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HISTORY OF WAT MAHADHATU 
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R LLNUAT. 

Tho tnonastery which is DOVI' called Wnt l\hhli.c1hu.tn (l) ot· tht7 

Monastery of tlw Great Hdic was founded nt the beginning of tlw 

first reig11 hy Mahiism·nsilf1hanii,da, the Simnese secoml king. The 

fcnnHler waK the younger brother of the first king nml had slu1red his 

fortmws KitlCe the days of Ayuthirt. In good time they had mllied 

to the cmum of Phy11 T~k tmd hitcl distinguished themselve:-; agttinst 

both internal ttnd external foe:-;, so th11t l'oyal fn,·om·s had been 

showered upo11 them. lt was tbe under::;tanding between theRe twf} 

brotlwrH which mmhletl the troubled situation at the end of the reign 

oE Pl1yt1 T;;:-k to ho ~mlved HO easily. Thus it wtts thn,t when the ne"\\' 

king came to the tlmme in 1782, he inYited hiR brother to sht1l'e the 

highest rtcnk with him, as HeColld king. It was a pmely honorary 

title which coul<l not bnt fail to satisfy the ambition of the youuget· 

prince: lw 1wvm· ceaHed to aspire to the 1mccession ttncl 11t one time~ 

w11s even in open rdmlliou against his bi'Other. 

'!'he socoml king ennsed n lnxnriotHl pahtco to he built for 

hhwwlf ou the left lmn k of the Menum and, iu accordance with the 

tmditicm, iu front (2) o[ the pu lace which the first king >Yt1R then 

IHtvi11g hnilt, aml npstreum from it. Between the two palaces and 

facing the rivet· wtts nn ancim1t mmmstery called \Vat St'LlfLk or 

«the Sculptured l\1oiHLfltery ", hehincl which stretched tt Yttgnfr 

expunse of land later to he made the site for the cremation of 

royttlty. 'l'o judge from the remains of the older buildings which lio 

in the north-west portion of tbe modern mom1stery, it was ttlready 

1. My chief source is a, monograph by H. It. H. Prince Dmnroug 
I> J ""'~ 

Rmumuplmb published in B. E. 24.G 1 under the title IHJS :r:~lil 'J~:WV\lfil~. 

2. 'rhe pal11ce of the second king, nt Ayntbin,, stood in front of th~ 
~· first Icing's ~alace ; thence the name by which it WftS commonly c~tlled : 'J~'Ul 

(Vang NO..), or the F?·ont pr~lace. 
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of c;tllllU imporbweu lmLoru tlw .l'onmlation ol' Bangkok. Bnt tlw ontlny 

o[ tlw IIIOJmstory \\'tts lltUeh disturhorl hy tlw plmuti11g· ul' LlH~ now 

(·npibl. 'I'll!\ ,;ity w;Lll Rplit tlH: lllml:tsLury i11to tm1 parts and <tt tho 

s:tnH\ timo ent it nit' frolll tlw rivt:r, so that tlw prineip:tl l1nildings 

now stood iu :t rather t\eeuutrie pt1Hition. 'l'lw .'H:CO!lll king dutcl'­

lll.i!lorl to rdmild thu whulv llliiJHtHt.ury and Jttakt: ol' it n11 1\l"lificu 

wen-thy o[ tlu: Hitu uJt w!tic:h HLood :dHu t]JU two my:tl pal:wt:f'. 'l'l!u 

wurk of t·eeouHtnwtioJt w:<H lic:gnn in 1/l):l and [Jl'IWPudud .:.;idt:-lly-sicle 

with the cum;tl'uc:tiun or the sueonrl kiug-'s own p:tlneu. Tlw lll\W 

JllO!lnRtm·y Laced it\\·ny frol!l tlw ril't:l'. 'l'l1u rc•lig-ions bttilcling·H wm·o 

uruetud llll n piel;e ol' l:tlHl lying on thu 1:dgu of t,hn ~it1• fo1· roy11l 

.crum;ttiuns, wl1ieh had huun gmntud in uxehnng·<: l'or tlmt tnk1:n np 

liy tlw building of tlw city \1'!111. 'J'Iw lllOllkH' rtum{t~I'H \\'Pl'l! lai<l at 

tlw hnek on tho old Hitu of Wnt S:tfrLk. ThiH orig·inal phn htLH never 

been :Litm·erlnDI' !I:Ls tlmt ot the tlm!u g'l'l\tLt mligimiH udil-it:1~s in the 

JttOIJnster~': Mmy}:tpn, Flc)t and Vihiit·:t. 

'l'hu ~I<LJ,i<.\:tp:L iH, hy Yil'Llll\ or iLH pusitioit in l'l'illlt of tlw 

tw11 otlwr mlili(~I~H, to hrJ eoJtsiclel'c:r[ Llw lltost illi]Jill'Ltult. Tn tlw 

<Willtls ol' tho kingdoni it is rul:ttud tl1nt tho ~weond king pltLIIJH··<l to 

JmiJd ill itiH J!lllaet~ gTillllHis IL pttvi]iull Hd, ill lL lllil!itLLlll't: lab), like 

tl1:Lt in tl11' l'O.)'ttl pnh<:u nJ Ayllthi:L. Tltr' l't'r[Itisit~: nmturiallln<llinuil 

eolluctell:wd wurk begun, wlru11 two t:l'iiniJH.tb who htL<l nwdn tlHlil' 

1my into thu pa,lacu gt·omldH wut·n Hlli'[H'iHe<l hy t,]ll) g·n:LI'<l a,l!(l in tho 

t\!lRUiJig ehttHu onu of the p1·inee'H fullowun; waH killed m1 tlw very 

:-;itu inteu1lutl for thu now pavilion. rl'hu sueond king, wl1o htHl only 

by a lucky dmuc~u t\HC:tpuil thu eonspiracy, uow r1Jlcctetl how tho 

:sueoud kingH of Aynthia lmd in tlwit· pnl:Lcu gromHls Ho pavilion Hneh 

ns ltu WtLH propnHing to lmilcl. Hu HtLW iu thu uvont wl1ieh Intel ,jm;t 

occm•ted :1 mtming that lriH pbn waH inoppol'tnHe ancl accordingly 

g·:wo it np. Ho cleeidl'cl instu:Ml to nsu tho nmtoria:l ttL his diHpoc;ttl 

in lmilcling t1 MavcJttptt iu the gronmlH of tho 1ww Wttt Sal~k. For 

thiH strnctmu 11 MtL\H}npiL in Wttt Qri Snrvn:jiin,, il) tl1u roy:tl clmpelt1t 

1. Sar-

YH,iiia,, "the OmniKcient ", is a IUUlll~ of the Hllllilh:t. 
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Ayntl.1in, ,,.,,:-; <tpp:u·untly t:tkt:ll ;c:-; n lllolkl. Jc kccl;t pointutl, c· 1111 L~­

:-;hn,pt·t1 l'tH>I' and l~tllltniuud n giltlc:d clmli .~ilnil:tr to the mw in the 

1\'ltH,ll}:tpn of Wat ~Jri Nnrmjih. In 1·iow oF the fnd tlmt thiK lattu1· 

M:tt.H}<L]Ht w:t:-; du:-;ig'JWil to htJid l;hu ashes ul' tho kingK o[ Aynthitt and 

lllUIIil>L\1'1-\ ol' Uw roy:d l'tLJllily, onu 11\fty preHllme tlHtt it, \I'ILH the in­

tentiml ol' tlw ;;m:OIHl ki11g· tlmt tlw l\:lal;ti~<tpn. o[ thu rww Wnt Sttl~k 

nnd itc; c/1ed i shonld Kt:t'l"t: <L Killlil:tr pm·poHt:. 

F\uhin1l tlw )'f:tl}l}ttp:t, the B11t ttlHl tlw Vih:l.J'<L wul'u l';tisud 

sicle-h.Y-Kitlc:. 'L'lwKu two strlH:tm·e:' <tre llOWttcbys o[ clitl'erunt 

tlilllUIIKious, the BC,t l1uing ntther lttrger th.m tho Vihitnt, :tnd n,s tlwi1· 

:uus an: nt rt lih: clisttmcu fro111 the Ml1\lC}<tpa, there i," :t slig·ht bek 

of synnm:try in relntioll to thu i\J:t~l<Jrqm. 'J'hiH laek of Rymmetry w;ts 

proh:Ll>ly c:tnsu<l l>y Fnrtlwr n.ltorations to which I ;;lmllrefm· ln.tul'. 

A J!'l'tlllfl :tutltt p:tir of uherli were set up .uorth of the Vihfi,m 

and south ol' tlw Hot.. In ttclditi011, two llloro 1mmg, which hrwo now 

dif:lttppmm:d, wm·u pi:Leecl hul1i1Hl tlw Vihitnt. Thu whole group of 

1mihlings waH :-;m·t·otutrlecl by n covurud. eloiRt.er contnining rL l'tYW of 

Budrllms in rt sitting poKitiiJJI. 

Tho holhy rtncl tlw library \\;m·e built faciug one m10ther 

ontsidu tho eloistur :wd behind tl11: Bot. Dming the third reign,. 

both thuRu lmildiugs wut·o moveclrtml phwed in their prusent positions; 

the l1el fry i;; !lOW ;;lightly to thu north of its origiunl ;;ite, while the­

lihrm·y is within t.hc· h~ti, nt the eorner of tlw Sru1ghuriijn.'s. 

t•esidcmcu. 

Tho Ku:n,lnt'l"l:eu, or lmll o[ prmwhiug, wtts sut in thu poHitiml 

vvhich it oeenpiuK to-dtty. '.l'lw lUOll kR' q1mrkrs were tt11 built of' 

wood ex:cupt three building;; for the n.bbot's uKu. 

A wall of brick mn at·imml tlw wholu mmwHtery, containing· 

SOVt)ll dOOl'H, or which thu lllOnt impmtant Wiln Umt which opened ()ll 

to tl1o site of l'oyal ul'ellllttions tunl bcn·e 11 roo[ in the fonu of 11 jl')'((1ll]. 

Ou the emnpletior1 o[ the work of: t·ceon;;tnwtion, the seemHI 

ldug beRtowed .upon the monnstol'y, which ,,·r~.s JIOII' RO cmuplutt~ly 
changed, the name of \Vat Nibbani'n·i'mm, the mmmRtery of Nirvi'Ll.J 11

• 

It Wftl'l n, n'1mw unknown in tho no'rnenclatul'U of Aynthi~L mH1 of 
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Si1khr)thi'Li and wa.~ prulmbly r:hmH~n in nd'r•J'l~lleu to the lHaJ;H)ttptt, 

whi(~h waH phiuly in the eye~::~ of it~::~ l'umHlm· Llw 11101::1t itttportant 

point iu tlw JJIOllttfltery. (l) 

Some few yearH ttfter itH Wlllpletioll, tlw MotJ<lHtm·.v or Nil'­

\'lL~HL waH the ~::~eenu of an en.~ttL ntelllOJ'ahlo in tltu hi~::~tory of Bnd­

·dhi~::~m in Siam-the llll'uting of tlw "1\'intlt Con neil". When Ayuthin, 

mtH cnptnn:d hy tl1e Bmuwse in 171i7, tlw lllltnnHel'ipt~::~ stoJ'(•tl in the 

uJona~::~tic lihmriu~::~ dif-:ttppl:<Lt'url during tht: fin: aJHl pillngu whieh took 

plaeu. When the ecnmtry waH at pcncu ;tgain, it mtH u1w ol' the ti.I'Ht 

taHkH ol' Pby•• 'L'~k to foJ·m a JW\\' (·olll:etion ol' t.he emloJJiml text1-1. 

He tlwl'doru e<tm;erl 11 Heal'ch t(J he nuulu in thu pt·ovinceH nnrl enm 

in Cnmhoclin for tite bust eopiuH ol' thu Tripitnk:t in nxi;;teJ!r:u nlHl 

Lhu:·;u were ltHHl'!llbl(:d in the cttpitnl. Jlhy1t T~k \\'ttH rll'i\'l:ll fi'Otll the 

throne lmfm·u anything hall lwen done with tl1iH JJIHLurinl, !Jut hiH 

.HlteeesAor li<te~tr~Jit~d to J'ollow up thu c;r:lwme. Wt·unl thu vut·y lH:g·in­

Jling of hi;; reign. King l'hrtt: l'hfttthn: .Jbt !<';~ ltnd eopinH nuHlu of 

the cloemnent;; which l11ttl lJL'L!ll eolleetucl ancl rlistrilntt<~(l tiH~Jll to tlw 

royal nJOJHtstr!l'ie:-;. These eopie;; 1\'ut'() n:ry impurr(,et, !wing !'nil 

·of omissiow; nml cn·t·ot'H whieh Jllltlh! tlw tr:aehing ol' thu Law tt 

<litfieult nmttul'. Tlw king and the) seeu1Hl king thurul'ore Hlllll­

Jnoned in the lHLII of the p<tlnee <til ltHHl~lllhly ol' It hundrlHl high 

·dignitaries of the 8ni1glm and doctm·H of theology. Whl'll t1.ll httd 

agreed thn.t tt reviHion of thu uxiHtitlg nH1·lll1Heripts waH imperativo, 

the tcAf:lembly WitH HHkerl to appoint. 11 Hruir;l~yuniL ut· " Council" 

to "recite" the Hltcred textH-thnt iH, to l'ustore them in tlwit· original 

l'ol'lll. '!'he hundred rt'ligiouH mull jJl'ilCl~eclucl innnedirttely to Wat 

Bang v~~ .Jar (now c;lllucl Wat Hn: kll!l.ng on the right lmnk of: 

the rivur ), the re~::~idenee of the ~::litliglmri\jl1., and there eho;;e 218 

lllnnkfl rmd :~2 royal'' pnuditH" to cmmtitute thnt important council 

1. In a pamphlet writt.eu ~~fter the demi::;e of the seeoml king, a.nrl 

published by King Ohnht!ongkom in ;tppeudix to the ~~~n"TT';J"'llin!, the word 

'Wvnw, nibblintt, is used as refel'l'ing to the death of the second king. 1'hen, 

the uarne given to the monn.>~tet·y mny be :tn indim1tion of the wish of it;s 
" foundet· to have his ttshes kept in the ~Ltl,lr]apft. 
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whieh is COllKi<lered hy the SinliWK<~ to hu thu ninth asKmulllcc1 ~onnce 

Uw clmtth of the Bnddlm. 

