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An Excursion to Phimai

'a temple city in the Khorat province.

Lecture delivered before the Siam Society on 16th June 1920
by
Masor ERIK S2IDENFADEN
late of the Provincial Gendarmerie,

——c

Though we in Siam cannot boast of sueh. splendid and mighty
temple ruins as those of Angkor Thom or Angkor Wat in Cambodia,
still we have got some which are well worth visiting as for ‘instance
those in Sulkhothai, Sawanlkhalol, Lopburi or Phimai—not to Speak of
others, which to a certain point are still finer, but are far away in
the wildernesses of Southeastern Khorat or at the frontier of the
Ubon province and Cambodia. Lying in the midst of virgin' forest
they defy all others than the indefatigable traveller who is prepared
to spend weeks in visiting them,

Phimai however is not too far away, and can casily be visited
in the course of a few days, being one of the finest examples of
Khmar architecture which we possess in Siam. - It is about the temple
in Phimai and how to reach it, that this paper iy going to tell.

Phimai or Vimiya as its old name sounds is situated in the
province of  Nakhon Rajasima (also called Khorit) about 56
kilometres or 35 miles to N. E. of the provincial capital of the same
name. Phimai was no doubt formerly, i e. in the days when the Cam-
Dbodian sway extended over the greater part of the present Siamn, the
capital of a big provinee and the seat of a vice-roy,—subject directly to
the Khmeér king in Angkor Thom (Naklon Luang of the Siamese). This
fact is proved, not only by several inscriptions on the walls of its -
~grand temple, but also by the existence of the remaing of a great
chavssée runniing from Phimai in a 8. E. direction down over the
Dangrek hills (that formidable barrier between the N. E. Siamese
plateau an am Cambodia a8 well as the Prachin province) to Angkor

the Gireat, the ancienf and glorious capital of the Khmar, .
. - .



As this paper is intended to serve as n kind of advertisement
for the Phimai ruins and thereby induce people interested in architec-
ture, art and archacology to visit them, T shall now proceed
to explain how you are to travel to Phimai First, a word
about equipment: Take with you a campbed, folding table,
chairs, cooking ubensils some tinued provisions, a cook and
a “hoy;” a small tent will also come in handy. The best
time for doing the trip is the cold season i e. Dech-February ; March—
April being too hot. Starting from Bangkok by the train leaving at
9. 48 you arrive in Khorit at 18. 08. The first part of the journey
iy not very interesting,the railway running due North through a
flat and swampy country intersected with numerous klongs and
studded with small lakes and ponds, & home of innumerable water-
fowls and a paradise for the birdshooting sportsman. Here and
there you see clumps of feathered bambus hiding small villages, and
on the banks of the klongs the poor huts belonging to the tillers of
the soil, who mostly ave in the employ of the big landowners living
in Bangkok. Sometinies you get a glimpse of the broad glittering
Maniam Chdo Phraya stretching away on your left hand and if you
travel in the season when the rice is being brought down to Bangkok
from upcountry, you may see passing down the river whole fleets of
riceboats which with their bellying white sails resemble flocks of giant
seagulls. You pass Bang Pa In, an idyllic island whereon the
King’s summer palace i situated, and after nearly two hours you
arrive in Ayudhya, Siam’s old capital (A. D. 1350-1767). From
the railway line you just get, to the West, a glimpse of the island
on which the oldest city Dviaravatl (Thevaravadi in Siamese)
was built by the early Indian settlers. To the Rast you look
over a vast plain studded with ancient Prangs and Phrachedis,
huge . reddish  piles of masonry overgrown with green
vegetation which in' the golden days of Ayudhya were rich and
splendid temples, since spoiled by the Burmese those true disciples
of Huns and Vandals, when they in 1767 conquered and destroyed
the old capital. But the train rolls on and the line now swings
towards N. E. still passing over lowlying ground but soon afterwards,
at Ban Phra Kgo, we meet the high and dry land, the oﬂr coasbline

in reality, of about 1500 years ago, At Ban Pha Chi junction the
: *
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Northern railway branches off’ to the left while we continue going
N, E. After having passed Saraburi (“the town bt the sea” the name
again reminding us about that not so very distant period when the
gea rolled its waves mnear to thig place) the landscape changes its
character entirely and becomes hilly. To the North you see the
outlines of Khao Phra Buddha Bat the famous place of pilgrimage
and now we are nearing the Dangrek mountains, the ramparts
which to the West and South surround the four big North
eastern provinces of Siam. In Gengkol another locomotive
is harnessed to our train to assist’ in hauling us up over the
hills to the plateau of Khorit. Up it goes through the rugged hills
covered with impenetrable virgin jungle. Here and there a passage
has been blasted through the black or red rocks, and sometimes the
line has to make such curves when rounding certain hill promontories
that you can see both the locomotives and the last waggon of the
train at the same time. The construction of the part of the line,ie. from
Gengkoi, was started in 1897 and the town of Khorat was reached,
finally in 1900. The building of that stretch of the railway which
climbs up through the jungle coverered hills, cost the lives of several
thousand Chinese coolics and also of not a few European engineers
and overseers, When you pass the station of Muok Lek (which gets
its name from a peculiarly shaped solitary hill called Kbao Muok
Lek ie. «the ironhatted mountain,” near by), you see the tomb of &
young Danish engineer, K. L. Rahbek, who died of fever and was
interred here. The huge mortality during the construction  of
the railway was due to the jungle fevers prevalent in this
region, the hills being clothed in dense jungle or virgin forest
called “Dong Phraya Fai” (i.e. “the forest of the Lord of fire”) which
has from olden days had a bad reputation for being a feverriden and
very unhealthy one. The train climbs on and on, the scenery shifts
rapidly, somebimes black and menacing walls of rock encompass the
track bubt sometimes the hills recede, and you then look to the North
and South over the top of the dark and luxurious forest to a con-
fusion of distant chaing and summits wrapped in a Dblue haze.
Though the forest presents & most Iuxuriant and wild scenery with
its true Plants of secular trees hung with lisnas, orchids or fantastic

