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THE YANG KALO’ (KARIENG) OR WHITE KARENS.

Translation of a paper reccived from Chiengmai in answer

to the Society’s Questionnaire, by E. J. WALTON.

Section 1.
PrysioAL CHARACTERISTICS.

'J.‘héy are of mediwm physique and well proportioned.
Neither stout-nor thin, but just medinum.
The face is flat full face, and square in profile The nose
is small and flab full face, and of the shape of a right angled
triangle in profile.
The lips are thin and dark in eolour, broad across and curling
upwards.
The hair on face, head and body is mostly long, the individual
hairs slender and straight and usually sprouting. The hair on
the body is short, and the individual hairs small and fine ; on the
legs they ave coarser and longer—at the most about an inch or
so—not growing thickly, soft, not curly, black in colour.
The eyes are blackish in colour,
They are not horizontal. = The external corner of the eyelids is
a little higher than the rest of the lid.
The colour of those parts of the body which are protected from
the sun by clothes is of a whitish yellow ; the exposed parts are
dark yellow. New born babies all have dark blue spots (called
non-permanent birth marks ) on their backs and buttocks which
disappear at about 1} to 2 years of age.
ADDITIONAL, INFORMATION.
(a) Generally the skull is square but some are misshapen,
(b) The beeth are mostly black through chewing areca nubt
and bark, S
(¢) Many men and women pierce holes in their ears about 3
centimetres broad,
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(d) Many of the men tatoo their bodies and legs; the body
and arms ave tatooed in red with vermilion in the form of
dragons and various superstitious figures; the legs are
tatooed in black with figures of dragons—~fantastic animals
tatooed according to the fancy of the tatooer—and also in
lines,

Section Il
HanrraTions AND CuUsTOMS.

Habitat. The people like to settle on the slopes or tops of hills
within reach of streams; they are also found on the lower levels
and near the main rivers, but only in very small numbers,
They are numerous in all parts of the Ambhoe of Mé& Sarieng and
also in the Ambhoe of Mé& Hong Son. They like to live in
small communities of not more than 30 houses at the most and
the villages are from 8 to.24 hours’ distance apart.

They are agile and not at all stupid. They call themselves
«Pakdh Yo' ” but by the people living round about they are
called «“ Yang”. Speaking generally they are not very polished
in their manners, as their race has no culture of its own, i e,, they
don't know much about decent manners or politeness.
Habitations. Their villages are subject to the ordinary admin-
istration of the District. When built on the tops of hills, they
are not fenced, the stream and the hill itself being looked upon
as the boundaries. If a fence ig built, it is only built on the
entrance side. Those who live in the low country by the rivers
do make fences, using logs or bamboos or slabs (timber ).

Asregard the actual houses, the people living in the hills
build flat houses resembling sheds, roofed with split bamboo slats
overlapping each other and looking in the distance like corrugat-
ed zinc sheets. The roof is used for drying the rice on. There
ig & low bamboo floor, square, but no partition walls or outside
veranda ; the house-ladder goes straight up to the door of the
house. The kitchen and the place for receiving visitors are in
the sleeping room. The furniture consists of 2 or 3 earthenware
cooking-pots, a big wooden platter on which to serve up the
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rice and from which every one in the house cabs ; spoons made
of bamboo “for dipping out the curry; bamboo eylinders for
drawing water, and to hold the drinking water and the water
for general use; mats for lying on, woven out of a tree re-
sembling a rush ; wooden pillows; baskets, sieves, hetel boxes,
ete.  As arule very little atbention is paid to cleanliness.
Clothing. The men usually wear sarongs and trousers with a
short coat without waist and sewn up to the throat ( formerly
worn also by the the Siamese ); if they wear a long shirt comning
down below the knees, they don't wear sarongs or trousers in
addition. The coats both of men and of women are without
sleeves.

Unmarried girls wear a long white garment reaching neatly

to the ankles and no other under garment. Married women

wear short jackets embroidered with seeds (“dJob’s tears™),
and “sing” of various colours. There are mno special clothes
for festival days, but only for the wmarriage day when new clothes
prepared by the bride and bridegroom are worm.