\V:Lt ~jlJ1Ji1llfLl'11lll11 WH.K ch.OHU!l HK the IIH:flting-plttelJ Ot the 

UomH:il, by l"c·nHoll of its position lJdwem1 thu pal<tCuH of tho 1in;t :uHl 

the secuml kingH, U!HlL~l' whostJ etpml patt·mutgu tho work was to bu 

erm·iud 011. The lllOiltl.Ktm:y waH tLt thiN time romtmr:d W11t Phl'a: 

t)ri Sttnaj:ii.tt, <lonhtleHH lwctHlHe ol' the sil!liittrity of itR Mtt~H}t1pt1 to 
that of the f11llHlllH chttpul ttt Aynt.hiu.. 

On the ] :.lth ~ovum bur l7RH, in tlw Jlliddlu of the lttst month 

ot tlw miuy HCttxun, the two kiugs p1·ocm~dc<l in Htatu to the Bot of 

\Vttt Cri Stu·ntji'iit, wheto thu 250 Jnun!lwr.K of the Comwil \\'t~re 
' . 

nHHt~mblecl. l'ln·u,: Vinmht Dlmmmn, tbe tdJhot of: Wt1t l'h6, one ol' 

thu letLclerK in tlw Cmmcil tmd lrttet· the antihOI' oE a history ol' thu 

nilll: connciiH in PtLli, J't~atl tt "HUpplicu,tion" to thu goth-; who ha<1 hen.t·d 

tlw actntd wm·ds ol' the Bwl<ll111. It was <1 pmyur tlmt the god:-; 

wonlcl !LSHiHt Uw ll)[:)lllht!l'H or the Conncil lll l'L'(\ttlling tlw Kacrucl te:-dH 

and proteet thetn agt~inst tlw evil powm·s whielt wonlcl try to eonfnsu 

their thol!ghts. 'l'hu <tKHulll hly thou di virlL\(l iLHuH into fonr g'l'oupH 

<11Hl each g'l'Ollp WHK nllottutl n pol'tion of thu :Saert"d Seriptm·t~K. 

Tltu fh·c;t, which l11Hl ns its pt·e~-;idunt thu Smi_g·lmrii~jtt, Si, was giVPil 

tltu task of l'u\·i,'liJtg tlw Snttantn.pivttka ttn<l IIOld it:-; meeting-s in the 

BClt. '!'he Kt\l'mld gr[)np, with Phnt: Vamtl'tttntH1, 8-6.kh, the nl1hot u[ 

\Vat ql'i Snrvajiiu, t~K it:-; pl'mdclunt, dualt with tho Viwtyttpitttlut ttJHl 

nwt in tho Vihi11'a. Tlw thinl, w hieh nwt in thu lVla.~H}aptt with 

Plm1: Vinwla Dbaulltnt ttH pt'uBident, Wtts charged with tho prodnc­

t.ion of tho trnu tox.t of thL~ SaclrlitviHeHttJH.t. 'l.'lw fourth aud lttHt 

group occnpied the h:tll of JH'<tyer aml wns conccrnml with the Pttmnmt­

tlmpitalm: itK pruHident wnH Phm: BnlJhiic:1ryt1, P:~o, the n.bbot of 

Wnt Jud:1ri'Ltl1H, who Wtts lntee joinucl hy Phr,L: Dlmnnna 'l'rniloktt, 

Xt;ln, of Wn,t Hai~l-'t1. The latter lmd beeu Sna1g·huriijn under Phy11 

Titk and W:tR still nncl<~l' the shadow of thu rnmiA1lllHJllt inHicted Oil 

him, hut by th<:J iuterventiou of his HllCCt\fiSOr he wn,fi 11hle to ohtnin 

thu royal pn.rclon c;o that he might take part in the wol'k o£ tho 

Council. 

'l'h~<mghout the period when the Council \Val'\ .Kitting, the king 

a.JHl the !'eeond kin,g wont uvMy cln.y, mOl'ning ttml evening, to the 

I 
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ntoun~:~Lut'y. [u Lltu mut·ning, tl1uy cli~:~tl'ilmtud l'o<Hl Lo thu Jnotil~K 

in tlte Conneil, who g·athm·ud toguthur 111 thu lo11g g<tllc~ry 

to J•ec:eivt~ thn <bily nit'uring. ln tlw u\'l~Jting, at tht: ti11W of pmyul', 

thn two kings t~ntttu ag;tin tu pruHL'nt e;uHlluH awl liqnid rdt·L·Hlnncnt. 

The roynJ prilH:l\K mtcl tht~ oJ!iein,l~:~ ol' tltt· three palac:P:-; (l.l \\'Cl'U ttlso 

elmt'ged with the ctH'e[nl umintummeu o[ tho Uonueil. 

'L'Ito l'l\ViKiuJt oF tlw '.L'L'ipi\;aka lnstoll [m· li\'l~ l!Hlllths. 'l'ltt' 

l'('Yisecl colledion \\'Hi'i llUL(lu ttp ol' ~t-1:--\ nmtl\lHC:l'ipts in not leHH titan 

3,508 hnndlos of prtlm-kal'. TlJU king Jmcl 111•H1D n, eupy of thiR 

"Cmmc:il Edition" ot• "Edition of tlw 01<11\Tn:-:tut'K ,. ac; it iH JllOI'Ll 

USllfiJily enllud 110\\'<Mhyc;, whieh wac; si~ titllUK eun·udud hy tlw 

m·igimtL Tt c:ouHiHtt,ll of :)IJ4 texts, fot·tning :1,Gf:lli hmtdh~:-: of palm-lenf. 

The edgL'H ol' tlto luttvuK in etLch lmndlu, as well m; tliu Sllt'l<tCC\ of: tlw 

outer lm1Ne:o:, wm·u eovm·t~d witlt go1<1, HO tlmt o;teh lmndlu loukecllike 

!L hm· or golcl. 'l'hiH W<1H the "Ch.·ttnd Gilt Edition", (~11r:lt volnmo of 

whielt WttH wmpped i 11 gold bt·ut~M1e <tml hound togethnr with HHtny 

c:olonrucl Hil kK. 

'l'lw king cliHtribntucl giHK <tltlllllg' tho !l!Ullllwt'H of tlte Comwil, 

yellow rohe:-: to the monkH 11nd gm·tru:mtK to the laity. 'l'lton, in 

aceonbnco with the l'itnu,l of: religious oli:'ering, ltu HlJl'inkld on tlw 

hnnd1-1 of the .Bnddha conHecl.'ated water from <t golcleJJ U\\'l)l', while 

vowi1Jg tlmt hu would 1-1oe thL· bcmc\fit of his go()(l work e~tendod 

throughout the wol'ld. When thiH cel'Umony wrLK tinislwd, the 'l'ri­

pitnlm lltamtHcl'ipts wm·u enl'I'iecl in royal litterH ilt p1·oeesHion to ·wat 

Phnt: Ken, whore they nnn·owly m;crtped cleKtrnction i.tJ the tit't\ 

w!1ieh brnkr; out on the vm'Y day they wm.·o rlepo1-1ited. 

'J'hu 8t~ilglmt·iijt1 8[ died in 17H4. 'l'he king chose aH ]lie; 

HllC:Cesscn· thu nbbot of Wat 9r1 SM'V<\jiia,, Siikh ( Snklm ), who bOl'u 

the titlu oJ Phm: Vamtt'tttamt n,ml hml heen pre1-1ideut of tlmt gnmp 

of the Ninth Couneil in elutrgo of tlw l'o\·iHion of the Viuayrt. At 

tho time of his nomi rmtiou hu wns ahont sixty years of <tge rtnd wai-l­

to hu l1e1Ml uf the Olmt·c·h fm rt ful't.hm· twenty-three yent'H. The 

J.. '.l'lten: was n1; tlmt time a tltit·tl king, wlwse p:Llnee w:.ts on tltL' 

t•ight bnnk of thte I'i\'C!J'. Ho was n twphell' of the lind; iuicl,..the sf•eond 

kings. 
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king in llOlniimtiug the new ~ttiJglmri\jn. had lluciclecl tlmt he Rhonlll 

1'PimLin n.t \V;tt (;)J•i :--;m·\"<tjn;t, whielt wn.s Lutter pheud to hu the rusi­

rhmeo ol' Llw p<ltri;treli tlmu \V;tt H:t: khtung. From now on Wnt 

Cti An.t·vnj:lw. lwld tlw first position nmm1g thn roy;LlmomtKLeries. 
l <- • 

The l'(lllowiug ye;tr tlw seemHl king JIHtdl1 n. rleeision to J•utre;tt 

[or rt short timu 111Hll~l· tlw yldlow rolw, in fnliihnent of t1 vow made 

dnring ilhwss. Bdm·o Lttking lt~n.w uf the king, according to tho 

em:tom, lw ollt<tinerl panlon for :n condmnuecll1l'isonet·s iu the grwls, 

with tlw plll']lllHu thttL thuy slwnld ontt;t' tlw priesthood vvith him ttnll 

so inct·lm.se tlH~ murit of l1is ttd,iou. Hu wttR mdttinerl in the BtJt of 

Wat 9ri f:bt'\'<tjiltt ou lRt ,Jnly, l7!J5, hdoro an ;t,'lsmnhly of 44 monks, 

into which lw Wt.ts intt·cHlneml by tho ptttl'ittrch, his npct.J.flu.l.ya. Hu 

rcdiiHJllisherl thu ydlow rolm within n. Wt!ok. 

A fc,w ye;Ll's bttq· tl1u sueoml killg' \\'tLs to Kuu the llHlllttRtel'y 

whic~h l1u lmrl j ltHt FouiHlt'd ;L\uwst <~OIHplt\tuly clustroyucl. On thu 

11ight of tho 21Hl A pi·il, 1H02, some lJHlll k;; ;mrl novicoH were ttnmsing 

thmusl_·h-os lJ,V Jutting oil' tii'U\\'tll'k.'l iu thu t:nmtytLt'd of thu Wn.t. A 

l'Oekut fcdl m1 tlw !'oof ol' th(•. ~'lnwJ:qm, wlwt·u ROJJw pigeons htt<l heun 

bnildiiJg tltl~il' tH•sts, and sc·t lil'u to it. Tlw tiru ,'{jH't~ntl quickly to 

thu two ;vl,j<tt:l'ltt stn:c:tlli'l~S, thu Bt1t an<l Llw Yih.:tnc. Tho iin;t tLJl(l 

Hl\l:oucl kilJgs lllnT.in<l to the: s1:unu of Llw en l:Lmit.y 1L11cl <LHsi;;tud their 

follnwc~r·R in tht: wcJI'k ol' elweking thu uuthi'uak. 1:he g·all~ry ;done 

wn.s :-mn:\cl, tl1n iVI<L\lc}tt]HL, tltu HtJt mul tlw Vihii.J'fL lJuing l:ntirdy 

clestroyu<l. The suemal ki11g songl1t out tho enlprit tLml ducl'l:J("rl thrtt 

he l1u nnh·oekurl 1Wcl oxet'tlLucl i;hc: following day. The Fhl:Jglmrititt 

waH R1WOUH:-d'ul, ho\\'l:\-<'1', i11 obtaining· pardon !'or ltim. 

r[']w Hl~(\01Hl kin.~ !Jl'U(~Uudl!l[ wit]wnt rleby to thu Wlll'k ol' 

l'ccmistniction. In tn·dtn· to pl'l~\'lmt (L roputitim1 of tlw llis;tskr 

which had jnst uccm·t·ed, thu i\Tn.Jy,bptl• IHJW ttssnnwcl its pt·l~sc•nt form, 

th1tt of n, simplu lmild:iHg sqtltm\ in byont, with n, rloor on L·neh sirlP, 

:md covorocl in by nn on1imu·y 1'uol. Inside is 11 KCt~oncl clmmhm· 

<Lhnor;t eumplotuly open on ttll foul' sirleR, in the nentre of which stnmls 

11 :Mn\1~1ttptL :20 1nutres in height. It iR constnwtcll ul' tom pill:trs 

of HUHlom·y covered with snml1 pieeL:s of ghlss, ancl HL<L!Hls on :1 

r.:tone hasr1, ovel'laicl with llmrhle Kln.bs; its roof is sl11tpec1 like 11 

pymutid with decomtud eclgos. Inside tho Mnl,lt,1tLptL iR <L gilrletl 
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c!w1ti like thiLt whieh Ol'igiunlly Htoml t.lwru. In tlw <'loiHt.c•r lH.:twnnii 

the iuuur clmtnlwt· or the M:qu,tap;t anrl tlw outer wnll lli'U pbtet~ll 

Ht:1tneH of the Bncldhn of v:trionH sizeH, smne HeatL~d and t:thm·H in a 

standing po:::;ition. TlwHe Htntno~-;, ttH \l't~ll as thoHu plaeed iu the 

gu.llery :ttHl tlw VihfLt'n, llln,'y' have bt~eu He1Petec1 l'mtu thtJHI' w!Ji<~h 

the first king had co1leete<1 wlwn \Vat Pho \\'tts lmilt. 

