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Adversaria of Elephant Hunting, (together with 
an account of all the rites, observances and 
acts of worship to be performed in connection 
therewith, as well as notes on vocabularies 

of spirit language, fake or taboo language 
and elephant command words). 

llY 

PHYA INDRA MoN1'm SmcHANDRAKUilrAnA 

(ITHANCli> H. GILES). 

VrcE-PRESJDEN'r OF' 'l'HE SrAAI Soom'lT. 

Secret rites & 
All professions have their secrets the key to which: 

observances iH held hy the master craftsman, and the profession 
divulged to of elephant-lnlllting iH no exception to the rule. TJ1e . 

wrlte1•. casual observer looking on at the silent and methodi-

cal actions of the lltell engaged .in the opemtion or hunting 

would Le quite nruLWl1l'e of the extraorclimtry rites and cere­

monies which have to he ohset·ved 11ml of the cmnplexity of their 

natul'e. EleplJUnt men do not tttlk or tll esc matters, they are too 

clcmely interwoven with their lives. They hnve a ,qacrcd mettlliiJg and 

elmmcter for them. One oJ' the llHLster cmrtsmon Oj)Cned the door 

to the seemts with hiH key t1ud tile full c:hamcter and nrt-tme of the 

ceremonieR to bu obRery9d wns revealed to the Wl'iter, who baR 
.: ' 

ventured to rec:m'.·d tlJeJH M· thiR p11pcr. He felt tlw.t an accmmt of 

whnt takes place might· h(; intet·esting not only to those' who probe 

into the tangled uJass of ancient beliefs in an endeavour to ascertain 

how man has thought a,ncl a.cted, but also to members of the 

Simn Society. 'L'he introduction of railways and roads, hidden by 

the dni:lt of motor traffic:, into the provinces of the Korat plateau and 

the seaboard provinces will in the course of a :few years cause men 

to chnnge their methods or earning a livelihood and the profession 

of elephant hunting will become a thing of the past. Tl1e new 

generation will know nothing of how their forefathers voluntarily 

faced the dangers of the hunt and by what means and by what 
" ' 
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powers they nttemptecl to protect themsulvcs front tlwsu tlaHg•~rs 

ttrising from causes seen antl unseen. 

'rhis paper forms partR v and VI of 11 rmpor I lmvo writ:.!.ml 

attempting to give reasons for t:.ho gre11t esteem arHl rus]HH:t eerL;ti n 

cla,ssec; of eleph11nts are held in by the peoples of Asin,, 11nrl wltm·,~l'lll'n 

the fortunes and prosperity of a country and it::; roy;d ho11so :tro 

hound up with the posse~Hion of oleplmnts of noble and di:-;tingnislw<l 

linen,ge. 'rhe original paper doalH with tho position of the ulupltant 

in mythology, in the J·atn,lm or Bnddlut birth :-;toriuH, in history, :uHl 

gives a description o£ 11 noble or distinguished eloplmnt known to 

Euror)ea,ns ns the White elephant, but tLH tho pttpur l'lltJH to gn~:tt 

length I ha.ve decided to ask thu .Siam Sociuty to ;wr:t;pt :wd pri11L 

thiH portion first. 

Habitat of Eleplm11tH livu in tt wild Rtttte iu lllOHt p:tt'liH ot ~imn 

elephant. :tnd Bm·m<1,' bnt with the nxten:-;ion ol' r:niLiv;d;ioJI and 

tho cutting down of forest timber, fH'O mnch tronhlud by thu eon­

serpwnt reHtrieting of the forest bmlH in which lihuy uutke thnir 

homes. The :wtu,Ll number of wild t~h!ph:1llts in tlliH t~llllllLl'Y ttJ-dn.y, 

proh<Lbly, does not uxcuecl :~,000, hrol(()n up in Hlll'tll hm·,[:-; ol' l'l'lllll 

20 to 200. Iu ceutml Sittm, esp~lcially in th;J r\ire!tiS ol' Pt';Lr:llill 

<tncl Aynrlhyft, whuro nut lll!Lll.Y yu;tr.~ lmek o1w wonld t't·t~qtwnt.ly 

muet lwrcls o[ Hmui-wilcl elephn,ntH Ln·owsing on tho i>l'lltlH :uul 

lnmheR and eating the pncldy-c:t·op, lH1rdly mt tLniHu11 IS 1,:) lw 11t1d; 

with to-cl;ty. 'l'lw:-;e Hemi-wilcl :tuinw.ls were thoHtl wltieh t·.anw 

nnder the eoutrol of the Hoy<tl Elephu,nt Dep11rtnwnt (m:wwcr ;n~) 11nd 

were driven to t,he gt·e;1t elepht1nt kmttl 11t A.yutlhy;t on thu 

oecnsion of 11 roy:1l eluphant, drive or hunt. 'l'he bst ol: tlwso roya,l 

clt·ives took placb in I DO() when tlw Dnke of Turin vi:-;itml this 

country. Since th11t yet1l' theRe herds have not b:::en muleHtLJtl m· 

diRtmbi:icl for. 11 roy11l ch·ive, but hnve been forcud lmck to the fm·oHts 

bOl'dering the gl'el1t eentn1l paddy plain. 

Types & 'l'hm·e are. Hovel'i1l typi:iH of elophantH kt1uwu nn::let· 

classification. ditl'erent uames in thiH eountry. Tho:-;t; with peeulit1r 
• 
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dt<ll'rtetm·isties tH't~ Uw "1011 ~lAt]" (dil:ltinguislwd or noble elephant), 

t.hmm of <~olour different from type "iflJ ih/~llil" (the cololll' varittnt 

1dup1Hmt), tbm;e \vith a l>hek: Hkin ancl naill:l, the "1!11 !14~:w" (the black 
(dephttnt) as wull rts animals of the ordinary type, amongst which, 

lloweYer, thoro is fonwl n Ltmkless variety known tLfl the "Nrii'J", 
this anilllal ll:wing· :1 slwl't. tooth pl'Otruding from the jttw in plttcc of 

i l t l '1'1 •. " . t . ~ w ·mH. .. w "lirlili'J pm;soflses gro:t· conmge, sttgctcJty :1nd Rtreugbh, 
is 1nostly llNl!d in eluplumt lnmtfl, for. tiurce battles between the tame 

and Lht\ wild nniuml :Lre not inJ'l'ertnent. 'l'lw male elephant is 

known tLfl a "Mll't.J" (llbi) nml the foumle rLR "f;/'f' (ptwg). They are 

giyun lltLilWH like lmmtm heiug;; with the diKtinguiflhing Hex 

pmfix of "Ai" o1· "Eo", lmt g:·m1tm: respeet is pttid to the femttle 

1'01' slw is ft'UijlWiltly tWCOI'dud trw higher t.it]e of "!!~", whereas the 

llmle is tW\'L\1' c:tllud "W'Itt.J". White eleplmnts and tlw~>e of peeulin,r 

.Jillonr wlJell in tlw po;;sussion of n lllOll:1l'Ch tLre given high ntnk 

~~lli'I'I~S[HllHlillg' to t.iLluH l:olll'ul't'e<l OIL dignit<trieH of the St<tte, such 

1lH Pliya niH! l'ht·lt. Jt would suu111 Jrom an uxt111lin<ttiou of 11 list of 

flws1\ LiLI1~s Llutt a fulltalu ult~phant W<lfl JHW<,~l' gi\'en a title higher 
' 

j,Jmll LlmL ol' l'hra., hnt, wns eln.~c;iliud nH "'W l1i"'Jd~'LJ l'illf'. 

Mythological 'l'IJn Sittlllc~su lmn; <Liso nccepte1l tho lndin.n rli \'iHion 

beliefs. 

tl:tstu sysLum. 'l.'hu Ht·st <LIH1 h.iglwst eM;tos f1l'O tlwHe of tlw lint)ngc 

t)r Bmlntut a.nrl wm·u liJ•tllliJitlnted from the 1-\ pettLlH tLnr1 24 

portion;; of tho stJ1111Ull of the gol(len lotufl whieh grew from 

the IULV<JI ~of 'NaJ.'ILY<1lH't <wcl were presented by him to Lol'd 

i')ivtt 011 Mrmnt Ku.ilu.l:lfL, who in his tmn gttve them to the 

Nnpt·enw Lord Bmhum. 

(Imt·ohitas) of elopktuts. 

'l'hey nre the Bl':thmalll:l or prim;ti:l 

'J'lw p:lRROflsion of eleplmnts of the 

line<tge of Brn,lnnu. U;Hsm·es longevity ttncl wiRrlorn to their OWJlers. 

'L'he Ksluttriytt Cttsto waR tmu;;rnnted from the 8 portions of the 

Hbtnloll ncceptecl by the i"m·d 8ivn hom Nar1ty1tlllL. 'rlwy pusHuss 
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royal attributes and virtueH. 'l'lw poHHUH:>ion of dt~plltiiJL:> of !lu· 

lineage of Sivn, ussmefl wualth am] powm: to t!Juir ow1wrs. T!J,. 

Vaisaya class was tra.n~nmted from tliu 8 portions of tlw sbmtl\ll of 

the original lotus given by the Lord Sin1 til tlw Lord \'isltnu. Tlu~y 

possess the qualities of mercy and love iu tlw smuu dugrun a;; \' i1·dllll1 

the preserYer. They are the ccnmlwreitd nml ttgrienltund r~a;;tu ol: 

the elephants, and their poHsession as;;nreH victnry m·t:r tdl nYil and 

freedom from w11nt. The Sndm cla;;s ll'tt.s trtHJsnmtutl from tltn 1 :la 

portions of the stamen of the origimtllotus gin:u by tltt> Lurd 8iYtL 
to Agni wben in a.ttembuce on the three grun,t lordH nt tl11: tiwn of 

Narayana presentillg the gulden lotw> to the Lord Sivtt. Tliu:·H> or 
the lineage o[ Agni posst~ss both lwil ttml goocl tpmlitieH :tL varimHw 

one with the other; they nre the Swlms or sm.·v.ilo cnstu of tl11' 

elephants, ftlHl tl1eir possession ellsUl'es the UJ1joym.t!llt of llllttel'in.l 

plemmres aml plenty. 

ElephuntR· descended from these four lilll:agus tH'I\ ttgain 

subdivided into numerons cht.sseH, ench clttss having its own pmmlittJ' 

attributes, form nncl colour. 

The first 'l'be first of all elephants lH tho lllltgllifiennt 

elephant. Airavttta, the riding nncl war elephant or tlw 

Lord Inclra. H.eferences to this ttllilllal artl frequent in Hindu 

Mythology nnd the Rarnayana. Iu the Siumeso vursiou lw is 

represented 11s ha.ving gg heads in eonsonaneo with tlio a:~ 
A ,( 

he11venly states ([i]l'J[i]~~ ). In Indin he only possmJReH mw and sumo-

times three heads, representing the :3 great lordH, Bmlnua., Vishnu 

and Siva. The reputation of the groat Aimvuttt has been to 

some extent transcended in Buddhist countries by tlw 11oble 

elephant "0hVodch1nta". It is more than probable t!Jat tho Latin, 

"elephantus, elephas, elephantis", and the Greek "eleplms, elephantos": 

are mere conuptions of the Sanskrit word Airavata, sometimes 

pronouneed "er:o~,vanna, eravata, and erav11nta". The eJepbunt, :fi]]s 

an important. place on the stage. of the former birt.hs of Buddha, 

the Enlightened One. 'l'he most notable stories are :-The V essantartt 
,.. 
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.. IILtt~k~t; 'l'hu .SihwftJHLg<t ,Jtttnlm; the I\'bti Pas:1kn, Jataka, and the. 
( ~Ita!ldanbt ;Jntalm. 

The White Tlw posRussimJ of a white elophant by 11 king was an 

elephant a U\.t!llt of great inlpurtttnce and somet.imes was the C!Luse 
cause of war. . 

ol w:u·. Iu .Si1tll1 ese history there are several irmtances 

of t!Ji:-:, notnhly tho att<tck by King Bayin-Naung of Hamsavadi 

on JGug l\lnha Ulmkt'<tpati of Siam, towa,rds the end of the sixteenth 

(~tmtnry. 'l'lw c~ntry of 11 white oleph;Lnt into the capit11l was marked 

with g'l'tJ<tt pUHlp ILIHl cermnony, religiunH u.ml. secnlu.r, the ceremonies 

in th ui 1' llllti n ftHttnrus being· Brnluninicttl. At one time these 

aninu1ls were tJ't!tttt~d ttfl being of kingly l'<Lnk dne to their being 

of tlw Iinettge of the gt·en.t lot·!ls as bl'ietly described above. 

Lullabies It nmy uot htl genernlly known that after the Cttptme 

sung. of n whitu OJ' noblo ru1d distinguished aninu1l, lullahit~S 

wet·u c:ompoHc~d arul snng to lllltke it :sleep, the theme of the 

<'Olllpcmitiun lwing· in prni~o-Hl of its high qua,lities, ttnd eulogies 

wom also HHllg' t.o Wt!ttll it l't·olll the cmviug for the forest 

li l't!. 'l'iliH c:m·ioHH ]H'ttdir:o lms tlw sanction of tLntiquity, for 

1\fc!gasthntWH, 11 Uruuk andms:-:ttclm· <tt the conrt of the Hindu 

Elllpul'ol' Ch;LrHh·ng·ttpta, 1thunt :>,oo B. C., whoso c:ttpitnl waR at 
Pttbtlipnh•tt (lluH.lm·n l'atntt), t•eeords thttt tlw lndia,ns snng songs to 

(;]w ;tclc:ouqmnintonL ol' music1 to :mothu ttncl <:!HtX wild elepllrwts 

l'!:<:nut,ly <:rtptmud. l\fug1tRtlwnqs ttlso gives tt story of a white 

cduplmnt whid1 wns c·aught lldHl kept by its ow1wr; there arising 

lmtwumt tlw two 11 geeu.t fl'iumbhip ttncl lcwu. 'J'Iw king hon,ring of 

this whitn uloplmnt comJutttJded tlmt it be nutde O\'tn' to him, bnt the 

owJwt· l'ofnsucl 1tiHl Hud to the jm1gk with his ;tninHLl. 'l'he king 

.-;unt lllell in pmsuit mul n gl'ettt fight in which thH dephttut fought 

011 tlw side of its umster took place. The king's men weu~ pnt to 

iiight, 111Hl tho elephn.nt nursed it:-: uutRter, who httd beH!l wonll(kd, 

hrillgiug him to eonvtLleHcence. It is not recol'decl tha,t the king· 

ohtniJwd posHoRsion of this twimn,l, hut the story goeR to prove thttt 

over 2,000 ymtrs ago the whitu \!lephant wns tlw ol(ject of desil'e on 
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tho pn.rt of 11 monarch, and tho snmo ifl amply proverl by t.lw .Tatnlm 

storieH in whic:h tho white uicphtt1Jt plttyH ttn i1i1porhtnt pal't. 

Statuettes in 
Within tlw Wttlb of tho temple Phrn 

the Phra Srinttnwum~:Hhmmtt, thD lwmo of the Emerald BndcllHt 

Sriratanasas- adjoining the gt·cat 1mlaee in Bangkok, nuoy bll fouml 

darama 21 statuettes of elepha11ts each with its nmne enrverl 
Temple. 

on tho pe<ltJstn,l rupeei'amting tho whitu elllph:tnts 

which have added to tho Rplendour, pt·eRtigu, tmd ]ll'ORpel'ity of tho 

Hoyal HonRu of Ohakkri oE SitLHJ. 

