THE COINAGE OF SIAM.

9
The Coins of the Bangkok Dynasty, 1782.1924.

PAPER READ AT AN ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING or
' TaE SiAM SocILTY oN THE 20TH MAv 1924,
BY R. S. 1E MAY M.R.AS.

Your Royal Highﬁesses, My President, Ladies and Gentlemen :— -

Tt is nea,rlyvtwo years now since Mr. Michell, your Honorary
Secretar}nr, first did me the honour of asking me, in the name of the
Council, if T would be prepared to read a paper before the Society
on the subject of Siamese coins.

Although I could not fix a date then owing to my approach-
ing departure for Burma and India, T promised Mr, Michell I would
keep the matter well in mind, with the result that I am now privi-
leged to appear before you, to treat of a subject which I think I may
say is practically ‘virgin soil’, as yet almost untouched by the hand
of research.. (

For some reason or other, perhaps on account of its inherent
difficulties, the subject of numismatics in Siam has not yet attracted
the serious atbention of any student of this country’s past. Collectars
there have been, and still are ;. in fact, some fifteen to twenty years
ago very high prices were paid for “ancient Siamese coins of any
degree of rariby-—but no serious atbtempt appears to have been made
by any collector to present the fruits of his  studies to the publie,
Bub you will all agree with me, I am sure, that the study of Siam’s
coinage and coinage system should certainly form one of the aims of
& Society such as ours: and, with this in my mind, I have ventured
to step into the breach, and to make an endeavour to obLam some
reliable information regarding the coing of Siam,

As you will see from the title of my paper to-night, I am*
only as yet prepared to deal with the coins of the Bangkolk Dynasty,
ie: from 1782 A. D, to the present year of grace.
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I know that, in doing so, I shall appear to be “putting the
carh before the horse”, but the story of the pre-Bangkok coinage of
this country presents unusual difficulties, and if I were to wait until
I was in a position to atbempt anything like a clear description of
the coins of that period, it might be many years before a start

could be made.

I have thought it advisable, therefore, to make & beginning of
my study of Siamese coinage by setting forth, without any further
delay, a description of the coins of the Bangkok Dynasty, as far as
our knowledge carries us at present. Even here it may well be thatb
modifications and alterations will become necessary in the years to
come, in the light of further information gained, especially in regard
to the first three reigns. Indeed, I hope this attempt on my part will
be the means of bringing new facts to light. TFortunately, from
1860 onwards, there is plenty of documentary evidence obtainable,
and T do not anticipate, as far as the last three reigns are concerned,
that mueh revision will be required in the survey now presented.

In the research work which I have undertaken, I have been
fortunate enough to secure the collaboration of H. S. H. Prince Piya,
the foremost collector of coins in Siam for move than 30 years past,
who has been kind enough to place his collection and his knowledge
freely ab my disposal in studying this subject. I owe him a great
debt of gratitude which I take pleasure in thus publicly acknowled-
ging ; and I may add further that the majority of the most valuable
coins shown here this evening come from H. 8. H.'s collection.

I must also express my sincers thanks to H. R. H. Prince

Damrong, who has, as ahvaycs given me valuable hints and
suggestions throughout,

It is by this friendly collaboration between the Siamese and

European members of our Society that the most useful and valuablc
resulty can be gained.

The only works which deal in any way with Siamese coinage,
bhat I have been able to trace, are as follows —
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1. A Report on Siamese Money to the Ministry of Finance at Paris,
9 dated 1901,

2. A Catalogue of the collection of Siamese coing in the possession
- of H. M. the King of Italy, dated 1898,

3. A Book of Photographs of the Coinage issued in various porticns
of the Kingdom of Siam-—prepared for the Library of the
Ministry of Interior.

4. The Description of Siam by M. de la Loubére, who visited this
Country as French Ambassador in 1687-88—7Vol. 1, pages
219 et seq. ; and Appendix in Vol. IT, pages 48-50.

5. “Moedas de Siam” (Siamese Money), by A. Marques Pereira (1879).

6. «Siamese Coinage”, a pamphlet by Mr. Joseph Haas, the

Austro-Hungarian Viee Consul in Shanghai, published in that

city in 1880.

There is also a little volume on Siamese porcelain and other
Tokens by Mr. H. A. Ramsden, published in Yokohama in 1911
All the information given regarding their use was borrowed from
Mr. Haas, and the volume bas but little bearing on the subject of
this paper. o ‘ _

Of the above material, No. 1 is not available in the National
Library here, and I have not as yeb seen a copy of it. I can form
no idea, therefore, of the value this Report may possess.

No. 2 is also not available, but in any case without the collec-
tion, with which to compare the details given, it would probably not
be of much material assistance.

No. 3isa ‘photo;gmphic record of a collection of conaiderable
size and variety, and has been a constant source of help, In some
cases an attempt has been made to deseribe the marks, and to date the
coing shown, bub such details must be accepted with great reserve,

No. 4 gives an interesting account of the money in current
use .in Siam at the time the book was written, viz. 1687-88; and,
~what i3 more, gives a compebent drawing of the marks on the
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«bullet” tical of the reigning Monarch, King Narai, thus enabling
us to place definitely one of the coins of the Ayuthia period. 7

No. 5 is a short essay on Siamese coinage by A. Marques
Pereira, who was at one time Portuguese Consul-General at Bangkok.
It is referred to by Mr. Haas, and is of some importance from the
fact that it makes certain definite statements regarding the subsi-
diary coinage of the Bangkok Dynasty.

No. 6 is an atbempt by Mr. Haas, the Anstro-Hungarian = |
Vice Consul at Shanghai, who visited Bangkok about 1879, to give a
description of the coins of Siam. In this pamphlet of only 30 pages
he gives a good deal of information of & miscellaneous kind, dealin g
with the history of the country and its gambling-houses, and includ-
ing a list of the Kings of Siam, while ten pages are devoted to
tributary States. The actual space given to the coinage of Siam is
small indeed, and that Mr. Haas did not go very deeply into the
subject may be gathered from the following remarl :—

«T have been unable to trace any coins from the first >
«gnd second Dynasty, and it still remains an open gquestion ™
« whether such ewisted.* The oldest eoing of which specimens remain *
«date from the 3rd. Dynasty (1680-1780) and were made at ™
“ Ayuthia, then the Capital of the Kingdom.”

This is a bold statement on the part of a writer on Siamese =

coins, seeing that there were only 7 Kings of the 8rd, Dynasty, who
reigned long enough to have issued coins bearing their own marks:
and that at least 17 different Ayuthia marks are known out of a
possible total of 20, to say nothing of pre‘-Ayu’ohi&n coins.

Still the little work is of a certain value in other directions,

and I have been able to glean some interesting and, I think, reha;ble
- details from it. :

This exhausts the material at my disposal already inm

existence, and it is not, therefore, without some show of reason that
I call the subject practically “virgin soil”,

# The italics are mino.
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T should not, however, forget to mention also the Report
published of the Centennial of Bungkok held in 1882, to commemor-
abe the 100Lh Anniversary of the City's foundation, Tn connection
with the celebmtions & grand Exhibition was held, and the Report
gives an epitome of the contents of Department No. 20 of the Ex-
hibitiom, which was devoted (o *Cold, Silver, Bronze and Crockery
Coing”. The eompiler of the Report states that « the catalogue of *
“ the artieles plueed on exhibit in this room is full of interest to
“ the antiquarinn, The historvieal sketeh of the many coins is well »
“workh perusal, hat is decidedly too long for ingertion here, ”
« Antiquavian  Soeleties might afford to have it translated and ”
“ published for general information.”

Unfortunately, no copy of this catalogue is at present known,
but FL 8. H. Prince Piya, who was present at the Exhibition, tells
me that the author of the catalogue was well known to him, and
that the information given was based more on hearsay and legendary
tradition than on aceurate scientific vesearch, At the same time a
certain smormt of interesting infovmation is contained in the Report
itself, and reference will be made to it again later on. ‘

Now, although, as T have said previously, I am not going to
atbemapt to-night a deseription of the coins of the pre-Bangkok
period, still T feel that a briof glance at the history of Siam during
those centuries, and also at the coinage of the neighbouring coun-
tries, is essential, if we are to understand and to a,pprebiat(; the coin~
age of this later period now dealt with, Let us therefore consider
the history of Siam briefly from & coinage point of view.

It is now agroed that the aborigines of Siam Proper,
that is 6o eny, the first historical - people known, were
the Lawa, whose Capital was ab Lawo, the ancient name of Lopburi.
There i no evidence to show whab coinage system, if any, the Lawa
had. If they used any motal ab all, they. probably used lumps
of silver allay or bronze for barter purposes, bub. it is at present idle
to speculate since we know very little as yet of their history, .
government, or customs.
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Trom Siam Proper and the north the Tawsa were driven to
the hills by the Mons from the west during the carly centuries pf the
Christian era, to be followed by the Khmer from the east ab & peviod
hetween the ninth and eleventh centuries.

Tn neither of these empires, according to relinble authorities,
does it appear that there was any type or system of standard coinage
in vogue.

Tt is known that there was a considerable colony of Indian
peoples at Phra Pathom in the fifth and sixth centuries A, D., who
had reached a reasonably high standard of civilisation, if we may
judge from the sculptures discovered there, among which are excel-
lent specimens of the Gupta Period of the Gireat Peninsula. I
mention this because at Phra Pathom have been dug up fat coins of
& distinctb; Southern Indian type, with the conch-shell of Vishnu on
one side, and the trident of Siva on the other (Plate I No. 1), but
as similar types of coin have heen found in Burma, and also in
Tndo-China, it seems probable that these coins were not indigenous,
but were brought-to Siam by Indian immigrants. At any rate, they
are not of Mén or Khmer origin. Of true Mén or Khmer coins
issued in Siam, no traces exist at present.

In his study of the coins of Arakan, Pegu, and of Burma,
igsued in 1882, Sir Arthur Phayre states categorically that coined
money was not used in ancient times in the countries of Indo-China,
In Arakan coins were first struck for the purposes of currency, and as
a declaratory act of sovereignty, towards the end of the sixteenth, or
the beginning of the seventeenth, century of the Christian era.

The system then adoptéd was taken from that existing in
Bengal under the Muhammadan Kings, with which Province of India
‘Arakan was at that time closely connected.

Several centuries hefore these pieces of money were issued,
coins bearing religious symbols, but without date, and occasionally
without any legend, had heen struck by Kings of Arakan. A similar
practice had existed in Pegu, though there is no distinet evidence as
to the dynasty which caused such coins to be issued,
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There i3 no proof of coins having been struck until recent
timesgin Upper Burma.

Some of the symbolical coins bear Buddhist, and some Hindu
symbols, and these symbols were probably copied from ancient Indian
coins.

In Pegu the dynasties were algo originally Indian. The tradi-
tions and the native chronicles, as well as the name ¢ Talaing’ (for
Mén), show that settlements were made long before the Christian
era at points of the coast on and near the delta of the Trawadi by
people from ancient Kalinga and Telingana in Eastern India, At
the end of his work Sir Arthur Phayre gives illustrations of two
- silver coins, with no. date or legend, bub with the conch-shell of
Vishnu on the obverse, and the trident of Siva on the reverse, within
which is an object which may represent a lingum with a serpent.

He states that a number of coing similar to these two were
lately dug up about 25 miles from the town of Sittaung in Pegu,
and he concludes by saying that these coins, which may have been
casb in Pegu at a time when Hindu doctrines had undermined
Buddhism, were probably not intended for currency, but as amulets
by votaries of the doctrines represented by the symbols used,

This type of coin, as will be seen (Plate I No. 2), is very
similar to that found in Siam at Phra Pathom.

I find it difficult to accept the above interpretation regarding
the coins found in Siam, gince, if these coins were for use as amulets
only, why are there no holes in any of the specimens found, whereby
to hang them round the neck? And this question applies equally to
‘the coins found in Burma.

But this is a digression, and I wish now to twn to Cambodia,
and see what can be gleaned from the history of that country.

In his monumental tome, entitled «Recherches sur les
Cambodgiens”, M. Groslier, Directeur .des Arts Cambodgiens ab
Pnompenh, deals at length with the commerce and money of that
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country, and arrives ab the same conclusion as Sir Arthur Phayre in
Burma, namely, that up to the close of the sixteenth cc-,\.ntury, 10 gystem
of coinage was ever adopted in Cambodia. e pertinently asks the
question “For what were products exchanged ?” and he gives ag
answer a quotation from Teheou Ta-Kouan, s Chinese nvoy ab the

close of the XIIIth century :—In small transactions one paid in :

rice, cereals, and Chinese objects, followed later by cloth: in more
important affairs one used gold and silver” (presumably by weight).

It is sbrange that an Empire, which lasted for at ‘least six
cenburies; which stretched as far as Jaya in the South, Burma in the
West, and Sukhotai in the North; and which could produce such a
wonder of civilized culture as the Angkor Wat, still never found it
necessary or expedient to employ any standard system of gold and :
silver coinage throughout its territories. And yeb perhaps not so.
strange, when we consider that China still stands to-day in almosh
the same position numismatically.

According to M. Groslier, the first coing of C&mbodi&, of
which any definibe knowledge is known, were struck in 1595
by Sotha I, King of Cambodia: and from that date the use of
silver and copper coinage was permanent and constant, right up to
the time of the establishment of the French Protectorate,

Before 1595 a great deal of silver was imported from China
in well defined weights, namely, variants of the “tael”, which in
Cambodia became the « damleng” (hence the Siamese « tamleung ) — }
and from an inseription found in Angkor Wat, dated 14dd A. D, it
appears that a gift was made from ome person to another of
“1 damleng, 3 bat, 1 sleng and 1 pey"’, thus giving us practically
the whole gamut of Siam’s coinage, although at that time

they were only intended to indicate weights, as fay as Cambodia was
concerngd. |

Having thus disposed of Burma and Cambodia, there only
| remajng the North of Siam, and it is from there that & ray of light .|
comes to illumine our path, =~
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For many hundreds of years previous to the last century the
provinee of Bayab remained a congeries of semi-independent prinei-
palities; and many of these are represented in the numismatic world
by what may pass for coins, although in all cases they have taken on
very peculiar forms. But most of those known to-day were in all
p‘ro‘ba,b'ility of a date posterior to 1850 A. D,, and therefore can play
no part in tracing the origin of the «“bullet” tical, from which they
differ essentially. We must seek it elsewhere.

The history of the north is, as you all kiow, immersed in
legend and romance. It seems that the Mons held considerable
sway there in and from the seventh century A. D., but that the
Cathbodian Empire never stretched its confines much further north
than Sawankalok., As far ag the Méns are concerned, as I have said,
no known coinage exists to-dayy. As far as one can say at present,
it is only in connection with the independent Kingdom of
Sukothai-Sawankalok that coins, similar in type to the “bullet”
ticals of yesterday, make their appearance ; and it is only from that
petiod of Siant’s history that we can at present derive any informa-
tion regarding her coinage system. Of this, what may be called,
precAyuthisn coinage & good many specimens ave still extant, and
the questions which require answering are as follows i—

(1) What is the origin of this type of coin ?
({ 2) How far back from the Sukothai period does its use reach ?

I have brought here to-night & few specimens of the pre-
Ayiithian' period for your examination (Flate I, Nos. 8, 4, 6, 7), and
you will see at once their close connection with the Ayuthian
(Plate I No. 8) and Bangkok (Plate I No. 11) “bullet” ticals: so
tliat we need not labour this point further, Now, as regards our
tvo questions. - We know that bthe invaders of the Khmer
empire tame from the North; ie. from China, where may still be
fotind the home of the “Thai” race, and there seems little doubt that
the shape of the «bullet” tical was inspired by people who came
from that country. Certainly it was not derived from India, where
1o coing, other thar flat ones, are known. - But although we may be
1easonably certain that the “bullet” tical had its inspiration in
China, yet no such shaped Chmese coin is ab present known to me.

)
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In fach M. de la Loubére, in his account of Siam, says that the Chinese
never had any silver or gold coinage. And the form of the teal i
surely unique. So far as my knowledge carries me, no other country
has ever produced such a type. Whether this originated then in the
minds of the rulers of Sukothai themselves, ox whether it was derived
¢rom an older type of coin—both this question, and the second ques-
tion must remain problems for future investigation. I will but add an
interesting point, namely that, although the form is eisher indigenous
or Chinese in character, most of the stamps or marks on the coins
hear unmistakable signs of Indian influence: and we thus have one
more good reason for naming this part of the world the Inde-Chinese
Peninsula, I will give but one example, a horizontal (not vertical)

mark,

B

the « Richawit (Pali, Rajiviis)”,* or “ Soversignty ” mark, formed of
7,9, or 10 dots in the shape of & pyramid, which is one of the oldest
and mosb distinetive marks on a Siamese ©bullet™ tical. You will
find an almost identical design on the flab coing of the Andhra .
Dynasty, which reigned in Southern and Central India from the
middle of the ITIrd. century B. C. tothe end of the IInd, century A. D,

No doubt the use of these Indian marks was due to the influ-
ence of the Brahminism which flourished, in company with Buddhism,
in Central Siam before and during the periods covered by the Suko-
thai and Ayuthia dynasties. ,. :

The foundation of the Kingdom of Siam, with ity Capital at
Ayuthia, though not made by the same branch, was made by the same
race that established Sukothai, namely the “Thai”; and we find,
therefore, throughout the 417 years of its life, a cloge attachment to
the Sukothai form of coin, modified and standardised, but still ‘
true to type, It is indeed rather astonishing to find that mo King
of this petiod ever thought of the desirability of minting flab coins,

* This word is used in Siamese to denote a fence which marks a Royal !

route or enclosure: signifying that the land enclosed is under the. Royal = :
dominion, ~ .
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not even the famous King Narai, with all the European influence
that sprrounded him.

