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THE YANG KALO' (KARJENG) OR WHITE KARENS. 

Transh1,tion of a paper received from Chiengmai in answer 

to the Society'~:~ Questionnaire, by E. J. WALTON. 

Section I. 
PHYSICAL 0HARAC1'ERISTJCS. 

1. 'J'h~y are of medium physique and well proportioned. 
2. Neither stout nor thin, but just medium. 
3. rrhe face is flat full face, and squa,re in profile. '!'he nose 

is small and flat full face, and of the ~:~hape of. a right tJ,ngled 
tritmgle in profile. 

4. The lips lH'C thin ttnd drtrk in colour, broad across aud curling 
upwards. 

5. 'l'he hair on face, head a,ud body is mostly long, the individual 
hairs slender and straight and usually sprouting. The lmir on 
the body is short, and the inclividun,l hairs sm11ll and fine; on the 
legs they are coarser and longer-at the most about an inch or 
so-not growing thickly, soft, not curly, black in colour. 

6. The eyeH are blackish in colour. 
7. ~rhey a1·e not horizontal. 1'he external corner of the eyelids is 

a little higher than the rest of the lid. 
8, 'l'he colour of those parts of the body which are protected from 

the sun by clothes is of a whitish yellow; the exposed parts are 
chtrk yellow. New born babies all lnwe dark blue spots (called 
non-permanent birth mttrks) on their backs and buttocks which 
disappear a,t about 1~ to 2 years of age. 

AnnrrroNAJ" INFOitMATION. 

( a) Generally the skull is square but some are misshapen. 
( b ) The teeth are mostly black through chewing arectt nut 

and bark. 
( c) Many men and women pierce holes in their ears about 3 

centimetres broad. 
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(d) Many of the men tatoo their bodies and legs; the body 
and arms are tat~oed in red with vermilion in the form of 
dragons and various superstitious figures; the legs are 
tatooed in black with figures of dragons-bntastic animt1ls 
tatooed according to the fancy o£ the tatooer-and also in 
lines. 

Section II. 

HAnrrA'l'IONS AND CusToMs. 

1. Habitat. 'fhe people like to settle on the slopes or tops of hillR 
within reach of streams; they are also !ound on the lower levels 
and near the main rivers, but oitly in very small numbers. 
They are numerous in all parts of the Ambhoe of Me Saricng and 
also in the Ambhoe of Me Hong Son. They like to live in 
srrmll communities o£ not more than 30 houses at the r~ost and 
the villages are from 8 to. 24 hours' distance apart. 

They are agile and not at all stupid. 'l'hey call themselves 
"Paldih Yo'" but by the people living round about they are 
called "Yang". Speaking generally they are not very polished 
in their manners, as their race has no culture of its own, i. e., they 
don't know much about decent nmnners or politeness. 

2. Habitations. Their villages are subject to the ordinary admin
istration o£ the District. ~hen built on the tops o£ hills, they 
are not fenced, the stream and the hill itself being looked upon 
as the boundal'ies. If a fence is built, it is only built on the 
entmnce side. 'l'hose who live in the low country by t.he rivers 
do make fences, using logs or bamboos or slabs ( timber). 

As-regard the uctu~l houses, the people living in the hills 
build flab houses resembling sheds, roofed with split bamboo slats 
overlapping each other and looking in the distance like corrugat
ed zinc sheets. The roof is used £or drying the rice on. 'fhere 
is a low bamboo floor, square, but no partition walls or outside 
veranda; the house~ladder goes straight up to the door of the 
house. The kitchen and the place for receiving visitors are in 
the sleeping room. The furniture consists of 2 or 3 earthenware 

cooking-pots, a big wooden platter on which to serve up the 
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rice and :from which every one in the house eats; spomm made 
of lnunboo ·for dipping out the curry; bamboo cylh1ders for 
cln.twing wn,ter, tmd to hold the drinking Wltter ~nd thG \Vater 
for geneml use; mats for lying on, woven out of a tree re
Hembling a rush; wooden pillows; lmskets, sieves, betel boxes, 
etc. As 11 rule very little attc:ntion is paid to cleanliness. 

:3. Ulothing. The men usually wetu• sarongs and trousers with 11 

Hhort coat without waist ttnd sewn up to the throat (formerly 
wot·n also by tho the Siamese); if they wear a long ~Jhirt coming 
down below the knees, they don't wetw sarongs or trousers in 
addition. 'l'he coats both of men and of women arc without 
sleeves. 

Unmarried girls wear 11. long white garment reaching uettdy 
to the 1111kles and no other under garment. :Married women 
wet1r short jackets embroidered with seeds ("Job's tertrs '' ), 
and " sins" of vu.rious colours. 'l'here a!'c no Rpecittl clotheH 
tor resti val clays, but only for the marriage day when new clothes 
prepared by the bride and bridegroom are worm. 

'I' he hair in the case of the men is worn long and I, nott.ed on 
the right towards the b11ck of the head, and a long Hilk or cotton 
head-clotlt is wom. The women knot the hair right on the 

back of the head, and use as a head-cloth a sqwwe of cotton 
about 70 centimett·es long and folded from comer to corner 
( diagonally ) with the knot in front. Many kinds of ornaments 
n.re ·uRed. 'rhe men sharpen bits of ivory with pointed endR 
and put them in their ears : these they call " Na di lm cho' me." 
Women have many kinds of ornaments, such as silver or brass 
ttrmlets of which they put 11 number o:f pairs on each arm; 
silver earrings; and small bells ronnel the ankles. Also they 
tie black cotton threads round their legs n,bove the calf and 
round the rmkles. 'rhey wear many strings of beads round their 

necks. 