creepers, you seldom see any animal life with the exception of small
]
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elouds of butterflies. Still there is no doubt that in the mysterious
depths of the forest are hosts of big game, wild elephants (which you
are nob allowed to shoot), tigers, leopards, samburs, wild ecattle and
even rhinoceroges, indeed Dong Phraya Fai is the paradise of hig
game hunters. At Pak Sok the line reaches its highest points: 896.5
mebres or about 1300 feet over the sea level. From this point the
ground slopes gently down to the city of Khoriit which s only 175
metres or 616 feet over the sea level. Before the construetion of the
railway a journey from Bangkok to Khordt was a rather formidable
task, the first part from Bangkok to Saraburi or Genglcoi was easily
made by hoat, but thereafter you had to travel by elephant, pony or
by foot, the luggage or merchandise being transported on the back
of pack-bullocks. The trip from Gengkoi to Khordt or vice versa
generally took about 11 days and was exceedingly tiring for
both men and beasts. Just before emerging from the big fQi'est
the train pulls up at a small station called Nakhon Chantu'k. Not
far away in the jungle are the ramparts of an old city now deserted,
the army keeps a pony stud heve. Near by there is also an old cop-
per mine, the working of which has been given up as unprofitable long
ago. After this place the country opens up and paddy fields and
villages become more and more numerous as we ave nearing Khorit,
vhe line twice passing over Lam Takong an afftuent to the Min river
which born in the wilds of Dong Phraya Fai flows in an REasterly
direetion and passing Norbh of Khordt town falls into the Mun some-
where Kast of the town. Before reaching Khorat we pass a station
called Sung No'n, i e. the tall hill, near which are lying two ancient
cities one to N. W., the other to the East of it: the former is called
Mv'ang Semarding, the latter Mu'ang Khorit Kio, in both of which
are found archmological remains of considerable interest. Several
temple ruins and a huge resting Buddha all made of sandstone and
of Cambodian origin are also to be seen there. These old cities may have -
been Cambodian fortresses dating from a period long before the
present town of Khorit was built. In Khorit you may stay at the
atlway station or better, if you can arrange so with the French
Legation in Bangkok, at the unoccupied consulate building which is
not far from the station and quite a comfortable place at th@ The
town itself is not very interesting nor pictﬁresque being too dirty















and. its roads always in a pitiful state of disrepair, The population
seems mainly to consist of Chinese in whose hands is the whole trade
of N. K. Siaun, the town being so far the terminus of the railway
from Banglkol. To Khorat areive, and from it too start the innumer-
able caravans of bullock earts which bring the produets from the four
provinces of Khorit, Ubon, Roi Kteh and Udorn rveturning to the
same loaded with all sorts of foreign goods, From Khorit also is
exported annually a great nuber of cattle and pigs destined for
consumption in Bangkok or for export to Singapore,  The mon-
Chinese population of the town—which really is the most numerons—
is called Thai Khorit or formerly Lio Kling, 1. e. the middle Lio, but
is for the greater part of Cambodian origin wixed with Thai from the
Mandm valley and especially Lio  from the region of Wiengehan
sprinkled with some Mohn exiles,  The last nawmed have quite for-
gotten their mother tongue but not  their ancestral spivits who ave
still worshipped fervently here even by those who are vot of Mohn
erigin: in fact the “phi’s” of Khorat are “Phi Mohn.”

The present city was built during the reign of King Phra Narai
Mahardj (1656-1688) who let French Military Engineers construet
the fortifications, which consist of earthern ramparts crowned in part
with walls of brick or sandstone, provided with bastions, broad moats,
still partly tilled with water, and four gates of which last only the
Western one has been preserved entirely, looking quite picburesgque
with its superimposed tower.  In Wat Kling and at the Sin Chio Lok
Mwang are intevesting relics from the Klnnér time, namely statues of
Nariyana (Vishnu), Ganesa, Naga's, ete. pointing to the existence of
Brahmanieal sanctuary and a Khm3ar scttlement long hefore the founda-
tion of present day Khordt.  The walled pavt of the town cannot
hold the entire population, and near the railvay station lies the suburh
of Paru with its flourishing fruit gardens, the soil of which is nour-
ished by a sort of irrigation system, while between the station and
the western city wall lies another guarter called Poh Klang wmainly
consisting of a strect 1} kilometer long, lined on both sides with a
multitude of Chinese shops,  Most of the government officials live in
their own quarter outside and S. W. of the walled ¢ity, and finally to
the South of the town are the barracks and the aerodreme of the 5th
Division of the.. army. © For thejourney from Khorit to Phimai,