The use of It will he rc·nt1ily umh~rstood ft·om tho few not<:R gi\'c~n 

elephants. nbovu tlhtt tho uluplmnt lm.>.; tL tixod plto<;e in tlw 

1nythology, religiou, history tLtHl eomt-liEu of thu couutry; ml<l 

beyond this tho uleplmnt lmR tt place in tho ovuryrby neti vitiu:-: of 

tlw people. 'rlw uluplmnt has boon uHucl in war, for whieh it haH to 

be Rpeeially trninecl. Kiugs wonl<l iight in Hingle combttt on tlluie 

elepkmts, and these ttnimtLlH wore ttlRo nsud for drtoggiug htJ<LVY 

ordmtnce from poillt to poiJ1t t1Wl in many tJthm.· ways ttRf:!iHting Uw 

.soldier in hiH hazm:dous opomtionH. In tho ovoryrlay li ru of tho 

people, elupbants not many yetors httc k were very genemlly used for 

the tmnsporhttion of heavy articleH of cmHmcrco tLml to-d.tLy uro 

Htill used for dmgging timber fl'mn thu foreHts and for freeing 

timber jammetl by iioo<lN iu the HtrmtmR. 'l'hoy are nlHC> nRo<l tol' 

ridiug plu:yoReH hut in n leHHening <lugr<JO every ytml'. In HOHW of 

the backmwd jungle di:-:h·iets pspucially a.mongst thfi KtLl'un, 

elephants tn,lw 11 ph1ee somewhtot akin to the horse or ox, living with 

theit· mVI1ers on msy turms o£ intimacy anrl liking. 

So deeply haR the elepbnnt entered into the lifo of 
Elephants used 
inceremonyol' Asitt that it has b~en called on to tt1ke pt1rt in the 

praying for c:eremony of praying for min which is performed 
rain. 

in the seventh month of the year, (Juno-July). 

A lack of rain brings disaster on the people of an agricultural 

country. 'l'bis ceremony has not been carried out for many yeal's. 

'l'wo "must" eleplmnts would be tied to posts with strong ropes of 
.. 
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sufficient length to u,llow their tuRbl to meet, but not long- ellm1gh to 

nllow thelll to inflict it wound. 'l'he:-;e aninmls being mnch excited 

by their "mn~;t" condition wm1ld nmh at each other in Hll attempt to 

light, their tn~;ks would eln,Hh, giving forth u, loud sound. 'l'he 

animal which Rm•.eeedecl in forcing it~; t1mlu; between tho:-;e of its 

bppmwut and with this lon.mtge, iu miRing the other's head W<tK 

doomed to bo tho victor. 'l'lw nninmh; would then be sept1mted and 

tho nmlwnts indnlgo in lt competitive cbnce and exchtwge of views 

regm·ding the otlwr\; Hkill n,nd coumge. 'I'Jiis fttlso comba,t known 

as "Llll~l'' hn.!rn'u-nga (clashing of tnHks) would bo fonght threo 

time:-;, followed by the dtoncu and word Wttr 011 the part o£ tho 

umhontH. 'l'lw moveuwnts, rhythm rtnd postm·es of tho dtLnce 

followed tt Ret Jonn. 

'l'lw huut.ing nml cn,tching of wild elupl111nts is rt 

Religious IHWillit Hti]J. Ullg'tLg'ml ill, tLnrl afl it is CHlU which 
discipline 

necessary in dmnttmlH thn po~>su:-;sion of t1cti vity, cour11ge ~md Rldll 

elephant em the ptLl't of tho lnmkr:-;, it lmH htlO!l found IWCCHKury 
hunting & use . ·1 tl . · 'tl J to HlllTO\liiC · 1esu operatnm1;; WI· 1 t 10 glumonr and 

of S!1CCial 
language. di:-;eiJJ!ine of religion a.ncl tlw exercise of virtue. 

TIHJNO operatioJJS tLro of nucesHity curried out in th 0 
depthH of tlw groat f'rn·estH inhabited and govur1wd by ::;pirib; ttncl Jnnch 

nttentioll lms to bo p11id to the spirit puophJ in nrclel' to obtain their 

.bvonr and proteetion. 'J'lwH!J ttttentions take. tlw fot·m of snp, 

plicntory pmye1·s, the reciting of "mautm;;" and .. strtn7.as, Hacrifices­

thu offering of food aml drink, the worship of Agni, the Lord of li'ire, 

and the URe of n, bnguage knovvn by tho hunters l1i:! "Jll&l1~r~t (Jangmoge 

of tho spiritR of the forest). In ttll these forms uJ worship are found 

traceR of nnimism, dcrnonism, Brahminism and Buddhism, showing 

very clearly the development of tbu religious life of the people, how 

they lmve passed from belief to . belief, retaining a little here ancl 

discarding a little there. A cleRcription of these ceremonies ttnd itcts 

of worship will be given in tl1is pttper. 'fhe most peculiar part of 

• 
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l · 't l WlmL is this the operation iR the use of t le :-~pm . ~tngnttl2;c\. 

lang<mge, where does it come fmm '? It cloeH llot Kecmt to lmYe nllwh 

in common with any of the lnnguageR m-md in the snt'l"cJlllHlin,!.; 
y T' tliHtriets such t1H Khmer, Sun, So, Sek, Putlw .. i, Lto-Wto, Lao, .ao, lll, 

Kha, and other nboriginal dittlectR. 'l'hiR :-;ph·it ltLngmtg:o iH Wic•d l1Y 

tlw hnntm·R on the Korat phttean where the inlmhittmts tm\ KlntH!l', 

Sue, So, Sck, Puth11i a,nd Ltto, 11s well as in the Ltw pt·nvitu:,•s ol' 

Northern Siam, Nan, Ohieng-mi 11ncl Ohi~ng-nllti wlwru the pt•npl(\ 

!Lre Lao, Yno, Tin, Kha, Mi<to 1tnd Mm:hu. The most :-;killed dc.>­

plmnt hunters in the' Kor11t region are found ttmong:-;t th() Snu ol' 

Surindr, 11 people divided into 11mny :-~opts, mwh n:-1ing :-;lightly 

different dialectic v11riations of the origim1.l hngtmgu. 'l'hi:-~ spirit, 

language iR not usud in the Hetthmtrcl province:-; ol' tlw emmtry, wlu:t'c>, 

however, the fttke or tnboo htngmtge is :-;poken tlurillg' t>lepllant 

t.mpping opemtions in its stend. It umy be interesting to kllow tlmt, 

in all ancient Hindu pln.ys there ttlwn.ys apputtt'K 11 dmmdm· H]JU:tking 

tlw language of "pisttcclm", 1t hngnrtgu nnknow11 to tlttl a\Hlit.·w:t>, and 

a:-; far as that goe:-; t.he Httme pecnlittrity nmy hu l'ouwl on tlw 

Emopean t<Jtage of olden timeR, where it ll'tLH n:-;mtl for 11 elau·11.etnl' to 

:-;peak ''gibberish". tt fm·m of :-;pirit hmgmtgo.' Wl111t i:-; tlw "piHnet:luo," 

or the original Gibber? Hn unclonbtudly Wt1K one ol' tlw tLhm·igiwtl 

tribus in the lowest sttLt(\ of civilir.ation. Cttll thi:-; :-;pi1·it lnngn:tgt.\ 

he found to hitvc it:-; :n:igin in the bi1gmtge of: tlw :tneitmt pistW(\llll. 1 

'l'o push thiR umtter tt little neMor home, tlloHt of 1uy n>nflt!!'K will 

l't!Jumnher gtLillef\ of their childhood, in which it wa:-; neCtlf\Httt·v t.o tt'lu 

gibberi:-;h m· Hon:-;en:-;e, htngwtgo in the belief th11t they\\'!~~:~~ nswg 

t!te tungue of the :-;pirit. 

Two methods 
for en tching 
ele}Jhants 
employed. 

In Siam the lmuti.ng ttnrl ctLtchiug of ekplmnts is. 

enlTiecl out i11 two wt\.ys. In the Nortlwrn provinees 

of Chieng··liHti, Chieng-sen, Chieng-mi, :Na11, <.~H well 

nR iu the Sonthern sea.boarcl pt·ovinceK, the kt•tml 
fll' kt.•t\chlt ii\'SL 'l I ju • ] 1 'I'J · • · , • · c 1 ,, unp oyec. l!lHe encloHIU'llf\ 11t:e made in 

thn w•ek of 11 j.lltiiH in the hills or othel' pln.ce wheJ.'ll the eonfm·Jll<ttion .. 
xxm--2. 
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• <>f Hw J.{l'utmd ltmds i~t:lf l,c, Utia Jllll'POR(\, aud the wild herd iS' 

rh·inm by tm~atiH ol' lt•tLirHd 1nmt:ing elophantR into the enclmmre, 

wlwn1 tl. snlt~dima il'l mnd(J front thmm trapped, tho others 1>oina ·, 
;, ~tHownd k1 !..."'l fr(w, 

•tegasthenes. 
recoNt of an 

elephant 
hunt2200 
ycnt··s ago 

and mention 
<>1' a whfto 

Pt~l"!mp~'~ uno of the oldost rueords of the method and 

llltUIIII'I.' of er~t<:hing w.ild elephants by the keddah 

sylllt,«mJ il'l. ginm by :Mog11st.lwues, mentioned above, as. 

wdl M! hy tlw historian Arrian. l'lwy both say that 

a lnrge plot nf m·id juuglu wns s.eloct(Hl, t1 wide und 

dl'I'JI tl'imdt Wtt!-i dug round it, tho enl'th from the 

elephant, tnmeh being mu..ld !LH 11/11 tnnbrtulorwnt m· ~valJ, and a 

lH·idgu, c~nn~rt~d witll ottrth to com!Bal jtfl purpose 
t.u:Jd tu Pl'(!\'t.H!(I HURpidun lll'iHing on tho parb or tho wild 
ulHphtUltt'l bJ lw rlrivi.~ll into t;ho unclof!ttt·e, WikH thrown t~cross thif!, 
tr~lllt'lt or Hwnt. Woll tr·Hined fmmtiCJ elepl111nts wm·e placed within. 
A lwrd of wild rd(~plmntH WitH rotuH:led up mtd dl'ivon towards this 
<uwktf!llt'tl, whN'B g•.~Uiug !lt:eut uf tho fomttlos thoy moved over the 
bl'idgo inLo it. Tlw l.n·idgu WIV! removod nnd tho ltnin.u:t.ls loeb 
l.mdiflt,m·bod unW m~n ktnwd by hnngur nnd tldrRt. 'l'he hunters. 
··wt:mld !thtm rebuild (;]u, bridg''· uutor the cnclwmt·e and overeotne the 
wild t~l(lphttuf;,~;~ thuy H(,Jec(/Lld by blows, .!tnd llHtko Lhom 
'flH! .. ~l captivt.!.S would be~ lud 1~wr~y' by tb(~ dec:oy animo.!~>'~, ti~)d 
pcmtH tmd trait:u~d ill nnwh tlw snnw nunHH~t' as i~ done to-cla.y. 

In the! gnRtul'n provinet.IIJ on tlm KoraB plt~tc::au, inch1ding;: 
l 1otcl11~bmm, wild tllophttnf;A M'a roally buntod und caught, 
fighting ~:udnHtls bt:1ing UAad. ThiA form of hn~1ting requires ' 

.akiH and couru.go on ti1E1 part <)r the Inch and C3lephants 
.n.r~d it is thia f(ll'tn which I dos<:dbe in pa.por No. l. An occount 
trapping by the kra!tl or .keddah method is given ill pn,per No. 

·A collectkm of .tbe 1\vords or elephant cornmanclused in 

of tl:1e c<mntt~.Y has been m1:.de and is given for the 

cornpa,riROrl ns 111) appendix. to papers 1 and 2. It will be. . .·. . 
that most of the coinnu1.nd words are of foreign origin: and used tery 
ge.n~1~all y by o.Jl ol{}pbaut .ttl<iln ir·respecth'? of their ~·a<1e. or . · 
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ThiH \VOnld Hemn to point to the c~-ct that the catching, training and . ' 

ww of ulephants W11H lm1rnt from foreigners. I have gn.thered 
togotJwr 11 nmnber of words of the Rpirit langtmge and n.lso many of 

the fttke or taboo htncrnaue. 'rhese vocabula.ries form pt1IJCI' No. 3. 0 0 . 

'l'lw f1lko nr bthoo hwgnn.ge is mnch used by 11ll jungle people when 

racwd l1y tlw (hwknuss n.nd terrors of the gren,t forests, monntt1inK 

and t(H'rtmtr-;. The p.\ople will not nse everyday words, bnt prefer 

t,~,J invent llt\W expres:-;ionH in the he lief that the RpiritH listening will 

not know trmt they 1tru being spoken of and will therefore not visit 

their venguanct~ ml tlw speakers. 'rhe vocabulary which I give has 

henn en]k('tud in Uw sunJmn,nl provinces of the Cirdo oE N11gor 

Rridlmntnmr:-tj. 
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Paper No. 1. 

gl£l'IIAXT 1l UXTl:\ll ON THI~ KoJLI't' TABI.E-IAND. 

Prelhnlnal'Y Tlm following Hkl.\teh ifl an n.ttcmpt to g·ive an 11ccmmt 

t'emarks. nf 1UI olepl~~tnt lnmt (U'1!f1Lwulffl0 1LH ctLrriud out in 
the l~astl'l'll P1'oViilCt!H uf SitLlll Oll the ttthle-ln,nd or JCot'iLG, 

t;ogotlwr wit:.h ib; tt'l1llHlWIH'k of t~pil:it wot·:;hip. lt will he noticed 

tlmt 11 ltnnt iH not n. siwplu uvm·y<hoy n-tl'n.it• in which n. ntt1ll only riHkfl 

hiH lifl~, it iH It llutttur whieh lHtH to bu ttpprmtclwd in n. revet'ontin.l 
Rpirit ttllll iH Ollt:Olll pttHHfJfl lJy lll!tllY rituH n,Jld .o]):~el'Vt1llCllfl, 11ll 

deHignnd with t,hu OlH.\ u!Jjeet or HllClll'illg the ft1VO\.l1.' and prot~lCtion 
·Of thtl Hpirits, wlwtllllr ul! the litHHD-rope. l:ol'ost, ol' olophrmtfl. A 
bunt lmH f.ltl\'tn'td IJI!lin l'mtt\ll'tlH, tho eollection of tlHl 111en n.nd 
mn·omnrtieH iu <lilllrteetiun tlwl'tnvi!ilt, the holllt\.gt\ ·~.·mulet·ecl to the 

ltLSSCH'npe, et.H'tmwnk~H pet'lttiniug (;u Lhe o1ilfittiniug ol: pernliHsion to 

OJlt,ur the fot'OHt, thusu in eiH\Ill~f!.tion with tho etttnp, tJw finding Ot 

tbn lwrtl nnd lilw hunt;, tlw tmining of the ettp~i vos n.nrl the retnnt 

hmtw. l!:,wh Htup iH HHI'I'Oll!Hleil hy itH own l'it.nnJ, the pm·fm·nuLnCtl 

of whinh l'Ui[llii·us the p >HRI\RKion 011 the p:tl'li o1' thu nhid hnntsm::tn 

or llllleh knnwludg .. l Ol Hpiriti, fm·os~. ttlltl ltllillltl lol'c\, ThiH t•itm•l il'! 

nu nutlutgh!lllllHKR of Llw lwliufH ol! tlw ]Hnph1, htwiug their oeigiu in 

tlw mwiunt nli-ptll'Vadin:.; Mld Htill ln·rwti>;ud Wlll'flhip ol'. tlw Hpiri ts, 
UH woll ttK the '1\mt.rit\ phasn of Bt·ldllllilliHtll 1tnd thn tnystie lt'IJmet of 
Buddhistll, r~ll or wh ielt !Ll'U ll!LHOcl Ull 11 slil'Ong ft\.ith iu Hpirittulrl 

powor. 'nHJI.'tl will bo fonnd uvi1lum:o ul! the primitivll helid: that 
t.lw objeet is Uw Hpil'il. itHL1ll' whieh 1leuotuH Ill\ nndel:stt11Hling ol! t;he · 

unity ol' tlH.I nuinn'Hll, t1tku fm~ iltHtttHct; the iiLHSil mul Mother Etwth, 

they twe tho Hpirits. 'l'hm·o ttt'O rittJs demom.d:.mting the f:tteL thn.t 

tlH:l people lmd u10W1d frmn thiH holier of nuity to une of ser.illrl'lloti?n, 

for it ·will he ohscH'Vt\rl that, KO!He objods t1t'e no longer tho spil'itH;· 

hut l'tttlHil' thl:l latbitn.tion of "the spiri tH, !1H inst1mcerl in the spirits of • 

the h·ees, nnd thm·u tH'e ~tlHo ex~1mples sL10wing the people's belief .in 
tho power of numtms to ward rrJf evil or bring forth good t1.H well a."! 