It is prolmble that before tlw tire, the B6t mHI tilt~ VihtLl'iL 

were of the snmu Hi:w nnd lllaced at an eqwtl cliHttwce ft'OJll the axis 

of tlw JVht~uJ:tptL. The snerecl nt·un, as lllttrkecl cmt by tht~ sTnui, mnst, 

ha\·e ueeu slightly lru·ger t.huu that covered by tlw Bot iLlld the 

vacant sp:we nwst pt·ub:tbly formed tt gallery nmniug· romHl the 

buildiJJg, ::mch as mny be seeu in Hmuy Sia11Wse mounstL·ries. The 

VihU.t·a w:1s recom;trncterl exnctly as before, lmt tho \\'ttllfl of (;]w 'Bt>t 

were extended to tlw very lilllit of the Httererl are:t. The size of the 

Bot wnH tlms iHcrea;;ed by the ·whole width of tlw origi!Hd 

gttllery, but tho l'eHnlt wttH ~~ JispleuHing lack of c;ymlltett·y in the 

ttrmngement of the three edifices. Beside.Y, ns the stnwtme of the 

new Bot covered the whol<~ of tlw con;;oct·atecl site, the H'i/1/Ut: had 

to be encaHed in the ttctmtl wttll of tlw Bot. They are l't~presented 

in stucco in baH-relief, :four outc;ide at the corners of the lmilding 

nnd four inside in the centt•u uf eneh wnl.l: in the fm·nw1· UtLrmh is 

reprel':len~ed alone, iu the lntter t•iddeu by Jnch·a. 'l'his method of phie­

ing the S''i'IIHl i.Y very nuuHn:tl in :Siam ; in Bangkok it iH to he fonud in 

only one other pln.ee, Wat ,JttmLHaitgl'ii.nm, which is likowic;e the work 

of Mahi1Hm'ar>it~thanuda, the c;eeond ki11g. '!'he B6t wnH constructed 

almoc;t in tbo Wtty it appe~tt'H to-dtcty. It is a btrge lmildiug 

twenty metres wide by fifty long, with many windows framed in 

Htucco relief :1nd four Ride-door:-;. A kind of second euclosure iH 

formed iwo~idc by two row;; of large JllttRonry_ pillarA, and in this 

enclosme iH a big statue of the .Buddha in the ~1ttitucle known t1R tlw.t 

of the victory ovel' lV[am ( l\Hravijayn ), made of bricks n.ud mortar, 

with a covering of plaster, nnd gilrled. 'L'hiR statue is stnTonndecl hy 
sta,tues of eight diAeipleH kneeling with joined lmnds. The ceiling iH 

painted red with gilt Rtars, while the shutters of tho doors and windowH 

bet1l' the nsual gua,rdian figures. There vvm·e origilmlly p<tinting01 oq 

the walls and on the pillm·s, hnt these wcro not restored during the 
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l'ueent renm·ntiuiJH, ttmllJOW;trlnys tho iutorior i:,; pbiuly 'Nhite-w;t~odwd. 

Bt;:-;icleH Lhu llHtl111 fm·nitun• fouml in religion:-; lJLJilding:-; iu ~ia111 , 

there is till eitlwr sido of the nltar n p1tinted wooden elephant nnd 11 

pttinterl wotHlen hun;e, which t1l'e said to lHtvo bueu n:,;ud by tho Hec:ond 

kiug n.s <t clqJoHitmy fm his oJfe1·ings to the lllUlJ ks when tbey madl! 

tlwir 11\0l'Hillg viHit to thD pn.laec. 

Tlw sm:oml king \V11H not allowDd tlw pkaHnru of seoing his 

work tully reHtored. For sevcmtl years p11st he hnd beeu :·mffm·iug 

[rolll 11 er1neor, a,ud during 1H08 the diseitHB beeamo u,entu, so tlmt he 

felt his tillle was nea1·. Not ltmg ])etm'D his den,th he lmd himself 

ettlTied t•omJd the p[l;]n,ee in 11 littur, HO tlmt he might seu for the bRt 

Limo the lmildings whieh lw WtLs ttbont to len.vl:. I~ is said thnt during 

this ronud, lw eried cmt: "It is I, with tlw help of my own men, 

who lmve nuvle those buildings: if over they should fn,ll into tlw 

lmncls of those who 11J'D not my childruu, umy the demcms nnd tho 

gmh; depriYD the poHHOHHOl'H ot' n,ll goo<l Im·tune." The: Heconcl king 

also hncl himseU ctHTied to W11t. yri ::·htlTt~jtitL to lllttke 11 last offering 

to the .Buddha.. , Whull l1u lit1d tLl'I'i\'ed before the grettt stn,tnu i11 the 

Bot, ho <tskecl for his sword tlmt he might preHent it as tt gift to tlw 

Buddha, but when it lmtl heDll brought to him, he instantly turned it. 

11g11inst himself. HiH c:ldest son, who \\'<t.'i with'hiut, tun\ t:ho swurrl 

l'J:om his lmuds, whereupon thu princu in 11 fmy threw himReH on tlw 

grmmrlttml cm·s.P<l tlwHt: 1vho ht1d tlmJ'"l preveut~~d him hom waking 

of' hilliHdf 11 1-'n.eritice to the Bncldhn.. ln this violunt rntH.'licm, lw hnd 

to hu hmltu lnw k to tlw rmhwu. Litter lw lLg'tlill nttut•etl l'lll'Hl:S Oil 

thost\ who shonld deprive his chilcln~n of thr:ir in lwritancu hy taking 

poHstc:ssion of th u pttll1ces nml oth t:r prope1·t.r \\'hie h lw was lmw iug. 

'J'huc. when hu died Oll the :~rd. NovmubL:I', uw:~, the feelings ol' liiH 

p;wty wm·e mnch Pxcit(:d. His two suus e\·en wuut HO fn.r ftH to form 

tt plot with se\·ornl l1igh otlicinls agttinst tlw life of the ki11g. Tlwy 

were dellOUIJeecl and pnt to clcn,th with their fell•JW eonspil'i1tnrs. Tho 

ki11g evcJJ thought of rufnsing to their f'atlwr tlw fnneml cm·c~lnony 
dne to his mn k. Tlw ct·own of the second king ft:ll to one of the 

sons uf the ~rst king. Hnt the cmHeH utterucl by the dea<l prilJCu wero 

Htiil J'u;wecl. 'l'ho new seconcll.;:ing did not tnke np ruHiclenee in tl1e 

I 
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rmlttee built by his preclccussm·, nor tor a long time (li(l auyotl() r.lttre 

to touch the momtsteries which his prcdeeeKsm· had fmmdecl. It wttK 

thonght ht;ttor to let them fttll into l'11in tlmn tu allow KOIIW ttppru­

pritttion which would enrage the Hpirit of the fonndur. 

'l'wo mmtths nJtor tile death oi the seeond king, the momt~:~tery 

nndenveut rt thircl clmngu of rmme. As 11 pretext for this !m-thur 

change, the king pointed ont tlmt the exttntintttion for the rloetonttu 

of blwology mts hei11g held for the tirst tinw in Wttt Qri 8ttl"Vtt.intt. 

Hut one nmy he justified in ;mpposiug· th11t by this ttet.ion tlH! king 

mennt to show tlmt he refnHerl to ttllow to thu Nrtt\H~ttpa thn,t signiti­

cnnCl! of whieh itK founder lmcl thoug·ht. HeRideK this, it \\'1\JK poKsible 

tlmt thoro might be :-lOJlw coufm;iml bdwucn the JUl!lle of Wnt Qri 

8nrv1~ji'in and thn.t ol' the new rnyn.l dmpol, 'Nat Pln·;t: Keo, which wns 

ettllml by mrtny hy the tl<tllle of the fm:mm· l'Oy!d ehttpcl ttt Aynthitt. 

'rlw lllOJHlHtery wns now Jltcmod Wut Qri HabmttJnn,hii,dhiLtn, the 

1\lmlHHtory of tlw Gn~ttt Helie, tlw mtllW which it-, Ktill bottrs ttt the 

preKOJJt. timu. A 11 tho ttncient ettpitalK had lu"L<l a momtstury with 

t.lti:-; name 1U1rl it \\'US n mtHtu n 11 the mme snitecl to Wnt Qri Sn.rvajntt 

in tlmt the Wnt 1\hltiidhii,tu td, Ayntliil' ]mel hmm the re:-;iclmwe of 

i;]w j}lttl'it1l'ChH. 

Tlw t-it·st king di(~d 011 thu 7th Septtmllwr, U\OD. 'l'lw Hoeoml 

king, who had bem1 appointor! HL~vernl yetH'S hl\fmu, uow CttliW to the 

throne and chose one of hiH hrotherH, Prince SeniLnumk~a, to be 

Hecond king. [n the following year thiR prince WtLR Rent out agtdnst 

the Burmer;e who h11cl seized Xi::unphon ancl 'l'hl'tlang. During the 

ertmpt1ign be lmcl tL serious ttttack of nuthria ttncl he vowed that, if 
he recovel'ecl, ho would tnke the yellow robe. Accordingly, when 

victory wn,s complete, he returned to Bangkok twd entered the mo­

nastery o£ the Great Relic, where he remained for 11 week in the 

~rellow robe. 

On the 22m! May U\16, the Smighariija, 8'iikh, tcbbot of Wtet 

fllahitdhiLtn, died. The king chose 11s his succesKor the abbot o£ Wtet 

llii.jtcpmn~m, :Mi, who ltm·e the title of S<~mdgt Phr11: Vmmmtt1m1. 

He Wtts taken in procession to Wat Mt1hiidhatu in March,.. 1817, after 

the ereuuttion of his preclecoRROJ'. 1'he new Sn,ilglu'Ln1ja, who W!cS 
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horn on 1 Gtl! .Tn1y, 17130, had hum1 nmlle '" doet.m· eitlwl' 1~,t the unrl 

of tht~ Aynthi1t pt:rior1 m· at tlw ,·ery hegiuning of thu Bangkok 

periorL ,Shortly aHee hiH nmninntiou thure WitH n great .~camlnl in tbu 

Clnm:b. 'l'hl'ue l1igh diguitnrieH, ttllwngHt whom wn.s tlw Phm: Bnrl­

clhagho.::-tc:-Lryn. o[ Wnt 1\'lahadhiiJ.u, were el1t1rgcrl with Yiobtiug thuir 

vows of ei11U:1tity in 1L pnrtieubrly lbgmut 111111mur, iwtRnmch a~:~ they 

wr:re Wt~ll known to lm \'u Ruventl chilcln~JI. 'l'huy wen\ brunght np 

hufOl'u a spucia.l r~mn·t coH1posc~rl uf tt \JJ'utlwr nllll n nun of tlw king, 

Wt\J'u 1'ounr1 guilty, nuh·oelwd nnd ilHprisonud. Thu kiHg wt~>:;tthtrJm~rl 

1tn to c·.m~tlitirmR in t1w H1Hlclhist cummm1ity and enllud npou thu 1ww 

~-bilg1mrii .. ia. to write. in eolbhm•;ttiun with the t~>hbui. oF Wnt :S1L: ket, 

Xt. a \\"()l'k whieh shonld l'et:ttll thu lllonkH to the obHet'\';mce of tlwir 

\'O\\'K. Thi~-: work wn.H t\w OiN~rll~m~sa.~aH/, which W<t~-> mclerecl to ]H\ 

~-:tnr lic~rl in 11.11 munn.steric:K. During hin ~-:hod; pm·iod of office ;tK 

~hi1glmtii.jn., Uw ll!JW nhbot n:vi,·erl the gTe<1t fr:Htivid of Vis:1khn, tlw 

fl>lJllinJrKat·y tLt mw nllfl tlw Httnw tilllu of tlw bil'th o[ BuclrliHt, of his 

illlllllill1Ltion huur~ntl1 t11u Bhorlhi true <LIH1 of his t;Jltry iuto Nin·i1~1n. 

