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THE FRENCH FOREIGN MISSION 
IN SIAM 

DURING THE XVIITH CENTURY· 

A LBC'l'UltB <aVBN llBFlll\11 'l'llE t;IA;\l l:iOUI!l'l'Y 

IX llANtll\.UIL 

by 

E. W. HuTctnx~ox. 

i 

Soltlc yctn·s t~go, tm al'ticlc in BlurJ,:wuucl'8 .Mt(!)u.;;i•Jtc at·nusud 

my iuturust in the cttt·eut' oE Consttwtiue Ph1.1ulkon, tt Greek, known 

tu the t:littlltese tts Chtto P'ytt \Viclw.yeu, who plttyed an importn.nt part 

in tho ncgotitttium: fm· ttll ttllittnce lJetwueu Siaut aml FnHJee which 

culmimttud in Llw Fnmt:lt expedition to Bttugkok at tltu mH1 of P'm 
Nami':-; reign . 

. During the yuttl'S 19;10 Ull(119Bl, I eollected ttll the uttt[t bear

ing upon this subject which I eould find in the libtmic~:> o£ Europe. 

rl'he t·esnlt has been to convince me tlmt tt key to the fa.ilme of the 

French u.cl ventul'e in Siam is to be fouwl in tho a.ntip£Lthies which 

existed in that country between the French Foreign l\IissiontLdus and 

tho Jesuits bctwuen tho year~ 1662 a.ncl 1688. 

Although it Jllti.y be i.1drnittotl that but IOL' the presurwe or the 

French .Misr::~iona.ries in f::li!l>lll, the FL"enc:h todventm·e might nuver 

}mve occm'l'ed, neveLthuhJHH it is ttppttl'eut tlw.t their eotmcctiou wHh 
the expedition iuto wldeh tho achcutme (hwelopud waf-i just as 

fol'tnitonH a,., tho twcillunt which cauHocl thuir Hr11t lJHttthli:-;hmunt to 
be nm1le in SitH11 illl:>Lel1d of in Uhir111 u.m1 Cochiu-Cllimt, a~> WIOH 

originally intendocl. 

In this pttpm· I propose to givo n brid sketch of the origin of 

tlw French Foreign .IHisHion ttllll or its OHb11JliHlllnont in SiMll, drn,w

ing upon two ma.in sources: 
tt) An It:tlitw tteoount puuliohed in Homo in 1()77 by 

the Prop<tg'tt!Hltt Fidei, entitled "Bcl(t;ZI:una tlellt> llli8siU'I~I: cle1: 
Ve8coui ...... uuU Beuni eli 8icun eta ... " 

b) '.l\vo French .MttllUt:lt:ril)tS, one [Lt the Pn.l'i:'l Archives 

Nntionales,1 tlw other hom tbe veu of Fr. Vetju::;, S. J. u.t 

1. Arc. Na.t :M:. 204 . 
• 
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2 E. \V. llt:TCI!I:\Sil:\', 

tlll:l ~uai d'Ot'R:ty.l 
In ttcldition to tlw pnhli:-d11:il work:-; 1111 Litis suhjt:eL .1 llltv't' 

mttdu fn]] llHll of tJw [cttw·s ttllll iltlt.:llllll:IILR~ lli'URI:I'\'IH] :tL lilt: ~~ iH

sion hen,dqunrterH in Paris, of whieh 1t st~leeCiou l11ts IH:t•n includud in 

the hook l>y Lucien Lulllltty,B in ordut' to illusLmL1: the Im•Llllld:-~ 

ttdoptecl in ec;t:tLliHhing tho MisHiun in Si:tm, 1tH well as Lo c:xpl:tiu 

the eit·emn:-;tnuces nuder whieh this lJo1.ly o[ denmt evangulisLs IJe

Cttllle eutanglell in politiettl intrigue. 
'L'Iw ol'igiu of thiH ent:tnglenwuL will l1e Lmeet.l to (I) Lho• 

l\lisHimmries' clec;ire tlmt l•'renclt ships sllllulll visit. Silllll, (~) Lheir 

ttmbition of converting King P'm N:.mti to ChrisLittuiLy. It willlw smm 

that their fnilme tu ttehiu\'e this mnbition !eel to tlwir uclipst.: in Lhu 
ncgotintiorJH bdwuen Fmnee MHI Sittlll, nml to the snlmtitutiuu ol' 

l'banlkon's allies, the ;le:-;uit:-;, in thuir pl1tce, as intt>t'nludi:tl'ius lm

twocll the two Court~. 

In cunei u~ion, Plmnl kon'K ruhttions wi tlt Lht) Fmuigu i\l isHiou 

awl with the Je~uits will he cxaminml in 1mlur Lo explttin thu vi

rulcnee of !tiH attn.ck upon thu fot'IJ.lCt' iu his l\{uinot'ttlltltuu to thu l'tljJU, 

tts well as the attitude of l'Uscrvo shown by the Mission's le:t~lers at 

the time of his fall. 

I will prefnee this study with tho relation ol' tt l'uw imporbtnt 

faetH which I have collectml coneemi11g Uonst:tutine l'Juutl kon. 
'!'he yea1· 1647 iH given as the UtLte uf his bil'th l1y tltu Hlr'f

Uw•J'Ul~Llaki8 /i)ncyoluperliu, uf Atlwu:-;, l650 hy other anthoJ·iLius. 
11\.. l\ialclonnto,J the priucipttl couten1pomry .TusniL in Sittlll, t'O!!I)J'tls 

a statement of Plmulkon him:-;elf to the effect tlmt hiH ftLthw·'s JltLllln 

was Gemkifl. Malclomtto says tbttt Phaulkou':-1 l'ttLhut· wn,s uf V mwtian 

origin and Governor of the IonirLll lHhmd of Ueplmlunitt, whOI.'I) 

Plmulkon 'NitS born. 'rhe Italian Bi1:1hop of Arguli, tL Vmwthtn, in n 

hitter written hom Siam in 1 (ii::i4,''S eoufinnB the cltti 111 to V tJJWLitm 
origin. 

At the present (hy, the :Mayor of ArgoHtoli, ehief town of 

l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
ti, 

Q. d'O. Met D. II. 19. 21. 
M. E. vol and Pt~ge. 
J[istoim de lc6 1lfis~:~ion de S'ic6tn, Pm·it; HJ14. 
Pl'op. Fi1l.-Sm·. Ref. IV. p. 11. 

, t1o , , III, p. 31\fi. 



