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TaE Utlst·J~l~ <W ST. MAtte !;If Mm;sii: 

To its lllliiWL'OtL'\ tnHI.';Ia,tiono; uf the Bibk, ot· ptuto; o[ it, the 

Alltul'iOt~ll Biblu Sm:iety added, n. few yum'i:\ ttgo, tlmt or tlw GoHpel 

of ~t. !Vlm·k, which lms lwt~ll Lrttllsh~ted from itt~ veri-lion in Northum 

Lii.o ot· 'L'hni Y IHLII in Lll the hug·twge of the iVhmso. The tmnt~lation 

mule!' ruview W<LH nnule l1y o11e of tlw nativu pastm·s belonging to the 

Amerit:nn l't·esbyLt:t·ittll lVI is:-;iml in NtLkou L:1mpang, tl1e Rev. Dn:mg 

lh:o l1y IHLJlw. The dwt'ttctet·s used fot· this tmuslation al'e the 

N()l'thut'll 'l'tti or h.ua lluon. 

'rlw 1\iftsi-lo, tu spt~ll thuir ntLtllu more phmwtietdly, are 11 vm·y 

inLt;n::-;tiug 11nd pidnre:-;quu IH;ople. 'J'hey :form a bntnch of the 

Tibuto- Bm·ttwse l'nlllily uud a.t'u cowpttnLtively new comm·s to Siam. 

Thu fit·Ht EuropeanH to llluet dtem in thiN country were tho 

btu Dl'. MeUilvai·y, HO lwtittingly ca,lled "the Apostle to the Lao", 
twd l\h. McCttrthy who both, mm·u than l'orty years ago, visited some 

o[ tln~i1· villagl'H pl•relw!l ltigl1 11p 011 the Hrmks of the lofty mountain, 

e:Lllud J )oi l'hii, Ht!IIJ, wltiel1, .Hitmttml tu the north-west of Mu'ang 

b\tug, lius iu thu tltmust nortlt-wt•t"tern cut·twl· of tlH~ circ1e of Paynb. 

Both I )1·. !VIeUilvttry(lJ ttnd Mr. MeCtLdlty(~) have deo;cribecl the 1\ihlHSCi 

i 11. tlH: n:.Hpl:eti n: h:HJ ks written hy them, while Sir Ucorge Scott (il) 

;oiHl Mr. 'vV. A. Urn.ht1lll ( >) htLVt' tl'eatetl thmn more fully in their 

lHJukH 011 Hm·nHL ami Hinm l'e:-;pcctivuly. 

'!'Itt: ~I iiHHO or, aH they mostly crdl thc:mKelves, Lalm, live ou 

t]IU \o\'ty lllUlllltr~oin l'LLII!!,'OH :ttH1 rJatem1H !Jonlered to the WeKt l1y the 

1:\;Llwin :1nd to tht: east by the,l\lekong river. 'l'hoir actnn.l nodlwrn 

homH.ln.t·y HUt~lliH to Jie :.tt 2-k' mwthet·n latitude, whilu the mof:lt 

Htmtlwrn poiut l'tmel1ud l1y thmu thH'iug their mignLtimtH is fouucl rt 

little tu tho lJUrth of 20o northet·n btitntle. IIowevL:l', from the 

hi,c;toricaJ evitleuee poHHeHsed by us it ,';eems without donbt thnt thu 

Sir Goot·gn 8cott., " Burnu" ", 1923. 

W. A. Gralmm, "8i:un ", 1924. 



I'ltofo by J[r. Ji. W. Moor.•. 

Bl1w.k .:\Inssii, west of Cltieng Rai, in the Shan States, 
known as Lahu N a., i.e., black Lahn. 



J 



l't.. I, I O:W. 'I' ., 
111-: (~nsPEL u1~ S'I'. MA.uc lN Musso. 85 

~ltV·ho m·ig·in:dl~r iulmbitud 11 eountry lying much farther to the north 

I 'l'ohd d,v thu uasturu mt~reltes of' the '.L'ibetan bonlmhncl were theit: 

lirNL hotttPst,~nd.'l, l'mm which Ohinuse conquests aml oppression chon; 

tlll·Itl. as s" 11mny ntlwr liberty-loving peoplu~-:, ~-:outhwn,rch; t0\nwd8 
tl11: t•ontitlt~." of the Fm·ther Indian penimmh. ' 

'l'lmt. thu Mn1-1so r~t·e 11n ancient mce is proved .by the Ohinu;;e 

l'!trottit:lus, wlticlt Htuntion tlmt in 796 A. D. they wm·e ;mbdned by 11 
Kiug· nl' Nan-Ulmo l tt Tlu~i King ). 

