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HISTORY OF WAT MAHADHATU

R. Lanaar

The monastery which is now called Wat Mahadhatu M or the
Monastery of the Great Relic was founded at the beginning of the
first reign by Mahasurasimhanida, the Siamese second king. The
founder was the younger brother of the fivst king and had shared his.
fortunes since the days of Ayuthia. In good time they had rallied
to the cause of Phya Tak and had distinguished themselves against
both internal and external foes, so that royal favowrs had been
showered upon them. It was the understanding between these two
brothers which enabled the troubled situation at the end of the reign
of Phya Tak to be solved so easily, Thus it was that when the new
king came to the throne in 1782, he invited his brother to shave the
highest rank with him, as sccond king. It was a purely honorary
title which could not but fail to satisfy the ambition of the younger
prince : he never ceased to aspive to the suceession and at one time
was even in open rebellion againgt his hrother,

The sceond king caused a luxurious palace to be built for
himself on the left bank of the Menam and, in accordance with the
tradition, in front @ of the palace which the first king was then
having built, aud upstream from it.  Between the two palauﬂ and
facing the river was an ancient wmonastery called Wab Suldk or
“the Sculptured Monastery”, behind which stretched a vague
expanse of land later to he made the site for the cremation of
royalty. To judge from the remains of the older buildings which lie
in the north-west portion of the modern monastery, it was alveady

1. My chief souwrce is a monograph by H 1» H. Prince Damrong

Raxanuphab published in B. E. 2461 under the title LJEL? iR 'JﬂSJVﬂﬁm

2. The palace of the second king, at -Ayuthia, stood in front of fhe
first king’s palace ; thence the name by which it was commonly called : S

(Ving Na), or the Front palace.
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“of some importance before the foundation of Bangkole. But the outlay
of the monastery was much disturbed by the planning of the new
capital.  The city wall split the monastery into two parts and at the
same time cut it off from the river, so that the principal buildings
now stood 1 a rather cecentrie position. The sceond  king  deber-
mined to rebuild the whole monastery and make of it an edifice
worthy of the site on which sbood also the two royal palaces. The
work of reconstruetion was hegunin 1783 and procecded side-hy-side
with the construction of the second Kings own palace.  The new
monastery faced away from the river. The religions buildings were
evected on a piece of land lying on the edge of the site for voyal
cremations, which had heen granted n exchange for that taken up
by the building of the city wall,  The monks’ quarters were laid at
the back on the old site of Wab Silik.  This oviginal plan has never
been altered nor has that of the three great veligious edifices in the

monastery © Mandapa, Bot and Vihir

The Mandapa is, by vivtue ol its position “in frant of the
two other cdifices, to he considered the most hoportant.  In the
annals of the kingdom it is velated that the second king planmed to
huild in his palace grounds a pavilion set in o miniature Iake, like
that in the voyal palace at Ayuthia,  The vequisite material had been
colleeted and work begun, when two criminals who had made their
way into the palace grounds were surprised by the guard and in the
ensuing chase one of the prinee’s followers was killed on the very
site intended for the new pavilion.  The second king, who had only
by o Jucky chance cscaped the conspivacy, now reflected how the
second kings of Ayuthia had in their palace grounds no pavilion such
as he was proposing to, build.  He saw in the event which had just
ocenrred o warning that his pln,n was inopportune and accordingly
eave it up.  He decided instead to nse the material at his diqposzﬂ
in building o Mandapa in the grounds of the new Wat Salik. For
this structure  Mandapa in Wat Cri Sarvajia, ! @) the royal chapel ab

; ; . - & 4 4 2
L. Written by the Sinnese WIJMQ’LW‘MH, (St Sdra : phit ). Sar-

vajiia, “the Ommiscient”, is a name of the Buddha.
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Ayuthia, was apparently taken as o model, 16 had a pointed, cone-
shaped rool and contained a gilded chedi similar to the one in the
Mandapa of Wat {31'] Savvajlie Inoview of the fact that this latter
Mandapa was designed to hold the ashes of the kings of Ayuthia and
menmbers of the voyal family, one may presume that it was the in-

ention of the sceond king that the Mandapa of the new Wat Silik
and its chedd should serve a similar parpose,

Bohind the Mandapa, the Bat and the Vihdia wore vaised
gide-by-side.  These  fwo  struetures are nowadays ol different
dimensions, the Bot being rather Jarger than the Vihara, and as their
axes are ab a like distance from the Mandapa, there is a slight lack

of symmetry in relation to the Mandapa. This lack of

=

yimebry was

probably caused hy further albevations to which I shall vefer later.
A prang and o pair of chedi weve set up north of the Vihara

and south of the Bat.  In addition, two move prang, which have now

digappeared, were placed hehind the Vihdra.,  The whole group of
) 1 grow

buildings was swrrounded by a covered cloister containing a vow of’

.

Buddhas in a sitting position.

The belfry and the library were built facing one another

outside the cloistor and behind the Bot. During the third veign,
both these buildings were moved and placed in their present positions ;
the belfry is now slightly to the north of jts origival site, while the
library is within the kwgi at the comer of the Sangharvaja's
residence.

The Kanbdrien, or hall of preaching, was set in the position

which it oceupies to-day. The monks’ quarters were all built of

wood except three buildings for the abbot’s use.

A wall of brick ran around the whole moenastery, contaning

soven doors, of which the most important was that which opeuc‘d onh
to the site of royal cremations and bore a rool in the form of o pranyg.

On the completion of the work of veconstruction, the secoud
king b‘BSt()\\'GdlU]’_)OlJ the monastery, which was now 80 comp‘]cte]y
changed, the name of Wat Nibbaniriuna, the monastery of Nivviipa.

: ‘ SO o melakire of in and of
Tt was a fune unknown in the nomenclature of Ayuthia ,
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Stikhothai and was probably chosen in referenee to the Mandapa,

which was plainly in the eyes of its founder the most important
. . 1

point in the monastery. W

Some few years after its completion, the Monastery of Niv-
viina was the scene of an event memorable in the history of Bud-
«dhism in Siam—the mecting of the « Ningh Couneil *. When Ayuthia
was captured by the Burmese in 1767, the manuscripts stored in the
monastie libraries disappearved during the five and pillage which took
place.  When the country was at peace again, it was one of the fivst
tasks of Phya Tak to form a new collection of the canonical texts.
He therefore caused a seaveh to be made in the provinces and even
in Camhodia for the best copies of the Tripitaka in existence and
these were assembled in the capital.  Phya Tak was driven from the
throne before anything had heen done with this waterial, but his
suceessor hastened to follow up the scheme.  From the very hegin-
ning of his reign, King Phra: Phitttha: Jot Fa had copies made of
the documents which had been collected and disteibuted them to the
royal monasteries.  These copies were very imperfect, being full
-of omissions and ervors which made the teaching of the Taw a
difficult matter.  The king and the second king therefore sum-
moned in the hall of the palace an assembly of a hundred high
dignitavies of the Sangha and doctors of theology,  When all had
agreed that o revision of the existing manuseripts was imperative,
the assembly was asked to appoint o sisigdyand ov « Council "
to “recite” the saeved texts—that is, to restore them in their oviginal
form. The hundred religious men proceeded inmediately to Wab
Bang Va Ja¥ (vow called Wat Ra:khing on the right bank of
the viver), the residence of the Sangharija, and theve chose 218