The hair in the case of the men is worn long and hnotted on
the right fowards the back of the head, and a long silk or cotton
head-cloth is worn, The women knot the hair right on the
bhack of the head, and use as a head-cloth a square of cotton
about 70 centimebres long and folded from corner to corner
( diagonally ) with the knot in front. Many kinds of ornaments
are ‘used, The men sharpen bits of ivory with pointed ends
and put them in their ears: these they call “ N di ka cho’ mé.”
‘Women have many kinds of ornaments, such as silver or brass
armlets of which they put a number of pairs on each arm;
silver earrings; and small bells round the ankles. Also they
tie Dblack cotton threads round their legs above the calf and
rouné. the ankles. They wear many strings of beads round their

necks.
Food. Rice and the flesh of various kinds of animals such as
bulls, buffaloes, pigs, crabs, fish, tortoise, sambur, barking decr,

snakes, ete; also smaller species such as tree-lizards ( ;¥ ), frogs,
ete——whatever they happen to come across. If they come across
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any animal, it will likely come in their line of food, and thereare
few species that they won't eat. They are fond of liquor and
like to distil it themsclves, They smoke tobacco in pipes, but
opium smoking is very rare. Areca nut and betel are popular
with both men and women, Cooking pots and other ubensils
are as described in clause 2.

Hunting and fishing. They are keen hunters and fishermen,
For fishing they use casting nets, and weel ; and various instru-
ments for shooting, trapping and catching animals, such ay
cross-bows, snares, traps, spring-traps, pointed stakes and guns,
They shoot every kind of animal.

Means of Transport. They have no vehicles of any kind.
Agricultwre. They grow rice and vegetables ( gourds, cucunbers, |
ebe. ) and grow them well; they plant on the tops of the hills,
Their agricultural implements are knives, axes, spades, mattocks
ete.  Varieties grown arve white rice (%, &35 ), sticky rice, maize,
a sort of cucumber, melons, milleb with big seeds, ete. They keep
fowls, cows and bulls, buffaloes, pigs, goats, dogs and cats, but
not bees,

Commerce.  There are no shops or markets in which goods are
sold.  They have measures; the ‘wok’ is the unib of length, whilst
for measuring capacity they use a woven bamboo messure re-
sembling the Siamese rice bushel (g5 ), but without the wide
mouth. They have a large and a small measure. They use
Rupees a great deal. They barter goods, as for example, vice and
chillies for cane sugar, areca, betel, ete.

Industry. They plait bamboos, forge iron, make pots and
weave and sew and cembroider, and dye eloth but their work is
very rough.

War, For weapons they have guns and swords, spears, sharpen-
ed stakes and cross-bows.

Social organisation. Their methods of showing respect and
exercising authority in the family are those common in rural
communities, bub they regard the eldest son as superior and
give him complete authority in hig family.  They bring up
their children in the way commom to jungle and hill folk, that
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is to say, they do not make niuch fuss over them, and apart
from rice and milk let them eat anything else that is going,
They are not in the habit of adopting children or of separating
from their own children.  Visiting between young men and
girls prior to marriage takes place at night, but the girls are
very careful, for the custorn of the people does not allow of a
girl giving herself to a man before he becomes her husband. A
girl who does so is looked upon as the lowest of the low, so that
even if a girl is forced by a man, she must hide the fact for
fear of losing her good name and finding it difficult to get a -
husband, since it is recognized by the men that if a girl has
secret conneection with any man not her hushand, nobody will
court. or marry her,
L

Weddings are celebrated as follows: The bridegroom is
taken in procession to the home of the bride. Before they reach
the house, that is to say whilst they are still outside the compound
the bride’s people must meet them with liquor, and before
the groom’s party enter the bride’s compound, magic ceremonies
must be performed by an «fchiin” to protect them, for they

may become spell-bound (f']Jﬂ %‘i’ as they call it in the novth).

When the ceremonies are over, the procession enters the bride's
compound and goes to the house to the accompaniment of
gongs and drums ~ Having veached the house, the *go be-
tweens” conduct the bridegroom into the house, and there he
divests himself of the clothes which he has worn since leav-
ing his home, and puts on clothes prepared for him by
the bride’s people. The bridegroom is handed over and
the ceremony is at an end. When the “go-betweens” and the
bridegroom’s friends prepare to reburn home, the bride’s people
supply bottles of liquor and accompany them on their way ; they
stop and drink the liquor together continually and when it is

finished, go to their homes.

Parents have the right to beat and abuse their childven in a
just fashion. When the eldest son approaches the age of 20, if
the fatl;er and mother think it fithing that he should exercise
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authority in the family, they give him authority over all the

other childven,

As regards inheritance, the eldest son is sole heir but may,
at his discretion, sharve with his younger brothers and sisters, Tt
is very uncommon for them to take estate cases to court, for their
custom is well known to them all.

They bring up and educate their children in the ordinary
way, teaching them to work the rice ficlds.and make a living out
of the land.

They are subject to the civil and eriminal law of the

country, having no legal codes of their own.

Art. They do a little in the way of drawing and painting,
carving, moulding clay, and musie, but their work is very in-
ferior. They have dances and they compose songs called by the
northern people “So Yang” (i e., Karen songs ). They have
games of various kinds on the occasion of the death of a heac-
man of a village ; these they call “Yokkri” “Khu'n pu'ng”. They
have no writing of their own, but some of them learn foreign

writing. They have tales in their language.

