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'l'he .following tu.le was obtained by Dr. A. F. G. Kerr, Auting 
Director-Oenem.l of the Departnwnt of Agl'ic11ltural Hese11rcb in tlw 
Mi11istJ:y o£ Oonnuorce and Communications, through the intennediary 
or Ltmng S<Ll'O.Hi ll Pmsoet;, RevelllltJ Officer of Olmugvat Burinuu' 
Circle of NuJdwn Haju,sinu1 (Khorat), some yeal'l:l ag(J when the Doctor 
visited thn,t p11rt of North-Eastern Sinut. 

'l'he text is given us Hot down by LnaDg Nttt'Otlg Httksa Klwtt·, Nai 
A1nphm (District Officul') or Nttugroug, 11nd is h£Lsed upon inJornuttiou 
given by old people liviug in tlw.t distl'iet. 

Nangrollg lies to the south-east of the town of Khomt. 

Oneu upon tt tinw, when the holy t•eligion o[ the Lon1 Budclhn. ha.t1 
11ot yet cmne into existence t1nd Nakhon 'l'hmn (Allgkor Thom) was 
the mighty capit11l (of Uttml>oditt), nphelcl by the strength oJ an army 
OI bravo Wttl'l'iOl'S ·who protected its rich f111d opulent inlmbitants-at 
t1 time rnm·oovm· when tho waves o[ the sea, uoady touched tho foot 
or lOuw Bttnthn.t (tho Dtmg1·ek ohn.in)-tlwro l'Llignod u, powerful 
king hy mnuo of Phm Ohtw Hindusthun 

'l'hi.'l momLl'ch wns of Bru.lm1anic dosount, and his kingdom ex
tencled wiclely to nll the four cornet'S oE the world. To the west it 
l'Ottched tu 1\.lmo Sttdn.plmn, i. e., tho lll'GSOllt Pb l'l1 nmttlH1 But; to the 
En,st it honlel'od on tltn Khom oouutry (Lhe Kbtt country is probably 
meant); while to the uorth itR hm·dors t·en.chocl Phra, Nttkhon Cham
rmk ( Uhmn pn.stt k ). 

'l'he l'OYI11 clyuu.sty was tt strong 11pholclor oJ: tho Bndmutnic eult. 
One chy .His :Majesty, meclitn.ting on the rntm·e stn,te or things, 
su.id: ''It is wull kumm. tlmt the Buddhist religion is l>ecomh1g very 
strong in l\htjjhinm Pl.'adost1 (Inditt ), 11ncl t1w.t there are Phnt Mahn.
them (illustrious monkR) now wandering ( nncl prencldng) along the 
foot of Klmo R•nthat, t1ncl also in the North-vVm:;t, in Nakhon Luang 
Phl'abang itDd in Hamafii'it1 Pmdesn, ( the J\iou country), whel'e they 
teach the poople to ndopt the religion of: the Bucldhn. from now 
qnwa.rcls. If we u.llow thi::; to gu on, how slntll the Brahmanic reli

gion ue ttble to pmsplll' and hold its own ill tho fntme? Iteligiou 
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being t.lw nJost. impol'htut thiug iu a eouull'y, we ueeds must 
look on l'eligion nH a L1iunwnc1 fm·truss to protect UH ttgainst tho 
enemy who, comiug from the west, tht·eateus to invade ttncl Rhattcr 
our kiugdorn to pieccH. \\' e mm:t therefol'e illlplaut more firmly the 
Bntlnmmic religion into tlw ltetttts of our people." 

At tlw.t; tinw the tenitory in which tho Dmlmutnie l'eligiuu held 
Rwuy extended from Nnkhon Tlwm to Loplmri in the west, and 
His }Vl;t,ieHty's :mbject~:~ wm't\ divided in two groups: Bmlmmns aml 
Kinner. 'l~he Khmer WOI'O 11Ulll1Jl'U11K, while of the BralnnanH there 
weL'I) lJnt f0w. All the lmndicmftc: \\'el'O pmctised lJy the Khmer; 
the Bmlmmn~:~ mostly occnpying tlHnuseln~s with tho religions cult. 
At tha.t time too the GreukH (sic) !mel intL'oLlnce<l tlw m·t of lmilding, 
just ttH the OtLlltonesu httvt\ to-rltt:y ( in Riam). 

At the pl'ef:lont tiJlle tlwre live ouly <L few puople at tl!u foot of the 
11 ills, bnt fornwrl y this \\'as not so. This is pt·ovorl by t.lH; fact tlmt 
ttt the foot of these hills ttre fonnd the tL'ttccs of old yj]Jages uud re
nwinH of tlllcient ;;tuue Lt;Ulpks, n:; well 11s image;; of the gotls in grettt 
JJUJnbers. 

Of thmw kuown tu-cby 1mty he lll!mt.imw<l, in tho rlish·ict or Nttng
rung, the Ho-calle<l Prafmt Chong f:ltt Clw;ug, which lim> prominently 
ou a ldll to the enst or the mouth of tlmt ptLss (Chung Stt Chmng). 

When His l\htjesty had spoken nH t·clated ahonl, he ettlled a meet
iug of his ministerR and high ofncin.Is tmcl tt<lclreHsed them as fol
lowR :-" 'J'Jw westOl'll pads UI OUl' rmtlm COllHist only Ol forests, 
jungle and hillH, ttnd the few villages found there are small and poor. 
\Vo ought thereforo to move HOtne of oul' people, who live .~o clumped 
togethel' round our capittd, ttml Hettlu thulll i11 thttt pt~et of the 
counky. Furthm·mot·e, in connection with this settlement of om· 
subjects we muRt H<~e to it that, fi.l'st of n.ll, tho holy religion of 
Bro,hma be Hrmly implttntecl there in n. c1ignitier1 alll] worthy manner, 
HO thttt our people mtc,y be content anrl lmppy tn Jiyo there (in the 
new territory). 

" We will tbm·efol'U depart otu·.sel ves with .ttn tLl'lll,Y iu order to plan 
out twd arrange tol' the propertios of tlw church ttud lmilrl temples 
which o:hall bear witness to Heaven ancl Em·th." 

At tho· meeting ttll present n.greed with t.lw l'uynl views 11nd, 
nf.tel' HiR Majesty's spc~celt httcl been coue1w1ec1, ol'Clet'H were issued to 
ca.11 up ttncl assemble ttn army of one hnnrhocJ thonsa.ud men, besides ten 
thouRand of those skilled in decdgning, tmuiJJg n.nd the melting of 
Htet1tlR. 'l'hen1 wure a.IRo selcctrJcl ten t.honsa.ml p"erHonH of both ROX:CK 
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helongi11g t•1 tht~Ht\ familiPH ·\\'hinh hn(l nowhot·u to Hbty ut· to enrn 
theil' livolillnud. 

'!'lw roy;d irl•!<t nf t1tlliug up the::.al three etttclgm·ios of people waR 
thttt the lirHt one, ecmsistiug of bitttalionR of brave warriors, should 
servo HR protection for the fntnru settlers against tho enemy; that 
the second, tlw t1.rtisttnx, should clo the building work; while as re
gtwds tho thit·<l cntegory, the ordinary people, that these shoukl be 
ttllowecl to 1mild vHlnges nnd <•.c~tnbliRh th~:•ir homes wherever thev 
found the land suitable. , 

Thot'Ct1ftm· Chao l\{u'ang (govm·nol's) t1nd the Heccsxat•y officials 
would bt> ttppointod to superintend the settlers. 

When the <Jxpoditiou hnd boon ttssomhlecl nncl was rcttdy for depar
ture, His Mnjm:;ty set out from hiR palace ancl all marched in n llOrth
westedy <1iroetion nntil t1 certain ri\·er, callcrl Lamthan Samg, wrts 
roaclwd. HOL·e IHR 1\'fujesty halted the expcdit.iomu:y corps and orclere<1 
the enginecrH to bnilcl a bridge of concrete ( ! ) across the river. 

'l'he hridgo having botm completed, His Mnjesty continued the 
nutrch rtnil led the army np through tbe pass of Chom (this ·word 
l'lhould rearl Chon, i. u., Dacoits' pass, in tho hillf.l south of Surin) to 
the disbrict xnnth o[ Snrin, t1nc1 when the expedition had arrived at a 
certain mcmntaiu, nmnely K.htV) Phanom Rung, camp wns pitched. 
Here an A 1mnat ( otlieit1l) reported to FJjs JHajesty that he had met 
a Hn'si (hnr11lit) who lived on the top of that hill, a,nd told him that 
there was a <:ttve nndcrnuath the mountain which lmd connection 
through <Lil tmdm·gronnd prLst=mgn with Kbao Sadaphan Khiri (Phm 
Phuttha Bt1t) in Kt.Wh ft uutnner that one might wa.lk from thiH 
mountain to tlw hillR of Lopbmi. Because of this cave the hill Wtts 
eallecl Plmnom Huug in the .Khnwr ltwgnage, Phanom signifying 
mountain and Rung <t hole m· mwe. By this nn.me tho hill has been 

known simc the11. 
1'he sa.id cavo is still seen to-day n,t Khao Wnt to the north of 

the t.mnplo, but at present it iR called Tbam Krabnt. The name iH 
due to a herd of Ahort-tailed monkeys living thel'e. When tho mon
key.<~ soc a human being, they forthwith run ttway and dis11ppmtr 
inside the ca,ve. According to populttr belief these monkeys ttre the 
warriors of l:fttnurnan, rtnd they come from Lopburi whence they 
t.rcwel through tho above-mentioned undergt·ound passage. At tho 
pL'esent time the monkeys ttre only seen at. long intervals. 

His Majesty, having listened to the officials' report, said that this 
was evidently a hill o£ excellent fortune and forth with issued Ol'd.ers 
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to construct a ten1plu on itH top. 'l'lw tl~lllplu w11R huiH. ol' coucrete 
nnd laterite, 11nd the mn.in hnilding w:tR provirlecl with image>~ nf tho 
gods, also mt"Lcle of concreto. 

'I'he1·e was a comt in hunt. (of the temple), on the spot wberu 
the path leads up ftom below, for the 11·orshippor:> who came to do 
homage to the gods; ordinary people were not allowed to enter the 
temple itRelf. What is now, ()1'1'01100~1Sly, cnlled the Rtablcs or .the 
white elephant. is really but the c•n.rved l't1.9nde of n rloor. There wns 
also tt stone prwed pnth leading inside the temple. As regards thu 
temple ponds, lying to the north of the temple, those were clng in 
order to obtain stones and enrth for the construction of the temple. 
There arc tln·oo ponds crtllcrl 8n Bon, Ra Stti an<l 811 Y ai respec
tively. 

Laterito was UHcd :for making thu rimH of the 'Ha' \\·hich HCtYerl 
as 1mtor reservoil's. A ronnel tho tom pll), on t.hc :-;lopes of the hillH, 
were built houses for the common peoplu, and to fncilit:tte commnnicn-
tion roads wore laid out. · 

When tho IChao Phanom Hung temple lmd been finished, HiH 
Majesty decided to build a town for the residence of a governor (of 
the district) and thereil)l'C hacll\1n'ung '!'am constructed, to the south 
of Khao Phanom Hnng. 