But so it was, and although, oub of the'20 reigns of Ayuthia,
which lasted more than 6 years apiece, ag many as 17 representative
types of «bullet” ticals are extant, it is impossible at present even to
conjecture their respective periods of issue, since there are no effigies
and no dates to kguid.e one in the work,

I have now, I think, said enough to show why I have thought
it advisable to confine my studies for the moment to the Bangkok
Dynasty, and how the earlier periods bristle with what seem at
present to be inguperable dificulties.

Let us therefore delay no longer, but take up the subject of
“our paper tonight. I trust, however, -you will feel that I have not
unduly wasted your time with the preliminary survey I have made.

"The Coins of the Bangkok Dynasty.

Up to the beginning of the sixties of the last century, that is,
in the reign of King Mongkut (the 4th. of the Dynasty), the coinage
of the Bangkok period, as far as its shape is concerned, followed the
example set by the Ayuthia period (1850-1767). The tical is re-
presented by a short bar of silver, with both its ends pressed inwards
so that they practically meet.

This is called in Siamese “p’hot dﬁimg * of which “diang”
means “worm”, and “p’hot” means “twisted or curled”, from the Pali
“Baddha’ =“hound”. From the shape thus formed arises the popular
name “bullet” tical. The silver coins of lesser value were also formed

in a similar manner.

Asg far as is known, there was no gold or copper coinage in the
first and second reigns of the Bangkok Dynasty. In the third reign
(1824-1851) the first gold' “bullet” coins (of the weight of 1 TFuang
=% Tical) were minted, three different personal marks being used,
In the fourth reign (1851-1868) gold coins, both of the « bullet ”
and flat shapes, were minted, and flat silver and copper
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coing practically ceased, but the silver and copper coinage remained.
This latter has now been replaced in part by a nickel coinage.

To return now to the silver coinage. Two marks, in Siamese
called «Trd”, appear on the coin in each case, the malk of the
dynasty bemg impressed on the top, and the personal mark of the
reigning Sovereign just below it.

As T have already said, there are no dates, inscriptions or effigies
on this type of coin, and it is this lack of graphic material that malkes
the study of the coins of the older dynasties of Siam so difficult.
Fortunately, with regard to the Bangkolk dynasty, the personal mark
or stamp of each King on most of the Tical value coins is 2 matter
of common knowledge, but the subsidiary coinage still pl'esenbs
certain difficulties. The dynastic stamp is the same for all the
reignsg of this dynasty. .

The most notable exception in the Tical value coing is in
connection with the interregnum of Phya Tak (1767 -1782), who
drove the Burmans out of Siam and paved the way for the
‘foundation of Bangkok under the House of Chakkri. I will
refer to this again in a moment. In the year 1781 Phya Tak
became mad and was eventually put to death by his chief Genera,l, ‘
Chao Phya Chakkri, who in 1782 raised himself to the throne of
Siam under the style and title of Somdet Phra Phutta Yawt Fa
(His Majesty the Lord of the Highest Heaven) and settled the
Capital of his Kingdom at Bangkok. ,

Two persoi:\al stamps or marks are commonly attributed to
thig firsh reign, namely the “Tri” (popularly called “Kri”) from
1782-1786, and  the «Unalom” (or “Bua”) from 1786-1809,
(Pla,te I No. 11, and No. 18), but the question is stﬂl sometimes
debated whether the earlier of these two stamps, the “Tri”, should
not he assigned to the interregnum of Phya Tak, The Marques
Pereira, in his little work written in 1879, categorically allots
the «“Tri” mark to Phya Tak, though he gives no authomty for
doing so. -

- On the whole, I am against this ‘supposition and am inclined’
to agree with the modern opinion that both marks belong to Chao
Phys Chakkri,
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There are many reasons in favour of this. In the first place,
after the fall of Ayuthia in 1767 at the hands of the Burmese,
constant irregular fighting went on for some years, and Phya Tak
must have been kept busily occupied in subduing the countryside.
He had moreover no setiled Capital city, and he was probably
conbent to go on using the old Ayuthian ticals.

Secondly, on the “Tri” coins appears the “Chakr” or “Discus”
for the first time (Plate I No. 6), and this mark has remained con-
stant through all the succeeding reigns as the dymastic marlk ;and
Chao Phya Chakkri was not of the same family as Phya Tak.

Thirdly, there is the similarity between the name of the
Ki;lg’_g f@mi]y_, and thoge of the two marks chosen.

It is true that the name “Chakkri” is one word in Siamese
’ﬂ”ﬂ?, & Sanskrit word meaning ‘strong’ or ‘powerful’; whereas
“Chake” and #Tri? (or “Kri”) are two distinet and separate words: bub
the similarity between them is too striking to be a coincidence, and
one must infer that the King chose the two symbols named on -
a.ccount of their resemblance to his own name.

During the reign. of Chao Phys Chakkri we may thus record
two isspes of coinage, as follows :—
I. Somdet Phra Phytta Yawt Fa (1782-1809).

AR (I) — 1782
(Round). Tieal
Tical

Tical ~ (Salung)

L s T e

Coins of the value of 1 g Tieal (Fuang), 1 ; (Sik), and
32 @?al) are not known now, but were posmbly also coined,
The and 7 Tical are both very scaree.

The above coins bear two stamps or mar ks, ps already st&ted,
namely, the “Chakr” or “sharp-edged Discus”, and the “Tri” (which is

E ]
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the shortened form of “Trisoon”) or “Trident”: the former emblem
being a symbol of the Hindu God, Vishnu, and the latter*ope of

Siva.
The two marks mentioned arc as given below —

Mark of

Mark of p
«Chakr” O O ﬁ “L'ri”

The “Tri” varies slightly, aceording to the period of minting,
but the above is a representative form. :

There is another form of the ¢ Tri’ mark, with two prongs
only, popularly called “ Krd (Trd) Sawm ”, but this is almost certainly
a forgery. ’

An important point in connection with the minting of these
«hullet” ticals may be noticed here.

During the whole of the Ayuthia period (1350-1767), when
. the ends of the bar of silver had been pressed inwards sufficiently
for minting purposes, each end received a sgimgle, firm, hammer-
mark ; so that, if you look at the sides of an Ayuthia tical, you
will find that each presents a perfectly flat surface (Plate I No. 9).

This practice was continued intermittently for a time during
the reign of the first King of the Bangkok Dynasty, but was gradu-
ally superseded by another practice of stamping each of the ends
with two hammer marks, so that o distinet ridge is visible on each
side of the coin. From the reign. of the second King onwards this
latter practice was rigidly followed, and forms one of the distinguish-
ing  features between the Bangkok and Ayuthin coins
( Plate I No, 10).

Of the ticals stamped with the “Chakr” and the «Txi ”, three
varieties are found, as follows :—
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(a) With a single hammer mark on each side.

» (b) With a single hammer mark on one side, and two
hammer marks on the other.

(c) With traces of two hammer marks on each side.

The ‘2 Salung’ and ‘1 Salung’ pieces which I have seen
showed faint traces of douhle-marking on one side only.

In the year 1786, according to cufrent report, the coing with
the « Tri” stamp were replaced by a set with a new design,

The normal number of coins issued of a series was six, viz.
Tical (Baht), 2 Salung, Salung, Fuang, Sik and Pai.  But there is
another very rare coin of this second issue known, of the value of
two Ticals ( Plate I No, 18 ), Some doubt is cast upon its authenticity,
owing to the shape; but the quality of the silver is good, the weight
is correct, and the marks are almost certainly authentic, and I myself
see mno reagon for doubting it:-in point of fact, I consider it a
genuine coin. ’

AR (II) — 1786
(Round). 2 Ticals
1 Tical
1 .
§ Tlca:l
; Tieal  (Salung)
% Tical (Fuang)
1 -
i Tieal  (Sik)
1 .
55 1 Tical | (Pai)
These coins were stamped with the « Unalom ”, or « Eyebrow
Curl ”, a satred mark sometimes found on the forehead of an image of
the Buddha. It takes the form of a conch-shell et up vertically on its
head. This mark is popula,lly known as «“ Kra (TLa,) Bua”, or “lotus
mark,” on account of the shape of the frame, ~As the other stamp,
the « Chakr”, is constant, it is not shown again. A reproduction of
the “ Unalom ” is given below :—
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Mark of « Unalom”

The reason for the change in the personal mark of the
Sovereign is, according to the story told, that on some auspicious -
occasion the King was presented with a magnificent conch-shell (in
Stamese called “Sing KinSk”) mounted in gold, and tha't he was
s0 pleased with it that he at once adopted it as his personal sign, and
ordered it to be stamped on his coins henceforth.,

The Sik and Pai with this mark are scarce.

As regards the hammer marks on this type of coin, oddly

enough, the same three varieties are found as in those marked with

the «Tri”. It is rather difficult to account for this reversion to t¥pe,
except that the double hammer-marking on the «Tri” coins is not by
any means as distinct as on those of the later reigns, Bub in any
case, it may be assumed, T think, that of the “ Unalom” coins, those
with the single hammer mark on each side were issued first, followed
by those with a single mark on the one and double marks on the
- other, and eventually by those with distinet double-marking on both
sides,

As the period of issue extended over 28 years, there ave many
different types of the «Unalom” mark to be found, varying from a
clear and distinct form of the conch-ghell, to & blurred, badly-defined .
and alinost unvecognisable mark ( Plate I No. 74 ). |

A curiotis feature of most of the « Ayuthia” coitis and hany -
of the «Bangkok” ticals, too, is a peculiar cut, elliptical i’
sh'ape, usually on the left h@nd side of the coin, just below the-
personal mark. I have not yeﬁ been able to digcover the eduse or the
significance, if any, of this mark, Possibly it is purely accidenital, :
caused in the process of minting, T s
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II. Somdet Phra Phutta Lert La (1809-1824).

» The reign of this King, who was a son of the first King, is
nob an interesting one from a coinage point of view, as only one
issue is known, and of thab only four varieties, as follows :—

AR 1 Tieal
(Round ). 5 Tieal
3 Tical . (Salung)
; Tical e (Fuang)

. Possibly, as before, the Sik (1—16 Tical) and the Pai (;315 Tical)
were also minted, bubt they are not known to collectors now. All the
coing of lesser value than the Tical are scarce.

The marks on these coins are, first, the “Chaks” or dynasty
mark on the top of the coin, and secondly the “Kriit” or “Giaruda
Bird,” the vehicle of Vishnu, just below it (Plate I No. 15). It may
he mentioned that the “Krit” or ©Garuds Bird” has again been
chosen as the royal emblem by His present Majesty, but not for use
on coing, It is seen, however, on the current issue of Siamese

stamps,

. Mark of « Kriit”

Tt is eurious that the subsidiary coinage, both of the « Krit”
and of the « Tri” marks, should be 50 soarce now-a-days.

The question has arisen whether some of the many subsidiary
issues now attributed to the third Reign do not helong to the earlier
Kings, but the evidenceis against this I shall, however, refer to
this matter again later, when dealing with the issues in'question,
Let us pass on, then, withoub further ado, to the p;'oliﬁc coinage

of the third King of the Dynasty.
pa

VAR
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[II. Somdet Phra Nang Klao (1824-1851),

During the reign of this King, who was the second son of the
second King, we come across the first evidence of gold coins being
minted under the Bangkok dynasty. The coins are small, of the
weight of one fuang (- Tical) only, and are still bullet-shaped,
They are three in numbel, each bea,rmg a different personal stamp,
in addition to the * Cllakl ? a8 follows

AV 1 Fuang — «Tra Prasit,” or “P&laue mark,
(Round), 1 Fuang—* Tra Dawk Mai”, or “Flower” mark,
1 Fuang — “Trd Bai Matfim”, or “Bai Mattm” mark.

These marks will be shown under the silver coins, similarly
stamped.

It is not yet definitely knowu when (if ever), or for how long,
these gold coins were pub into general circulation; but they are said
to have been first distributed by King Phra Nang Klao himself in
C. S 1210 (A. D. 1848), at the inauguration ceremony of Wat Poh,
which is situated next to the Royal Palace, and is one of the most
important temples in Bangkok. All three were coined ab the same
time, and of the same quality geld. They are now very scarce,

Of silver coinage, the first example to come under our notice ‘
is a large coin, 2% Ticals in weight, bearing the mark, in addition to
the «Chakr,” of the «Kriib Sio” or «“Garuda Bird” in profile.
There are two types of this stamp ( Plate IT Nos. 1 (md 2), differing
slightly, as follows:—

AR 2.% Ticals.
(Round).

(1) Mark of (2) Mark of
« Krift Sio” « Krith Sio




()

These coins are said to have been struck by King Phra Nang
Klao in honour of his father, King Phra Phutta Lerb La, (the “Kriit”
being the personal mark of the latter), for distribution among the
courtiers. It may be assumed, with confidence, that they never came -
into general circulation ag coin of the realm. -

The same remark applies to a silver coin of the weight
of one tical, stamped with the «Chaleo”, struck twice on the
coin ( Plate IT No, 8). This was also minted and distributed on
some special occasion, now forgotten, and is a very rave coin :—

AR 1 Tical
(Round) .

The “Chaleo” (1na3) is a device made by folding and crossing
a thin bamboo strip in the form of a trigram.

Theré are two kinds of “«Chaleo”. In one the points of the
angles are sharp, thus :—( as appears on the coin )

Mark of «#Chaleo”

In the other they are round.

It may be of interest to record that the «Chaleo” serves
three purposes, viz: ‘ ‘ o

a) As an advertisement of sa,le.*

If you put'ﬁp a « Chaleo” on your boat, it means that your
boat is offered for sale, and the meaning is understood by all, whereas
a sign-board with letters will be understood by the literatev only.

#* Tt may be mentioned that, for purposes of advertisement for gzulfs,
& hatmboo fish-plate attached to o stick is* also used, and when so used 1t Is

" called a ¢ Chaléo”, ‘
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Tn olden times, when a wife miseonducted herself, large red
flowers called < Dawk Chaba’ (scarlet hibiscus) were placed qn her
ears, and & garland of the same flower was placed on her head,
another round her neck, and a *Chaleo” tied in front of her face
by & string vound the head. She was then led round the town for
three days by officials beating gongs.  The object was to expose her
to publie contempt (cf Law of Husband and Wife in Bradley's
« Kot Mai Lem Niing™). I think the “Chaleo” in this case was also
meant as an adverbisement of sale, though not in the sense of an
actual business proposition.

b) As a charm to keep off evil spirits.

A «Chaleo” is put on the medicine pot to prevent evil spirits
from sucking oub the essence of the medicine. The old method of
extracting the essence of medicinal plants was by boiling them.
(leaves and roots generally) in an earthen pot, and the extract so
obtained was used as medicine. Before boiling, the mouth of the
pob was covered with a banana leaf or a piece of paper (usually the
former) and into this a little “Chaleo” was stuck upright. This
method is still in use among the people.

¢) As a boundary mark,

The Siamese Dictionary published by the Ministry of Educa-
tion says that the « Chaleo” is also used as a boundary mark. An:
~ example of its uge in this.connection is not known to me.

No doubt, the explanation given under (b) accounts for its
presence on the coin under record, and it may be regarded as a
specific charm to ward off evil spirits.

‘We new come to the silver coins in general current use.

There are attributed to this reign no less than five distinet types of
marks, as follows :— . ‘ '

AR (I) The mark or stamp most widely used was the
(Round). ~  «Tva Prisat”, or “Palace” mark, commonly
. called « Krj Keng”. Six normal values of this
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type are known ( Plate IT Nos. & to 10), hut, as in the case of the
“Tri, Unalom ”, there is also a very rare seventh coin, this time of the
value of 1% Ticals (Plate IT No. 4), bearing the mark of the “Prasat”.

The authenticity of this coin has also been questioned, but if
the quality of the silver, the shape of the coin, correctness of weight,
and the form of the marks are true criteria by which to judge, then
this coin is undoubtedly genuine, and I have accordingly included it

13 Ticals
1. Tical
5 Tical

’ ‘ -} Tical ( Salung )
‘ % Tical ( Fuang)
1% Tica,lr (Sik)
o Tieal  (Pai)

mark of « Prasit”

As an interesting curiosity I may mention that I have an
undoubtedly genuine Ayuthian coin of the « Tra Bua Yan ” type, which
has been stamped in addition with the «Trd Prosat.”

