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Vegetation of Koh Lom,
A small rocky island west of Koh Chang.

By D, Jous, Scaun
(TRANSLATION).

Facing the smea, towards the west, the vock falls straight
down into the water, ity rhm here wing fringed with oystera: on
the aide facing Koh Chang there is o strip of sandy bench where
are foynd henps of coval fragments; here, on the beach, there is,
however, no vegetation by reason of the harshness of the waves and
the monsoon.

I collecbed wll the higher plants growing on the island.
Curiously enough Awicenniv officinulis T is meb with here, n
gpecimen grows ab the northorn extremity of the istand ; its respira-
tory roots, usuadly tall and well developed, ave here thin aml
shrivelled.  Terminadic batoppe, which rarely is mnigsing on the
consby, grows also here, on o spob o littte farther np than A vieamin,
Still farther up on the voek one seos a large-leaved Fions whose toots
ponetrate deoply into the eracks of the rock, on tho top of whieli there
grows a specimon of the small rvubinceous tres, -Movinde cirifolic
T, Several kinds of bushes are found such us Colubrina asiaiicn
(L) Brogn., with Houting fruits, and another kind, Lremnd,
integrifolia, with bhin, fresh green leaves which had quite recently
appeared, also o small tree, Guellurdu speciosy L, conspicuaus by ibs
naked branches besring ab their exlremibies diminutive leaves, just
unfolding. The commonest planb of the island is probably Ipomoe:
glaberrima Boj, whose wouldy, and often very long, stems are seen
“crawling over the western side of the rock. Next comes a stiff.
leaved fern, Stenochluena pulusiris (L), which I have mob with on
sandy coasts 'elsmvhere, and ancbher crawling plant, Memremio
wmbellate Hallier, var, ortentalis Mallier, with fresh- green leaves
A prers;ceu.c-. with waxy leaves, Muriscus albescens (Jaud., grows in
the cracks of the rock whers ite roots formi a black-brown malbed
mass that sucks up the water; if one bears up this mabbed mass
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it comes away without lenving any trace of mould on the rock, The
lnsb, twelveth, of the higher plants is & grass, Lepturus repens B,
which has root-striking offshoots issuing from a solid central purtﬁon,_
ity leaves are very small, waxy, competely folded up and with big
cowpressed  sheaths,  Crustaceous lichens grow on the strongly
heated surface of this rocky island as well as o single specimen of

moss,

A sea-eagle has ity nest on the istand, hesidos that I did nofb
see any obher land antmals excopb bhe common big red anby wluch

wele very aggressive. ’

Major E. Seidenfaden has very kindly translated the above note
from Danish. It was writben many years ago by Dr. Johs, Schmidt,
now Divector of the Carlshorg Lahoratory, Copenhagen, who in
1809-1800 visited Koh Chang during the stay of the Danish Bx-
pedition in Sium,  In o peviod of three months Dr, Johs, Schmidt
made very extensive botanical collections on the island and in the
surrounding. soa, obtaining 1513 species of plants of which 194
- were new o seience. Even ab that thme Dr. Schmidt showed the hent
for marine work which has since made his natne famous, the plankton
Tova 6f the Gull hoing well rvprcsented in his collections. The note
on the vegotation of Koh Lom is voluable as it gives a complote
Jist of of Lhc higher phm[ﬁ of that isfet and is, therefore, a record
for u)mp;u' ison witl auy fulure investigation. Seversl of the plants
menbioned ém_l be recognized in the amconnp&nying.pho!);ogmpl;,.
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Vegetation of Kol Lom in March 1500,

On the left side is Terminalic Kafappa, in young teaf.  On the central part of the island is

Morinda eitrifolia.  The herbaceous plants are Stenochlaena polustris, Ipowmea glaberrima and
Mariscus albescens.  The white belt at high water limit consists of oysters.






