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Annual Report for 1928,
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The yenr has heen an cventful one, and the revival of interest
in the affairs of the Socicty, veforred to in previous annual veports,
“has been more than sustained.  Tis Majesty the King, the Patvon,

with Ter Majesty the Queen, again honoured the Soecisty by being
present ab the general meeting in October, when Dr. Hans Koester
lecbured on the veligion of Shaktism, [

The most important event for the fubure of ths Society has
been the proposal ol the Couneil, approved by the members ab a
‘special general meeting, to vaise funds for the erection of a building
for the Society.  The scheme hag been successfully launched owing
to the generous financial support and the intervest taken by IHis
Majesty the King, and Their Royal Higlmesses, The Prince of Nugara
Svarga, Prines Danrong and the Prinee of Kambaeng Bejra, The
unexpected offer by the Govermment of a site ab 2 nominal rental, to-
which further rveference will be found later, has added to the
contidence with which it is hoped that the Soceicty will own a
suitable home at no very distant date. '

MEMBERSHIR,

Dr. Maleoln Smith was clected an Honorary Member in
recognilion of his services to natural history in Siam,

During the year the number of ovdinary members elected was
SL, as compued with 23 in 1927, 80 in 1926, and 47 in 1925 (the
Year when 24 members of the former Natural History Society were
elected to the Siam Society a8 the result of the amalgamation).
There were 30 resignations and 5 removaly from membership, and
the death of Monsicur Réau the French Minister, has to be recorded
With vegret. The mumber of ordinary members was thus reduced®y &.
"The deaths of two Honorary Members, Mr, A. J. Irwin and Majou
B’Ioultcm, and of one Corresponding Member, Mr, B. O. Cartwright,
.ha*VG also to be recorded with regret. My, Irwin and Mr. Cartwright
:Wet‘e both active members of the -Society for mamy years bcfor

F-henﬁ' retirement from Siam,
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The membership on January 1st. 1929 was :—

Honorvary Carresponding Life Orvdinavy Freo

21 11 2 209 3
1'na,king a total of 246, as compared with 288 in 1927, 253 in 1024,
260 in 1925, and 238 in 1924.

Tug CoUNCIL,

Mr. T.. Brewitt-Taylor, whose work has heen of great value,
retired owing to pressure of other duties, and the smme eause was
respongible for the resignation of Mr. V. H. Jaques from the posi-
tion of Honorary Treasurer. Mr. J. Burnay rvesumed his position as
Honorary Librarian on his return from leave. H. R. I1, the Prince
of Kambaeng Bejra joined the Council by virtue of his position as
Leader of the Travel and Transport Section. The following were
co-opted members of the Council: Mr, C. J. House (as Honovary
Treasurer), Mr. E. Wyon Smith and Mr. E. J. Godfrey, Mujor
Ladell and the Honorary Secretary were absent on leave during a
portion of the yem

Sixteen Council meetings were held, compared with thirteen
in 1927

It was felt that the finances of the Society had nol heen
receiving sufficient attention, and a committee consisting of Phya
Indra Montri, Mr. R. 8. le May, with the Honorary Seerctary and
Honorary Treasurer, was appointed to take the matter in hand, It
reported that the Society was not living strictly within its income
and that expenditure should be cut down. A budget for 1920 wag
submitted, and it was suggested that the Finance Committee should
become a permanent body, serutinising all proposed expenditure, before
it was submitted to the Council. These recommendations were
agreed to, and it was decided that a budget be prepared annually,

DICTIONARY.

The compilation of the Siamese-English-French dictionary,
which was commenced in 1927, wag continued. Valuable notes on
Siamese words compiled by Mr. E, J. Walton were made available o ’
the committee. '
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NATURAL HisTory MUSBUML

In the Report for 1927 it was mentioned that a committee
was appointed to report on the cstablishment of a Natural History
Museum, After consideration of the report, the Council resolved
that the Minister of Commerce and Communications should Dbe
approached on the subjecs, with the suggestion that the proposed
museum be incorporated with the Government Eeonomic Museum.
De. Hugh McCormick Smith and Mr. A. Mavcan joined the committee,
which prepared a fresh report from this view-point. The memo-

randum, having been approved, was subwmitted as planned.