:irJsbLtlCHS oftlw worHhip of Agni. Perhapf-i two oE the most curious 
• 
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ThiH wonhl Reem to point to the fact th~1t the otttehing, tmining and 

use of elephantR Wt1R lettmt :trom tol'eignem I luwe gtttherecl 

together a number o:l' wordR of the Rpil'it hngmtge ~mel alflo mnny o:l' 

the ft1ke or tlthoo l~1ngnage. TheRe voco,bnh1l'ies :l'onn ·pt1per No. 3. 

'l'he bko m· taboo hngnn.ge iA much URed by all jungle people when 

facod hy tho darknoRH ~1ncl tel'l'ot'S oE the gren,t forests, mounbtins 

and torrents. 'l'he pt~ople will not use uverydt1y wordA, hnt pre.fer 

to invent new expressions in the belief tlmt the spirits liHtening will 
not ]mow tlmt they ~we being spoken of n.ncl will therefore not visit 

their vengeance on the spcakerH. 'l'he vocabnla.ry which I give has 

l>eeu collected in tho Rimhon,rd prO\Tincefl of the CirclB of Nn.gor 

Rrirlhm tllllttrn.j. 

XXIII· 2. • 
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Paper No. 1. 

'l'lw following skL•teh is an <ttkJ~IJt to ll'ive :tu a.ccount 
b 

Ol tHl elephrollt hunt (!!'lffllv-J'W1ti'13) toH ClLl'l'ied ont in 

tho Enstel'll rn·ovincus of Sit1lll Oil the tn.blu-llollcl o[ K.Ol'<tt, 

together with itK ft•rtmework of Hpieit wot·ship. It will he mticu1l 

thn.t tt hunt is not n simple everydtty nitl'ttir in which a, nH•n only risks 

his life, it i:-; a umttm· which luts to be nppron,checl in '" ruvet·entittl 

Hpil·it ancl iH oneompr1sserl hy llncny l'ites nnd .oh:~m·vttnces, n.ll 

deRigned with tl10 one ohjnct of secnl'iug the ftwour :tml protoction 

or the spirits, whether of: the bsso-rope, h)l'eHt, OL' elephn.nts. A 

hunt has l:mvertLl umiu Il)tttm·eK, the eollection of the men n.nd 

cormnm1ieR in cmllwction thel'ewith, the homLtge remlm·ed to the 

htf!Ho-rope, eot•onwnieR pel'Lttiniug tD the obtt1ining of pm·miRflion to 

outer the Pol'!JHt, tihmHJ in eonJwctiuit with the ettmp, the l1nrliug o[ 

th~> herd and tho hnnt, tho tmining oJ: the c:1pti voR :tnd the retum 

homu. Eauh Rtep iH Rnt'l'Ort!Hlurl by itH own ritual, the perl'mmttnue 

of which l'iJI[llil'l.lH tho p:H:ISll.'lsirm on the p:1l't of' the ehiol: lmntsm:tn 

ol' 11111eh knowludg\! ol: spil'it,' fiH'est, t1llrl <tninnl lm•,l, 'J'hiH ritwtl iK 

an eHbtnglmlmi.IH!1 ol' tho lmliul's ol' thu pe1plt\ LHwiug their orig-in in 

tlw am;iont ttll-pm·vt1.ding n.ml .still pnLCtiHLlll will'Hhip oE the spirits, 

ns well t1R t;lw 'l':tntrie phttso of BmluniniHlll tund thu myst.ie :t'lp:let oE 

BuddhiRlll, nil of whic:h n.t·n htKlld on 11 stmng l'r1.it.h in spil'itn1tl 

powtll'. ~l'hul'e will be fonml evidunee of the prilllitive belier tlutt 

tlw o IJj!JC•.t is tho spil'i t i tRoll' w h ir~h tlonotes nn 1lllClerstttncling of the 

unity of the nni vonm, t11ke for im;tttllCI.l the b·mo and Mother Etu·th, 

they t1t'e tho Hpil'its. 'l'here tn·e rites rlemonstn1ting the faet tlutt 

tho people ha.clllJ()';'!~d frow thiR · bolief of unity to one of selittl'ttti1:n, 

for it wilJ h:l olmurvud that Rmllo ol(j ects fOl'O no longer the spirits, 

but mther the hn.bibtion of 'the Rpirits, t1.R insttLrwerl iu thn spirits of 

the trees, nncl thm·e 111'u also e:x:p,mpleH showing the peoplu'H beliol' in 

the ,power of mantrrLK to wM·d off evil or bring forth good· as well ttR 

illRttwces of the wcn·Ahip of Agni. Pmhap::~ two of the most cmionR 

• xX:m-2. 
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foatnrus of the ritual ILl'e tlmt the hunter is l'l)!luired to gi\'t~ Hp tht~ 

world with its sem~e plmLsm·e:-~ and pains, mueh in thu HfLllll\ ntmiiWI' 

us when 11 um11 entet'H tho Bndclhi:-~t prie:-~thoocl, and that lw loHPH !lis 

ideutity in that of his eleplmnt. 

Establishing Elephant hunting i:-~ i1 pm·snit fraught with and 

rules of HllL'l'OmH:led hy umny cbngms, so it hehoYUH thnst~ 

conduct. engaging in it to appron,ch the. ma,tter with <:lcmn t1IHl 

pure hearts. It l'Oiluit·es tho protediou of nntm·e in its d.ivim! 

aspect to enablu the lnmter:o to pass tltrongh thm;e clang·urs nmwtttlllld, 

for, if they \\'Ol'U holding sinful or ln:-~tful tltought:o proh!<:tiou 

could not be oxtendecl to thelll. Owing to the:oe dnugurs thofH! 

following this occnpntion l!ttYe lmilt np t1 definite p•·ueudure nml 

ruleR of conduct wbieh elllhmce not only tho actions of tho:-;u ueti\·uly 

engaged, lmt alHn wiveH in their cli:-~tnnt homos. A hnslmnrl mul 

wife ttro OlJe, and aH tl1e man baH \·olnnturily l'eJJOllllC:ud t1ll worldly 

activitim; during the period of the hunt, Ho it iH t'O<Jllil'P<l of tlw 

woman that Hhe comport herself in accord with the l'reeopts ol' 

purity, and not uillbelliHh or betwtify her porHon by ttrtiiieinl utUIL!ls 

dnring the absence of the hnHba.ncL. 

Elephant hunting is nn aneiollt profeKHion. Tho uxpol'ione('. 

gainetl from the enrlieHt timuH lw.H been lmllllod clowll from faUwr Li> 

son, for this profuc;sion has bocomo hereditary in umuy fltlnilit!R. 

The totality of: thiR experience gained cluriug a JHeriod oxtunding­

over Hovet·al tllolwtnd ymn'H lHLS expro:o:-;ed itself in tlw fm:1natiun ol' 

strict rules of procedure and conduct. 

'l'he businec;s of elepha11t hnntillg is in fact of :-~neh IL su 1·iou:o 

nature and HO lllany prohibitions aud restl'ictium; are hid ou tlw ud.H 

of the men AO employed tlmt it hac; also led to tho eHtnblil-dtmuiJt of 

a complete Ay~:~tem of orgttnisation. 

Organisation. Elephant men start tts monialH, they lw.ve to pedorm 

all the unpleasant and hard work, and when riding al'e tho 
assistn,nts of the Mahout or he who sits on tho elephant's neck, these 

menialA have their place on the hindqmtrters of the elephant, they 

are knovvn tts "Ma" (:J..J:). When a menial has proved himself to. 

XXIII-2. 
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have attninud. some skill in thn handling of ulephants, he is pt·mno(;ud 

Lo the position of "1\Jahont of thu left". Men lwlding theRu poHitions 

umst possuHs sonte skill in tlwir l)lminefls ;tud nlRo have Rome 

knowledge of tlw bngmtge wwl in the foreRtR, which may be termed 

:-;pirit langnag·1~. M<thonts of the left twe promoter! to tlw position of 

IVIahonts of tho right, who having ntt:tinml somo HIWr~nss nH hunters 

11ro elu\·atucl to" Klm" ( ~). 'l'hP~::e "Klm" luwu the duty of convoying 

i11stmctimlH to the l\bhontR from tho Chief hunter, :1ncl alKo of 

Hoeing tlmt :-;nch m·dm·s are pl'operly pm·fonned. 'l'lw poHition abovu 

tlmt of •·Khn" is tlmt of: "Pn.kum" (U~n~:w). 'l'hero is a P11kam of 

the l'ight 11lH1 of: the lL~f:t, thny ltl'O the dopntius or the Chief hunter. 

'l'lw Chiuf huntor i:-; known aK "l'11tiyai" (U~IUliU) aml on him falls a 

VILl'inty of rlnties, for iu :1rlrlition to directing tho operationR he is 

ab;o tho priest of t]w hnntm·s; he porfm·ms all COl'elllOlliCR, 8l1Ch :tS 

lll<tking ort'erings to .pl~te:tte the evil spirits, :-;uitable sacdfices to 

oht:Lin the pt·uLuetion anrl lwlp o[ the good spil'itH, to officia,te at the 

nermtlOil,Y of' lustl'ntion allll ahs1Jlution ft•mn Rin, u,nJ. before eutering 

tho forosts to lHJl!l .eonvm·Ho with the spirits to obtain theil' 

JH'.l'lllission t.o 1\tlb\l'. TheRL\ tne11 h;wing p<LHHerl thl'ongh l111 tlw 

stng·us rol:ttod :tiHJ\'U, lw<:otttO much \'orse<l iu fot·e,~t, olephant, :tnd 

spirit lot·u. Tlwir nutlwrit.y is nplwlcl l1y tlw ro1-1pect Cltlle<1 fmth 

l'1·oul those mulur th1m1 hy blwit• geu11t kuowledgo. In most distrietH 

wlwl'll wilcl uloplmnts ro:tm lilw foroHt, will be founrl au ancient 11mn 

kliOWII i1H tho "PtttiyiLi-tho:di'' (U~'iJl)JVIJjl). He knowH ttll ther1~ iH to 

know ol' fmt'.sts, eluphauts, aml spirits, and it iH to him th:tt ;d] en­

gagml in tbu pnt·suit of ulophn,nt. hunting 11ppeal fol' inforumtion 

r't\giHding those nmttel's, ;mrl alRo fol' rleciRions 11bout pl'OCl',<lm·.e <tnll 

rnlus of eondnct. 

Fee. 'J'hu pay 111 unt oE a, fuu to thu "Pntiyai" has to hu 

J1111de when prmnotion to nny of tlw :thove meutionerl gTadus is 

gmntud. ]i'm· inst;LJWu a, llllllli:tl who lms not yet untoJ'l;rl tl1o 
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priesthood, wlllllJ pnn11ntud to lH: ;t Mahout ()1' Ll1P ldt has (t, pa.y I 

baht, J fowl, tt])(l l bottle of Kl'ieits, hut Ill) wll!l l1as pnrl'ol'lllt~d his 

obligatiom; ;u; ;L prie:-;t httS to pny cluulJlc• tl!is a.tJ\tJlliJt., ;wd llll'llials 

who nrc UJ\ll1Hl'l'ied lmvu to l>''.Y truhk tlw Ft~u IJJt•lltioJJi.'d lwl'"· A 

.Mahont of the lclt, 011 promotion to M;tltont ol' tll!: t·i,!.!,'hL P''·~·s ;) 

baht:-;, :1 fowls :mel !I hottlt\S of spi1·i(;:-;, A M;tllOnt Ill' Lht: right wht·ll 

made tL ".Kim" p<tYH ()baht:-;, 4 !:owls nncl c(, lHM!us uf' spi1·its. A 1\llll 

when pt·omoted to "Pn.knm" ul' the lul:t pay:-; I 0 hrtht:-~ -J, fo\\'b :uiCl ·I· 

hottlus of :;;pirit:-~, tcml lL :-~imilnt· fuu on pr<lllJUtioll tu P:tkallt ol' Lilt\ 

right. A utttu holding tlw J'ttnk ol! 1\dGttn 011 hc•i11g llutdt• n. l'at:i­

yai pttyR :20 b:tlttK, () fowls, MHl () hottlus ol: spit·its. A la,VIll:lll 11'11!1 

huH tnken eleplmntH into the l'oreHt and :-;lupt tltt:.t·eiu J'm· ,,,·ur l'ollt' 

nights i;; dt'.C'.lJillcl to IJD tL Ma.hont ttml iH eligiblt• I'm Lht.: pw;ition ol' 

"l(hu", HliCl \\'hun granturl thiH gm,tlu p:t,YH '" fuu of {) hnhtK. -1· f'o\\'l:-1 

mHl 4 hottlu:-1 ol: spiritH. No fue iH twer\SNM.Y l'ot· tl11\ pt•siLitlll (II' 

''Patiytti-thottt''. All fet\8 so p:Lid (Ll'l\ thu put·rptiHil;t\ or tilt\ l'n,tiyai. 

8neeus:-; in tltu r~r,telri11g· oE uluplmnts huing tl11' hii,His ol' 

pt'OIJlOtiun, it is laid down tlmt I .5 ttninHtl:-1 lllttHt hu t:Llu:tJ hdot't\ a 

hunb\t' can he p1·mnoterl to he tt JHtLI!out, lmt 11s uluplmntH at't\ divirlt,rl 

into chtsseH (Ht\U Introrlnetmy notu), it lmH bu;m fm:tlwr jll't~Hr\l'ilH\d 

tlmt Oil!.\ noblu ekph<tnt (~lJli1Al'l'V'~IYOl1t1Wli:J) is l\r[tml to fL "'' t\Ulttlllllll. 

Promotion ttboyu tlutt of MttltOnt douH not l'l\t[nin) that '"'l.Y H[H\t\ilir\ 

number be eaugl1t. 

Lectures. The Pat.iyai holcl;; t·ugnbr JJIUeLiilg'H iu Iii;; ltOllHu 

m· some othur couvenimtt plnce whm·r: he, buing nssistucl by cJJtt\ 

Pakam, one IZlm, onr: l\Jnhout of thu right ttnd 01w !II: Uw left, 

delivers loctmes on nJJ matters cmtcel'lling elephantc;, fur·e:-~t-Hig 11 H, 
oblations, Racrificus, incnntrttions, and spirit-langnagu, ns wrdl a;; till\ 

rules of concluet l'equil'etl of men when engaged on thi:; lm:-;i 1wH,;, 

Preparations vVlien the HOaHon, which extend:-; from DecCJnbur 

for the hunt. to l\1nrcl1! anives for commencing hunting opemtionH, 

the Patiyai, the expm·ieuced one, appriRes his men ttlld roqnil'OH 

them to umke prep:J>ratiom; and be ready to sbrt when Ito 
,. 