monks and 32 royal « pandits” to constitute that important couneil

1. TIna pamphlet written after the demise of the second king, and
published by King Chulalongkorn in appendix to the w;‘:m“ammi the word
ﬁwm, nibbane, 1s used as referving to the death of the second king. Then,
the name given to the monastery may be an indieation of the wish of its

founder to have his ashes kept in the Mandapa.
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which is considered hy the Siamese to he the ninth assembled since
the death of the Buddha.

Wat Nibbanirama was chosen as the meeting-place of the
Couneil, by reason of its position between the palaces of the fivst and
the second kings, under whose eyqual patronage the work was to be
arvied on, The monastery was ab this time renamed Wat Phra:
Cri Sarvajiia, doubtless because of the similavity of its Mandapa to
that of the famous chapel at Ayuthia.

On the 12th November 1788, in the middle of the last month
of the rainy scason, the two kings proceeded in state to the Bt of
Wat Cri Sarvajiia, where the 250 members of the Couneil were
amsembled.  Ploa: Vimala Dhamma, the abbot of Watb Pho, one of
the leaders in the Couneil and Iater the author of o history of the
nine couneils in Pali, read a < supplication” to the gods who had heard
the actual words of the Buddha, It was a prayer that the gods
world assist the members of the Council 1n recalling the sacred texts
and protect them againgt the evil powers which would try to confuse
their thoughts,  The assembly then divided itself into fomr groups
and each gronp was allotbed a portion of the Sacred Secriptwrves.
The fivst, which had as its president the Sangharija, S, was given
the task of revising the Suttantapitaka and held its meetings in the
Bot.  The second group, with Phra : Vanaratana, Stkh, the abhot of
Wat Cri Sarvajia, as its president, dealt with the Vinayapitaka and
niet in the Vihara, The third, which met in the Mandapa with
Phra : Vimala Dhamma as president, was charged with the produc-
tion of the true text of the Saddavisesana. The fourth and last
group occupied the hall of prayer and was concerned with the Paramat-
thapitaka : its president was Phra: Budhicirya, Pio, the abbot of
Wat Indavima, who was Jater joimed by Phra:Dhamma Trailoka,
Xun, of Wat Hamsa.  The latter had been Sangharaja under Phya
Tak and was still under the shadow of the punishment inflicted on
him, but by the intervention of his successor he was able to obtain
the royal pardon so that he might take part in the work of the -
Council.

Thyoughout the period when the Council was sitting, the king
and the second king went vvery day, morning and evening, to the
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monastery. o the morning, they distributed food to the monks
in the Council, who gathered together in the long  gallery
to recelve the duily offeving. " In the evening, at the time of prayer,
the two kings caane again to present candles and hgnid vefreshment,
The royal princes and the officials of the three palaces W vere also
charged with the eareful maintenance of the Couneil,

The revision of the Tripitaka lasted for five months,  The
revised collection was made up of 285 manuseripts in not less than
3,668 bundles of palm-leal.  The king had wmade a copy of this
“ Council Edition” ov « Edition of the Old Masters™ as it is more
usually cnlled nowadays, which was six times corvected hy the
oviginal. Tt consisted of 354 texts, forming 3,686 bundles of paln-len.
The edges of the leaves in each bundle, as well as the swrface of the
outer leaves, were covered with gold, so that each bundle looked like
a bar of gold.  This was the « Grand Gilt Edition”, cach volume of
which was wrapped in gold broeade and hound together with many
colonved silks,

The king distribubed gifts among the members of the Couneil,
yellow vobes to the monks and garments to the laity. Then, in
accordance with the vitual of religious oftering, he sprinkled on the
hands of the Buddha consecrated water from a golden cwer, while
vowing that he would sce the bencfit of his good work extended
throughout the world.  When this ceremony was finished, the Tri-
pitaka manuseripts were earried in voyal litbers in procession to Wat
Phra: Ko, where they narrowly escaped destruction in the five

which broke out on the very duy they were deposited.

The Sangharvija St died in 1794, The king chose as his
suceessor the abbot of 'Wat Qr.‘i Savvajiia, Stkh ( Sukha ), who bore
the title of Phra: Vanaratana and had been president of that group
of the Ninth Council in charge of the revision of the Vinaya. At
the time of his nomination he was about sixty years of age and was
to be head of the Chureh for a further twenty-three years. The

b There was at that time a third king, whose palace was on the
vight bank of the river. e was a unephew of the first wid _the second

kings.
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king in nominating the new Sangharijn had decided that he should
remain at Wab Ori Sarvajiia, which was better placed to he the vesi-
dence of the patviaceh than Wat Ra khing.  TFrom now on Wat
Cri Savvajna held the fivst position among the voyal monasteries,

’ The following year the second king made a decision to vetreat
for a short time under the yellow robe, in falfilment of o vow made
during ilness.  Before taking leave of the king, according to the
enstom, he obtained pavdon for 32 condemned prisoners in the gaols,
with the purpuse that they should enter the priesthood with him and
50 inerease the merit of his action.  He was ordained in the Bét of
Wat Cri Sarvajia on 1st July, 1795, before an assembly of 44 monks,
into which he was introduced by the patviaveh, his wpajihaye. He
relinguished the yellow robe within o week.