AR (II) The second type of stamp is the «Tra Dawk
(Round). ~  Mai” ‘or « Flower” mark ( Plate IT No. 11).
also consisting of six values, namely :—

Tical -

Tical ‘
Tical ~ ( Salung)
Tical  (Fuang)
Tieal  (Sik)
Tieal  (Pai)

T O3 b= OO ot ) 0D ] 1 Pt
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mark of K Dawk Mai”

Ooo

This issue is said to have heen used for gifts at Cremation
ceremonies, but they certainly afterwards came into general cireula-

tion, at any rabe the lesser values, The Tical and ; Tical are scarce
AR (III)‘ The third type of stamp is the “Bai
(Round). Mattim * (111 wgu) mark, Aegle Marmelos,
Oorree; (the Bale-Fruit tree) ( Plate IT No. 12)
and also consists of six values, namely
Tieal
Tical
Tical (Salung)
Tical (Fuang)
Tical (Sik)
Tical (Pai)

Ble Bl @i it

mark of “Bai Mattim” OOB

The Salung and Fuang are common, hut the other values are

Tare, .
These coins are said to have been issued at the eremations of
the Queen Mother and of one of the King’s daughters,
AR (IV) The fourth type is the “Tri Ruang Peung”,
(Round). or “ Bee-hive” mark (Plate IT No. 18 ), owing.
to its similarity to & bee-hive,
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Of this type there are four values, namely,

? %; Tical
é Tieal

i?ls Tical

?:% Tical

»
mark of “Ruang Peung”

(Salung)
(Fuang) -
(Sik)
(Pai)

000

B8

-k

Tt will be noticed that there are no values of 1 or & "Mieal

2

All the four values given were in common use, and the Salung and

~ Fusng are still easily found to-day.

AR (V) Titthly, there is another type of stmfxp which
(Round). has been tentatively placed in this reign (Plate
II No. 14, as it vesembles type (II).

There are four values known, as follows :—

> Tieal  (Salung)
%-\ .Tica,i; . (]?i"uapg) '

qp Tieal - (Sik)
5 Tal  (Paf)

The mark on these eoins . resembles a.ﬁ a,rxow-head with
a single dot below it. In the Salung value there is a frame to the
- mark, bub in the smaller values the frame is not always present, or

at any rate visible.

The mark, under ([I), asg Wlll be seen has no fra,me and has
thlee dobs under the “arrow-head” 1nstead of one, as shown below
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.
mark of “arrow-head”

Prince Piya thinks the above type merely a variant of (II) , and
issued at the same time. I cannot yeb accept this fully.

The five types mentioned above are defined as I, II, 111, 1V,
and V ; but it is not intended to convey the idea that they were
issued in that order, The dates of their issue are not known now,
and though they ave all attributed to the 3rd. reign, a doubt still
flickers in one's mind whether some of them should not be assigned, -
a8 alveady remarked, to previous reigns, of which the subsidiary
coinage now appears to be so scarce.

Of the five types, (I),‘i.;e. the “I'vd Prasit”, may definitely
" be assigned to the 3rd. reign.

Of the next three, ﬁhe Marques l’eréil'a agsigns (lV), the
“Ruang Peung” or “Bee-hive” mark, to the Ist. reign, (HI) the “Ba,
Matfim” mark, to the 2nd. reign, and ([[)’ the “Flower” mark, to
the 3rd. reign.

He makes no mention of -('V'), which apparently escaped
his notice, , :

He quotes no actual authorities for so assigning these coins,
and he is probably writing purely on hearsay evidence. At the
same time we must remember that he wrote his account 45 years
ago, when knowledge of the coinage of the previous reigns should
still have been fairly fresh in the minds of the people. On the
other hand, Prince Piya obtained his information Avst hand, from
?fﬁcials employed in the coining Depamtinent, that four of these -
issues emanated from the Palace of the 8rd, King of the Dynasty,

'Y
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and the fact of the three ditferent marks on the small gold coins is
prolml)ly good evidence, that the silver coins bearing the samo marks
wore issued in the same reign,

I have therefore thought it best to group them in the order
and veign just deseribel. 1 ab any time alteration is necessary, it
ant be etfechud laber withont much diffieulty. ‘

Prince Piya points out with regard to this question that the
1st and 2nd reigng were times of stress and war, and that little
coivage was needed, since commerce was theveby seriously vestricted,
and thateit was not until the third reign that the penceful conditions
necessary for an expanding trade and commerce were established :
henee the paucity of the coius of the fivst two reigns, This may he
the explanabion of this curious fact, ug vven the subsidiary values of
the « Unalom ” mark are not easy to obtain,

IV. Somdet Phra Cha;wm Klao (Mongkut)
(1851-1868).

The fourth reign of the Bangkok Dynasty, which saw the
opening up of Siam to foreign commerce and trade, was also the
burning-point in the history of Simnese coinage, as during its course
the « bullet ” shaped voins, which had been the currency of Siam for
o many hundreds of years, finally ceused to be minted for practical
purposes, and their place was taken by the vegular flat coin with
arms, or efligy, and inseription, now in almost universal use.

It would oceupy too much time to enter here into all the
interesbing circumsbtances and detaily surrounding the introduction of
the first modern minting appavatus into Siam, bubit may be noted that
the question had arisen as early as 1856 (if nob earlier) and
enquivies had been made in England regarding its cost. Tt is clear.
from the correspondence between Sir Robert Schomburglk, the British
Consul, and H, M. King Monglkub, that the shortage of silver “hullet”
ticals for trading purposes had reached an acube stage in February
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1858, and that the King was anxious to obtain, at as early a date ag
possible, coining press large enough to twun out about 100,000
ticals a day. This shows how quickly the trade and commerce of
the country had grown since 1851, the date of the King's accession,

Tn March 1858 Sir R. Schomburgk was requested and
authorised, on behalf of the Government, to obtain, through the
Briﬁqh Governinent, a minting machine at a cost of £2,000, and two
engineers to work it. At the same time the Siamese Government
expressed their grateful thanks for the small minting apparatus
which Queen Victoria had graciously ovdered for the K.(l}lg 88 8
present, although the latber would naturally not be capable of
supplying the requisite amount of coinage now demanded.

Sir R. Schomburgk took the necessary steps, as requested,
only to find a few months later that the Siamese Envoys, who had -
recently gone to England, had already ordered a complete minting
apparatus during their tour of the manufacturing distriets. The
Government order was therefore countermanded, and the Envoys'
order was carried out by Messrs, Taylor of Birmingham, ab & cost
of £3,000. . This firm also made the small machine presented by
Queen Victoria, mentioned above,

1t is nob quite clear when the new machinery arrived, but it
was stated to be “ nearly finished ” in May 1858, and it probably
reached Bangkolk, therefore, at the end of 1858 or beginning of
1859.  But litble time was lost in minting the new fat silver Ticals,

for the Edict unnouncmg their issue to the public is dated Septcmbet
17, 1860.

This minting apparatus was, T am told, set up in the Grand -
Palace, and the present Mint, next to Messrs. Badman & Co., was
uot built until late in King Chulalongkorn’s reigu, in 1898, the year
after Ilis Majesty’s first visit to Europe.

Even after the iutroducbion of the flat coinage, however, the

I » . . N .
bullet ticals continued in ordinary use for a good . many years,
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and were actually not demonetized until October 1904, when the
wholenamount so withdrawn from cireulation, to the value of over 14
million ticals, was handed over to the Mint for fe~coinage,

King Mongkut’s reign, though it only lasted for 17 years,
was also an extremely prolific one in the number of coins issued, as
the following detailed account will show.

The use of gold evidently attracted the King’s fancy, and for
the first time in Siamese history, as far as is known, a serious attempt
wag made to introduce it as current coin of the realm.

Rleferring once more to the Report of the Centennial Exhibi-
tion in 1882, we find that

“In olden times gold was very plentiful in Chiengsaan,”
«and as early as 1347 yems ago six grades of gold existed, "
« The first quality realised 9 times its weight in silver, the second”
« quality eight, the third seven, the fourth six, the fifth five, the”
«gixth four. Gold of baser qua]ity than these wasa pale colour,”
«and sold for 8 times or twice its weight. Subsequently gold of "
“the ‘nopa kun’ (9) and ‘mia-paat’ (8) qualities, in the times of”
“ the old capital Ayuthia, was valued at 16 times its weight in silver,”
“ and now gold of these two qualities sometimes realises 18, 19.and 20”
“ times its value (weight) in silver.* At present money is abundant”
“all over the country, and people have the means of purchasing gold.”
«“ Hence the increase in its value,”

During King Mongkut's reign no less than 19 different gold
coins ‘were minted, bub although the flat series of 1868 was
definitely issued as a form of currency, it is doubtful whether these
ever found general favour, or if any of the other coins were ever
minted in sufficient quantities to come into general cwrent use.
They are all rare, and were probably mostly used for presentation
purposes by the King ab ceremonies. Those which camne into. com-
mon use, being pure gold, were probably mostly melted down by the
Chinese jeweller for ornaments.

- * This has now risen to 264 times.
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Mr. Haas, in his little work, makes the following remark in

this connection i

“(Qold is onljr coined for the King, wlo on great State”
« geeasions, such as cremation-ceremonies, coronations, ete., distri-”
«butes gold coins together with silver coing of 4 and 2 Ticals,”
“9 Salung, Songpai, Pei, and At ;—the former are therefore rare”
«and highly prized by the people. Tn obher respects the gold coin ”
« does not differ from that of silver and copper; it bears the same”
“stamp and is named after its weight. The value of coined gold is”
“fixed at 16 times its weight of silver.”

As far as T have been able to ascertain, the above appears to
be an accurate statement of the facts, though the reference to the
similarity of the gold and copper coing does not convey any precise
weaning to me, I know of no gold and copper coing of this or any -
reign in ‘&ny way similar, though the silver and gold are identical
in some cases.

AV (I) foe Airst issué recorded was of the «bullet”
(Round),  'shape and 4 in number, of the following
. weights i ~

Ticals in weight
Tical
Tical

b3l »

” »

1

S I O, X

‘Tical

As stated just previously, the actual value of gold is said to "li&ve
been 16 Ticals (silver ) to 1 Tieal's weight of gold. '

These coing are stamped with the «Chake” as usual, and with
the “Monglkut” (or - Siamese OIOW’D) as the personal mark of the
King (Plate IT No. 17). The 2 Ticals value was probably coined

later than the other values; ag the meta,l used is of g different, snd -
inferior qu&hty
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mark of “Monglkut”

AV (11) Attached to this issue were three coins of
(Round), smaller value, stamped with the «Phra Tao ”,
or Royf»l Water-pot” mark, popularly called

« Khun Tho ” (Plate IT No. 20), as follows — ‘

1

r
i Tical 111. weight

Tical |,

ook

‘
oo

i Tical ,,

Mark of «Phra Tac”

The same marks, and the same arrangement, will be found on
‘the silver “bullet” coing of King Mongkut, issued ab the same time

(q. v o
AV ([[[) Subsequently another gold coin, elliptical in
(Rouh‘d). ~ form, ‘was minted, bub to wlmt use this eoin

was put is not known to me.
1 Tlcalq in Welght
It was stamped with two marks, the “Mongkut” on’ the left
and the “Chakr” on the right ( Plate 1T No. 16), ' |

-This coin is usually known as “Thong ‘Met Kaniin”, or the
“Qolden Jackfruit Seed”, presumably by reason of its shape.
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AV ( I) “The first flat gold piece minted in thig country k
(Flat). is stated to have been a rectangular ,ghe%b of
metal, 3§>< 2; inches, and aboub%i of an inch

thick, with four marks of the « Chakr”, one in each corner, of the

weight of 20 Ticals (silver).

The piece was made of soft metal, and at the rate of 1 Tical
of gold ~ 16 Ticals of silver, would be of the value of 820 Ticals,

T have placed this so-called coin in this reign, because flat
coing of all metals and denominations were first introduced in i, but
there is considerable doubt in my own mind as to whether it wag
nob minted in a previous reign (for a purpose now unknown), since,
according to the Edict of 1863 dealing with the minting of a series
of 8 flat gold coing, it is categorically stated that these latter were
the first flat gold coins to he minted in Siam (i.e. in King Mongkut's
reign). - I have not yet seen a specimen of this type of coin, but I
am told that the gold is distinetly inferior in quality to any other of
King Mongkut's coins of the same metal.

AV (II) Inalong Edict, dated Thursday, the 2nd day
(Flat). of the waning moon of the 11th month in the
year of the Pig (5th cycle), equivalent to Oct.

29th. 1863, King Mongkut announced the minting of three gold coing
for general use as currency. After pointing out thab all important
countries issued a gold coinage, but that hitherto Siam had
been without one, His Majesty stated that he had issued a Royal
Command to the Mint to prepare 8 values of coins, of gold 8.5 fine
(“ thong kham neiin piat sét song” ), i e. gold leaf of the Chop Ann
Seng, the first equal in value to 8 Ticals silver, the second to 4 Ticals,
and the third to 2% Ticals, the last named to represent the weight of
~ & Chinese “tael.”  He went on to say that the types of these coins
had been horrowed from those of the English sovercign and half-
sovereign : but that the latter coins were an alloy of gold and copper,
containing of the latter 1 in 12 (i e. 22 carat gold) for the
purpose of hardening the coin, He was afraid, however, that the
Siamese folk would look agkance at gold coing which were not pure,
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and he therefore 41901‘(5(2('] that all three coing should be made of

sthong nak sib-pait” (i, e 1 Tieal of gold=-18 Ticals of silver ), In
k]

bhis case the various weights would be as follows (Plate IIT

Nos o T,:2, A Y i

Large size, of the weight of 1 Salung 1 Fuang and 3 Pai

Meadimn sz, oy 1 Fuang and 3},» Pad
h r4
Suwall size, w o 1 Fuang and 1 Pai

and the gold would he absolutely pure, free from any alloy of silver
L Copper.

His Mujesby then entered into a long disconrse on the history
of gold 1n Siwm and fnally, after giving due weight to all pogsible
names for the coiny to be issued, decreed that they should be called
as follows, in conformity with the high language nawes given to
other cviny, namely the © Att” and « Solot ” :—

13 Al .

;; Tical = yomg = 'l‘hcmg Thot ( Dos )
é; Tical = i@ =  Thong Phib

;3 Tieal = wm wﬁﬁgﬁ = Thong Paddeung

The three words, na (Thot), fim (Phit), and e (Deung ) are
pure Sanskrit, meaning 10, 20 and 30. The meaning of Wi in Wh feh s
obscure, The lust naumed coin is identical with the Fuang of the
series deseribud under (V), except that the *“Paddeung” has a milled
edge, while the Fuang (V') has not,

Curiously enough, King  Mongkub omitted to give any de-
seription of the dies used for stamping these coins, bub this omission
may be recbiticd by stating thab w—

The ohverse is stamped with the Crown in the centre, sup-
porbed by a royal wmbrella. on either side, with rays of light radiat-
ing from above, and leaf serolly hetween the umbrellas,

' On the reverse is the Blephant inside the «Chalky”, with head
borders for the outer and inner frames, S

There are twolve vertical lines imwmediately under the

Elephant.

All three values have o milled edge.
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There are two other gold coins of a somewhab archalc

character which may nexb be described.

AV (III) A circular coin of the weight of & Fuang
(Flat). (5 ! Mical ), stamped on the obveer(’ with a large
“ Mongkub with a scroll of «dawk mali”
(Jasmin) on either side; and on the reverse with the letter « g
above and i below, signifying « Krungthep”, the Sinmese name
for Bangkok, The words are enclosed within a beaded border, and
the edge of the com is not milled (Plate ITI No. 4).

AV (IV) A small: cn -cular coin of the weight of p l*uang ‘

(Flat). (;Tlcal), gtamped on the obverse with the

' «Chaky” above, the “Mongkut” below, and a

«Phra Tao” (or “Khun Tho”) on either side; the whole within a
border of twisted rope (Plcote III No. §).