XXIli-2. 



7 !1 

JwH Holoctud the mmpicionH l10m· ttnd day. The oxperieuCl:rl OJW who 

iH verHud in some degTue in t·eading tlw face of tlw heaven:,; makul-1 ~1 

Holitnry vigil :thont the third watch of the night, to UHeettn.in :from 

the p<Nition of the HtMA tho right tinw to ku.vll for the lmut. 

Ilnviug tixecl the tillle ttnd rhy, word ii-\ sent ronnd to the 1nen who 

umHt heueeforth divorce thmqsekoH from their ordinu,ry ruodn of 

living, ,;epn.mte tltemHelveH from their wiveH and familieH, aml ttH f11r 

~1R po:-~sible enrleavom to be pure in thought alld act, for they luwe 

to pt1L'ticipate in Jllttny cm·emcmieH which cn,n only be approncherl by 

thoHt) who luwe conHecrnted tlwrnselves to the new lifo. In fact this 

chango dmtwnds thttt they drop even their llttmes; if a man is a 

Mahout, lw lui!Ht henceforth be known by tlw name of ltis elephant 

·with the prefix: Pnlmm, if he iH n Jllenitd then he is called after his 

eleplmut with tlte prefix "Ai" or "Ee" according to tho Hex of the 

l1l1imul. Thi:-: intplies that tltn men lcmu their idontitieH in tiHLt of 

theit· anitlit1ls. 

Enjoinmeni:s Tlte first tlt.iug these lllell lttwe to do ill to b1ke 

on women. fat·e\\·ull of tlwir wives aud familieH and when doing 

HO to enjoin 011 tho wotliOil tho ueeeH>~ity for being chaste, and 

to l'ld'min feom mulwlliHlting tlwir bodieH with cmnnotics, }Jowders, 

purfnmes, tm·11wr.ie, t1nd on no neeonnt to cnt their hair. It is a1Ho 

eo<plired of the wotnen that wlwn cutting firu-woorl they Rhnll clui1VU 

right through with tho nxo, :wd uot usc tho foot as n levor for 

bre~tk.iug. OuestH ttlHl skaugm·s must uot he rocuivccl and allowed 

to Hiuep in the house, t]tiH prohibition applies nJso to relatives. H is 

forbidden to nsu tt bmom in HweepiJ1g the house, all duflt ancl other 

rubhiHh wust bu gutherorl in tho hands nnd cnst away Home diHtance 

from the house. Wood and other m·ticles shall not be cast under 

the house, nnd women :'lhould not sit with their limbs across the 

sill of the door. Nor slmll they sleep on tt mattress. WivcH shall 

not fling or show any signs of happineHs nor shall they being in the 

house speak to any one on the ground. Should the ·wife of a man 

who is absent on a hunt, contravene or diRobey any of these 

h~junctions, injury will befall the absent mnn, and if the woman is 
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unf:1.ithfnl, he will lmw hi:-; lil\~ l>y f11lling Fn>lll hi:-; <d<']>lmnt, or l1y 

attttck of 11 tigt\l' Ol' otlwr wild burLHt. [ W<LH tol1l oF 11. \'<Ll'iation •>f 

those t'oiptiJ'OillL\1\tH rtH oxi:-~ting on tlw tmHt h;tnk of thu 1\lekhmtg, <L 

VlLritttion e~metly tlw oppo:-~ite. \Vlwn 11 lll<Lll goo:-; on a l111nt lw 

asks 11 llllLk friend to li vc in hi:-; hcnme tLH n, companion to hi:-~ wife. 

On hi:-; l'dlll'll rt'Olll the hnnt Oll muoti,llg· hiH wife hi:-; Til'Ht lllWHtion iH 

to 11Heertain wlwtlwr the wife lm:-; lH11l intm·com'HL\ w.ith tho lmlg·<\l', il' 

Hhe replieR in tho 1wgu.tivt\ the lm:-;h111Hl i:-; mneh up:-;et, fur he will 

then huve to hmtd nvct· to hiH Rnb:-;titnte 11ll the profit oht<Lined in 

the hunt, whm·eu,:-; :-;houlcl the II'Olll!Lll t•eply in the tLtfiruHLti ve the 

husband i:-; highly plm1sed for n,ll the pmiit of the hunt t·unmin:-; hi:-; 

own. The :-;nbstitutt~ r<;tnms to hi:-; home, <Lncl the hnRhi11Hl l'I\H1lltws 

bis ol'(1imtry rulntion:-; with his wife 011 whom 11o stignm fall:-;. I 

will not gnitrrtntc\o tho truth of thi:-; :-;tm:y, lmt it i:-; emnmt 

tln:ongliout tho O<LHtern provineoR. 

The thong- The mo:-;t impmLtLIJt thing in r:onnur:tion with tt 

lasso. lmnt i:-; thu thong lttHHO. Tho groitll)Ht nttPntion ttnd 

C1tl'u has to hu hu:-;towed on the ittHKO, [m· the very li \·e:-; of t1lw 

men dopuml 011 its rulirthility aml Ktl't:ngth, which 11111Ht hu grettL 

unong·h to holcl tlw IIIOHt pmn'l'i'ul en,ptive in hi;; :-;trngglu:-; to <~He<tpn. 

Tho ltwHo is lton:-;i:d in tt hnilding ;;tnmling high m1d :-;upat·nkil from 

tlw holliL!K ol' tho v:ilbgm·R, no wmnnn i:-; <tllowecl to tl'eHp<LHH within 

tlto pt·ueinetR of tlri:-; ltollHu. A fnet stn,ml:-; forth with eloiLl' definition 

which iH of inqxn·tanee rtnd nmst he Rot down hure, it i:-; tlmt thu 

lrtHKO iH uot prutuct.ecl by <LilY p:trtienln,l' ;;pirit or poHHL\KHed by oue. 

It is the ;;pil'it itsolC, t1111l it is fm· thiH l'OaRml tlmt :-;nell honolll' i:-; 

pttirl to it. 'l'hen\ i:-; nu eerumony of propitiation in Ol'der to ohtnin 

i.tr,; frwom 11s in tlw enc;e of :-~pil'it:-; which inhabit or pl'otm:t certain 

things. Pra.yers of snpplicu.tion ttt·e oifered up begging tlHtL tlw hLHHo 

:-~pirit will nse it:-; ;;tl'ength in fmtlumtnee of the interec;ts of the hunt. 

Reading of 
the omens 

"l!:;teh llltHl, who hn:-; been notified of tlw eoming­

hnnt, mu:-;t proceed to the meeting grmmd which 

from fowl ic; generally near the b:-;so hmme. He lttURt bring· 

mouth-bone. with him eerbtin artielos fm· the pm·poRe of. lllltkin.~ 
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1)11' !"lll'l'itidal om!l'illgH, t)u,y lll't!: n fowl, l'i<W, lL hottlt; of spirits, 

e;wdlt•l-i, sawlnl \l'oud, iut:mlHI\ tavnrs, cdgars, hetcl-nnt, bBtel-lou,f, 

awl ~umll l!l~lllllll1 l(!!ll' <~U]lH for lJnlding flowerH, HH well aH four 

ll:llH\IlllH th•d t'olltlll \\ i~h rutl ami hind~ thruml. Although the actual 

nrtidt<l-i usud h1 tilt, t~t!l'tmJOllJ' way diil't!r ncconling to tl1n custorn or 

}ll'at:lit~!! iu mgnu in RIIY ptLl'tienlttr rliHtr.iet, it is absolutely in­

diNJH'II!'Ithh~ t.o I n·in~ tlw first live. 'Whm1 t,lw Haerifice is oifel'cd up 

to tlw htsso-Hpil'it :~u iunwation is nuuln using thmm "·mds: ''6'l'Wl'VIEJ'W 
I 

~- 1 .• '\ I ••• .1. ··- ;, A"''" ""1'--pt, A''ll 11\i:l !"II LJl!mJ lfitlJU "l:~'fl !'lJ I ~lfm t!tJ'W !~itJ'W "Tl b"Tlll ·o t~~~mJ f1 'lJ'El li\ !V\t! 

1 'll·' ,.,C:,' " "'1 q,. 'I) I .I .I 'I) "'-'"' I <:;- ' 
u i1lrf 11 ·a L'illl ·niil~J,l! 11 ~ rm bn wu m.1n urumuu Lbl 'bll'lfwu b"TlflY.J'ElmJl'W 

n1 '"· .1. ... l " "' '' I ' I l 1 . I' I' 1 ll ~'ll 1U U ~/~ I !ill A'u>,Jl, W IH: 1 l'Ullt Ul'!!C mto .. ~ng Jfl 1 ltiOtUIH: "0 

Ut~oduPHH, t1llit•l' of Lilli laHHII HIJritw, WtJ aro alJcmt to take thee, 

( l LIIHKil h• tlw l'on\Hl, w!Jor1~. thon Hludt Hloep in Htrange lJlaces; 

if \\'11 IH'I' to Ju~ fa,·unl'nd with 1-{0Ud fot'tUJW Jt1t thiH !Je IIHLI1i­

fc•Htm{ ill till' lll!l\lliJ~lHIJWH Of (;}w fuw)H H!Wl'ifieed by the fllllllU, by 

l•lu~Hu !Jnillg' arc·lif'd llH tlw yolw nud fol'kud Jiku IL plough; if fortune 
iH nut, to llll Olii'H, }pj, thiH b1! lJIILtdfeHtl!d in hruiHeH and dm·k ApOti:l on 

LIH~ ,.,kin of tl11• lwndH of l·IH\ i'ow!H". 
'l'Jw l'11wls whidt ttl'!l Sltel'.ific:c!cl on tho alt111' by tlw Pt1tiy11i 

play an itupurL1UtL Jl!Ll"L in this c:t:J'OllHJllY· The fnto of ~~ lnmtel', a.s 

to wlwtl11:t· IJg Hhull join in tho hunt <H' uot, iH deeided by em·tu.iu 
Cll!IIIIIH lfl' Hig'IIH HW\11 ill t)w IIHHLth-bolll\ !1tHl .hotLd of mtch fowl by thn 

JlaLiyni, who iN g'il'tud wi~h powm~H oJ' diviJHLtiou, In tlH>He distl'iets 
wlw1·u till? Jttoul;h .. IHHill iH UHtHl thn J.latiyni takus il, in his hands for 

nXtlttduaLion ~;uy· inu "!~mt"l~'YI!Woillvt'w'n~J:Jfi!Jl!!~"-"Om good friend ' ~ ~~ 

(~bn hnum) iH ahunt to give UH elephantH". In tho r)l'(>vince of. 

Nn.ganL HnjnHillm (Komt), tho followh1g omens are l'Ctld from tho 

bone. (.1 ) Hhonlrl hoLh umls or tb e heme be bent backward 

Hyuunut!'ically, it iH tn.ken tLH a good omen, fortune will attend the 

lnmt. (2) :Should the end of tile boue be bent sidewn.ys, the l1erd 

of wild oleplmnt will break nway and scatter in nll directions, but 

fortune will Ltttend the hnut. (l) Should the ends of the bone rnn 
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straight, neither good liUl' htrl fortmw will :LLtmHl LhD hunt., aninmls 

Jlmy or umy not lm e:1ptmucl. (-1<) 8hunl1l Uu.: I:IHls of Lht: IJ:JIW 

l1eml dowmntrds, it is :t hn.1l onu~JJ, injury ol' d1:ath \\'ill hl'l'nll sl>llW 

of the hunters. 

In the province of Clmiy:tpOlll whieh lius .l\mth of 1\tll'llL, t.lw 

accepb1llce is somewhat different, for in this )Jt'o\·im·t· sht111ld Llw 

hollc be stntight with the 1mcls bent 11]1\mnls :tml tl1t1 skin ttl' the 

fowl cle:Ln nucl whitu, it is :1 good oiitull, l'ol't.tlltt\ will aLtt:lld tlw 

Jn1nt; shonld huwon~r the hmw hu sln·tink, du[ontwd awl IJt:Jtt awl 

thu skin of the head ol' tlw fowl hhwk III' <litrk, it is a l11ul IJIIWll, 

misl'01-tnnu will ntkncl thu lmnL. 

H nt this cm·einony thu 1',1\\·ls \YC\1'1\ :·m.c:rint'<:d to.u;d.lwr 

without di:-;tinetion of OWJlel'ship, it llOW lJu<:OIIIt\S llill:I'SSILI',V to lll<tke 

:1 seeond offering· to ase1_1l't:1in whic:h 111nntlwr ol' Lltt: pai'Ly is in 

cliH[avom· wit], thn h~so spil'it so tlmt leu 1nay lw l't'.ii•dud. l•:adt 

lllttll llinst ln·ing om: fowl, 0111\ hottlt: ol' spirits, l'otll' lmnaii:L-il:af t:llpH 

for 110\I'I~I'H, Four e:.tlllllc~s. fo\11' quids or hdt:l, l'olll' ('ig':tl'/4, wllil:ll iLl'U 

tllfercd up 011 the :tltnr i11 Lhu ktll of ecl'UliiOliius wht:I'I: Lh<: lasso11S 

iLte phwed. l~n<:h IIHtll tll:Lkes his own ofl'l~l'ing :wd <:;dis 1111 !lis 

<tiH~c:sttJI's c~xpel'iclleecl i11 tlu: \l'tLys ol' tlw lttnd; to a<:l't\]JL it. 'l'ho 

ren.cling of thu onwns or Higns is HH follows: (I) :-\lillldd Lh1:l'<: !11: 

o11o OJ' two hbc:k r<pot~-; in tlw skill of thu hwk ]_llll'tiou ol' Ll11: Ill1<:k ol' 

the Fowl, g'I.'U<tt fortune will ;Lttlollcl tho hn11t, it llt:L,Y ;dsll lllt>:LII Llmt 

thm·c\ will bf: tL long hnt sueeu.'\cd:ul elmse. (2) Slumld tht:I't: hn 

dnrk liiws .ill tlw skin tth1ve tlw t:ye Hoekots, it, is :t vur,v good 'llllllll, 

the hunturs wi.ll sueeeed i11 plnei11g tlw l1t:-lHO at tho t-i1·st thl'l>l\' m111HI 

the hind log of tlw :wim:Lis tlwy tLI'u tryin~ to e:Lteh. (;l) :-\hould 

the point pl'ojeeting J'I'dltt tlw joint of the lJIJlle ht: hunt LlliV:LI'ds tlw 

ldt, goud fort111w will tLttund the hnnt. (-t) Shonlrl thu prlint 

pmjt:c:ting- fmm th1; joint ol' the b~JIW l><: hcmt tLIH.l shrnnk so th:Lt it 

tunel1es the bone itsc:lf, misfortune will tLttund thu hnnt aml the 

owltel' of thiR fowl shonlcluot lH) ttllowod to join the p<tl'ty, fm· if lw 

or his depht1nt tloes so, illuess will ln hiK lot n,ncl hu lll;ty clie. (5) 

Shonlcl the point projecting hom the joint. of the h me h.: stmight, iL 
• 

XXIU--:t. 