4. .Foocl. H.ice and the flesh of various k.inds of animttls HUch ns 
bulls, buffaloes, pigs, cra.bs, fish, tortoise, snmhnr, barking deer, 

snakes, etc; also smaller species such as tree-lizards ( !!~),frogs, 
etc.-whatever they happen to come acrofls. If they come tterosf:l 
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any animal, it will likely come in their line of food, and there are 
few species tbat they won't cttt. They are fond of liquor and 
like to distil it themHelves. They smoke tobacco in pipes, but 
opium smoking is very rare. Aremt nut niHl betel are popular 
with both men ami wmuen. Cooking pots aud other utcnsilR 

are as deHcribed in clttuHe 2. 
5. H1mt"in.g u,n(t .fishing. 'l'hey are keen hunturH and fiHhermen. 

F'or fiHhing they uHe caHting nets, tmcl weel ; awl various instru
ments for shooting, tmpping and catching aniumls, snch aH 
crosH-bowH, Hnares, traps, Hpring-traps, pointed stakes and guns. 
They Hhoot every kind of animal 

6. fifeans of 'l'nt'lt8j!01't. 'l'hey luwe no vehicleH of any kind. 
7. Agrie'I.Lltur·e. They grow rice and vegetableH (gourds, cucumbers, 

etc.) and grow them well; they plant on the top~> of the hill H. 
Theit• agricultural implements are knives, axeH, Hpucle'3, lill'tLtock:; 

etc. Varieties gt·own are white rice ( !~l roll'J ), Rticky rice, maize, 
a sort of cucumber, melons, millet with big seeds, etc. '!'hey keep 
fowls, cows and bull~>, buftitloes, pigR, goatR, dog::; and C<ttH, but 
not beeR. 

8. Uumme'I'Ce. 'l'here are no shop.; or nmrkets in which goodH ttre 
~:nlJ. They have mettHlll'eR; the 'Hok' iH the unib of lenglih, whilst 
for measuring C<tpttcity they nRe 11 woveu bamboo measure re

Hemhling the Siamese rice bmllwl ( z;i&-1 ), hut without the wide 
mouth. They have tt large and 11 HmallmeuH\U'e. 'l'hey use 
Rupee:; a great deal. ~rhcy barter goodH, as for ex11mplc, rice and 
chillies for cane sugar, arec11, betel, etc. 

9. In(Z•ust·ry. 'l'hey plait bttrnboos, forge iron, make potR and 
weave and sew and embroider, ttnd dye cloth but their work iH 
very rough. 

10. War. For 'Neapons they luwe gun:; 11nd Hworcls, spettrs, shttrpen
ed stakes and cross-bows. 

11. Social orycmisai'ion. 'l'hei.r method8 of Rhowing re~:~poct and 
exercising authority in the family are those coinmon ii1 l'urnJ 

communities, bub they regard the eldest son as superior and 
give him complete authority in his family. They bring up 
their children in the wny commom to jungle and hill folk, that 
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iA to Ray, they do not mak.c much fnRA over them, and apart 
from rice ttnd milk let them eat 11nything else that is going. 
They are not in the hn hit of adopting children or of separn,ting 
from their own children. Visiting between young men and 
girls prior to marriage takeR place at night, but the girls arc 
very cm·efnl, for the cuc;tom of the people doeH not ttllow of 1t 

girl giving herself to a man be:fore he becomes her husband. A 
girl who does so is looked upon as the lowest of the low, HO that 
even i£ a girl is :forced by a rrmn, she must hide the fact for 
fear of loRing hm· good name a,ncl finding it difficult to get a · 
husb!tncl, Hince it iR recogni11ed by the men that if a girl haR 
secret connection with any man not her hnRband, nobody will 

court or marry hei·. 
.. 

WecldingR are celehmtecl aR :followR: ·The bridegroom iR 
tnken in procession to the home of the bride. Be:fore they reach 
the house, tluit is to Ray whilst they are still outside the compound 
the bride's people must meet them with liquor, and before 
the groom's party enter the bride's compound, magic ceremonieR 
must be performed by an " achan" to protect them, for they 

may become spell-bound (t1n !91 as they ca11 it in the north). 
~ ~ 

When the eeremonieR are over, the proceRRion enters the bride's 
compound and goes to the houRc to tbe accompaniment of 
gongs and drums. H11ving reached the hotme, the "go be
tweens" conduct the bridegroom into the house, and there he 
divests himself of the clotheR which he has worn since leav
ing his home, and pntR on clothes prepared for him by 
the bdde's people. The bridegmom iR handed over and 
tho ceremony is at an encl. When the "go-hetweens" nnd the 
bridcgl'oom's friends prepare to return home, the bride's people 
supply bottleR of liquor and tlceompany them on their way; t.hey 
stop and drink the liquor together contimmlJy and wl1en it iR 

finished, go to their homes. 

Parents Juwe the right to beat and abuse thoir children in a 

just, fashion. When the eldest son approaches the age of 20, if 
the fatl~er and mother thinl< it fitting that he should e:,cercise 



( 44 ) 

authority in tho family, they give him authority over all the 

other children. 

AR regtLrclR inheritance, the eldest son is sole hcit· hut may, 
at hiH discretion, Rlll1l'C with his younger brother:-; and sista·s. It 
iR very uncommon for them to take estn.te cases to comt, for their 

custom is well known to them all. 
They bring up and educate their children in the orclim"1ry 

way, teaching them to work the rice ficlds1tncl make a living out 

of the land. 
They are sul~ject to the civil and criminal ln.w of the 

country, having no legn.l coclefl of their own. 

12. A1·t. '!'hey do a litt.le in the way of drawing and pttinti.ng, 
carving, moulding cby, and music, but their work is vm·y in.
ferim. They luwe dttnces and the:y compose Rongs cttlled by the 
northern people "So Yang" ( i. e., Karen songR ). 'fhey have 
ga.mes of vttriouR kinds on the ocettRion of the death of a. head
man of tt village; these they call "Y okkri" ''Khn'n pu'ng". They 
lmve no writing of their uwn, hut. some of them learn foreign 

writing. They have taleR in their language. 