A few years later tho second king was to see the monastery
which he had just founded alnost completely destroyed.  Om the
night of the 2nd April, 1802, some monks and novices were amusing
themselves by letting oft” fireworks in the comtyard of the Wat. A
vocket fell on the voof of the Mandapa, where some pigeons had heen
building their vests, and set five to it The five spread quickly to
the two adjacent strucbures, the Bot and the Vihira.  The fivst and
second kings hurvied to the scene of the calunity and assisted  their
followers in the work of checking the outbreak.  The gallery alone
was saved, the Mandapa, the Bot and the Vihdra heing entively
destroyed.  The seeond king sought out the culprit and decreed thab
he be unfrocked and exeented the following day. The Sanghariija
was successtul, however, in obtaining pavdon for him,

The second king proceeded without delay to the work of
reeonstruction,  In ovder to prevent a vepetition of the disaster
which had just ocenrred, the Mandapa now assumed its present form,
that of & simple building square in layout, with a doov on each side,
and covered in byv an ovdinary voof, Inside s a second chamber
almost completely open on all four sides, in the centre of which stands
a Mandapa 20 metres in height. 1t is constructed of four pillavs
of masonry covered with small picces of glass, and stands on a
stone baga overlaid with marble slabs; its voof is shaped like a

pyramid with decovated edges. Inside the Mandapa 18 a gilded
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chedi like that which oviginally stood theve.  In the cloister hetween

~the inper chamber of the Mandapa and the outer wall ave placel
statues of the Buddha of various sizes, some seated and cthers in a
standing position.  These statues, as well as those placed in the
gullery and the Vihara, may have been scleeted from those whiel
the first king had collected when Wat Pho was built.

It is probable that before the fire, the Bot and the Vihira
were of the same size and placed at an equal distance from the axis
of the Mandapa.  The sacred avea, as marked out by the sim, must
have been slightly larger than that covered by the Bat and the
vacant space most probably formed a gallery running round the
building, such as may be seen in many Siamese monasteries.  The
Vihiva was reconstructed exactly as before, but the walls of the PRot
were extended to the very limit of the sacved aren.  The size of the
Bot was thus inereased by the whole width of the original
gallery, but the vesult was a displeasing lack of symmetry in the
arvangement of the three edifices.  Besides, as the structure of the
new Bot coveréd the whole of the consecrated site, the simd had
to be encased in the actual wall of the Bot.  They are represented
in stucco in bas-relief, four outside at the corners of the building
and four inside in the centre of each wall: in the former Garuda is
represented alone, in the latter ridden by Indra. This method of plae-
ing the st is very unusual in Siam; in Banglkok it is to be found in
only one other place, Wat Janasangrama, which is likewise the work
of Mahisurasimhanada, the second king. The Bét was constructed
almost in the way it appears to-day. It is a large building
twenty metres wide by fifty long, with many windows framed in
stucco rvelef and four side-doors. A kind of second enclosure is
formed ingide by two rows of large masonry pillars, and in this
enclosmre is a big statuc of the Buddha in the attitude known as that
of the victory over Mara ( Maravijaya ), made of bricks and mortar,
with a covering of plaster, and gilded. This statue is surrounded by
statues of eight disciples kneeling with joined hands. The ceiling is
painted red with gilt stavs, while the shutters of the doors and windows
bear the usual guardian figures. There were orviginally paintings on

the walls and on the pillavs, but these were not restored during the
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recent renovations, and nowadays the intevior is plainly white-washed.
Besides the usual furniture found in veligious buildings in Siam,
theve is on either side of the albar a painted wooden elephant and o
painted wooden horse, which ave said to have been used by the second
king as o depository for his offerings to the monks when they made

their morning visit to the palace.

The second king was not allowed the pleasure of seeing his
work tully restored.  For several years past he had been suffering
from a eancer, and during 1803 the disease became acute, so that he
felt his thue was near.  Not long before his death he had himsell
carried round the palace in w litber, so that he might see for the lust
time the buildings which he was about to leave, It is said that during
this round, he cvied out: It is I, with the help of my own men,
who have made these buildings : if ever they should fall into the
hands of those who are not my children, may the demons and the

it

gods deprive the possessors of all good fortune.”  The second king
also had himself carvied to Wat Cri Sarvajia to make w last offeving
to the Buddha. | When he had arvrived before the great statue in the
Bot, he asked for his sword that he might present it as a gift to the
Buddha, but when it had been brought to him, he instantly turned it
against himselt,  His eldest son, who was with him, tove the sword
from his hands, wher cupon the prinee in a fury threw himself on the
ground and cur sed those who had thug prev ented him from making
of himself a sacritice to the Buddba, In this violent passion, he had
to be horne back to the palace.  Later he again uttered cavses on
those who should deprive his children of theiv inheritance by taking
possession of the palaces and other property which he was  leaving.
Thus when he died on the 3rd November, 1803, the feelings of is
party were much excited,  His two sons even wont so far as to form
a plot with several high officials against the life of the king, They
were denounced and put to death with their fellow conspirators. The
king even thought of vefusing to their father the funeral cercinony
due to his rank. The crown of the second king full to one of the
sons of the fjrst king,  But the curses uttered by t the dead prince were

stisl feared, The new second king did not take up residence in the
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‘palace built by his predecessor, nor for a long time did anyoue dare

to touch the monasteries which his predecessor had founded. Tt was
thought better to let them fall into ruin than to allow some appro-
priation which would enrage the spirit of the founder.

Two months after the death of the second king, the monastery
underwent a thivd change of name,  As a pretext for this further
change, the king pointed out that the examination for the doctorate
of theology was being held for the fivst time in Wat Crvi Sarvajia.
But one may he justitied in supposing that by this action the king
meant to show that he vefused to allow to the Mandapa that signifi-
ance of which its founder had thought.  Besides this, it was possible
that there might be some confusion between the name of Wat Cii
Sarvajiia and that of the new royal ehapel, Wat Phra : Kéo, which was
called by many by the name of the former voyal chapel at Ayuthia.
The monastery was now named Watb Ori Ratunamahadhatu, the
Monastory of the Great Relie, the name which it still bears ab the
present time.  All the ancient capitals had had a monastery with
this name and it was a name all the more suited to Wat Cri Savvajia
in that the Wat Mahiidhitu at Ayuthia had been the vesidence of
the patriavchs,

The frst king died on the Tth September, 1809, The second
king, who had been appointed several years before, now came to the
throne and chose one of his brothers, Prince Sendnuraksa, to be
second king.  In the following year this prince was sent out against
the Burmese who had seized Xitnphon and Thilang. During the
campaign he had a serious attack of walaria and he vowed that, if
he recovered, he would take the yellow robe. Accordingly, when
victory was complete, he returned to Bangkok and entered the mo-
nagtery of the Great Relic, wheve he vemained for a week in the
vullow robe,