The reverse is blank,

There was plob&bly a gold Salung (3 ! Tical ) of this type also,

The coin actually portrayed is a silver Salung hearing identical
marks [see under AR F lat (III)]

For what purpose elthex oi these coing was mﬁucd 18 not now.
known,

AV (V) In order to understand fully the next issue of
(Flat). gold, it is necessary to refer to a Decree which
was promulgated by King Mongkut on the

2nd. day of the waxing moon of the 11th. month of the year of the.
Monkey (Sept. 17¢h. 1860), that is to say, three years hefore the gold
coing described under (II) weve issued. ,
- In this Decree His Majesty described, in Lhc hee a,nd un-
sophlstlc&ted langua,ge of the period, the difficulties under -which the
people of this country had laboured in ancient times through the
want of a standard currency, and how the Kings of Ayuthis, His
Predecessors, had endeavoured to deal with this difficulty by
issuing round (“bullet”) ticals, with the necessary subsidiary coinage, |
of a definite standard, duly stamped by the Royal Mint, |
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He further went on to describe how this custom had obtained
up to the present day, but that latterly miscreant forgers had been
at their evil work, and had flooded the country with their spuvious
coins (of which I have in my possession two specimens, one made
of copper coated with silver, and the other of some kind of white
metal). TFurther, now that the country had been opened up to
foreign trade and commerce, large quantities of foreign silver dollars
(Mexican) were heing imported for use as bullion, and although it
had been agreed with all the vforeign Consuls that the basis of
exchange should be fixed at 35 = 5 Tes,, still the merchants had not
been satisfied and trade had been hampered, because the fineness of
the foreign silver was not the same as that of the Siamese silver,
Therefore His Majesty had decided to establish a Royal Mint
for the issue of a new flat silver coinage, “equal in every respect
to the coinage of that Statc of Hurope which is called France”,
The basis of the issue was to be the Tic&I, and. the subsidiary
coinage was to consist of 2 Salung, Salung, and Fuang pieces.
As regards the design chosen, I cannot do better than describe it in
the words of the Decres i °

‘ “On one side (the obverse) there is a picture of the Royal”

“Crown in the centrs. There are Royal Umbrellas supporting it”

- “on both sides, There are branches of trees, 100l<i11g like fHames,”
«“added to the background of the coin.”

1

“On the other side (the »everse) is a picture of the’
“ Chakr”. In the heart of the * Chakr” is a picture of an Elephant, ”
« gymbolical of the Kingdom of Siam. - On the outside of the circle”
“round the « Chakr”, in the case of the Tical value, are 8 stars,”
“each star representing 1 Fuang: the 2 Saling piece has 4 stavs,”
“representing 4 Fuang: the Salung has two stars, and the Fuang ?
“1 star.” '

By way of digression, one may note that an atbempt had been
made in 1885 to interest His Siamese Majesty of the Brd. reign in a
flat _cbinage. In that year My. Hunter, one of the earliest merchants
fo arrive in Si&m_from Europe after the Crawford Treaty, brought
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with him & consignment of bronze coins with 1303 w (Muang Thai)
on the obverse, and 2 stars, one above and one below the words:
while on the reverse is & large lobus blogsom with the date aegy
(1197) = 1835 below ( Plate III No. 6). No valueis expressed. The
ides did not, however, take on, and the attempt was unsuccessful,

. Although the above Decree only refers to the isgue of silver
coinage, still it represents exactly the style and form of the next
issue of gold coinage, which was identical in every respect with the
silver issue ( Plate ITI Nos. 7 to 12). '

A series of six values was minted, of the following weights:—
2. Tieals

Tical

Tical

Tical

BT N

Tical
é Tical ‘

It seems clear that, although the silver coinage of the above
type was issued in Sept. 1860, this gold coinage could not have been
minted till some years later, in view of the fact that, as already
described, the first flat gold coins (i.e. of the sovereign type) were
not themselves minted until Oct. 1863,

=

~ The description given above of the designs stamped on these
coins is suiﬂciently accliate to obviate o repetition, and I think we
. ‘may all agree that the gold series is a fine one and approximates to
the standard of being “equal in all respects to the coinage of that
State of Europe which is called France,”

AV (VI) The last gold coin to be dealt with is a flat
(Flat). ~ circular coin of the weight of 1 Fuang, called
_in Siamese ¢ Bannakarn,” signifying a Royal

Gift,” as the die for stamping it is said to have been presented to
King Monglkut by Queen Vietoria. It is similar in design to (V),
bub has a bead frame, while the Crown is much larger with sprays of -
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the jasmin flower known as “dawk mali” (Plaz‘ﬂ IIT No. 18). 'The

-edge js not milled.
The issue of silver coins in this reign in many respects

followed the same lines as that of gold,

AR (1) In the first place, & set of silver “bullet” coins
(Round). = was minted, this issue constituting the last
issue of “bullet” coins in Siam for general cur-

rent use, as follows

4 Ticals

. 2 Ticals
1 Tical
; Tial
i Tical - ( Salung)
i Tical ( Fuang)
1

i Tieal  (8ik)
seven in number, bearing the mark of the “Chakr” as in all the other
reigns, and the personal mark of the «Mongkut” or Siamess Crown
in addition (Plate IT Nos. 16, J 7 omd 18).

I am informed that a cein of the weight of a 'Chang ‘
(80 Ticals) was also issued, but not for use as eurrency.

AR (II) In addition, 5 coins of qubmdlmy value were
(Round). issued, namely, :

: % Tical - (Salung)
L
§ Tieal ( I‘ua,ng )
T TIC'&]. (Sik)
Lomeat P )
‘53 Tical (Pai)
1 r
5 Tieal - ( At )

bearmd one mark only, the Phra Tao”, or “Royal W&ter«pbt”
commonly called “Khun The’, ss in the case of the gold coins
(Plate IT No. 20). . ’ R
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Tt is said that two of the values given above, viz 4 Ticals
and 2 Ticals, were never in use as currency, but were only uqed for
presentation purposes. Howevcl this may be, all the other values
(note the two values of 1 i Tical) were certainly common currency;
and most of them are still easy to find in the pawmnshops of the
city.

| It is-stated thmt a coin bearing the “Chakr” and the “Mong-
kut” of the value of ) Tical, was also minted ; but I have not seen
it myself, and ab present T think its existence doubtfu]

Coins are found be{wing the mark of the “Monglut” repeated
four times and grouped around the “Chakr” in the centre. T possess
two such coins of the value of 1 Tical and ; Tical. " These may have
been minted for some special occagion, as they certainly have the
appearance of being genuine, or else as curiosities to please a passing
fancy ( Plate IT No. 19). ‘

Coins are also found with the mark of the “Mongkut” only,
that of the “Chakr” being omitted, but whether this was due to
carelessness or design is not known. Probably the former, as the

same remark applies to the “Trident” and “Lotus” marks of the first
reign,

In recent years large quantities of imitation “bullet” coins,
bearing the “Mongkut” mark, have been made for use as butbons
on white coats as worn in the tropies, and have found a rea&y sale
throughout the Far East. Most of these are, of course, of good-
silver, and not made to deceive, but, as stated by King Mongkut in -
his Decree, there were also many sputious countierfeits igsued, which

ave very colourable 1m1tatmns of the genuine coin, until they are
broken in two,

‘AR (l) The punmp&l issue of flab silver coiny was of 7
(Flat). values, and is the important one referred to in
the Decree of Sept. 1860, It is similar in all

respects to that descmbed in AV Flat (V), with the 4 'I‘mul value
added :— '
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Ticals

4
2  Tieals
’ 1 Tieal
1 -
o Lical ]
i Tical - (Salung)
1 .
3 TICD;IV ( I‘uung )
1 .
T Tlcal ( Sik )

With the exception of the 4 Tical piece, these coins are all -
stamped as in AV Flat (V), each with the requisite number of
starg, both on_the obverse and reverse, to show the number of Fuangs
represented, from 8 on the Tical to 1 on the Fuang (Plate III Nos. 7

to 12): but, as may be expected, on the Sik ('Ilé Tical ) there are
no stars ab all. - The edges of these coins are not milled,

' The 4 Tical piecé has the design on tho obverse similar to
that on the other coins, bub on the reverse are the lethers ¢Tss NEW”
(fKixlgd0111 of Siam) in Siamese in the centre, enclosed within a
frame, and the words “Chang Tong Ming Pao” in Chinese round the

- outside of that frame.(Plate IV No. 1). -

Tt is said that this coin was never put into current use, but
only used for presentation purposes. -If Mr. Haas is correct, the same
would apply to the 2 Tical piece. o

‘As in the case of the gold coinage, there are also certain
other small flat silver coins fo be reeorded, vm e

AR (II) A circular coin of the value 1 Fuang (3 1 Tieal) .
(Flat) 5 bearing on the obverse the mark of the large
Crown, Wlth a seroll work of “da,wk mali” on

cither mde and on the rewerse the letbers msmw ] ”, ag in

AV Flat (111) (Plate IIT No. 4).

: Tieal (Fuang)

AR (III) Two small circular coing, of the valué ‘of
(F lat) Tical (Salung )

el R R

Tical  ( Fua,ng )

EY
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These coing bear on the obverse the four marks asin AV Flat'
(IV), namely the « Chakr " above, the « Mongkut ” below, and the
«Khun Tho” on either side ( Plate IIT No. 5). The reverse is blank,

The ahove three coing are said to have been current
and in general use at one time, but they are all rare now.

AR (IV) The next issue consisted of three values, called
‘ (Flat). - «Bannakarn” ot ‘gifts’, as in AV Flat (VI),

and was as follows 1

1 Tical
; “Tioal. (Salung)
% Tical (Fuang)

These coins ( Plate IV Nos. 2,8, & 4) are similar in design
to AR Flat (I), but they may be distingtiished from the latter by
certain pecnliarities. They have a single bead border, quite different
from the border in (I), and the Salung and Fuang have no inner
circles, In the Tical value the « Chakr” is much larger than in (I),
but in the other values, curiously enough, it is smaller. All three
~ values have a milled edge, and the requisite number of stars on both
obverse and reverse. '

AR (V) There is finally to be noticed the use of a
(Flat). Mexican dollar (dated 1858), probably one or
two years after that ’da,te, at a time when
the Ticals avaxilable were not sufficient for commercial purposes.
In this case the Treasury stamped a number of Mexican dollars
on the reverse with small marks of the “Crown” and “Chakr”

side by side, near the edge of the coin, and igsued them as currency.
(Plate IV No. 5).

It is worth mentioning that the Siamese word L‘M‘J{IL‘Q
(Riedt)-for dollm—ls an adaptation of the Spanish “Real”, in which the
“1” becomes “n”; but it is mbereqtmg to note that the present mode
of writing this woxd in Siamese is by false analogy with the Sanslrit -
word * hirafifia ” , Teaning .« silver”,
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AE (l) The ouly “bullet” coin of baser metalﬁ which 1s
(Round). known to me is a copper coin, of the weight of
1 Fuang, with the mark of the «Khun Tho”

(Plate IT No. 20).

Prima facie it appears to be a genuine coin, but I have only
seen the one example and it is difficult therefore to express a definite
opinion regarding it. It may, of course, be a counterfeit silver coin,
of which the outer casing or washing has come off.

AE (I) The first flat coins of baser metal in King
‘ (FLat). Mongkut's reign were pub into circulation
© by a Decree of Aug. 25th. 1862, and were
composed of an alloy of tin, copper, and black tin (ﬁqﬂ )

They were minted in Bangkok, being cast in moulds with
milled edges, and were of two vwlues, as follows :—

~Fua,ng (1 Att)

g:‘jl—l o =

Fuang (é Att, or Solot ).

They weve stamped with the Crown and Unmbrellas on the
obverse, and the Elephant-Chakr combination on the reverse, Above
the “Chakr” on the reverse were written the words in cireular form

LB i (ie. =
Runn gixbeen
the same at the bottom in Chinese characters. To the left of the

s
164

eight :
e of these make one IKuang), and

Elephant, in English, the figures % or td the right, the letter

F. (Plate IV Nos. 6 und 7).

o :
AE (II) By a later Decree of Dec. 14, 1865, in addi-
(F lat). - tion to the above tin coins, an issue of thick,
heavy . copper money wag also minted from
moulds and put into cireulation, of two values, 'wbt/wut milled edges
as follows :— :

,Thldk F}l&ng (4, Atts ) ;

R =T

Fuang (2 Atte)
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The design on these coins was precisely similar to that on
the two coins previously mentioned, except, of course, that the
o wnd

: N
% of these make one Fuang (Plate IV Nos. 8 and 9).

value expressed was diffevent, namely RECIALHTI O (ie.

Mr. Haas mentions another coin of the same deseription, but

presumably of tin, of the value of I‘uang (i e. LAt ), but this

i
is not known to me, nor is there any mentlon of such a coin in e1ther
of the Deerees jush mentwned

AE (III) " Finally the same two values, ]E and % Fuang
(Flat). (Plate IV Nos. 8 and 9), of the same size

and design, were minted in copper, also with-
out milled édges, but in this case the coins were of an extreme light-
ness and thin-ness,

Thin Fuang (4 atts)

LN

Fuang (2 atts)
All these locally minted copper and tin coing were withdrawn |
from cireulation in the next reign, as will he seen later on. The tin
coins, according to Mr. Haas, were extensively fcrged and the
country was flooded with quantities of spurious imitations imported
from Hongkong. |

This concludes the tale of gold, silyer, and. copper (01 tin)
coins issued in King Mongkut's reign.

For the sake of - clarity it will be as well to recapitulate the

dates of the first issues of flat coinage of the different, metals used :—
. Flat Gold Coinage on the 29th. October 1863

Flat Silver Coinage on the 17th, September 1860

‘Flat Tin or Coppé‘f Coinage on the 25th, August 1862

Before we leave the reign of King Mongkut finally, it will, I
think, be appropriate to refer to three types of money, two of which
were approaching their end at the close of his reign, while the $hivd was
used for the first time in Siamese history, as far as is known ab present.
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1. The first of these is classed under the generic term of
“Bia” or “Cowrie-Shells ”.

As in many other countries of the world, cowrie-shells were in

use for barter purposes in Siam from time immemorial, and remained
in common currency inthe Kingdom until they were finally displaced
by the tin and copper coinage of King Mongkut's reign. There
‘are eight kinds of cowrie-shell known in Siam, varying in size and
shape, from one of enormous size down' to a diminutive shell, but
all of the same va]ue (Plate VIII Nos. I to 6). Their names ave as
follows :— ‘

. 1. Bia Phlong oy Tuad
2. Bia Kaa  (bw uh)
3. Bia Chan (;5% ail)
4. Bia Nang (L?}_;m HTS)
5. Bia Moo (Ba w)
6. Bia Pong Lom (fiu nesaw)
7. Bia Bua ada o)
& Bia Tdm (L?’j%l 055.1)

Nos. 7 and 8 are not shown in the illustration.

Bia Tom is similar to Bia Nang, but the edges are more
erinkled.  Bia Bua is very scarce now, ¢

1 have been told that during the Ayuthia period of Siamese
history the cowrie-shells in use were all brought from the River Meh
Khong, which borders the Kingdom on its eastern frontier: but that
in later times these were gradually displaced by shells from the ses-
shore. Tt is sgid that these latter never had quite the value as those
from the Meh ‘Khoncr This is not generally accepted, however, and
M. de la Loubére, Wubmg in 1687 in his “Description of Smm states
as follows :— :

, “On les pesche abondamment aux Iles Maldives eb quel-”

«quefois aux Philippines, mais en trés petite quantits, & oo qu'on”
“m’ a dit. Toutefois Navarretd, en ses discours de la Chine, dit :—"
«‘On en porte de la coté de I'Inde et de Manille), eb-p_lus basg il dit,”



( 194 )

“on porte des sigueies (1. e. cowries) des isles de Baldivia, qui sont”
“les Maldives”. M. de la Loubére makes no mention at all of river-

-

shella *

According to the veport on the Centennial Exhibition in 1882,
ib is stated that «inthe Buddhist year 1078 (i. e A. D.536)”
“cowries were valued at the rate of 200 per Fuang, and that from”
“the foundation to the destruction of Ayuthia (A. D. 1850-1767)"
“their legal value was 800 to the Fuang. The popular value varied”
“between 200, 1,000, and 1,600 per Fuang (no doubt in accordance”
~twith the law of supply and demand). For 1327 years cowmes were”
“agsed for small change. They ceased to be used for such pm poses’
“in Siam in A. D. 1862”, No authority is given by the writer for
this bold statement, but no doubt it represemts a traditional
story. ‘ '

. After the fall of the Ayuthia Dynasty the value of ‘Bia’ roge -
to 200 to the Fua,ﬁg on aceount of the troublous times, but later on
it fell again and fluctuated hetween 800 and 1,300, according to the
quantity available in the market, -

During the reign of King Mongkut the value was again
stabilised at 800 to the Fuang, or 100 to the Att, but with the intro-
duction’ of the tin and copper coinage in this reign in 1862 the use
of cowries was finally abandoned, Thereafter their use was confined
purely to the public gambling-houses, as counters in playing « fan-
tan ” and other games,

II. The second of these types is termed “ Pee ” (§). Pee’
were alnost exclusively used, at first ab any rate, in the gambling
houses as small change, and the following account of them, taken

from Mr. Haas's book, which may I think be accepted, is of consider-
able interest.

. Gownex were ubed as money in Oentml and Northern India in the -
dth und Bth centuries A. D. (cf. Prof. Gﬂes tranglation of Fa Hs1en 5
Travels ).
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“ As gambling became more and more a vecongnised institu-"

«tion, the “ bullet-shaped ” small coing (the Fuang and Salung) wers ”
«found inconvenient to handle (Plate V. No. 4)..... To remedy this”
- “inconvenience, the owners of gambling establishments introduced”
«gpecial counters made of Glass (green, white and yellow), Porcelain,”
«and Brags (? Bronze), and representing various shapes such as stars,”
« butterflies, door-tablets, &c., on which were inseribed, in Chiness”.
“characters, the name of the ‘Hong’, or establishment, the value,”
“and some favourite motto or classical quotation; and also in”
«Siamese characters the value which the counter was supposed to”
« represant (Plate VIII Nos. 7 to I5). |

“As designations of value there appear 1 Salung ( in”
“ Siamese ~}5); 1 Fuang (El")’ Songpai, 1 Pai, and 1 Att, and”
«1/18th. (? 1/16th.) of & Songpai (in Siamese, a:).”