Cnplmlouin., is '" Uct'ttkis, nml J.'ulltLive.'l are mentioned 011 gnnrl 
:wthority in M:tt•soillos n.nd AlcxtLmlt·i:t. 

Gcntki;;, howcYer, is tL commun tHLtnu in mudem Greek; it; 

mm111s '' F:duou ", <Lntl the Gm·:dzi iu Italy tmu~;eriho their nanw !tR 

"Frdeone ". ConshLntine, u11 tlw uunl~mry, a,lw:tys signed hit~ n11me 

Plw.nl!.:un, rephwing tho Lo.tin lettm·s Ji' ttn<l 0 1Jy Lite Greek Ph and K. 
It iK uuccrtttin whether tho ftwtily W:.LK Ct1tholic or Orthodox 

hy religion, but. the probalJility is that they were Catholics, since in 
hi~ mcHHH't1.nclnm§ to the Pope Plmulkou states that he had Hunt tt. 

Fmneisc:t.u elerie to Em·opo with instructions to rebuild the Church 

in w h ielt he wtLK h:•ptis0\1 in Oeplmlonitt, alKo to o btttin eortni n fn,vums 

J'nr his l'tt.mily from tlto H.epublie or Venice, which waH then in pOSKUR

siun ol: cl~phttloni:1. 
'l'he uxisLing hmily ehurch of tho Uut·r~ki ttL .illett~x:;~tn, in the 

is];tml, mtt.y he tho one to whieh he rufors. 
'L'he f:tmily lOl'tnnes must lHwo been dilttpitbtot1, fue Plmnllwn 

was shipped Ml t~ Cttbin-boy on au EngliKh \'eRSt)l while Htill young, 

:tllll spent ttll hiH ettdy uayH in EngliRh Rhips, wheJ.'l) he \\':tH known 

tts " Oonw!" (Khort for Uonstantine). 1 

He is mentioned iu 1G70 tLmong tlw crew or the English ::Jbip 
'' Hopuw0ll" in which George White sailed to Indin .. :.>, 

In 1 ti7 8,1 he was mttte of a ship belonging to the East Indit~ 
OornptLny ttL Bantam in ,J:.Lv:.L, and sttilecl in it to Si<tlll when Bnrrw.by 

W<LH tt•tmRfut'l'ed there to retrieve the fortuneR ol' the K I. Coy. ttt thn,t 

plnee . 
. Bnt•tathl wt~s t1WU.l'e of Pltttnlkun'K nhility ttnd lingniHtic 

Ltd entH, tranHfCl'l'L'.tl hitn from the ~:~hip to his Htaff in SitLl!l, a11Ll l:lCll t 

h.im on ttll errand to Siugom whieh Wtts then in ruvolt J'wm Siam 

!Litd in noeLl uf ttrms wltielt l'l.taull.;:on tt·ied Ulll:lUCeessCully tu Knmgglo. 

lnlG79H lw Jigun~s in the Dnteh E. I. Ooy.'s rocurds as tho 

on1y oncl'getie lllllmbul' of' thu Ellgli.'llt tmrling eolony t~t I~igor 

(Nak<Jn 8l'i 'l."amnH.tmL). 

§ Hee Appetulix, p. 
1. JVI. K vol. 88 7 Engli~h Un.thulie~ };Jl'Ute~t: jJ.[ bnuiJ'il8 en fm"li!e de 

leltre rl'nn Anyl1ois cnthol·i'J'IW a;a H. 1'. Pim"l'e rl'Or/.eanx S. J. xnr 
l'histo·i1·e de Jll. Cvnstam.ce. 

2. I. 0. JHn.:mlipntam J'eCol'rlK. 
3. HrLgne, Kol. AJ'C. 1304 . 
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4 ]~. \V. HU'l'CllJNStlX. 

'fhe attempt at Sillgon~ mHlml in shipwrm:k :tllll di~mslt'l'; 11111 

Phaulkon was so suecessfnl in :tppo1~siug tlw ,":iittlltc:i'it: I'm· But'wlhj''i-i 

participation in the gnn-rnnning Y<mtme, t.lmL Lltto. lnLh:t· JHH'HliLLud 
him to accept an offer of service with Lhu Hi;tlllt'.Hl', !.rusting t!Jm·uhy 
to benefit by his help in uegoti1ttinp; Uw llltsilll'i'ii'i nl' Llw !•:nglisl1 

merchants with the 'l'reasury. 1 

Since he died in 1G81:l, his wl10lu poriud oi' ~;erdet• with Lht• 

Sia,rnese cannot have exceoclOll eight yunz·s, dul'iug which Li1ue ht: rost: 

from the humble position of clurk to tho 'J'z·uns\lt'j' t() tim!'. of King's 

favourite and dictator of .SiameHe policy. 
Correspondence between th u Agents of Ll ze East India Uolll

pany in India ttnd in Siam whi<)h lms been puhli:-;lwd iu ,1 Hl't:od 
of Relations leaves no doubt :tbont tho eynieal opptH'Luuislll \1-hieh 

he adopted in ot·der to eonsolillato tlw p<mitiuu in tho King\; ftt\ tl\ll', 

which he if! said to have wou urigi1mlly by uxposiug Lliu l'rawlult!JWt' 

of certain Indian 1\:IolmuunodtLn contmeturs tu tlw Cottl't. 

Having attained :mproute powu1', he lalnJlll't~tl to et~ztsut'\'t'. iL 

by means of the u.llimwe with :Fraueu whieh Kiug l''m NttnLi Wlti'i 
anxious to. conclude. 

As negotiator :fot• 8iulll wiLh lt'mueu, lw m111u inLn ecmllieL 
with the .French Amhi.tHCJador <lc Olu.tmrHmt2 aJHl Ll1o Envoys Lu, 
Loubere and Oeberet,~ who had bohiwl thmll Llw lll()l'!d suppol't Ill' 
the French Missionaries. He clitJregaJ.•del1 tlw.ir antipaLhy, ltowtJ\'tW, 

r~lying upon his relations with the Jusnits to uminLtdn IJiH p:iJHtlurit.y 
with the French Oomt. 