On the 22nd May 1816, the Sahgharija, Siikh, abbot of Wat
Mahadhatu, died.  The king chose as his successor the abbot of Wat
Riajopurana, Mi, who hove the title of S5md8t Phra : Vanaratana.
He was taken in procession to Wat Mahiadhitu in March, 1817, after
the cremation of his predecessor. The new Sahgharija, who was
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horn o 15th July, 1750, had heen made o doctor either at the end
of the Ayuthia period or at the very begivning-of the Banglkok
period.  Shortly after his nomination there wag a great scandal in the
Chureh.  Three high dignitaries, amongst whom was the Phra: Bud-
dhaghosacivya of Wat Mahadhatu, were charged with violating their
vows of chastity ina particularly flagrant manner, inasmuch as they
were well known to have several children. They were brought up
before w special court composed of a brother and a son of the king,
were found guilby, unfrocked and imprisoned.  The king was alarmed
as to conditions in the Buddhist community and called upon the new
Sangharijn to write, in collaboration with the abbot of Wat Sa:k3t,
At, o work whieh should recall the monks to the observanee of their
vows,  This work was the Ovd@ddnusdgsant which was ordered to be
studied in all monasteries.  During his short period of office as
Mangharija, the new abbot vevived the great fostival of Visicha, the
E'Llll)i\'t)l\'é\‘l,’y';,Lt one and the same tine of the bivth of Buddha, of his
ilumination beneath the Bhodhi tree and of his entry into Nirvina.
That important ceremony had long ceased to be observed, in fact even
before the fall of Ayuthia.  The new Sangharija had it re-established
in the list of royal ceremonies and arvanged the details ot its
celebration. It was held for the fivst time in 1817 and has continued
since that time to he held every year in the middle ol the sixth
month ( May ).

The new patriareh had already taken an jmportant purt in
the work of the ehureh previous to his nomination.  In 1814 e had
been given the task of selecting the members of the religions missicn
which the king planned to send to Geylon to investicate the state of
the faith in the Mother-Island, which had but rvecently passed into
English hands, and to rvenew the traditional relations which had becen
interrupted sinee the fall of Ayuthia. The mission was (:mnp(.)m;d of
four mionks from Wat Mabadhiatu and four from Wab Rijapurana
and it set out from Banglkok at the end of 1814, after receiving from
the king gifts destined for the prineipai shrines in Ceylon and for the
high dignitavies of the Cinghalese Chureh,  After being shipwrecked

- - 1. a1 e a1rat Tioor
and having to wait almost o year ab Nilkhon St Thiunudrht (Ligory,
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the mission finally cmbarked in a boat carvying elephants to a povt
on the coast ol Bengal somewhere north of Madras.

When they arvived in India, the eight Siamese monks set out
on foob with a native guide and carvying with them the voyal gifts,
and after 76 days on the road they reached the port at which they
were to take hoat to Ceylon. They rveached Anurddhapura at last
in July, 1816, They were very well received hoth by the monks
and the people of Ceylon and also by the English officials, who were
trying to win the confidence of their new subjects.  The mission
remained for some time in Kandy in that same monastery whither had
come the Siumese thern Upali sixby yeavs before to reform, at the
request of the king of Ceylon, the Cinghalese Chureh and to found
that Siamese seet which is still at the present time the most import-
ant in the Island.  The mission visited the principal centres of
pilgvimage, in particular the foot-print of the Buddha on the top of
Adaw’s Peak and the shrine of the Baddha's tooth, wheve the Eng-
lish government atlowed the doors to he opened so that the mission
nmight pay its devotions to the famous relie.

After spending o year in the Island, the mission sct sail from
Colombo earrying with it, among other presents from the veligions
community of Ceylon, six cuttings from the Bodhi tree of Anuridha-
purn, which is known to he itself an offshoot of the Mahabodhi of
Buddhagayd. The mission arrived in July, 1818, Three of the six
cuttings of the Bodhi tree were alloted to monasteries within the
capital.  Wat Mahadhitu, as the vesidence of the Sangharija, re-
ceived one, which was set in the north-sast corner of the monastery,

where it has now grown into o fine tree.

[n the meantime the Monastery of the Great Relie had @iven
shelter to a young monk who was afterwards to talke a notable part
in the history of the Buddhist faith in Siam, Lefore becoming one of
the greatest kings of Siam in vecent times. In 1817, the cldest son
ol the first queen was fourteen years of age. By his birth he was
the first in rank of the king’s sons and the king had just conferred
on him with claborate ceremony the title of -Prince Mongkut.

Towards the cose of the Ayuthia peviod, Siam had adopted the
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custom that all younger members of noble families who were in-
tended for positions of public service, and in particular the members

of the royal family, should serve in the priesthood for two periods,

the fivet as a novice at the age of fourteen years, and the second as

monk ab the age of twenty-one.  As soon as circumstances allowed,

this custom was adopted in Bangkok and it has continued to be

observed down to the present day.  The young prince was accord-

ingly escorted in procession on the 24th May, 1817, to the royal

chapel and crdained soaneaere (novice).  After the ceremony he

took up his residence in the Monastery of the Greal Relie, in o private

pavilion seb on the spot where the Bodhi troe brought from Ceylon

was soon afterwards to be planted.  The prince remained for seven

monthy in the monastery, leamrning the elements of the Pali language

and making himselt acquainted with religions peactices.  Duving

this period he followed the usual custom by preaching before the king -
and members of the royal family o chapter of the Mahajiti, or story

of Vessantara, the last ineamation ol the future Buddha,

On 116h September, 1819, the Sangharija, Mi, died ab the age of
seventy.  His ashes, together with those of hispredecessor, the Sangha-
rija, Sakh, were afterwards deposited in the two prang within the
cloister, which stand on vither side of the Mandapa and were ap-
parently orected  ab this time.  The king appointed as head of
the Monastery of the Great Relic the abhot of Wat Sa:két,
Samdds Phia: Vanaatana, Rt(lm who had collaborated with the
late Sanghavija in the compilation of the Quiddnawsdsent ) ; he was
ab this time 62 years of age,  The transfer was but a preliminary to
liis nomination to the supreme dignity.  While awaiting conseeration,
the new ahbot toolk up residence in the monastery in February, 1820.
His conseeration was delayed by nn epidemic of eholera which hroke
oub three months later, and was one of the worst epidemies vecorded
in the annals of Siam.  Corpses which there was no time to burn
timber” or

were heaped up in the monastery ©like stacks  of
else left to float about in the viver and the canals, The people
fled iu a panic from the capital : the monks deserted the monas-
tevies and $he whole machinery of government was at a stand-

«till. The king oven rveleased the voyal guard from  their dnties
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at the palace.  There were great ceremonies of propitiation : the
Emerald Buddba and the precious relies kept in the monasteries were
taken oub in procession through the strects and on the canals of the
city, attended by high dignitaries of the Chureh who seattered con-
seerated sandand water, The kingand the members of the voyal family
maintained a rvigovous fast. The slaughter of animals was com-
pletely forbidden and the king caused all supplies of fish, hipeds and
quadrupeds offered for sale to be hought up in order that they might
be liberated.  All criminals, except the Burmese prisoners of war,
were released from prison. The scourge abated at last after taking
80,000 vietims within a few months,  The conseeration of the new
Sangharija was about to take place when, in October, he was
charged with having shown a doubtful affection for one of his young
diseiples,  There were good grounds fov the eharge, but not sufficient
to entail bis expulsion from the Baddhist community.  The Saagharaja
to he was relegated to the bottom of the hicrarchy and made an exile
from all the royal monasterics.  He ended his days in obscurity in
one of the minor monasteries of the capital.

