bmfﬁc

The punmp&l ﬁgmes are _ . oy
Puddy oo 1,696,428 i plculs
Tealf"; i ;"‘ L 127,000 t1ee°. '
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penditure, hut on the proceeds of the sale, by which, as I have
shown, & loss of '1‘1wls 4447 had already been incurred.

It was a poor commercial effort, but a fine example of the
folly of government trading; o lesson which the world scems to be
slow to learn,

« As it was in the beginning
Is to-day official sinning
, And shall be for evermore.”

Crawtud | gives some interesting details of the trade of Bang-
kok in 1822, putting the whole of the Siam-China trade, carried in
aboub 140 junks, at 561,500 piculs; and the trade with the Straits,
Cochin-China, and the Gulf ports, carried in 200 junks, at 450,000
piculs, Qutside the junk traffic, commercial intercourse scems to
have been negligible, except for a certain amount of trade with
Penang by the overland routes.

The land routes to Mergui and Pak Chan were closed to trade
after the Burmese conquest, and it is only in the last few years that
the last.named route has heen re-opened as a road, When I crossed
it & fow years back it was havdly even a track. Fraser crossed it
in 1861 and found it rather trying. However he obtained some
satisfaction from his exploit, for he records solemnly in his official
reporb that it is “a vonte quite unknown and has never been travers-
ed by Buropeans.” *  Apart from the trafbe of cenburies, an official of
his own government — Tremenhcere — h(Ld crossed and reported upon
it only eighteen years before.

Hairris, of Burney’s embassy, speaks of the still existing
traffic between Chaiya and Pung Nga, and on the southern routes,
Trang to Nakorn Sritamaraj and Kedah to Singora. C

In Crawfurd’s time the pepper produced in Siam was e.s.Ll-
mated ab 60,000 piculs; sticklae 16,000 piculs; sappan wood
30,000; ivpry at 1,000; and fine cardamums at 500. Teak was usud
as formerly in ship-building, but very little was exported. One in-
beresting piece of information given by Crawfurd is that « passengers
“form the most valuable importation from China to Siam.  The rate
“of psssage money between Bangkok and Amoy-is eight; Spanish

«dollars, and between Bangkok and Changlim six Spanish dollars —

1 |
-~

*4 Miseellaneous Pupers relating to Indo-Ching.”
iy ¢ "
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“ready money‘in both cases. The.commander furnishes provisions.
“ A single junk has heen known to bring 1200 passengers to Bang-

"« ok ; and I am told that the annual immigrations into that place
“may be moderately estimated at seven thousand.”

In 1824 came Hunter, the first British-born merchant to re-
side in Bangkok. Mr. Adey Moore says that in 1835 Huntu had four
vessels annually making voyages for him.

In 1822 the Crawfurd mission, and in 1825 the Burney miy-
sion, came to Bangkok. The latter resulted in. the abolition of ‘the
heavy duty charges on imports and exports, and substibuted a uni-
form meaéuyemeut duty — a bad .arrangement, but, judging by its
effects, a much better one than the system it superseded, undoubtedly
becauss it put an end to the irregular and oppressive assessment of

. duties. One very important clause in Burney’s treaty stipulated
‘that merchants “ shall be allowed to buy and sell without the inter-
vention of other persons.” Inanother clause it was stipulated that
merchants « shall be protected and permitted to buy and sell with
~ facility.” -One hundred and fifty years had passed since the Dutch
" attempted to secure the same reasonable privilege, but still the coun-
try had not learned how essentm]_ is liberty to trade. It wasa very -
important matter, for, although the King had ceased to be a “King
merchant,” the right of pre-emption was still claimed snd exercised
by the Government officials, and trade was. very seriously hampered.
Crawfurd mentions that an American ship which came to Banglkolk
“to complete its ‘cargo by taking in a small quantlty of sugar, was

kept waiting for about six weeks before 1’0 was allowed to receive its
CArgo. =y . N
,"Ruschenberger, the chronicler of the Roberts American Mis- '
- sion of 1836, says that only two American. vessels had visited Bang-

kok in eight years, although at one time there had been at least 2200 -

‘tons of American shipping in the trade. -

5 This writer gives pswtlculmq of the commerce in his time,
o althouoh it is'not clear whether he is giving figures of production or
of foreign commelcc I think much of it is 1nland traffic.