That in1portn11L eur<JlllOll,Y lmd long eenHull to bu observed, in fact e\·uu 

bul'm·u th<J fall of Aynthi11>. Tho lW\\' 8ttllglmJ·iija had it l'tHJHbthli:-;h(:)d 

il! the: list uf ruynl cuJ'elllollius tmcl nJ·mugerl the tkbtiln of itH 

cukhrntirllL It wn.'l l1dll for tl1u first tilllu iu 1 KJ7 aml ha:-; contimwd 

sineo tl1nt tillltJ to hrJ huld n·ul',Y yu;u· in thll Jnidrllu o[ tl1u sixth 

lllonth ( M ny ) . 
'l"lw 11uw pntri1tn~h lmcl alrettlly LtLkun <W iHijlOrtttllt part in 

tlw work of tllt\ <:hnl'<di ]Jl'LJVions to hiH 1\0llliuntion. In 1K14 1w hnd 

h·L'll give11 thr: tnHk o£ Hulur:ti11g tl1r: lllUlllhet'R of thu ruligions llli:osir:JJ 

wlLiel1 tho ki11g· pbuuurl to HUJH1 to Ceylon to iJJ\'l:Htig·;ttu the st;Lte of 

tlw faith iu the 1\'lutlwr-l~-:bnd, which htul but l'c•c:eutly pa~-:~-:ud iuto 

Eull'lish lmiHls ttJHI tu J'UJWW thu tmditimm1 ruln.tions whieh lm<l buuu 
b ' . 

iutennptml sillUl! tlw fall of Ayuthi;t. The miH~-:ioll ,,·aR eompo!Oc\tl ol' 

fmn· JllOllkH hom 'Nat 1:\Iahii.uhi:i.tn <ttHl fom l'l'lllll W1tt Biijt~>pm<u_l:1 

H1Hl it set out from J3mlg:kok 11>t t.hu uml ut li) 1 ~·, nfkr l'l:uei\'illg frulll 

the king gifts destinc:<l fot· tho ]Jl'ineipni shrines i11 Uuylou ttncl [m thr• 

1 · 1 1' · · 1: t1 r<· 1 1 . n11111·r·l 1 11 fter bein()' ~-:llil)\\'l'eel\.nrl .ng: 1 < Jgmb1r1eR CH ·. 1e ulllg' 1n use u . , . ~ ,., 

. " . 1 .... t N··"l·l I ~1· 'l'h·\lltllltl.l'itt. iLi!l'(}j'\ nnrl ha vmg to wmt. n. lllOHL tt yuttl a . '"' 101 • · · ' \ "' ·' 
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the mis:;;ion fiually mnlmrkerl in a hoat en.l'l'ymg deplmuts to a port 

<)II the coast o[ Bengnl somewlwre north of Mn.ch·tcs. 

\VIwn they ani Yell in Tndia, the: night Siamese 111011 ks set ('Jllt 

on foot with tL JHctivu guide and en.nyiug with them tho royal gifts, 

<tllllttfteJ' 7fl days on the l'Ott<l they rtmchecl Uw pod ttt. wlric:h they 

were to tn.ke hmt to Ueylrm. They reaehed A.lllll'i:Lclhn.pnra at bAt 

iu .Tnly, 181 !i. They were \'DJ'Y \\'t~ll reel~ivc~cl both hy the monks 

:tncl tho pooplu of Ceylon a.ml ttbo by tlw J<:nglish offic:ials, wl)() 1\'l~t·u 

trying to win the eoniideuC:t\ ol' their new snbjed::;. Tlw Jnission 

t·enutinecl for Home time in Ka11lly i11 tlmt same mowtHtery whit!Jet· had 

emuo the SitllliORu them Upii.li Hixty yuttt'H hefot·u to rufonn, at Uw 

reqneHt of tho king of Ueylou, tlw UiJJglmkHe Clnm:.h am! to l'onml 

t.latt HittlltuHe sect wlJich iH ~till at the pruHcmt timu the 11\!H:\t ini]>Ol't­

aut in tiJU 1:-daml. 'L'he mi""ion viHitc·cl tho pt·incip:tl centt·es :1f 

pilgrimage, in partieuln.t· tlw foot-print of Llw Jinrldlm <Ill thu top C)f' 

A<l:1ni'H l'u<tk am! tlw HhriJH~ ol' the BtJddlHt'H toutl1, where tlw Eng­

lish go\'Pt'JJHumt tLilowud the dom'H to IJU opulw<l HO tlHLt tlw miHHion 

lllight pny itH d<•HJtioJIH to t}l<~ f:tlllOUH n~Jie. 

Aftl:t· spending~~ yuat· in tlw J:-dn,tlrl, thu miHsiu11 Hut Hail ft·otll 

Culomho e:U'I'.Yiug· with it, :tllltlllg' othur ]ll'eHeltts l'rom t.he rcdigions 

<~llllllllllllity of Ut~yloll, Hix c~ntt.ings l'rul!l tho Hmlhi true o[ Annri"tdlm­

pm·a, wl1ieh iH known to lm it:·wlf n11 rdfHlwut of tlw Mahii,btH1hi of 

BtHicllmg:tyii.. 'L'he miHHion :tJTivecl iu .Jnly, l81R. 'l'hree of the Hix 

<mt.tings of the Bodhi tt·eu wore allotocl to moitaHtm·ies within the 

e:1pit:1l. W:tt Mnh:-Ldhii.tn, t\R tlw l'C\Hill<mcu of thr>, Sn,Jiglmru:i:t, n\­

eeivod one, which WtLH Het in tlw Jlm:th-uttHt corJHll.' of' the JllOlHtHtury, 

where it lmH now grown .i11to :1 linu tree. 

In the llWttntimu the Monu:-;tery of the Gretct Helie IHLll given 

"he Iter to n young mou k who was ttEtm·wttrl1H to t:tke :1 Jtot.able p:trt 

in the hi:-;tory of tlw BnddhiHt tt1ith in Sittm, Lefme becu!llillg one of 

the gruateHt kingH of Sit1lll in recent tinw:;;. [n Ull7, the uldest son 

of the tlrst qneeu waH fomteen yearH of :tge. By hiH hirt.h he wttH 

thu 1it·Ht in rnuk of the king's HOllH :w<l the ki11g htvl jnst eonfel'l'erl 

nn him with elaborate c:m·muony the title of · Prinel~ Mougknt. 

Tomu·dH tlw elnHe of tlw Aynthin lll~riod, Sinm h:tr1 adoptocl tho 
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euHtom tl~ttt <tll yonngur llWIIIhul'H u[ nol1le f111nilies who weru in-· 

tunckcl ICll' positions of pnhlie :-HnTiCL\, n.ncl in p1rtienhr thl~ uwmbers 

of the 1'0.)'111 fa111ily, shonlcl sern.~ in the pl'iesthooll for t\YO puriods, 

the li.l'At ns 11 novice n.t the ngu of fonl'tcun yu<tt'.'i, ftllll the second !1R 11 

monk at tlw age of twcnty-mw. As soun 1\S ei t·enmsta.tJces :d lowucl, 

this custom was t~doptecl in B1~ngknk n.ucl it h<tH eontinnud to be 

observucl clowu to the pt·esent day. Thu ymmg pl'im:c\ \1'1\H nceonl­

ingly escmtecl in p]'()eessicm on tlw ~4th 1\Iny, 1~17, to tllCl l'oyttl 

eltapel awl nrcbim~cl Nll,liUI'I~I''I'U, (no\·icu). ;\Jtur the eeremony he 

took 1111 his t·usiclmwP in tlJLl M<l.IHtRtery of the Uren.t Helie, inn. privn,tu 

pavilion Het 011 tlw :spot where> thu Bodhi tnw ln·cmght fr·on1 Ceylon 

was Hoon ttl'turw:Ll'd:; to lJU 11lnntucl. 'I'll!) prince l'UJIHLineLl for seven 

wonthR in the n1onnstcry, lctt1'1ling tl1o dement:< of: tlw l'ttli hnguage 

mHl 1\Htkiug himseLI' :tc:•]HUiJJt•~cl with t·cdigious pnoctice~>. During 

tl1iH pLn·iod lw follo\n•cl the lli-illltl c~ustmn hy pt·enehiJJglml:ore tho king 

lLilClllH!lllhUI'H of: the royal falllily tL t!liitptc•J' of tho 1\ftLJJii,jii.Jii, Ol' Ktm·y 

ol' VPssn.nt<tt'<t, tlw ltt:-~t inearn:tt.ion o[ tho llJturn Bwldlm. 

( ln I 1 th Huph!tnlwr, l NIH, tlw Nttl1gh:orii:itt, NI i, clilld nt tlw 1tgo of 

Hc>\'ullty. I lis nshuH, tugutlwr with tl1usu of lti:-; prucluec!HHOI', t.l1u Sttitglm­

l'iijtt, :Sttkh, \\'ut•u aft.c"'\\'at·ds dc>pnHitud in tlw two j!l'll:ll!f within the 

tdoiHtur, whic~lt :<bttHl 011 tdthur Hidc: 11f thc: lVhl,L<:tnpn, n.ncl were np­

pttnmtly uJ'c>dc•cl at tl1i:-; ti11H:. Tlw king appoi11kd as hc;nd of 

thu Monastm-y u[ thu Un:at Helie thu abbot ol' Wn.t S;L:ket, 

Hc'\;ml~t Phm:\T;tn:mttn111t, At ( lw wl10 ltncl eollahomted with the 

latu :Sttilg·lmr:i:jtt in tll!l eoJnpihttiolt of the Ou1Zrlrii1.1L8ri;8Ui/L~); ho wnH 

:ot tl1is time: G2 yen.l'H of <tge. Til<: tm11Hl!\l' WitH ln1t a proliLnimHy to 

l1is nmni!liJ,tion to tlw Hll]ll'u!JIO rlignity. Whilt\ ;twftitiJW em!HL:Cl'ntion, 
I"> 

the now tthhot took np residunce iu tlto .1J10ll<1Htery in Fdn·mtl.'.)', lH20. 

1 I iH C011Heenttion "'''" de lnyed hy n 11 c~pidtolll ie o [ ehol cn'tL w hie lt hroke 
unt thruu montilH btm·, and \\'ttR u1w o[ tlw worst epic1emies l'emrdc~rl 

in the a.unnlR ol' Sialll. Cu111SeH whiclt t.heru was no time to lmrn 

\\'C:l't\ huttpud np in the! monastery •·likn Ht.:wks ol: timlJur" or 
elKo' left to Hoat n.bont in the l'in~r :wrl tlw e;uutls. Thu j)L!oplu 

Heel iu n pttnic from the oapital: the IIJClllks clc~surte(l the> mmuts­

turieH 11ml ,.the wl10lu n111chinury of govl\t:nmeut W<1R at <t sbtncl­

"till. Thn king evnn relmtsc~tl the roy.Ll ,!.!,'Uttl'cl fmnt their clntie~ 
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nt the p<Littee. 'l'lwre wuru grunt e<~t·c~lllO!lleH of propititttion: t·hl~ 

Ementld Bnclcllm ftlHl the rn·ueiou:-; ]'(dieH kept in tlw lllOllHHLeric)H \\'Ol't\ 

taken ont in procession tln·ongh the c;Lrm:t,:-; and 011 t.lw e1U111l.~ uf the 

city, tttLemlml by higl1 digJJittll'i!:H nf tin: ClmrtiJ who Htttttl;J.·ud con­

Hl'tmtell Hnurl nncl11'tttur. The king;tJHl tlw llH\IIJlH:l'H of tlw royn.l fallliiy 

maiut;tiued a rigoJ'011H i'ttHt.. Tlw HiaughtuJ· of nuilll:t!H \\'1LH emn­

piDtuly fnl'bicldeu nml tlw king c:nmwd all c;upplic•.c; of liHIJ, l>ipedH 1t1Hl 

q1mdrupwls otft:J·ed Cot· sail: tn lH.' bought np in <>]'(1()1' that thuy miglit 

hu libcmted. All erilllillltiH, l)XCc·pt thn }lm'IIIL'HU priHoiWJ.'s of war, 

wm·u rubtHull hunt priHoll. 'J'hu sr:Ulll.'g'U 1dmtcd :tt ittHt at'tt:l' tnking 

!iO,OOO \'.ietilJls ll'itJJill a. few lllOJJths. The (\UIIHUCl'ILtioll or tlw llUW 

Nnr1glmrii:j;t wm; nhmt tu take pbeu \\'IJc:IJ, in ( )etoiJer, hu wnfi 

elmrgerl with lmving Hhowu n <lonlJtJ'nl affueLiuJJ l:o!' <Jill\ ul' l1is young· 

llisr•,iplu:-;, Tlwn~ Wl\I'c~ good growHls Jor U1t: clml·gu, lmi., not cnttfieiunt 

to untuillliH (\x.pulsion front tho Bnrldhi,"ltr:oiJJIJJilllity. 'J'h<: Httilglmt·i1j;t 

tn h1) was l't~legatt:d to thl\ bottom of t;hu llil;ml'r:hy ;tml liJad<· 1111 <:xiiu 

fmlll ttll th<~ roynl JllOIJ:tski'iN:. He eJHlud his dny~; i11 obHtm·ity iu 

one u[ tlw lllincn· liJOIJast<:rius ol' th<: <:npital. 

Tl1u king Jill\\' c:l1osu t<J !ill tl1u 1'at:1t11t ollil'u of Hnil.glHtl'iLjtL ttll 

old 1111111 uf Ki-l yu;n·s, tluo ttlJlJ<Jt. of \Vat H.i:ijul-'illdlm, Httkh ( Snklm ), 

who hm·(~ U11: titiu ol' Sr)uulgt. l'ln·a: NiLl)ltStLl)t\'Hl'IL and was l'tLIJtons 

for hi.c; pi<~ty. He~ wns burn at Ayntl1ia. 011 thu J4,tll .T;tmun·y, J 7:14. 