Inside that Nrtklwn (city) was ereetecl a temple containing image~ 
of the gods, in onler that the govm·nm· might worship them. The 
cH.y vvas laid out in front of the temple and earth piled up to 
f:orm the moats (walls?), while to tho north of the town there was 
dug a' sn.' (water reservoir) lined with la.terite borrlers. 'l'his 'so.' was 
cu.llecl 'l'halro Mu'nng 'l'am a.ncl, there being no vvn.ter (com·ses) near 

the town, it was to serve as a water reservoir. 
His Majesty did not provide the town with walls of: Htono or 

bricks because he considered the temple, containing the divine images, 

as the actual town. As regards the town only moatA were dug sur
rounding it, and a public square wn.s laid' out to be nsocl in caAc of 

war (for assembling the troops). 
Nor did His Majesty build t1 town on the top of that hill (Phanom 

Rung), because he thought that during the hot weather season with 
its scorching air there would be much sickness clue to the trees being 
without leaves and no grass or greenery to be found. Only clwellingH 

for the temple servants were, therefore, built on the slopes of the hilL 
·with regard to Prasat Mu'ang Tam this temple lay, so to say, 

inside the governor's residence, just like Wat Phra Kreo (in Bangkok), 
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which iH r;itnntod im.:illL•. tho cnc:c•inh• of tlw Hoy1d Umnd Pn.hteu. 
'l'ho temple WitH thUJ'(:)lOl'C not cnnstnwtc•r1 in tho gnmd style o[ 

tlw,t on the hill o[ P1Hmom Hnng. PondR (mmLLH) woro dug f'!lll'l'Ouncl

ing it, and tJwir horc1m·;.; WPl'O bormtHnlly "·orkocl ont into the likeness 
of 'n11gt1' with misecl lwadH. 'L'here was no temple eourt for the 
common worAhipp(:ll'A to perfonn tlwir devotion in, os wttfl the cn,se at 
Plmnorn H.ung. 

• 

\Vhcn the lmilding or the l\fu'twg Tmn nnrl tho Phanom l~ung 
templeR hn,cl been finished, His lVIt1jeRty depn1·ted with the expedition 
town.rds n. ri\·m· et1llcd Lam Mul (the 'Mnn river). Hu.ving arrived 
there His 1\bjesty l'emt1l'ker1 that this river was 1111 important w11tor
wny which, being in communic11tion with tho 1\'rmkhong, could be 
used for tt·:1ni:-iport of troops fLncl the navigation of fleets, and lw 
therefore gave order to construct a temple there (on the bn.nkA of tho 
Mnn riYer) with inmges of the gods made of vtwiouA mnteri:1ls. 

'l'his 'pmsat' (temple) WttR built in the St1rrte style ns thnt on Kht10 
Phnnom Rung, rmcl n governor was appoiutecl to t11ko care of the 
temple nH in the c11se of: that of Phnnom Hung. This was the temple 
now Ct11led Phinmi tlmt lies on tho banks of the Mun river. Ham
pmts of earth were thrown up to a. height exceeding that of tree 
tops, (forming 11 fortress) to the south-on.st of the tmnple, to gun.rd 
:tgn.inst enemies coming from the four cardinal points. 

Flll't,herrnore, officin.ls were dispatched to construct the Phanom vV:cn 
temple, but this htter ht1d not yet been finished wben war broke out. 
'l'he Buddhists n.rl Vt1DCed and penetrated 'dctol'ionsly into the l11nd 
occnpier1 hy the worRhipperH of Bmhnm, 1111cl tho great capital, i. o., 
Angkor '['hom, W11R besieged by the enemy. 

EI:is Mn;jeRty therefore lnll'l'icdly had to retmn with the. nrniy to 
his e11pit111. ' 

War in those fn.r otl:' times W!tB ma,inly ·waged on religiouH issues, 
and the religion of the Buddha gained mol'e and more foothold until 
fina,lly the bulk of the Khmer people went ovor to that religioD. 

'.l'ho people ot Brahmanic cleHcent disappeared ttncl when King Hhl
!hls~han, who had been an upholder of the Bmhnmnic cult, and :l'ormerly 
a powerfnlrnlor, eli eel, N rddwn 'l'hom, the great capital, went into decay. 

The succeeding kings (oE Cambodia) 'Nere Buddhists by religion, and 
the country was reduced to a sma1lln.ncl, because to the west, south 
nnd north the kingdoms (of the 'l'h11i) wnxed stronger and stronger 
lmtil a mighty 'king or kings extended .his sway over the whole terri
tory o£ N akhon ~rhom, 
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'l'lwse Wttl'S ditl 11ot uuc1 quickly, lmL went; ou fol' hunchuds o£ yetw:-;, 

vVhenove1· tbo:'Je of the Buddhist 1·nligion won the chty, thou tho image~ 
of tbe gods lost. tlwir JmuwH (i. L\, their cult een,sed), m· they were 
hnried in the enrth, ttncl Bnddhist irnnges took their place~:>. Again, if 
the Budclbists thought thnt tlw t1;mples ought to be alt.ered, they wem 
n.ltcred to suit thei t' idens. 

On tbe other hand, i£ the Brn,lnmwi~:>ts ttftenvn,nls re-conquered n 

temple, they, in their tum, destroyed the Buddhist inmgos and rein
Htatccl those of the Bralmmnic cult. Consequently, it is now 
diilienlt. to decide whether many of the sm::dler temples (originally) 
were Brahmanic or Buddhist sanctu~tries. Exceptions al'e tho 
larger tewples, ttl:l fot· instance Plmnum Hung ttnd the Phimai templeH, 
where it is clmu·, from their ~:>tyle of architecture ttlld ot•naments, 
tlw.t they rh1te btwk to the period of Nakhon Thom; 11lso tho style 
of the Phntthaisanmn temple (it shonlfl he Bn.ntoai Chlnnal') shows 
t.bat it belongs to tlmt far crff period. 

I have explored the country lying between Khao Plmnom Hung 
and Phimai and htwe found everywhere old trenches for uRe in wadn,re, 
NO for instance where the Amphm oftice of Nangrong is 1:1itnated. 

Other place:-:; are Mu'ttng Fang, lVIn't111g' Nong Hong(sa), l'.'Iu'nng 
Hou 'J'hong and Mu'ang Frok, which M'e all constructed as trenches 
ancl not a1:1 (fortified) towns, aR might l.Je imagined from their present 
mtmes. 'l'hiR eonclnr.les my investigatim11-1. 

'l'rtANRLA'I'Olt\; COMMENTS 

It is a little difiicnlt to decide how much of the preceding tale is. 
clue to Luang Narong Rn.ksa Khet, 11ncl how much to his narrators; 
but ttt least the name given to the Khmer king, Phra Chao Hin
dust.lJan, U.s well as the mention of the Greeks, must no doubt be clue 
to interpolations by Luang Narong. 'l'he tale seems on the whole 
to be based on some confused and very inaccurate memories of: the 
graJ:;lcl past of Cambodia, and a tradition about an exodns of: settlers 
from the vici11ity of Angkor 'l'hom, which evidently has been mixed 
up ·with the (much later) wars waged between the Khmer and the Thai 
from the XIVth to the xvth century A. D. 

'Though it is more than probable thn.t Thalre Sap, the inland lake, 
once formed part of a gulf of the China Sea this can, o£ course, only 
lmve been the case at a period much anterior to the building of 
Angkor Thoiu (Ixth century A. D.). Next, the enmity described as 
existing between Brahmanism and Buddhism was, I believe, more or 
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lr!::;s UOJI-exi.'::ittwt. H iH 1noreun!l' ln·o1mhlu tllnt tho l\I <thnyanistiu 
form o£ Bndrlhistu euLel't!ll 0<1Ulhorlin 11t 11 YC't'Y PnTly pPriorl, being 
perhap:> eon,·al with Bri1hlllttnism. 

'rhc grettt mass of tho population nmy even ·always l1nve l1cun of 
the Buddhist lleligion wl1ilo Brt1.hmnnism wn.s tlw Rtate religion. It 

is, however, well known tbttt not a l'uw u f tho Cttm bocli11.n kings, Huch 
as bhe gren.t Yt1r,ova.rmttll (SRD-D'I 0 :\. n. ), who gt't,YC hi:-; name to Angkm 
Thom ( Yayodhampnm ), n.nr1 .Tayantrmrt,n VIT ( 1182-1201 A. ll.), 

tbe g·t·el1t builder of ho.'lpitnll'l, hoth fill' llll'Tl anrl br!aHtH, wcro fnrn:mt 
Bnddbists. 

On the other htmd, it is rtho knmn1 tlmt smnn of tlw muHt IttmonR 
temples, ~uch ttH Bayon (inHide tho wrdls of Augkm· '!'hom) :1llc1 Phm 
Khan, wetu originn.Jly Bncldhist Sttnc:trutt·ie:-; lntur tnmsfm:med into 
Brahrmtnic turnploH by eottnin kingH ?.ea low:; rm· thu cnlt of Qivn,, 
Sometimes thiH ;~,ettl Wt~ut ~o far as to tr·twHI'orm, by help of chisel 

aurllw.m1uer, the BudrliliHt inutgos into J3rn.lnnanie oneH (Phm Khan), 
n. :-;mnewhn,t :-;intil<tl' pruCL!S.S to thn,t which R(lJI1etimc's tonk placn in 
aneient Egypt. 

• 

By the Bndrlhist unemy coming From Wt!~t :tm1 llUt"th must l>u 
nndetstoorl the Tlmi from Snklwthai ( an<I htter from Aymlhytt) and 
the 1'lnoi (Lao) cmuiug clown f'rom tho Lnn.ng Phrn.bn.ng-Viengclmn 
kingdom. The wa1:s between the Khmer 1111cl the Thai were surely 
fought on political and not on religious issnos. 'rho royn.l expedition, 
for colonizing the southern districts of the present circle of Khorat, 
reminds one much, iu itH composition, of the famous expedition of 

Queen Nang Ohamathewi, when the Hariphunchai or Lamphun prhl
cipa,lity Wf\,S founded by Mon Hettlcrs from Lopburi in the vuth 
century A. D. '!'hat, too, wnH composed of warriors, 11riestR, and 
n,rtisl1ns. 
· The ronto follower1 by tho Khmer expedition wus the ancient high

vvay that runs in n north-westerly direction from Angkor Thom 
and connects this old cttpitttl with the temple town or Phimai. ThiR 
highway, which probably was constructed for hath military and cnl
tuml purposes, is about 225 kilmnetres long and can stm he tmeed 
to-day. Both l\1:~jor Lunet cle Lajonquiere, in his admirable In
ventwi?'C desc?·iptV des mon·umentN cl1b Oa?nuodge, val. III, p. 
XXVIII, and the former Director of the Ecole Fran<;aise cl'Extrerne
Orient, Professor Louis Finot, in his Dhw•maqala8 au Oamboclge 
(BEFEO, vol. XXV, 1925, p. 417), have clescdbed this grand old road 
along which there were built eight clhw·mcu;alct or re_st-houses 
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(c·nmhinud with dlitpc~lR <lurlic·ntc~cl to Lhc~ BllllhiHaU.vn., Lokoc;\'at'tL, 
pmteetol' ol' tho tJ.·n,·ollm·s ng<tiust sit~kllt.!HH, thiun1s, l'obbol'R anrl 
tnt·oeiouH :cnima.lH) l'ol' pilgrims tni.Yulling oithel' J'rmn Augkor 'l'ho111 

to Phinmi 01' \'ico ynrstc. 
'l'hn rmul mn"t lm of co11sitlur;thlo ngc•, ns tho J)ltn.rmaqn,ln, wnro 

nlt·nacly bnilt clm·ing thc1 mign of' Y;cqovttl'llli\11, Ol' 1nm·o thau :t 

thml~'mml yettl'<l ago. '1'\\'o of thc!Hll nueimtt l'uHt-honsoR with clutpol~, 
1milt of btcwitc~, l)r:ts:tt Nnng Plong and J>ras;t.t Ruho, hoth of whieh 
I vi.sitcfl nlm1y years ngo, lie: in RittlllCHu tunitmy, IW:w the rnncl 
eo11nuuting Nn,Jlgt'Ollg' with thu town of KlHll'Ht. Ar~eonling to nnr 
btle the 1\Jnw•t: c:xpeclition nmcle a lHtlt n.t Stung· Swng or Sreug, 11 

wnto1· com·Ru \\'hieh entH tlw ltiglm11y ttt n rlistanctJ nP ah~1'Jt 70 
kilometres fmm Angkm· '!'hom. 