““These counters, being isgued under authority granted in”
“the gambling licence or concession, rapidly became a favourite’
“medium of exchange, and were found to fill a-long felt want of”
“small money so well, - that the circulation went much beyond ibs”

«“legal sphere.”

« Such 4 faclle field for fm e1gne1s was not long to he Teft »
“ unexplored by the enterpmsmg celestial. Gradually o large quantity ”
« of imitations were thrown into circulation, and in self-defence the ”
« gambling “Hongs” were compelled to call in and exchange for’
“ money their counters, which they continually substituted by new ”
“ ones of varied colours and shapes.” |

«In this way originated the great variety of counters”
“ consisting, as far as I can ascertain, of about 890 different kinds.”
“ The control by the Government became naturally more and more ”
« difficult, and at last in 1871 (three years after King Mongkut's
« death), it became necessary to prohibit and  stop completely all "
“circulation of these counters. They are, however, still to be seen”
“In some parts of the country.” ‘
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There is little to be added to this except to say that these
«Pee” ave atill to be found in large quantities in Bangkok, m the
stalls of the various pawnshops in the Sampeng Quarter : and " that
at one time various enthusiasts used to endeavour to make complete
‘collections of them, to the number of sbout 2,000 gets. Some of these
collections remain, but the enthusiasm has long since died, and the
hobhy is now a fashion of the past. The specimens of various types
illustrated are replesentatlv( smd two evidently depict Queen

Victoria.

ITL The third type to which T wish to refer is Paper Money
which appeared for the first time in Siam in the reign ¢f King
Mongkut. Strictly speaking, paper money would not as a rule come
within the scope of & study of eoins, but that of which I propose to -
treat is of considerable interest from various points of view, and
deserves mention, I think, in any history of the coinage of this
country. This paper money may be divided into three classes, as
follows :—

(a) Of large size, measuring 14 cm x 10.2 em. (51?6 x 4 in.). On
one side are two rectangular borders of leaf-seroll, one inside the other
(Plate IX Nos. 1 and 2). The paper is a fairly thick wove, unwater-
marked, of a bluish-white tinge. In the centre appears, in four lines,
in an old-fashioned black seript, the following quaint inseription :—

W i e W fien vane fien W wend Trndid &0 Liguiay
which may be translated as follows :—

“Pay 10 Tamleung ( 40 Ticals ) to the bearer of this note”.
“Keep this note carefully, so that its value may never be lost”.

At either side is an impression of a Chinese character repeated
a number of times, each character representing 1 Tamleung (4 Tieals),

while over the whole aro stamped in red the “Chakr” above, and the
- “Crown” below. :

In addition to this, on each side of the inscription i3 printed
ot intervals, as a further protection against forgery, an equal number
of leaves, each leaf representing 1 Tamletng, as in the case of the
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Chinese characters. Thus the 10 Tamleung note has 5 leaves on
elthel side, the 6 Tamleung note has 3, and so on (le‘e IX No. 1
. shows a 4 Tamleung note),

The other side of the paper is completely covered, except for
- a fairly wide margin, with a pattern of black leaf-scroll drawn in
~ freehand. There is no border to the pattern, and in the centre is
Impressed a red seal in the “Kawm” ov Camhodian character, signify-
ing “Brung Thep Mabhanakawn Amara Ratans Kosindr Mahind
Ayudhya Maha Rajathani”

ﬂgsmw:uvnummnmuiﬂﬁummﬁum T AT

i. e. the full and Royal name for the city of Bangkok.

Agsfar as I am aware abt present, there arve four values of
this class, of 8, 4, 6, and 10 Tamleung . respectively (12, 16, 24, and
40 Ticals), and two nobes which T have seen (namely - of the two
latter values) bore on the back of the note, in King Mongkut's own
hsmdwiibing, what appears to he “Zwei money 40 Ticals ” on the 10
Tamleung, and “ Dix Money 24 Ticals” on the 6 Tamleung, on the
margin above, and ' 8. P. P. M. Mongkut's 3rd. year” on the margin
below ( Plate IX No. 2 shows a 10 Tamleung note)

. The letters S. P. P. M 1eplesent “ Somdet Phra Paramin
Maha .

We may thus infer the ye&r of issue of this paper money to
have been 1853, ‘ ‘

(b) Of small size, but of the sume paper as (a), wove, bluish-white,
and unwabermarked, measuring 8.7 X 5 cm. (33 X2 m) (Pla,te X »
Nos. 1 amd 2).

On the one side is a double: rectangula,r frame-with a beaded
border, and inside it the followmn‘ inseription, pwcede& by a double'
circle, thus ;— L



( 198 )

R o . x ) ~ PR PR PR 27 Il %0 1
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NazuI AN 1
which may be translated as follows i—

«Kindly use this note in place of the one Fuang (Salung, &)’
«coin. The Chief of the Royal Treasury will pay this amount to”
¢ the beaver, who presents it for payment any day between the”
« hours of noon and three o'clock in the afternoon at the barracks”

«in the Royal Palace.”

This inseription is completely covered by an impression of
the same geal in red in the Cambodian character (at the head of
which is a flower), as appears on the. larger notes of higher value. On
the other side is a border of leaves and flowers, inside which is e3-
pressed the value of the note in no less than 11 different languages,
of which nine follow one another down the paper in this order —
Siamese, Chinese, Latin, English, Gujarati, Malay, Cambodian, Bur-
mese, and Lao; while on the right (sideways) is Sansgkrit (Deva
Nagri), and on the left (sideways) is Pali (in the Kawm seript).

Over all again is ‘stamped in red an impression of the
«Chakr” above, and the “Crown” below.

At the top of the note, outside the border, has been embossed
in plain relief one, two, or more double concentrie circles, each circle
representing one Fuang :— thus, 1 Fuang has one circle, one Salung
" two, one Salung Fuang has three, two Salungs four, and 1 Tical eight.

At the bottom, also outside the border of leaves, is written in
ink the number of the note,

Of this type of paper money there were five values, viz,
1 Tical, 3 Tical (two‘ss,lungg), .g Tical ( Salung Fuang), iTicnl :
(one Salung), a,ndé Tieal (o% Fuang), or, as they are quaintly
expressed in Latin (of which la,ﬁ%;g&uage King Mongkut was so eager &
scholar):— unuin- Ticale, dimididpars Ticalis, tres octava parbes
Ticalis, quarta pars Ticalis, and octava, pars Ticalis, '
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Both these clagses, (a) and (b), although rare today, were
undoubtedly in use for a considerable period during the reign of
King Mongkut, and show an interesting and. genuine attempt on
the labter's part to meet the needs of his people in & form which com-
bined utility with scholarship. :

- (c) The third class, as an actual medium of exchange, is more
doubtful, but is also worthy of record. It is & thick cream que
unwatermarked paper, measuring 10.8 x 8.5 cm. (44- X 3- in,)
(Plate X No. 8).

Qn the one side isa border of seroll- Work ingide wluch in
one line, is the inseription i—

wa: NN funn 8 & i
or, in literal English “A. royal gift of one Chang and 10 Tamleung
in money”. Under this i3 the value in figures as well, expressed in

a

the Siamese fashion, thus _G‘_O__I_-_-__ ‘. In the lower left hand~

~ corner, inside the border, is printed the numbel and over this ig

sbamped in two lmes the Royal Monogram in blue | M‘;E glIc)ut? KMq »

In the upper left hand corner is the impression of an octegonal seal
(in plain relief) of the Royal Crown. To the right are 1mpressed
in red the “Chakr” above, and the “Crown” below.

The other side of the note is blank,

Asfar as I am aware, there are 11 values in all, viz. 8,4, 5, 7,
8,10, 12 and 15 Tamleung, representing 12, 16, 20, 28, 82, 40, 48,
and 60 Ticals : also 1 Chang (80 Tieals ), 1 Chang 5 Tamleung ( 100
Ticals) and 1 Chang 10 Tamleung ( 120 Ticals ). : ‘

The border seroll-work varies considerably with the different
values, and appears to be of 4 kinds,  One kind is confined to the
Chang ( 80 Ticals ) value alone. Another is found in the Chang 10
Tamleung (as shown in the illustration ) and the 10 Tamleung values
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A third is used for the 84, and 8 Tamleung values; and a fourth
for the remainder, namely the Chang 5 Tamleung, 15,127, and 5

Tamleung values.

T have used the‘ epithet “doubtful” in connection with this
type of paper-money as & means of exchange or currency, as the
word “ pri-richitin ” is a verb expressing “ a royal gift”: and it
seems probable that the different values were used by the King in
giving «Dbia-wat”, or gratuities, to his subjects, and were not nego-
tiable, but payable at his own good will and time.

It is snid that they were at times used to pay the troops their
salaries when actual coin was scarce, but the values appear to be
high for this purpose.

All three classes of paper-money described above, (a), (b),
and (c), were made and printed locally.

A few words on the method of expressing the value in
Siamsese in figures will not be out of place here.

For a very long time past Siamese currency has been ex-
pressed in terms of Chang (80 Ticals), Tamleung (4 Ticals), Baht
(Tical), Salung (i Tical), Fuang (%; Tical) and Pai (flﬁ Tical): and
when it is desired to express in figures.a certain sum of money, for

example, 1 Chang 1 Tamleung 1 Baht 1 Salung 1 Fuang and 1 Paj,
it is written in the following way :-— ‘

o
6| e

ala -
SRR O
The figure ab the head of the cross 1epresents bhe number of Chang
» +in the top left angle S, w wy  Tamleung

N wos » tOp r1ght angle ' » " - ‘Baht
» wow o botbom right angle s o Salung
»  »ow » Dbottom left angle o e Fuang
i » » » below the cross w 5 e .. Pai
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The order therefore runs in this direction -

Chang
bt

Tamleung Baht

. ' r . N
Fuang I Salung

~ o Pai

V. Somdet Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn
(1868-1910). -

In splte of the length of this reign which is known as the
“Record Reign”, since it lasted 42 years - (longer than any other
Siamese reign in history), the output of new coinage was not conspic-
uously large. ‘

The minting of gold was confined to one coin and that of
little importance, but an important change took place in - the type of
silver coinage issued, by the introduction of the King's effigy.* Also, in .
November 1908, two years before the King’s death, a very important
Decree was promulgated, namely the Gold Standard  Act, which.
placed the currency of the country on a gold basis, and thereby gave
a vemarkable stability to the exchange value of the Tical. This has
peen naturally of incalculable benefit to the trade and commerce of
the country, especially when we consider the financial crisis caused by
the Great War, and veflects great credit on the foresight of the
Government, One hesitates to think of what might have happened,
if this momentous change had not taken place before war broke out.

#* TFor reasons (ebnnected with the Shadow and the Soul) why the
effigy of the King never previously appeared on Siamese coins, see Frazer's
“Golden Bough”, Abridged Edition, page 193.
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Ab the same time the old copper coinage was definitely dis-
placed by a smaller nickel and copper coinage on a decimal basiy, and
«Atts” gave way to “Satang”.

The following interesting note ig taken from the Statistical
Year. Book for 1022 :—

«The existing decimal system of coinage in Siam was estab-”
« lished by the Gold Standard Act, proclaimed in the year 2451 (1908)”

« This Act provided for the minting of the following coins :—

METALLIC STANDARD : REMEDY N

Dugcrip- [Nayu oF CoIN 1 — ’
TION . weight fineness weight finenesy
Gold ~ ..| Dos ..|6.20 grammes) Gold 900 1 Dos 2 cgal 13 per

Copper 100; 1,000 Dos 2.5 cgs.|  ill

Silver - .. | Tieal .o 15 grammes| Silver 900 1 Tieal 9 cgs.[3 permill
o Copper lOU 1,000 Tieals 12 grs,

" .12 Salung . |7.5  grannues| Silver 800‘ 2 Salungs - 6 oys.
plece : Copper 200 E 1,000 2 Salung
pieces 12 gvs.|4 permill

' 1 Baleng L 018.75 grammes| Silver 800' 1 Sulung 5.5 ogs.|4 permill
Copper 200 1,000 Salangs 6 grs. ‘

Nickel ..| 10 Satang ..|3.5  grammes, Pure Nickel 10 Batang 20 ogs.

piece piece
" ool B Satang ..f 2 graanmes) Pure Nickel 6 Hatang 15 ogs.
‘ piece piece

Bronze ..{ 1 Satang o] -5 gramumes| Copper 95
piece ) Tin' 1 4 1 Hatong - 25 egs.
Zine 1 piece

1

&

The Gold Dos has never been minted, for, by a notification”
“appended to the Act, it was decreed that the operation of sections”
“11, 12 of the Gold Standard Act, which provide for the exchange”
“ by the Mint of gold eoin for bullion, should be suspended, and that”
“$he Government would continue, as previously, to issue tieals in”
‘. B.mcrkok against gold received abroad, ab the rate of 18 ticals to”
“the £1 sterling, or approximately 1s, bld to the tical. The effect” |
“of this Notification was to place Siam i 111 the category of countries™
hamnw a gold exchange standard.”
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The Notification also dealt with the question of coins
current ab the date of the passing of the Gold Standard Act.

They were as follows :—

( Pical
. : 1.
Silver ... s { Salung = ; Tical
|- Puang = : Tical

{8k (4atts)
Sio (2 atts)

Bronze e e $
At

L Solot (1 Ath)

(20 Satang piece

S 0 y

Nickel - oo 4
‘ 5 i tE
% .

The Notification runs :—

“(1) The Tical and the Salung minted under foriner Acts’
“shall ‘continue in general use as. heretofore”,

“(2) The Fuang and the bronzoe Sik, Sio, Ath and Solot,”

“shall continue in use for the time being, pendmg their exchange’
“by the public for the new coins”,

(3 ) The nickel 20 Satang piece, 10 Satang piece, 5 Satang’
“plece and 2 Satang piece, which were issued under notification”
“dated the 21sb day of August 2441 ( 1898) shall be demonetized;”
“but the officials in charge of the State Treasuries shall issue the
“new Satang pieces in exchange for the old ones, antil suoh time’
~“a8 it may be notified that the exchange shall cease.”
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“The exchange of the Fuangs, the old bronze coing and the”
“old Satang pieces mentioned in clauses 2 and 3 above, shall be”
: . . -
“made at the following rates, viz.,”
“ Bronze coins = 1 Tical's wovth for 100 Satang”
“ Fuangs = 8 TFuangs for 1 Tical”.

8 '_[‘he old and new Satang pieces shall have equivalent values.”

A subsequent Notification, dated May 7th. 2452 (1909),
' dcmonbbyed the Fuang aud the bronze coing, the Sik, Sio, Att, and
Solot, but declared that the Treasuries and certain. other speciﬁed
offices would continue to receive and exchange the I‘ua.ng, ik, Sio,
Att and Solot, and the nickel coins of 20 10,0 &nd 2 Qatfmg up
to the 16th, May 2453 ( 1910 ), after which date thesc, coins would
1o longer be received,

- As most of you. know,in spite of the issue of paper-money
in King Mongkut’s reign, and of a further temporary paper issue of
a single small denomination in 1874, to which reference will be made
later, paper currency did not come into general use until late in the
reign now under review.

The following note on this 'aub]'eeb is taken from the “Outline
of the Currency History of Siam (1902-28 )" pubhcshed in “The.
Record” No. 10 (October 1923) :— ‘ : '

« Until September 1902, when the Government commenced ”

« an-issue of its own Currency Notes, the paper money in actual”
“ eireulation in Siam was represented by the notes of the three”
“ foreign Banks then established at the Capital, and though these ”
« were helpful in familiarizing the public with the use of notes,”
~ “they never thoroughly established themselves in the public”
“favour (though accepted fairly freely in the metropolis), nor ”
“aftained any large circulation. This is shown by the fact that”
“the Bank Notes outstanding on December 81st. 1902, more than”
“14 yenrs after the first of the three Banks opened s Branch here,”
“amounted to a total of only Tes. 3,319,000 odd, while on the same”
“date the Government issue, then of a little over three menths” - -
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“standing, had attained o figure of Tcs. 2,306,185, The ‘Currency "
“ Notes, being national ones, fully backed by metallic and other”
“reserves, speedily drove the Bank Notes out of circulation, and in”
“seven years time, by the end of December 1909, when the value of ”
“the Currency Notes outstanding was Tes. 16,776,930, the Bank”
«Notes were represented by a figure of only Tes. 62,000 odd."
“They have long since entirely disappeared.”

Plate XT No. 2 and Plate VII No.8 show specimens of the
1 Tical notes issued by the Hongkong & Shanghai Bank, and by the
- Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and China, respectively. The
former i% dated July 1st. 1890, while the latter iz undated, whi_ch is

nnususl in o Bank note. _
The third Bank referred to in the above extract is the

Banque de I'Tndo-Chine.