ponies, bullockearts and a guide are necesary items. When T, some
few years ago, was stationed in Khoriit, you could get a pony, inchud-
ing saddle, for 2 Ticals and a bullockeart for 3 Ticals a day; the
cuide will probably cost yvou another couple of Ticals o day. To get
these things you wmust approach the governor who no donbt will be
vlad to assist you.  The best thing, however, will be to let the care-
taker of the consulate arrange matters. [ consider one puny for
yourself, one for the guide and two bullockearts amply sutlicient for
vour trip. The distance from Khordt to Phimad is, by the road T went
in 1918, fifty six kilometres, and you ean of course easily cover that
distance in one day, if on hovse-back and without any luggage, hut |
recommend you to travel by vasy stages; so much the more as the
roads ave nsually in a very primitive stdte; it will then take l\'unA
21 days to reach Phimai I will now presume thal we are ready to
start, s0 we leave our comfortable residence at 6 oelock o
the morning and  ride followed by our puide  throngh  the
old  walled  city, entering by the Western gate catlod  Pratu
Chom  Pon, passing  the lively business quarter and leaving by
the Southern gate called Pratn Chainavony or Phic The last nane
“the gate of the dead” it has eot becauwse all dead have o be
carried out through this particular  gate, to do it by why of the
other gates would call down calamity on the town and its
inhabitants,  Not far fvom the town we skirt n lavge swanp called
Hua Talg, which strotehes far away to the S B of the town, and follow
the “ting luang” or govermnent vowd which goes from Khordd to
Burirain aud which is provided with poles on which the distance
for every 10 Sen (400 metres) is indieated. At Sali Nok Hong.
12 kilometres from Khordt, we stop and  tale o combined break-
fast and tiffin and in the afternom another 7 kilonetres bring
us to Ta Ching (Elephantford) the “port of Khorat”, a village
with a gendarmerie post lying ot a point of the Man rviver, where
this—for some few monbhs every year—hbeging to he navigable
We find accommodation in a resthouse belonging to the Miin river
Navigation Company. While the scenery hetween  Klhorit and Ti
Ching is open country dotted with villages and abounding in broad
paddyfields, it is not so between T4 Ching and Phimai “where it

mostly is high forest-covered land : indeed we pass through the edge
. i} - :
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Plan of one the four gopura's (South)
@ of the exterior temple enceinte
(after Lunet de Lajonquidre)
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of the great forest Kok Luang, which from the big Southern plain
Tung Kadan stretches Northwards stopping only at a short distance
from the Min rviver, while it Wesbwards continues until it blends
which Dong Phraya Ffai and Eastwards till it mects the forests of
the Ubon province. This huge forest which seemingly is deserted
holds' many interesting things mot the least heing the many old
cities, some built in squares, and others in rings, but that is another
story. The second day after a vide of 13 kilometres we stop in the
village of Nong Tayoi, where we get our tiflin under the splendid
shady mango treesin the Wat. - In the afternoon, having done ancther
18 kilometres, we leave the “ting luang” aund, turning N. K. for a
short distance, halt at Ban Nong Krasang, where we camp oubside
the Watb at the edge of the Nong. We have now only 11 kilometres
left to reach Phimai. In the early morning of the third day we
trot through the dew dripping bamboo jungle, startling nuwmbers
of junglefowls and crow pheasants which abound here, and suddenly
we meet the telegraph line rumning Eastwards from Khorat to
Ubon. We follow this for sometime bubt soon afterwards
tumn directly North and having crossed a lot of more ov less
delapidated  wooden  bridges spanning a number of small
sbreans, we now see the ancient city of Phimai looming up
against the sky with its ramparts and tall trees. We enter
through the Southern gate—Pratu Chui—built of sandstone and just
sufficiently high to let a howdal’d elephant pass through. The gate
is an exact copy of those in Angkor the Great. We pass along a long
and straight street lined on both sides with the houses and gardens of
the inhabitants, besides several rather unintercsting wats. Right at the
end of the street you see the Southern Gopura or entrance to the great
temple with its terrace in front, 8. W. of which is seen a build-
ing called “Phra Klang” or the “treasury” built of sandstone blocks or
blocks made of “silaléng” this wellknown natural sovt of cement.
This building is cel?tainly of Khmar origin and was probably used for
secular purposes.  We do not enter the temple‘at once but walk our
ponies round the exterior enceinte following the street which leads
us to the Min river, on the high bank of which a somewhat neglected
bungalow will be our residence during the time we stay in:the town,