Ilun1 tt bridge W<cs bnilt of 'r~oncreto ', hy whieh is p1·oh<tbly mom1t 
l1tterite, 11 kind nf nn,tnml c<mlPllt, Cttllml 'siltt ln:mg' in Siltnrc•sn. Tn 
bet thu ln·idgo i,; !'itill in a g·oo!l pt·c:~surmtion; it is !milt of late1·ite, 
lw,s twonty-tivo McheH unrlJnmtsHrt!R 140 metl'f:\S in lungt.h, its p:tra
pots !Joing nmrle in the ,;luqw of JJHW,Y-lwndetl 'mtgn.' 

Frc'nn thiR poiut, thu tale goes on to Ray, tho oxpeclition mfLrclwl 
to the IJttngrek chaiu, that forl1idding IllOlllltninons ttml forest elarl 
lmrrior whieh sPprtmt!~fl Nm·th-En.Htom Siam from low-lying OnmLo
!lin. Tho elmin wnH CL'ORRod by tho Chon pnss, tho nxpe~lition thus 
::tReunding the ncwth-enc;tom phttertn tn tho sonth of Amin. Evidently 
thiR mnRt be rtn l\l'l'Ol' of rnomory on the pn,rt of tlto nnnator, First 
of a,]], to do 1-\0, tho oxpoclition Rhonl<l hrwo tm·Jwd north--east, after 
lnwing et'ORRod Rtnng 8rnng, which l!lust luw() hoen contl'ar·y to its 
destin:.ttion; JJnxt, the olclwllul <loes not follow tl111t direetiou ( N.-R), 
lmt, ~ontinnoR nm·t.h-wuRtwn.rrls for another 40 kilomotrm.;, until it 
c~J·o:-:sc•s tho hills ttt ClHmg Smnet, wlwte now stand tho rnim-1 of it 

fm·1n<~J' hospit.a 1, ettllocl Tn i\fe;tn Toeh, duclicttted to Lokec;ntm. From 
tl1n S:cmut pt1HR tn Phauom B.n11g tl1o clistnneu iH 52 kilometres dun 
JHJt'th-wust, tl1u ancient roncl l>t'<Wm.'l·ling tt 110\\" t'ttthut· rleRolatc forc'st 
o ['the J'esiwms troes so eomrnou in this region. Ft•om Plmnmn Rnug 
tiJ Phiumi the <Ustnnce is G:l kilt;Jnotres, nnd there the mad ends. 

As nlecmdy stated 1chove, thiH blu RCUltls to be mncle up of snu1e 
rnthel' confnsPcl momorioH about the pttRt o£ Cambocli<1. 'l'horu nuty, 
however, be r1 grain of truth in it, Jlarnely, as regards the colonization 
of that part of Southern and Ceutrnl Khomt which iR now contained 
in the districts of Nangrong, Tnlung ~1url Phinwi. When perusin,g 
the l1istory of Cambocli11, so :.tclrnirably told by M. a: Maspero in ]llS 
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\\'lll'k L' l~'FIIjlil't' 1\ ltiiWJ' Ulll\ !huh; 110 llll'lltl' ·>JI I' .. 1 1' 
• . • · • · t t> 1t11y snc· 1 expeL J-

twn l!Vl~l' lm\'lng ln.kc~u plnel'. Bnt Lhis of: eo111.u,. rl· ,a . t . ' ' . . . ooe, lJL,, no proyo 
tlmt it. did 11rd trtkt•. plnet~, n.c: 11 llm·sisbmt om I tradition lllHY nftc·n 
l11wu souw h'n th in it . 

. , . Bnt. ]pt, ns t•X:tmiJJt' t>h1• inseriptio11s fomHl, so fror, in thnt ptll't ot 
Smm .. Ono of t.hu olllust of thr·su is in NmJc:c·t·it nncl cmgmYorl on the 
wnll ol 11 cnvu, <:ttlbl 'l'h:cm Put Thong (c:two of tho golrlen dnck), 
whic:l1 lim; nbont 2:1 kilmnuh·ef:\ Aonth ol' Xnngl'oug, It is n.tlirilmtecl 
by Pt·ol'. 0. Ccerlt;s tn King ql'i Cit.ntHt!JI!t, 11 l'nu1ons conqnm·m· who 
l'nigJJPcl in tlw hc:ginning of the VJit.h c:·untmy A. 11., .nml who lutR luft 
otht•r iw~eriptinus n.t. Pnk i\J nn, Thn.m Pmsttt (lWi\,l' tlw first 
llf\Hwd phwe) ltK wull:ts in Hmi11. (l) This inc;el'iptiou, together with thu 
Sn.llRerit mul Klun!'l' im;r:ription~. fonncl nt linn Hin Khon (12lcilo
meh•tl,'l to t.lw Hunth-t~~tst of Amphoo Pt1kt.lumgdltti) n,nd Bo Ik:t (to 
tlw Jwrth-WI'R(·, of An1plm~ Hnng· Neon) also dn.ting h1ck to the VIth 

mul \'Hth eentnry A. ll. goes to show that Ronthcrn ~tnrl Wm;tern 
Khornt n.ln•ncly thuu, i u., lll\;l.'O than 1,:200 years ago, had heeu 
ahsol'hed into t.lw kingclmn of the Khnwl', who :.tt that time also eon
qm•t·od Fnn1111 (tho presl'nt Camhoditt). Still tlw eonqnm;t of the 
Khol.'ttt ccgion nuLy, at. Ht·l-lt, lmvo boon lmt n pmely military mw uot 
yet followml l1y ttny t'ettl occnpation by tho Khmot· people. ·with 
rogttrcl to the n,horigirml population, this consisted nwst probably of 
Nia Knol or Chtw Bo11 aH well 11s Kui or Sni, who, ethnically speak
ing, belong to the Ht1me Rtock nfl the Khmer though they n.re much 
infm:ior to them in eulturo. 

As the rlhwr·mu.~a,la bnilt n,long the grmtt highw[l,y were the work 
ol King Yar;ovnl'lnnn, the oldeHt parts of Phimlci may elate from his 
roign too, 'vVnt Plmno111 Wan, lying not l'n1· from n,ncl to the north
east or Khomt town, gons lmck, according to .inscriptionR found thel'n, 
to the xth Ct'ntnry (tlw httDst inRcription is from 1187 A. n. ), "·hilu 
the inHcl'iption found at Phnnmn H.ung, now in tho Hoy~~,l MnRemn, 
dates lmck to tho Xlth cmltmy (Mahu.salmrat) m· t1bout 1100 A. D. 'l'lw 
pretension tht1t the sn,nctmwies ol' Mu'ang Tn,m, Phanom H.ung, Phimni 
and Phamon V\Tt11l \Vel'e nll con,qtruetecl by one and the Rttrne king 

Reems therefore untenahlc. (2) 

(1) See my Complement a l'!?wentr£i7Y3 rZesm·iptif de-< monnments tlu 
Omnboclge (BEPEO, vol. XXII, p. 55). 

(2) For the conH1•mr•tion of the dates given nhove >oe 0. CmcH:s ci; H. 
Pa,rmentier, Listes genfm£les des 1:nsm•iptions et des monmnents d~£ Olwrnpa 
et clu Oambodge (new edition.p~1blished in BElt' EO, 1 923), 
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Fm thu ht~lwHt ol' thJse rnnclcl'S ot Il10 .Jonl'llnl of thu Sinlll Suciet1• 

who n,eo rwt C'OJlVc~l'Ha.nt 1\'ith the \Yill'ks ul' MajoJ'H Aymouiet(l) an;l 

Lnnet d1; Lajouqnib1·eY' thnl'e lmrlly pimH!PI'S in the uxplomtion and 
1'\tudy of tlw sanetnaries of' nncifmt C<tllthc)l1i<1 n. ;;]wrt deHel'iption 
of the telllpleH o£ JV[n'nng Tn.m, l'hnnum Hnng· nnd Phnnnm Wnn will 
he atturnpted. in tlw following. 

Any exem·sion to 1\Jn'ang Tam aJHl Pha11mll Hung shoulll he mndfj 
with Bnrirn.m llH n starting point. Bnrimm iH JHl\\' n station on the 
Nol'th-Eastel'n Lino mul motor ('lti'H mny he hii.'L~rl there. When 
in chttl'gn of tlw tmi11ing aml snpnrvision oE tho Provincin,l Gemhw-
111 erie in X-K Sitlm cluring thu .F<H's I fl0H-10l fl, 1 hrtcl tbe goorl 
fOl'tnne to bu able ltJ YiHit rnost of tlw am:innt J\ lnnor temple ruins 
"·hich lie Reat.tPl'erl ovnr this irnHwnc;e plateau, aml thn!'l I nlsn viRited 
JV[n'ang Tam nnrl Plmnom Hnng twieu. .At t l11tt. timn the distanee 
(7'1 kilnmet.reR), ft·ont Burimm to Phnuum Hnng war-; <:overed in t\\'o 
tmcl t1 hnJI' <h1ys lmtt·eh l>,)' ne~ing ponies, lmlloek eartH or carriers. I 
r-;nppoRe that n, motm en.r ean mu:ily t1o tlw Hlt!IW fliHtn.nce in less than 
Jmlf a clay nnw, tl1nngh tho going Hmy l>e ~Oilit!Whn.t hE'aYy on the 
sn.ndy l'onrk 

The town of Bmirmn(y<t)-tlw uuantifnl eiLy-iH cnllefll\h{aug Bm 
hy the Khmcl', who Ul'e tho rn·incipal inhabitants o£ the Amphm~ Ol 
Bm:iro.m, ''l'ttlnng and :Nnngro11g. 'J'hongh 1111 rtncient place, it is qnitl~ 
rlevoid of ~tny inte1'cst.ing buildings. It ic; built tLS ''square Rllrl'otmtlorl 

hy bro,~rl mm1ts, water-fillwl u11 thu 11'osteru, ;;onthem n.ml eastel'n 
sides, am1 has et1rt.lwn l'mnpn,rts, now pulled down in pnl't. 'l'hesu 
l'amplLl'tH I md n. eireumfereneu of 3.8 kilornetreR. 

'The eit.y gntes han; all heen pnlkd down .long ago, bnt :1bout twcnt~· 
yenrx ago tho western ent.mnce still had n bell wooden gate ·in situ. 