AV The only gqid coin minted, as already indicated,
N (Flat). was of the weight of
1 Fuang (% Tical ) (Plate IV, No. 10).

According to the Report of the Exhibition in 1882, the value
of coined gold was then from 18 to 20 times its weight in silver,
and this coin' would therefore at that time have had & value of about
2% Ticals (silver). It has a milled edge, and is of European make,

It was probably never in general use as currency.

On the obverse is o portrait of the King in profile, surrounded
by an inscription setting forth his Titles, as follows :—

Round the head, Nm%f«]w‘s:ﬂﬁﬂiumm"r-a\,wmmm , that is,
Somdet Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn. -

big,

Round the foot of the bust, wg:?@@awmﬁﬁﬁa W, that ‘is,-
King Chula Chawm Klao, ’ | - ‘
Bebween the inseriptions are 2 six-rayed stars.

On the reverse is a Siamese Crown with rays at the top and
an emblem formed of the “Chakr” and the “Tri” (obviously intended
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as dynastic symhols here) below, the whole *resting on & shield
divided into three parts, of which the upper one contains a three-
headed elephant, the one to the lower left an elephant, and that to
the lower right what appear to be a “kris” (or Malay dagger) and -
a sceptre crossed. Ab either side in o royal umbrella as supporter.
To the left is written Nyt (Kingdom of Siam): to the right

- 2
54mad & (the 5th. reign): and ab the bottom Wemils (one Fuang )*

T am not able to say when this coin was first minted, bt it
was probably at the same time as the silver coins of a similar
design ; from the Fnang of which issue it can be easily distinguish-
ed by its thinness and weight. Tt is also slightly smaller,

Seeing that the system: of flat coinage was definitely in-
troduced into Siam during the reign of King Mongkut, it would
not be likely for Ticals of the “hullet” shape ever to be minted
again for currency purposes. But there ave certain types of this
class associated with the fifth 1exgn and it will be as well to
inelude them in this survey, '

AR ([) The first is said to have heen minted at the

(Round), ! suggestion of Chao Phya Nara Ratana, Director

~of the Mint, who obtained permission to dis-

tmbute them as gifts at the cremation at 'Wat Saleb of the younger

sister of H. R. H. Prince Mahit, Pranang Chao Charoen Kamon Suk
Sawab, who died in B. E. 2417 (1874).

- This coin bears two stamps, the “Chakr” and the “Phra Kieo”
or “Coronet”, which is worn on the Top-knot of young Royal Princes
o Leremonml occasiony (Plate II No. 21).

# Gold Salungs and Fuangs of the “ bullet ” shape, bearing the
mark of King Mongkut have been, and still are coined hy the Royal
Mint, but only for presentation purposes, and.not as coin of the realm,
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mark of “Phra Kieo”

AR (II) Secondly there was issued in the yesr C.S.
(Round). 1242 (1880) 8 whole geries of «bullet” coing
' ranging from an enormous lump of silver
weighing 1 Chang (80 Ticals) down to the smallest, which is 2 Ticals
in weight. o o
This issue was made on the occasion of the cremation of
of Somdet Phra Deb Sirindhra, the mother of King Chulalongkorn.
1 Chang (80 Ticals )
10 - Tamleung ( 40 Ticals )

) 5 Tamleung  ( 20 Ticals)
2% Tamloung (10 Ticals )
1 Tamleung - ( 4 Ticals)
© 2 Ticals o

Most of the above coins, but not all, bear three stamps, as
follows :— ‘

In the ce'ntre,‘the « Chakr ” in an elaborate form,

To one side of this, the “Crown’” on vessels supported. by
Umbrellas, oo

To the other side, a sprig of “Chaw Rmnpeui,“ chogen because
the maiden name of the King’s mother was “ Rampeui” : and the date
beneath swea (1880) (Plate II No. 2 illustrates a 4 Tical piece).

mark of - mark of

“ Rampeui * “ Crown”
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AR (I) The frst silver coins minted were a less
(Flat). decorative edition of the well-known series
~ issued in the last reign.
They were of 8 values, viz:—
1 Tical .
Tical ( Salung) l

LR Wl

Tical (Fuang )

On the obverse is the “Chang-Chaky” (Elephant-Discus) combination,
surrounded by stavs at intervals (8 on the Tical, and so on), anda
border of & geometrical design. On the reverse is the Siamese Crown
resting on two Siamese vessels (for gifts) of different sizes, the
smaller one inside tho larger, with s royal umbrella on either gide as
supporber ( Plate V Nos. 1, 2, and 3),

’ This series differs from the series AR Flat (D) of King Mong-
kut's reign both in the number of values issued, three against seven,
and also in the design, of which the chief points to be noticed are (1)
that the Crown in this case rests on vessels and nobt on a sband,
and (2) that there iy no floral seroll decoration between the Umbrellas
and the Crown.

The Salung and Fuang of this type are sometimes seen bent
in the form of a bowl: this has been done by the gambling-houses so
that the croupiers may rake them io the morve easily (Plate V' No. 4),

AR | (II)  The next issue of silver coins showed an import-
s (Flat). ant step forward inthe history of Siamese coin-
. age, in that an effigy of the King on the obverse
was introduced for the first time. It was of three values, as before
1 Tieal
« %i Tical (Salung)
1 m: .
5 Tical (Fuang)
** On the obverse of all three values is a profile portrait of King
~Chulalongkorn, with inseriptions ason the gold Fuang just deseribed,
t0 which it is similar in every way (Plate V' Nos. 8 and 9).
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On the reverse of the Tical value the design is also somewhat -
similar in general appearance to that of the gold Fuang, but on
examination it will be found to differ in many important respects
(Plate V" No. &).

First of all, the shield has supporters in the shape of what
appear to be two lions, The wmbrellas have no stands, and. under-
neath the shield arve two long, erossed sceptres protruding above and
below, from the heads of which are hanging on either side the draped
folds of a flag. Underneath the shield is a portion of the chain of

some Order, and under that again is a seroll Wlth an undecipher able
inseription,

Beneath this are the words um wils (one Tical).

A

The reverse of the Salung( Tieal) and Fuano*( Tical) is
similar in all respects to that of the gold Fuang already descubed

The preceding type of coin persisted till the last years of
King Chulalongkorn’s veign, but slight modifieations fook place on
two oeeasions, ' R

In the year R.S. 122 (1903)the woxds expressing the value
decreased in size, and underneath appeared the year in Siamese, thus
amw (122) (Plate V No. 6). ' ' '

This remark applies to all three values,

A few years later, a new Tieal appeared with the lettering, -
both as regards the value and the date, considerably larger than in
the type just mentioned ( Plate V' No. 7). ' '

Otherwise the type remained unchanged.

As a note, it may be mentioned that in the year R.S. 116
(1897), during the absence of King Chulalongkorn in Kurope, the
Queen (who was Regent) paid a State visit to the Royal Mint,
and a certain  number ~of the ~Tieals in- circulation . ~were.
stamped - on the obverse with the year to mark the occasion, thus
aayp (year 116) to the right, and the words “inm*mﬂ ( Royal.
* Mint) to the left (Plate V" No. 10). | -



( 210 )

AR (III) Finally, in the year R. S. 127 (1908), two
(Flat). - years before the death of King Chulalongkorn,
a new type of Tieal was introduced to mark
the celebration of the Record Reign. Thistook place at the time
when the lesser cumrrency was changed from an “att” to a decimal
basis (Plate V Nos. 11 and 18). There was therelore only one
value of the new type:— ,
' 1 Hieal ,
On the obuerse is a lifelike profile portrait of the King, as he appear-
ed ab the time, showing the head and shoulders, in umfm m and w1bh
decorations. On oné side 1is inscribed the word @W}’ijm
,((Jhululmwkol n), and on the other side (be,hmd the head) the word
“auiung ( Siam-Indhra, or King of Siam ).

On the reverse is an elephant with three heads, showing the - forelegs
only. To the upper left of the elephant is the word “Z{H]Jﬁj

(State of Siam); and to the upper right the words ;23 auw

‘ (RﬁS. 127), that is “the year 1908, being the 41st. year of the reign.”
At the bottom is inseribe 1, to the left V‘Vﬁ& (one), to the right tw
Tical). \
Many of these ticals were coated with platinumn for present-
ation purposes, and most of those seen to-day have a hole and a ring
in thew. ‘
AE (1) The fist coin of baser metal issued in King
(Flat). Chulalongkorn’s reign was of tin or an alloy of
tin, and minted locally, with a plain un-milled
edge. There was only one value of thig type, viz,
i Fu&ncr ( Att).

Thg design followed very closely that of the frst sﬂver Tical
of this reign, with the Siamese Crown on the one side 1est.1ng on
bowls, and the “Elephant-Discus” combination on the obher, But on
the latter side, as in the tin coins of King - Mongkut's ‘reign, there
appeared the value ¢ iB“ on the left, and F. on the right. = Above, the

inseription in &mmese, aD ausﬁm (16 to the Fuang), and the‘s‘mm‘ ‘
in Chinese below (Plate V No. 18), |
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AE (II) With the above may be associated ' a copper
(,Fl,at)- coin of similar design, but vastly superior in
. execution and finish. The design is almost
identical with - the silver Tical AR Flat (I), exeept  that
above the Crown appear rays, ten on either side, while on the
“obuerse the elephant is of somewhat stouter build. ‘This coin, which
seems to be of Kuropean malke, with a milled edge, is actually thicker
than the silver Tical in question, and is a remarkably beautiful speci-
men of the minter’s craft (Plate ¥V No. 1.4). As on the Tical, there
is no value expressed, and its value and use have not yet been
categorically determined. The most probable explanation of its )
existence is that it was o model prepared in Europe for the new
Tieal and sent out to Siam.

AE (Ill) In the year 1875, ie. seven years after King
(Flat), Chulalongkorn came to the throne, appeared
the first regular series of copper coins of lesser
value, for general use. They were of 4 values, as follows :—
4 Abts  ( Sik)
Aftts ( Pai)
Att ,
Attt ( Solot )

001 ek [S]

These coins were struck on the obuerse ( to quote from a Royal
Proclamation of 1898 which refers to their issue) with the Royal
Monogram  A. il 5 ( Chulalongkorn Paramin), and the little
Crown above the letber A/, and also with the inseription ﬂgimnu
( Kingdom of Siam )and funmia f & ( 5th. Reign); on the reverse
with a wreath of laurel leaves, and in the space in the middle with
the denomination of the particular coin, and the date, viz. 11
(Sio), above ﬂ“ﬁlﬁm‘ (4 to the Fuang) below, and below that
again the date emme ( 1288 = 1876 ) (Flate VI Nos. I to J ).

These coins were struck abroad (in England ), and. the edges
are not milled; ‘ ‘
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Interesting mis-strikes of this issue in my collection are the 4
Atts, with the Crown and Royal Monogram on both sides: and
the 2 Atts similarly struck, bub with the design on the reverse “ sk
and not in relief (just as in a metal seal for use on wax).

AE ([V) The above remained in use till the year 1887,

(Flat), when they weresupplanted by & mew series
‘ modelled on the lines of the English copper
money current at the time, and also minted in England. This was

of 8 values, viz = | .
2 Atts (Sio or Pai) "
1 Ath
1 4
5 At (Solot)

_ On the obverse is the eﬁigy of the King with the following
inseription around if, amamiod {1 w5.mmamﬂmmﬂgmmn HM
Chulalongkorn, King of Sla,m)

On the reverse is an allegorical figure representing Siam,
seated on & shield containing the three partitions already described
“under the AV (Flat) Fuang of thisreign, and holding a staff. To the

left il (one), to the iight i (Sio) & Under the figure ﬂhe date
(Plal‘e VI Nos. 5,6, and 7). '

“There are no less than 8 vauetws of this series, all of which
requne notice,

() At firstthe date was expressed in terms of the Chula-
Sakarat, or Little Era, viz. egsy (1249=-1887). In this seriesthe
King's head is in the reverse position to the seated figure, referred

~to in French as « tate-béche ” (Plate VI No, 5).

(b) In the second series, the ‘yeam is “expressed‘ in terms -
of the “Ratanakosin” Era, which was introduced in the year R. S,
108 (1889-1890). 1In this case the King's head and the seated
figure are also “téte-béche” as regards theic relative positions, - ‘
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(¢) Thirdly, there ig a series, minted in, and apparently
confined to, the year R.S. 122 (1908), in which the King’s head and
the seated figure are in the same alignment, but facing different

ways (Plate VI No. 8).

Nickel (V) The above geries of copper coins, with its various

(Flat). modifications, remained actually in use until the

‘ year R.S, 127 (1908), when it was definitely

succeeded By a decimal nickel colnage. But it is interesting to note

that in the year 1898 an attempt had already been made by the

Government to introduce the nickel decimal coinage, and that in

fact a l_ioya,l Proclamation was issued by the King on the 21st of

August R.S. 117 (1898), no‘mfymg thei 1s=ue of nickel coins, consxsbmg
of 4 values, as follows :—

20 Satang

10 Satang

5 Satang

2-;- Satang.
On the obuerse, in the centre is o three-headed Elephant,
with the Words “sunm omndng (Kingdom of Sl&m) above, and the
words “pin aen (the year 116) below, these 111%111){:10118 forming the

upper and lower segments of a circle: the remainder on cither side
is filled up with a seroll-work of leaves. - ‘

On the reverse, in the centre; is a 1&1ge ﬁgule @wo (20), eo
(10), &c., with the value in letters above, e.g. Fumene (ten satang). -
forming the segment of a circle, the remainder of the circle being
filled up by a seroll-work of leaves, as before (Plate VI Nos. 9-12).

During the year R.S. 116 (1897) the King went “té Europe .
for the first time, and it was no doubt during his visit that the
minting of these coins was arranged, _ R ‘

A fund of useful and interesting information is ‘givenn in the

Decres 1efe1red to above, and & summarised trsmslatlon isas
follows ;— : , :
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Roya] Proclamation of let August R. S. 117 (1898),

notifying the i issue of nickel coms. .

« Formerly the subsidiary currency had the following values,”
“« viz, 800 cowries equal one Fuang, 2 Fuang equal one Salung, 4"
« Salung equal one Tical. At present we are using the following”
“ gopper coing as i'mctionq of the Fuang, viz. 4 Atts (Soﬁgpai), 2 Atts”
“(pai), 1 Att, and 5 Att (Solot). These were struck on the obverse”

“ with the Royal Monogmm q.1l.3. and the Little Crown above the”
« lgtter 4, and also with the inseriptions “Kingdom of Siam” and ”
« Fifth Reign”; on the reverse with a wreath of laurel loaves,.in the”
« middle of which appears the denomination of the particular coinand”
« the date. Their issue was notified in the year of the Pig, Chula Era”
« 1287, and the year of the Rat, Chula Era 1238. There are also copper”
«coins of another design for the 2 Atts (Pai), the Att, and the % Att”
« (Solot) only. These have on the obverse His Majesty’s effigy with the”
« following inscription round the border, “Chulalongkorn P. R. Phra”
“ Chula Chom Klao Chao Krung Siam,” and on the reverse the figure”
“representing ‘Siam’ holding a staff and seated on a shield, Their”
“issue wasnotified in the year of the Pig, Chula Era 1249, All these”
* coing ave valued in accordance with the original notation. In the”
“gccounts the figures of & sum are accordingly entered in three”
« columns, viz, Catbties, Bahts, and Atts — 64 Atts, or 6,400 cowries,”
« equalling one Tical and 80 Ticals one Catty, which is the unit.- Now *
« the system of keeping accounts is to be changed to a decimal one,”
-« reducing the number of columns to two only, viz, Ticals and,”
« Satang. The value of a Satang is to be a hundredth part of a”
«Tical, so that the summing up of a number of figures will be a”
“yauch simpler task. H, M. the King has therefore been pleased to”
« comm@nd the mintage of subsidiary nickel coins of 4 denominations,”
« all having on the obuverse the image of the three-headed Elephant”
“gnd the inscriptions “Kingdom of Siam” and “Year 116”, but on the™
“reverse cach denomination shall show its respective nominal value”
“in letters and large numerals in the centre, thus twenty Satang,”
“20; ten Satang, 10; five Satang, 5 ; and two and a half Satang, 2%”
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“Being free from oxidizability and very.portable, these nickel ?
“ coins will form a more suitable currency than the copper ones, Both
« kinds of the latter will, however, still be legal token coins for their”
“original nominal value, side by side with those of the Satang de-”
“nominabions, and the one may be freely demanded from the”
“Treasury in exchange for Lhe other at its full proporbionate ”
“nominal value.”

“ On and from the 21st. September R. S, 117 (1898), the”
“nickel coins shall be current at their respective v&lues mentioned ”
« a.bove

o Proclaimed on 21st. . August R. S. 117 (1898), being the”
“10,874th. day of the present Reign.”