13. Sc'ience. 'l'hey have the eli viRions of day:R, monthR and years. The 
day iR divided into morning, midday, evening; :30 dayp, make a 
month. rrhe SilttnOSl) 5th month iR their lRt month, 12 months 
nmke a year, so the Siamese 4th is their 12th month. They 
have no em o£ their own. '!'hey have little knowledge of dmgs 
or medicine. When ill, they consult omenR ttnd the sooth
sayers to find out what Rpirit h:tf! got hold of them. 'l'hey trust 
to offeringR to the spiritR to cure themselveA. 

J 4. ReUgion. They believe in and sn.crifice to the spirits. A new
ly bom baby is htid on a cloth and put in a flat basket and 
they go through a ceremony o£ Rifting .and buying it. When 
the a.ge of maturity is attained, there is no particular ceremony. 
When a person dies, they take the clothes away and wrap the 
body in a white cloth as one wmps up· boiled rice in a packet; 
they then tie it round and round with pu (r?pe of hibiscus tree) 

·or rattan and wrap it up in a second covering of bamboo mat-
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ting. The relations then come a,nd tell the corpse the roa,d to 
tmvel, so as not to go up and be born in Heaven but to come 
and be born a,gain amongst his own people, for they regard 
Heaven !l.fl an empty Hpace where there is no working of rais or 
ploughing of fields 1md men must fast and hunger. After one, 
two, or three dn.ys, the relativeR cany the body aw11Y and burn 
or bury it, w hichovor they think best. When burying, they 
make the grave a little longer ttnd broader than the body. lVIen 
are la,id on their faces 11nd \vomen on their backs, and tho gmve 
iR filled in with earth, Long boards are laid on top of the 
earth and two wooden hooks are driven i.n between the neck, the 
intention being to prevent the spirit of the dead person from 
going up and being born in Herwen. They make a rail and 
hang on it new cloth and new coats and other objects as pre
Rents to the dead person; if there is any gold or silver amongst 
the presents it is buried at the spot. Over the cloth and jackets, 
they spit betel juice to make them stained as they believe that 
unless they do thiR, the dead person will not get them. 'fhe 
phces where bodies are buried or burnt rLre not looked after. 

Offerings to the tutelary spi~its oi the locality are mu,cle 
when they first clear rais (field~:~) or plant rice or reap it; 
n,lso when they build a new village or house. They salute 
the spirits supposed by them to be in . trees, in piles of 
stones, stones or streams, but they have no particulat• tree 
which should be worshipped; 1my big tree or stone or river 
or stream in which they assume there is o, spirit, they so,lute it 
whenever they come on it, and if they make a Racrifice, they 
st1crifice a fowl, believing that the angels and the guardian Rpirits 
are there. This belief in spirits is inhet·itecl from ancient times 
u,ncl is passed on. They believe that God created tho world and 
that the next world is Heaven, which they reg11rd 11s an empty 
Apace whore one has no moans of livelihood. They have a story 
which hiLA been handed clown to them to the effect that when 
God came down to build the world, he summoned them to come 
and make merit and live together in the world, but they did not 
arrive in time as they were busy sacrificing to and feeding the 
spirits. God then gave them the nm'ne of "Yang" (not yet) 
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which subsequently bect1me "Yiing ". Accordingly they hold 
that for them it is no Rin to kill 11ninmls, seeing tlmt they have 
no religion and were not in time to he present when God founded 
tho world. 
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L~tJn nu ~1 I; m~ '' ruuu LJJ1 ~~ 

~'EllP!~ 'll'B~ LJJ1 d1 'Ji1 ~~{L~ lJ1U 

. L wr1~ L JJ1L~ ~ ~l~'U1 LLfi~ l.ll l~ 
.... '1,.1 2.) 1 

111u w:r~ L 91 ~:r1~ fin. 



~ 6' B; 
m~mVllll'!J 'll'U 

A 6' 
~:i:m'Vll?llill7ln 

1m 

~lJ 

~lfi:U 

W1u~'U 

~ "' '(I~W\'Wtl 

~~1~ 

( 65 

1 9.) 0 

~1 ~m.J men rn W!?l 
jJ 

VOCAJ1ULAlW 

English 

Heaven 

Sun 

Sunshine 

Moon 

·Star 

'l'he sun rises 

'l'he Hun sets . 

Cloud 

Hain 

Wind 

'l'hunder 

Lightning 

l~ainbow 

Eat~t 

West 

North 

South 

Earth 

Plain 

Karen 

A I 
:WI!lltltl 

~DO'HJV\{4 
.. 
l?l:!l'JEJ::: 

:w~-t"'l 
'II ij 



~!'lll 

1r 
m 

V\'WV1111 'I'll! 

•• 'Wl 

eJS } 
~m:u 

'VIl"l'il 

I A .l; I 

!'I'll V\HJ 'TI!'I'll 

~l'W 1w 

( 66 

English 

l\'[ OUll t~1in 

Cavern 

path 

water 

Rtream 

l'lVCl' 

mud 

finechmt 

dust 

:=;and 

stone 

gold 

:=;ilver 

11'011 

copper 

lead 

fire 

smoke 

ashes 

chrucoal 

to light a fire 

Kt1l'Cil 

"' '1'1 

'in~ 

~~:1~\n~ 

A 

:Wtl 
'II 

I 
!~v;]l'Jl 
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ri1ml.l r;i1mJ~ 