'l‘he plmmpaJ figures are _ :
Puddy E e 1,696,423 ' plcul'%
cTeak e L 127,000 trees
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Sappan wood e 200,000 piculs
Cuconut oil v - 600,000 =
Sugar 96,000 "
Palm sugar 150,000 Jars
Salt ven 8,000 coyans
Pepper 88,000 .  piculs
Cardamums vee T 4,550 »

. Sticklae e 8,000 "

Iron 20,000 -
Ivory , 300 ,,
Gamboge v 200 .,
Deer horns s . 26,000  pairs
Buffalo hides ... 500 pieces*
Cow hides 100,000 .
Bénjamin e - 100 piculs
Dried fish e o 19000
Rosewood 200,000

~ But although the treaty appeared to have cleared the way to
commercial freedom, affairs were still far from satisfactory. Mr.
Adey Moore quotes some of Hunter’s troubles; and whether or not
Hunter’s ease was quite as sound as he made it out to be it is appa-
rent that the Government was still far from realising its responsi-
bilities.

Pallegoix records, with eloquent indignation, the great number
of monopolies which existed in his day and blames an English
Ambassador for suggesting the idea to the King. These monopolies
were « farms ”: and the good bishop probably forgot that France and
England had both the same form of revenue collection in the days
when their revenue services were still in their infancy, The farm
system is always'bad‘, but the Governiment was at least reaching out
for control and had definitely abandoned state trading.

- I do not think the Bishop was & sound authority upon com-
merce. Incidentally he mentions that the measurement duty of
1700 ticals per wah was made expressly to hinder Europeans, and
especially the English, in their trading. . It was, of course, the rate

agreed upon when Burney made his treaty. But the Bishop thinks
that a mea.suremeub duty by which. a cheap cargo paid as mu,ch duty .
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as a valuable one was a very veasonable and even advantageous
system. The trading community expressed their opinion in results
when the system was changed.

Bowring’s treaty of 1856 was the inevitable outeowe of the
existing state of affairs, and its value may be judged by the remark-
able development of Siam’s trade since the treaty was made, a deve-
lopment which would not have been possible if the safegnards and
assurances provided by the treaty had not been secured. Tt must
not be overlooked, however, that there were other important agencies
at work. The treaty was made at a time when the T hrone was oc-
cupied by an enlightened and enterprising Monarch whose life was
devoted with singular faithfulness to the interests of his country. It
was o time, also when steam was taking the place of sail (the first
steam ship was brought to Bangkok by Hunter in 1843); and car-
goes could be carried up and down the Gulf independently of the
monsoons,  As steam wvessels increased; the junk tratie, and with it
the Chinese contiol, diminished. One after another the trading
nations of the world — some of them nations which had horne no
share of the heat and burden of the pioneer days — copied Bowring’s
treaty. - Consulates were established, and under their shelter, secured
from oppression and guaranteed against injury vesulfing from cap-
rice and corruption, the foreign merchants built up, in a country
which was only just beginning to learn the art of good government,
the substantial edifice of commercial prosperity which we see to-day.’
A comparative appendix shows the growth of Siam’s com-.
merce. a S S C

Looking hack over the history ‘of Siam’s commerce, bwo re-
markable features stand out ahove all others,

The first is that throughout the whole period we are dealing
with the same export commodities. The trade has been extended
only in quantity, and not in variety. There are few countries of
which this can be said; there are few countries which have been so
long in contact with trade and have. still retained their primitive
commereial characteristics. The centuries have added no new pro-
| duets of the soil, produced no new craftmanship. Furthermore they
have not seen the growth of a native commereial community. While
the people of Siam have progressed - 111 the “art of oovwnmenb fmd
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have developed great- ability in directing and controlling official
affairs, they have acquired no powers of judgment or application in
connection with the affairs of commerce. Their business ability has
not risen above the stage of bargaining. The spirit of commerce
has passed them by, although the Iure of profit has not; zlnd they
remain aloof, untaught, and disinclined to learn.