7n 

is IL goml llllll'll, llltlllY t:lepllltllts will he eanght. (G) Should the 

1-ddtt 111' tlw hmul of t!H~ fowl bu d:trk in eolom or bmiHed, it is n. bn.d 

fJIJWll; fht\ OW!ll\1' or t.JliK fowl 1\lJouJd not Jm nJlowecl to t:tke }Htrt in 

hlw lnmt, l'or il' he\ <loes lw will IH; killud by f:dliug froJJJ hie; elephant, 
<H' hy tL t.igur. 

r II tiHl provill<:n ol' Knkhnn tlw ru:ulingH ol' tlw hmwH m·o t1H 

follows: (I) SIJOnld thu point pn;jecting fmm the joint of 11 bune 

bt: ttl·du•.<l m· c:mlt!fl, it. j,; nn mllllll portending th:tt the owner ;1E this 

fowl will Hll<'t!l\t!tl in taLptnring deplmnts. (2) Should tlw poiut 

]n·ojt~c.:t.ing t't'Ollt thn ioint ul' the hD!lt! he Htr11ight or :tt ttn ttngle, m· bo 

at·elw<l lint not in CtJiltaet with the uotw, or c;]wnld it hu bent towtLrrJ:.~ 

uithm· t11Jo t·ig;ht; Ill' t.]w ltd'L, ot.' h:wu 110 kink or tte<:mtion, it is tt sign 

tlmt 110 i.•lt:phant will lm ettnght, twrl tho mumbm·:.; of tho hnnting 

['lll't,V will l':dl vi(~tillls b11 diKn:t!iu. 'J'hu nwJWl' of <1 fllwl whieh giveH 

l11td oliWIIH JltllsL not bt: 1Lllowt\rl to join the Jntrty. 

[n tlw :'\oJ-t!JcJ'tJ pt·ovinet: of Hny1th, whie.h inelndes the Ltw 

tun·itorius ol' Uhit!lli-!:-IIHti, Lantpt.lOll, htlll]HWg, Phro, Nm1, Chiung-Hull, 

uti·, Lllll pmdi<·r•. iH HOJJ Jtl\\' lmt; rl i lfurunt. EtLr~h lmntue hufm·tl joining 

I.!Jn pztl'I,.V JllllKt ill'illg' two l'owiH, ouu hottlu of spiritH, IJJW lmn<lfnl of 

t.•thru:t:n, llll<! plnt~t! Lhmtt with ]JiH iron driviug g·1mtl. hdoro hi::; 

td••pliHtiL 'l'ltu Chid htutttll' offm·c; np 11 Jll'<tyet· Lt> tlw king- .<;pi1·it, oJ! 

Llw l'llt'I'Ht., Lhn Hpirit.H of thu tt'<.\t!H 111HI tho c;m·vitot·K nf tht~ ldng 

spil'it., a111l !ll)g'K tlwut L11 c;]Jo\\'UI' l'nvom·.~ 011 tlw p:JbitiOJHil'. E:tdt 

1111U1 11ow )>I'I!KI'IIL.'I tlw numt.h-lmJill of' hiH !'owl. to tlw Ohiul' hnutm· 

l'ut· hi1r1 Ln J't:;Hl lllw oii\I!JJH, Slumlll tlw poiut projnc.:ting 11t the joint 

of Llw ll())Jil lw c;lightly hunt, modumte :l'ortuml will :1ttu11d tlw 

JIML,Y; c;]wnld it lw mtwiJ bunt i;het'tl will hu gru:Lt gootl f<>l'tmw. 

::)IJuuld, ho\\'ll\'OI', thn poiut, lm stmight it i~ :1 bttrl Olllllll. 'l'lw ownm: 

or LltiH l'o\\'1 Log-utllUL' with hiH. utunsils l1H well :1H hiR clothing iH 

t:tkvu by tl1u Chid lmntm· to the hmtk oJ' n. stre11111 of rnuning 

wah~1·, whero w11tet· collHU<!l'<tttlrl by the recit:ttion of cuetttin c;btn;~,n.s 

iH ponn~!l on him, so tlmt by thi.s act of lnstmtion all evil llll1Y he 

pmgud from tlw Rimwr rtnrl cn.l'l'ied ttwa.y by the rm!ning wat(ol'. 

llifl e)otl dng lllllHt lm WltRiwd. '!'his r:on~rnouy OYer, the men .. 
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together with t;lw Ohio!' lnmto1· cry in nniHon, " He i:-: pnrifiecl" awl 

thiK umn umy then join the party. 

!11 thiK proviuce, theru arn two othm· ma1mer:-; of reitdiug thu 

OlllUllK. I CttllllOt tind that tlwy 11,1'() \lHud in ltll,Y other rmrt uf the 

cmmtry. ]Juring the eerumony of offering np pntyers to the lenther 

hLHHO imploring the :-;pil·it to exert its strm1gth and Hkill on helmlf ol' 

tbo Jmntert~, eandltos are lit nncl fixed to tl. great tree. The flame of 

each ettuclle i01 cnrefully w11tched, if it riseR high hy leaps, the omen 

i A good und thu O\l'nel' of thiR camlle may join the lmnt; if, howeyer,. 

tho cttndl e bmns Rtendilv, the f:bmes uot leaping, tlw omen iH bttd nnd 

the OWlH~l' cannot he allowed to take part in the huut until he has 

been purified by the ceremony of hmtmtim1 de:-:cribecl i.thove. 

Swords tLl'U al:-:o tmed for giYing the OllJellH. A H\\'tml iK lnmg np Ho 

that it lllt1)' :-:wiug freely. Two men, C<1IHlidttkH for tlw hunt 

perform tbis cm:mnony of reudiug the omeml. They stand o1w 011 

each sido of the Rword, pointiug with 11 tiDgcr at tho Hn,t Hide or the 

blMlo where it joinR the hilt, gi1·e voice to ~~ wiHh tlmt tho sword 

may tum mund to either the right or the left. Should the Hword 

move in accord with the wish expret~sed, it is 11 good unum, tlwro 

will he o. good cttteh ; should tho Hword remain Hteady, it is a neutral 

omen, there will he neither good nor bud fortune; but should it 

swing round iu the dircctio11 opposite to that wished, it iR a, bad 

omen, the miLJl wishing cmmot be t~llowed to join the hunt f'or grmtt 

miRfortune will n,ttond it, he muRt be purifiud before being ttceeptecl 

as a member of the hunt. In all clistrictR before horrutge iA pni<l 

:111cl oblations 111·e offered to the laHso :-:ph·it, the hunters llmHt 

circurnnmbulatc the laRso-shrille thrice, blowing 011 a 1m!falo hom 

when passing itR enstem side. 

Pmyers having been made to the lnRso-Hpirit tho 
Start for the · ' 

hunt, wearing omens read, the men selected, the hunting party with 

of waist-belts its elephants is formed ancl a start iH made for thu 

necessary as seriou:-: business of the hunt. The lttRRoes havinbo· 
having 

protective been placed on the elephants and the Chief hunter 
powers. being seated on the neck of his mount calls out:. 

• 
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,., Oruniputout, Om1, kindly load the wtty, thy Hhtvml will hnmhly 

l'ollow. :twl g-mnl; tu UH tho I!LV01U' of thy protecting lmnrl to 

1mrd of!' ttll!l rru~;t,mto all m·il". (~:'ilf!jW:i~!lf (wl:Ei·t .. !'Vl{fPl:J~) !~trw1 ~'lil 

1&\uv~~·r f'ii'11Uft 'JHlVlll'i\.lfiJ). En.eh ol' the :·mnim· lmntm·H H!tonld tit'. 

nnmtl hiH wniHt :t :;lwlttll-lH~lt Jmtde of doth into whieh hu m:ty pnt 

aLll tbt\ odds alHl HlHIR HIWh UK pn.rc:hed rice (tL kind of: iron rn,tion), 

lllt•d icill!d rootH ttw 1 hm·hs ; the meni1LIH m·e only allowt~d to m~e 

Hlwat,h-helts matle of <:OtLrso hemp. 'l'hmm heltH Jntmt hu nhntyH 

worn nmml tho mliHt ILK 11 not!OAH:Lry defenHo n.g<tinst the att<teks ol' 

odl Hpil'itH, Hlwnld t.ltiH ]H'oc:uution h11 neglectecl the men HO rwgluctfnl 
will, lw YiHiLLHl hy evil spil'itH 11t night who will squeer.e their testiK 

ami etLllHtl gl'lliLt p~till. It iK howevm· cm·ions t]w,t theHe 11wn Me uot 

1Lilowucl to <:ll,l'l'Y 011 tlwir hodicH tJitlwe HHULll inmge.':l of tlw 

Buddlw, ( g~m:rJQ~Jlll~) or <·IH~l'lllH with ettb:tlistie HiguK iuf!er.ibucl on 

tholJI (r:n~~~ Wi"lj,J:l), fol' tlw:-m mnulotH are clemnod tu lw emintmtly 

(J!lieaeions tLg'tLillHL dollHill pilWtll'. Cnu it be th11t tl1e wearing of 

l.lwHI! :-tht.\ILth-lJultH h11H auy 1W11ingy with Llw Hlternd l!ord wol'll hy 

tll11 tw i<·t~-1 Hll'n ( BrtthtlliLII ). 

pct•mtsslon to 
enttw forest, 

nntl rot• 

Bnl'ol'o ontnring· tho l'oi'UHt it iK tJO(!L~fiSILl'Y to ohtn,in 

JWI'ItlikHion Lo clo Ho fm1n the gtuU'dittn Hpirit, 'J'he 

Ultitd' lltl!ll;nl' 011 I.Hm<lml kneoH ini'ol'HJH tlw HJlil'it.H of 

tl111 J'ol'llHtH tLtJtl ldllH o.f: the number uf lllutt 11ml 

)H'otecUon from oJnpluUJLK rCJl.'JIJing hiH ]Jitl'ty, IL!Hl t]wn reeitm; the 
the J(htg-sph•lt fnllow:ing A!i:tntllL prtrtly in the Hpil'it hngnttge :-

of the trees, "ltlwe-rt'lmiinu'J.!ilU'U'r0l:::r11ml.JrJ:WI"':f~nnw 'VIm~w·Mt[P]ti~'JS 
LndyMother 

Eaeth,& 
ancestors. ed into English meanH\1 " Sttlntntion to thee, 0 

BmwfieLmt Lady :Mother Ettrth, ;tml to ye KpiritK of 

tho f'ol'nst, I lHlKeoeh yo to protect ttncl Httl'egun,rcl us in om: 

jonmoyiug·:-; a,long for·eHt, pn.ths aml in forest glades nud in 

tlw hnnt tlw.t "'e nHty IJl\joy we11 being n.tHl be nnhtM'mecl 
.. 

• 



by the dttngers of the fol'est aml of om unulli]('H, ttnd LlmL 

the H<LilW nmy bLl frnstmted". The road iuto tlw l'uJ·ust htt\·ing 

been opened by the use of tlw magie inl1urunL in this 111:111Lm 

the party proceeds on its way. At tlw foot of the fi L'Ht g'l'l~aL t.J·uc\ 

encountered, m10ther cet'Olltouy of pwpiti;ttion IHb"l tu be porfm·n11~d. 

'l'he Chief lmntet sitting on the neck of hiH eleplmnt u.ml facing tht• 

tt·ee cries in a, lon<l voice\:- "'"~fi}~~~lj'J- l'llf1J!r.lluml~lJ ii!"lllii\Y:ll.JlA!i'i.!~." 
which is 11 lllttllh'<L l'Ocitocl tor the purpose uf Jmst\l\ehing· till'. t[l!Ul\Jl 

spirit of the tree to lerwe her holllO, thn-t tlw treo Ill<\)' lH\ nsml as a 

tying place fm newly ertptm·ed eleplHtnts clnring the period of 

tmining, ttnil Jmty he trrmslaterl thm;: "0 Spirit ol' t;lw t,J'Ut~, plnnsc·. 

quit yonr arborenJ )IOlllll an([ Hlll'l'eJH[m· it to US in <(, S11irit of 

Helf-sncrifice.'' 'L'Iw pal'ty lmlts here, but ht'I'Orl\ t\<Wil lllall rlu.o.;eurul.'i 

from his eluplmnt, he mnst eiJqnit·e of tlw La1ly l\fothm· Earth 
whether she is pl'esunt ~o J:oeein\ him hy oHtying- t.lw followin,c; 

Hbtnztt :- "'Wl1Nl:rrni'l!rotl!~'l..l El~u6'hlA1EJ~Jhi~'!IWWJmV'!Wti~\" - "0 Lady 

Mothet· E1trth, Benevolent One, t~l't tlwn pwsunt awl willing tD 

receiYe us in a spirit of kindly proteetion 'I" Tlw men now g1~t down 

from their elephants to Mother Earth and with mnch t'U\'L\I'CJH:e 

remove the leather IM!Soes from tlwir pbct\ on the back ol: the ulo­

phants to the ground. Before doing this howuvnr, it is nueussn,ry lo 

repeat thiH umntr1L :- "LEJ:l-1 !C-JU1liYJfl!!e.J1.!fl !!!t.lfl'VIJ:::filnnm:J.HIJ:J:nn\'l W'Vill 

NJl'""~ ", with the purpose that Mother Em·th Hlmll recuive tho lasso 

spirit into hm· buHom, this mantt'<1 in English l1aH thiH v;drw: 

"Snlntt1tion, 0 Lt~dy Mother Et1rth, plm1se exereisu l1nc1 extmHI to 11s 

thy benevolent power that we (the l<LsRo-spit·it ?) nmy p:tHs s;tfuly 

o'er thy person and obtain the fruition o£ our deHires". Tlw btthm· 

lassoes having been pbcod on the ground, the spit·it is fed with 

small pieces o£ the cooked Hesh of a fowl, placHd bet>\'OCll tl1n coilH of 

the thongs at mtch point OI the COmpass. rl'he Rpirits Ol the 

ancestors of the hunters are now feel. Banana leaves are c11t into 

two Rquares, one square placed on the other so as to cover baH of it. 