Bdore tlw !'nil nl' tl1u old ettpit,al, ltis ttcwdie habits had rtlnmrly 

<!ttl'llc:d for hint a gre;Lt rupntation ol' lJolim:HH. llu Jiw:rl i11 11 

lllumtHtury far t•emm·ud from tltc\ city and htul rerwhell Hm:lt 11> HLttgu 

ot' tdlHLl':tdion hunt wul'lclly thiilg'H thttt tlw wild aninmls of thu 

jungle tl'UHtec)JJitn, nmJ U\'UII the jllllg'k-fo\y], whil:,h lll'C\ COJJHicJun:d 

tl> lH: th1; lJl(Jst tilllid ul' wild tl'l~ttbii'C'H iu SittiJJ, would :LlJow hiut to 

appt'mleh tlwm, jn:-;t a:-; t.hungl1 tl1ey 1\'l\I'u u1·diuary fnnnyrtrd binls. 

l''ol' tili~ rett~un, he \\'11~ kuow11 tln·uuglj()nt. the eountl',V ns "the nhlJDt 

of thu .iuJig"it~-fowl." Al'tm· thu funndatiou of Ballgkok, tlw king lmd 

e:tllerl npiJll him t,> lJt~coJtlu huml of Wnt Rii:iasiddlm, on the rig·ltt 

llml k o[ tlHo l'i\'el', 1tllcl uonfenucl Oil hi Ill tltc title ol' Phrn.: N al_liLHnl~l­
nmd:hum, luadut· of t!Jc; group ol' the· arti'J'i.i'iaul18i:, "J'Ol',I)St tllollks ", 

ll'ho Ji,·,,d in suelusioll tt)}(l profen·(~cl tltu lifu of an ae~edie to the' 
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stnrly ur tlw StWI"l~ti writiug·s. Undt~l' thi;; title, hu WlLH tlw preceptor, 

c·itlwr H:-4 ·n]JrrJjltr.Lyll. Ill' <ts ku.mnut·uiict~C<t•r·yu., ul' prncticttlly ttll the 

JJil\llJhers of tl1e royal i'<tmily ttt Llw time of thuir entry into the 

]ll'iu;;thoorl, ntHl i11 ll<trticnbr of the tlm~~~ next kings of Si<tlll. He 
was misod t;> t.llt\ nwk of 8hnuiiit in the sceomlreig·n, n.nd a,t tho officiu.l 

fmwtions hu c·n.u1u by Yil'tlw of hi:-; <tg·e n.nd of his seniority beJ'ote 

the Sang!mr~~ja 1Jintsulf. A I' tor tlw rlen.th of the two ptttl'iM·chs 

s-Ei'k h anrl M i tt!Hl thu dugmdatiun or 8c)mclgt Plll'<1 :V n,JH1l't1bnltt At, 
St~Jntlgt Phrn. :NiLJ,ms:tl!tv<~m Wit:> tho nuly urninent tliguitttl'Y of thu 

Sangha. t·untailling-. 'l'lw killg", who wished to boHtow npon him 

some token ul' his l'US]H:ct, m-gt'rl hint to <teCL\pt tho supreme office 

in ;;pite of his <Lgu <11111 the [nl't that tlw hmtd of tho Ohnreh shonld 

not bu ehoseu fmllt tunong thoso JJJOllks whu wut'l\ spcoia.lly devoted 

to medit1tliion. 'l'lw holy JJHLil was bumu to the ]\'Lmmstory o£ the 

Chunt. Hdie with rhw l~l\l'UIIlOIIY un tho 4th November, 1820, n.ncln, 

month lakr hu wns ell!Jsuentturl Sttl~tg·h;mij<L 'l'lw king lmd 1milt 

[or hint two lHwilioJIH whir~h ~trn ;;till ;;tancling, hutwmm whieh was 11 

smnlkr lmilding r~ont.aining 11 room l'or pmyur.'>: this lms now 

< lis<q>pen,rurl. 

Tlw c:ttJ•uur ut the lll\v\' SttitghtLl't~j<t wm; very short, for Ill~ rliotl 

m1 thu ·~th ,'-:uptuntllm', Jl:\22, ttL thu ngo of ni1wty. His b()(ly Wt18 

pheu<l in a gl·t~<lt gihlt~<l m·n, <tll lwnnm· J'u:-;m·vucl for the king twd 

jll'ineus u[ hio·h rank 111Hl wns et·mlutkd dming the following May, 
. h ' - \ \ 

on tho situ for roy ttl erunutLions. Tn 1844, King Phra: Ni'Lug Klt"L<) 

hrtd east 1.1 sb1bw of thu l'amuns p<ttriJtrch who haLl heun his preceptOl'. 

'l'his sbtno wns at fit·Ht st:t up in W1tt Plm.t: Ki:io, but in U\.52 it wttH 

takuu to the VihfLm of thu lVfounstury of tho Un>.ttt H.die, where it 

still l'eumins, forgotten <tmiclHt tlw book-cttse::: stored in tbnt "annex" 

of the ~t1timml Libmry. 'l'lw .'ltn.tne stamls ou tt gilded woorlen 

pc,clostt1l CiLl'\"C<l with the [-igure:-; of ,inng·lo-l:owl, au t1llnsion to the 

wtuJe which the reclm;e of Ayuthit1 rett1im~d to the day of his 

d1mth. 'l'here i:-; another datnu o[ this HU.1no pntritwch 11t Wn.t 

l{iLjaHiddlm, where it iR believed thr1t his ashes 11re deposited; uveu ttt 

the present day, the king docs not fail to pay his <levotions to thi.'l 

:-;ta,tno, whc\.\1 he gooe~ thoro to pl'losunt to the monks tho rtmnlitl gifts 

o\' elothing. 

I 
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'!'he itext Sltilgltltt'tojlL wa:-; Uw tthilot ol' Wnt Sn: klit, Dott, who 

had received the ti~l<: of AtlnJ(lEt Jlhm: V11Jmmbum HOIIU! )'l'ltl'l-1 

previously. His eoJtSeertLtion tuok plaet: in Fubt'11H.J',V, 'll-)2:i, :.d'LI:t· 

which lw took 11]> t'cHidoneu in the M1Hmsh:l',\' ol' tlt" ( ll'l:nt Hulie. 

He was 11L thrtt tiHw sixty-mH> y~:at'R old aml 1\'aK dt>Htinell t11 hu head 

of tlw HncldhiRt. l:onllttrmit,v I'm tw<:nty .vem·K. 

fn I H24, Pritw<· Muu~knt, who \\'ltK eunsiclr:n:d l!,\' en~ry onD a:-; 

tlw hei1· nppar1:J1t, l'Utt<:llu<l thu agu <Lt. whieh hu II'HH to Hun·u his Rt'O<Htd 

term in tho yullow rohu. Ainc.:e hi:-: rlupa1·tun: l'ro1n tlw l\Jotu1Rb~t·y of 

tho Orl'ttt H.olie, lw had eottlltte1Wt:tlt1pprollticeship in tlw politienl lil'l: 

while :-;till eontinning· ltiH stwl.it::-:. Llu IHtd buun nntt·Hstu<lwith suvuml 

Juiu01: miHHiuns rtiHI had bomt f\,JlliOintt•d ehic:f otfiet·l' ol' thu lltlg<•s. 

His fttthul', tlw ruigning kittg, 11 famonK pod, was ll!o!'t'· oc:eupiecl in 

<111111Hing hiK puoplu than in tryiug· to gm·<)l'll thc:111: from tlH•. \·c:ry 

1wginning of his rt•ig11, hu h1Ml buun aet:llKLottw<l to cutt·nst, the 

g'OI'Ul'lll.!Witt to 1110111 iJui'H or l1is fmniJy. Jn thUS!! eil'C:llli!St!LlWUS, 

it was itwvit11hk tltt1t t.het.'<: Kltonld lw 11 mon~. or less opu11 rivnlrr 

<WHmg tlw l'oynl prilJ(:e,'i. (l) .At tit·Kt, tho lttost inJinm!l:.inl o[ Lltnm 

was Pl·ineu Vi<lak~n, yunug·et· IJI'<Jt!wr of' thu 1ir;.;t tpwun, who was 

ollici:tlly in dmrge ul' tl1u lHi11istry of t.hu 1-fonsuhold nnd tl1u 

.MiniHtt·y of lnturior; in t.lw t:al'ly yuni'H ol' thu ruig·n, lw <~<Htrhwtl\<1 in 

fuet tl1o wlwlu lmsinusH of gm·m·lmu:ut. Hi:-; 11uplww, thu ymmg 

Prineu l\fongknt, me:-: unrlur hiK recogni;~,ucl pt·oketiolt, mul wlrilo tlw 

olrl pt·iuc:u W<1H ali vu, 110 OlW thought of <lonhting Umt Prim:t: Mongkul; 

wonlcl h<: tho uuxt to occupy tl1u tln·mw. But tlw iuHuu11eu of' Prim:<) 

Vidnk~t1 \\'ilK eonntPl'babucod by that or thu king';; eldest KOII, Priru:u 

C~e~tiL (. thu "Pt·ineu Krout Ki:Lt '' of EngliHh contmuporury writc:~·s) 

who waH tlw oifspring of 1111 ol'Clinttry conenhirw. l~k lmrl hu<:n 

entl'l18tecl witlt the 'l\·e;L'-;lll'.f, a dqxwtmunt of impcntauee. by itsull', 

whose jurisdietio11 tltol'tlO\'et' extonclurl ovc~l' Foreign Att'airH. 'l'!Jis 

l. 8ee: J. Om.wfm.·rl, Jounwl of an Embctssy, Lonc1on 1828! p. l Oii; 

G. li'inlrcys<m, '!'he ilii.~8-ion to Sictm ctnd Hue ... ,London, 182fi, pp. 20il-20J; 
~ "' Q rf ~ H. It H. Pl'im~e Dn.mrong Itax11nnphnb, 'V'I~::n'U'V'J1MTll9lld' f!p:i!i1tpmnrm l'l! 

mlilfJ !£Il, p. ·sii:J. 
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clcHT prmcu \\'11.'1 nl,le, thnHk:-; to thu king':-; e<llllpldu bek of intumst, 

iu politir:a1uwttnt·s, ,u;r:uhmll,v to iiH:ruasu his puwur and g<tther aronml 

1Jilllsulf un intluent·i:tl pm-ty. [t mts nnfortnJmtt\ for Prinee :Nlong-kut 

that his gwu·di:tn, Prince Vid:tk~n, died iu 1~22, wheu tho prince 'Nils 

as yd. to11 .)'Ollllg' to lmvu put·::;onn I iJJ!lnene<~ snHieieut to lt~:H1 rt party of 

hiK OWll. The :tnthority or Prineo Uet't/~1, tlwn thirty-fonr ,VDt1l'8 of agu 

;wd with tun y<]l11'S uxput·iuntL\ of g<wut'llllllmt tdfnil'S huhiud hin1, 

bucltllw tlw ducicliug· l'ad;or in the :tlfttirs of the kiugdom. Nuvm·­

theles:-; it might ht; thttt this intlnulleu was o11ly tDillptH'ttry, and 

Prineu l\longknt hacl l'l\ttson to lwpu tltn,t ill timo his legitinmtu titlu 

would :tttmet. l'ollmvt)l'S. Wh;ttuvur W<:t·o the ]ll'ineu's thonghts, it is 

elea1· LlmL in l't•-untPring tho priu.-,thnoll lw W<1S bnt following the 

usmtl tntd.itiun. He lm<lJH:UTie<l :L fuw ,VD:trs hofot'<!, :tnd in May of 

thn,t yem·, I 824•, ht! had jusL had n r:ec:otHl son. Hu intended to 

lun\·u l1is yonng houst\lllllcl :LtHl his pul>lie life for :1 fow montlu.; only. 

Who eoul1l lmve ]H'udietl\il thnt, his Sf)l'\'ieu ns :1 lllOllk wns to laRt for 

twollt,Y-SI\VI\11 ,Yil<LI'S ( 

'l'l1u prineu'r: m·di1mtioJt w:ts ;tpprrinted for tho 7th ~July. A 

fow day:-; bel'oru th:1t datu, two of the tlll'I)U whitu eluplHtnts whic:lt 

hr111 1JL>I:\Jl Cltpttu·ud dnrit1g thu l'(!ign, cliud 11t thu HltllW tiuw. This 

douh]u C:tittlllity W<LS llllt\ o\' tho \\'Ol'St o[ llllll\llS and t,lw king \\'11S 

profonmlly nl:trtuutl. The rH·dimttion ol' tlw prineu uonlcl not he 

pm;tpoltud lmt tlw l'ustivitit!s, which h:ttl heun :trmngud, weru abttu­

dmwcl nne! the ellHtl>llHtl',V <>l\1'1\llllJll,Y mu-1 lllllell e~intplit1ed. Iumw­

di:ttuly 11ftu1· !tis imhtetion iub> tilt; prit!Hthoml at tltu roy:tl elmpel, 

ijlw pt·ince Wt!llt tu l'ui-litlt: [or Hmnu clays i11 thu !\lmm:>Ltot·y of tlw 

Great lhdit' with tlw ::-lttt\ghar<\ja \\'ho hnd huen l1iR preeuptur. Hu 
wont llUX.t to \Vnt :SfLlllOnti ( UO\V C:1llml vV:tt HiL.iii.dbivii.sn ), i-littmted 

at KUllH' tli:;taueu ho111 tho cit.y, whoso iunmtu:-; lwlouged to tlw 

~:>uct of' a'I'Wiifi.uiut68T. In uhotJsing this l'dl't~:tt, tht\ pl'iueu waH 

ecmfm:llling to 11 trnclitio11 thtting bM:k to thu tilllt' ol'. Ayuthia. It 

RIJc:merl uJ' little mw for n, prineu tu sturly tlw snm·t:<l writi11gH, wh<m 

lw \\'tts to he i11 the prio:-;thuocl bnt tl sllort til!le. It WiLl-i :1 lwttt,r 

pbu to lmve him tntiuml in Hpiritnnl exerciAer: which eoulrl hu taught 

mpiclly 1111~ we1·u, lllOl'eoYCl', ~mpposed to endow tho cliReiplu with 

mlnn.blu gift:-; and to 11111ke hilll Hncee~:l:ltul iu hiH tmtlertakings, 
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JHLrticuhtrly in W<tl'. Thus it lu1d lmpptmud tlt<Lt sint~n Lltt• Linlt' td' 

Aynthia, tho kingR had preferred to se1Hl tlw lwirs-pt·ustl!Jij!Lil·t· L11 n. 

monnstery where" meditn,tion" W<LR ginm 1C plaen ol' spu<~inl prmni­

llutwe. Tiw first king of Bangkok lmd himstdf spc·nL a shorL titJII~ in 

Wn,t Si1tn6ra,i and it WfLR theru tJmt he sent ltis son, latt~r f.,, l11• 1\.ing 

Plu·11 : Plrtitthn,: L~it Llt. It wns Jmtnml that l'rinf~u M nng·knt. sl HHllt1 

go there in his Lmu. 