The king now chose to fill the vacant oflice of Sangharija an
old man of 88 years, the abbot of Wat Rijasiddha, Stikh ( Sukba ),
who hore the title of Sémdet Phra: Nagasamvara and was famous
for his piety.  He was bovn at Ayuthia on the 146h January, 1734
Befove the fall of the old capital, his ascetic habits had already
carpedd for him a great reputation of holiness.  He lived o oa
monastery far removed from the city and had veached such a stage
of abstraction from worldly things that the wild animals of the
jungle trasted hita, and cven the jungle-foswl, which ave considered
to he the most timid of wild creatures In Siam, would allow him to
approach them, just as though they were ordinary farmyard bivds.
For this reason, he was known throughout the country as « the abbot
of the jungle-fowl.”  After the foundation of Bangkolk, the king had
called upon him to become head of Wat Rijasiddha, on the vight
hank of the river, and conferred on him the title of Phra: Nanasam-
varathera, leader of the group of the arafificvdst, «fovest monks”,

who lived in seelusion and preferved the life of an ascetic to the
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study of the sacred writings.  Under this title, he was the preceptor,
cither as wpajjhaya or as kammandededrya, of practieally all the
members of the voyal family at the time of their entry into the
priesthood, and in partienlar of the three next kings of Sjam,  He
was raised to the rank of SGmddt in the second veign, and at the official
functions he eame by virbue of his age and of his seniovity before
the Sanghardja himscll.  After the death of the two patriarehs
Stikh and Mi and the degradation of S$5md& Phra Vanwatana At,
Somddt Phra: Nipasumvara was the only eminent dignitary of the
Sangha remaining.  The king, who wished to bestow upon him
some token of his vespeet, urged him to accept the supreme office
in spite of his age and the fact that the head of the Church should
not be chosen from among those monks who were specially devoted
to meditation.  The holy man was borne to the Monastery of the
Ghreat Relic with due ceremony on the 4th November, 1820, and a
month later he was conseerated Sangharija. The king had built
for him two pavilions which are still standing, hetween which was ¢
simaber hailding containing o voom for prayers: this has now
disappeared,

The career of the new Safigharija was vory short, fov he ied
on the dth September, 1822, at the age of ninety. His body was
placed in a great gilded wen, an honou veserved for the king and
prinees of high rank, and was cremated during the 'E()Howi\ng MzL\y,
on the site for rvoyal cremations. In 1844, King Phra:Ning Klio
had cast o statue of the famous patrinveh who had heen bis preceptor.
'Thig statue was at st set up in Wat Phra: Kéo, but in 1852 it was
taken to the Vihiira of the Monastery of the Greab Relie, where it
still vemaing, forgotten amidst the book-cases stoved in that «annex”
of the National Library. The statue stands on o gilded wooden
pedestal carved with the figures of jungle-fowl, an allusion to the
vame  which the recluse of Ayuthia retained to the day of his
death,  There is another statue of this same patviareh at Wab
Rijasiddha, where it is believed that his ashes are deposited ; even at
the present day, the king does not fail to pay his devotions to this
statue, when he goes there to present to the monks the annual gifts

of clothing.
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The next Sangharija was the abbot of Wat Sa: k#t, Don, who
had rveceived the title of Samdd Phra: Vanaratana some Yo
previously.  His conseeration took place in February, 1823, after
which he took up residence in the Monastery of the Great Relie,
He was ab that time sixty-one years old and was destined to he head

of the Buddhist conumunity for twenty vears.

Tn 1824, Prince Mougkut, who was considerved by every one as
the heir apparent, reached the age at which he was to serve his seeond
term in the yellow robe. Since his departure from the Monastery of
the Great Relic, he had commenced apprenticeship in the political life

while stitl continuing his studies.  He had been entrusted with several

minor missions and had been appointed chief officer of the pages,

His father, the reigning king, n famous poet, was more occupied in
amusing his people than in trying to govern them: from the very
beginning  of his rveign, he had been aceustomed to entrust the
govermnent to members of his family,  In these  cireunstances,
it was inevitable that there should he a morve or less open vivaley
among the royal princes. At first, the most influential ol them
was Prinee Vidaksa, younger hrother of the first queen, who was
officially in charge of the Ministry of the Houschold and  the
Ministry of Interior; in the early years of the veign, he conduceted in
fact the whole business of govermment.  His nephew, the young
Prince Mongkut, was under his recogunized protection, and while the
old prinee was alive, no one thought of doubting that Prince Mongkut
would he the next to occupy the throne.  But the influence of Prince
Vidaksa was counterbalaneed by that of the king’s eldest son, Prince
Cesti (the « Prince Krom Kiat ™ of English contemporary writers)
who was the offspring of an ordinavy coneubine.  He had heen
entrusted with the Treasury, o department of j)l]I)(,)]."tleC(l‘.. by itsclf,

whose jurisdiction moveover extended over Foveign Affaivs.  This

L Nee:J. Crawtard, Jownal of an Embassy, London 1828; p. 104
G Pinlayson, P%he Mission to Siam and Hué...,London, 1826, pp. 203-204;
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clever prinee was able, thanks to the king’s complete Jack of interest
in politieal matters, gradually to increase his power and gwthe]_' around
himself an influential party. It was unfortunate for Prince Mongkut
that his guardian, Prinee Vidaksa, died in 1822, when the prince was
as yet too young to have personal influence sufticient to lead o party of
his own. The authovity of Prince Cestd, then thivty-four vears of age
and with ten years experience of government affaivs bohind him,
became the deciding factor in the aftuirs of the kingdom. Never-
theless it might be that this influence was only tewmporary, and
Prince Mongkut had reason to hope that in time his legitimate title
would attract followers.  Whatever were the prinee’s thoughts, it s
clear that in ve-entering the priesthood he was but following the
usual tradition.  He had married o few years before, and in May of
that year, 1824, he had just had o second son.  He intended to
leave his young houschold and his public life for a few months only.
Who could have predieted that hissevvice as a monk was to last for
twenty-seven years ¢