The town of Phimai is built in a square, sutrounded in part by
. :
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earbhern ramparts and broad ditehes, and measures from 3 to 4
kilometres in cireumference, The ramparts are provided with stone
gateways on their Southern, Western and Northern faces, but on the
Eastern Side they are broken by a large water reservoir called Sra
Phléng. A part of the Northern rampart with its N. K. corner miss-
ing was probably destroyed by the river which here skirts the town,
Parts of stone walls are-seen on the top of the ramparts on both sides
of the gateways on the Southern and Western face as also on the
whole of the remaining part of the Northern one; these stonewalls
were probably never quite finished, Outside the town the jungle
reaches right up to the wmoats, the ground between the town and the
forest in the South being intersected by numerows klongs and rivulets
hesides being very swampy, A watercourse called Nam Khem (the
salt stream) which is probably an old branch of the Min rviver-—or
perhaps it was its maincourse long ago, who knows—though partly
dry during the dry season, is in the rainy season sufficiently full of
watgr to justify one in calling Phimai an island. This watercourse
is a favourite breeding place of the erocodiles and it is not difficult to
get hold of their eggs here. The temple lies o little to the North of
the centre of the town, the space between its exterior enceinte and
the city walls, being divided up in nunerous square blocks separated
by streets cutting each other rectangularly, testify to the skill of the old
Cambodians in town planning. The town itself is like one forest of
tall " dipterocarpii, wmighty broad crowned sceular tamarinds or
mangotrees and graceful sngar and cocospalms, swaying to and fro
in the breeze; overall is cool shade and in many places .you find
small tanks filled with clear and fresh water.  The inhabitants ave
the wellknown Khordt Thai, active and industrious people, good
weavers of silk and thrifty traders whom you meet with everywhere
in Eastern Sian.  Though they speak that rude Thai dialect which
is peculiar to Khorvat, their dark complexion, and their manners and
tr‘ndxhu‘ms‘ all point to their descent from old Vimiya's Cambodian
temple buildery ; some fow ,L.peaknnu‘ that tongue still live in the town
and not many miles South of the town heging the Khmgr-peopled Am-

pho’-district of Nangrong.
Two enceintes surround the temple or  innermost

sanctuary, the exterior one consists of a stonewall fromi 8 to 5
[,
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. Plan of the Sanctuarv in Phimai









The Sanctuary with towers and galleries viewed from South.

. Part of galleries surrounding the three towers.
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mebers Ligh, built in o squave and still well preserved in parts. There
are four gopuras or gabe-buildings built in the crossform so well
known from the Cambodian temple arehitecture. It is to be regret-
ted that threo of them are so badly damaged as to prevent actual
passage through thens only the Southern one is in a compuabively
good condition. A terrace flanked by Honsand niga’s Teads up to
the last one which is in itself a small ternple containing seven narrow
chambers ; on the faces of two of the pillars in the middle passage are
seen short inscriptions in Khmar., Having passed through this gate-
way we find ourselves in the first or ocuter cowrtyard and there in
front of us lies the sanctuary itself enclosed by its galleries and with
its three towers soaring up simong gigantic old trees, a sight which
fills ones heart with delight. Indeed a finer sight than that you will
hardly#ind in this country. Before entering the sanctuary itself, let
us cast a glance round the outer courtyard which surrounds the
sanctuary and its galleries on all four sides. We nobice close to and
East of the Southern gopura a small and low terrace on which is
lying a stonetigure of superhuman size representing Harvi-Hara, »
torm under which Vishnu and S'iva combined, werve adored during
o certain period. Another one, also of Hari-Hara, lies close to the
causeway leading from the Southern gopura to the sanctoary.
Both to the Hast and West of this are seen some decayed Buddhistic
temples of Thai origin, the bases of which are constructed of
materials  taken from much older buildings of Khmar origin.
Close to the Vihara lying to the West of the sanctuary are seen
remains of two buildings wade of sandstone. Major Tunet de
Lajonquiére in hig excellent description of Phimai (see “lnventaire
descriptif des monuments du Cambodge” Vol IT p. p. 203-296) thinks
that one of these was destined for the king and his courtiers, and
the other one for'the court-ladies during times of pilgrimage, when
- the king and his court came to worship here; a theory well worth
believing. ~ With regard to the Buddhistic temple lying N. . of the
sanctuary, this was, acccording to H. R. H. Prince Damrong, huilt
by Prince Thép Phiphit during his short reign asan independent ruler
of Phimai, during the interregnum which prevailed in Siam after
Ayudhya's downfall in A, D. 1767.  Four big and deep squareformed

« Sras” or water basins are also situated in the ouber courbyard lying
[ ]
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hetween the corners of the galleries surerounding the inner courtyard
and the cnceinte of the outer courtyard. Fhese basing ave genérally
filled with clear and good water used by the citizens for dvinking
purposes.  The building materials used for the different constructions
were probably taken from the place where these basing now ave as
the subsoil here in Phimai—as nearly over all in the Khorit pro-
vinee—consists of a ved sandstone or laterite, just the material
wanted by the old Khmars for their grandiose tewple buildings.
Inside the courtyard grow any tall and splendid trecs: tamarind,
dipterocarpii and mango trees giving a welcome shade and adding
to the picturesqueness of the place.