'"l-m.J English Karen 

&1~\:J 1w to put ont fire ~t~Mrfl~ 
~l fm•est ~1mn 
L-1'!.- tree I I 

li1U :IJ !NvHJtt 

nnllt root I ;, 
~~m 

... 
bntnch 1,{. m !N!&l 

nJ~f:ln bm:k lq.... 
!N1U: 

ltJ 1lt leaf I 

l~V'i~::, ,._., ..... 
trunk I 

~l!9lU :W IN 

~t~n'L:W flower I 
!~'Vl'fl 

l'l~fl ~ht fruit lq.... 
!~l\11 

..... 
~qjl grass !V'l'W ·:: 

coconut palm I .... ..... 
A'El~ li1'W:W:~:m 

.... 
6\n:w~~m coconut Atlffi 

I 

mm:Wlfl areca tree ll"lf:tl'IJ 

!'l~fiV'i:Wlfl areca nut, !!"lf:~ 
.... .... bm1ana. tree I [I)Uflg;mJ N:fl

1
'iJt;l.t 

'1'1\'l betel "' )!; !J 
Ntli>l 

9~ 

hanaua N':flytl m'rJ!U 
.... ._. . 

orange tree ,!.I [11'\..!l'I:W 1?\~U tl~ 

;f:w orange ~ 
1?\!U 

~:w:ml lemon tree 0:'\.!El!fl&'lcl'IJ 
l'l~fi:W:::'\.!l:J lemon O:UtJ!fiZ'lil 

q.... I 
mango t1·ee I 111'\.!:W::J . .m 1?\:!Al:fl.t 

I .... &ilJl :w::w:Js mango 
r91:1Al::Nl 

.... jacktree J q_.. I 111'\.!!'li'W
1
u :V\'W'fl'iJbb 



( 68 ) 

ri1 m:u ri1 mJfl 

Lvm English Karen 

.... sugar cane .A I 

'Eltl!U n:'Vl~ 

t91·t-n<Jl n L 'Vl !U 
pepper tree I k l I 

V\~'VJ,jfJ 'Vl~ 

.... 
}tobacco tll!!'l''W 

m!'l', 
~Jl!'l'\'..1 

~ 

!!r?Jmll encumber 

~.m'L~~ 111!11)10 " ... 
:Wti!Fl!'l'l 

' m bean ~:::!'Vll: 

ruV\t~:w om on ~:::!'lfEJ 

"' ~:::l'lffi'Jl m:::!'Vl'll:l-1 garlic 

:Wu sweet poLaLo !mm: 
lq.., 

~1n pimento ~m 

.... ~/.\ paddy 
A I 

!'!Ill &iltln YJII! 'U1 

.... /.\ 
l 'lll!'l'l~ lmRked rice EJIJ!\l'::: 

.... I 

l'lll!'l''RI boiled rice m:w 

.... ,!. ,J= 
! 'Ill! V\'\.!'U:J glntinouR rice i'JtJ 

I ~ 'Vll'Wl rice field 

't'l~l'Wtofil tl &il m 'II{ 
,_... 

to sow rice !'l'~YJII 
~ 

.... 0 .... 

bltl'Wl'Cl ~ll!'lll to plant rice 
• A u bl:::tJIJ 

). .... to cut rice 
A 

!fl'm!'lll npB 

~~u.m1~u~rn~ l to bind rice 
A 

U'HHJYJEJ 

in sheaves 

.... ... .... J 
r?J:W! 'lll v;mn to boil rice 'i'fEl!V\:W -



( 69 ) 

rii t11l.l rh mJti 
'1:vm English Ko,ren 

rurwi l! ~ 1 to pound rice · I I A 

!Qf.l'Utl:I.JEI 

6'/lfl~l! 'lll rice pestle n~ 
q_,. .... 

'VI:J.JEU'Ill ricepot !'J':1~tll1!1~ 

l~ l'ai A 
A 

flJllil buffalo til~l 
..... 

} "J'J ox .... 
I n:i'lmn ........ 

bullock 'JJ m ~ 

.... .... .... 
'JJ ~'J A:J.J'U cow '~--1 I fl:i'lfl 11\:IJ 

n m:·VI~ Rlad:tng } ..... I) ~1~ 
J'l til wild cattle 

UJI'l:: goat 
I 

!!1ii:W:~:u~: 

cat 
l ... 

l!UJ m:wm1 

'V\:J.Jl clog ~ 
I 

!'V\1 to bark :IJ[I 

flU! to bite 
.... 

1[1 

'V\~ pig !m: 

I 

nm deer 1.91!'1ffl 

m:nm Rquirrel A M 
'V\:i'l~Jfl'li: 

1!\lf rat A 
'iJ[I 

'V\1-J ~1 wild boar 
... 

Ltn:l-J 
YJ t 

i)y monkey ~=fl 

q...ll 
!~e:J tiger 'IJ[I '1f 



V\"!1'!1\:1-Jl 
J. t\ 

! 1'1 ~j'JV\ :Wij1Jl 

,..,. 
e-!:lJ'\.-Il:.LJl 

rJ1'il'i~ 

'Wfl 

~l' ~ I 
n m:nij 

lrl@JJ!t~ 
.,(I 
!'Ulil 

A 

Elm 

'Wnl"!ll 

~nun 
,J 
\'Jn'Wn 

"ll'U'Wfl 

Jl'Ufl 

L'o 
flE!n1~ 

( 70 ) 

ri1 m:u 
EngliHh 

bear 

horse 

elephu,nt 

rhinoceroH 

lmff'u,lo horn 

c~t's claw 

dog's tu,il 

w'ilcl boar's tusk 

horse'R name 

elephant's trunk 

male 

femu,le 

bird 

cock 

hen 

cluck 

crow 

t,url;le dove 

beak 

wing 

feather 

nest 

egg 

to lu,y eggs 

Karen 

.J I 
'Ul'Wl! 'WEI 

o.,.l;' I 

fl~!g;r 1.'111. 

n~"(fm1ltli'lfl 

I,! 
«ilmlA::: 

LYJVI~tl 
LYJmm::: 

LYJ~!"(f 

LYJ~ 
LYJ!AINfJ~t"l~~ 
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r11 mll fllll~fi .. 
l'Vl'U Engli~>h Karen 

~· to tly ~I 
\'J'W 

~~1 fish 'l..l~lw 

Yi\fJ'l..l shell l'11~: 

iJ'IJi'l, fin wu~~ 

9-- ct•ocodile 
9--

"lil'11 !\l'::Yi\:w: 

... shrimp l'l'~l~ ~~~ 

~ crab pirf 
um 

~ 

I land tortoise A~ !fill 'Ufl 

snake 
... 

s nJ 
~ 

j,;· I 

"l~"ln liznrcl A Emil~ 

k 
grass lizard ~::~JEJ "'l!Yi\iil'W 

~ 

nu hog I " A 

!WJ~uun 

r;mAfl toad 
lA 

j WJ:~t:J 

ll:Wi'lSJ'W fly 
... !'l':mn 

v~ mosquito ~::1~ 
... k butterfly M tl I 
c.Jl~f] "'lt:Jnn:! 