·A bit of the boiled flesh of a fowl is placed on each square, tL little 
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Hpit·it. iH rlt·opp(•d on the flesh aH well tLH a little water. 'l'he 

:t!1CeHtmJ Hjlil'its are i1:vitcd to rmrtakc of the lllen,] pl'ovicled, the 

followi11g words an~ used for the invitn.tion :- "!'~e:Jnm~'lJ::!!EJWE.lsr::rlil 

" . ..... "' 1"-' I A"" , UT 1 1 !'VItlil!Jg\J:Jlfll b"lffl'l!e:JV'\:I . .JlW~fllJ 'l!IJ vrm~~wm -" n e oeseec 1 yo to partake 

of t!Je rice, fowl, and liquor ancllutving partn.kon thereof, to favom· 

UH with good fortune and to keel) us sn.fo from al1 evil thinas . b, 

Ricknc~m and dangm"'. 'J'lwre i.'> a Yariation to tl1is stan;~a used in 

the prm·iuce of Knlasimlhu where it iR worded thus:- "ilhmmHJIJ'U 

r!rJ·~:HuwrJ"Jnl~l JJm'lle:Jlvt'(JJ~:Jju:D mdvt'"lm· 'l!EI'llJ3rnJ·v1®?JMl'l':JW LJ1Jwl.J . J ~ I ! I ~ 

;, ~' ~ ,,._.J~ "]'j 
·~fl'k fi'U'Vl:Wl ...... AW 'lll3fiHJ. ..... m 'l!Eil'l'Ull!ll! 'UEl't-!r?ldl'U, w lJC 1 means. 

litentlly, "0 Spirits, kindly partrLke or the pork, fowl and li(IUOI' 

offered, all(l gl'tmt us thy protection that we may have 1veJl being 

aml may NlH~eeecl in Cttptnl'ing elephants of beauty and strength to 

beeollle our property uud out· set'VftntH .: we are taking into thy 

dunmin ...... !tuntut·s :tml ...... eleplmutR, give theRe thy protection". 
'l'he lllllnhcr oF nwn nml dL~plmnts ln1R to be Htated. When re~m­

ming the jonl'lluy tho lnsHous eanuot be nlliwd frorn the ground to 

load them (JlJ the uluplumts without iirst obtaining permiAflion :hom 

the Lndy Motltm· E:Hth. Tlw fonttu1:1 liNed i::; "WlH'JJ~Ud"rW!~!~I!J lrJ:W 

!e,J'Ufl!~fl ,'amiUJ wvlum:nV~~" vvhieh ntL!tUIH-"0 Lady Mother Earth,. 
plensl~ return tons tlt:Lt wltieh Wb lwve entnmted to thy care without 

impedimmJt or olJNtncle". 'J'liiH statuR of the leather laHso is so 

exulted tltat this cut·uwony of l1t1mling them over to the care of 

Mother .E:1rtlt and reeeiviug them bn.ck fl'om her boRom has to be 

repented ettcl1 time they :tre tllllu:tded from or lo11decl on to the backl:l. 

of the elephautH. Whe11 riverH are encountered and l1avc to be 

crossed or mountainN block the mty it is necessary for tho C11ief 

hunter to beg :for pcrmisHion :from the governing spirits to Cl'oss or 

pass over. These words are used" 

m'l!l!PN"':J'Wlfli"wiN',-"0 Lady Gonga (swift flowing watcl'S) al't thou 

present ? If thou art present allow us to pass over m thy safe· 
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keeping". In the cmm o[ n, !llonnbtin, Llwst\ words :ll't~ ns•·d "1'·1·~/ 

!~ll"lll t:~t1u~"lv\1mJ~ &'Jl"1Jll1lS"'lm01!11'W~" "0 M01111bl.in Ltn·d nl't. ! l11tll 

present? If thou a.J't. pt'esont a.1low nH t11 JHLSs •1wr i 11 Lil,\· .'-':11·,. 

keeping". 

'J'ho buntirw pn,l'ty with tlwir t:lnphants il:t\'i!!p: 
The hunting "' · . 

camp, its plan entered the fon\Ht, it iH intun1ktl !.o ••xpl•n·,~ and 
& observances hunt .in, the Ptttiyn,i seleets 1L snit:LIJiu HJI•tL l'••r t lw 
to be followed 1 · 1 1 1 l ·r· 'I 1 I · C11lllp Yv' lW l S 1011 ( I: ]JOSS! I D )() lll~ltl' l'lllllllllg' 

therein. 
w<Ltcr. Tho business ol: lmildi11g the illlts is ·~ntrnskd 

to the menin,ls. The hut of tho Pntiy<"ti is loc~:ltt)d in t.lw ,.,.,dl'tl. 

The lllllJlher of hnts retJllinlrl is <lottmninnd l1y Lllll siz" o[ 

the p11rty. Thure are lnn.ny em;tnms to htl ohstll'\'ud in t:ttlll!i'di•HJ 

witlt tho C111ltp. Ea,ch hut is in chnrg·tJ of one ol' Llw st•ninJ' ltltllLt·t·s. 

'Sep;1rate cloor-w:tys lll11Ht lw nsnd hy tltu 1-lt:lliur ilnnLtll'S and llllllli:ds. 

Erteh llULII nnmt sluup in tlw s:tuw plaeu cvet·y nigl!L, g'ttillg t.n :1111dh.n· 

umn's heel is fot·hidclun. 'J'ilis injnuetion is b:LSt!d 1111 tiH· lH.!id Ll11LL 

in KO fftt' :tK tlJU men ohc:y it n.nd sloop in tlwir own IH~dH plat:tld 011 

tho HtHne spot every llight., so will t.lw ulc~plmnLs whost• tmds lmvn 

huen fmm(l hovur l'ormcl tlw;m tmets a.!Hl not wnndtll' l'm111 llwlll. IL 

\\'OlllrJ KUUlll t.Jmt thiH l'I!SUJt is ohbtirwtl hy sdtillg' ill ll!IILitlll SOIIIU 

1n·oeOHfl of sylltpttthdlc klupttthy. .ll1 COlliH!etion \\' it.h Ll1 is hvl in I' it 

Hhunld be remulllherecl tlmt t.lw lnmtm·s han! stqmmtt!d Llwlns.,]vt•.s 

from the lllttterial world ttllrl u.nl in th(•. spirit wm·ld. 'J'lwy :ll't' in 

d:1ily COHllll\1110 with tho l-lpirit, tlwy Hptmk tlw btlg'll11g'll or Lh() spiriL, 

thuy have hucouw icluntitiml with tlw ekphn,nt wol'ld. l\lt>llia.ls 

ux:cept thm;e attached to the Ptttiytti ttru nut 1tllowurl to wen.1· (:o:d:H, 

the coatloss ones nmy however eo\·er their hodieH with a shawl o1· 

hlttnkot. 

All lUUlllbel'S or the pttl'ty lll11Rt tu k\) their llletds tog·uthlll' 

n,ncl u:d-, at the sttme tiuw, the rico nnmt bu c~qually dividc•cl, tho foml 

must uot he blown ou to cool it nm· sl10uld insects or utl1u1' frm•io·u . ' ·' ,.. . ., 
llHtttur which umy bu on it hD blown amty with the lltontlt. Talking 

nt uwals is prohibitud. Smokiug, chewing lmtt~l, 1111d tn.Ikill,l.; wlH~II 
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i11 ht<d i)\ abo l-ltl'idly pmllihih:tl. All llltmial work 1mch ar,; clertning 

tl11· l'ltlltp, r~utting tlw fil'ewoud, t!LI'ryiug tho wttter um1 cookinn· the 
L' j • • b 
1 tHH 1s (IPdol'llll:d hy t.ltu "Ma", The Pntiyt1.i, hi1-1 Paknm and Khu 

dt•lin•t' lt·etnnts tnl dnphaut cntelriug and tru,ining, and induct, the 

uuiuitia.l.r!d iuto tilt! ilJt.rit!aeiux of the :,;pil'it bngunge which nnmt be 

.'ip~tkr•ll dul'iug tim wholu rwriu<l of thu hunt. If the eggs of a 

juugh·-1'1.MI or au igmuat (!~'U) Me found, they nmst be presented to 

t.lw Pntiyai, tlw 1iurler i~; forbidden to eat them, ho ruay however eat 

thP r·ggs ol' u l't'uwdilu. 'l'lw inturmtl org1111H of any wild ox, deer, or 

ntlu·r wild llllilllah; wnsL lHl ginm to the Pntiyai, no one else shall 

I'll!. n\' tfH'IIl h11t. LlHT liHL.)' J!lt.t•ttdw of the flcHJJ, 

Wol•ship or 
Agnlln the 

cump. 

Pat.iyni's lnt! .. 

Pr•l'lm ps tlw mw.;t illlportaut futtturc of these c11mps 

h.; tlw stJLtu:,; ol' the three fh·e;; kindled from wood 

{lllti:ud nt t.lw two HideH U.lld the front of: the 

'l.'IJP firnH uti Llw. l'ight n.m1 left Hide of. the hut 11re cu.Jlecl 

"KluunJlii!Lk~Hitrlaw" (t·ig;lit) mHl "J(lHLlupnttk-Httdiu,ng" (left), that at 

t.lw l'mnL "1\luunpw.tk·(:!Jill'llg" (foot). Tho lh:eH of the right and 

l<!fti HJ11HL lJt.\ umdu up at a diHl.nneo of three cubits front tho side of: 

Lim llllL 011 n lm·HI with tbo Hhouhler of tho Patiy11i when in u, 

l'n<!lllllllilllt prmit~iou, tlmt nt tlto foot iH placed at the Kame diHtu.nce 

hom tho lm~. ~Plw Jil·oH of: the rigll t and the left are sacred, they 

<:tLIUHJ!; lm usnrl f:or ally purpoHo nor can burning f:t1ggots he taken 

l'rom tlwm f~ol' l'ltttrting other 1-ireH. 'rlw fire 11t the foot o~ the hut 

ifl tL cotliiHOil 1h·o, itH burning wood and ashes may be used for all 

pm·poHt!H, Thmw iit·eH must be attended to and kept alight during 

tl1u whole period the camp is occupied. The :fire-wood used in the 

At1cred fires must be one cubit in length and the faggots be placed 

side by Hide when the :fire is built Til)· 'l'he fires having been kindled 

the Patiyai on bended knees with upraised and joined hands invokes 

the .f:usour and blessing of the Lord Agni, "~nll" ·which is a prayer 

for sncc<:Hs in taking eleplmnts. Each momi11g the men in the camp· 

• 
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-on rising hom their bechl must u,p]H'tlitt:h tlw tin1 111 t·,~v•·r•·nt.i:tl 

attitude t111d nu1ke obeismwe 11t thecH\ slwim:s of .Agni. 

A restriction is laid on the condnd ol' tho llH'll, ll<LIIH'IY th:tli 

all loose, riba,lcl, bantering 11nd joking em1vm·sation is prllh ihib:c l. 
Tttlking about women is on no tLeconnt allowed, fur it IH.Jlli\·,.s tho 

men to enter on the opemtion of c;lephnnt hnnting with J.Hll''' hl':u·ts, 

a contimml watch has to bo pbced at the pot'tttls o[ tlwir Jni111ls, in 

order to prevent the imnsh or ttl'iRing ol' cat·Iml desin:s. 'l'!tis 

reRtriction must be ohoyed with elfuct ft·ont tlw third Hight nl't,,r thn 

men have left their homes. :~ 

Inhibitions on The ethictd thJ'L\tHl ltilHling· thu ;tets of tl11: 1111.\ll 
conduct of to the precept.s ot right nl!lmlity n1Hl tonclnc:L is 
hunters. very strong, ttny brmwh of good toiHln<:t Jll'cHine•:s so11w 

ill oJfect. Should the me11 tttke l'ood sm'l'c!ptitionsly ontsiclu t!J,, J'l'g'llin,r 

hours iixed for metLI, vnltm:us mHl Cl'UWS willnttack :LIHl pt.:<:k ;tt tlw 

proviHionH collected in tlw l'.ttlltp. Tltu studling ol' rir:11 which luts 

bemt Rcorched by Jiru iH fol·hicltli:ll, il: thin trrohihition iH eonLI'Il\'('.liUcl 

then a cnriouH furm uf fut'IJJt:IJLl1tivu tulep;tthy iH sut in Juoti"n 

ron.eting on the wild ulupllttlltH which w l~t:n llll~t 11·ith w iII. ill'l'll,k 

ttwny and ehHie etLptnre. 

Cet·emony of 
confession & 

absolution. 

The camp h:wiug lwL~ll !milt, <Uid c\\'c:t·ythi11g !J(:illg' 

ill its pbce and in ordc:r, :1 1·m·y puettli:u· <~•:l'l'lllony 

has to he t:O!Hhwted by the Ptttiytti. It nmy he c::till~d 

"The HC:H'\"JCu aml rite ul' eonfl:Rsion ;tml tthRol nticm". Tlw l':ttiyai 

callK hiH lllen togetlwr all(l Hitting befm·c them L~IHJ11irus ol: 

each whether he htts r:ommittecl :tuy fttnlt or Hin <tg<tiHst the SlH:i1Ll 

order, :f'or if he has, hu ennnot hu penuittud tu join in tlw <:unting 

hunt withont htwing 11mde 11 fnll cm.rfe;;;;ion n,nd c;btttinu<l tth;;ulntioJI. 

'l'he l'atiyai <LH the Cl1ief prie;;t of the hnnt u.nd hc:ing in t:loRo 

C:Olllllllllliou with the Hpirit;; is iun:Kted with tt{lthority to huttt" 

eoufus:-;iunH of :-;ins emnmittucl, rtncl grn,nt lths(Jlntion for the H<tl!W. 

From wh;tt h11H ah:efi.cly bem1 rub ted, it will he rcn.rlily ret~li:-;ed · t,hn,t 

tlw Hel"i<ms bnsinc;HH _of ]muting cttn only he l~lltel'ml on with hc~;Ll'tH 
,. 
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\\ ltild1 luw1~ lw,•JI t:lun.l!sull l'rum nll impuritie~:~, mHl each of the men 

kunwiug t'11ll \\'I'll t.lw ~~vii thingH whieh will heft1ll him if he engages 

in tlds l'lll'l'HiL tllljltll'iJintl tnkos tLilv:1nttLg-e of the opportunity given 

hiw hy t.lw Ptd i.)'<Li t1' obtain tLhsolution. 

Offerings to Enl'h man 1lpJH'cH1ches tlw Chief p1·iest in revere11tial 

Putlynl. nttitnde t1lltl prm;trnting himself, mtLkes obeist1nce 

I '.Y t·ah-d llg' his joi nud hn.uds td)()Vll hiH lumd and makes 11 full 
t:nuft•ssion nl' any fttttlts, sins, nntl erinwH, which he may have 

~~11 lltmitt;d awl wltic~h liu lwn,·y in ltiH conseicnce. He presents an 

uJt',n·ing ol' 1t pig·, tt jar of spit·its, one lmht, ttml Howon>, sandn.l 'NOod 

st;icd-:s awl c·mulh~s, two of ~~•wh, tom· hmf t:npH or boxeR. Should a 

pig llol 1111 }'t'l~t.:lll'tllllu at tlw time, it nmy be presented· by the 

pt:niLimL <Hl his rdur·n tn hi:-; home. ThuHe ott'oringR are ~;.et[Uil'ed as 

pt'r!rll' ol' lilu: l'tLl'la:sttu~sH of tlw :-;inner to obtain pnrific:Ltion, a.ucl 

HOHH' 111' th1:1u tll'ti l't:qnil'd for tlw oiJiatiow-1 to be miLde to the Kpirits 

:l[, t.lm SUI'Vil:t: or nln.;nlntiun. '.l.'lw P:~tiyt~i then conduct:-; ::>uch 

pr:nit.,:nl.s t11 tJw hnuk ol' Uw Htl'IHtlll uu:11.· the CL1Tllp, erects 1111 11ltar 

awl lttL\'iug liL d11•. t:tlWlli:H and. HtLHtlttl woucl tttpers which 1uwe been 

]'lHI:Pd llll it;, infnl'lfiH tJw spiJ·it:o~ of tJw HilJH WIJllllittud lJy mtch Ot 

f,],., llli'lt kw:.ding IJnl'nl'u Lhn ttltnl', ttll{l montioning tlteir llttlllCH ttud 

ui•r·upalillll pmys LhtlL tlw oll'ut·ing·H ntado lllll,Y lH1\'L\ tho power to 

ifl\'11k1: Lh,: IH:I]' 111' Lho Hpiri~s to dt:umHl ,tlw punitunt of hiR :-;in~:~ 
'1'111' prnlit.nllf., tt><kiug· I'm· nhs,Jiution usnH tlw following formnl!1, in 
!'l'llvillg' 1'1:1' f',n·gi\·ullliHH !tu HtLYH ;-" () f.Dl'!} of the fm·eHt Hj)ll'it, 

plt:asc•. gr·u.nL Ill!! 1LhH11lllLion ft•om my HitlR". 'l'hu lord of tho spirit 

dl'llltLIIIls wlmt, !ttl IHLH dmw. Tltn lHJuitnnt replies "I no1n tt l!uffn,lo 

Act or Lhiel'". Tlw llllLil thun tmw:l to the lady Rpil'it of 

lustr•ntlon. i\lol;illll' !~tLrth tond bngH hut· to elettllSe him of. hit! Him+ 

'!'It!' .o.;pi1·it ttsk.o.; wll!tt. hiR hult iH, he ruplieH, "1 n.m 11 bntl't1lo thief". 