To Uw west or the town, on tlw bigl.twn.y nmning to Khomt, lies 
t.l1e fm·mm· silk f<tl'm, wbm·e .hpanefH' inRtJ•ndors fm some yeal'H 
tri1;rl to t.en.eh tl1e Joc<11.populn.tion to improv:e tlw r-;ilk cnltme, a~ far 
n.s I know, without any lnsti11g t·esnlts. 'l'hn tirst ptLt't of our itiu
!!l'ttl'V follows the Khm·itt road to B:111 Boa whel'e it turns south, which 
cli1·n~tiou it keeps fm some 42 kilcnnet.t·es nnt.il 'l'n.lnng is re!'tehefl. 
Lm1'\ing Bul'iram by its weHtl'rn g:1to, we see on om loft httlid the low 
wooded motmtain, Khao 1\:adung. This hill, which is composed oflatedtf1 

(l l .Etienne .A ~·monie1·, ltl C'a.mboclye, I I. 
(21. l K Lunet de La.jonquiere, Inventai?·e desrriptif des monuments l u 

C'amboclge, in the following refel'red to as I. K. 
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ttncl.~amlstmw, tttttdm; <t l1eight ol' only J 70 meti·eH. HH nortlwm t011 
(it baH two) is m·ov\'llc'l.l with tlw ruius ot <t Klnuer towel' (I. K No. 
41D, :Plm Klnto H.11'si) wllieh ~~Yiclontly "\VltH uove1· cornplotod. 'rlw 
building uuttoritds were l;tt8rite am1 Htwrlstmw without rwy sculpture:-; 
wlw.tevoJ·. I11i:lide th1] ~;tt:etnnry iH ioiue11 a HlllHll moclurn Phra Bat 
(illlprint of the foot ol' llw Bnddhtt). 'l'l1is :-:llH\,11 i:mnple en.ulmreachod 
!Jy lt prtth lmtdiJJg np ll'Olll l~dn\\' on tht] nm·thum slope or tho hill. At 
the foot ol' t.bis pn.th tht·t·e is <1 Knmll rntttHnade pontl containing elou.l' 
ltnL1 eokl WttLUl'. ])(>] n·i:-; or Sl'VIlrtd wolJ t]X()e\lted Atone Httttncttos 1'0-
}ll'eSCHting felllnlo clivinitil':-: littl'u lJeell fmuH.lllUtll' the srmctmwy. 

Continuing by the Bmiraul-'l't•lnug l'OtLc1 we p11ss t>O\'Ol'Ul vilb.Lgu.-; 
lying in the opeu :lm·cHt. \Vo note here, Htuek on tho top ql' the 
fenum; unclw:~ing nmny of tho ho l1HOS, a nmnber oE mlmkoy :-:kullH which, 
in this part of the conntl'y, nre l:it\,id to ho 11 very di'oetive proteetion 
tcgniJH:lt ovil spiritH. Soon afhn· we Cl'OSH tl1e lmmd Kadnng phiu whore, 
L1ottcd ttll OVL~l' it, lllll.)' bu l:iOCm during the rhy Hen,son a gt·oat rnany 
f-lowering 'chn.u' hue,..,. Viovvol1 from n. ditJhmce, the }Jrofnsion of the 
golden Howm:s Ret n.gt1i1mt the htwkgrouml 1rl: tho gl'uy brown fol'est 
giYeH one tho illlpt·ession of a SUt1 oE fluuwR. 

Not fm: !'rom, and 11 little to tlw ettHt ol', \\'hore tho l'oad l'cHJllteJ.'R 

the forest lii) tbu tumbled thrwn renminH of 11 suut1l stmctnm·y built of 
laterite 11ncl HttlHlHLmlo; iLK IH1Hill iH YLmi Pl'~tHnt(l) n.ncl it iH smTotmclod 
by l1 SCJlllLl'U-IOl'llWd mmtt. 

Before arriving td> Bn,n '1\Lhmg, whut·u tlw .A111phoe oHice tmcl Uen
Ul1l'lllel'ie ::~tation of tho cliHtriot ot tho St1HIC name ttt'e iustttllud, we pttsH 
Ban Slncngthou, which iH snrrounc1o!l hy ta,ll earthen mmparii~> nnd 
wutel'filled ll\OtttK, tLJH.l Bttn St1i,{:l) in whol:\e sp.irit-hou::;e nL'u su1m two 
mutilated hnt still iiuo ,..,tone tm·soK of wlmt p1·obnhly repl·osented tt 

Vishun ttucl rt Lt"lkHhlJii. 
'.Che renJmcme o[ tlw vilhtgt•., \\'lwro tho Amphce oHk:o lies, iH :Prn

khonclmi, which tonnutly tel so giwe its llf\,mu to the Rlll'l'otmding district 
sincu changed to ]\thmg, the nmnc ot un old fortified hut JJow clcRt:t'tecl 
place, caUc!l Dlon Ol' 'l'lmlnng, lyillg; about rom kilometres to tlw 
llt:n'th-we~:~t or thu nmphm ofliee. Ban 'l'alung iH lt huge plea.sant 
villttge count.iug OYer IOUl' hunched hous!~S built nnder the shade or 
ttcll graceful pn,hns lt!Hl big tnmarim1 treus. rrbe 'l'tclnng Khmer 
tl\,~k lt somewhttt pure\' din,lcct tlmu thuit· kin in Bmiram 1:1nd Snrin 

(l) 8c'o my Cumplement, pngc 8 7. 

(~J Hll~ my Complement, ibid. 
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ami .are known as guocl C11rt lmildm·H. 'f'hu wuHwn ctHTY their hurdenH 
ou tho hond, whilu t.hoir 'l.'bai i:listun; um'l',V thom on their shouldol'H. 
At i:.he l'nml l'e:-;tind;; tho youug nw11 nud Llw gii'IK nro tWUUNto1111.11 
to ~.;i ug together. 

'!'hough ollidtdly of tho Buduhist religion tho populntiou is strong
ly Knperstitiuu:-;; and tho use of "Hllloke hath:;" for expelling thu 
U\"l[ HlJil'iLK of tlto "[HlHKt~SKUd" is Very COlllHIOll. 

Thoro iH often 11 li,·dy tmfiiu of hu·ge C<trtt\"ttlli:l o[ bullock· cartx 
]HLsHing throngl1 Ban 'l'ttlnng, en l'CHltu fur tho Tako pttSH and the 

Cirelo of Pnwhiu, with loads of • sisittt' 11 ) n11cl l'ttLtan. From 'l.'aluug 
tlw l'ottcl tmnH Routh-wuHt ttml 17 kilotndroH Jumu lwing m; to tlw 
rni11::> of lHn'uug Tn.m (I. K No. 40;i). 

Being in the l'ettl Klnum· cunntry heru \\'l) now oft.enuwet, especially 
if Uw tiuw iH jw,;t after luu·ve:-;t, HUHtll eat·ttvmm uf light :tnd degantly 
huilt c:trtH in which sit pnl'tieH of gny aml gttndily clothed young 
peoplo ou their way to tt ' tlmmbnn' Homewhere in one of the 
neighbuming villn.guH. Those ctu'tH, whieh are provided with long 
tttperiug yokeR whose tips n.rc often curved in the likm1e;;r,; of <t 

'llttgtL ', nru clntwn by Ho-e:tllell 'wua wing', :1 HtntLll bub extremely 
hal'dy ttll(l qnick-ttotting moo of Ca111hodinu bullocks thttt en,sily 
cm·or l-l kilumetrt)R nn hom for quite conKi!lunthle tliHtnneos. Tho large 
:-;n.uctmtt•y, (;ttllecl l\1 n'tmg 'J.\u11, eonsistK of ii ve lJrie k towoJ'H unclosed Ly 
gtt!leriu;; lyiug· inHitlu <t iJHmt whieh tigttiiJ i:-; t)llcloHoll hy a tail stone 
wall. 'J'he wnrw, which iH SittuJei:H!, JumtnH tlw low lying town, in 
eontmst to tl10 l1igh-lying P!Janum Hung, tho hluo \'eiletlmasHCS of 
which aJHl tho lJL•:u·-lyiug Phu ]{luw Allgkh1t11 are ;;uun looming up 

to tlw· we;;t.. Tho origiualJJll.lltu nf tlw Lelllplu is, 110 L1l', nnlmown. 
The tmnplu lie;; to the ;;onth of rm illlmenso wn.ter reHenoir, !lOW 

<ll.'y, c:tllo\l 'J.']mlm ( t!te H<m ), wl1ieh mu:tfllll'UK 1,200 metres uttst to wcHt 

ltlltl 500 metres Jlm:t,lt to H(mth. Tt i~-: onelosml by JykeH, 4·0 mett•es 
hmn,<l nwl4 moti·es high, whieh were: originally stone-covered on thuir 
iubel'ior f:teeH. '!'he' j\ftti Amphcl:) (tho di:oteict officer) hits sevel'ltl 
times triucl to dose :t g·:tp in the dyke, iu orclel' to ereato n coustttnt 
HUpply ur Witter <lming the dry son,sou. Bnt so l'nr his work hi1H 
been in Ynin rmcl tho old l'esol'voir l'OlJHtius clry. 

In tho middle of both the nortllm·u nncl the Honthct·n tlykes lJrO:Hl 
;;te}JH le:tcl down to tho bottom of the resut-voit·. 
~--- --. --~---------- ----··-------------------------

(l) A kind of bn.tk llllleh nHed fm· bet.el-dHming up-eountry. Jl; yields 
a l'et1 eolmn·. 
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J\K llll!ll[.iltlll~~~ tl1 tJ ( ] ' • . . ~ 11\'1': 11.1 .t!lll]t u JK um:loKutl by n.n untut' t!neuintu, 
coll>~li'if..lllg' <JI ll!l lllljh•c-111"' wnll ul' >~IUHl~toll<' ,1.] 11',.] 1 1•• ·) ... , ~ .l · 

• ~'"> • · • · .• , . '" >I ~. il liH: ·I'I.:K lll 

~lt'l~hl an~l lltlK 1t Ll1it·k11u:-;H uf 1.:20 mutt·u~-:. It 1110~u,;m·u>: -±00 llld.I'L::-; 

111 t'll'tmllllt:t't:tH·t·. 

Till\ lHH'tlit•l'll, t.•.a:-;h-1'11 n111l suutlwnt ftteuR ol' this mwuiute nt·u wull 
prest.:t'\'t•tl, "·illt LIH! ext:t·ptiun n[ 1t few e;mnll gttps here nud tlwru; in 
t.lw westt.~t·n wall tht·~·t: iH, lliJ\\'ever, a willt! :ptp w horu tlw '.mll littK 

Lmublt•d tlowu. 

EnLt'niH'u lt1 llw illL•·l'irn• nf tlw tu!llplu i:-; hy folll' Cl'Uuifl)]·uwll •rupnms 
or g'<tb• l)uiltlin.~s. t11li'll pt'<J\·itlutl \\'ith tln·ee lloun;, whiuh nru" phtt:Dtl 
t:Xll<.:tly ill Lhr.• 11liddlu .,[ ,~,11 fum· \\'<111K. It HeeJllH tlntt neither Llw 
ruofs JHH' Lht: tlr:t:omtiuu of tlw liutelH of the goptu'ltS were U\'Ul' com
ph·lell. \Vn <'IlLer tltrung1J tho uastum gopnm 111Hl now Huu, iu i't'ollL 
of lli'i, Lhu N:tiH:tnnry proper lying in a kind of ~·1unru i~:~lnm1 

supttmLt!d frolit tL JHLITUW outor eourty,n·tl, whieh l'l.111H u.long t.lw inum· 
sidt! of tltn waliH, by \IHHLb-; I fi utdres lmmd whoHe Hides nn: fttcud with 
HLotH: t:o\·,~riug·s. FonJ' bnw1 cnuHuw:J.yH ctmucet t.ho tmuplLJ iKittntl 
\\'iLit Llw gnpnrn:.;, The rims uf tlw:;e <:ttnHu\ntys ttlltl of thu rnmtt:; 
ll.l'u tttHh it 11wtl i 11 Ll 11.• 1 i km HJHS of JHLg<tH \\' hich l'n.ise tlwir hetttlK mmut
ciugly nt Llw t\\'t~nt.y-l't tlll' imwr nml ontm.· eo1:nut'H of the nwttt 
UrtJs~-:iug t!Jt! ltlllttL ll,\' tlw t!;tsttn'n ottllHUWIL.)' wu 11uxt timl um·Heln!K 
i11 .lJ'ollL ()l' Uu! L1:11lplo itsu!L 'J'his i~ em:losetl by mLlTOW g<tlloricH, 
llllilt. ~~~ ·i'ialldsLollt' nlHl rnie~etl 011 u, low platform o[ ln.tcrito. 