Seience. They have the divisions of days, months and years. The
day is divided into morning, midday, evening; 30 days make a
month., The Siamese 5th month is their 1st month, 12 months
make a year, so the Siamese 4th is their 12th month. They
have no era of their own. They have little knowledge of drugs
or medicine.  When ill, they consult omens and the sooth-
sayers to find out what spirit has got hold of them. They trust
to offerings to the spirits to cure themselves.

Religion. They believe in and sacrifice to the spirits. A new-

ly born baby is laid on a cloth and put in a flat basket and
they go through a ceremony of sifting and buying it.  When
the age of maturity is attained, there is no particular ceremony.

“When a person dies, they take the clothes away and wrap the

body in a white cloth as one wraps up boiled rice in a packet ;
they then tie it round and round with pd (rope of hibiscus tree)

“or rattan and wrap it up in a second covering of hamboo mat-
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ting. The reélations then come and tell the corpse the road to
travel, so as not to go up and be born in Heaven but to come
and be born again amongst his own people, for they regard
Heaven as an empty space where there is no working of rais or
ploughing of fields and men must fast and hunger. After one,
two, or three days, the relatives carry the body away and burn -
or bury it, whichever they think best. When burying, they
make the grave a little longer and broader than the body. Men
are laid on their faces and women on their backs, and the grave
is filled in with earth, TLong boards ave laid on top of the
earth and two wooden hooks are driven in between the neck, the
intention being to prevent the spirit of the dead person from
going up and being born in Heaven, They make & rail and
- hang on it new cloth and new coats and other objeets as pre-
sents to the dead person; if there is any gold ov silver amongst
the presents it is buried at the spot. Over the cloth and jackets,
they spit betel juice to malke them stained as they believe that
unless they do this, the dead person will not get them. The
places where bodies are buried or burnt are not looked after,
Offerings to the tutelary spigits of the locality are made
when they first clear rais (fields) or plant rice or reap it;
also when they build a new village or house. They salute
the spirits supposed by them to be in trees, in piles of
stones, stones or streams, bub they have no particular tree
which should be worshipped ; any big tree or stone or river
or stream in which they assume there is a spirit, they salute it
whenever they come on it, and if they make a sacrifice, they
sacrifice a fowl, believing that the angels and the guardian spirits
are there. This belief in spirits is inherited from ancient times
and is passed on, They believe that God created the world and
that the next world is Heaven, which they regard as an empty
space where one has no means of livelihood. They have a story
which has been handed down to them to the effect that when
God ecame down to build the world, he summoned them to come
and make merit and live together in the world, but they did not
arrive in time as they were busy sacrificing to and feeding the
spirits, God then gave them the name of #“Yang” (not yet)
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which subsequently became “Ving”. Accordingly they hold
that for them it is no sin to kill animalg, seeing that they hawve
no religion and were not in time to be present when God founded
the world. '
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English
Heaven
Sun
Sunshine

Moon

“Star

The sun riges

The sun sets .

Cloud
Rain
Wind
Thunder
Lightning
Rainbow
East
West
North
South
Barth

Plain
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English
Mountain
Cavern
path
water
sbream
river
mud

fine dust
dust

sand
stone
gold
silver
iron
copper
lead
fire
smoke
ashes
charcoal

to light a fire
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English

to putb out fire
forest

tree

root
branch
bark

leatf

trunk
flower
fruit

grass
coconut palm
coconut
areca tree
areca nub
banana tree
betel
banana
orange tree
orange
lemon tree
lemon
mango tree
mango

jacktree
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English
sugar cane

pepper tree

} tohacco

cucumber
malze

bean

onion

garlic

sweet potato
pimento
paddy
husked rice
hoiled rice
glutinous rice
rice field

to sow 1jice
to plant rice
to cutb rice

to bind rice
in sheaves

to boil_rice

e
Karven
o)
nefin)

miie o,

U,

fieund
time
e
dzivmn

9730

asata
)
Nl

P2y
lARYUA

i
WalAd



VL‘VI &

ASNE Wi

o, D

ANELT

LA ¥

L X2 R%
b

Al

)
a%

e
Ze
=Y

e
Ze
&
=

1 nazhs
Qe ||
i
Lwe
Yp)
#

1
1
fin
Vigd
N8
gzsan
wy

1

my th
At
Py
an

o—

( 69 )

o

English
to pound rice -
rice pestle
ricepot
rai

buffalo

ox
bullock }

cow

sladang
wild cattle
goat

cab

dog

to bark
to bite
Dig

deer
squirrel
rat

wild boar
monkey

tiger
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English
bear
horse
elephant
rhinoceros
buffalo horn
cat’s claw
dog’s tail
wild boar’s tusk
horse’s name
elephant’s trunk