ExcHaNGEs,

The committee appointed in 1927 to examine the question of
exchange of publications with other societies presented their report
which was passed by the Couneil.

Trig 257H, ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE SOCIERY,

The Socieby hag so far had only temporary accommodation, and
has frequently been faced svith the problem of finding new quarters,
which at thmes has occasioned grave concern,  During the year Poh
Yome House was sold, but other temporary rooms were obtained ab
the Chulalonglkorn University, being kindly offered by I H. Prince
Dhani, Minister of Public Instraction. It was felt that the Society
needed o suitable building of its own, if it were to take its proper
place in the intellectual life of the counbry. After deliberation, the
Couneil decided thab the anniversary could be most fittingly celebra-

ted by the erection of a home,

The project, involving an expenditure of Baht 85,000 exclu-
sive of site, was passed by a special general meeting of members on
October 17th.  An appeal was subsequently civeulated, in which the
gratifying announcement was made that a suitable plob of land be-
tween the Saowabha Institute and the Chulalongkorn University, at
the present time parb of the site which the University leases from
His Majesty, had been kindly offered by H. H. the Minister of Public
Tnstruction for the Society’s use on a long lease at a®10minal rental,
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it sufficient funds were fortheoming to proceed with the huilding. At
the end of the year about Baht 16,000 had alveady buin suhserilpal
or promised, so that the scheme appears to be assured of suceess,

CONGRESSES,

The President represented the Society abt the celebration of
the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Royal Batavia Su-
ciety of Avts and Letters, and received the honour of being cleetid
an Honorary Member of the Society.

Mr. W. A, Graham, a past President, represented the Soviety
at the International Geographical Congress at Cambridge in Jun,

=

and vead a paper entitled « The Races of Further India.”

(OENERAT. MEETING.

Dr. Hans Koester vead a paper on the Religion of Shaktlism
in October, when Their Majesties the King and Queen honowred the
meeting by their presence.

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT SECTION,

A meeting was held in March under the leadership of the
Prince of Kambaeng Bejra, when a paper on the <« Hill routes ho-

)

tween Pitsanuloke and Lomsak ” was read, prepared from the digry
kept by Mr. L. J. Robbins, formerly of the Vajiravudh College. The
paper was illustrated by photographs and a short cinematograph
flm.

SECTION oF FINE AND APDLIED ARTS.

A session was held in May, when My le May lectured on

i o . s
Chinese porcelain. A number of specimens were exhibited to illus-
trate the paper.

NaTvraL Hisrory SECTION.

At a meeting in  August, Dr. Hugh McCormick Smith éxhi-
bited specimens of fish and flying squirrels, Dr. A. F. ¢, Kerp shew-
ed a number of planty, and Mr. - A, Marcan read g paper on the
Mangroves of Stam. : '
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THE JOURNAL,

Two parts of the Journal were issued, Vol. XXI, part 8,
and Vol. XXII, put I Vol XXII, part IT, was in the press at the
cloge of the year.

Vol, XX, part 3, contained the fully illustrated and import-
ant paper on the excavations at Pong Tilk and their importance for
the ancient history of Siam, by Professor . Ceedés, and a contri-
bution to the Problem of the Siamese alphabet by Professor De, T,
Otto Schirader, Vol XXII, part I, brought to a elose the extracts ap-
pearing in previous numbers of the English correspondence of King
Monglkut, and the interesting story of Wat Benchamabopitr as re-
lated by H. I H. Frince Damrong.  This part was accompanied by
a series of plates of the Images of the Buddha o be found within
the cloisters of the tewmple, and o full list of the images was also.
printed with the paper.

One Natwral Iistory Supplement was published, Vol VII,
part 8. Included in it was av account of the physieal feabures
and vegetation - of Kao Tan, the most isolated ijsland in the
Gulf of Sinw, by Do A PG Kerr and a paper on Birds from
the Rahaeng district by Mr. F. N. Chasen and Mr. C. Boden Klogs.