11\'Wtl'W caterpillar !A~EJ: 

:WWJ ant 9--
liPltl 

l!:WiilS:W
1
:W spider n:::tl EJ 

k bee I I e.u n::u u. n:!I'WY!\'WEJ ~, 

.-:e: me.u honey n:uu"ltJ 

kll: wax n:::uu 'l: 'll::: 'lle.JS 

I ~'W:W'W,hl~ human being !tlt~m 
,; 

~'Whl'l..l "lilfll 
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FllblllJ fi1 LL~fl 

1wu Engli!-lh ILLren 

AU~.._"lll'i.l man u.h~f'l'll 

AU~~S woman !~T::VJ:Jj 
,.. .... 

IW!fl~'lll'i.l boy LW~ll~l::AJl 
1'11 .... ~ 
l&lfl~Vl~~ gid LW~ll~l:~B 
~ 1'11 
ll91fll~fl child Lw~,'hr 

I 

&'l'::tb-il AUUfl old man 

t;JJ hm;band B:::n 

.>. wife B:::~-n ~~-ltl 

I 
~EI father EJ::th 

I 
mother td:.h II:W 

~fl"lll~J son []:::LVI~ 

~ fl&'l'lJ daughter L'V'lAJl 

). grand Hon, LWV!~ 11\~l'U"lfl'i.I'Vl <>1 

nephew 
). 

granddaughter, Lr-~ L~:AJl Vl~l'U~TJ'Vl 61 

J. 
nephew 

11\~L~AJl V~m\.J'lll'i.I'Vl),]) grea tgrandson 

;. 
greatgrand· J,.l lA VJgill'\.!l\ITJ'Vl i;JJ 11\&\l ~11\:W 

d1tuahter 
~"lfl'i.l "" I 

older brotheL· !IJ"'l[l 

), 
elder Hister 

I lA 

~&'l'TJ U'JV!:W 

ti'tH"lfl'iJ younger brother ~l~rm 

uml'llJ younger sister ~V'I:WA:'\.W 
;. .... 

~nw ~num cousin V~ Elln:: rm 



( 7B 

r1im:~.r Fli mJr1 

l'VIt! 
English Karen 

1911, ~ grand father "' !; V'l'tl, f'l~(i1 

I grand-mother tll~l'i.ll ~ 

[i1"j body 

} "'"'.r, I shape, skeleton mrm.1 

m head l~ 

eJ:W hair 'J 
<)... face ' V\'\.l,l !!V\:W: 

mm:lv.~n skull "l~~tl 

mt\e.nn forehead 1~~,~mn 

eye I A-
[i11 !!V\:W:Al'l 

mt:w cheek m::~g.n 

VI ear <)... 

V\'\.l,l 
'tl 

"l~n nose Vlll:t~ 

~ln mouth Vl::l~ 

~'\.l, tooth u:w 

k tongue !~l'l ~'\.l, 

"lllm:i"lm chin I A 
'!111'\l'liU 

J.. beard ' I 

V\'\.l,J~'\'1 I'll~ 'lll~ 

Plfl neck tm:: 
I shoulder "' 'Ul 9t1 



"' :w f.) 'll:ll 

I ~ I 

!"llll Vfd!'lll 

'lll 

... 
lil'W 

~ , ... 
V\:lU:W lil'W 

k 
!'Wfl 

"ll'W 

( 74 ) 

Engli~h 

armpit 

Ill' Ill 

right hand 

left hand 

huntl, finger 

nail 

brett~t 

Ul'CU~ t of iL 

woman 

~totuach 

navel 

back 

knee 

leg 

foot 

big toe 

skin 

:Mesh 

hair on the body 

Lone 

blood 

tears 

Karen 

! 'Wtl 

Wl 

.!:A 
flA 



( 75 ) 

. 
rl1 Llll!i fl1 ml.l 

lm.J EngliAh Kn,ren 

i J,. 
:-rweat; 'ln!Utl ~ 'V\~fl 1 'V\fl 

&- lA 'Wl'IUJ milk \ffl 
'W~fl!'f!'fTJ: '' lll'ine "'"' Q.'l'l 

... "' ChineAe .,l 
A'W"'lll1"l1l ~~ 

i'l'W lvm l'Vl~ Siam eRe !"'ll:!llil 

1i'W'1i'i'J to eat ric-e 
I I 

Elfi!Vi:W 

fiu.J-i to drink water 
I ... 

Eltl'Vl 

num ~ 1 to drink RpiritA 
I A 

fltl'll 

u.n to he drunk !! 'V\:W:li 

... 
BfLlt 

_.I 

1\l~Il mn 

mn1'l'l~ pepper 'V'i\I~IU L'l'l 
%- ... 

'Wl!Pll~ sugar 'V\fi'Vl 

%- ... l·n oi1, suet 1'11 'Wl~'W 

j( 
waist cloth 

.... 
tmJ l'l!fll 

trom;ers 
I ... 

mum ~~Ell'!~ 

..... 
e.nv~ loin cloth U'Vl 

R, ... 
l 'll:W'n ~ girdle 

1 1M 
~UE!ltm= n: 

e.n'tvmm turban \~tetE! 

m::~:w button 
'~..-.... 