_He was thus tempted to tt1ko ::~ides with Llw ,Jo::~uiLs in tlwir 

long-stttnding quarrel with the Bishop u.nd IIWiubot'H of Llw Ji'I'l\11<~11 

Foreign Mission which will be discussed in this pttper 

'l'he Jesuits4 conve1·tcd him from tho Augli<mu f1titll, which 
he had acquh·ed dming his u,ssoeiation with the English, to Catho
licism. One of their number, Fr. 'l'ttclntnl, wruto tm eulogy ttl)() ttL 

him which I have not seen. It u,ppears to hu,vo foruwcl the subjocL 

of Fr. d'Orleans' account of his lifo: "lTistui'l'i! cle N. Uonstancr!" 

l. :i\1:. E. lac. cit. 
-~---· -------·-·--·----...... ~-·- .. -·,.·----·-·-~-···----- ·-·-···~ 

2. de Ohoisy's memoires-See LftLUmy. 
3. Laniel'. 
4, Vat. Arc. OtcJ•pegna 32. 
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publi.<Jhecl in 1690, Lts well tts of the English version contained in 
Ohn?·cldll's Yoyages 1 tlmler the title "A fnll a.nrl t?"tW Relation of 
The st?·ange aml 'luonderf1~l Revolution ~uh'ich oo£"1.L?"i'ecl 'ln 1'he Kinu
dom of Sicmn." 

Among the archives of the Fl'ench Foreign M.ission in Paris 

is rt mttnuscript conb1ining: the protest of an English Catholic contcm

pontry of Plutulkon, against the distortions of the truth which the 

Jesuit'H eulogy contained. 'The gm1-nmning incident was suppressed, 

aH Wt1H natmal during Plutnlkon's life-time-the Hhip-wrock, with 

which it ended, being l'epresented us occuning in India, and as the 

lH'fllucle to a miracnlmm meeting with a Siamese nobleman, also 

victim o£ a. shipwreck, who is represented 11s tho author of Phaul

kon's rise to favour at tho Siamese Court in return Jor asHistance 

then rendered to him by Phaulkon. 

Fr. 'l.'horna,2 the Portuguese JeRuit who ofi'ectml Ph11ulkon's 

eonversion, refers to the disorderly life of tho convert prior to his 

entry into the Catholic Ohmch : this reference lends some weight to 

the asRol'tion ot the EngliRh Catholic that hiR conversion and marriage 

were the price Phaulkon lHtd to pay to sati::;fy the leading memberf! 

of tho PortugueHe community at Ayut'1u., 11mrmg whom he waH then 

living, for hi~:; earlier sexual irregulttrities in their midst. 

In any cttso, Phanlkon appears to hn ve adopted his new faith 

with all t.he provorbin,l ileal of the convert, rnwMding the Jesuits, 

who eonverted him, with the wttl'Hl n.nrl loy1Ll feelings which l!e 

evinced for King P'm Narai, George White, 11nd Bmnaby-all of 

whom he regarded l.l.8 his benefactors. 

It will be necessary to go lmck twenty yearR, to 1662, the 

year when the fhst ]'french Misf!ionaries landed in Siam, in order to 

appreciate the circumsto.nces which caused estrangement bet·ween the 

.Jesuits and the French Missionaries. 'rhis estrangement explains 

how it was that Plu1ulkon, as the champion of the J esuit.r.;, found 

himself in constant opposition to the Frenchmen with whom he had 

to deal, when ·working to achieve his Master, P'ra Narai's, ambition 

for an alliance with Louis XIV, then at the zenith of his power. 

l. vol. viii, p. 95. 
2, Vat. Al'C, Carpegno. 32, . . 
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eoincide<l with the eloHing of .Japan t,o f!il'l'ig'lll'l'H, had L\l'!l 1'<!1-atlt.s: 
TJntil tho sccolHl lmll' of tlw XVJHh <·on(,nry. nil t.lw C:tthuli<~ 

1\fi:-1si01m in tho En.Rt wct·e 11mlnr Pnrt.ngnosn prot,Petinu tLtH.l t.lw f!l!'i'

.<~onnd waR cmnpor-;od Hminly ol' Pol't11g'llPHP :Ltl!l Spania.rcl:-;. 
'l'ho pionem·H wet·e tll!\lllhut·s ()r t.lw ,-tLI'ion:-; t·eligiuttH ur<lut·:-;, 

chief :tmono· whom wore th1\ ,)u.<mitR, \rho folhlll'ml in tho stc•p:-; ol' 
"' Fr11ncis ?;:wier, tho Spn.uish apo:-;Llo of the EnHt fmlil'H (liifHi-52) nntl 

eo-fonndet· of the Jesnit. Or<h\t' \l'ith Ignatin:-; Lnyoln, tmntilwr 
Spanittrd, who:-;o acqnaintaueo lw tttarl!• when thny wore: :-;ttulr•nt.s 

together [tt the Uni verHity of Pttl'ifl. 1 

FmnciR Zn,vier founded Misflions not only in the PortngtWR!! 

I1Hlies, ((Joa, Malncen, etc.) hnt nlHo in .Jnpt1ll, and !lied Jtetll' ("Jtwtun 
in n,n n.ttempt to enter Chinn. Dnring the ettrly yc:M'I-\ ol' thn X VTith 
ceutnry hiR followet'H ::;prmtrl on;l' the Indn-Chines1~ puuimmltt, :mel 
when P'm N:u-tti ettmo to the throne of Sinm tlwt·o worn .TPRniLR :tR 

well a,s Dominic:1ns est:tbliKhe<l in the Portugnoi-lo eolony at A~rCtt.'la. 

'l'hey wm·e :1lso pt·eHent in Cambodia, Cochin-Chin~t. Tonkin, an!l ill 

pn.rtR of Chiwt. 
The ,Je::;niLK had l:tbourerl in .Tttptm with eonr-;iclet•ttlJit~ :-;tH~r~PHH 

fur 100 yearR, J'rom the midclle of tho XVHh to thn Jlliddl(\ ol' [;!Ju 

X VITth Century. 
Arthur Lloy<l, in his "Cfreed of H~tlj' Jopun" Kt1,\'R Llmt 

"11t. ih-st they wel'e wrLt:mly weleomed for the t'eni-lon that wiHH't\\·c\J' 
"the prim;tfl went, the mm·chants followed with gmtH n.nd implmttmltH 
"Qf war dear to 11 Wt1rlike people." Owing to the inlhwtwu whielt 
they gained in the early yoa.rs, the Shognns Nohnnagn nncl J·I idnyrmh i 

made use of them to counter-b:1lance the intolemnt Hnr:t of Uw 

Nichirenist BudclhiRtR. In consequenee, they 1Jecatno nnpopuln.t· with 
the Bndclhists ·who Rnpported the Shogun in penwenting t.hmtt when 
he no longer ha.d. use for thoir services. Ln.tut· on, when Ieymnitsu 
decided to banish all foreigners from Japan, he had the support of 
the merchant clas:,;es who favoured the exclusion of fore.ign goods 
from Japan, and the foreigners who sold them hav.ing lon.rnt to 
imitatQ these goods successfully in J apttn itAelf. 