Professor Ceedés edited the Journal throughout the year, and -
My, I J. Godlvey continued to ack a8 Assistant Editor, in charge of
the Natural History Supplement.

Frorae SiAMensis ENUMERATIO.

Tt was found possible to carry oub the publication of Part IIT
of the ahove worlks, and it is hoped to proceed with the suceceding
parts as soon as possible, ) - ‘

RECEPTION.

On the oceasion of Professor Finot's visit to Siam in July, the
President and Council gave an At Home in his honogr, to which the
members - of the Society were invited. Accommodation at the .
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Chulalongkorn University was kindly made available, and a warm
welcome was extended to Professor Finot, who has been a Corves-
ponding Member of the Society since its inception, and was elected
an Honorary Member in 1923,

- . Excugrsioss,
To the vegret of the Couneil it was not found feasible to
arrange any excursions as in some preceding years. It is hoped, how-

aver, that it will be possible to arrange one, if nob two, during 1929,

Grres,

The following gifts have heen received during the year for
the Society's libvavy : From H. R, H. the Princess of U'thong, a copy
of Bhuddhameamai ; from T, M. Chao Phya Sarisakdi Montri, & copy
of Niras Mwang Lwang Prabang ; from Dr. Hans Koester, a copy of
his work datlroposophy tn Indie ; from Major Erik Seidenfaden a
copy of his paper, Some Notes on the Siamese drmy ; and from M.
O'Neill a copy of his translation, L'he Nalural and Political Hislory
of the Kingdom of Siam 1688, by Gervaise.
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Statement of Receipts and Expenditure of The Siam Society for the Year 1928.

Receipts. Tes. Stgs. Expendifure.
To Balance brought forward from 1927 . 1,754.37 1 By Furnilfure‘ and Fittings
,» Subscriptions received for 1926 Tes. 25.00 ,» Eleetric Current
do. do. 1927 us 250.00 s Clerl.{’§ wages
do. do. 1998 ., 5,000.00 ., Coolie’s wages
do. do. 1929 vs 125.00 5,400.00 § ,, Postages—Hon. Treasurer
.. .. 300.00 § ., Postages—Hon. Secretary

To One life-membership subscription
Surplus on foreign exchange .. ‘ -
Tea to M. Finot (contributed by Council) .. .. . 161.00 Tetreshments at lectures 1in 1927
Otto Harrasowitz—afc sales 1927 .. .. 74108 7 {in 1928

. Sales of Journals .. .. 1,056.00§ ., Books bound for library

11.51 1 ., Rent for rooms
»

27

1 £ Natural Hisfor Ioulnals . .. 255.50 & ,, Filing cards for DlCtlon'uv
. 23123 gf \Ia(;n chtlonm; . e 21.40 ¢ ,, Lantern slides and phofowmphs fo1 1ectule
:: Sales of Craib’s Flora of Siam . . 991.15 1 ,, Blocks and plates for Joarnal

., Sales of Stamp catalogue .. .. .. %i.QQ »» Printing Craib’s Flora Part 8

Interest on current ajc 33.47§ . Printing Journals
: »» Printing Authors separates

oy bt‘monelv, including postcards ..
» Addressing wrapping, forwarding ete. of Socletv
pubhe'ltlons, cucuLus ete.

»» Printing posteards and nofices ..

s Po\t(mes on forwarding Journals

., Fire In\mmlce Pxemxum

Books purch'xsed and sccessories for lantern

Cost of removal from Poh Yome House

Bundneg fmd lorry hire

August 31st 19%

Expen=es ot representuative at G—eonmplnml
Congress, Cambridge

¢ 7 . Total Expenditure
e —— Bualance carried forward to 1970
Tes. 10,075.79

th
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X1
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79

Examined and found to agree with the books and vouchers.

G. B. BROOKS. Bangkok, Febrnary 1929. C. J. HOUSE, Hou.

No. of Members as at 31st December 1928.—Honorary 21§ -  Subscriptions outstanding.—1927 Tes.
Corresponding 11, Life 2, Ordinary 209, Free 3, Total 246. Total Tes. 275.

-

Tes.

Treasurer.

50, 1928

Tes.

225

225,