Ten da.)'H :tft,m.· the ~tnival of the prin<:u :tt tltt: tJiotJ:tsLt•t·y, till 

tho 21st of Jnly, his fn.theJ' tlw king dierl, i'ollo11·ing n swldt•tJ illnnss. 

He hMl not e\'en ti111t~ to make known his finn] wi:.;ht•s !LH i11 t.lw 
8Hcces::;ion to the throne. Prince Ce~tii, with the: ns:.;ist<LJH:t.• ol' o1w of 

hiR uncles, Prince qn.kti, tho .Miui:.;tt:J' ol' \V;tr, h:td hinJst•lf tJJadt! 

king ll'ithont <tny oppo:oition. lt waH <:l·cm l'mitl(ll tl1n.t Jlritwt• ~!tJtJgknt 

WtLR con:.;nltud, rtml th;tt lw constmtt:cl to l't~liuqnish the t:l'tlll'll in l'al'tJllt' 

of his hmth<:t·. His htek of c~xpuriuueu ami tl11~ 1\'t):tktJt:ss ,,~· thn 

l'UHOlii'CeR ou whieh his few fullowurs r~onlrl llrttll', 1\'onltl in any t·:tst• 

lmvu llHtrle :lll? t·usiRt;uwu 011 his part llllt a l'oollJ:ll'tly :u·Lion. lit~ 
W<ts wisu enott}.!;ll to <teeupt t.lw pu:.;ition as it, W<tH, and l1n t't'lllnillt~rl 

in the priesthood <Li'tt!t' hu had St!l'\'etl tlw usual JH'J'i()d, l~:tving· 
detcol'Jllilll:cl to li1·u ;;uclmlull from tlmt pulitieal lil'u, in ll'lli<~lt l1t1 

mig-ht, he lull to pl<ty HOllie: hax<tt:dotts p:nt. II is t·hnl':tcl.t:r n.:.; :1 

IJh.i,/,;/,;/cn, whilu it implied tlmt he g·;wc: np all 1\'ill'ldly :lllil>itiou, 

phcucl hilll nlso ithove nil t.umpoml powm·, nll(l lw eonlrl elailll :d'tt.n· 

all, whilu :.;till seclmling himself vohmt1trily l'ron1 Uw world, tlmf; no 
onu lmd overpowered him. 

'L'he prince did ill faet htke his lWW forlll of life Vl\I',Y st•t·ionsly, 

for he wns 110 COJHm<mplnce individual :tncl 11 stttte of idlo llitdaueho.ly 

would not Httti;,fy him. AH chance had Hot him in 11 <:onnmntity of' 

lllonks vowed to <t life of eoutmnphttiou, hu tnnwd rusnlntuly to th.t! 

study of tlmt imporhtnt ltn<l highly t•Hteeuwd part of mutmstic 

di!'cipline. BuHicles W<tt Samomi, Wnt H.ajnsiddha, waH :1Jso a 

<:entre for tlw practice of ttseetism. The princo divided his tinw he­

tween tlwsu two li!Otm::>terii)H and WtLH instmcted in their Hystom. He 

somt hec;Lme C:ollYel'HiLnt with the vn,1·ion:.; exereises whose purposu 

---·-··----~---------~----·-

1. 1'/w 1JU1'1Ul,1! paper8, lhugkok ] !llO, I, p. r
1
0, 

r 



PL I, I !l:W. 11 iNIOI'!J of Wnt Mu/uirthi!fn. IH 

is to assist ill tlw t:oiweukntiun of thunght, tile llll(ll!l'HtniHJing of 

tl1u illiiL'L' siguifieanec\ of thit1gs Ul!tl the deep kuowludge of the pn,th 

to ~mlYatiotl. Bnt tl1is truinillg did not sati:-;fy hiR mind. He wisher! 

to know the runsoJtH which undm·bicl those pnwtiee:-; <tlld how they 

were rulaturl tu thu tuaehiug u[ tlw Bnddlm. To theHL~ cpwstionillg'H, his 

instrw:turs eulllcl givu him 110 auswc!l'; they kuew nothing oi: writtcm 

tuxt:-; nml <:onld qllotu a:-; their nnthoritiu:-; only their own mastm.·:-;. 

A ym'l' o[ tltis nllsnti:-;l'yiug kiml of tc~tteh.ing left the IJI'itwL~ bnt little 

JIIOI'u l'IIIightenecl ,,:-; to hi:-; fnith thnn lw !tad buun before hi:-; ordina­

tion. lJu cluciducl to tun1 to the :-;tudy of tlw HttCred 1\'l'itings and 

to uutku Hll entirely hm;h ::;tm·t on his religious im;trnction. He left 

Wttt :-:li1JitOnti <tJJcl retm·rwd to his residmwu in the Momt;;tery of tlw 

(!J·ent Helie. He lmcl not bum1 thet·e for lung, whtm lw lmrl to 

mtclu!'g'!> uuwh moru rli:-;cluiutiug :-;piritual uxperience:-;, 

'!'hun: WL\l'u nmuug the iwmtte:-; ol' the Monu;;tery u[ tho Grunt 

Helie KO!Iiu JlOtttblo h.tli HclwlttrH. Fot· three years, T'l·iJl(:e lHongkut 

du\'otud lriJnHuH exehtHively to the ;;tucly of the Rttcmcl lnuguttge, and 

lw accplil'ud tt p!·ufoiUitl knuwkclg·e of the :-:lct·ipture:-;. Thu king, who 

wn:-; clulightud to lmvu ttll uppurtnnity u[ Khmviug frwour to tlw 

pt·ineu, HlllltlllUJJucl in tho royal p<dtwu ttll uxtrnorclinnry HuHHion of the 

liig·l1 dignibtl'iuH who eoJJJ}HJHc::cl thu ex<.tminiug body fm· tlw doctomte 

ol' Lliuolugy :tnd cmnscxl thu princu to UIHlut·gu the u:mnl uxnlllination 

in thc: J·uy:d pl'usc;acc;. It 1\'<tH Hoon uvidunt thnt thu ettnclidatt: \\'UH 

poHHUHKud ol' a knoll kdgu JlllH:h gruntui' thtm tlHtt l'l:qnil'etl for tl1c: 

til'Ht c:xail!iimtion. 'l'l1c: kiug orclured tlwt q1wstiollH ttppm'tniuing to 

a lliOl't: ttch·aJJC:c\d ;;Lngu of tlH: ux<tmirmtioll ;;]wulcl lHJ put tcJ hint; to 

thuHu thu Ill'ineu rupliecl with t:aHc:. Thi-: g't1\'u l'iHu to)enlonH feeling.-: 

amono· tlH• kino·';; L•utulJrao·e rtml l'hnt: Do\"<tllJoli, X.itll, a membur uf t"'' ,.• '1-'J I . . t") ) • 

thu exnlltillillg lmdy, Wits nskucl tD 111<tku <t proteKt ngainHt :-;nclt tt 

relnxntion uf tho nKualrnks. .Priueu Mclllg·kut cmtspokt!uly dt~eln.J·ecl 

tlHtt 011 !y at tlw uxpl't'HH \\'ii:ill of tlto kiug, litl!l lw sulnuitttxl lJim::.;t•lf 

to exnmiunticm and lw W<1H nut in sea re 1t of em pLy glory. He clenmml­

ed tlmt thu matter Rlwulcl go uo fnrtlwl', <tntl ouly tlw firHt dt~gree 

of tlw clocton1te waH eou£c:ned upon him. He \\·n,s tl1e fir:ot lltmnber 

of the: royt~l f 1tmily to hen cloetm·. Shcn·tly aftet'\\'tmlH, nt the coucln­

::;ion of 11 HlH'lltOll whieh he deli\'Ol'cd at the pala<:e, the king he;;towud 

I 
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on him 11 FJtl'et1ke!l fall, which WitH tlw imdgnin eal'l'it•d l>y l1ig·h 

oJilein.ls of thu SttiJghn. From nnw rmwnt·rlR he aeL1~d nr; n IIIPilllH~r 
nf thu tlxautining lm1iy. 

1-:lnch tt Hndclen uluV11tion did not fnil to tLI'Il11Ht~ Lht· .iualoliH,\' of 

!1ir; eolleagnes, and in )Hll'tienlttl' that ol' l'hra :nununnli, Xln1, al­

thmwh tho htter had jnr;t receinld the titl1' of Phm: Bndrllmgho::;;i.-., . 
l:tLI')'H. One clay ,;•hem tlwy wuru tthout, to t!Xttlllint~ 11 l~tL!Jtlid:tt.tJ, n 

dir;ngt·eemunt <LI'OHe 1tR to tho trnn:-;];ttion ul' thu J>;tli \l'lll'd i~.~~11W. 

The prinee :-;tmngly nmintairwcl hir; own opinion, witl1 HOIIIu ,iimtificiL· 

t.ion, wlwrunpon hi~; eollurtgue hroku unt, uxebinJing·: '' \v't:n• it not 

for the gmtitude 1 owe· to Hi~; Mn,ie~;t.y, [ shoulcl g·d foot r;m·u in 

eomiJJ;g to Htwh nwutings ''. In eonsutpH·nec~ of this iJHlidt!IJt, LlltJ hot; 

tnlilpet·ed tthhot was l'uprin!lLJHlecllJy tht! king and t'orl>iddt·n LtJ n.ppear 

;tt oftieinl fmH:tinns. The rlinJetion ol' th:: org;tnisntion of' ~~xazniu!Ltious 
\\'ILS gi1·en to !'tinct: ~fongknt, nnd was J'd;tint:d hy IJiJJI nntil. t.ht~ 
dettth of t.he king. Under his gnidnnr:t!, ruligiour; tt•aehing lllHiui'I\"I'JJi; 

n z·m·i,·;t] alHl att:tinurl to <1 Rt;tJHi<tt•tl llltwh lzig·llel' tlzn11 tlmt. in <111,\' 

!Jl'UI"iO!lH l'llig'll. 

Jt Wit~ not ttl hu long hdui't! h.ir; kiJO\rludg·u ol' tlzu ,'-irTi]>Lll!'l!N 

wonlrl t\.I'OilSt! in tlw jll'illt:u r;cruples of r:omeit!ltt:t•, Whi!t: :-;till yotu>g·, 

lw hn.d btlt'll a ll'it!Jt:Hs r1f tilt~ .~r:.tndals whid1 r:auNt•tl th~: d iKtTt·dit ol' tlw 

Jtight•l' l'lllii\:H of tJw [ll'iur;t]IO()(). ]<'our ,\'Uill'H Hjlt!ll(·, ILIIIOIJg' tiJt: IJIO!I]O; 

lptrl uufortnnately only widuued his ettrlier uxpu1·ieneu. But i111tddition 

to immorality dm: t.o imlivi1lunl wea,knusStlH, iu what a lltllnbor of' \I'U,YR 

were the onlilllti'.Y rnles of the monastie lil'e cbily disrugMdud, while 

either tlll'lmgh imlitl'erence or ignomuec: IJOIW took upon tlwJnNtll ves to 

pn,fiR eeur;m·e. Littlo ;tttentiou WtLH pnid to thn l'tl\1' rit.us ]li'Oserilwrl hy 

tho Bndd]J;t to thuasset11hly of hiH dist:ipluH. 'l'lto11wutiugs in the com­

J llllllities Wtll'tl 1 It> JIJOt·u I wid pet·iod iettll y lmt; dupeurlud oil the will of 

i;llll abhut:-;. Tho rnlu.s ltticl do\\'n in thu fm·mnlttry wm·u a dmvl 

lutter. Prinet! Mo,Jgknt, aftm: ;t stncly of Lhtl toxts, bog·nH to doubt 

eVt)lJ tho r~tll'l'euhtclHN of tbt) ordiuatin11 curt"llHllly <tH pt~rfcn·Hwcl in 

~iam. 'l'h11s thu Siumur;e elnu·eh httd l'ttikrJ to rn·ur;m-vrl tlw .'iaurecl 

t.mrlition whieh ;tlone lllt1de it worth,y of tbe R11llle vmHIJ'ittiou Ml tho 

Bndrllut niHl the L<tw. The fttith had uo longer 11 :-;ingle J·ep).'e:-;entative 

not· Hllyouu with nnt.hm·ity to exponnrl it: it:-; fouwlntionR wol'O 
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nudul'lllim~d awl tlw \'lJl'Y t·uub.; ol' the tl·t~L\ to whieh tl1e :faithful 

enine I'm· rdnge wore rotti11g ;tway .... Undm· tlwse conditions it 

was H.ll open rlee.~it to wettl' tlw yellow robe : it wouhl be bettor to 

d ic;c:;tr<l the rol1u <LlHl to eonside1· tlw tuaehing of the Bnddhrt ns fL 

nH~re rlochim~ in philosophy. 