Nevertheless, nn appreciable number of converts had been 

made to Christianity, and the persecution of Chrifltians, which 
·------

1. Fiillop Muller. 

"' 
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.lnpttlHJ~o Chri~tinns m11igmte<l to neighboming countries, ttJHl in 

HCllllC Ol theRe la.ndR C011VCl'tS WOl'tl snhjr.cte<l to It meaHlll'C Or 
l'CRt.raint. 'l'hmm resnltR, emnbino<l wit!J thu ex:pnlRion Ol the 

Catholics hom 1\frthtcert upon itR crtptmo hy the Dntch in 1641, 

. impre:-;st;d t.hH CatholieR in the East with the nc1eesRity for inereaRed 

cffm·t in the miRsion fieltl. 

ln lG52 n, Fronch .Jesnit, JJanwd ]i't·. AlnxanJer of Hhocles, came 

home to pleatl ttt Rome for t•cinf:ot·ecnwnts. l'ope Innocent X 

imltl-ncte<l hirn to sen.mh fol' Rnita,blc Ctl.nrlidatuR. He tliRcovered throe 

in Fn1nee, MM. Pigne, Ln.vnl de Mornorcncy rtnd Pallu, t1 Canon of 

St. Mrtrtin'R or 'l'om'R, '!'he Popo wishutl for ltll international corps, 

bnt only French crtnrlidatoR wore forthcoming. Eithm· for tl!iH 

renson, nr on rtcconnt of .Te~uit opposition, the AelwnH~ was choppecl, 

ltllll Fr. Alexrtnder Wtl.S sent oft' to Pen;ilt by tho hea<l of' hiH 0l'Cler. 

Cttnon Pnlln, however, continnecl his Hettrch nndm· tlw reig·n of: 

the next Pope, Alext:tnder VfT, to whorn he received nu introdnetion 

from thn French Ct11'<1inn,l Bagny. Iu Hi5!l, CJt1non Pttlln'.'l ofl'nrts 

woro t·ewnrrlml hy the l'onndntion ol' tho Feench Fol'eign 1\f is

s inn nncl lJy his consu<~mtion ItA Bi~hop ol' lluliopoliH rtwl Victtl' 

Apostolie of 'l'nnkin aml thn ncig-hho111·ing provinc:m; of Chirm. 

'f'lw MisRion hen<lqnttrL<:t'~ nt P11riR an~ still on tlw origirml site in 

t,!te Rno cln lhe, on thn Konth hank tht\ Roinu, nottl.' tlw IYORt t~wl o!' 

Hon1cwru·r1 St. Om·nutin, ttnd clnRtm· t•nnml 1\T gr. P<tlln's <wigin:tl hlodc, 

behind which iR rt lttrgt~, sharly gn,l'<le11. 'l'lw impi'ORsion wl1ir:h tltis 

phwe lll!tde upon me clming my fl'oqnont viHit.c; to it in 8eptmnlw~· 
1 ~J3l wn,H t!tn,t 11 tmdition of: rmHtm·e rlevotion to Uw Fnith Htill H11l'

vi\'eH thel'l~ in an 11ge when these q11!1litieR nre not comn1on in Em·opo. 

The inRtitntion of: a purely French 1\'TiRRion depm1t1ing upn11 n 

revenue rn,iRml principally in Fra.nce wns 1tn imlO\'Ittion nnL t:mtiroly 

S!ttisfactm•y Er·mn tlHl intern11tionrtl point of vi!nV either oE B.ome m: 

of the Jesuits, whose influence in the direction of Rmwm poliey wo.s 

growing, although it was less stl'(mg in Fmnco in Hi.J8 than it wru:; 25 

yo11t'H later at the tin1e of the Frt1nco-Siamese negoti:1tionR, w1wn the 

Jesuit Fr. Ltt Chaise w11s Louis XIV's confesRor, and the Cnm·t wM 

dominated by Madame rle M11intenon's pro-.Jestlit cliqne.1 

l. Sisley Huddleston, 
• 

I 
I 
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E. w. Hll'J'(:fllXSO\'. 

In lfl80, HonH12 ntLPntptP<l to in!·.t•ntnl ionali~t· t 111' :\!issillll J,r 
rcquirino· every MiKRicnmry Lo :u:<•t:pL tin• Kll]ll't'lllHI:_\' 111' t l11: l'npt• n1'1'1' 

all t,em
1
7m·nl powm'R in tht• <le.sprd.eh :Lncl <:l)llll'lll 111' \[ i'l~·dun.s. bn.t 

Rhirked the prrtctieal ('Olll'Kt'. or linHJI(•ing it.. All t lwt f{, I! !It' ('!lll( 1'1-

bntecl to the Foreign 1\fiRsinn \l'fLR :t ht·g'.l.(ill'l,\' :tllmnlllt'l' od' I ,000 
eeURH per lt11llllll fm· ::.:mne ymLl'S np {.o I (iS!f; and td' this S\1111 .j.()() t'•!'llS 

wn~ rLllottecl fol' the mn.i ntenance of fnm· Fl'illH' i s<'llllS md I i 11 g· in ~ in111 

for an opportunity of: proc:mHling to China. 
'l'he hmlget'~ h·tww<1 hy l\lg1'. Palin nlltJLt•·d l'r·. l.OIHJ It• :1 

BiRhop, fro. 500 for :t gmopean 1\fisRionnr,\', l'r·. :UiO !'or rt nat i \'!' :\! iR

sionary rLnd ft•, GO for a college 1mpil. ( Hc•<:kquing l'r. ~r, lu Llll' £. 

fr. GOO for a gnroperLn Missionnry is t•qnindt'ltL (o t.h" J.::W JH>l' atllllllll 

Itt whieh Nfr. Fit~ Neerllmm \\':ts ongagurl in I tii I ],,,. tl~t· l<::tsl· India 

Coy. aR nn nccmmto.nt with solllO skill in limlw!'illl.!; and <·1<1('1\ "'"''": 
while 'rhomat~ Copping, Cm·:tL<\ of WauHt<Hl, mt!-!:tllntL<·d Ll11• ClrnplnitH:.y 
of: Bo.ntnm in lfi7fl with ttrl mnolnnHmL oi' .J.:;)() pt·r· :tlllllllll, ll'lii<'!t 

may he eompltred with £.'10 nllottocl t.u !L Frnrwlt Bblwp.l 
Dnring the otwly ymtT'H ol' the 1\fiR!lion, Loui>~ X l \' <:ordo~·illltl.l'tl 

] ,000 ecnR yno.rly (fr. 5,000) lmt tlw grant lt]lJll~ILl'S Ill lrn\'t• 111'1'11 di;;

continuerl after tho death nr tJro pimH\I'J'H. 