lt "'~ums nlso that theM usso :Lre identical with the Mof:lHO who 

at J ll'usuut l i n•. betwuun 2D-33" north em latitude 11ncl 79-10::3" 

c::u4ut'IJ lungitndu, in thtl country mllecl by the Chinese "the ter­

ritm-y l)r tlw lo 1mtive chief~-:", which adjoins the e:1stcrn slopet; of 

tht: lll ig lt Ly 'l'i lwttLlt platet~n. Here they formed :111 independent 

kingdotu wiLlt Li-K.iang as etLpital ttnd in 1548 and 1561 they bent 

hnt~k Tilll:L:tn invt~friouH. In the beginning of the 18th centnry the 

M ussd iu vndud tlw Mekong nnd Yangtze valleys and, allyi11g 

Lltt:liiSt•h-uH wiLl1 Llw CJ.im:He, Utey 11g'ttin fought the '.L'ibetanH. 

I ltl\n:l't:J·, aH IK> lllHliY otlu:ll' 1tboriginal tribes of :;outhm·n and 80uth 

\l't':-;Lul'll China, tlwy lmd to l>uw clown to fn,te in the form of the 

n:lunt!t.:ss GhineHe pL'WiS\ll'L;, pa,rtly milibtry, pttl·tly p:1eific, and the lt1st 

itulujH:tulullt iVlt>ssu ~-:overeign, t1 queen, even c:1lledin the Chinese:1nd 

lmndt:d uvt:t• Uw puwm· to them (5l. Mcnnwhile ~~ gre:1t number of tltu 

i\ltJ~;:-~It til' ~lm1Hii kttlllligntkd southwards to the territory mentimted 

in tl11: l>t:g·inniug- of thiH uotu, uwst of which lies inside what is called 

till, :-:;iliH!Illg' Pt\,Jlllii,. 

Sir ( luorgu 8cott HlLJR tlmt here they seem to lmve had a 

;;ol'!, ut' t:oHI\Hlunttion of their own-the so-cttllod :16 Fu or ehiofH. 

Tit iH eo1tl'u1lum tiuu 11t oue time Wl1S ovenun by the BurmeHe and 

pl:H:ml tmclm· tlw rule of the govemor of lVIu':1ng Laem. In the 

Chinei:le pl~>rt of thu Pannas, Lahu power mtLintn,ined itself nnRlmken 

up till H:IH7, whon they were attttcked by tho Chinese who brought 

Krupp artillery against them and thereby succeeded in brm1king up 

thdr confeclcn't1tion. .Since then there h11s been a steady immigmtiou 
--- ----- -

(;3) -Fnthe~- }1:;-.- G;~;-Notes sur los marches TihebLines du 8sen 

Tehom~n ut du"Y1mn;m "-Bulletin de l'Ecole Ji'mn\i:tise cl'Extreme-Orient. 

Volunw XXIII ( 1923). 
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of Musso into the Br·itish Shan States t1nd partly also into Siamese 
terdtory. 

To twoid confusion be it noted tlmt the .Mos:-;o cnll themselveH 

Na;chi, while the M.usso in the Chiucse tLncl Hl'itisll Slmn States and 
Siamese territory ct1ll themselves Reel, Bhwk, and Orettt Ol' YeHow 

Lahu; the Black ttnd H.ed LtLlm Jiving in the HOnthem part, while the 

Yellow or Great LuJm live in the uorthem pnrt, net1l' ChintL. The 
names lYiosHo and Musf:ti are tll1JR only Chiuese nicknames. 'l'hu 

Musso or Lahu seem to be closely relu.tt~d to the Ngo-Hn or .LoloH, 
the proud independent warrior people living in the Szechwan twd 

YUnnan proviuces; and tlmt their· rm,;pective languagel:lttl'O allied goes 

without doubt. There are different dinlectR of the Lalm living in 

British tel'l'itory bctvvoen which there is considemble diffet·cJwu. The 

Musso in Siame:,;e territory belong to the Black r1ncl Hod Lallu. 