'fhu tlliUI Uu~tt t.lll'!lH Lu tlw Snn Lin·d ttlJ(l hegR him to clmtnRe him 

ol' his shlH. Thu Nun Lm·(l rtskH wiHtt his bult is, he I'L"plieii "1 rtm 

:\. lmffttlo tJtid". This fm·mnl11o lmving hem1 l'opeu.tecl th1:ee timus the 

P,:tt.iytd 1mslws tho punitent sin11er with hill foot into the Rtrmtm of 

r·mmiug w1tter, :11!11 t]H~Il the eetemOJJinla.ct of lnKtrn.tion i::; corup1etcc1 
' 
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Second com­
mission of 
offence & 

punishment. 
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tlw:-;u llll~ll \\'ho lmYe t·eeeinxl pn1·dm,l, to prl)t(·c~L tiH'lll­

sel\'es ttg'<tinst the entry into tlwir miwls of evil 

thougl1ts n.n~ to be loya.l to their cmnpttuion:-; in the lnmt. 

Should, however, any of these men wl1o lmve been 

absolved eonnuit an offence ttgn.i11, a second curmuony ol' ln:-;tmtion 

as described ahm'e nnist be pedormecl, and twicl\ the nmonnt of the 

fees iixecl paid. Should the ofl'ence be tlmt of having cullllllittucl 

ndultory with the wi:l'o of nnother, the fine to lH:l pnicl is mw lmht 

aud 0110 pig. H the oft'ence is that of giving expre1:1sion to t·unmrkfl 

derogtttory to the repntntiun or honom of the Patiyai, the line is 

25 bn.ltts nml one bnJf'ttlu, no nlmtmnent is pet·miRsl hle. If, ho\\'enn· 

the offence iR one of spen . .king evil of n companion, the Hoe is m1u 

bal1t nud one l1ottlo of Rpirits, Ltnd the off':mdor is re<tllit·ed to bog for 

pn.rclon hom him of whorn be lw.; spoken improperly, m1d .in per­

forming thiH t1ct of apology, must preRout t.lw COl'emor!ial wax, 

cnnJles, and Hnndal >vood tapers. 

When Iaclr of I£ during the p1·ogresR of n hunt traces of olophauts 

success in hunt nrc not found or being found and followoll up the 

traced to the herd is not met with, it is held that tho guardian 

man who has spiritr; of the forest are withholding their ftLvom· 
diverged from l 1 b 1 l . anc the hunt :ras een . ec to the wrong forest chw 

the patll of . · 

i 
. to some member of the party havmg left the path of 

v rtue, curious 
& severe vil·tue, the following of which wtts enjoined on him 

punishment when he prayed for and received absolution. Enquiries 

inflicted. having produced the offender, ho iH promptly 

punished; the punishment being that he Rhall go 

down on his hands and knees, the lasso ropes to be placed on his 

back and that he shall be whipped round the camp three time& 

making sounds like the trumpeting of an elephant. 

Finding traces At the appointed hour for leaving the camp, the 
of wild Patiyai mounts his elephant skilled in the art of 

elephants. hunting, leads the way into the forest searching for 

the herd living there. When the first traces are found, the .. 
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l':tUyai a.ud lti~ llll'll t\Xdttim netua,tt\rl hy fetllin&:' of great p!e,Hnn·e: 

•·ll t•n• ILl'(• llHtlli l'nsbttion~ in nn~wer to om· peayet'H ftncl otferiug.'l 

uuulH lty 11\ll' trtw bt\ttrt:-~". 'l'he trn.ceH ttro followed nntil i;he herd 

in lltt•l with. 'l'lw Pztti,'/tLi m·ilm'.''l hi.'l Mtdwnt of the right to bdm 

lti:-< plttt't' nn Llll.' l'i,~ht :-~itlu of tho herd, n.nd the l\itthout or thu left 

to dr1 tlu• H:tllli\ 011 t.llt\ loft, mHl to drivo the henl of elephttntH 

to\ntl'ds llH\ sptiL on whit:h he with his huntsmen 11ll on thei1· tntinerl 

JnmUu.~-dnpltants tu·u n.waiti 11g tht\ir t1pptotwh. When the hllril i:-~ 

Manner of llt1t l'tw distant the Pn.tiyn.i givos Ol'<ler:,; to his men to 
IIJlPI'Oaching spl'l~lt<l out n.nd smt•omHl tho :tnimttll-l. Kwh m:1r1 

wllcl hct•d. luwiJlg' snloetu1l ono of the lwl'd for Cttpture, he m·ges 
Iii~• l'lPplmut t.owards thin :minHLl. gn,eh lVbhout CtLI'ries tlw leg 

lttHso wiLh !litH, tllm (~111l of which is tied ronnel hiR lnmting-elephttnt'R 

lll'ek. 'fhn lnsso is nttadll:rl to rL long but Light pule which the 
~[ulumL hoiiiH n\'1\l' his nhrmldm in ruttdinoRH to slip ovm· the foot of 

tlw nuiuml lw is ttLLmnptiug to smwo. When the hnnting oluplw,ntR 

:tpjii'Olti'lt tJw llllrd, it l't•utjl1t.mtly lmppenH thn.t the le11der ccnnes fm·th 

a11d gi\·1::4 lmtt.lt:. ~l.'ho Mtthoul; dot~H tLll in his power to help the 
auinud lw i!4 1·idiug, striking the 11ttackm· with the .htRHo polo <tncl the 

it·ou dl'iviug go:ul. ~honi<l tho hunting uloplmnt be wm·~:~ter1 in tlw 

fi!.l'ht, lw ll1!t\.'l l't·mn t.lw tinltl of lmttltl hotly plll'Hiwd by tlw vido1·, 

kttowing l'nll wull l,ldH. ptll'nnit will not bn of luug dm·,ttion rtnd . 

l'lll'tdy r.:llVul'H llltll'l.l thtLJI tL ttdln, fm· the lo1ttlur of tho hm·cl ittV<tl'i<tbly 
gh·w; tl[t tho ehmw to retmn to protect hiH eomprmi­

S(llectlon of 
wll<lnnlmal OltH. Wlwn tlw chnRe if! uot intm·t·nritml lly the 
fot• capture [Jllg'IHL<:ity of olltl of the herd, tho MtLlwnt l11wing 

& fight. suluctml hiK prey buginK lnmtling him t1W<Ly, ~Lm1 tLK he 

t'llllS Lllu tminud hnntiug eluplu111t moveH by hiH Hido being forced. 
foi'\\'ILI'd (;o gain 11 fl'ont position by the m11n on his lJttck :-;tri king 

hilll tlll thu bind tj11111'tUl'H with <1 ball Ot iron Ol' btd contn,ined in 

The chase 11 Htl'ing ht.tg ;Ltttwhecl to the tmd ot 11 rope. \Vhen n, 

& capture fnvunmhle poRition ha;s betln gaintld, the Mahout lmtns 

forward n,n<l pltwes tho ltLRHO inn. right position to slip over the foot 

of the hincl Jug of thn ttniuml. I£ sueceRsful the rope iR tightened by 

·• xxm~z. 



'! 
90 

a jerk, the lasso pole is pnllecl tLway ttnd drop]wd. :Mal10nt nml his 

el~pbant have now to m;e all their Hkill nnd <;IJUl'gy in holding Llw 

co,ptive, a,nd bring him to a standHtill. Tho clmHu iH tt He\'(\l'(l sLmiu 

on both man and bettst; however, evontnn.lly the ettptun~cl anilllnl JH 

hutted, dragged, pushed, and cmtxecl to tt fayoumble poHitioll lli'Ul' it 

strong tree, wlwrc the hunting elephant with gnmt <kxLt•riLy runs 

the lcttthor rope holding hin1 and his captive toguthet· ronnd Llw tn·n 

whore it is so firmly tied by the men aH to pn~vcnt itH heiug torn 

away. The leathm· lasso is now t'elnoved from tho ueek of U11•. 

}muting animttl. It sometimes happens that tho lu.HHO h1·en kH 1tnd 

the wild eleplmnt runs from his enemieH; if hmreYul', tlw hruk,·u (•lid 

of the rope iH long enough to trail on the gronml, <t lltllltllt;r ol' ttu•n 

join iu the 1mrsuit ou foot. I£ they stwceed in gdtiug bold ol' the 

end of the rope and can hang on till·a good opportunity (){~(:Ill's 1'111' 

running it round the trunk of tt tree tl1iR is dmw, tlw rope is t,j,!d 

and the nnimnJ captured. 'J'he eloplmnt lm\·i1Jg· lwl'll 
Difficulty 

of tying up brought to l1 Rtttndstill, tho llJOHt diHicult. lllll'L or LIJI• 
captured operation connnoneeH, it iH the n,ttolllpli to g1d, LlH: 
animal. lettther neck-rope over tho het111 111Hl rmmd thn m•ek 

of the captured elephant. The allinutl rtlwttyH putH up a grPaL iighL 

trying to frustrate every attempt by nll. mennH in itH [HJW<'I', 

charging, moving the head, striking the neek-ropo with itH Lnmk, 

trying to teo,r it from the bands of its tormontors, t.J.·l.Lmpliug ott it 

with its feet nncl biting with itR teeth. ThiR strngglo IIHLY conLilllll\ 

for honrH, but tho Mahout owing to the 11dvautago lw ]l!JHSUSHI~S l't·cHtl 

his seat on tlw neck of hiH animal and lwlpecl by itH Hn.g<wity and 

skill, eventually places the l'Ope ronnel the ueck of hiH '~tttJLin•, iu 

preparation for leading him to the tethering poHt in tlw Lt·:liniug· 

ground. Thm;e hunting operationH are gcnondly eondnetPd oil 

moon light nights or with the help of torches, bnt HOillU tiuu•s in 

day light. 

Taming ·. 
of capture. 
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When n.n eleplumt has been tamed sufficiently alHl emY1!d 

into submission by using the power ol.~starvntiuu an!l 

brute force to ttllow of its being handled, it is tn,kmL 
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tn a tyiug- pw•t wl1it:h lms bt·t~n t~n~d.t•tl I'm· thu pm·pofw. The owner 

of' tlw tmind hnntillg' tduplmut whielt e1~nght tLis a-nimal prcpttreR 

llll oll'!•I;ing of OlW fmd, 0111\ lJott,le of Rpit·itH and 0110 and 11, half ticuJR,. 

whic·h ll;L\"illg heu11 pla<~t·d in t!JP right position ou au tdtn,r before bho 

tminiug· pw;t, tlw Pntiyai c•o11u~H for·watd and aftc~r h11ving recited 

<~r~t·t;till stltll:t.Hs, thu leg tlltltm-l'ope i:-; pnt Ollltnd thu:-; the act of tying 

up is elllll!llt!tt•d. A wild cluphnut lmving been tied to the tmining 

Tmininf! of po:;t, thu p1·uew;s ui' tJLllliug and training is now entered 

~~atlture. oll. AuimaiH arP ltltorllately st1trverl ancl fed, emtxed,. 

awl pullisht~d. lilH\ tantt! Ldepluwt is alway:-; 1Jy its side to keBp it in Rub­
tllis~itJil aut! LPuth it. by uxamplo how to behave in it:-; new status as 

Lh1• r•rJlllJIHilillll mul lwlpur of Ultlll. Tbix tmining may occupy nny 

f,iJJII~ frolll llltn Lr1 l'rHII.' lliOlJthK tteem·cling to tho tompemment nnd age 

of thH <·t~ptiYt~. M1wy aniuHLIK die timing this period, gmwr11lly tho 

oi<Lt'l' o!ll~:~. (,Jwt·nl'nl'n huutut'K uwluavunr to t11ko young 1111imals. 

nl'fot•u tht~ lli!Wiy eapLnr:ecl uninm]s are taken to the 
Cm·emouy fot• 

releasing hollii'K of tlw lnllltt:t'H, it ill IwceHHm·y to ch·ive out the 

SJ•lrlt of Kpit·it. whi<~h hn:-; ]j,·p(l in the ttnimal in hiR for·eRt 
(lleplumt & ho1111~. \\"atnt· wilielt h:tH IH~on eouHeeratecl u,nd made 

ImrJeleatlon or 1 1 1 tl . · 1' • t t 
i I 

Ill V IV . IP l.'t:mtntJon 0. llllli[JU H "1111XIl.'l 01' HH~Il ·raR 
un rna • ·· · ., 

iH H)il'inklc:d <1\'1!1' tlto 1UJinmlnnd tt little l'iee thrown 

nt. it. A lud;Lic\ of Hjlit•ih; Jl,ll(1 11 row! ltl.'(l offt•l'!.id 11]> !.LH IUl ohln,tion 

to t!H· Hl'it·iL p: •KHOHHiltg' Llw ulophnuti, whieh huing mmhle to l'csist 

Lhc: }Jfl\\'(!1' or t.Jw nmgie !If tlw holy wntt:r and t•iee, leaveH tbo 

arrin11d, ac•c•ppt;:-; nrHI pMtnkus of thu food oft'w·ecl. 'J'lw animal hr 

uow ft·r~rHl fr·um td l ohl.iw~tiPilH tu itH C!Oll1lJ11Hion of iiho wild herd to 

wltid1 it htlltJJtgocl atHL <.~ttll liD\\' joi11 with JIHLB in lriH nimH and 

ltlnl Jit ion H. wIll! til e.t' w:~r, ~OlllllWl'Ce or tho elii~He. 

·Thu hullt huing over, the cnptmed twimals tmned, 
Ceremony of tlte w holu pm·ty tum their faces towards their 

releasing 1' tl lwmoH, nnrl when two dttyR ,journey c Jstant, w 
hunters from 

oligations Pntiyni uctillg 1\H prieHt haR to pre]Xlre offerings for 

accepted & the pnrpose of performing the ecremony known 
translation 

as "~l~~tllAm" for freeing the forest Bl)il·its from 
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their obligationR to help ::11Jcl protect th1: pady whit:lt 

they accepted at the cornmenemnont of tl1n ln111L 

The Patiyai tells tho Rpirits to return to thuir t;mnll,r,v 

and ttvocationR and not to follow nlHl rt•umi.11 \\'ith 

hint saying: "The elephantR ctutght are om· property and ,,.,.Jl 
componsate us for the offerings made to yon the spirits". .l11; l'urtl11'1' 

eujoim; the spirits to continue to protect the J'orust a IHI h1·;tst s 

therein, a.nd intimates tlmt lw will return tho following yt:nr :t11d 

1llitkc offerings ttnd p1·esentH to tlwm t1s he lmH dmw this Y'~;tl'. 

When about to leave the forest which l11ts lH>tlll 

Cm·emony of hunted in, n cnl:ltom htts to be ol>sun·l:il l>y 1111: 

l'eleasing lnmterH which lmR the pm·port of tm.JJsittting· thu 
hunters from 
obligations men front the spil'it world lmck to tlw 111aLm·ial o111:. 

accepted & Etwh of the Jnmtm·H lllust lig·ht n en1Hlle and nmkt· Cl11: 

translation nsunl nff'm·ing-H to Hpirits in onlm· to llll l'r1~1'd l'r11111 
from the spirit tl 11 . . l · 1 'l 't' tl t 1 •· ·1 
t tl t . 