Another difficmlty whieh confrnntnd Llw Pttpuc.:y in snndin11ing 

the organiAation or thu Feuneh Fol'nign 1\I iRsion 1\'tl H (.hi' llllt it Jllllf·l~d 

claim or l)ortugal, bn::.:od npon Papal cloet.'O(.\S of Llw X vI Lh ( ~l'llLtll',\'. 

tq, the right or visa OVCl' ltll Czttltolie rn·it•HLK in t.ltt) Easf.. It. 1\'llH 

hoped that by giving to the lenders of tlw J?t.·ew:h l\1 issiou Llt1~ titln 

of Vico.rs Apostolic, responsible clit·octly to Lho Pop<~ hi11n-:ull', Hottll' 

would avoid a clo.sh with LiHborl. F'Ol' Lltu sntn•i t'£•nson, Lt•t'l'itm·ial 

titles wm·e withhelr1 fl'olll tire Bisho]H'ies t,o whi<dt Lltn lnad<q's ol' 

the French MisAion were pt·omoterl: in tho pl:w.e o\' (·,£·t'l'it.t n·ittl tiLl<~s. 

the titleR of: tho ancient Bi~:dwpricR of AHin Minol' wet·e t't'\'i n•rl ft•otrr 

tho obli don into which they had l1tpsecl fL thonR!tlHl yl'.n.t·s hi!!' ore, 
when overthrown by the fil'st wave of Mohrtmtll<\cbw eotH[ll<\AL. 

·--·--·-----¥"~"-··-···· 

2. FDl'mnln, Tm•flmenti 0. d 0.-1.0. TT. 1 7.fi,!.tiG. 
il. Prop. Fid. Scr. H.ef. II. 4A0-1. 
4. Ln.nnay. p. 108. 
5. LO. London to Bn.ntam. 21 Sept. lfi7l. 
G. , OJVL 29. Dec. Hi7G, 



Unfot·tunrttely these\ l\Xpnrlionts wm·e umwu,iling to ;;pare 

tlw snRceptihilitim; n[' Portug·1tl, whi<:h waR !L <lepcmdenuy of the 

lH.JWerfnl Spanish '.l'lmme l'rom 1581 until ] 665; noithet· <lid they 

pln.ertte tho .Jmmit.s who, h~r reason of UJPiJ• origin, wet·o intimately 

HHHilC:ifLterl wit,h Rpnin. Or1lm·s wot·e iss1w<l in Lishon ill .June H161 

tlutL tlw F'rnncl1 HiRhopR wcl'f~ to hu :u'l'lJHkd whenwer till\\' wer1~ 

fonncl in Pm-t.ngnese territory in t.hc E:<st, an<.l thttt. tho~• were to lw 

sent home to 11uswer for thoi1· fn.i]nJ·n t.o oht.rtin thn King· of Pol't.ngitl's 

i'mnetion hefm·o they left Europe. 

It mts thus in the faco of imminent opposition tlmt t.he liJ.,~(. 

tl11'l:e fiol1l-workors set ~n.il f!'~ltl ~I:trFwilles on 27t.h 1\m·J·. ·1 (JnO. 1 A 

slow Yoyrtg·e mnml t.he 1\{eclib~l'l'anen.n pm·ts hronght. Lll<\JJ\ Ln Ale

x:tn<lret.trt in 4.:~ d:ty~. li'J'Olll Alexnndl'et.trt they tJ·:wolkd o\·erlan<l 

·1<iu Alleppo to Bn.g<htl, where tlwy l'oste<l 12 cby~ hul'ore proeel\<ling 

to Rasrn nt tho hertel of: tho Pm·sittn On I 1'. Tl1t.1 nnn·ln.n<l jom·nny 

1'1·mn tlw M oclitmT;1nettn to tlw PuJ·siftJJ nn!J: neenpin<1 2~ months: it. 

w:ts then Apl'il, and t.hore wtt.'l nil pt•ospmlt ol: finding n flhip for Tndin 

nntil the ell<l of tlw S. \V. Monsoon i11 Octoh<~J·. '!'hey therefon\ 

fille<l in tho six months or onforcod clelt1y hy taking t1 trip np to 

lflpn.lHtn and 1lnwn from thor<! to Ormn;, nt the month of the PerflittJJ 

Unli', where n, ye:11' nl'tm· leaving· li'l'ttJteo they uJnhnrkerl on 1111 

EngliAh flhip I'1)J' Snmt twniding Gott, with its t.ltl'Olti; or Pcll'tugnese 

emnity. '!'Ito jom'1wy onwlancl no ross lnclitt f1·om ~nmi; to M ftHn liptttmn 

took 4J drty~; them tt month'R sn.il round tlHJ Jhy ol' Rong·rtl 1ll'ongb t 
thOill to the Si!tltiOHO pol't or 1\'f ergni on 2P.th April 1 (J!l2. 

'l'hn prtrt.y eonRiRtecl ol' Pe(;er L!tmhrwt clo ln. Mottn, Bislwp ol' 

Hel'ytnR ttwl Vietti' Apostolic fol' Coc:hi1J-Ohinn. nn1l lh·B prodncPK 

ol' Chilht, .Jn,mcs de Honrges ttncl li'J'a,neis Dcydier, prinstfl. 

'l'wo yeMs late!', do Bomges wrotc12 tlutt. their original in

tention wns to discmhal'k at Syri11rn in Bnrmn, and mrtke theil· way 

into Chinn. ?Ji{(. the Trt·n.wrtdcly nnd n, m:weh or 25 da.yR fl'Olil Ava to 

the Ynruutn frontiel'. 'rhis phn was l'enclcred impnwtieahlo hy the 

inenl'sion of ChineAo troops into Bmmtt in pmsuit of ,'lurvivOJ'R 

l. ]i'ol' the Jonmey, see M. ]!J. I 21. p. G2(i; 87(i. p. 117. & Yoy((.ye 
de jifyr. rle lJC?·yte 1 2 7. 