'l'Jw waiiH oi tltu .~·nllt~l'ieH m.·u t:lm;ucl on tho uxturiul' Hide whilu to 
Lltu iutul'iot· .. l<JWIU'ds the imwr cmu·t, tlwy ttl'u hrokeu by m\\'s of 
wiml.owH pm\' id ud w i Llt t llu Llll'JliJll grillr.~H HO ehttrM:turistiu nf Klnncl' 
tm~hiLm:Ltll'l!, ()II tht\ ux.turilll: Hitlu nre rows ol' tlw so-call ell "fabe 
willllows." '1'111\Ho gnllt~riuH too do uot Kuem to lmVl\ bet:n tiuiHhetl. 
Tho Htllllt~ i:-; tl1u enst\ with tho gopm•tts, of: which only thu eac<tem, 
lllll'Lhul'Jl ILlHI Ht>ntltt!I'IJ lu.Lvt; houu emnplutml, whilo the eonHtrnetiou of 

the wuKtt :ru hn.H ltnrd I y hmm cou1 mmwutl. 'l'ho rlucumtion of the 
liutc!H or Llw goplll'HN i~· nbm lllllilliHhef1. Onu notus, ho\VU\'lll', 011 tlw 
imun· liuttd ol' Lhu t:~t~o~Let'll gopnl'n. tL scunu with tt lltonkuy playiug 

With IL llltgtL. 
In thu illllUl' !:01ll't-yart1 Htn.nd tlw rnill8 or the fh·e brick tuw~l'S 

alrt:mdy lltunt.itnlfltl, :Ll'l'ttltgecl iu two rows l'rom north to Hunth, wJUt 

tln·co towul'H in Uw front ttw] two in the btwk row. Of tllll thruu 
l'm·emoHL tlw euntt·td towur is uttel'ly rnined; it HumnH to lmve hoen 
unmtud u11 tL low ]111.:-;is o [ btedto 11nd to luwe heun pt·oyitlud \\'it.h n 

porch. 
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Uu Llw ~mutbtuJJt: lintel:-: of the• t'utuaiuillg' fum tuwet·~ m·e Huun 
the rullowillg' moti \'lJS:-uort.hm·u, in the iir:,;t 1'0\\': (;jyu, aml Pt~rmt 
'it\tded on t.lw bull Nnntlin; sontlwt'll tuwut·, iu the iirst t'OW: ~muoi111 ]j. 
:-:tinct. per:-:uu; thinl tower ( :-:neonr1 t·ow): .Brahma riding on thu guu:>u 
Hltlllst•; twd finally folll'tll tower ( :,;eeoml row ) : tmother indistinct 
pt\rson. 1t is to be noted tlmt ill Lwo of the towers the nJtttrs, now 
etupty, still J'etuniu. 

Cloi-:it\ to tlw suutlt-utu.,;teru cmum· nf tho h!tttplc \\'ttllliu:-~ tho Khmur 
villagu, eallecl B<tn Bwt, iu wlto:-:e spirit lwnsu i:-: xuuu u. fino sittittg; 
,-;tuuu image crowned with tt wuknbt (tli,tdUJil), it:-: height being 50 em. 
'l'hi:-: image is said' to lmil ft·utn .tho ceutral to\\'Ol' of tlw ~ttnctmtry 
w ltct·u it bttK been replaced l1y the pt·u:-:cut :-:tulle illmgu of the Buddha 
t!llt!n•ouell ou the HHg'tL. 

To judge hom t.he BeulpLure:-: funllll iu tlw l\Ju'uug 'l'alll temple iL 
umst, at any rate originally, l111\·e ltoell declicatecl to the Brahmanic 
enlt. '.!'hough mncl1 ruined and pnrtitdly ll!li1nishct1, it mtty formerly 
l1aye boon quite n,n imposing snndmtry, and tts :melt iH even to-day 
wcJI wodh tt lengthy viHit. 

Due tu the !mLit·e h.tck uf iuseriptinw; ( \\' ltich, lw\\'ever, HH1Y Le 
foulHllntL•l' clnritlg' n~domtimt wm·k) nothing i:-: known l'or eertain of 

t.lJU agu of this Lumple. .It ltHl.)' lH) ]H'u-Angknruilll. 

Ac1joiuiug the JJ•.ll'th-wustuJ'll em·neJ.' u[ tlw 'l'lJttltw ur Httlml (tt wide 
expttllHe Oj! \YttttJI', in thi:-: r:LKU t]Ju l'efH'l'\'tlil') j:-; (tllOtlJel', lJut SllltLlJer, 
1m sin lJWasm·ing l :20 l110tre:-: nnHt to 1\'Pst, :Ln<l (i() nm'Lh to south, 
whieh still c·<mt~tins wntur, 

Clost) to t.lto \\'est;,~t·n lxJl'llut· ul' this stWUJHl t·usun·uit· nwl counectetl 
with it by a :-:hort C'tUJRO\\'tty Jius iL Hlllttll :-:anetunry which bLlws 
the form oJ' tt Hingle tower eon:-:trnett!d of bturite tmtl Himdstnne, its 
hoight l:wing abont l2.G lll<:•treR. 'l'lte bm·et' :-:tnlltlx im;ide tL conrt-ytml 
lliOt'tSUl.'illg 3(J lJy :2,[, lliOtl'tlH, Wllit:h i~ tll\elOH<ld by a WiLli of htturite. 
Tho cn1y cntrauee to the tt~tnplc iH tln·ongh ,, nu\\' eumpletely ruined 
et·os:-;-f;hapcd gopum pbeed in the middle of the eastel'll wall. 

In the Htmth-en,slcm eOJ'llL'l' of the temple court .u·e Llic tumbled 
~lown J.'Gtlli\,illH of n H111fdl building, lJt·olxt1.lly tL fol'lliUI' libJ.'iLl'Y or trett· 
sm·y of the tew pie. 'rlw tower iH rcguhtrly uri entated with 1L Ringle 
door openiug to the east. Of m'llltlllentation one nottJS, phecd ttboYe 
the dm)]', a sculpture reprmwntiug the god Indm l'icliug the thrcu
hemlctl cleplmnt AimYattt. The snperstuctme of the tower was for· 
merly ornameutecl \Yith twrotElJ·es oe cm:,·cd cm·uct· Htones, of which 
oRme ltl'C lying on the ground; on two of these acrotel'BH ttre seen the 



l'hoto E. Orootc. 

Nln'aug Tam temple. 
Cttrvecl lintel over door in t.he northern tower in first line. 



.. 

• 





• 



' 

!''l'. I ] 'l'llE ~l'E~li'LI' ON KlL\0 PILI.l\Olll IWNG D7 

C:Ul'\"ell Hgut·t~H ()1' 1t god riding un tlw Hhonlders u[ 11 man. 

Fro Itt this sumll s;tnctnn,ry de:-;crihed l1v Lt1r1et cl" I '· · ·' ' • · • J ,, _,~oJonqmere 

I. K. UtHlm·,Nu. 404, a:-; Knk Hu'Hi (though not visited by him; se~ 
my Cumple nwnl) \\"L~ follow <1 path, rmuJiug N. W. for about three 
ki lmn etn~K tlt rmtgh the foreHt, until we ttni ve at a larue wn,ter 
rmwrvoir, c:tLilurl 8n, Vhltmw. "' 

b 

ThiH reservoiJ·, which licK right at the foot of the Phu.nom Hmw 
hill, is unelmwd by htll dykes mettslll'ing 1,000 by GOO metres with~ 
thiclmeHs of :20 l!lotres. It coubLins a libeml supply oE fresh uml 
cleur wn,tm· cl uring ttl! settsons ttnd, with the Htu'l'onncling shady 
tree:>, uffm·x therefore tt welcome place of rest for the wea,ry a.nd 
hot tmveller. 'l'lwn; used fol'mel'ly to be a rest-house standing nenr 
the mtstem siJe of the 'Rt1 ', where one could stt1y at night. This 

may, howevm·, not exist ttny lollgcr. 
At HHilHut vvild ducks, tealttnd other tt<Jlmtic Linb woulllbc seen 

collling unt h·u111 their shelter:> mnoug the nmhes to pby on the open 
water wldle <lnring uight time would he hea.rcl the weird cries of the 
pL~~tcoc:kx or tlw Hln·ill tt·umpetiug noises of tho great crn,nes, some
tinwx answerud frmn fn.r awny l>y tho hoarRe cn,ll of the barking deer 
Llehoing Un·ungl1 t1w deep fm·e::;L. Tiget·s usecl, at least fol'llwrly, to 
visit tlw fm·uHt tLt Klmo Plw.nom Hung, an<l to protect the ponies, I 
ur;cd, wlwn etwtpil1g at Stt Phloong, to have big fires bnming dnring 

thu night. 
To Lho suuth-etLHt, t11Hl 11oi; fm· l't•um Lhe rexervoir, are seen Uw 

lloubie l'ttmpal'ts of whuL rllsemhles 11 small fort, uret1snring about 

'tOO nwtt.·eH fltilllLl'O. 'l'l1e origin ot thiH plaee iH unknown; it mn,y 

he an ol<l 1;leplmnt's kraal for all I know. 
In the nori;h-et\.stum cul·ncr o£ the reservoir tlwre iH 11 kind of 

::;)uiee whieh lds Ot!t the water that goes to form Huei 'l't1lung, tL 

HllHtll aftlnent to Lu m. Plaimt1t, which rmming N. N. E. fttll~:~ into the 
lYiun river ua:;L ol: Phimai. Plm KlHw or Klmo l'hanom Hung lim1 
ttbont l7 kilometres to tho south-west of N angrong and n,ttains a 
lwight of 1 '70 metre::; over the surrounding plain (270 metres u,bove 
sett level). 'J'he }Jill is composed or a mixture of sandstone and 

lttterite with a strong outcrop o£ black basalt which may Hh~w <
1 

-volcanic origin. 'l'he tops :mel slopcR of the hill t:re cl~thed w1th u. 
thin O"l'OWth of the resinOUS trees SO COHlHlOYl t.o t}llH reg1011. 

'l'b~ hill ha::; two tops, ·called l?lmnom Hu'si twd Ph~nom Blti, reK

pectively. Plmnmn Hu'si is the northern peak, on wlm~h the temple 
is built, while PhtHlOlH Bai represents the southern ttndlower P

01
"k. 
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'J'lw teJll.lJle nmy he reached cill1ur Ly Uw path elimbing the hill 
from the etti:it or hy t.lmt hum the JJ(j]'th. Both ptttlu.; run tllong 
J'iclgus of the hill tmd, ns Llwy me not nry steep, pollics, elephants awl 
even uot too !wavily lottded lmllm:k enl'ts nmy lJe · nsed aH lllCl1llH uf 
tranHport. 

From tho Ht1b t1t Sa Phlmng we follow the H<mthuJ'll tlyko, walking 
m· riLling on its top, ttml soon nJter Legin the clirn !J of the hill. 'l'ho 
pttth wiml:,: upmtrds betweou I!Jmmciugly protruding blnck rocks for 
about 2 kilomotreK, when vve eucounter 1111 ol<l cllausseu bunlm:ed ou 
either side by tL rim of laterite on wl1ich are placed, at iuterv11ls 
of four metres, low caryed sn11dstone pillar:-;. 

We follow this slightly rising chausHee fm aLout 200 metros next 
to arrive 11t n, Cl'Ucifonned terr11ce pl'Ovitled with lxdusters made in 
tho l:llmpe of the long :,;inuous bodies of 'rmgt1s.' From the tcrmce one 
ascellcls to the bl'oad outer templo comt, lying in front of the sauctu
n,ry, by a long flight of steps ri:,;ing in live successive terraces. ThiH 
monmnelltn.l sta-ircase is of tt very elegant design and of equnlly good 
execution; indeed the whole :-;t.nwture is not without n certain majesty 
in appearance. 