mala
female
bird
coek
hen ‘

duck

_erow

turtie dove
beak

wing
feather
nest
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to lay eggs
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English

to fly

fish

shell

fin
erocodile
shrimp
crab

land tortoise
snake
lizaxd

grass lizard
frog

toad

fly
mosquito
butterily
caterpillar
ant

spider

bee

honey

Wax

human being
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English
man
woman
boy
girl
child
old man
hugband
wife
father
mother
son
daughter
grand son,

nephew
granddaughter,

nephew
greatgrandson
greatgrand
daughter
elder brother
elder sister
younger brother

younger sister

cousin
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English
artpib
arm
1'ighi; hand
left hand
hand, finger

nail

breast

breast of a
woman

stomach
navel
back
knee
leg

foot

hig toe
skin
flesh
hair on the body
hone
blood

tears
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English
sweal
milk
urine
Chinese
Siamese
to eat rice

to drink water

to drink spirits -

to be drunk
salt

pepper
sugar

o1l, suet
waist eloth
frousers
loin cloth
gh:d]e
turban
button
button hole

shoe, slipper
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English
hat
ring
earring
bracelet
ankle-ring
necklace
gilk
to sew
to weave
to dress
village
hedge

garden

house
door
window

roof

timber
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English
rattan
brick
mab

lamp

torch
hearth
fuel
broom
p@p er
ink

to write
to read

bhook

cart

to drive
canoe

to row

to paddle

bow

r g

Karen

18
Rt
Auann
ARD

A
figian

Ta

sy

A
iin
] 1
UDLALK
A\a
m:ﬁﬁﬂg
une

bt



WL‘VIE.I

D

lang

ANU

nalng 3
i

Ty
X
g

!

o)

4

i

»

Ay

K
al
Hname
thin
Wanudl

A A ﬁ
LHBEMTY

¢ 78 )

Skt

- English
kenife
SawW
axe
hammer
spade
ploug]:

day

night

dawn
morning
noon
afternoon

evening

montlll
year

last year
next year
yesterday

the day before
yesterday

to-day
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English.

to-morrow

the d&y after
to-morrow

cold season
hot season
rainy season
togo .

to come

to ride

to walle

to run

to rise

to stand

to sit down

to lie down
to sleep }
to awaken
to wake
to see

to heax
noise

to smell
to smell sweet

to smell evil
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English
to. speak
to sing
to laugh
to weep
to ery-
to spit
to cough
to yawn
to be hungry
to thirst
to suck

to bathe

to wash (face,
hands)
comb
the comb the
hair

to shave

to be in good
health

to be ill
fever
diarrhoen

to stool
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PN

English
to urinate
plague
cholera,
small-pox
medicine man
medicine
blind
deaf
mute
lame
huncehbaelk
to be born
to ;diu

to bury the
corpse

to burn the
corpse

to be afraid
to steal

iao kill |
whitbe

hlack
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English
green
red
blue
thiy
that woman
this man
that
I, me

my father

our child

a high tree

this tree is high-
er than that

this mango tree
is the highest
in the gavden

I am going to

the inarket

I come from the
marlket
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Iinglish

to-morrow 1
shall go into
the forest

vesterday I was
in the forest

in front of the
house

behind the
house

who comes ?

if T recover
yes
together
one

two

three

four

seven
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English

one hundred

“one hundred

and one

two hundred
three hundred
four hundyed
five hundred
six hundred
seven hundred
eight hundred
nine hundred

one thousand

ten thousand

hundred thou-
sand
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The Parable of the Prodigal Son in Karen.
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English Translation.

A man went visiting to the house of o givl. Now it happened
that ab bhat tine the girks father had hrought s tortoise and tied it
on bhe veranda of the house. When the man reached  the givl's
house he pub bis ear up against a hole in the wall just where the
tortoise was tied in order to listen.  The tortoise was seared and
shouted Tustily.  The man did not realize what it was and  thought
it was the givl speaking, so he put hix ear right up against the
opening where the tortoise was tied,  The tortois: being scared
opened its month and bit the man’s ear, but he, thinking it was the
girl playing a joke with him, just spoke softly saying: «it hats, it
hurts”, bub the tortoise did not let go.  The man then began to
wriggle and to drag his ear away but the tortoise came with him,
Just then the givl's father heard and said to his danghter : « what is
the noise ander the house ugh, ugh, it hurts, it hurts 27 And he van
down to see. By that time the man was frightened and  had pulled
his car away from the opening but the tortoise, still biting him,
came wlong with it and the weight of the tortoise hung on to the ear,
sa the man shook his head vigorously till the ear was torn away;
the tortoise reboundel and hit the givls father hard on the mouth and

broke his teeth and his mouth.