We will now contemplate the sanctuary itself with its three
prangs or towers, its library or treasury and the roofed galleries
whicl, built in a square, surround them and which measure 300
metres in circumference, Though most of the galleries have now
crammbled away, some parts still in good preservation retaining the
voof, give us a good idea of the manner in which they were con-
structed. The galleries are closed to the exterior and we notice here
a row of false i. e. closed windows with curiously turned gratings,
Oun the interior side they were open and provided with a row
of columns supporting the roofl - There are—or were—four
gopuras built cross-wise like those of the temple enceinte already
mentioned, but at present the Southern gopura is the only passable
one and it is in bhis that we find the two most interesting
ingeriptions consisting respectively of 25 and 7 lines,” the first
one being on your right the second on your left hand, when
you enter the gopura. These ingeriptions, which are in Khmar,
date from the XI-XIIth, Saka (i. e Mahdsakavj ~whoie
chronology sftarts with A D. 79), and tell us that in
Mahasakardj 1030 (ie. A. D.'1108) a certain Virendridhipati-
varman ervected in this gopura, in the door of which the inscription
is engraved, “The statue of the god Sendpati Trailokyavijaya, who is
the senapati (general) of the god Vimiya.”  That inseription proves
that in 1108 the central sanctuary with its god Vimiy (= Phimai)
was already constructed. - Another interesting point is that the above
- date helps us to fix the date of the foundation of Angkor Wat which
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has hitherto been wncertain,  The discovery of the two inscriptions
(made by me, when I, in company with Messes. R, Belhomme and
J. J. McBeth, visited Phimai in December 1918) enables us to inden-
tify king Paramavishnuloka with Stryavaman IT (A, D.1112-1162)
and to locate the constimetion of Angkor Wat in the course of the XITth. .
century, When I say that I found the inseriptions just mentioned,
I am perhaps not quite vight because Major Aymonier, the famous
French archaelogist, did find three inscriptions, when he visited
Phimai in 1884 (see his book “Cambodge IT p.p. 122-124), bat his im-
pressions must have heen very bad as he was unable to
decipher more than s few words. The impressions taken
during my visit in 1918 are not perfect, but still Professor
Coedés has been able to decipher and translate a great deal of
them, the contents of which arve given above (See also Professor
Ceedés’ article in “Journal Asiatique”, Jan-March 1920 p. 96). When
Major L. de Lajonquitre visited the ruins he was not able to find any
inseriptions ab all and it seems as if he did not even believe in the
existence of them. Tt i3 to be hoped that some exaet impressions of
all four ingeriptions will soon be obtained to enable the experts to
give us a full and complete translation of their contents.  We are
now in the innermost courtyard facing the three towers which, we
notice, are built in two lines, two towers in the first and a third,
the main tower, in the second line, The two foremost appear by
their more primitive construction to be much older than the third and
biggest one, heing built of rugged laterite blocks and being quite
unadorned on the exterior. While the Western tower is now empty,
not so the Bastern one, inside which we find a splendid sitting male
statue of superhuman size, the material of which it is made heing a
dark green stone polished smooth as mavble, The execution of this
statne with its- powerful body and impressive but somewhat brutal
looking face is so masterly done, that I venture to say, it easily
holds its own with many of the statues from the old Hellas, It is
a great pity that its arms and neck have been broken and its nose
rather damaged, else, it would have been perfeet. On its right
hand is seen a female statue ina kneeling position, the execution of
this statue is also very fine, bub the head placed on its broken neck
does not belong t (:it being too big and quite out of proportion. The -
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inhabitants of Phimai believe that the stabues represent Thae
Phromathat (Brahmadatta) and Nang Owvapin  (Aravinda =Lotus),
the former being a legendary king of Phimai, the latber a capricions
hut tageinating givl of surpassing beauty won by Thao Phromathal,
after many tribulations, Quite alot of places in the Klordt provines,
as well in the Central as in the Western and Southern part, vemind
one by their names of this legend, as for ingtance Mw'ang Nangrong
(Nang =girl, rong =cries) to take one, and the Lio and Khmar bards
still sing to day about the king and his love. As far as T understand
it, this legend has its counterpart in a much older Indian myth frewm
which it probably is derived (like that about Phraya Panand Phraya
Kong in Nakhon Chaisri), but one is perhaps allowed to believe
that there is o substratum of truth in the local legend, Thao
Phromathat heing & Cambodian viceroy in Phimai and founder of
the oldest sanctuary.  We will now examine the main tower which
is o superh example of the noble Khmar architecture, resexabling the
towers of Angkor Wat and being of a wmueh superior design aud
oxecution than that of the two other towers, and conseruently of a
more  recent date than those. The height of the tower must
originally have been not less than 18 metres, but the top having heen
destroyed, it now measures only about 18 metres (according to a
tradition, the top was pulled down by invading Lio hordes, which
cannot have been others than the armies of the famous king Fi
Ngom, who by the middle of the 14th century extended his sway
from Luang Phrabang and Wiengehan Southwards over the Mekhong
valley and the territory of the four big North eastern provinces of
Siam.) The tower is bnilt of o finely cut sandstone of reddish or
yellowgreyish colour which, when exposed to the changing light
during day time, develops o whole seale of delicate tints finest to
look wpon at sunvise and sunset, or hetter still when the rays of n
brilliant full moon  streaning down throngh the wonderful tropieal
night is at play with its dazzling silverlight, creating o fairyland
of the ruing and repeopling them with ancient Camhodia’s splendonrs.
On the top of the prang formerly crowned with the lotustlower some
brickwork is seen. H. R, H. Prinee Duwrong in his small but excell-
ent guide ook to Khordt ( (e pr 1w 3alul 1iles ume vz