Hising from tho i1oor of the outer comt·ytwd is a kind of cross
shaped terrace which pel'lmps wac: origimtlly provided with low 
l:ltnit·cases gi viug ttcceHs to the three branches of the cross, the fourth 
and western one leading to the main entrance of the sanctuary proper. 

'l'his com 1)rises a central tower connncted with a hall (for cultmal 
purposes), another tower and the remains of several otber lmildings 
all enclosed by a gallery in the form of a square. 'l'ho main tower, 
now unfm·tmmtely much ruined and with its intedor tilled wi~h the 
dern·is of the tumbled down twched superstructure, is of grand 
dimensions and must in its heyd11y have been a most wonderful and 
splendid edHice. As Lunet de Lnjonquiere says,· it is one of the most 

Ilerfect examples of this kind of architecture. 
'l'he tower, which is built or sandstone, is sqmtre in form and has 

four doors opening to the fom cardinal points. 'fhese doors ttre 
preceded by porches, the western one being provided vvith double 
porches. 'l'he eastern entmnce forms part of tl corridor which con
nects the tower with the above-mentioned lmll; the latter, which is 
covered with an ogival arched roOf, has three entmnces to tho north, 

east and south, respectively. 
'l'he execution of this twin building is excellent in nJl its detailA, 

p,ncl one has moveover t.he opportunity l10re tb admire the intrictttu 
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:mil dt!lil':d.oly wmnght. p:Lih!rns nnd pncnlinr fen,tmeR Ro c:haracteris
tie ~·f th:1 Hlll!it•ll.L ~~nlidJotli1tn nrt., H1Wh ttR omamentcd plinths, 
cnruwus, h:L111us o.l wmdows .a]](1 tlnors, decomtecl pilasterR, octagonal 
eoltlltllls, enl'\"t>d lmL1.Js :uul lrontn,lH where the bodies of na,gas form 
an ll!HlnhLtc•1l og·iv1•, fmmiug scenes borrowed from tho Hindu 
punthc•<lll, \rltieh :ll'l' t.J·c~at.o<l in has roliofH or friezes, a,ncl so on, in 
rich variety. 

Mnny of tlu• e:tl'\'1'11 liutelH have been broken into pieceR, but 
tlwru m·u still 11 fuw ldt intn.ct that nre of g;rent beauty. For 
instnrwP, in Lhc• donlJ!u p<Jl'ches which precede the doors of the 
tn\\'el' tn the \\'ust, :tl'B ~owen, on tho lintel of the out-.er door, a bn,ttle 
lwtwoun monlw,p;; (pt·olmhly n scone inspired by the Ramayana), and 
Oil that 11f thn uJid<JJo cloor, IL SCCI10 representing the clmming· OI the 
millqr oen:Ln, wh iln :tlHl\'1.> tho inum· door is seen a row o£ standi nO' 

• b 

flgm·~~~ with :t g;ud in tho wirldle-who is in the act of thro·wing two 
perHOJl!-l wit.h his right awl loft hands. 1'he lintel of the northem 
outmm•u {;n l.lw ball Rhows n. secnw rcpreRonting tho god Qiva standing 
upi'igltt, grnsping with his l'ight hand an oleplmnt by one of its hind 
legH nnrl with his ldt n lion in the Ra,mc mn,nne1·. From the months 
of !;lw :tnimn]:-; issuu thoHu wonc1mfnlly cat·ve1l ga,rla,ndR of flowers 
thttt n1·u so nl't"n all! l 1-10 artistieully m;ccl in . the decorative art of 
tho Kh1nm·. 

Ou t-.lw ['J•tmbtl is StHJll 11 pl'ineo walking under Rome po.lm trees 
nrul HltooLing bit·<ls wit.]J hiH lJOw; n ~mup of court attendants is seen 
to thn lnft of !.hn ]ll'iluo,cdy lnmtut', Ahovo this lnmting Rceno one 
HUOH tl11• son g'tHI Nnriyn l'nshing :wt·nss tho hctwcns in his horse
r ltm I'll e lml'i 11 L. 

'l'hiH fl'tJIJtal i~<, as 11snal in Khmtll' art, fmmecl by tho :'linnOllR hodioR 
of tw11 Hag';tH wh ir·h mist: tlwil· finrfolrl heads n.t tlw lower corners of it
on souw ··or t,]u: <:ILl'\'od s!iotws plneocl on tho upper cornice (of tbe 
tow1:1') at't.l l'IJ]Jl'llHI'IILatious of Bnduna rirling on his goose, of women, 
and so 1111. E\·lm tl!o l'illl or thiH cornice iR cnrved, aR for inRt:wce 
on its wn:;tm·ll t:m·nm•, wlwm tltol'e iR n scone with nmnnkey kneeling 
in fro11t of n wunmll ( Iltklmmnn before Sita ?). 

Awrmg tlw confused 1nrtss of debris m·e seen 1nany well exeented 
piocos nf sen lptme, roprusrmting scenes from the tluily life of the people, 
such tts JJJ<LI'ehing soldim.·:-; armed with spear and shield and, cmiously 
enough, ill this Bmhmanieally decomted Ranctunry, 11 very wel~ l:l'e
Ret-rnrl senlptnm of wlmt no r1ouht rcprosentR Queen lV[nya, gwmg 
lJil'th to tlw futuru Buc1cllttt under the Palsa tree in the park of 

' 
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Lnmphiui. 'l'his may inclieate that the Pkworn Hung temple was de
clieatcd to one oftbc BoclhiRnttv:tR of the Mnhaynnistic cnlt. On n broken 
lin tel is seen the ·well-known scene of Vislmn resting ou the set'pent 
Annntft; from the godR navel issues :1lotn::; Howe1· amoug whoRe petn,l~ 
is Reen the new born four-faced Bmhmn. A tuiunte examinntiou of 
the sanctuary would no t1oubt mvonl many more nrt treasmes than 
the fev•>' enumerated here, :mel it wonld cert,1iuly he well vvorth tho trou
ble t1lH1 the expense to reRtore this Hplenclid sanctunry, ns th:1t would 
give us hack one of the finest examples of this kind of lmildiug. 
It wonlrl, mm·eo\'eJ', be not very difllcu1t-especially for itll architect 
trai11ed nmlm· sueh paRt maRterR in the :wt of' templo restnmtion as 
M. rarmentier or 1\:I. 1\fnrcllfl,l of tl~e French Indo-Chinese Arclmeo
logicnl Service-to rebnilr1 this olcl Hnperb ftwe, ttR all the neces~nry 
materials are still there. To tlw sonth-mtRt of tho eentml towm· 
stancls another tower wbieh it'l lmilt of la.teritn. It is provided with 
tln·ec 'false doors', wl1ile tho fourth nnd real nne opmm to tho we.~t 
nnd iR ]Weccdecl by n porch. 

\Vork lms lmrclly Leon l1egnn on tl1e tlecomti\'u portions of this 
tower; orw noteR, how oYer, the ntl.gn uwti\·o at t.h n lowm· cm·m~rs of 
the frontons. 

rl'he top of the tower was either 110\'Cl' flnislwrl or ha,s ]Jeon rnined 
in some wny or other. rmcl hnR now l1ecn replaced l1y nn ngly coye1: 
of corrugated iron, that L"yesm·o of tlw Far East. In the middle of 
tho single room of the tower one seeR a modern impression of the 
foot of the Bnddlu.t. Homains of threo othce lmildings iuRide tho 
tem1)le court m·e also seen, such ns that of a Rmall tower in the south
western corner, a still Rmallor one lying to the north of the hall, and 
iinally traceR of a Jarger building (i1 trensnry m· librttry) in tho 
north-eastern corner of the temple comt. 

A rectangulitr enceinte composed of four galleries onclmms the 
rtbove-descl'ibed temples. The galleries Aoem never to lw.ve been 
finished, nm· to have been so well planned as the other pnrts of 
this otherwise magnificent group of buildings. rrhe ettstern 
::md western g<tlltlries at·e broken in tho witlcllo by crnciformed 
gopm·as aud Heem to Jmvo been nearly completed; not so the northern 
and southern gallerieH, which are even without theit· roofs, while 
their gopuras luck the porchoR. The gt1lleries form one long unin
tel'l'upted corridor which allows one passage right thr·m1gh their 

whole length. 
About 200 metres to the ot1Rt of Jihe principal entrance to the 



... 

Photo E. Groote. 
Panom Rung temple. 

OnLer temple cunrt-~·ard with cro,;s-slmped ten-aces; in background are seen the galleries with the eastern gopura. 
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T'lwto E. u;•note. 

Pttnom Hnng templ c. 
f;~ulptm·e representing Snri,m, the ~nn g·od ete. 
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Rnnctnmy lie two Rnmll ~~diiiem~. Cllll!•!l l\nk Hu'~o;i (the llet•mits' collA). 
One of theRe iR lmilt. in Uw f,n·m of 11 Rljllfti'e pavilion, with ii\\'O 

Rmnller rooms, 11djoining tu the right nncl left. AcceHH to t.lws1~ i,.; 
by t.wo prtr\'iR<-~R whoRe· roof;; nr1~ f'nppm·kd hy pillni'A. 'l'lw plan of 
tldR building, which is n1·ientat!~d !.mHt to west, Jnnnh resembles tlmt 
ol' certain hugo salns in ~inlll. This snla is sm·t·omHJcd on three sidm1 
i. e., west, noi·t.h anr1 ~~n.st., hy 11 l'!'ctrul,!!,'nlnr continnons galle1'Y which 
is provic1ncl witl1 flights of stops nt their two ;;onthern ~~nils. Tlw 
g·allr~ry luu11n·ohrtlJly woorlcn roofs. 

The pnrpose of' both those lmilt1ing-A, now \'OI'}' unwh in t•uins hut 
m·igiun.JJy of quito CJL'g'fl.llt j)l'OpOl'tions, lllllRt jil'O]m,lJ]~t WllR tJmt of 
n towpomry l'exirlonr~o l'nr kings Ol' higl1 nohles who C1Lilin to wm·Allip 
nt tlw tompk 

Fl'Olll the top o[ tlw nlille!l central towm· mw eujoys n, wicle \'it•\\· 
ovet· the CJlll'J'Ollllding r:onntry. To thP. scmth-e<LAt i-1 plainly sc•eu 
f-lit: Hf)llrtl'i\ of l\fu'rmg '1'1U1l n.llfl its lnrgo 'l'IHtln•; tu tho sonth mHl Honth

W<oHt thn nyu S\\'l~t·.ps O\'l'.l' thn no;u·-lying Klmo A ngkhan down to t.ho 
j llllJOHillg lllflSH()S OJ' th L\ nwgrek h ilJs Vei]e![ .ill lll)'Htm·ions b)tW lllistf; ; 
whiln to tlw woRt u!HllHwth t.he lwri:~.on is elosucl hy tho brown mHl 
g'l'O,Y eo]ntll'(l(l frlJ·ostx intoJ'Apenwd, lwre nncl tiwre, l1y yellow pntd1os 
of: t.hu hnn'l>stt!cl pnrltly {j elcls. 

Snch iN tho semw (1lll'ing tho dry rlc:ason. Tf: wo visit Khrto 
Plrnnon1 Rung clnring Uw rai11Y A011K011 (which iA not to be n~ccilll

mcmdo(l), tho pnnm·;l.Jllft is qnitu dill'uren(;, ttml mnch moro nllming, 
with thn tl'ees eln.cl in nil their gt·eun finery n.ml th1' lmbhling watui'A 
nmhing tlown thi\ hill sirlu. 