1 
·, lu u J .Jg;tbonH 11m lll 11 ll "lOlls · wy :ll'.el'jllll aG L 11: o te ma erw ' 

world. r.ummeJJeelJHmt of the lnmt. Hu 11111~t also 1'1~11111Vll 

nnd clestJ·oy hy fire the eonl whi<lh h1l titltl 1'11111111 

his wniHt :tt the be,ginni11g of tlw hunt 1111d whieh hn.H 111\VI~r ldL his 

lJO<l~·. By this ttc:t of lmrning· tho cr)l'(l, the lllltll iH l'l't\1:11 1'1'11111 

tlw pus,;ihility oE spi1·its intol'fm·ing in his tdt':tii'R and doi11g' hi111 

in,im,v, n.JHl from tllis munHmt lw nuty nse his n10tlwr Lillt,glw a,nd 

~~ngngu in n.ll his ordimtry pmsnitH in tlw s:tJnu IJU11111DI' ;tH l11· \\'11H 
wout to rlo huforu hu loft his hmnu. 

Curious 
In Ol'cler that the Hense of l~ttrlllllll,Y whi<lll is so 

csHunti,tl to the sueeeHsful COJHhwt ol' t' ltll 1lin nt. cm·emony 
when two hunting nmy not hu distm·hecl hy <tliY diR<l01'1lttllt Jll>tll, 
Patiyai or :t unricnu; enHtmn iH ohsm·\·ml wlwn two P:ttiy:ti Jlll'nt 

Chief-hunters 
meet. in any emnp m· p:tth. 'l'lw yoHngel' :tp]ll'illtelil.lS tlw 

uhlur ll'ith rm;peetl'nl hmtring anrl holding· th1; flowerH 

;tml llttndloH of p:tJ'Ilon, begs fm imh1lg·onee frJI' :t11y rtet e<n11111itb·tl o1· 

Lh<mg·htH lwld ll'ittingly m· unwittingly <tg<tinHt thu ulrlu1·, 1tskH !'1J1' 

n, right o[ pt1ssng;e <tnd tlmt no nJiHfortmw nmy hd':tll hilll. 'l'hn 

t·lrlnl' gin:s <t bmmrlietion nncl lll'<tyc; tl11tt lw nmy stwe::t~tl in th;lt . 
• 



w ltic·lt lw tlt•sit·ps !11 dn. 'l'ltl' yunugt!l' lllllll tlwn doptuts on his wa.y. 

Shure t·lghts In Cn]•tnrul c.•lt·plnllltH m·o :not Hlmrml in equally by all 
<~lephants. llWJHlll•rH of thu hunt. 'l'lwro iH a fixed rule by 

wltic·h <:t·rtaill slmr<~s an~ allotbH1, tlds allotment varies according 
to c•u:-(ntu am! u:-:agt;, In thu pro,·ineo of Uhol, the owner of 

tltn lmntiug .. h·pltant, tiH· P1tkam and the .Ma lnwe equal rights 

of proru·rLy in a t;aptnrtHl nloplwnt and the profit aecrui11g from 

itH l:tht llll', \rlunt Holt l tht; )ll'OePetlN Hl'e divided equally amongst 

tht·~1.· thn;n lltl'lt. A p;tymont of 4, lmhts lms to he made by 

th" :\In t:o tlw P1tknlll, tn which sum tho P11,lmm adds 4 bahts 
payiug· K to tlw t!\nlt•r ol' tho hunting nniuml on account of the 

1 l I 
•... 

. t•at 11'1'· HHl"'' ( tiiUlY ,:liY.IJ~·I ). In HOlllt\ enHeK the slmre rights are 
difl't•l'IHlf:, ft1l' iwo~lilllll~ll !Jlw 11\\'IItil' OI the lJnnting elephant receives 11 

lmll'-liluu·p nutl thn I'nloun m11l Mtt n, qnurter each. Should the 

ltuutiug tdephant htwt; 1Jut•ll hit·t•cl for the hunt, then it is usual to 

dndm-L till' ldn; llHlltt•y t'rnw t;lw pt·oeut\dH of the sale of any captured 

olt•]Jlmnt, UH· ltnlnw·n IH.dug dil'irlml cqnnlly hotv;een the owner, the 

Pakhnllt aud tile• ~Ia. In Llw tn·m·iuc:t; ol' Kukhau the r;lmre rights 

tll'P, lmll' l.o till• o\1'111'1' ol' Utn lllllltillg nniuml, the other l.ml£ being 

allot (,nc l two-Lhi l'tl to . tlw .Mnhout ttrHl one-third to the .Thitt. No 
p:l~'lliPllt is l't!tfllil't>d fm· tlw llHt\ of tho h~s:;o, In Chniynpom the 
owlH'l' of tlw tdqtht~Jtt. roc;nin:H 2 :;lHtt'tlH ttnd the Mtthout nnd the l\111. 

ouo t~twh, nncl iL iH llHlltd J'or ~~ H1llll nf Tcs. 20 to be p11id to tlw 

owtwt· of t;!tu lttHHO itt t'nHJtur:t of mwh elephant e:1ught. Should 

lH 1\\'n\'t>l' tlw laflHO I Hi hit·od tlttm the pt~ymcmt is arranged by 

ugt'tH~Jllc•ut. In Llw ]H'tlvilltu of Bm:it'!l.lll thoro is no fixed rule for 

tJw al.Jotlltollli of s]Htl'O l'iglttH. lJt thiH province the owner of the 

hunting-!utimal gt.nwrtdly ltit•eH !l. Mahout and Mt1, and these men 

lmve no right iu t;he unimtl.l ettptured. In Surinclr the owner 

reeeivuH :l HlmreH tlw Mnhont 2 and the Mn. 1. In Kalasincllm, the 

OWllUl', Uw Mt.thout 1111d the M11 Hhare equally, and payment on 

account of the use or hil'e of the Jasso is a ma.tter of armngement. 

Observances llt the diHtrict of Cbaiyapom and in fact. in several 
peculiar to otbm·H, tho obsenances to he carried out in conneetion 
Cllaiyapom. with the mnking of offerings to the spirits of the 
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fm·est which it 1s intm111L~11 to llllnt i11 <ore hlll!lld np wit,h lnc~<tl 

tmllitiou. Only snch olft~rillgH as tlw spiritH dtdighL in Hi~tlllld 

be given, n.ml for thifl pm·1ms<~ it is nsrml to <t:-lk thos!\ Ji,·ill,~ iJt the 

vicinity q£ the forest wlmt foD<l tlw spiriLH pMbt.kt) ol'. In n.dd it ion 

to tho rood offering ench JlHLll lilllHL ehip IL J>iL\eU of wood l'l'lllll H tJ·t·t~, 

Jn,shion it in tho forlll of two lotnH Ho1n~1·s <tlHl pL·esuJJt tht·st~ llml'l:rs 

with two candles, two Htonchd II'O<Hl L<o]Wl'H, 1llle qnid ol' hutul <UH1 <llll\ 

cig<Ll' to the spirib.;. An entry into tlw fon:st e;m now h1~ lll<lllu, and 

if elephf1ntH are not l'ouml, it is Hlll'e ~~~·irh•JH~t: th<Lt '" lllishd.:'· h1LH 

been made in tlw ehoiet; of tho f'oufl ott'uJ'etl. A enrions et'l'ulllilll,Y 

lms to be perilll'lllt:ll to a:-;c:urtain tlw g·nstronmnie di.'Hin·s o[ t.ll\~ 

spirits. Clay is t<tkl~ll and llllmlrlml i11 tlw l'ol'lll ol' a pig, dnc~k. 1'1 1wl 

aud t1 tul't]o. 'i'!Jt"f'U lH'U p];t<:t~l[ Oll IL higJ1 ;Lit<LI' Oil (L kv1,J \\·iLlt t.h1~ 

eyes <Lnrl a fernmt wish ic: huld by tilt\ l'tttiyn.i Lltat till~ spirits lJJ<l.Y 

llULilifust thui1· l'Uijllil'ull;t~lltH h\' r:.ansino· oJH~ or otlwt· ol' thu J-i!!lli'UH ,, ~ '' 

to fall rlnwn. Whir~liuw~r nuimnl is upsd l'ood ol' illl <tllilllitl ol' Lim{; 

S]JOf\iUS lllllHt bt~ ]ll'OClll'l~d and oift!l't\d. 

ltl tht\ ]ll'liVilii~L' ol' :-)tn·iJHir, Lilt~ l:nl't!llll>ll.\' of 
Some obser-

vances pcculim· propitintiotl o[' <till I hotJlngt\ J.llli11 to t.lw spirits ol' 

to the province tilt~ for1:.~L l>i!l'oru t,ntuJ·ing 1:l1t~ H<\lllt.' IH Hllllli'\\'llld> 

of Surindr. diit',~J'I'lJt to lhnt oi>sL~n·url t!li'iuwlJm·,!. 

( )n n.ni1·;d ;tt tl1u IJittskirts ol: thu l'ort·st 11, !J,t!L IS llliLtl<' <' 111l 

tlw l'n.t.iyni suJHls l1iH llll\11 ont on ;L l'omgi11g L~X]H'rlition to lH·i11g in, 

:meh animalK as tl)l)y eilJI get h.1r Hlllll'ing. All K]ll\l~ius ol' <tllillliLlH 

uxeept <t et·oeo<lilt: tli'L~ lugitilJJ;th' rti'i s;wriiieuH io t.l11~ spirits ol tht~ 

foruHij, IIIOUliLH.im:, ttlld idt\[illitlltS, 'J'liu il.lliliHLiK C:i11lg'ht ILl'l_\ [Jl'l'[Hll'l\d 

HH Foorl, an ;tlbt· is UJ'ueted on whir:h is pb<:r\d two HllliLll hloekH of 

wood whieh nt·1• lwlcl Lobe tlw umhmlinwnt ol: <Lllf:l:stoml spirits, till\ 

Hpit·ib-; oE Ll1u lltttul'lml ;wd nmtermd gramlhthors whn lHLVt\ ht,et>lllll 

spirit. guvt:J'IIlll'S o[ thu l'm·uHbt The buliel' tli;tt pm·r;oJts ]ll'OronJH1ly 

intm·t~sted in anllnlltch coJJet\l'IW<l with et\rLtLin thiugs in this world 

euntin11e to he HO intet-ec.;turl and cmwunwrl with the HlllliL~ thing- in 

the Hpirit world is c'Xt!tllt amOJlg' nutny of thu peoples of AHi;t, All 

heing l'Gctcly for tho aetH of propitintion to he nmdc1, 1\ttelt lllitll ln·ings 
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u pair of l'l!lllwl Hllltl>ull lmd' <.:llpH :[or holding flowers, 11 p1.1ir of 

t'fllHlluH, t.lto goad m· nnknK for driving I1iH elephant, Lt net bag weightucl 

with n lmup of il'On m· hmd fm Htrikii1g the hind-qunrters of his 

lmntiug eloplmnt, l'leplmnt ln·eaRt-ropo~:~, the polo :for theowiug and 

phwiug· thu hu;sot!H tLtHl lay~:~ tl>om before the n,lta,r together with the 

HlH.:l'ilieiJtl otft~l'illg'H. The net bag holding the weight used .for 

Htl'ikiug tim ldtul-qll!LI.-tt~t'H of tho hnuting eleph£mt to canso it to 

m~eul1~mtn itH Hpund iH ltttadwd to a cord of ttbout '4, cubits in length 

whif.:lt iH tic~rl rnu1ul tlto wttiHt nf tlw mall using it. Houw,ge is 

l'<Jllllm•t)d til tllliKll hlueks of wood ILJH.l prayers tn·c proffcired to them 

nskillg tln1t tho Imut lHl Klllit:eHHfnl. F'rom this dn.y forth the men 

wlto fot'llt tlw hnutiug party give up tLnd lmwe the matorial world 

am[ lh·e rluriug thu c·.otn'Hu of tho hunt iu the Hpirit world fiB 

llWJJLionu<l 1\IKIJ\\'htn·l\. 'l'lw Nnl'i1H1r llHJ11 while in eamp have to 

p~n·f'ol'lll <lni\y thn J'iLtl of mnking oJforiugH of ric~H to the ltLRRO spirit. 

wm·shiil of th(l Two luuHlfnlH of built;<[ riee n,re placed ou a leaf 
Insso-spil'it. diHh by <!Hc:lt ol' the men before his bHRO. 'l'he 

11WII t.ltnn itt ~~ k11nnli1Jg' po:;bnto prtty in tlwir own language 

hoHt'l~r~ldJJI}; Llw spit·it ol' thu lnHHO to enptnro 1111 elephant mteh rby 

:u1d t.lwy Jll'olldHu LlmL i!' thll Hpirit eomplios witli the iuterceRsion 

llll oll'l·l'illg' or IL pig will ]H\ lJHLilo. The lnmtm·s lmviug made the 

dnil,\' ol)lntinn wlwn t.nl'lliug l'r<nn tho nltid.· to go the camp et·y ont 

witl11L loud voieu: ''!!~i\'.1\lj Wilmlfll~l~JJ 'Ulnmmucis !\!J.JU~\'OJ.!~t." whidt 

Ll'JlllHIJtl:tH l in. tlw :;ouHo ol' iLH v;thw lnLJtLllH, "0 men, dept1rt :for the 

l'ot'llSt tu l'ol'i\gu LOI' tlit.l d.aily food to be prepared in om yJots anc1 

]liLIIH, togdlwr with fnol of propitious leHgths suitable to the hononr 

<L!Hl dignity oF olll' ]>lll'flOHll b> ga,in the favour of the spirits, t!Htt 

om· lnllltiug uloplumtH nuty win 1mceess". This commttncl is gi·nm 

out e\'ut·y lltol'lling th;tt the Jltun eng11,gecl in the hunt mn.y perfonn 

faithfully thoil' cbily clnties 1Ht.clnot forget the oblig<ttimJH they httvu 

aceepterl. Whil1J :iu ca.mp the folJowing obsel'V<Lilecs mn:;t be 

pmctiHed; the P:ttiyai Blmll tu,kt~ lriR UHJals before the other membot'!f 

of tho hnnt. At night time the lllOll must sleep with their heads in 
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the direction of the Cl1ic:f lnmter'R !Jnt, wht~JJ sitti11g iu the r:nlll]J 

they must nit on tt piece of lmtthm· Ol' Hkiu ,-;In·eall 011 tl1e g:l'onncl, 

but at night tlwi1: bodH should be made of lea,ves, imcl if t• man 

desires to poiut at ttJIY ol~joct he Rhoulcl not use his thumb 

·straightened ant, but TnnRt heml it in townrc1R hiH body t1nd point 
with bonded thumb. Should eleplmnh; not be caught the amount of 

rico nllowucl to e::wh man in reduced in quantity daily, but the other 

diHheH are not curtailed. 

This Rketeb givoH 11 fa,il'ly full account of what takes phtce 

dming au elephant hunt ou the Korat pbtean and I hope will be 
of V!Llnu to tlJOHO iutm·eAted in such nmtterH. The next paper will 

tell you of tbe rites, ceremonies, obsernnccs, and mantras employed 
by elephant men in the seaboard l)rovincoR when out 011 their 

bminess of erecting kraals and driving the herds into them. The 

procedure is very eomplex, wuch more so thttn that used on t.he 

Korat plateau. No step can be taken without invoking the power 

of the spirits anc1 an umazing mnnber of nmntrns have to be 

memorized ::md understood in order to evoke Hnch power from the 

spirihml cle1)thR of: the universe as ure nocesHary to protect the 

hunters and bring success to the hunt. 
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