( lne nJturnoon, wltmt thu lll'iiWL\ htt<l l'dil'ud to the Bot to 

reKt, lw :-;nddenly tlt,termiliL!cl to st~ek ttssistltlwt' l't·o1n the deities 

whieh JH"Oteet tho f;tith of tlw Bnclclhn, in the tlight 1·egions of the 

llllJ\'t\l'Se. Wlwn lw lmcl lighted enntlks nnd st,n\\\'11 Jlowel'K before 

tlw gt·r•;tt gildurl sbttnu o[' thu Bnddhtt, lw lll'<momteud this \'OW: 

.~ Whm1 I dmlimtuclmy lil'u to thu surviee of thu Lorll, I took tho 

yt!llow l'llhu hy l'UtMillll o[ my eom·ietiom; and lliJ faith, l\·itl1 .no 

thought of l'P.Wttnl, ho!llllll', ur lll'Ltisu. If m1ywhe1'U in this world 

tlw!'l\ still rmtutin ttl!)' spiritw1l dt~scemlttntc; of tlw ten-powered 

Hng:tbt, Jtmy it be gi\·t:ll to uw to mud tlwm within tln·uu or se\·on 

dn,ys fi'Ont 1\tl\\', ol' ttt k11Ht to k11ow of tltt:ir uxiHtenee. Hhm1lrl thiA 

not hu gmntc·d to 11w, I :-;hrdl h1wo to inl'ur tlutt tlw :-;piritnal J':tmily 

of thu Lt.ll'll h;tK lx•t:lJ\IIU uxtim:t, IL!lil r shttll lt:ltve thu yellow l'ohu in 

ot·dut· to follow :ts :t ltt,)'lllltll tlw iivn m· th<: t:ight Ctllltlli111Hllllc:ut:-; as 

llltl.Y HL'Ulll tit. " 

1'hruc~ or [om·c; cl.t,)IK 11l'tm· lw lm<l 11111tlu this vow, tliU 1n·inee 

c;tnw to lwn\\' tlmt 1.1t tho hu;ttl ol' W:tt l'tlV<Ll.'ILllHLllg'<dtt thure W:tH <L 

tliguibtt·y uE Moll origiu, na.utu<l Pln•tt:Hnmudh;-te:-tryl1, who ha<l belm 

ordninwl:tt l'egtt and was htdd to hu \·ury well \'lcl'Ktlrl in ljltoKtimls 

or doetrill(\ 1Llld ol: diKt:iplinu. The pt·ineo htLKtl~llUll tn ]JH,Y him IL 

visit. 'L'Iw <:111\\'Ul'Htttious whit•h l'olluwurl iuspirt;!l in him a gt·ont 

atlmil'tttion l'or tlw Mo11 <~Uilllllllllity, whieh Kt)llllll:il tq olJst.lL'Yu the 

t'tllllltllt!HiuwuL~ o[ thu Bndrlh1t!lnwh Jnm·u Htl'ictly tl11m tho Siamosu 

Cll!lllllllllitius. He !'u;tlist:rl thttt it W<tK posHiblu tu l~u m·d;tinerl in 11 

'way nho1'u all eritiei;;m t111d to livu in eonl:ormity with tlw rulus of 
the \Tin;~y:t. Htt\·ing tlntK l'<'gttiuml c:rmtickuet.:, lw g;wu up the idea of 

leaving the priusLIHJ:Jd,·hnt lw l't\solnlrl \\'itllllnt <luby to folio\\' till\ 

l'nie;; of tho iHou CtJ!lllllltllity, '"" tlwy hrt<l houn uxpomH1o<l to It im lJy 

the ahboL uf \Vnt Ptwttm!muig·altt, n:mnining !'ret!, ho\\'U\'Ul', to modify 

them if henshould sue lit to do so. It is probahlu that lw had hinl­

c:L'lf l'UordnitteLl in eonfonnity with thu ritrml of Llw ~Tous. Bnt. 
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tts it wonld not lntvu bel~ll eouJl'()[-tablt\ l'or l1illl tu li,.,. nl't.~1· hi::; 

own rules in the JJJidst of n cuHummity wliieh \ras ]Juth llllltWJ'tJliH 

rtutl coJJHJ_Jicnons, ]w cleeiclud to rdm'JJ t,r, \Vnt Nrtm<'tmi. Tllnl'l) 

he c:onld lund l1is O\\'ll life without .~e;uHbl, thanks to tlw dis­

h-wee of the Wn.t fl'Olll tlw eit.r tLllcl tllP (:(JIJHidt~!'ahlu rt'Pt~dulll allowed 

tu thu itmHttes. lJnrillg this S!)eond reside-net\ ttL \Vat :-:itl.Ht6mi, l'riHet> 

Mougknt worked out the detail:-; of tlw n)fon11 which \\'aN Lu 

result in tl1u fonuatiu11 iu the S.iltlilt~se Cln1rel1 ol' a 111~1\· sed, 

thu DllltlllllHtynttilm, m· c;eet of tiiUHe who adhm·u t.o tlw Law. '!'lit~ 

Ktd· wtts tu kwe u.n importnut inHueneu on thu rdigiom; lifu of tlw 

country. 'L'lw priueu left \Vat JV[ahU.dhii.tn in JK2D, lmt lw n:taiJJt~d 

hi:-: re:-:illuuee thc~re ;tncl pttid briu£ vi:-:its to it until his <L]>poinLllll:llt· 

to be lwrtd of WttL l'nvM;tni\·er,:<t, :-:even yunt·s latut·. His ncti\·itio:-; 

wen: fto!ll uow ou c:untretl elKewlwn' aliCl wut·u no Ionge!' e•Jillit:dt~d 

with the histol'y of thu McmnsteJ·y ol' the U1·ent Ftulie. 

Tlw 8<tiJgltMi1ja, J)()n, died ou 2:3nl Suptelllht~J·, I H42, at tl1c 

ag,: of eighty-mJu ye;tt·s. In May uf tlw .l'ollowittg year, tlw kiug· 

wtmecl fLs his :-:uccessur tliu nl>bot of Wn.t Hii,j:Lpm·ul.m, Nit.kh ( N:\~·a ), 

aged se VL:nty -eight yem·n, \\' ho Wtts HclllHltlt Ph 1'11: \' <Lt HLI'Ill:atw. 

Unlike hi:-: pruclucessm·, the p<ttrinrch did not tnku ll]' liis n.]HJd<: at 

\Vat 1VIa.ltii.cl1Jiitn. Tlw C;lll'Kc~ deliv<ol'l:d l1y its fonndt~J· agaitJHt Hli,)' 

p•~l·soJJ nut of his o\r!l family who lllight dat'<l to tm1c:li tl11: lmildi11gs 

\\'hich liu lind coustntdu<l, had cansell tlw lltonaHtt~J·y to lw luH 

unc<trucl for Hineu J HO:l. 'l'lw piom; king Plll'lt: N~.ng Klr1o, who I tad 

h<:un oeenpie.cl siucu thu beginning of his l'l'igu iu tlw n::-:tomtiotl aud 

t,]JU det:omtiun of tlw JHormsterit:s in tlw r:<tpitu.l, ha<l IHl\'I;J' illclndc:d 

this llitliUV<tury ill his plntiK. It WtLH in min thn,t. tlw ttblJIJt <L!Hl dJicd' 

111011ks h1ttl l'epmtt.eJJy ]JOiliL<Jd unt to tltu king tltu diH:Lgn:elll>lc: dfc·d 

•d' this dihtpidntt~<l llJOJJasbt·l'y, :-:it,rmturl elosl~ to t!tu 1\J,Vu.l pttlaeu, awl 

liacl lll'g·ert hi!ll to llliLku .it 11 W<Jl'tliy r:mmterp11rt to Wat l'hu 

wl1ir~h l11td lJ.~,~~~ t:nt·il'•!ly J·<:lmilt n.ml emhullishecl. He~ ]JUcl alwny~:~ 

rdust•d to itlt\11' the tul'l'il>k 111aludietiuus oJ' the fon 1wJ· second 

kin~. Tltu ,tl,<tJHluuu<l mmmstel'y thrmttenerl to bec:onw a J'Uiu. 

'l'lw J'oof.-: of' tlJU reli~ions edifices colhpscd, \\'hilc the knf~ were baTe-
. I' 

ly h:thit;t.l>le. TIH! lmildings \\'c•ru in fmel1 11 ruinous 'stntu thnt tht~ 
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king lmd disvoutimwd tlw ttllll11Ul ktt~hi:nrr, gif'ts. The new 1mtriarch 

insiRtnd. OJK~u agtt.in that tho lllOIH\stet·y which WitH hiR official rH:-:i­

<leneu, f:lhonhl he reRtol'ud to it:-: m·iginn.l courlition. 'rlw kiug mtH 

then 1Wttl'ly sixty yettr:-: old, tm <Lgn which is r~mtHirlured ·pretty ripe 

mnong tho SirtmeRo, :tnd lw repliDd th1tt now thnt hi:-; life lmcl tthno:-;t 

l'unehecl it:-; end, the powur of the elll'Hu which l1u wonlcl incnl', :-;eemed 

luss flcmrl'nl to him and tlw wm·k of l'uHtot'tLtion Klwnld Hhortly he put 

in lmncl. The 8a1iglmrli;jn,, Nakh, t'ellutinecl for tJ1e present a:-; n,bhot 

of Wrtt B.i"tjapm·a~HL, while the dntieH of abbot of '\Vrtt l\Iahiidhatu 

wet'u performed hy Phrn: N:1~u1trailolm, Phi'tl~, who lmd been the 

:tHHiHtant of the pn~vion:-; Sru~lg·lml'lija. 'J'he work oi t'e:-;turing the 

i~JmHtstery of the Great Helie wns HtrtrteclttH promised, hnt 1JL~fore it 

WitH completed, tlH~ 8ttliglntt•ii:itt, Nitkh, dierl in lB4H. HiR SlleCOSKOl', 

Prince Pnntmiinujit1t, who was nmuinatetl two y<mt'H latm·, Wt1H 

nhbot of Wnt Phi) aml hu l'tlllULiner1 tts lwltrl of tlmt inqlot'tttnt 

1110111tstery. \Vat Nrah::tclhii,tn, which lnvl buen the tnulitior~ttl reHi­

dtmeu uf tl10 p1ttrin1'eh fm· lmlf-1t-ecntnry, now cea:-wd to be so. 

'l'he l'L!Stonttion ol' Wttt M<thi"tdliiitn wnH hug'llll in I i-\4.4. m· 

-J()..J,i5. Complntl\ l'oeonNtnwtion wrLH JJucus:-:ttl',Y, mHl 1ll HOVUI'ttl 

in:-;ta,Jlcu:-; <[nitu IW\\' work waN pnt 111. 'l'lte principttl l'd incus 

wm·o reconstnwter1 according to tlte oL·ig;i nnl phtn, tlw HM, being 

slightly !tiglwr tlmn before. 'l'ho only JHJtmNol:tlly d11l11ge W~tH made 

in tho Vihii,nt: it W!LH given n. poreh in front aml at tho back thnR 

nttaining the HttllW lcmgth ns tho Bc"\t: hnt tts it lHLclnot ht)lm wicloned, 

there rcmninecl thu sttlllt) disHyllletry botwoun it nml tlw 1\ht~H}aptt. 

IH order th11t t.lw :-;Lrnctul'e 111ight bt) lu11gthmwrl, tho pair oF J!T'Wn!f 

1Juhiml tlw Viham lmrl to hu lll<Wucl to 11 JJortlturly situ 1Jultincl 

tltt: g1tllul.'y. Tho libntry nncl tlw belfl:y wut·u also lltO\'UL], n.H 

UHmtimwd ttbove. The gttl!cry rlouH uut HOfolll to h<1\'0 huen nltel'ed ~tt 

all, though tbe tuwers tthove thu doo}'H rlntu hnm tlliH ]Wl'iocl. The 

most importtwt nltm·ttti(:ns Wet·u in tlmt ll1Ll't of the mumt.-:tury where 

the monks lived. A new t'llHideuce wn:-; bnilt rut· tho patrittrelJ; it in­

clndecl tt brge building for hif:l primt.e usc, it ru.-:t-pttviliun :-;yuunutricttl 

to the libmt·y, n,nd :-;even Tw,(i for the p<ttt·iarch'.s followel'H, tlw wllOlu 

being RUL'l'Rtmdecl by a wnll. 'l'he moll ks' quarters wot'u ttll built uf 

1n·ick 'J'hey were di,·idecl into thirteen gronpR, HOlllu uf whieh con-

l 
I 
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tuine<l :t largo ptLI·iliuJJ to HOI'\'l~ as 1t libmry, <L lt:LII I'll!' pmyur :wd a 

refectory. The1·e were ad<liticmal l'<J\\'S ol' knt7 I'ILJigt•d ;dung· th.~ 

monnHtm·y w;LllH, Tl1o JWil' pl:tll inb'lttl(~d (,<J pt·m·id<~ ;uupl(! 

tt<:eonmtodation for 01w thousand lltOJJkH and noYiet~H. 'l'hii'Ly ~~rilr.i. 

were n.li-io conHtrnct.ed, nminly round tht· II'ILIIH of tit<: gallt•ry anrl oJt 

either side of the pl'iueipnl entmuce ol' tlw ThloJmHtur,\·, u11 til!! sib' 

whiel1 iH How occupied by tiro Natiowtl LiL1mt·y. 