Physically the Musso are tt well buj]t people with t·em:trlmbly 
straight-set eyes. Their northern brethren, the Mosso, i1t'e said to he 
tan and powerfully developed, men m; well r1s women, tlwrehy 

resembling their giant cousins livino· in the roekv fastnesseR o£ 
...... ' l:) v 

Szechwan, who must belong to one o£ the taJlest races on the 
earth (G). 'l'he Musso of Siam are, however, not of any extraordinary 

height, being genemlly described as people of middle height. Perhaps 
they too have suifcnxl under that Jaw of natme vvhich decrees th:1t, 

when tall races migmte hom a nort.het·n country with tL tmnper:1tc 

climate to 11 southern tropical one, they become smnller the fal'ther 

south they wander. 
'l'hc Musso ttl'e known for the strong bond of solid:1rity which 

knits to£rether their clans and tribes· durin" the oio·hties ttml nine-o . . ' b . b 

ties of last century the Siamese Musso living on the hills to the 
north west of Mu'nno· Fan()' were O'Overned by a cel'tain Phrnytt Kili, b ~~ b 

who wielded great power. Without going into detttils it may here 
be added thnt the lVIusso nre "rai" culti vaton;, where they annually 

destroy considerable tracts of forest, and that opium smoking is rather 

common among them. However, according to people, who know thew 

(6) Mttjol' Vicomte cl'Ollone, In Ji'o?'bidden Ohinc~, 1908. 



Photo by JJfr. n.W. Jloon·. 

Lahu woman, east of Chieng Hai, in the Cbieng Tung 
State, where they are numerous; they are known 

"' as Lahu Shi, i.e., yellow Lahu. 
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wull,thny :;;nem tn pnss():;;s nmny ~tttractivc tmitR of character, such as 

ennrng-e tLJHl honesty. If cured of their craving for opium they 

might therefore oifer a good recruiting material for the border 

g-nndal'llll!l'il). rl'lw lllnericnn Pt·eNhyteriailMisNion at Chieng :Rai ]Jf.l_,f; 

reetmtly sttHtPtl work among the Musso of which some communities 

lHwc now settlt!d in tl]() hills to the east of that town, and some 

60-70 indivitlnn,ls lmvL~ been converted from their n,nimiHtic belief to 

Christiallit.'r·· The A1nm·icau Bttptist MiNsionarics in Chieng Tung 

elaim over 17,000 l>tliptiY.ed Lahu and lmve translated part of the new 

'l'estttllHmt illto the Lr1.hu language. 

AR all othnr people the MnsBli are subject to the laws of 

t1·rmsfornmtiou, nnd this is best seen in their ma1'!ner of dresR. Their 

\\'mtHm :tru now giving np thuir large pictmeRgue headdress for the 

r:ldguon of tlm 'l'n.i Yw1n gil'lR, while for their colomful nether 

g'<l.l'lllCilt:.H tlw p:'L-Hiu is now being Ruhstituted. 

A cloHo Htndy :1nd detailed description of the Musso; their 

mmtotttH, llt:Hmet'H, lwlidR and langmtge is therefore urgently needed, 

nncl it; is to lH\ hnJH~cl that vohmteerR w.ill come forward to perform 

Hilll.il:!.l' yeoltt:tlt wmk to tltat which was done some years ago when, 

lty tlw thnnghtfnl :tHsisbHWll of General His Serene Highness Prince 

HtJ\':LJ'ac1(j, at that time the Viceroy of the twin Circles of Payab and 

AI a lt:u·:tr-:Lrn, t.Iw Aoeioty came into possession of several very valuable 

tttr>nograplts 011 tlw non-'l'ni peoples of Pttyab written hy Siamese 

o!licialr-: in teply to tho Siam Society's Qnestionna,ire. The writer of 

t.ltir-: note iH 1nm~h induhtml to Mr. H.. W. Moore of the Christian High 

:-)e!tool for tlw two photographs illustrating the text. 

ERIK SEIDENFADEN, 
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Institnt Royal Service Arcb6ologi<llle. ltECUEIL DES lNSCIUP­

'l'lONS nu Sum. DEUXl~Ml~ PAit'l'l'": INSOHII''I'IONH 1m DvXnAVATi, 

DE CRIVJ.TAYA E'l' DE LA.Yo editeeR & tmcluit\JS par 0. Cm:D8R . ) 

Secn'taire Oenera,l de l'Tnstitut. Volume pnblie par ordrc dn Prince 

Snu:ti Va,ttu,navisishb cle Simn em comm<~morati•Jll du jom t'Lrmiver­

Raire Oll j] pi1l'Vint a J'age atteint pm: ROS ptmmtfi. 

Bttngkok, Bangkok 'l'imes PreRs, 1 vol. in - 4'', pp. 4 n. chi!'. 

+52+ 10 n. chif. + 59, illnRtre de 22 pl. hors-textu. 