\Fn 

Jm:~3..1 button hole mv 
ltlfl1l shoe, slipper AEJ~:lt.J: 
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EngliAh 

hat 

ring 

earring 

bracelet 

ankle-ring 

necklace 

silk 

to sew 

'VHJ to weave 

to dress 

village 

hedge 

garden 

hOUAC 

door 

I I 
'Wlllll~ . window 

roof 

timber 

bamboo 

Katen 

lA 

'Wllil 

l!~ 

'Vll 

r~dt~ 

~~m:: 1 r1 
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Fll tnl.l fi1 LLUt1 

lm.J EngliBh Karen 

ratta.n I 

Vt'Jlli.l IS 

fi' brick 
J. 

Wi'W"lflfl 

A I 

!~II mat A~Il 

A 
lamp 1j~I~Il 111:mm 

~~A'll torch l'TI 

tm1w hearth q_ I v !'l'll'l~l 

~'\.), £uel l'l!~Il 

1:Wml~ broom I I 
'WIIIIA'Jiz;f 

m::~lhl paper ~::LA 
t a 

'WW\:I.Jn ink [11:::~1 
A 

l'llli.I'W to write um:: 

I 
to read 'ttl Ell'W 

~ .. 
VI'W1NII book V\~ 

dim.! m'J~Uu n::u'Vl:: cart 
q_ 

m~ 

ul'!'ll "llmt~ to drive l'l!tl 

ut1 canoe A 
A~ 

.... "' to row q_ A ynmm !l"'l'Jiltl V\dlfl~ 

'l'll'U to paddle q_ 

V\:11 

m:~u lfll'Vlrn'Yl' bow ):; I A 

'll'Wtl'll 



'll~l'W 

I 
'Ul'i.J 
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English 

knife 

saw 

axe 

hammer 

spade 

plougl~ 

day 

night 

dawn 

morning 

noon 

afternoon 

evening 

mouth 

year 

last year 

next year 

yesterday 

the day before 
yesterday 

to-day 

Karen 

m1 

J t1 1 •n:nh 

I 

Ubi 

A I 
\'.UJEJ!U y 
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. 
flllllJt'l fl1t11l.l 

lmJ Ellglish. Karen 

13; 
to-rnotTow .... 

11-l~n! t&'le:mu 
J1 l: the day after .... :1-J::i'U 'U UrHi1:nt~ 

to-morrow 

~~V\'Ul1 cold season 
I 

l?l:twrn 
t'j~!!~ hot season l?l:::Lnrn 
11~~9.! rainy season 1?1:::~1'11 

1u to go !!&'1 

:1-Jl to eonw m:m 
l .... 
'li:I.Jl to ride 1mu..t 
!&l'U tlf walk U&il 

~~ to run ~ 

eyn~u to rise 
I 

umm 
J1 

to stu,nd 
I 

'U'U !!'!111:1[1 

~ to sit down 
). 
'l!'UU 

'Uri'U to lie down } A 
:I.J'U[I 

'W r~ u VI fifu to sleep 

~u to awaken ~&'l:::L-u: 

~~n to wake uu:: 
F{, 

to see 
.... ). 

!Vl'W V\1 A \1 

L~'iJu to hear Vlmw 
A "' 

l!ir'U-YWI~ noiHe [11'1![1 

~:w to smell l'UJ 

n~'WV\U:J.J to smell sweet ~t'l.m1} 
J,. n, 

m'l'W!VI:I.l'W to smell evil ~1-uuu 



I ~ 
bi:W't.mnu 

vm 

Lnu 
~l'l'Jl:W~'ll~tmJ 
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English 

to speak 

to sing 

to laugh 

to weep 

to cry, 

to spit 

to cough 

to be hungry 

to thirst 

to suck 

to bathe 

to wash (face, 
hands) 

comb 

the comb the 
hair 

to sluwe 

to be in good 
health 

to be ill 

fever 

diarrhcea 

to stool 

Kttreu 

I 

mvn 

I 
V'\EI 

'lfl 

I 
!lfWJ'lfl 



bVl'U 

i, J d l'U fl6irl~~ 

llr!Vtl 
laAg;Jtnn 

~m~ 

"Ul!~'LI 'lll"ll::te.J~n 

V~~1lm 

I 

'311 

'lll:J 
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English 

to urinate 

plague 

cholera 

small-pox 

medicine man 

medicine 

blind 

mute 

lame 

hunchlmck 

to bu born 

to ~die 

to bury the 
corpse 

to burn the 
corpse 

to be afraid 

to steal 

to kill 

whiLe 

black 

yeHuw 

I I mm 

Kareu 

l 
'Wl~:n:m 

5 
~:ne 

A 
'l! 

A 

:Wl'lf 

'dl 

'1.HJ 



l'VI'U 

A~1m1u 1~r 

ih11"tn:mfu 

~mmm1 

~'!],_. 

lil'W tw ~r 

9.--'lJ~,_.!: I 
lfl'W t:w lilU'Wff11~ml 

.... ~ 
lil'WU'W 

9.-- I '-' k _I 
l?lW.:W .:WJtlil'W'WLU'W 

lllu~um1WI:w!91 1u 
&il''J'W 

82 ) 

Engli8h 

gl'een 

red 

blue 

thiH 

thtLt WOIIltLll 

thiH lllan 

I, me 

my father 

our child 

a high tree 

tlti::; kee is high

er thttn tlutt 

this mu.ngo tree 
i::; the highest 
in the gal'den 

I am going to 
the market 

I come f'rom the 
market 

Karen 

•I I I J!i 
'Ull?llnltl 

I I 

mmu 

I I 

nl"'T 

I 'I m~ 1m 

I 

l?l:l~ll::~HJf;JIIlli?l:: 

~'VliiV\:W:: 