The work of t'eHtorn,tioll II'<LH pmetic;dl,v <'Oill]!ld,ud, wiJuJJ by 
tL c;tnmge stroku of fatt!, Kiug Phm: N:ing Kl~o clit~d on ~ud J\ ]H·il, 

l:-\51. J'rinw JYlong·knt, who wns ahhot ul' \Vat l'a\·;LJ'tLllivur;;t, was 

cnllt•d upou to nsce11<l thu thn.JlW, in circ:UJIJHttLIWus w hi cit will he 

rebtud elsewlwt·u. rl'lw work of re.-1tOJ'tttion was 1-iuislwcl by thu new 

kiug. ]Juring his reign, lw lmd ouly built IL sllmll \'ih:i,l'IL h1:sidt: tl1e 

Borlhi tt·uc Ll'Onght from Ct:ylou, 011 thu vel'.)' spot ll'lit~l'<~ lw had 

lived during his TII'At tm·m in the pric~sthoorl. Tltu llllilding is 

llC\Intchy~; knowu as Vilul.ra buclhilu.1?-lcii m· tlw Vili:i,m ol' Llit' Bodl1i 
tl'l~u of Cuylon. 

When King Mongkut thus tnllw iuto puii'L'I', his l'ol'IJWI' 

c:ollenguo Pht·rt: BucldhaglwHii.ciiryn, X{lll, then ahlJOt ol' Wnt Mol i­

lokytt, becmnt: rtltH'JHecl leAt the IIU\1' lll<Hmt·ell Ahonlcl now tnku his 

revenge l'or tho n.tfmnt:,; which Ito lmrl. JW:t:ivucl, iLJHl il'lLS JH'uJmt·ing; 

to Jieu to his birthpbco, PhetclH1ht'tri. '.l'lw king, howuvur.·, lmd 

nppruein.tt!d tlw ox:periuncu of hie; nrlvet'S<tl',Y, and nftt~l' miNing lJillJ 

to tlw ntuk <Jf t:.dnul~l, <tppoiJtted hilll to hu hc•tul of tlH,~ Monnstury 

of tlw Ul'unt l:lulic. 8uclt a gmwt'OliK pm·dun iliKJJil·c~d t,l1u Jn·cdnl.t~ to 

eompo.'{u :t poem in Pali in pl'aiso of tltu t'l).)'tll clt~mcw:y, nnd this HO 

gmtitit•1] tho king tl1at. it wttK tbeueefm:th inelwlml in tilt• eustl)nmry 

IJI'H,Vt~l·s i11tonecl n.t offieittl cet·enHmieK. 'l'liu n<~w tthlJot d.io<l suvon 

y<'<ll'N btur, at thu n.ge tlf S<~\·enty-fonr yum·c;. His Hlleee~:~sors 1\'el'e 

for somu timo rlignitarim~ of a n"tnclJ lowc\l' ntnk, ILJHl thu lli01lttstery 

gradwdly dueretLHt~cl in illlpol'tnueo, wh.il<\ the HHL,iol'ity of the kn(~ 
i\'Ul'C' not itt!mbitud. Wat PhtJ boeame thl! cuutre o£ rcligimtH life:, 

a11d lntur Wnt l'tWILL'<mivur;<t, the l'e~iCiences of tho 
1
mtt·im·chH. 

At tlw 1Jeginlliug of King ClmlnlolJgkorn's reig1~, l10wen~r, 
w .• t M;tlJiidhiitu 1\'l\H an ol~jeet, of tho l'O,Ytel fn.vom·. 8ineo itH fonrtda-
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tioll, tlw JIIO!H1Htet:y lmd been tho place at which were bmnt the 

:o;u,nieH collectucl ft·uu1 tlw lli'IIH in whieh the hodieH of kingll and 

prillecH of high rnuk weru placer] during the HOnlCtimek lengthy 

period befon~ ermrmt.iou. Fnnn 1877 onwttrd, the Wttt bec:ame the !'litn 

fot· tlw :tctmtl Cl'011111tion of royalty, in pbc:e of Wttt l'twtu·u,ni\"Ol(n 

which pwvurl to bu uot >mffieicntly :-;pncicnm :for tlw cm·emoniuH 011 

~melt OCC!LHiOllH. 

It waH not until 188() tlmt tlw l\lowtHtut•y of tlw Ch·eat Hdic 

recovel'ud HOllte imlJortttnee. 'l'he kiug ttppointccl aR hmd of the llto­

nnstcry 11 fn,ntous Pnli scholar hom Wnt Aru~ut, the Pln·n: Demmoli, 
"' . Dl't, theu <tged fifty-two ye.Ll'H. He Wt1R to give very active 

a:,;sistttJltt•. in prept1l'ing tho Jln;t printed edition of the Situue:,;e 

Tripitalm m1cl to rocuivu in UJOO the Litlu of S6md~t Phm :V:1mtmttllm. 

In tlw ;muw ymn, 1.889, the king lmd fonncl n, hmne in the 1-1i'ih~ 

belonging to tho Wttt for the rcligicnm Hchool which had heon IJOm;ed 

witl1iu the precinctK of the Hoyttl pttbce ~:~inco tlw bogiuuing of the 

Btmgkok pel'iod, following 11 tntdition f.httiug back to the Jirst kingH 

of Ayutllin aucl evmt tu the Si:H;:h6thi.Li pm·iocl. hmtruction wnH given 

to thu lllOllkH lJy six lny profeHHOl'H chosen from t1llto1lg tlw royal 

"p1111ditH" ttll(l paid from the roya.l pm·Hu. Iu l\'lay, 189:1, ttt tlw 

tillle of tunHioJI betwuun thu Fronch and tlw SittlllUHU, the Hclwol had 

to umkr~ way tmnpomrily tor tLn m·gtwi::-~ttticm lnm:ieclly (omwcl by 

laclie::-~ of the Hittmesu :Histocmcy to c:ttru fm· thu wounded. Thi::-~ 

Ol'gnniHtLtiou waH ttt first cnllecl tlw 8ociuty of tlw Uud U~1vli.lonm mHl 

WttH tlw beginning ol' the po\V(Jrfnl Heel Ct·or;H orgrtuiKatiml fonml in 

Siam to <lay. 'l'hu school was 111ovucl into thu BCJt. 

'.L'hu heir to the tlmnw, Prince Maht1vrtjirn~thi~m, diucl iu tlw 

followillg yenl'. 'l'!JO king cluc\ided to nKe a portiou of the ]al'ge fnnclH 

sut aside for tlw funern.luxpeuscH in tlw cunHtrnction of a permanent. 

building whe1·u the m·u 111ight be placed duriug Llw preliminary 

ceremouie:-;. It waH to llo ereetecl 011 thr: t~dge ol' tlw Hitu fOl' roynl 

Cl'OIIHttiunH, along tlw enstm·11 bcnmrlary of \Vttt iVLnh:1clhat.u. 011ce 

the cn;mation wttH tiuishecl, t.hiR bnilrling eould be~ w.;L~(l to llOURL\ tlw 

Hchool of Pali, but it could n.le;o he wmd for simihH' crmmttions in tho 

fntme, nnd 1\lXpcne;es would thns bo eonsiderahly reclnced. Tn cnt'l'y­

ing ont this plan, the Heel CroHH organisation was moved ont, and :tll 

1 
1 
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the eastern portion of the outul' wall ol' tlJU Jllolla:-;tur·y wa:-; dornoli :r­

ed, :t:-; wore ahm thH vnl'iou:-; srllii :t]](] lent~ wl1ielr had IH~I~ll !milt. m 

tho Hptteo hotwcun iJ~;tt pnl'tion uf tlw \\'all nncl Uw r:loiHtt•r·. Whon 

the site had been pt·upared, tlw king lttid tlw li1·:-;t, :-;toru' with dne 

Rolemnity in Sept.mnhur, J:-\!l(). 'l'lw wol'k pmr:m:rlu<l lnrt :-;Jowly; :utl 

when the er·unmtio11 ol' thn lwi1· tu tl11\ tlmmu took plac:e in 1900, 

<'von when Kino· Clullnlmwkorn llinJscll' rlit·cl in J HlO, t.ht• lmilcliu,..," "' 0 ~ . 

was Hot yet nmdy for mw. Enn1tunll,v, o11 Llw r:oluplt:tinn ol' tl ·' 

building, King U:tilltt vr iw;trLlled th<\I'U in I Dl () Uw Vajimii:tt_ll1 

N:ttional Lil(l'nl'y, which had lwen fomulnd in I RHI ll,V Kiug- Chub­
longkorn :tJH] ntlw1· chilclnm of King Thfong·knt, hut np to tlutt timu 
lmrl hnr1no ahocle of its own. 

At thu beginning of] i:W7, tho king- lmudud O\'<:l' l;n t.l1u abbot uf 

Wt1t lVfah:i;lh:itn n Hlllll of 'l'cH. HO,OOO l'mnt thu uHL!Lt.r' of l'1·ince 

Ma.hii\'n,jinn.il1is1t, for Uw <:Oili}Jiuto I'UHtomtion ol' Llu: lllOll:tHtery. 

To emnHlt:liJm·ntl\ this g-mH~ron:-; g·ifl~. tlw lH:<IinHnttH of' lil11\ \'ih:im 

W1:ru dc•cm·atr:d \\·itl1 lll'll11lli!:Ht:-; in Htue<~IJ l't']ll'I:Hc:nt.irlg· t.l1n eJ'o\\'JI 

of tho !win; to tlw tln·onu. h1 1 KDH, tlw l'1t11tlitH' :-;dJool, whieh \\'ttK 

the e1nhryo 111' tlw Chnlal<mgko1'11 lJnivot·sity, was IIHI\ 1·d to \Vnt 

Snrhtt·yndi1L. Tho :thhot of vVttt. M;thii,rlh:itn thnn l'<nmdl·d n HelloO! 

of Pnli fm· thu inst,nwtion of thu illln:Ltn:-; ol' thn IIIOIHtHLut·y, l'ol' 

which the tuaelH·rs \\'l'.l'U rh·<t\\'ll fro111 tl1u mnkH of th1• llltlllks tholll­

Heh·e:-;. 'J'Iw .'lc:llool w:ts lJOil.'lt~d in tlw hnilding-:-;, <:<ntstr'li<.:L,:rl dm·ing 

thu tl1ird rui! .. !'ll to ht~ thv re:-;irlulH:I: oF thu .Smi•dml':i.'ja · f'ol' t.hiH 
<1 ,...., ' ' 

Plll'l>OHu, thesu hnildiug-H nmlc~t·wcmt S<llll!' altc:mtinHH. Hi11r:o UH2, 

thu selwol h,ts l1eun nwh•r· l'lll·n: llh:tllllimt.I·:Lilok:ie:il'yn, !!eng, 

who wa:-; <Lppuintu<l :thl1ot of tl11' 11101mstm·v on tlru dt:tLth of 

.sdlllclit Plim: Y:lilll.l't1Lilll:L, nl't, Oil 14th A.ngnHt, ,·!J:2~i. 1L1Hl has l'()(:nivorl 

in 1!J2f:l. thu titlt· of Phm :VimnlndlmllllllH. Unrlel' thu di1'1:r:tiou of 

t,hj:-; bH'ilU!l pruJntu, tho ~ehoo] of J'nJj has str;[tdiJy ]ll'OHj)Ul't:rl, nur] it 

iH now ennsicl"i'etl Oil!' of tlw lll<lHt i1npurtant euntre:-; of J't>lig-imm 
t.t!:Lehi11g· in Hi'llll. 

'l'lw MnllnHtc•t·\' of t.he Un:;tt Helie hulono·K to tl1u olclnm·ufonu-
~ . 0 . -

<·rl Nect, the iHnh:!nik:iya., h11t :-;incu I f)J 4, tho iuntttLes ltnnJ elcrchecl 

theHtsc:ln::-; n.ftc:r tlw Hi.yle ol' thu 1110nk:-; of the DhnuJrnn.y':'lttilm onler. 

This WHH rlouhl;IDHs :t IIIO\'CIIH:nt tuwanls the union of tlw two HeetA, 

.) 

! 
! 



~~~~'T-±:.t'i:-

Reference to numbers. 

Mal)gapa 

Bot 
Vihara 

4 Prang 

5 Gallery 

6 Vihara Bodhilanka 

7 Bodhi tree 

8 Bell-tower 

9 Kan barien 

10 P~triarch's residence 
11 Library 

12 Pond 

13 PaJi school buildings 

14 V~jiraihiJ).a National 
' 

Library. 
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wltif'h lt:L\ ,. c·•·H>i•·d f,H. a l .. ltg Lilltc.~ p:tst. let lH· t•i,·alH. l11 dis~!ipli1w 

nud itt lc·aruing. \\'at \hhiirlltiiLn ltns nnLiting lo dm;irtl !'rom t.htl lul;-;L 

)l}llllilSI.I'I'jt•S 1d' t.[t, l't•l'ol'llll'd Hll(l(,, 