Notwithstanding the issue of this Proclamation, the accounts
continued to be kept in Ticals and Atts until after the issue of the
Gold Standard Act on the 11th. of November 1908 (R. 8. 127),.
when the nickel coins above-deseribed were called in, and the system
of currency was changed definitely to a decimal one, with a new
series of Satang (Cent) coins. |

It is clear now that the attempt in 1898 was prematuve, as
the eoins found little favour among the people, and when- they were
eventually called in, they were sold, to the nowinal value of Tes.
1,500,000, to a local firm as metal with the conditlon that they
should be melted down.

Nickel (VI) As indicated above, a new series of Satang

(Flat). values, minted in Europe, came into use in

the year R. S. 127 (1908), with the introduc-

tion of the Gold Standard Ach - This series consisted of 8 values,

each with o round hole in the centre, of which two were nickel,
and one was copper, as follows :—

10 Satang } nickel
5 Satang J
1 Satang  copper.
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On the obverse is a large “ Chakr ” filling the entive available
gpace. In the inner margin are inscribed, in very small letters, the-
words 7. . ey (R, S.- 127),

On the reverse is the figure o,& a0 (1, 5 or 10) below : on the
left, the words mnmi (State o‘kaia,m),' and on the right the word

aoah (Satang), Round the hole runs a decorative border- ending in
o tail (Plate VI Nos. 18, 14, 15). ‘

As regards the obverse of this series, o slight modification
was introduced in the following year R. S. 128 (1909), when the two
letbers 1. . (R. 8.) were omitted, and the figures e (in 1910,0me)
appeared alone (Plate VI No. 16). ‘

This completes the tale of the subsidiary coinage issued in
the reign of King Chulalongkorn, but I cannot leave this reign
without referring to an issue of paper-money which took place in the
year 1874, g '

It has been indicated, in dealing with King Mongkut's reign,
that the tin coinage introduced was ‘very extensively forged, sand
eventually King Chulalongkorn decided to replace it- with the series
of copper.coins noted under AE Flat (111), * While the machinery
for the minting of this series was being introduced, a Decree was
promulgated on the 29th. of June 1874, hotifying the issue of locally
made Paper Money (of the value of 1 Att),‘ to be used temporarily
in place of the tin coinage then in circulation. -

* As the new series of coins was issued in 1875 and 1876, the
- period of circulation of these paper Atts could only have covered two
years at the most, and they are accordingly very scarce now.

Only one side of the note is printed. The other gide is blank.
The paper uséd is & stout cream wove, and measures 5% in x Sg in.
(14.7 x 9.3 cm.).

- First, there is a deep bbrder, composed of black leaf-serolls
within rectangular frames, with quatre-foils. in the corners. Inside
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the border, in the centre of the note, is printed the value in large

blacl letbers « pnfiguil’  (Value 1 Att) (Plate XT No. 1),

Embossed in plain velief on the paper, but underneath the
words of the value, is a large round impression of the Royal Arms,
while to the left of the value is embossed another smaller,
and rectangular jmpression of the Royal Arms. In the top-left
corner, inside the border, is written in black ink the number,
e g agarn (14,492), while "just below the value, towards the
right is written in red ink the number again, but in words this
time niluRFuATauRUAD: ( fourteen thousand, four hundred and
ninety-two ). B | ‘

A summarised translation of the Decree of June 29th. 18‘74
is given below :— ‘

Decree of June 29th. 1874.

“The tin Atts and Solots: which had been minted and put”
“into circulation in the place of cowries in the last reign have been”
“much counterfeited, and when the legal value of the Att was subse-”
“quently reduced to twenty cowries, a great many of these coins dis-"
“appeared, while no more have been manufactured owing to the”
“fact that copper ones could not be produced with the existing”
“machinery. Bigger machines of greatur power are being ordered,”
«“and as soon as they are installed and ready for working, the Mint will”
“produce such copper coins as will challenge the ingenuity of coun-”
«orfeiters. Ab present, however, the public are taxed with' the token”
“coins of the gaming house Farmers ( Pee, q. v.), which are accepted”
“only in their respective issuing districts and only ‘during their”
“igsuers’ tenure of the district monopoly. H. M. the King has now been”
«pleased to command the printing of paper “atts”, each sealed with the”
“Royal Arms of two different sizés, and all numbered in consecutive”
“order to differentiate them from each other. Should any note he”
«found with - the same number ag another, the counterfeit note will”
«“probably be discovered after & careful examination of the seal-marks”
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1

«gnd the frame-work design. These paper “atts” shall be legal currency’
“for the time being until copper coins can be issued after the installa-"
“tion of the new machinery. Any one having more of them thah he”
“needs may present them for payment at the Treasury between 11”
«A. M. and 3 P.M., and their value will be paid him that same day.”
«Should any of the notes presented be torn in two or more places, it”
«will be accepted as long as the pieces can be formed into one and the”
«game note, and no commission whatever will be charged on its pay-”

«ment. By command of FLM. the King, therefpre, Phya R&th&kdf’
“Sriratanarajsombat, Knight (.nand Cross of the Order of the Crown”

“of Siam and Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Chula Chom Klao,”

«hereby notifies to all, high and low, that, from the first day of the”
“waxing moon in the second eighth month of the year of the Dog,

“sixth of the current cyele, the Treasury will issue paper “atts” instead”
“of tin coins till the Mint is completely furnished (when copper coins”
«will be manufactured to replace these paper “atts”), and that these”
“paper “atts” may be freely used by the public without fear of loss.”

- Proclaimed on Monday, the first day of the waning moon in”
“bhe first eight month of the year of the Dog, sixth of the current”
- “gycle, Chula s 1234, being the seventh year of the present Reign.”

VI, Somdet Phra Paramin ‘Maha Vajiravudh
(Rama VI) 1910 — .

: VShort.ly a,fbeft“he accession of King Vajiravudh, the style and
title of the Dynasty was changed, and each King of the Dynasty is
now known officially as Rama I, 1I, and so on, ending with the

, pref;enb King, who is styled Rama VI

So far the present_ reign hag ploved uneventful ag regards the -
igsue of coinage, the types introduced at the close of the last reign
being maintained.

AV No gold coins have up to the firesent been issued.

As "already remarked, gold Salungs and Fuangs of the -
“bullet” shape are still sometimes miited by the Treasury upon
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request, for presentation purposes, but these bear the mark of the
“Chakr” and the Crown of the 4th. reign.

AR One serles of silver coing haﬁs been issued,
(Flat). consisting of three values '
1 Tical
% Tical -
;7 Tical

~ ‘Except for the fact that the effigy and inscriptions have been .
altered $o suit present conditions, the design on both obverse and
reverse of all three coins is the same as in that described under King
Chula]onakmn AR Flat (III), It will be noticed that thc value
Foang ( Tical) has now disappeared, and that the value « 5 L Dieal”,
which dlsa,ppeﬂ,red when the “bullet” ticals ceased to be minted; has
been reintroduced (Plaia VII Nos. 1, 8, and 3).

Nickel As far as the submdmry coinage is concerned, -
(Flat).  the same 'serieq""as noted under King Chula-
longkorn, has been continued, the only
modlﬁcahon noticeable beingin the date At fivst this was expressed
in simple figures as before, such as emo (130)or ema (131);
bub in 1918, when the « Ratanakosin” Era was definitely discarded
in favour of the ancient Buddhist Era, this latter at once began to
appeéu on the coinage in the form of W.A. wewe (P. S. 2456, 1. e
Putte Sakarat, or Buddhist Era 2456 ), correspondmo with A. D.
1913 (Plom‘a VII Nos. 4,6, and 6 ).

10 Satang .
5 Satang
1+ Satang .

One peculiarity of the 5 Satang piece is known.

In the year B. E. 2463 coins of this value were minted with
only the figures ‘2463’ stamped upon them, the letbers W- f- (P. 8.)
being omitted ( Plate VII No. 7). Later mintings have, however,
reverted to the original form.
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Also it may be remarked that there are two types of the
bronze 1 Satang bearing the date wsoa (2461). This is due to the
fact that a portion of the bronze currency of that year was minted
in Bangkok, in addition to those obtained from Kurope in the usual
way.

As you probably all know, the finencas of the silver coindge
has, during the past four or five years, been constantly changed in
order to adapt itself to the price of silver prevailing, but I do not:
propose to weary you with these technical details now.,

I have only, therefore, in concluding my paper, to thank you,
one and all, for the deep attention you have given to my efforts to
place hefore you the results of what to me has been a lahour of love,
and to you, I hope, is not so dustily dry o study as you had perhaps
antieipated, '







KEY TO PLATE 1L

1, AR Coin dug up at Phrapathom, 80 miles west of Bangkok: of Imdiun origin,
ghowing Trident of Siva, with (?) tortoise beneath. Probably befors. 7th. century
A.D. Weight, 185 grs. No value expressed.

2. AR Type of coin dug up near Pegu, Lower Burma, of similar style and period.
Weight unknown, No value expressed.

(Taken from Sir A. Phayre's Book on Burmese Coins, 1882),

3.4.5. Mixbure of Silver and Lead, and/or Antimony. Types of pre-Ayuthian Cotnage
(i.e. before A.D. 1350), showing various marks, such as the *‘ Chitkr " (or Discus
of Vighnu), the Elephant, do. .

No. 3 weighs 1361 grs. (approx. 6 Ticals).
No. 4 709 grs. (approx. 3 Ticals).
No. 5 -, 1806 gus. (approx. 5% Ticals).

6. AR The “Chiakr® or ‘‘Disous of Vishnu'’, which is the Dynastic mark constant
throughout the Bangkok Period (1782-1924 A. D),

7. AR Type of pre —, or possibly emrly, Ayuthian Tieal in silver (i.e. before or about
1850 A.D.), Two marks, the ‘ Chike® above, and the ‘‘Rachiwat” below.
Weight, 215 grs.

8.- AR Type of mid-Ayuthian Tical, showing what is thought to be a lotus mark.
Weight, 926 grs.

9. AR Illusteation of single hammer-mark on Ayuthian Tical.

10. AR Tllustration of double hammer-mark on Bangkok Tical. The ridge in the
centre can be plainly seen.

11. AR . PhraPhutta Yawt Fa (Rama 1) —1782 A. D. —1 'Tieal —Mark of
“Tri" (Trident of Siva)—Weight, 230 gis,

12, AR Do Do. Do. —1786 A. D. —2 Tieals—Mark of -
“Unalom" (Vertical Conch-Shell)—Waeight, 467 grs.

18.- AR - Do. Do. Do. —1 Tioal — Mark of
**Unelom '—Weight, 282 grs. : , ‘

14. AR Do. Do. . Do, -1 Tieal — Blurred,

indistinguishable mark of same igsue.

15. AR Phra Phutta Lert La (Rama II) —1809 A. D, - —1 Tieal —Mark of
“Ert” (Garuda Bird)—Weight, 284 grs,
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AR Phra Nang Klao (Rama III) — 1824-1851 A. 1), -~ 2} Tieals — Mak of
“Krigh 810" (Garnda Bird in profile) — Weight, 584 grs. B

2. AR Do. Do. Do. — 2} Tieals — Mark of “Kait 8ig''—
Another type—Weight, 585 grs.
3. AR Do. . Do. Do. — 1 Tieal ~— Murk of ** Chaleg* -
(Trigram) — Weight, 288 grs. “@ f o
4.4010. AR Do. Do. Do. Set of 7 vnlueq — 1% Teals (Weight,
351 grs.); 1 Tical (Weight, 282 grs); & 4 & 116 lmd Tlcnl (Weighté accord-;
ing to seale) — Mark of ** Pragat?* (Palace). :
1. AR Do. "Do. Do. ~—1 Fuang (& Tienl) — Mark of
“Dawk Mai'’ (Flower) — Weight, 27 grs. o
12. AR Do. Do. ’ Do. —1 Snlung (3 Tical) —Muk of
Y Bai Matiim '—Weight, 58 grs.
13. AR Do, Do. Do. —1 FPuang (} Tical) — Mark of
“Ruang Peung * (Bee Mark) — Weight, 28 ers. g
14. AR Do. Do. Do. -1 Salung (3 Tieal) — Mark of - -
“ Arrow-Head ' — Weight, 60 grs.
15. AV Phra Chawm Klao - Mongkut (Rama IV) —1851-1868 A.D. —14 Tieals—
Mark of ** Monglut’’ (Crown) to the left, and ‘' Chike" to the right.—Weight,
848 gus.
N. B. This coin iz commonly called ‘‘ Tong Met Kanun' or the ** Golden
Jackiruit-Seed . .
16.. AR . Do. Do. Do. — 4 Tiecals — Mark of ** Mongkut"?
(Crown) — Weight, 938 grs. '
N. B, The lower mark is indicated: the upper one shown is the ** Chakr?? o
(Diseus). ' : :
17. AR | Do. Do. Do. — % Tical — Mark of ' Mongkus’*.
- Weight, 117 grs. ' :
18. AR Do. Do. .  Do. ~—a Tienl (1 Att) —Muk of
** Mongkut ' Weight, 4 grs. o
19. AR Do. Do, Do. —1 Tieal — Mark of *‘Mongkut*
(vepeated 4 times) —Weight, 236 grs, ;
20. AR Do. Do. Do. w1 Funng (4 Tical) — Makof - ‘(
**Phra Tao’’ (Boitle for Holy Water) — Weight, 29 grs. 1 Sl
2. AR. Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn (Rama V) — 1868-1910 A. D'
. 1 Tieal —Mark of ** Phra Kieo '’ (Coronet) — Weight, 284 grs. ‘
2. AR Do. ‘Do. . Do. — 1880 A.D.— 4 Ticals— Mark of"

" Grown" to the right, and of ** Chaw Rampeui”’ to laft — Weight, 938 grs.
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AV Phra Chawm Klao - Mongkut (Rama IV) —1851—1868 A. D.—Issned
October 1868 —*‘ Thong "I'ot”’ (Dos)— ;—g Tieal — Weight, 102 grs., o

Obverse: Crown supported by umbrellas with scrolls between, and with xays above.
Reverse: Tlephant in medallion, with bead frames.
AV Do. Do. Do.

Thong Phit— 3 Tieal — Weight, 54 grs.

Same design as in 1. on Obverse and Reverse.

. AV Do. Do. Do.

Thong 1’:deeungw—-£ Tical — Weight, 34 grs.

Same design as in 1. on Qbverse and Reverse.

AV Do. Do. Do.

1 Fuaang (% Tieal) — Weight, 29 grs.

Obverse: Laxge Crown with sprays of flowers on either side (not shown).
Reverse:  The letters ﬂvﬁﬂ’W]W 17" (Krung Thep), the Siamese nume for Bangkok,
in a bead frame {as shown).

AR Do. Do. Do.—{date of issue not known) — 1 Salung — Weight,
56 grs. '
Obverse: 4 marks— ** Chakr?’ above, Crown below, “‘Phra Tao’’ (Water-Bottle)
fo left and to right.

Reverse: Blank,

AE Phra Nang Klao (Rama III)—1824 — 1851 A. D).-—Copper Token, brought
to Siam by English merchant for possible use ns coin, but not accepted. Weight,
60 grs. ‘
Obverse; The words ** Lﬁﬂﬁ\l’ﬂ 7 (Muang Thai), the Siamese name for “‘Siam”’,
with 2 stars, one above and one below (not shown).

Reverse: A large lotus bloom, with the date @a&ed (1197) = 1835 A. D. below
(as shown). No value expressed.

7t012. AV Phra Chawm Klao (Rama IV) —1851— 1868 A. D. — Date of issue

13,

not known —2 Ticals (Weight, 465 grs.) tol Songpai (14% grs.), with milled edges.

Obverse: Crown, with umbrellas and leaf seroll on either side, in a beaded frame.

Reverse ; Elephant in » medallion formed of the “Chikr’’ surrounded by stars, one
for each ‘‘Fuang’ indicated ;: the whole in a beaded frame.

AV Do. Do. Do.—Date of issue not known—1 Fuang (% Tical) —
Weight, 31 grs.

Similar in design to above, but the Crown is mueh lzwger, and the edges are mot
milled.

Called *Biinnikan”, signifying a “‘Royal Gift"’,
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AV Phra Chawm Kiao - Monghkut (Rama IV) —1851—1868 A. D.—Issued
October 1868—** Thong Tot" (])os)— 15 ienl — Weight, 102 grs. .
Obverse: Crown supported by ambrellas with serolls betweon, and with rays above,
Reverse: Elephant in medallion, with bead frames.

AV Do. Do. Do.

Thong Phlt—-l“’ Tical — Weight, 54 grs.

Same design as in 1. on Obverse and Reverse.

AV Do. Do. Do.

Thong Pzdeeung—— £ 1pjen] — Weight, 34 grs.

Same design as in 1. on Obverse and Reverse.

AV Do. Do. Do. ‘ .

1 Fuang (% Tieal) — Weight, 29 grs.

Obuerse: Large Crown with sprays of flowers on either gide (not shown),
Reverse:  The letters ** ﬂg\TL'VI'W ) ** {Krung Thep), the Siamese name for Bangkok,

in & bead frame (as shown).