F1·om tlw t.en1pln !Lnotlwl' pn.th or nmTow rmtcl ]e,uls clown in it 

north noJ·th-westnrly diredjon to tlw foot of the hill where: lieA n, 
\'ill;tg,~. enllecl B1m 'l'1thmk. 'l'his pn.th pn.RBOR tho three pomls llWll

tioner1 in om· tn.lu. 
From .Bnn 'l'nhmk to Nnngrcmg tho rlistn,nco is abont 17 kilollletre;;, 

the cart nmrl pusxing t]Jl'(mgh i'm·p;;t and over paddy lielrlH with 
HC\'Ol'11llargo villages. Among tho btttor ix the brge Bttll Thnnon Hnl:, 

fl'mn which !1 long wouclcm bridge lettcls ovul' tt H\\'tLlrlp to the ettHtern 
gate or entl'anco to tho ol(l towu. N11ngroug, the origin of \\'hich 110 
doubt goes hack to the Khmer period, iH ~:~urrouncler1 hy large rlonl1lt\ 
ra,mparts nnc1 ln·o1td n1on.ts fill eel with it proftmiou of HC1trlet, bluo nncl 
white lot.ns flowerR. It i~:~ qnito 11 lnrge aml pl'OApct•ons town, 11ncl itx 
inhabitants, Thai-izud Kinner, are known as cap11hle we[1Vet'A of silk 
and also as grea,t lovers of music. lVlnny o:f the youug gids used, 

• 
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ttt lettst formerly, to lm elovc•r bkhon plnyl)I'S, ym·y convm·sant with 
the fltmonR Imlillll epic Haumyana (in Ri;tllH'C:U etdlml Hauutkien), 
'J'he tinwR OJW llltR liRtenml on n, mocJnlit. night Lo thu melodious llHlHic 
of tho 'phinplwt' awl the song ol' tlw Nangm11g girh; ho!OJJg to 
thm;e memories \\' hieh r1o nnt f.tde so easily n W<ty. 

Tho rmcienL ellttni'!Heo (which does not toncl1 Nangrong) continueR 
from Khno Phrmmu Rnng in tot ncn-tlJ-westel·ly direction where it 
Cl'ORScs tt lnt·go plaiu, erdled Tlnmg lbclnm, to ru-cnter tho grent 
forest at tho 1·nins of the d/urrmur;!llri at Nrmg Ploug. '!'he Budren 
pbin nsecl formerly to be huqnnntorl by h()]·cls of' Nn'a Sni' (Om•mis 
Pan~ inn~ or Hog dee1·) n.nrl wild enttlo nf :t whitish eolmll', Bnt, clno 
to· rcckleRs Jmnting, only Vl!l'Y few of tlwRo kinds of g:unc were ]eft, 
oven RCI'entoon yen,t·s ngo. 

In the ym·y centre of this vn.st plain, strdching on both Rides of 
the Pln.ill!at. ri·nn·, nnd constitnting one of the biggest plninR .in N. E. 
Simn, excepting the largo 1\Inn J·iver plain, lies a S\\·ttntpish lttkc, cullc<l 
Hnlml (a w.ido r-;b·otch of watm·), nenr which, it is said, ttl'C fonml 
RevoJ·al iutm·ost.ing rni11R of KltnlCl' tompluR. 

AR already stated in the beginning or this comnwntal'y, the ancient 
ltighwn.y terminates at Phimai. I nm, ltmvuver, not; going to describe 
tlto tem plo of Phimui, bnt will refer t.o Major Lnnet. -clo Lajonqniere's 
deReript.ion, I. K. nndcr No. '147, nml my p:tpcr in J88. Vol. XVII, 
Pn.rt I. 

Hm·o I Rhould, ltownvor, like to acltltt few snpplomentnry remn,rks. 
It lmR nlwnys been snrmiflt~<l HO fttr t.lmt the present town 

of Pl1imai waR n. kind of vicc-l'<~gal enpibtl of tltat. pttl't of lt!lciont 
Camhmlitt wltic~h ln.y t0 the nnt·th of: tltn Dtwgn~k ehttin. My fl'iend, 
II is Excolloney Phyn Photehrtradrt, Lord LionknaJJt of tho Circle of 
Nakhou H.aehrtRimn., infol'llJK HJC, ltowovut•, that to tlw ROUth of the 
tnwn of Phimai neru· tho village of W:1ng Hiu (tho stone Ct1.Rtlo),~m1d 
Ritnatnd jnRt, on the ontskirtR of tho gTcnt. formd:-Kok Lnrtng"-iH'O 
l'l~lltninR of extellsive ea1·thworks that nro con;;itlm.·tt!Jly hrger in 
ei1·c·mnfm·once tlmn tho town of Phimni. His Exeolluney iH of the 
opiuion that tho pl'CRnnt so-cttllecl town of Phimni waR only n com
lJillecl temple and fc·rtreRR wltieh wn.R cOJlllL'etocl t.l1en, aR uow, \l'ith 
the c:tpitnl at W:111g Hin hy a Reries of hl'idges spanning the utany 
water-logged pln,ecs between the two. 

In lll.)' doseription of the contml ternple tower iu this ,JomJ1111, I 
o111itted to mention tlw lintnl ot tho iutorim: northern d()(ir. 'l'lw 
scc!UO depici.r:xl on t.!iis li'utel shows, sittiug in t.llc ccmtro, a fom·-:f:1cecl 
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Photo 1·.:. (Trooil'. 

Prtnom Rung temple. 
Centml ~ttnduan eonBi,;tinl.( of. to the ri!!ht. the tower. to the left. the ]H,ll. 
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Plwlo R. CfJ'oole. 

1\mom Hnng tmnple. 
Sculptnre representing Queen :\fltyn. gh·ing hirtli to the Bn<l<llltl. 



PT. I] '!'HE TE~Il'LE U~ Kll.\U l'lL\~O.i\1 HUNG 

aml Hix-al'ltll!d god; ltiH L\\'o lllll'lllnl htttHlH J'CHt in his bp, while tltu 
luwur of ltiH two uxtm left ltnmlH holds tlw glmuL<L Ul' bull. 'l'lte 
tltt·eu n~umini11g ltttnd:,; tll'l) lifLerl npwnrc1s J.mt, as [,u· UR enn lw 1-iL~en, 
tltexu 1lo nut grn,Hp syllll1uls uf ttny kim!. Thi~:~ god UlOKt prulmhly 
t•epre:c~euts 'htjntHttttva (from Snnserit : Vaj1YI·, a thumlorholt nml 
8ttlhN~, esHem.:e), i. c., the Bndc1hn. uf Hnpl·euw intulligmwu m Adhi. 
lnulrlfw., though tltu illt<tgu <11)pictel1 lwl'e lncb; tlw thullllm·lJOlt. 

'L'lw scnlpturu i:,; divic1u<1 iutu two w•gnumts. Iu Llw nppct· iH to he 
Hucu, 011 citlwr :c~.iclu of r.he gucl, tt mw of niches cuntniniug Humller 
image:,; uf Vnjntsttttvn, lmsideH JmH.:i11g np~ru·ns. In tho lower segmeut 
ttre HOt!ll eight lbnciug l1llHttl'I\S iu groups of fum on uitber siclo of the 
tln·oJtu of the god; below which n.re loweliug {i,·e crowuell persons 
]willing clubs in their llnuc1R. These per:.;ons 1uay reprcsuuL the !he 
Dltyunilmddhas over wlwm, ttcconliug to the l\Ialmynnistic.: ]Jelid, 

VnjntHttHvtL pL'usides. (l) 

The sttttnes of 'l'liau l'lmmmtat and Nttug Orapin lttwc now lmen 
dop<mitcd in the Hoynl.l\Iusum11 in Bangkok. Ou tho other httrul, of tlw 
beautiful image of tlw su-c"'llud Nttng Lnvo, nlso montimwd in IllY 

paper 011 the Phimai tmuplc, nothing iH left, the image having 1Jeeu 

broken to piuccH hy the loeal .school ehilchen. ( Tl1is lutppened, how
ever, before the Arehmologieal Service Wtts ct·entud). 

\V u uow eouw to tb u lnst of tho grcn t tum plus lnUIJ Lion eel in om 
talc, llttuwly, \Vat Plmnolll \\Tttn (I. K., No. i1:3'/ ). 

'l'his Lemple min IieH tLhont 10 kilouwLl'CH N. N. E. of the town 
of KhoJ'tlot. It cousiHts of a Hauctuary euelosocl by sc1nnro 
gullcrics which lie inHidc an exterior enceinte HmTonnded by Yury 
bl'Ottd Jll<JHtH, oxcept on the castel'll Hide, where 11 causeway loads out 
to 11 large wntcr ruHm'vo.ir. 

Of the s111wtuary the tower lHtO\ not been completed rtnd lacks itOl 
snpcrstl'uctme. It is provided with four doors preceded by porches, 
the eastm·11 one being connected with a conidor which lcn.ds to t1 

rectangular ball ·with throe entmnces. The col'l'idor n.ncl the bull 
have ~:~till tlwil." roofOl in place. 'J'he l!Htterial used for these buildings 
is a grey KI1Ill1Htone. 'l'he work on the Ol'lll1ll1untation of tlte liute!H 
seems lmrdly to htwe been cowmeDcccl. Some unforeseen event 
must have stopped the work in or)e way or other. l\Iaybe it was <1 
war or a rebellion. 

(l) · See Alice Getty, J'he gods of the ~Nm·tlwrn lhu!dhism, 

• 
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Only Llw lintel uvm· the IIortlic~l'll duur of the towet· is nettrly 
Jiui:-:iwd :Llld :-:how:-: a :-:uunu l'upt·u:-:t!ut.ing· tt Bralnwmic god sitting 011 

tlte he:ttl uf tt lliUtJHtt~r (Hn.lm), frullt \\' llm;e IIIOUth thoro is~ne gal'lamls 
of Jl<JII'Ul'H to eitlwr Hido. Tho g;dlericH llwttsm·u 52 metres on ettch 
Hide and c;uCIII ttl so to ha 1·o lJUw left llliJ-ini;;lwcl. '.L'hey ttre providetl 
wit;lt gopnmH precedt~<l hy porclws, each gopnm lJeiug divided iutn 
ii\'e clmwlwr:-:. 'J'Iw galloriuH nru opu11 Lo tlw iuterior temple eourt, 
their roof:; lwre lJeiug ;mppmtml l>,Y rowH of pilhtrH. The gnlleriuH 
preHent :t peculiarity in thnt tlH~it· eol'!Il~t·s nr~ tmnsfm·1ncd into ilmall 
lHwiliolls, each with an <~11tmucu hoiii tlw ontHidu. Of decorationx 
only one is ~:~ue11 011 tho enstom g·opnm, uunsi:-;tiug of an empty frontal 
ClletLi:iecl uy lHtg'<lH antl:t JiJttul with tlw H<LllW 11Juti1·e itS dcscriberJaJI0\'1), 

The HecmHl or uxturior clll'Uiute <!unsist:-: of :L .lateJ·ite wall which, 
lwwuver, is in 8if11 only m1 the uorthel'll and sunLhet'll faccH. 