to whom I am indebted for certain historieal information, says thab
= L]
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Prince Thap Phiphit, the same who built the aforementioned Vihira
to the N. K. of the Sanctuary, also tried to repair the tower, to which
some magonry bears witness.  There ave four doors all preceded by
porches, the Southern, being the main one, is preceded by a much
longer poreh (avant corps is the approprialute term in French); all the
doors are framed by beautifully carved or turned columns adorned
with carvings of flowers or the graceful form of dancing girls.  The
vaulted interior is now empty, save for the modern “Roi Phra Budda-
Bat”, but must without doubt formerly have contained an image of the
Buddha as on the lintels of all four doors there are carved scenes of
Buddha's life. ~ With regard to this, Professor Ccedés has been kind
enough to furnish the following explanation:  “ On the lintel of the
Southern door (of which lintel most of the upperhalf is missing), one still
sees clearly Buddha sitbing under the Bo tree, his right hand making
the traditional gesture calling the earth as witness to his renunciation
of all wordliness, under him are seen Mara, the tempter, with his army
of elephants and demons riding on rajasis attacking Buddha. The
acene represents an episode from Bhuddwa's life ie. the vietory over
Mara or Maravijaya. On the lintel of the Eastern door is scen in the
centre a god with 8 arms and 3 (or 4) faces dancing on two
corpses lying on an elephant's skin. The Buddhistic (Mahayanistic)
pantheon possesses a divinity the description of which corresponds
well with this figure, with the 'éxception of the number of the arms,
This is Samvara (Ses Getty “The gods of Northern Buddhism”
p. 127). This author says “He has four heads......... He iy represented
with twelve arms.. The original ones crossed in Vajra-hfimkira
mucri just as our figure does, The upper arms hold an elephant's
skin, which entirely covers his back............He steps to the left on
the nude figure of a............woman............and on the vight treads
on B, ~..oman” But as Samvara is almost unknown outside
Tibet and China, I still Hesitate to accept this identification though
not rejecting it entirely. I ask myself if it is not possible that
this figure is a special local form of Trailokyavijaya, beecause this
divinity” is mentioned in the inscription found in the Southern
gopura.  Trailokyavijaya has four faces, eight arms (just the number
of army of our figure), he dances on the bodies of Siva and Parvati,
his two nethermost hands making the sign of vajra-hiimkara mudrs -
. - :
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(Ses Foucher « Btude sur iconographic houddhique de Plnde”, 24,
part, p. 58). o far good, but the elephant’s skin s not mentioned,
Still in view of the popnlarity of Trailokyavijayn v hulia and
Java and the fact that he is cited in the Phiwmai inseription, I am
inelined to accept this last identification. To the Tefl and right
of the figure of Trailokyavijaya one notices two vows ol figures, the
upper consisting of sitting Buddhas the lower of dancing bayadérves,
The third scene, depicted on the lintel of the Northern door
represents  the statue of a god sitbing in a  temple  to
which god different persons come bringing offerings.  The statue
is that of a god sitting on the Naga, the god wears 8
mukuta (crown), ear-pendants cte. and one is at the first view
inclined to identify it rather with Vishnu than with S'iva, but there
exist & great number of similar statues where the person sitbing on
the Naga certainly is Buddha, though probably under the
Mahayanistic form of Adibuddha which generally is represented
decked ‘with the royal ornaments (See Getty “The gods of Northermn
Buddhism” p. 8). We now come to the last door, the Western, on the
lintel of which is seen Buddha standing clad in royal garments in
the attitude of the statues which ab Lho present are callod “Phra
Chao song khrilang” ( yi L"TI NN LFL]EN y It is well known that

these statues 1'(,prcﬁent Buddha as Rijadbiraja or the king of kings
in the apocryphical legend Jambupati (See the résmmdé in Finot's

“Recherches sur la littérature laotienne,” published in Bulletin de
l’]fcole Frangaise d'Lxtrdme Orient, XVII vol. No. 5, p. 66). Ifib

really is this legend which is represented here, 1 think that Jambu-

pati and his escort ave to be seen in the upper vow of figures to the

left of Buddha, to the rvight, his palace is scen; the lower row (of

daneing girls and musicians) represent perhaps the sensual enjoyments -
in the gardens (of Jambupabi) so treasuved by him before he enme

into the presence of Buddha.”