,, 01 
u ~ V\:u Vl:w::n:'!t 

V\::!.1l 



1vu:m 
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English 

to-mot'row I 
Rlmll go into 

the fort\Rt 

yesterdrty I was 

in the foreRt 

in fl'ont o t tho 
houRe 

behind the 
house 

who comes? 

if I l'UCOV61' 

yeA 

together 

one 

two 

three 

fonr 

five 

six 

seven 

! [I 'f) 

.!
!'1!tlb1 

Knren 



~lJfl'e),l' 

~!.Jfll~ 

~?J~ 

~uVJn 

~tH~l?l 

~muJ!?l 
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English 

eight, 

llll1e 

ten 

eleven 

twelve 

thirteen 

fourteen 

:fifteen 

sixteen 

seventeen 

eighteen 

nineteen 

twenty 

twenty-one 

thirty 

forty 

:fifty 

sixty 

seventy 

eighty 

ninety 

Karen 

.... ' "' lil:"livurt 

lil:~ lrl:~ 



........ 
lf.ll:ltl~ 

~ A. 
f'JUJ!\'lU 

1!\~UJ!\~1 

( 85 ) 

one hundred 

· one hundred 
· n,nd one 

two hundred 

three hundred 

four hundred 

five hundred 

Hix hundred 

seven hundred 

ehrht hundred 
b 

nine hundred 

one thonsu.ncl 

ten thousand 

hunclrecl thou
sand 

Kal'en 

I I 

f?l::mem 

rf I I 

l'tf.m mVJm 

l I I 
um.Jmwu1 
A I I 
Am'V'im 

I I 

'W~~fll'WUl 

';;- I I 

bA:mwm 

I .I A 
lPnn:'lf 
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uvnw L~Tl~ ~ ri~itJ1~./L.lU~ 
The Parahlt> or tlte Pl'ndigal Son in Karen. 

1u~rmrr~ri1 'El~1wfl~1~ri1 'El~1W'II~[7]1 Ll~ 1mhLl71~1 

'f.l~1WLfl'tl~'tlmUm11 

o.-1 
1J1L~'tllflt1 

~'tlUJ1~UJ'tlth(;l~U'tl 'tl~~1Lmtitl 'tl~ llJ'tl:: L '"l'tllYJ::: 

rlu1 1mJ~m~11~'tl~Lfl'tl~ 

~1m~1~ ~. JJL11tlci'tl~11 ~u 'tlum 

t7hfl1Lll'tl LL~ L~'f.l~ULL~flmm~ 
!J 

~'f.ll~'tllhl1l~~ftrJU'El~lrlltfl 

? y 

' 1.!!. ' c!. .!!. .:!1 • I 
l VltlV\:; L Vlfll1l'f.lfl'tltl171::fl'tlll'tl lJtl!711 L 11\fl'tl!: 

? 

• I ' c!. I • I"" ( ' I.!. • I 
LlJtJl?lllvtfl'El~~ m.JIJ'tlll m~1~ u1 

1l 

Ul~ifj~lri1LV\U LL~ 1~'El::LL~~U(fllrl1Vltl th 
1l 

Ul~lrl1LLfl~L m~~l~~fl'El~'El L r~~~1LUtl 

L ~'fl'EJ::Fl1~1 'II1ll ~'EJ'EJ~~lLfl'EJ::'EJ~ LLllr~mn; 
( I ( I 1 i.Jc!..d. d, I 1 I '!-! 1!-J I 

l111L'EJ1::vl1'EJ'El LL1..lmm~LL1l~'fl'El 'Cl 'Vl'EJfl:;~L~'tlllllnL'EJ 1J1lfllf11J1~ 1 
ut11 " w~lvmwLtJ'tlth " l?l1Ln'EJLLmfl'El1hr:dwll1 1'BLfi'EJ~1Lll'f] 

u:;rh '' 1'II1lJ~tJ~Ln1'tlLtl'tl1Jl 'tl~thrl'El~1WEj:;Ln~~fl~tJ'Cl ~'Cl:;1WLLft y . 

L91::'tl:;1wL U'Elll~~Vl~~::L 'Tit! 'El:;1wLLl?l '' w~1~W 1.~t1ll1 171~lfl'EJLLn 

ci:;'tl:;L.:JtJLdL~1::'B~1w8u~ ~ 
lJ 

l ~'El1J11 wll1 " 'EJ:;th lll'EJ'El~LLJ ~\L~8L '118 

.:!!, c!. I ""' c!. ' V"\ . c!. , 2.) A .I 
l ~l~'"l'El Ej~'EJWLEIL ~1:;Ejl?J1l?l'tllW'tl:;LlJ1:;:U1'1llt1LW'El'El :U'El~~:;(;l:;ufl'tllfl'Cl'El!: 

lJ 

1w~'Jti~LLmrJ'Jfl~Lm:: 'fl::1wm~1LWT1~El1Lfl~'El~Ull~n::Lrm~ Ltl'tl'tl~fllVIti 
y 

00 LlJ']:;L ft1:: ll?l'El::'El::1WLt?l'EJ::~1 'El~1Wrm'El:;LL d1n1tJLfl'El~tn 

.!. '!-! ,!, I 2..J 1 I ~ iJ 11 I 
tJ1Lnfl 'tl::u1ll1'](?]1[1ltJ Wll::LlJl::Le:l'tl:;lJ'ElmL fl'El'EI 'El::LL 'J n~:;rJ'Clltl'El~'tl:; 

~:;l?l~fl'El~Ul 171lll1LLr:l~'tl~Vltl 'Ell~llLflLLl?llJ·l'El::1w~ 1 U'El j 11::1 W 

Lll111J:: mll11'EltmJn'tlVltl~ tl~~[fl~1riu'f.l1J~tlll1Jl Ull1l::LmLJJ:;(;l:;LLV\tl'El:; 
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[11Lfl~n1Llh~Vl~'Cl 'Cl1~1JJ1~~1~'CJ 
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"" ""' UV11 W '1!1 ~ !!]'EJ-.l l"TI1 A Kaeen tale 

• I I d., I 8,. &. • I d.A o-1 
IJ1V1~n1Ll!:itl'tl:UIJl:UElfl~UEILLrWl'EJIJ~V11fiJ.JfJfl~Uflll1 L '"lfl!:ifl . LL '"lflfl y 

El1ll ~:U1~tl1h?hn1LLV1:U1 ~1Ll~Fifll OOUUltl~LL ~~'II~lJ1[7]~L n ~Elfl~Ufl 
? 