~~ ~~CE, 209, p. 13 . . ~ 
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of the Ming clytu~sty, who, nJt.er their OXJ.mlsion h~· t.lw ~l:ttlehu:-;, l1nd 
. CJ • 1 

been n,llowecl to settle nt ,:Jagamg. 
The prtrty therefore chnnge!l its ohjeeti\'1' l't·•Hil ( ~hin:t h• 

Cocbin-China, whieh they proposed to nmdt 1•io Nirtnl. '!'It" jnnrnt\\' 

ft·nm :Mergny to Ayut'lrt wns deiltyed l1y an neeidt\ltL t.u Lilt• Bisltop's 

!lng-ont, \\~hieh canght on it stutg while :tseending thn Iii t.ln 'l'Pu:tsst~t·illl 
rivet· to ,Tnlingn,, n,ncl sank with thn luggn,gu. Most. ol' tht• enst•s 

\\'L~ru recovered, bnt the paKspm:ts wore lost rttHl lk Rtlmg<·s had ltt 

retnrn to rl'mmssel'im in order to ohti»in new ones. On rt•:ttdlin.!.:· 

tlw Gnlf of Siam, they wet•e ohligwl to trnmp up tlw l'llnsC 

:LS rn.I' <tR Pctchrthnri bel'ore finding lL i>cmt to emt\'t:y Uwltl f.ll 

AyiH'1rL, where they landed in the Portngnese sot.tlunwnL n y••tu· :ttld 

ninn monthA ttfter leaving France. 

The tlmLl Ata,ge of the jonrney to Coeltin-Chilm hnd t.u l11~ 

ttlw.ndoned owin~: to tho nmost which tlwn prevnilt•d in thn lttwl!-l !11 

tho caRt of Simn. Ever Ainee lGSl the Annnmitus l11td IH•t\11 inLt•l'

l'twing in the nffttil·s of: Camhodia. They depns<:tl ib-1 King, l:nntrL 

'l'hnp~ley Chttn, iu 1059 hec•1Use he lm<l tttlopLr.t11VTolmtrtmPdnnisnl,:! 

ltnd nvet'rttn tho Mokhong delt<L, which is now ktHl\1'11 ns Coc~h i 11-< :1r inn, 

though that name wttB then confinerl to whn,t is now i\ llllltlll.:! 

'rho "French 1\TisRionn,ries thet•td'on: fonnd thmnscd VI.'S HLr:tud•·d 

n.t. Ayi'tt''ln, luwing been clefloctecl ft·om thoit· first nl~jodi\'t: h,\' f,l"lltd•

los in Bnt·mit, ttnd from theit• seeoml one by mu·est, in CitllllHHli:t. 'l'ltnH 

t.h~ir Aettlmnent in Siam wn,A quite nnpt't\mc:rliLrtto<L 

At Ayut'1a t.hey were wtelcomurl hy ttm l'ortngm:so :utd 11111~ 

Spanish prieKt whom they fmmcl serving a. Cln:iKtir,n cotnllllllrit.y 

eHtimaterl rtt 2,000 Annis. 'rhe elevun priests inelutlerl !'om· ,) n:-nti1.H, 

twn Dominictms, two Frrtncise.~ns rLncl tht·ue ordin:u'Y Jll'iusts. 

'l'he French visitors wen1 unftwonrfLhly iwpt'l:lKSII<l lJy till\ ltwk 

of evmtge]istic effort shown by this Jnrge hody uf eeelesiltBLies: 

nnfortnmt~ely they made the mistn,ke ol' showing their feelingH openly. 

vVe rerttl :;) "1\Igr. Lttmhert'R zen] led him to arlvise his hosts of 

'' ctwt~in fll~ort.eomings; whereupon they imt1ginecl that they wm'H 

l. 

1,!. 

See nJso Sir Geo. Seott. "B1l1'1J1.n". 

Mnspero. "Un empi-;•e colon·ialfranrnis," 
1\f. E. Y. p 490. 
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"immltml, :tn<l with onu ae<\Or<l tlucidntl to hre:tk off friun<lly rel:ttions 

"wit.h t.lu•tn." 

Jn onrly lifu :Mgr. Latnhert hatl praetiRt\tl ar-; n. lutn·iHb~t· nt 

Honen, nml thiH tt·niniug nHty hn.re tnmpted II im to tmtm· into <hng;ci·

ons cliscussionH. His pnrtrnit rovealH :t fiery mttnre. A !thong h 

1\lgr. P~tlln wrotu of him that" while fenrluss, ho knew whm1 to yield 

":t point, :mel Wl1s n, pttst-IIHtster in finding 11 way ronnel ft thorny 

"subject," yet, to judge by rmmlt:-; no less than by the ndviec which he 

recPiYed \'rom P:triA "not. to try to rwhieve tho impossible by tt g·mwral 

"l{,ufot·nu:l.tion," thcl'f\ <•.:tn he little donbt tlw,t he appi'Oiteher1 t.he Pm·Cn

gm•st" i 11 thn spirit of 11 ze1dot mther than of :t Rtn,tusma.n. 

L::t1lllf\V considers tlmt mttional n.nti pathy was nt the t•uoL of 

thn Ll'onbli!, tmeing itR Ol'igin to tho n,nomalmm pl'ivilegeH ncrm·r1cr1 

to PorLngal in t.lw preending euntmy. Fr. Vneliot Httys tlutt auy 
l'c\ftmmce to the power of his Sovm'L\ign in the hearing of fL Pm·

LngHeKu wns snltieinnt provoe:ttioH to im;piro hilll to c~omHtit. twts nf 

phy::;ieal Yinlenco in <ll'der to sust[],in his proof: of it. 

Wlmbwc\r eh~t~lCP LlH\ Frrmeh might hn \'t\ ha<l of winning 

friends in th<~ Pnrtngnese Rottlemnnt \\'ltH loKt iri'l)lJftl't1bly in neecm

bot• I GG2, wiLl tin tht•ou months ol' Lhoil' arrived, wlwn the Portngner;c~ 

l'eceiverl from O<m n r~opy ol' tho mdet'R i'l'Om LiRlJon fot• the n.I'l't:HL· 

ol' ]i\·tmeh Bi~-;hops ronntl in PortngueRo LOI'l'itory. 