The prinee’s ordination was appainted for the 7th July. A
few days before that date, two of the three white clephants which
had been captured during the veign, died ab the same time. This
double calamity was one of the worst of omens and the king was
profoundly  alarmed.  The ordination of the prince could not be
postponed but the festivities, which had been arranged, were aban-
doned and the enstomary ceremony was much simplifed.  huome-
diately after his induction into the priesthood at the royal chapel,
the prince went to rveside for some days in the Monastery of the
Great Relic with the Sanghardja who had been his preceptor,  He
wenb next to Wat Simérai (now called Walb Rajadhivisa ), situated
at some distance from the eity, whose inmates belonged to the

sect of araiifiavast.  In choosing this wetreat, the prince was

conforming to a tradition dating back to the time of Ayuthia. Tt
seemed of little use for a prinee to study the sacred writings, when
he was to be in the priesthood bub o short time. 1t was a better
plan to have him trained in spivitual exeveises which could be taught
rapidly angd were, moreover, supposed to endow the diseiple with

alnable gifts and to make him successful in his undertakings,
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particularly in war.  Thus it had happened that sinee the time of
Ayuthia, the kings had preferved to send the heirs-presumptive to a
monastery where « meditation ” was given a place of special promi-
nence. The fivst king of Bangkolk had himself spent a short time in
Wat Sdmdrai and it was there that he sent his son, later to he King
Phoa: Phitttha: Lot La. Tt was natmeal that Prinee Movgkut should
go there in his turn.

Ten days after the arvival of the prince ab the monastery, on
the 21st of July, his father the king died, following a sudden illness,
He had not even time to make known his final wishes as to the
succession to the throne.  Prinee Cestd, with the assistance of one of
his uneles, Prince anti, the Minister of  War, had himself made
king without any opposition. It was even said™ that Prinee Mongkut,
was consulted, and that he consented to relinguish the erown in favonr
of his brother,  His lack of experience and the wenkness of the
resourees on which his few followers could deaw, would in ANy ease
have made any resistance on his part hut a foolliedy action,  1e
was wise cnongh to accept the position as it was, and he remained
in the priesthood after he had served  the usual period, having
determined to live secluded from that political Tife, in which he
wight be led to play some hazardons Pt His character as o
bhiklha, while it implied that he gave up all worldly ambition,
placed him also above all temporal power, and he could claim alter
all, while still secluding himself voluntarvily from the world, that
one had overpowered him.

e

The prince did in fact take his new form of life very seriously,
for he was vo commonplace individual and a state of idle
would not satisfy him.  As chance had set him in
monks vowed to a life of contemplation, ]

melaneholy
& community of
e turned vesolutely to the
study of that jmportant and highly estesmed part of movastie
diseipline. Besides Wat Simdvai, Wat Rajasiddha was
centre for the practice of aseetisn,

also  a
. . . .

The prince divided his time be-
v Instructed in theiy system,  He
soon beeame conversant with the various ex

tween these two monasteries and e

ercises whose purpose
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i to assist 1n the concentration of thought, the understanding of
the inner signiticance of things and the deep knowledge of the path
to salvation,  But this training did not satisfy his mind,  He wished
to know the reasons which underlaid these practices and how they
were related to the teaching of the Buddha, To these questionings, his
mstructors could give him no answer ; they kvew nothing of written
texts and could quote as their authorities only their own masters.
A yeur ol this unsatisfying kind of teaching left the prinee but little
more enlightened as to his faith than he had heen before his ordina-
tion.  He decided to twrn to the study of the saered writings and
to make an entively fresh start on his veligious instruction.  He left
Wat Simdrai and vetwmed to his vesidence in the Monastery of the
Great Relic. He had not been there for long, when Le had to
undergo much move disquieting spiribual experiences.

There were among the inmates of the Monastery of the CGireat
Relie some notable Fali scholars.  For three years, Prince Mongkut
devoted himsell exclusively to the study of the sacred language, and
he acquired a profound knowledge of the Scriptares.  The king, who
was delighted to have an opportunity of showing favour to the
prince, sunvmoned in the voyal palace an extraordinary session of the
high dignitaries who composed the examining body for the dectorate
of theology and caused the prinee to undergo the usual examination
in the royal presence, It was soon evident that the candidate was
possessed of a knowledge mueh greater than that vequived for the
first examination,  The king ordeved that (uestions appertaining to
a more advanced stage of the examination should be put to him ; to
these the prines veplied with case.  This gave vise to/junlonﬁ feelings
among the king's entourage, and Phra: Devamoli, X1, a member of
the examining body, was asked to make a protest against such o
relaxation of the usual rules.  Prince Mongkut outspokenly declared
that only at the express wish of the king, had he submitted himselfl
to examjuation and he was not in seavch of empty glory.,  He demand-
od that the matter should go no further, and only the first degree
of the doctorate was conferved upon him.  He was the fivst member
of the roygl family to be a doctor. Shortly afterwards, at the conelu-

sion of a sermon which he delivered at the palace, the king hestowed
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on him a streaked fan, which was the msignin caried by Tiigh
officials of the Sangha. From now onwards he acted as a member
of the examining body.

sSuch a sudden elevation did not fail to arouse the Jealousy of

)

his colleagues, and in particular that of Phea: Dev: moli, NYm, al-
though the latter had just veceived the title of Phra: Buddhaghosi-
ciivya.  One day when they were about to examine n eandidate, a
disagreement arose as to the translation of the Pali word s,
The prince sbrongly maintained his own opinion, with some justifica-
tion, whereupon his colleague broke out, exclaiming: < Ware it not
for the eratitude T owe to His Majesty, [ should cet oot sore
comigg to such mectings ”,  In consequence of Ghis incident, the hot
tempered abhot was veprimanded by the king and forhidden to appear
at official functions. The diveetion of tln organisation of examinations
was given to Prince Mongkut, and was retained by hiv wntil the
death of the king.  Under his guidanee, religious teaching underwent
a revival and attained to o standard muel higher than that in any
previous reign.

I6 was not to he Tong before his knowledge of the Seriptures
would arouse in the prince seruples of conscience,  While still young,
he had been a witness of the seandalg which caused the diseredit of the
Nigher ranks of the priesthood.  Fouy years spent wimong the maonks
had unfortunately ouly widened his carlior experience.  Bubinaddition
to immorality due to individual wenkne sses, inwhat a number of Ways
were the ovdinary vales of the monastic 1ife daily disregarded, while
«eibher theough difforence or ighorance none took upon themselves to
pass consure,  Litble atbention was paid to the few vites preseribed by

the Buddha to the assembly of lig (11&('1])1 ps. The hieetings in the con-

munitics were no more held periodically but depended on the will of

the abbots,  The rales laid down in the tit()l.'nmhu:y were o dead

letter.  Prince Mongkut, after » study of the texts, Degan to doubt
even the correctness of the ordination ceremony as performed in
Siam, - Thus the Siamese chureh had failed o preserve the sacred
tradition which alone made it wor

Baddha and the Laay. The f;

thy of the same veneration ag the

aith had no Ionger g single representatbive

nor - anyone  with (mtlmntv to expound it ity foundations were
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undermined and the very voots of the tree to whieh the faithful
aune for refuge were rotbing away . ... Under these conditions it
wus an open deceit to wear the yellow vobe: it would be hetter to
discard the vobe and to consider the teaching of the Bnddha as a
mere doctrine in philosophy.