'EJ1~1LLl'l1~~'EJ:U~V1~~ L!:it11V11~LL!:ifl1lh Llfll tlfl~L!:ifld1fllll~~fl1U1 

~tllLVJ::flflLth~~tlfl::UElfl1~1Vl~1 ~LL:U Lth:;tOJEI. 

LlUt:'l LUU n1M1lVltJ 8ialllet:\e translation 

~ 'IIlt.J FJu Vltl~ 1u L~t.J~ ~ ~tJu ~r~~ lu ~~ru:; u~ LCJ~~ w'El~m 

~ ~1~ ll?lv L~1w VJ"1 VJtl~ ~~ vm L~l 1fu CJn1f ~ 'II1w LrmJ FJ1~ u . u 

'II1tl eJU~ LU ~~ lllU cfm~ ~~ lfl1 VI [7]~Llf1~ L~l W~ ~ itJ~ ~1 ~ L~1 
u IJ IJ 

CJn L~1 u~ vw Lt?h ~ VJnl'"l ~~ :rE1~ L~m WE~ 6V) 'IIlt.J cf JD 1~ Vlu u I u 

~~ LnVJ d1 n:;1:r LL!:l:; 1~ 1171 uu mYM ~1flf1, d1 CJ.v ~1~ :u1 ~171 mu ~~ [7]:;w;~ 'tl u u . 

VI l.'nl1tl W~ '"lU lmf ~tl~ ~ L~1 kJfl L~11f u1J L~1 ~ (7]fl l'"l ~~ m . 
u u 

li1n n~ Vl "111t.J cf u11 'II1t.J cf u~ ~1F1f11 d1 cf ~1~ Vlt.Jtlfl ~~ ~171 LL~ LlJl 6V) u u u 'tl 11 !l I 

d1 L~ll '1 LL~ L~l ~ Vll tl~rJtJ 1~ 'II1tJ cf u~ ~~ ~u u~:; ~m~ m:; 
I 1J 

· 'II1n Vl ~tl~ VJU tJtJn :u1 L~l ~ ~M w tmt.J lu VlU 1171 u11 WEI ~tl~ cf 
u !l 

~1~ 1l7fuu l ~l ~~ W171 flU ~n ~1 L~m fl~lJ' 171~ W 6V1 LL~:; L ~ll "1 flci ~ u !l u I I u 

ll1lt1u ~~ ~~ ~~ 1u 171 lu Vlull71 u~ 'II1tl CJvu~ [7]fll'"l ~~ m:;'II1n Vl y !J u u 

~'EJ~ VJU fl'EJfl J.Jl '"llfl itJ~ ~1 L~1 ~ fl~ Vl 'EJtJ u1J ~ ~M :IJl tmtl LL~ 
. u u 

1171u Jl VJun ~tl~ VJ"iJ L~1 ~ d~~ flci ~ VI ~f]~ l?lu 'II1u ti t!u ~~ ~~~ AfH:; 
u u u ' . 

~fl~ t?JU 1171u ri1~~ m~ ·VJ ~ ~1!71 wi1 ~ n~ VI flU ·u~ ~~ m::L~u 1tlun 
!l u !l ll 

1hn wt1 ~m CJv ~1~ 1171u rh~~ llN u1n llVJn u~:; Wu ~ VlnVl:U171Vl~tl1n. 
!l 
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English Translation. 

A mall w•·ut visil.ing· to tlw hn\IKe of a girL Now it lutppt~m:d 

that. at t,ltat. t,il!w t.lw girl':-; l'1tthn had bmughL a tortoise antl tit~d it 

on Llw w~t·awla ol' Llw hOliK•~. \VIwn Lhc· man t'eaehed Llw o·irl'H 
" " ~ . 

hoU::iP hn pttL hiH L'ILI' np agni11HL 11 hole in UH·. WILli ju::;t where Llw 
Lot·LoiHe waH Lied in o)'(h•r to li::;l•~n. '!'he tortoixe wax ~:~eared anrl 

HIHJULt~cl htxtily. Thu llUUl uid llllL n~ali:-.t.' what it was aml thought 

it; wax Llw girl spPaking, KO he put hix C<Ll' right up ag<tinxt the 

opuniug whut't' tlw Lortoixe wax tit!d. 'l'he tortois:J being 1:1eared 

opt~ned itH mouth and hit tlw man'x ea.t·, hnt he, thinking it '\Vas the 

girl pl<tying a ,iok.:t:· with hilll, jnxL xpoiw Hol'tly Sttying: " it hmts, it 

hurLH ", but thP tc.ll'toixB did not, let go. 'l'he nHtn tlten began to 

wrigglt• lttnl to clmg hix ear ttway but the Lortoise carne with him. 

,JuHt tlwn t,lw girl'H father heard and 1:11titl to hi:-:; daughter: "what iK 
the noiKo nmlur the houKe ugh, ugh, it hurtK, it hurt~!" Aud he mn 

down to see. ])y t.Imt timt~ the man was frightened ami had pulled 

hi:-; eat· away from the OIWning but tlw tortoise, still biting him, 

e/tllw ;doug with it aml tlw weight of tho tortoiHe hung on to the CILl', 

H_J tlw m;Ln shook his head vigoroul:lly till Lhe car was torn away; 

Uw Lortoit:~e rd>mmde1and hit tlw girl'~:~ father hard on the mouth ttud 

broke hiK Locth ~md hiH mouth. 
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