Bishop L:tmlwrt ha<l got wind of thofw m·dm·s clnring his 

jmli'IIny, nnrl t.lw knowlerlgu of thmn nmy not luwo dispoHod hint Li> 

ht\ pntient wit.h Uw itllo priustK wholll ]10 ronm1 in Ayl"tt'1n.. [n :wy 

en,HL\ the ftl'l'i\'ttl of: thnsu cmlers rtddncl fnol to tlw iiTitn.tion with 

whir~h the i<llm:H rngnrclecl tlw Ilnwt:omc:n;, 'l'hu Htm·m of oppol::lition 

hoeonw RO Atrong in Deem\\ bel' I O!i2 Lhnt the tln·eo ]i'nmelnnen ronml 

it Jll'ndonli to llllJVe itel'Oss the rivc:r mHl aeeopt the hoHpitrdit.y oH'ert\d 

them by the Dutch merelmutH, who wnmwl then to expeet violonc:o 

from their lnte hm;tR. 
1 While shelte1·ing in the Dnteh SettlcmcnL, the 1\iisHiono..ries 

<1i.seoyerecl Komc Ohristinn refugees hom Jap<tn liYing in the ~~cljacent 

l. M. E. i. p. 4~. 

, 2Ml , l :l. 
,, v. , 190. 
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.Tttpnnese qwtrtoJ·, m1cl cli,·idnd Uwit· time hctwemt ministrettions to 

these t·nfngoes ami a stucly of Annumito in prepnrntion for t.heie 

jolll'noy to Coehin-China. 

'!'hen' W!\.K ttn AmunuitA settlt~uwnt due WPSt of tho Portu

grwse, \\'ith n. rivet• fJ•tmt.ago facing the south shore of Ayi'\t'la island. 

[Jere thn Fnmel111wn fnnnrl a lllllllhm· of Christinn fetmilies who lmd 

mnigmted to Ayl'tt'la: these Annmnites invitecl them to settle in 

tlwir midst. rrhey nccordingly moved 0\'Cl' ft'Oin the Dutch to tbe 

Anmtmite quarter, where they !milt n bamboo chapel at Ban Plahet, 

nf•ar t.lw sitn of tlw ltttm· perJmtnent lmildings, arnong· the t·uiml of 

which Rt.nndH the modt~rn Ctttholie Chmch ltt Ayl'tt'1n. 

Jn October 166:1, nftot· an nhortive nttempt to t'c.mch Cochin

Chimt, Bishop Lnmhe1-t uespatchecl clo BourgoN to Home with an 

apjwttl fell' ~:~nppoi'L ttgainHt Portngn<'Hn ohstrnction which at time.'l 

de1·eloped itJto opmt threat.R of Yiol en co. Yachet 1 in fact describes 

rt Biwagn dcfinnet~ hnrlcd u.t thu Bishop hy it yonng Portuguese 

nobleman, whoFH1 noisy tht•entoning·R RO onmged the .Anntunites thnt 

they ehn,sml him down Htl'et"LI~t rmd c~ompullerl him to Reek :;lwltnt· 

with his f't·iemls. 

'l'hroe montlm lntet·, on 27lih .Jnnnm·y 16f3'1•, .Bishop Pnllu 

arrived in Ayi'tt.'Ytt, bringing with him it lttyman, cle Ohamessou 

:md f'om· Jl!Ol'G prinAts, Ohevl'enil, HttinqueH, Brinclen,u and Lanen,u. 

'l'he two fm·mm· h:td left Pmncc in Snptembm· l6Gl .in eompany with 

Bishop Cottolendi who diocl in Inrlin, len.ving- them stmnclerl then! 
' until Bishop Pl1lln piekcd them np . 

Bishop Pnlln deei<1ed to estl1hlish the uastem head qnartc.rs of 

thn 1\fission at Ayi'Lt'ta, which n.ppc\aled to him aH n convenient 

r.nntt·r. front which to direct missionary eff'or(; in Burma, Cochin

Chiun and South China a1:1 well a.'l in the provinces of Siam. From 

1664 onwardA the ]l't•cncl't l\Hssion took dclinite root in Siam. Bishop 

Palin l'etm~ined fm.· tt year at Ayttt'In. orgitniHing the establishment 

and ondcavoming to effect 11 truce ·with the Portuguese u.ncl Jesuits, 

who relented to t.he extent or inviting the French clet·gy to take part 

in a Lentorn procession and later on twcepted the Frenchmen's 

invitation to support them at the first annual festival or the Mission 

1. M.E), 110. p. 58, 
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on JoHeph's dt~y-Liw Mif:lsion htwing ttL1opLed Lhe munu ul' Llwir 

lit·f:lt convorli, Jo:seph. 

The l'oc<mcilialiiun \\'t~K not pemmnent. AfLer BiHhop Pa.llu's 

dcprtrture, tLgents1 from the Archbishop of Gm~ ftrrivccl tLt Ayilt'1n, 

twd actmtlly exeutumunicttlicd Bishop LtLtnhert fur eunducting a eoll

fit·mation in the Dominican church u.t tho roque:;;L or thu DutuiuiC!Ml 

F11Lher;;, It then became apptHeut tlmt uo petTeD euulLl t~x.isL until 

the Pope cxttctoclrespcct from Portngu11l for hh; owu chosen t'Ll[ll'l'

:-;entatives-the Apostolic Vicm·;;. 

Bislwp Palln spout eight yeMs <tway ft·otn •'-'iatu, returHiug 

Ll1ere from Europe for the seeuml time in 1!)70, tmnod with a Pttpal 

Jecroe of Llw 7UJ November l(j(j[) which nuthol'isod Lhe ViearH Lo 

perform all upi:,;copttl funetion.-; in tLll bmb outsido Europe w bic:l1 

wen: nut subject Lo the rule of C11tholic pL'inces. En~u thi:-; was lluL 

imrnecli11tely effective; for the General of the Jesuit 0l'der deh~yed 

until 1674 before issuing orders that t~ll Jecmits Hhould ~-;ubmit them

Helve:-; to the l'apttl Vicu.n;, Iu the stttrtu yeu.L', l\Igr. Palln l1t1d tJ11' 
misfortune to fall into the l·mnds of tbn SpELnish u.uthodtie::; in the 

Philippines t1s the result, of tL shipwreck which hu rnd. with on his 

'i'i1y to trtke up work in Tonkiu. He wtis :->ent in ebttil1s· to guropo 

oiu, :Moxie~ u,nd only released as t1result of r-;trong L'epi·esei1tu.tions from 

Pf~~·iR l~nd H.orne t.u Uw Comt at lVIu.chid. The ill-mit~go 'mutecl out to 

Mgr. l)ttllu 1Jy hi:; unumicH only :;ervecl tu convince Llw. l'opu u[ Llw 

necll for yet :;trungur aetiou in order to cnl'IJ Lhc cltd nu; of Purtngi'd. 