One afternoon, when the prince had retived to the Bot to
vest, he suddenly determined to scek assistance from -the deities
which protect the faith of the Buddha in the cight regions of the
universe.  When he had lighted eandies and strewn flowers before
the greab gilded statue of the Buddha, he pronounced this vow :
CWhen T dedieated my life to the service of the Lovd, I took the
yellow robe by veason of my convietions and my faith, with no
thought of reward, honour, or praise.  If anywhere in this workd
there  still remain any spivibual descendants  of the ten-powered
Sugata, may it be given to me to meet them within three or seven
days from now, or ab least to know of their existence.  Should this
not be granted to me, Tshall have to infer that the spivitual family
of the Tord has become extinet, and T shall Teave the yellow robe in
order to follow as o Tayman the tive or the cight conmmandments as
may seem it " :

Three or fours days afber he had made this vow, the prince
came to know that ab the head of Wat Pavaramangala there was o
dignitary of Mon ovigin, named PhiasSumedhiicivya, who had been
ordainad at Pegu and was held to be very well versed in questions
of doctrine and of diseipline. The prinee hastened to pay him a
visit.  The conversations which followed inspived in him o great
adwiration for the Mon community, swhich seemed to observe the
commandments of the Buddha muceh move strictly than the Siamese
communitics.  He vealised that it was possible to he ordained in o
way above all criticism and to live in conformity with the rules of
the Vinaya.,  Having thus vegained eonfidenee, he gave up the iden of
leaving the priesthood, but he vesolved without delay to follow the
rules of the Mou community, as they had been expounded to hine by
the abbob of Wat Pavaramangala, remaining free, however, to modify
them if he should see it to do so. It is probable that he had him-

self preovdained in conformity with the rvitval of the Mows. Bui
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as it would not have been comfortable for him to live after Lis
own rules in the midst of a community which was both nwercus
and conspicuous, he decided to return to Wat Samdrai.  There
he eould lead his own Hfe without scandal, thanks to the dis-
tance of the Wat from the city and the considerable freedom allowed
to the inmates.  During this second residence at Wat Sdmdrai, Prince
Monglkut worked out the details of the veform which was to
result in the formation in the Siamese Chureh of o new  seet,
the Dhammayuattika, or sect of those who adhere to the Law. The
sect was to have an hmportant influence on the veligions life of the
country.  The prince left Wat Mahidhitu in 1829, but he retained
his vesidenee there and paid brief visits to it until his appointment
to be head of Wab Pavaranivegn, seven years later.  His activities
were from now on centred elsewhere and were 1o longer eonneetd

with the history of the Monastery of the Great Relic.

The Sanghardja, Don, died on 23rd September, 1842, at the
age of eighty-one years.  In May of the following year, the king
named as his successor the abbot of Wat Rajapurana, Nakh ( Niga )
aged  sevenby-eight  years, who was Somddt Phra:Vanaratan,
Unlike his predecessor, the patviaveh did not take up his abode at
Wat Mahadhatu.  The curse delivered by its founder against any
person not of his own fawily who wight dare to touch the buildings
which he had constructed, had caused the monastery to be left
uncared for since 1803, The pious king 'l’]n‘n:N;\“l,ng Klio, who had
been oceupied sinee the beginning of his veign in the vestoration and
the decoration of the monasteries in the capital, had never included
this monastery in lis plans. It was in vain that the abbot and chiel
monks had 1'@.]_)uztt‘ually pointed out to the king the disagreeable effeet
of this dilapidated monastery, situated close to the royal palace, and
had urged him to make it a warthy  counterpart. to Wat Pho
which had heen entively vebuilt and embellished.  He had always
vefused to incur the tervible maledictions of the former second
king.  The abandoned mounastery  threatened to hecome a ruin.
The roofs of the veligious edifices collapsed, while the kuti were bave-

- N m
Iy hahitable.  The huildings were in sueh a ruinous state that the
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king had discontinued the amual fathine gifts.  The new patriareh
msisted once again that the monastery which was hig official resi-
dence, should be vestored to its original condition,  The king was
then nearly sixty years old, an age which is considered -pretty rvipe
among the Sianmese, and he veplied that now that his life had alwost
veached its end, the power of the cumrse which he would inear, seemed
less fearful to him and the work of restovation should shortly he put
in hand.  The Sangharija, Nikh, remained for the present as abbot
of Wat Rajapurana, while the duties of abbot of Wat Mahadhitu
were performed by th:ﬁ;’m_mbmiloka, Phulk, who had been the
assistant of the previous Sanghavija. The work of restoving the
Monastery of the Great Relic was started as promised, but before it
was completed, the Sangharaja, Nakh, died in 1849, His suceessor,
Prince Paramiinujita, who was nominated two years later, was
abbot of Wat Pho and he venmained as head of that important
monastery.  Wat Mahadhatu, which had been the teaditional resi-
dence of the patriaveh for half-w-century, now ceased to be so.

The restoration of Wat Mahadhatu was begun in 1844 ov
1845, Complete veconstruetion  was necossary, and  in several
imstances quite new  work was put in. The principal cdifices
were reconstructed according to the oviginal plan, the Bot being
shightly higher than before.  The only noteworthy change was made
in the Vihara: it was given a porch in front and at the back, thus
abtaining the same length as the Bot: hut as it had not been widened,
there remained the same dissymetry bebween it and the Mandapa.
In ovder that the structure might be lengthened, the paiv of prang
behind the Vihara had to he moved to o northerly site bhehind
the gallery. The library and the helfry were also moved, as
wentioned above,  The gallery does not seem to bave heen altered ab
all, though the towers above the doors date from this period.  The
most tmportant alteraticns werve in that part of the monastery where
the monks lived. A new residence was built for the patvinreh; it in-
cluded o large building for his private use, a vest-pavilion synunetrical
to the library, and seven ki for the patriaveh’s followers, the whole
being suerqunded by a wall.  The monks’ quarters were all built of

9

brick. They were divided into thirteen groups, some of which con-
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tained w lavge puvilion to serve as a library, w hall for prayer and a
vefectory.  There were additional vows of kugi vanged along the
monastery  walls.  The new  plan intended  to provide ample
accommodation for one thousand monks and noviees,  Thivty sl
were also constructed, mainly vound the walls of the gallery and on
either side of the principal entrance of the Monastery, on the site
which is now oceupied by the National Libravy,