The canse\\'tLy, m· elmmmee, ltaH :t leugth of :~:iO meLt·el:i n)ttl leads 
from the :-:nppo:;ed t~t11:iteru eutraucu uf the cxturiot· tewplo conrt out 
to a brge wutm· rusurvoir \\'hieh IllllttHlll'ui:i UOO l>y :iOO metreH ttud is 
smromllled by clyku:s :;till in goucl repair. :Sul·cmd pond:'\ lie to the 
llOl'th <tll!l :-:unth of that part of the e:1Lll:iU\\'IL,Y which is 11011rest 
to tlJO l'eHet·voir. FmLhet'Illorc, at tt di;;tanel~ of nhont 200 metres 
frow the cxtcriot· enceiutu nml close tu tl1w cnnsu\1'<1.)' nre tho cleLris 
o[ t\ :-:umll n~etaugulnt lmilc1ing of l:1turitu that probably scned as :1 

l'eHt-honse fol' import~tut people ,·isitiug the tc11Iplu. 
Ju thn intel'ior eomt-ym:d tLn~ Huen, lying to the north ttllll Huu(,h 

of the pro:sent RttndwLry, tlw t'ulmtim; of wlmt Ol'iginally were tll'u 
:sanchmrie:s with dom·l:i o1~uniug to tho ua:st. Lnnet de Ln:jonquiere 
tbinkH tlmt they ttru rmmlt1ntH of a fonum: tmupk wmprising three 
lmildiug~:~ !Lml m·e nuterim· to the pl't~scnt ouo. Finally, there 
Htancl:s iu the :soutb-wuKtel'll corner of tlw comt-yn.rcl a roughly 
built tower of red Hltllc1~:~toue ttucl Ll'iek:-:; it is 1n:oviLled with tt dour 
opcniug to the east nud "fu.lHo '' doon; 011 the three other sides. ThiH 
lntter building, which shelton; tt Phmbat or imprint of the Buddha'~ 
foot, i:-; evidently not o£ Kinner httncliwork but wttl:i probably rnisell 
hy the Tlwi conquerors of the Klwn1t di:stJ.·iet. , 

'l'here used formerly to Le 11 ·whole collectiou of :stone imitges uf 
the Budcllm stored i1Isidc the Hnuctntwy; Home of these were in the 
~;>itting, others in the stanrling posture, most of them heu.clless. The~e 
was also :1 fine statuette of a fom-nrmecl (jivn ·which, l belie\'e, JR 

l t · I I 1· · T 1 · · · t' ons h!We now \:ep · m t 1e 1oya lHusemn. Not lesR t mn sJX mscnp 1 ' . 

been found in \Va.t lllmnom \Van (olton Rhortly called Nolll vV~tn). 
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The llln~t irnpnrbtnt of these c~nsists of 42 lines in Khmer, engraved 
on tlto b·ftllll' of the southern mterior door of the tower of the sanc
tunry. Jt is [Lll mliet or King .Jnyuvannau VII, dated 1171 A. D., of 
~)ivaitie eontont~, the king charging Vra]J. Kamrateli. An Rajencha
v:t1'1W1ll, g'c.meml crnrnttn.nding the central army, besi<les other hio·b 
<lignitarieR, to take good care o£ the temple. . '"' 

Another in~:~criptiou o£ 45 lines, partly in Sanscrit partly in Kinner, 
is engmved on the frame of the outer door of the eastern porch of 
the tmvc~r. This im;cription is only legible in part but the names of 
the two kings: Smiytwal"man (1002-1049 A. D.) and Udayadit.ya
vnrman (1 049-1065 A, D.) can be deciphered. There are three other 
shul'tur inscriptimm in Kinner aucl one in Sanscrit, the latter dated 
11 Rfl A. D. (rt~ign of the zealous Buddhist King .TaytLVI1rman vn, 
g'l'uttt lmildm· ol' hospit!Lis-:tltogethor 108 in number, if one is 
to helir~\·e tlw inxeriptiom;), 

Aecording tu our tale, tho legendary King Hindusthun bud images 
of the gods made of concrete ! It is quite a common belie£ among 
the peast1nts of this country tlmt sculptures ttnd the images froll! 
the Kinner period wore formed o£ crushed sandstone and wa.tL\1', 
whm•enfter they were lmmt like bricks in a fire. That, this idetL 
.i"l t•ut.irely wrong cm1 lm easily proved, but it is tt belief which is 
~IHLl't)cl ()\'lnl by ednetttml penple. It pmbably originat.ecl tnnong the 
Tli!d wlto llP\'et• atbLirw<ln high standarcltts sculptors in stone but 
on thu otlH!l' ltttml do\·ulopncl into some of tho world's finests workers 

in ln·c IJJ:-::u. (J 1 

()[' tlw Co\\'ll lmilt. aeuonling to om ble close tu the en.~t of M.u'ang 

Tam, r l~~tV!l not lll.lell nhlu to £in<ltmy trn.ces .. Jt may not htwe exis
tncllti; 1tll, or it way be icleuticml with the old fortified phce, ca.lled 

'l'alnng ell' Dlon. 
Nol' h:tW\ I !wen u.ble to identify the temple cn.llecl Prasat. Chong 

N:t Cltamg, hut. ~mppose tlmt it nmHt be the smno as described in I. K. 
uncler· No. 407 aH Pras:tt Nong Hong, 

'L'lw \\'l'it\)l' of tho Plmnom Rung tale mcnti01is se\•ern,l fortified 

plneos lying in the grettt IChok Lnn.ng, but I re~n~t to suy that I do not 
recogni%c them under the names given by hun. Furthermore, that 
they should only be trenches (or light field works) sounds rather 

improhthle, as I personally have inspected about a hundred old 

(1) r clo not; J•efel' here to t.he Khmer-'l'hai school of stone scnlptnre 
· · · · · · l · tl • rrtl • 1111 r>m·t of the XJYth c'Pllitll''' 111 Lopbm·1 wlneh flotl1'IRhet m 1e XI. t .~ • J 

A. n., a.s tlliH :t.!'t soon cl!1t;m·iol'n.tecl n.nd rhctl ont. 
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fortifications spread over the whole territory of the l)rosent circle 
of Kborat, ·which are aU of a considerable Rize. They are either 
rectangular or square in shape, many of them 111easm·ing several 
ld]ometres in circumference, and among the latter not a few are found 
in the above mentioned Khok Luang. 

Not many yem·s ago the Snrvoy Depltrtment of the Army dis
covert:'d several old deserted fortif-icat.ions in the great forest between 
KhorrLt to-.,vn and Nangrong, vvhich were round or oblong in shape. 
'l'his waR a rather intt:resting find, which may point to affinities 
between the bnilc1ors of thef'e places and the Lawa of Nortbem Siam 
whose old, now deserted, fortified villages bui:t in the shape of a ring 
are well known in the Mro Hongson aucl Mu'ang Ymtrn districts. 

The great nnmher of old Il)rtified towns, mauy of which have long 
ago been deserted, together with the wealth of ruins of stone temples, 
reservoirs and old highways spt·ead over this part of the Khomt 
pla.terLU, point c:ertainly to the exiRttmce formerly of a much more 
dense popuhtion tb:tn now is th1' c:tso. 'l'he reaHon for the population 
h:wing left their town:-; uuty either be expl1.1ined by the many and 
bitter wars Wt\ge!l between Ayndhy!L and Cttmhodin, which went on 
from the xmth to the xvth century and wm·e coupled with rnth
leHs deportations of the population fnim their homesteadii, Ol' it may 
be Pxplained by the fn,Cit tlmt the ground water is coJmtu.n'Liy Ainking 
in these regionR, thereby t·edncing the output of the paddy lields more 
and more, finally forcing the popul11tion to shift to HlOl'l! fertile tracts 
lying nearer the ltu·ger wntet· eom·HeR. However, the ·whole que.~tion 
of the old fortified places, their history, raison cl'eh·e and distributimi 
over the North-En.stern pln.te:w ir-: n. study apn.rt, which I hope one 
dny to be nble to tnko np. 

In COJJcl nsion, I hog· to tench:r my sincernst thanks to my lqarned 
fl'iencl, ProfesRor George Oceder-:, Direetor of the Eeolo Fmnc;aiso 
d'Extreme-Orient in Hanoi, who kindly n.l!owed me t,o nHe thepl1tns 
of t.he templeR of Mu'ang Tam, Phnnom H.uug n.nd Pha.nom Wan !LR 
published in Major Luuet de Lnjonquib-e's f.11 'IN'ifl. tni1•e desm·ipti.f, 
as well ns to Messr~:. E. Groote !tncl A. H. Hale for their kindness in 

placing Rome of theit· beautiful photogmphr-: at my clisposal. 

Et·.ik Seiclenfrulen. 



I I 

' J •• .. . 

. , ' 
~ J J 
I fl ,, 
I I 
( ~ 

~ 
,, 

.. 
~· 

,· 1 

"' l j 
"" t' ~ 

'' 
·' 

~ , j 

··.1 

i' 

r ,..~ : ,, 

! ~ ., ,.o\, 

'i't 

J'\ 

' . ' 

'I ~ 

. ., .. 



• 



• 

,, 



• 







107 

UuiveJ•sity College, 
Colombo, 15th September, 1031. 

•['he Gm·m·nment nf Ceylon lmt-~ recently appointed a Com
tuiasiun fm the. pnrpoHe of inquiring into the existence of hitherto 
unknown clmmHHlllt:-~ l'l'lating to the history of the island, which are 
ex taut iu thu IHuHls of prin~te individuals and of institutions. Many 
iluportatJt doeuuHmls lll\\'e bocn rt•moved from the island, and have 
f(lttlld tlwir way int,o pl'intt.n eollcctions; there are otl~ers among the 
prh•nte paperH of thmu~ who hnse had officinl or semi-offici11l connec
tiou w i t.h tht~ a flit irs of Ceylou, m· who have at mrious t.imes had 
oc•en.t-~ion t.o visit itH ~"<llorm;, 'l'o illustrate this point, the most im
pnrt.an t, origiutd tLuthol'ity for the period o£ the Portuguese occupation 
Cft.tllH to light in Hio de .Tant~it·o, nml of recent years much light has 
bl;'mJ thrown nn tlw taking O\'el' of Ceylon by the Bl'itish, by papers 
in p1·i\·at:t• lull!clH in .SPntlund. 

Thu nwjnt•ity of Htwh p•tpN.'l will be concerned with tlie 
hiHtlli'Y nf thn hiland rl111·iug the lttHt fom centuri6fl, but it is possiule 
tlntt thet·t~ lllny lm nl~o HPilHl "stmna1ieR" (t'ngnwec.l copper plates)· 
nntl "olaH '' (imH·t·ilu~tl pttlm llmvesl rlntiug pet'hu.ps from pre-Ellropean 
tiuwt-~, Jll't.lHOI'\'l!!l IHI enl'ionitit1H in private or e\·en public collee
tiooH, \Vtl at·n amdr.ntH (o nflr~nl'l:ain the whereahoutA of such 
tlrreunl411ltl4, and tlwt·Bi'!ll'Ll ask you to n.llc)w tlds letter to appear in 
~'Oill' \"ltlllttbh~ <!CJhllllllH. J f lillY of )'!llll' T'eadcl'R !tl'!.\ in fl, pm!ition t.o 

Mlht·cl tu; nuv inl'ul'llltltinn, wo HIHLil hn most gt'l~teful i£ they \\'ill 
put it n t ott I' 'cliHpnmd by wl'itiug to the Secn:tltry of the Ceylon 
Hifltori(•td MILIIII~o~c'l·iptH Cnmmil'lsirm, 0nYI'e1'11llllmt Arehives, Colo111ho, 
t.ll' 1.11 I 111~. 

'l'l~:wldng ,\'1111 fot• yrHll' c•lllll't.nRy in in~ertlng t.hiA let.l<•l'. 

l1tlll, Sir, 
Ynm· ohoclim1t sel'\'n,nt, 

)'-4, i\, PAIU:~IA:-1". 

Ch:tii•'ultl.JI, 

Ct•,vlnn 1 Jist.llrie;tl Mi11lllfier·iptR Commission. 

'l'lw Ed itCil', 
'J'hc~ .J,nn·Jml, (If tlw Sinn1 Poeiety, 

41i, U l't!l\t Ttnssrd l F;tn~t!t, 
L(JnthJII, W.tJ. 



[Published for Lhe Siam Society hy .T. Bmmty, 
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