AR Do. Do. Do.—(date of issue not known) —1 Salung — Weight,
56 grs. .
Obverse : 4 marks — ** Chakr *? sbove, Crown below, ‘‘Phra Tao’ (Water-Bottle)

to left and to right.

Reverse - Blank.

AE Phra Nang Klao (Rama IITI)— 1824 — 1851 A. D. —Copper Token, brought
to Siam by English merchant for possible use as coin, bulnot aceepted. Weight,
60 grs.

-
Obverse: The words * lﬁJ?ﬂivl‘Vl Y (Muang Thai), the Siamese nume for “‘Siam”,

~ with 2 stars, one ahove and one below (not shown).

Reverse: A large lotus bloom, with the date @8676) (1197) = 1835 A. D, below
(as'shown). No value expressed.

Ti012. AV Phra Chawm Klao (Rama IV) —1851— 1868 A. D. - Date of issue

13.

not known —2 Ticals (Weight, 465 grs.) to 1 Songpai (144 grs.), with milled edges.
Obuverse : Crown, with umbrellas and leaf seroll on either side, in o beaded frame.
Beverse : Elephant in & medallion formed of the ‘*Chike” surrounded by stars, one

for each ''Fuang” indicated : the whole in a beaded frame.
AV Do. Do.

‘ Do.—Date of issue not known—1 Fuang (4 Tieal) ~
Weight, 81 grs.

Similar in design to nbove, but the Crown is much larger, and the edges are not
milled,

Called “'Binndkan', signifying a “Royal Gif",
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[
. AR Phra Chawm Kiao-Mongkut (Rama IV) —iwsl—1s6 A, 5, —
4 Ticals — Weight, 933 grs. ‘
Obverse: Crown, with umbrelln and leal seroll on each side, in a beaded frame,
Reverse; 'The words ﬂiqi N8 (Kingdom of Siaum) in & frame, and the words
“#Chang Tong Ming Pac” in Chinese around the frame : the whole surrounded by
an outer beaded frame.
2,8 &4. AR Do Do. Do.—1 Tieal {Weight, 281 grs.): 1 Sulung
(Weight, 59 grs.) : 1 Vuang (Weight, 28 grs.),
Similar in design to the gold issue described on Plate IIL, but the spokes of the
“Chithr" are larger. Called “Bannikan’’, or n ‘Royal Gift". .
5. AR Do. Do. Do.—Mexican Dollar (dated 1856) — Weight, 411 gs.
" Reverse siamped with “Mongkut’ {Crown) and **Chutla” (Discus), and placed in
use s curvency temporarily.
6&7. AE Do. Do. Do, —Att (% Fuang) —Weight, 108 grs. ; and
Solot ( ; Fuang ) — Weight, 54 grs.
Obverse: Crown on stand with supporting umbrellns and sprays of flowers
between them.
Reverse : Elephant in a medallion formed of the “*Chdkr’, in o beaded frame,
On the “Att” is written in Siamese '‘eight to the Fuang”, and in figares
“Foooon B0 on the Solot 16 to the Fuang’’, and “]715- ...... F*': and on both
the value in Chinese below.
8&9. AE Do. Do. Do.—4 Atts (& Fuang)— Weight, 283 grs, ; and
2 Atts ( Fuang) — Weight, 120 grs.
Obverse: Similar design to 6 & 7.
Beverse :  Similar design to 6 & 7, but the 4 Atts has the inseription “Fwo fo the
Fuang” in Sinmese and the figures “4.......F"; and on the 2 Atts is ““Four to
the Fuang”, and “}....... 3 ; with the value in Chinese in both cases.
10.

AV . Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn (Rama V) — 1868 —1910 A, D. —

"1 Fuang— Weight, 80 grs.

Obverse :  Bust of the King, with Inseription setting forth his Titles.

Reverse:  Slamese Crown, with rays, resting on a shield, with Royal Umbrellss as
supporters, and inscriptions to left, toright, and below, reading *‘Kingdom of Sism ;
“Vth Relgn’ ; and *“one TFuang® vespectively.
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KEY TO PLATE V.

AR Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn (Rama \/’)‘:«1868—.-1910 £D—
1 Tieal (Weight, 285 grs.) : 4 Tien! (Weight, 57 grs.) 1 § Tleal (Weight, 29 @s.).
Obverse: Crown resting on two Sinmese bowls, one inside the other, witly
Royal Umbrellas ag snpporters, but no lenl scrolls Letween,

Reverse: Elephant — Discus combination in a Deaded frame. The edges
are milled.

AR Do. Do. Do.—No. 2, % Tieal, cupped like a bowl, lor use in the
gambling-houses,

AR Do. Do. Do.—1 Tieal (Weight, 229 gm=.): 1 Tieal (Weight, 57
grs.) 3 Tieal (Weight, 28 grs.).

Obuerse: Bust of the King, with inscription vound it, setting forth his Titles.
Reverse: Siamese Crown with rays, and the “ Chitkr’’ and “Tii” emblems
beneath, the whole resting on a shield, with ‘‘lions>> and Umbrellns as soapporters,
and o seroll beneath., The background is formed of two draped fags on crossecl

poles. To the left the inscription *‘ Kingdom of Sinm **: to the right * the
Vth, reign*’: and at the bottom ‘‘one Tieal’’, all in Sinmese,

AR Do. Do.  Do.—1 Ticeal (Weight, 282 gvs.).

Similar to No. 5, except that the words of value ' one Tical " are smaller, and

undernenth them is expressed the year in Siamese * 122°° (1903-4),

AR Do. Do. Do.—1 Tieal (Weight, 281 grs.).

Similar to No. 6, except that the lettering of both the value and the date is
larger than in either No. 5 or No. 8.

AR Do. Do. Do.—% Tical (Weight, 587 grs.): and § Tieal (Weight, 28
ars.).

Both Obverse and Reverse similar in all respects to the Gold *'Fuang’ of
Plate IV No. 10.

AR Do. Do, Do.—1 Tieal (Weight, 284 grs.), similar to No, 5 with the
Siamese ingeription added °‘ Rong Krasib?’ (Royal Mint) to left, and 116 **
(1897) to vight, to ecommemornte the visit of H. M. the Queen of Siam fo the
Mint in that year.

AR Do. Do. Do.—1 Tieal (Weight, 282 grs.)—issued in 1908,

Obverse: Profile Bust of King with the inscription ‘* Chulalongkom * to left,
and “Siam Indra’’ (King of Siam) to right.

Rev‘frsa: Three-headed Tlephant, with ¢ Siam Rat’' (State of Simm) to left,
1

R, 8. 127" (1908-9) to right, and “Neung Bat" (one Tical) below.

Issued to commemorate the 41st, year of the ‘‘Tiecord Reign’ of King
Chulalongkorn (November 1908).

AE Do.  Do.  Do—;; Fuang (k Att)—Weight, 116 grs.

Obverse: Simmese Crown, resting on two bowls with Royal Umbrellas as
supporters.,

_Reva:?'se: Tl}g Blephant — Diseus combination, with the inseription above
in Sinmese “16 to the Fuang”, and the sume in Chinese below, Tothe

left, the value i%”, to the right “p.?

AE Dq. - Do Do,—No value expressed or known—Weight, 211 grs,
Design similar to Plate V No. 1, except that above the Crown are nys, ten Ort
either side; a-pd on the obverse the Tlephant is of stouter build. Possibly &
bronze model for the silver Ticqal just veferved to. The edge is milled,
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1.2.3. &4 AE Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn (Rama V)—1868-1910 A.D. —

4 Atts (Song pai), Weight, 838 gre.; 2 Atts (Pai), Weight, 170 grs.; 1 Afi,
Weight, 80 grs. ; § Atb (Solot), Weight, 40 grs. Minted in England.

Obyerse: 'The Royal Monogram 7. ﬂ 5. (Ch, P. R.) and the small Crown

with rays above. To the left, ‘*Krung Siam’’ (Kingdom of Siam): to the

right, ‘ Ritchakin thi ha’ {5th Reign).

Reverse:  Wrenth of lnurel leaves, with denomination and date in the centre,
g. '*8io ¢1 an fuang” (Sio, four to the Fuang), and C.8. 1236 (1874-5).

AE Do. Do. Do. —2 Afts (Pni), Weight, 170 grs.: 1 Att, Weight,

83 grs.: & § At (Solot), Weight, 41 grs. Tssued 1887. Minted ineEngland.

Obvérse :  Bffigy of King with inscription round it, setting forth his Titles.

Reverse 1 Allegovical figure of ‘‘'8iam’’, seated on a shield, and holding

8 sceptre. ’

On the Att—to lefi, ‘‘Neung”’ (one); to right ‘“ Att*’ (Att); underthe figure,

the date, C.8, 1249 (1887-8).

AE Do. Do. Do. —92 Atts (Pat), similar to No. 5, but with the

era changed from C.8. (Chula-Sakarat) to R.S. (Ratanakosin Hra), e.g.

122 (1903-4)—Weight, 179 grs.—This era dntes from the founding of Bangkok

in 1782, but was only introduced in 1889,

9.10.11.12Nickel Do. Do. Do. —20 Satang, Weight, 98 grs.: 10 Satang,

13, -

14. & 15

16.

Weight, 61 grs.: 5 Satang, Weight, 44 grs.: 24 Satang, Weight, 29 grs.—
Issued in 1898.

Obverse : Three-hended elephant in the centre, with ““Siam Anachak®
(Kingdom of Siam) above, and *‘Sok 116" (the year 116) below: leaf-serolls
between the words.

Reverse: A large figure of value in the centre e.g. @0 (10), with the value
in letters above, e.g. ‘sib Satang’® (ten Satang): lent serolls round the border
as before.

AE Do.. D. Do. —1 Satang (cent), Weight, 70 grs.

Obverse: Ingseription in Siamese ** Siam Rit? (State of Siam) “ 1 Su.tfmg”
Reverse: Representation of ‘ Chikr’ containing the date ‘R. 8. 127’ (1908-9).
Nickel Do. Do.  Do. —>5 Satang (cents), Weight, 80 grs. : 10
Satang (cents), Weight, 52 grs.

Obverse & Reverse similar to No. 18, with the exception of the value.

Nickel Do, Do. Do. —10 Satang (cents), Weight, 51 grs. Similar
to No. 15, but the Rewerse has the date in figures only, e.g. 129, and the
lettera ‘R.87 omitted,









KEY TO PLATE VIL

1.2&3. AR Phra Paramen Maha Vajiravudh (Rama VI) — 1910 — A.D,

5. &6.

1 Tical, Weight, 281 grs.; & Tieal (2 Salung), Weight. 115 grs.; { Tical
(Salung), Weight, 56 grs. .
Obperse : Bust of King looking to vight, with inscriptions in Siamese (a) to left,
“ Mpha Vajiravudh,” (b) to right, ** Sinm India ™ (King of Siam).
Reverse: Three-Headed Elephant with inscriptions (a) to left, ‘ Sinm Rat >
(State of Siam); (b) to right, date *‘ 2460 (1917—18); (¢) below, '‘Neung
Bat " (one Tical), or * Song Saleung’ (2 Salung), or *‘ Neung Snleung” (one
Halung).
AE Do. Do. Do.—1 Satang (Cent)—Weight, 77 grs.
Obverse: Imscription ‘‘Siam Rit” (State of Siam) ‘1 Satang?’.
Reverse: Representation of the ‘Chikr’, containing the date ‘D, §. 2463" =
B. E. 2468 (1920-21).
Nickel Do, Do. Do. —b Satang (Cents), Weiézht, 81 grs. : 10 Satang
(Cents), Weight, 54 grs,
Obverse & Reverse similar to No. 4, with the exception of the value.
Nickel Do. Do. Do.—5 Satang (Cents), Weight, 81 gra.
Obverse Similar to No. 5, but Reverse has date with figures only, thus ¢ 2463°7
(1920-1}, and no ern is expressed.

This only oceurs on coins minted in the above year,
Bank Note, value one Tieal, issued by the Chartered Bank of Indin, Australin
& China in Bangkok prior to the issue of Government Notes in 1902. TUndated .
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KEY TO PLATE VIIL

Six types of Cowrie-shells, all of equal value, usedin Siam ’_from time
immemorial as Currency, as follows:—

1. Bia Plong 2. Bia Kaa 3. Bia Chan

4. Bin Nang 5. Bia Moo 6. Bia Pong Lom.
The value varied intermittently between 200 and 1600 to the Fuang (% Tical),
but in the XIXth century it was usually fixed at 800 to the Funang, or 100
to the Att. Their use was discontinued in 1862.
Bia Bus and Bin Tum are not shown.
Three types of Brass, or Bronze, ‘Pee’, used in Siam originally as gambling
counters, but also as small change for genernl purposes.
Probably XVIIIth and XTXth centuries.
No. 7 represents 1 Fuang (8 atts): the other two have no value expressed.
Six types of Porcelain ‘Pee’, used for the same purposes as indicated above.
Nos. 11. & 12 have a value of 1 Salung (16 atts) and 1 Fuang (8 atts) respec-
tfvely, and show a well-known portrait of Queen Vietoria. No. 13 shows a
Value of 1 Snlung (16 atts): No. 14 is (conjecturally) 25 Cowries: and

No. 15 is sald by Mx. Haas to be ﬁ (? ﬁli) of a Song Pai (4 atts).

All the above ‘Pee’ were issued, not by, but with the authovity of, the
Government.



Plate VIII










KEY TO PLATE IX.

Phra Chawm Klao - Mongkut (Rama IV)—1851—1868 A. D).

Paper-Currency issned in 1853 {for the first time in Siam).

Bluish, wove, unwatermarked Paper, 14 ecm. x 10,2 cm.

Value 4 Tamleung (16 Ticals).

Rectangular Borders of flowers and leaf-sorolls, with inseriptions (—*‘ Pay 4

Tamleung (16 Ticals) to the beaver of this note. Keep this note cavefully, so that

its value mny never be lost’’. ‘Chik” and ‘Crown’ seals super-stamped in red,
Do. Do. Do.

Reverse of similar Paper Currency.

Value 10 Tamlenng (40 Tieals). Back-ground of leaf-scrolls with Royal Seal

super-stamped in red. Above wriften in ink, * Zwei (?) Money 40 tienls”, and

helow, “*8.P.P.M. Monghkut’s 8rd year'’, both in His Majesty’s own hand-writing.

. Tour values are known, viz,, 8 Ty, (12 Tes.); 4 Tg. (16 Tes.); 6 Tg. (24 Tes.);

and 10 Tg. (40 Tes.).
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KEY TO PLATE X.

Phra Chawm Klao - Mongkut (Rama IV)—1851—1868 A. D.
Paper Currency of lesger value than as shown on Plate IX.
Bluigh, wove, unwatermarked Paper, 8.7 em. x § em.

Value '‘1 Salung'’, expressed thug ~——|—
]
Rectangular borders of leaf scrolls, with value inseribed in 11 different languages,
including Latin,
‘Chaky’ and ‘Crown’ seals super-stamped in red.
Do. Do. 4Do.

Reverse of similar Paper Cmrency. Value ‘1 Fuang’’, thus —l———
9]
Rectangular bead-border with inscription :—

“‘Kindly use this note in place of the one Fuang coin. The Chief of the Royal

Trensury will puy this amount to the beaver, who presents it for payment any day

between the bours of noon and 8 o’clock in the afternoon at the hairacks in the

Royal Palace'. .

Royal Seal super-stamped in red.

N. B. Five values are known, viz., 1 Tical, é’].‘ica,l, —2 Tical, } Tical, and § Tical.
Do. Do. Do. .

Thick, eream, unwatermarked paper, 10.8 em, x 8.5 cm.

Value expressed, 1 Chang 10 Tamleung (120 Ticals).

Tuseription on one side only, the reverse being blank.

Border of scroll-work, with inseription :—** A voyal gift of 1 Chang 10 Tamleung

. [Qle]
in money”’. Value in figures as well, thus —~—. Number of note in lower

left corner, with Réyu,l Monogram super-stamped in blue. In upper left corner
octagonal Royal Crown Seal in plain relief. To the right, ‘‘Ch&kr’’ and *‘Crown?’
Seals super-stamped in red.

N. B. 11 values are known, viz., 8, 4, 5,7, 8,10, 12, and 15 Tg.; 1 Chang; "
I Ch. 5§ Tg.,and 1 Ch, 10 Tg.












KEY TO PLATE XI.

Phra Paramin Maha Chulalongkorn (Rama V)—1868—1910 A. D,
Paper Currency issued in 1874, Stout, , oream  wove, 14.7 em. x 9.3
em.~Value 1 Att. )

Reatangular frame of leaf-scrolls with value written in Siamese in large black
letters, thus ‘ Value one Att’, ‘

Laxge round Roya! Seal embossed in plain velief, with smaller, rectangular seal
to left, also in plain velief.

In the top lett eorn'er the number in black ink, and to the lower right, the
number again, in words, algo in black ink.

The reverse is blank.

Do. Do. gbi Do.

Bank Note, value one Ticul, issued by the Hongkong & Shanghal Bank, prior
to the Issue of Government Notes in 1902—Dated July 1st. 1890.