The superstructure, which beging where the pilastershaped

walls end with o sort of capital most beautifully executed, must
ouwlnal]y have rvisen gradually like n sort of tuuuml pyramid
~up to the top, having on ecach of its steps  rows of
“acrotéres” ie. stones formed like “Bai simi's” and carved with

L]
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figures of rishis (Siamese: risi=hermit) or many headed snalces, of
which a number are still to be seen in their original places, and finally,
on each of the four faces of the tower and just over the porches, a
huge Garuda—the mount of the god Vishnu—is seen,

The last building to be mentioned is the library or treasury, s
small rectangular structure lying with ibs longitudinal axis East and -
West, and close to the West of the Southern porch of the main tower,
this building is now quite tumbled down and presents only a confused
heap of stones. But strewn on the ground round the building lie a -
lot of seulptured stoues fallen down partly from the top and partly
from the porches of the main-tower, among them arve lintels on which
are depicted different scenes, here the hevoic fight between Bili and
Sugriva with their bows, their human and monkey warriors and the
war chariot, a welllknown episode from the Indian epic called Rami-
- yana, which is still played by the Cambodian, Javanese and Siamese

lakhons of to-day; or there ome sets the god Indra sitting on the
threeheaded elephant, there again ancther god sitbting on the head of
the monster Rahu and finally a row of standing lions and so on. A
patient research will reveal a lot of more beautiful details gladdening
the heart of any lover of art or archaeology. It will also be noticed
that the present surface of the innermost courtyard does not represent
the original one which lay considerably lower; by the care of a
former thoughtful Nai Ampho’ the earth has been dug away at the
base of the Northern face of the maintower, showing the original
base of this as well ag the stonepaved courtyard and also showing
that the porches were approached by flights of steps.

Outside the temple, between this and the river, i. e. North of
the temple, lies the public school (Rongrien Kulang) on the verandah
of which is seen a collection of many interesting things namely a
standing four-armed statue wearing S'iva’s headdress and a
standing fourarmed statue wearing Vishnu's mukuta, both statues

~are of natural size and, though the arms are broken, of a very good
execution. The heads said to belong to Thao Phromatat and Nang
Oraphin are also kept here as also a very big female head of a third
statue (this last one, as also some other fragments of statues lying
in the Eastern tower may have belonged to statues placed formerly
in the now empty .Western' tower). Some ancient pottery: jars of the
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kind ealled <Iai KLa” as well as some tall clongated vascelike ones
are scen hoere (oo, bub the most interesting picee i o fine statue of
a woman in o standing  position,  wearing o skivl (o pi sin”),
necklace and a mukubs on her head, Ghe face with its aquitine nose
and full lips is smiling with a mysterious and Dlissful smile. This
statue is called Nang Lavu and wused formerly to be in o place
called Kok Lavu, some 40 kilometres to the Northeast of Phimai,
where o wabercourse called Lam Plaimas falls into the Munriver
As far as T know there are no traces of any sanctuary there, it was
just a solitary statue standing in the forest and though the place
was,— and i8,— far away from any human dwelling, the statue nsed to
be visited on moonlight nights by young Lio bards (Mol Lawm) who
played on their khans (reedflutes) and sang lovesongs to her, but .
5o fatal were the consequences of this uncanny courtship that the
young men once reburned to their native villages wore attacked by
evil fevers, soon afterwards to die. The jealous and resentful
Lio dawmsels therefore forced the village elders to remove the villages
further Kagt to be outside the baneful and magnetie influence of Nang
Lavu and finally the Nai Ampho’ caused the statue to e hrought to
Phimai to its present abode, where it seemns to have lost its influence
So far the popular tale told me one evening when I sat hy tlie
campfire. The name Lavu reminds one about Lophburi’s, old name
Lvo, of the inseriptions.  May be the nane has sone historvieal connec-
tion with that other old Khmer city which is still more ancient
“than Phimai itself! I may add that another curiosity is to be seen
near Phimai; about half an houwr’s paddling upstreams there grows
on the left bank of the Minviver a huge and splendid Banyantroe
called Ton Sai Ngim: seen from a  digtance it rvesembles
a wmighty green cupola, and it i3 saild, that wunder its shade
a whole company at war strength can find vest. Her late ‘Majesty
the Queen Mother visited it on her trip to Phimai in 1912
Before concluding this paper some few’ words aboub the scanty
historical information which we possess about Phimai may prove
useful.  As will be seen from the inscriptions, thix place was au-
doubtedly the capital of a big province or petby kingdom subject to
Anglor the Great about the year A. D. 1100, as it probably had been
for several centuries before that time, it is moreover -reasonable. to
b
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bodieve that Phiomal moa vory sseient lowg of the Khmdes, who s
faot guded oaer the swhole of the Man valley dong bofore they (abeant
A B guiy went dows oand conguers] Fuoan Lo the present
Cambardins whieh Jast, inhabiled by o kindred rtee, opee cmbieaeed
the whale of moddrn S as well as the Mekbong  walley.
Wihen King Rimskbambeng engraved Jus famous inseviption in
Sukhethas A 10 1292, the presont provinees of Khorat and Uhon
were still under  Khm@r-dominion,  Later on, daring  the wars
Tetween Phea Chio ing or Ramatibadi Loof Ayuthia (A D 1340-
1369 aned Plirn Pavama Lamprngse of Cainbodia, te Siamese eon-
quisred the territory of Khorit bot for quite a long time their rale
wax condined to the Western parts of this provisee aud Phimai may
b wupprosed o have remained Cambodian Tor some thae longer,
though it probably cnee was temporarily conquered by King Chio
Fa Nyo's i;‘:‘w asmiios as mentioned above,  After this there 5 a
gap in the Sianmese chronicles and nothing ix heard about Khovig or
Phimai before the time of King Plirs Narai Mahies] who, as eelated
in the bogiuning of this paper, sent Freneh Military cogineers to
fortify the town of Khorat, making it to one of the Kingdom » strong
furtpesses destined o gusel agaimdt possible dnvesions into the
Minam vabley from the East.  Phimal i mentioned st that time as
being oo of the 5 Ma'angs subject to Nakbon Bajesima, The next
titne we hear abont Phimai ixafter the Bndl of Ayadhys in 1767, when
Princa Thop Phiphit of the Royal Honse of Ayudyn triad to rally
s of his conntryien against the Burmieso invaders, It having
aaifercd defeat in o battle at Pakndm Yotagi (in the Prachin pro-
vines) he fHad to Khordt where hoeaftor many bloody intrighes-—was
raised to Lo ruler of Phimai.  His kingship was however of short
daration, wiin 1775 ho was dofeated and eaptured by one of the
somivs which Khun Luang Taksin sent ap against him.  Sines then
Phimmi has sunk down to the seat of an ordinary Nai Ampho’ though Y
it has recently been proposed to wike it the se.t a governor (phu v
rajakar changvad), ‘
The ruing of Phimai are of such beauty and  bnporiance that
it is sincerely to be hoped the government will soon take steps to
have them effectively protected against any acts of vandalism, though