Monsieur Crndes continue avec pt1ticncu h1 pnblict1tion cle ROll 

Corpm; rh~l'l Inscriptions du Sinm. Voiei <,nfin le S()(:ond volunw, <[Ui 

conticnt qua,torze inscriptions, (XVI ti, XXIX ) pnlJ!iees d'a,pres los 
Jnell\CR reg-los que les insm:iptions clu volume J. 

Nons tLVOJJs maintennnt l'epigmphie tlu Dvii,mvnti: ot <qe Lrt\'O 

d'une part, des dependances de 9r1vijaya, en territoire t'Lnjonrd'hui 

sittmois de l'n,utre. Dans les introclnetiom!, M. C. tL reRum6 a,vec Rtt 

nottete lmbituolle Res tmvm1x nnterionn; snr l'histoire clu Siam cln 

:mcl-oum:t twant les Sia,mois. 

Les deux pageR ( 1 et 2 ) de !'introduction franyniso qui 

traitont do ]a, sculpture pt·e-ldnnere seront los hicnvcnues aupres de 

eenx qui R'interessent ~· cet art, si proche encore de ses 0riginos in­

diennes et clont qnel(JUOS speciinens (voir pl. IV, figure de droite, et 

surtout pl. VI ) sont beaux. Il fnnt regretter ici que leA moycns 

dont il disposait n'aient pn,s pennis a M. c. d'obtcnir de bonneH 

pla,nchcs. L'illnstratiou est Ia seule pa,rtie bible du vof H dn Corpus 

Qomme elle etait la seule pa,rtie faible du vol. I, 
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LnR rmragt·apht•s Slll' le Ruyanme de yrivijaya, Onthi, ]e 

Tambrnli1Jga, lu p<tys tln L:ho, Jm·mpnt llll tahloan rapide mniR 

magiRtml des ruehm·elws de ees dix tlm·ni<\J·us rtrJIH~cR Hllr une histoire 

<JUG l'nntem· 1ni-m£nno plns !Jllu tout nntre a eonh·ilme h deln·o1:.1i'fl'cr. 

On ne pent q n'nchuirm.· ln lllllllii:mJ de M. C. qui, sans leur rien faire 

dire de trop, exprime cle duemuents r~pnn;, an moyen de rapprochements 

deciRifR, tout ee qn'ils penyeut nmclt·u. 

Les persuunes qni R'interu:-:sent tl. ln. linguic;tiqne Riamoise eta 

)']Jistoire des iiJRtitutimJs deVl'OJJt meditm· 00 !JUO llOUS apprend ]a 

nouvelle publication, jointu ttnx "cloomneuts sur le Lam; occidentl•l ", 

du merne nnteur, sm· lu r6lo des ~Hms tlan.~ b Yi1llee tln Meuam, des 

une epoque reonlecJ. L'ini·hwneu \llOIIU, diructement on imliroetement 

OXOl'Cee, SC retrOUVO partont l~ll Hi:tlllOiH, ft dnte n.ncimme. Il n'y !1 pas 

que }a viuilJo Jnngne jnl'idiqm~ Hiamoi:-m ()ll HU rof!t~:te l'inf-lucmce HLOllU, 

mais Ia olio so rellctu lJiun twttutm:nt, Hmnblu-t-il. ~i lu textumon sur 

lequolropuse le '0D~filnJNJ(9J;J sinm1Jis u'est pns UlH:Ol'e irlc:ntilit\ e'eRt Ull 

fait, expressement ntt<:st{) ]JILl' lu !o'Jl~[Jjj~Wnm Hi:tlllois lni-meme, que s~1 

Hourco est mbne. 

Le travail du l'itnprinwm· uc;t honm·rtllle. NouH t1VOJii:l biHse 

pac;sor, l\1. Cced~JH ut mni, le l\'Inhltdlilt:tn de Ia pbnelw lV. Le 'Vl:Jlld~ 
du titre, eonHbm me11t rerJL·ucluit !lnn:-; 1 e eot:pR clt; I' on VJ'nge, ~::st 

natmellemuut intcntiomwl. IVlttis pluR uu y l'eileehit, ph1K on su 

persuade qne le ''il:Jlid~ c'1tymologiqnu est en sinmoiH ec quu sertLient 

Rmna on Athenue en ft'nTH?LiH, et memo cp1elqne el10sc de pire. 

'Vi:Jljl;,~ est b forl!lo plion6ti<FW depuiR tonjom·s 1:m siamois. El.le est 

const:1nte memo dans !\mage modeene. J'tti l1riE;vemcnt indique 

!'explication de d:uiimH,rrJL> 'Vl'JlmtJ clam; ce ,Tom·nal (XXUI, p. 148). 