This brings me to my second point, which is that the com-
mercial development of Siam has at all times been in the hands of
foreigners. Setting on one side the Royal and official traders, who
‘merely ‘Hbught and sold commodities which their power enabled
‘them to eontrol, it is a startling fact that the trading houses have
always been foreign, and that even the ships, built in Siam of Siam- .
ese timber, and carrying Siamese produce, have been manned and
piloted almost entirvely b3 foreigners — Chmese Japanese, Indinn,
and Buropean.* ’

I cannot close without inv 1t1110~ you to think of the men to-
whom Siam owes its emergence from the obscurity of a veiled Kast-
ern existence; those rough-tengued, hard-living merchant adven-
turers of the West, who, attracted by the hope of glory as well as by
the lust of gain, set out in their small craft across the uncharted

- seags, fearful of dangers natural and supernatural, yet daring all.
There are great names among them, names which have come
down’ through the centuries, and will pass on to future generations;
‘great names ‘whose lustre is reflected on this country

Their hones lie on the sea-floors of these coasts, and in tlw

‘ @lasq—grown forgotten corners of sl eepy townships; but their worlk -
(3
~stands. 7

iy
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Appendix,
Comparison of Trade Figures at diffevent periods during the last seventy yearvs. The figarey for 1850 are
those given by Mgr. Pallegoix. They do not appear to be at all reliable, many of them being obviously overestimated.
The figures for 1919-20 are not the latest available, hub that year is tuken as the Iast year of comparatively
"normal trade except for the Rice exports.

PRINCIPAT. COMMODITIES. 1850, 1892, 1901. v 1919-20.
Agilla, Wood .. . Pels. 6,000 Pels. 475 Pels. 708 Pels. 1,072
Benzoin .. .. .. ' 200 " 6537 . 168 iy T4
Cardomoms .. . . " 6,700 " . 3,970 . 2,487 " 5,365
Cocontut Qil e v .. 'y 700,000 .. o .
Cotton .. . e Bales 200,000 " 3,782 " 5,881 " : 6,423
Fish .. .. . Pels. 190,000 " 119,154 " 277,201 " 156,729
Gamboge . . . " ‘ 600 » 282 " 44 ” 0649
¥ Hides—Buffalo’and Cow .. ‘ Sking 120,000 m 19,224 i 19,484 " . 60,270
. §kins 18,424 | [ Sking 15,052 | .
‘e N .y ' . ’ ! skin 214 3 b
i Deer : { Pels. - 7,682 { Pels. 60,308 Shins 15,058
. Pairg 1,472 Puirg 2,120 Tairs 250
Homs—Deer .. . . Pairs 30,000 ! ! )
eTeer e 00 { Pels. 404 { Ple: 412 { Pels. | 831
Indigo .. ‘. .. Dots 60,000 .. " 1 T
Iron .- . L. Pels, 20,000 . . .
Ivory . . " 500 " 45 s 58 1 17
Pepper - .- . ’ 70,000 . 19,737 " 19,424 " 16,544
Rice .. .. Coyans 15,000,000* i 3,426,786 " 11,516,781 " 7,409,4531
Solt - . .. " 12,000 " 16,698 " 86,085 " 1,048,802
Sappan Wood . . T . Pels, 500,000, o 84,314 1 13,222 " 61,111
Sticklac .. - . " 11,000 ' 4,851 ' 9,881 " 17,863
Sugar . . . " 250,000 e 454 " oL, 71,778
w o Palm ., . . Jars 180,000 S te .
Tenk .. . R I 130,000 Tons 11,444 Tons 88,507 " ; .
‘ " Pds.. . 8,894 | Telm 60,088 | Lo 70,202
1892, ‘ 1901. 191920,
Total Value of Trade :— ‘
TImyports- B . 1,388,462 2,893,082 12,272,968
Exports. ... 1,431,936 4,589,222 15,718,170
¥ g ﬁgui’e is plainly absurd. : . : ’ t Average export in normal

years=DPels, 18,000,000,