it wust be said, to the honour of the different Nai Ampho's who have
L] . )
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resided thove, that they have all taken some interest in the protection
of the ruins, and the population itself has still much veneration left
for the graat achievements of their ancestors, - Finally T beg here to
express my hearty thanks to my friend Professor G. Ceedés, the learn-
ed Chief Librarian of the National Libvary, for all his good adviee and
for the interesting notes supplied by him, to Messrs, J. J. McBeth and
B. Belhomme who allowed wme to use their excellent photographs
which illustrate this paper; and especially to Prof. Finot, Director
of VEcole Fyangaise d’Extréme Orient who most kindly gave per-
mission to veproduce the map of Phimai and the temple plans pub-
lished by Major L. de Lajonquidre in his “Inventaire descriptif des
‘monuments du Cambodge, Vol IL”

Supplementary Note.

Ag will be seen from the preceding lecture, this was delivered
ag far back as the month of June 1920, bub on account of various
circumstances, among them the Jong delay caused by the reproduction
in Europe of the illustrations which accompany this article, the
publication was vetarded until now. The conditions of travelling
in that part of the country, i. & the Khorit provinee have, since the
author lectured on the  Phimai ruiny, changed a great deal for the
better by reasou of the construction of the North Eastern line of
the State Railways which ultimately will reach Ubon. Instead of
travelling the whole distance from the town of Khordt to Phimai
by pony and bullockeart, it is nosw possible to continue by rail from
the Khorat Station to Ta Chéng. As stated in the. first part of the
lecture the train leaves Bangkok 9.48 a. m. and arvives at Khorat
6.08 p. m. THere one must change for a train running to T4 Ching:
Departure 6. 80; Arrival 719 p. m. at Ta Ching. By doing so,
one avoids the tedious journey (19 kilometers) along the cartroad
from Khorat to Ta Chang. The first night has of course to be spent
here at T§ Ching which probably can still be done, as already
indicated, in the resthouse belonging to  the Mfin River Navigation
Company, or in one of the temporary railway quarters, With regard

. (5] .
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to obtaining ponies and bullock carvts for the further journey, the
question iy perhaps wmore difficult, but I should think that by
approaching in advance the governor of Khordt, this gentleman
would be kind enough to give the necessary instructions for the
arrangement of this to the Ampho! T4 Chéng. The second part of
the journey is still to Dbe undertaken as formerly described and
will talce about 11 day. When returning from. Phimai one has to
spend another night in T& Chang; leaving this place the next
morning by train at 6 oclock, arrival in Khorat 6.49 a, m, (i e at
the railway station), change train for Bangkok leaving 7. 00 a. m.
and arrive in the Capital at 3. 16 p. m. ,
His Royal Highness the Prince of Kambaeng Bejra,
Commissioner CGeneral of the Siam State Railways, to whose
kindness the author is indebted for much valuable information, for
which he hereby begs to tender his best thanks, recently stated that

there will be constructed n station near Ban Tam (U’ﬁu FI) which is
]

about 32 kilometers South -of Phimai, and that construction trains
will be running to this station during the beginning of 1923: the
whole line, terminating at Ubon, will be completed in 1927, H. R. H.
who desires to facilitate excursions to Phimai ag much as possible, is
however studying the question of finding another station which will

be nearer to Phimai then-the first one named, A road, possible

for motor vehicles, connecting this station with the town of Phimai

is under consideration,

We may therefore hope that, within the mnear future,
excursions to the interesting and picturesque temple ruing of ‘this
ancient city will be made possible without much inconvenience for.
the tourist. The traveller may have to make a first break of the
journey in Khorat or at Ta Ching where we perhaps may expect
the construction of one of these comfortable railway resthouses so
well and favourably known ; the second and third night to be spent
in Phimai, Including the return journey to Bangkok the whole
trip should easily be accomplished in five days instead of 7 days
as now.

Bangkok, December ‘1922. v
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