Je rne pel'lnets cl'y ronvoyer le lectem: pour a,breger nne dis­

cussion uu peu by1mntine. Tout ee que je soulmitc o'eRt que le succes 

qu' aura le livre de M. C. cbns le public sin,mois, succes qui lui est du, 

n'acclirnate pas la forme 'Vldl:D~. En siamois, eomme aillenrs, les ret~c­

tions etymologiques sont nne plnio. 
"' 

J. B, 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

I 

XVIIE Coi'IGHl~R Iwr'Ell~A't'JONAL llEH 0HtEN't'ALlS'I'E8. 

Secretr~>riat: MnRee Etlmogrrtphiqne, 

P?'envil:m~ Comnvnn ioutirm. 

En vertn de ltt cleciRion pl'i80 lo l septmnhl'() 1928 a ltt del'Jliern 

reunion dn XVIleme CongrcR Intematiomtl des Orienblistes tt Oxford, 

le XVIIIeme OongreR dovra so rennir 1\,\lX Pttys-Bt1R. 

Un ccnnite s'eHt fm'llH\ chns la ville nnivcrRitnirD do Lcyde 

ponr orga11iser la p1·eparnt.ion dn prnehnin congreR. Co comite n 

decide proviHoirmnent que le XVl!Iemu eongreH se dmnim a Loyde 

( lic~m rle rennio'Il clu VIelll<! congrb.; Oll l8H!1) cbns lrt smnaino r1il 'i 

ttn 12 Heptembre 1931. 

Le comite adl'ORse cette premiOI'l\ cmHnnmieation twx orien­

toJisteR et aux societeR cn·ientaliHtoH on ll~s prittllt tlo lui accorder leur 

collaboration, pour qno lo congres Hoit aRsnni rl'mw rem:site complete. 

Nous esperons <rn'on vondn1 donum· au contmlll rl() ltt preRente corn­

munication nne publicitu nn1:1Hi gmudu qtt<~ poHHihlu. 

Le comite se pl'opose de faire paraib·e dans quelques mois nne 

secondo comJnuniCt1tion, nccmnpagnee de l'iuvitation delinitive pour 

le congres. 

T~eyde, avril 1980. J. H. KHAJ\iERS, 

Socretaire. 
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II 

Siugapore, 23rd June, 19RO. 

Dmu· Sir, -:~ 
~· 

I lmYe 1utely l'utu1 thu long t•evimY ( .Journ. Sir1m Soc. XXXIII, 

1930, pp. 211-2:3D i ol' Father .Sebobesta's 1xlClk "Among t1Hl Forest 

Dwarf:-; of 1\Iabyn ", nnd would drn,,,. the attention of those interested 

i'n Sinme:·m N egritoes to ttu account of a vi Hit whiclJ, at my request, 

the Chief Seel'etury, lf. 1\i. S., penuittml Mt·. I. H. N. Ev1111H of the 

F. M. S . .M.useumH to um ke to 'frrmg, Patnlnng and Benggort"L in 1924 

for the purpose of stn<lying these people. ( ,] uum. F. M. S. Museums 

X [I, 192G, pp. 35-54, plates VI-VIII). 

A priucipn,l object of the visit wns to l1HCertain i.E the SianteRc 

Negl'itoes, he0 r1t proHent fnnn euutact with Ma1n.yH ttncl Sakai, 

poHHOHked tL bngunge diiforent from that i:lpoken by the Smn11ng of 

the Mah1y States. 

A vocabulary of over 150 words Wi1H obtained ttt Chong in 

'l'mng ancl the reHult waA disappointillg'. Qllite a nmnbe1· of Malay 

nnd. Sttlmi termf.l OOCUl' nml, on tho whole, the Chong Nugritoes sp~t1k 
tt dittlect little clisf.limilar from tbose of Mnlay11. 

Have the Siamese J'\egritoe,q wandered up hum the sonth, or 

weru they once in toneh in thoir prmwnt lmhittlt with MnhyH 11ncl 

Su,lmi who have been expelled thence? 

Yom reviewer r·ofers to that very ckver1y wr·itten kook "'l'be 

Adventm·eH of John Smith in M11bya: J()00-1605" by the late 

Alwabnm Hale. Like! Hmny others he appttruntly fuilH to realise 

tluct, thongh based on a consiclemble tLmuunt of reudhJg, it is aH 

lllt!Ch t1 \\'Ol'k of fiction as the "Adventures or Ho1)inson Cn1soe ". 

'l'he Editor, 

Your,CJ sincerely, 

C. BoDEN KwsH. 

The .J.omn!ll of tho Sittm Society, 

Bangkok, Siam. 

I 
t 
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