The work of restoration was 1)1"wticwll\' completed, when by
a strange stroke of fate, King Phra: N‘mw‘ Klio died on 2nd April,
1851, Prince Mongkut, who was abbot of Wat Pavaraniveca, was
ealled upon to ascend the throne, in cireumstances which will be
related elsewhere.  The work of restoration was finished by the uew
King.  During his veign, he had only built a sinall Vihira heside the
Bodhi tree brought from Ceylon, on the very spob where he had
lived during his fivst term in the priesthood.  The building is
nowadays known as Vikdra bodhilanka or the Viliea of the Bodhi

tree of Ceylon,

When King Monglkub thus eame into power, his  former
colleague Phra: Buddhaghosicirya, Xim, then abbot of Wat Moli-
lokya, became alarmed lest the new monarch should now tale his
revenge for the atfronts which he had received, and was preparing
to flec to his birthplace, Phatehybiri,  The king, however, had
appreciated the L\l)Ll‘]L]lC(' of his adversar v, and after vaising him
to the vank of Sémdé, appointed him to be head of the Monastery
of the Great Relie, buch & generous pavdon inspived the prelate to
eompose & poem in Pali in pradse of the royal clemency, and this so
gratified the king that it was thene seforth included in the customar y
Prayers intoned at official ceremonies, The new abbot died seven
years later, at the age of seventy-four years.  His successors were
for some time dignitaries of a wiel, lower rank, and the monaster v
gradually decreased in Importance, while the majority of the luti
were not - inhabited.  Wat Pho became e centre of religiony life,

and Inter Wat P, avaranivega, the rvesidences of the patriarchs,

* At ‘Hu, beginuing of King Chulalongkorn’s reign, however,
Wat Mahadhitu was an object of the voyal favour.  Sinco its founda-
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tion, the monastery had been the place ab which were burnt the
gonies collected from the wms in which the bodies of kings and
princes of high rank were placed during the sometimes lengthy
period hefore eremation. From 1877 onward, the Wat became the site
for the actual eremation of voyalty, in place of Wat Pavaraniveea
which proved to be not sufficiently spacious for the ceremonies on
guch oceasions,

It wag not until 1889 that the Monastery of the Great Relic
recovered some importance.  The king appointed as head of the mo-
nastery a famous Pali scholar from Wat Arunpa, the Phra: Devamoli,
Dit, then aged  fifty-two years.  He was to give very active
assistance in prepaving the fivst printed edition of the Siamese
Tripitaka and to receive in 1900 the title of Sémdst Phra :Vanaratan.
In the same year, 1889, the king had found a home in the sdld
belonging to the Wat for the religions school which had heen housed
within the precinets of the Royal palace since the beginning of the
Bangkok period, following a tradition dating back to the fivst kings
of Ayuthia and even to the Stikhdthii period.  Instruction was given
to the monks by six lay professors chosen from awmong the royal

EH

“pandits 7 and paid from the royal purse. In May, 1893, at the
time of tension between the Trench and the Siaumese, the sehool had
to make way temporarily for an organisation hweiedly formed by
ladies of the Siamese aristocracy to care for the wounded, This
organisation was ab first called the Society of the Red Unniloma and
was the beginning of the powerful Red Cross orgavisation found i
Siam to day.  The school was woved into the Bot.

The heir to the throne, Prince Mahdvajiruphisa, died in the
following year. The king decided to use a portion of thu lavrge funds
sob aside for the funeral expenses in the construction of a permanent
building where the wn might be placed during the preliminary
ceremonies. It was to be evected on the edge of the site for royal
cremations, along the eastern boundary of Wat Mahadhatu.  Once
the cremation was finished, this building could be used to house the
school of Pali, bub it could also be used for similar cremations in the
future, and gxpenses would thus be considerably reduced. In carry-
ing out this plan, the Red Cross organisation was moved out, and all
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the eastorn portion of the outer wall of the monastery was demoli -
ed, as were also the various sal@ and kati which had heen built in
the space between that portion of the wall and the cloister,  When
the site had been propaved, the king laid the first stone with due
solemnity in September, 1896.  The work proceecded hut slow Iy nad
when the cremation of the heir to the theone took place in 1900,
even when King Chulalongkorn himself died in 1910, the huilding
was nob yeb ready for use. Eventually, on the copletion of t1
building, King Riama VI installed there i T916 the Vajiradiina
National Lilravy, which had heen founded in 1881 hy King Chula-
longkorn and obher children of King Monglut, hut up to that time
had had no ahode of its own,

At the beginning of 1897, the king handed over to the abbot of
Wat Mahadhatn a s of Tes. 80,000 from the estute of Prinee
Mabhavajirunhisa, for the complete restoration of phe monastery,
To commemorate this generous wift, the pediments of the Vihins
were decorated with  ornaments i stuceo representing the erown
af the helrs to the throne,  In 1898, the Pandits’ school, whieh was
the embryo of ghe Chulalonglkorn Universiby, was moved to Wat
Sudavgana,  The ahbot of Wat Mahadhitu then founded o sehool
of Pali for the ifnstruction of the mates of the monastery, for
which the teachers were deawn from the ranks of the monks then-
selves. The sehool was housed in the huildings, constructod during
the third reign to he the vesidenee of the Suigharija; for this
purpose, these 1)1111(]1110.\ underwent  some wlberations,  Sinee 1912,
the  school  has been under J,’ln,'z,:!')hmnnmt,miI()l\':'L(.‘:z'Llf_y;L, Heng,
who was appeinted  ahbot of e monastery on the death of

)
omd(,t Phia Tanavatana, Dit son Ldth August, 1923, and has recoived

in 1929, the title of Phra: Vimaludhamma, Under the direction of
this learned prelate, the school of Pali 1,

1as sbeadily pr ospeved, and it
I Now eonsiclered one

of the mast nportant centres of religious
. teaching in S,

The N’I()ll;lst(.'i.'y of the Great Relie helongs to the old unreform-
ol seet, the Mz’l]]:-11]”"«_-\:'21‘, hut sinee 1 I14, the inmates have clothed
themselves after the st yle of the monks of the Dhamm: ayattika order.
This was donbtless o movement towards the unjon of the two sects,
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Reference fo numbers,

Mandapa

Bot

Vibara

Prang

Gé.llery

Vihara Bodhilanka
Bodhi tree
Bell-tower

Kan barien
Pétriarch’s residence
Library

Pgnd

Pali school buildings
Vlajiraﬁana, National

Lifbrary.
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whiel have cewsed for s long time past. to be rivals, Tno diseipline
andd in learning, Wat Mahiidliibu has nothing to desive From the hest

monasterios of the reformed seet,