On his third t~JH1 lt~Ht visit to Sitllll in 1()~2, Bi;;hop Pttl!n 

bronghli with hint the text of the IttnJon:; Oath2 whieh tltu Pope 

<mlot·ecl hi:; Vict~l'H to administer to every pl'icHt in their diocese, 

ttcknuwleclging the ;;ole right uf Homo to dmopt~Lc]J J\h~sions, aud 

l'equiring tdl pl'icHts to ubtt~in the Vicm·'s Httndion lmforo oflicittting. 

'J'hi:-i ordor plaecd the l'ul'tugumw u,ml Jo~;nit pricRts in Siam 

rleiiuitely nmler the control of tho Fnmeh Bishop iu Ayitt'ta: it wa:-; 

not gl:oJly tLeeeptcd. 'l.'lwro at·u l'eforences to rtn t~ ttumpt on the pnl'L 

of two Donlinimtni:l to \Vl'iggle out of taking the Ottth on the score of 
---····---------

l, JJitlllltloj lJ• 1(}, 

2. Q. d'O. loc. C'i·t. r,GJJpendix. 
,. 
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non-perimtneut residutH~,; in .Sia111; oil mw oi~(·,a:-;iuii Bish''\' I ,:tiH'illl 
1 

was repriwnndeJ by ltolllil fur !Jt>,l'llliLLing tL ,} I!SIIiL (,,' Jll'lll'f,h,o· i 11 

8iruu for n :;hurt ti111e without tttking the O:tth; lntc~I' 1111, wl"~'' 111· 
was held bostatfu hv the .Sittlllol:ie l'or tho t•etlll'll ul' Ll11~ ship-; :tud 

' 0 J 

SinllieHc hostnges Lttkell by tl1e depttt·Ling Ft•eJH:.it g'tLI'l'isoll, lw ''''!'""!· 
ed to ltome how vtLrions Portuguese priests :L\':tikrl Cht'liiSI'\''''·" 11l' 

IIiH c.mptivity, tu flout tlw Pope's :tnL1IOl'ity.1'1 

Yet tLllutlter iust:Llloe of tlw gmdging :;nlnui:-~siunol' lh" ,l,~sllif s 

i:-:~ the u:-~e which they umillJ of: theit· eoll\'el't Plmnlku11 tu lttaligu Uw 

French 1\fissionaries. A Je~-;nit, 'l'ucluml, Cltl'J:ied Ph:tulk,•u's :l!t-tlln

ramlum2 to the Pope writtull iu J':tnum·y J 08,"\, tL tittLe \\·ltidt Jn:t,r Ill' 

regttrded as the cnlmill!ttiug point in Llw I(IHLl't'el lwL\\·m~ll LhL· ri,·a I 

factiotH:J tLHIOllg the C:ttholicH in Siam. Befm·e Llw I.'Ittl ul' tllltl· .Y'~Ill', 

Phaulkou, th0 J'mmit'H protege, !tad lJeen extJeuted a11d t.l11~ FI'!HU:il 

Missimmrics itupriHoucd :tl:i hostages foe the g:Ll'l'il:ioll, nnd in dang•~'· 

of their liveH. 
Jt wtts only in the fneo of tlwHe ttd ven;itiu~:~ I .Ill huLl! sidus (.JJaf. 

It better feelillg ttt lttl:it peemilecl. l~'roill Ids priHon, Rislwp LiLlll\illl 

wa:o able to write Lo H.orne hiH grateful recognition of the H,YIIlJHLLIJ,\' 

ancl help atlorded hirn by the beail of t.l'w Jesuits i u ::)inw, Fl'. :\Tal
c.lomLto. 'l'his Father'11 owr~ letter confinns it. iJ 

If only this l:itLme good feeling httd oxil:itud 1.1 yctLI' u1· t.\l'o 
earlier, the history ur the Feeuch ~Ldventtu·o iu Sittlll ruig·ht lm\'e ht~nlt 

v~1·y ditl'erent. 

For the fi1·st 1om yctu·s u.ftct· 1\Jgr. Pttlln':; fin:t \'i:-;iL, ~3i~·d 111 p 

Lambert consolid!tted hi:; position in Ayiit'1tt with Lhu ol' help llf hiH 

:;i:s: Pl'iests. .Between the yettl'i:l l ()()R u.ml 1Gts4 no leHH thttli !t2 no\\' 

recruits 11rrived togethot· with two ln.ymen wlto Hen·ed fur :t shui'L 

"' tirne, de Gba,me::;Hon tts .Bm·stLl', auc.l Hene Clmrbonnoan ttH J >ueLw·. 

One uou-Frenchmau, Antouio Pcre11 is mcutionecl-tlw son oi' 11 Pol'· 

tngnese hom South Iudi!L. 
---- -----~--------_, ___ ,_ ----

1. 1"1·op. i<'id. Sel'. Ref. IV. 2G8. 
la. Appendix. p. 21. 
2. Vn.t. Al'ch. C!H'pogu:t 32. 
3. Pl'op. Fid. SCI'. Hef. V. 104. 
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h:ovincial HLt~LionR, u:1clt with itH Uhmch :mel Rebuul were 

lll'PIIetl tLL 1'r•·ttU·881Wi:m. ILIH1 fJnlcel in the south, Lo[JIJn'l'i. iu Hi7B, a.t 

Bu.uylwk in Hi74, Pi/s,qmlu!.: in J G75 with 11 l·mb-Httttion ttL 8i'Lk'ul'ui.. 
lt\om thttt Ktation Ft'R, Ucnon nml J orot wont over to Bti1'11ltt.1 :tnd 

L)HtahliHillltl thumsolvuK ttL Syrinm, netLr tho situ of the tnodcrn ltan

gurm, working ttllliettlJiy >vitlt the lmlf-cn,l:it PortugneHc elet•gy wlw111 
they fumul there. 

UtimJJodit~ ttllll Ouuhi.u.-Ohim.a wore ttlsu flU]Jplie<l with 1\lis::;iuu

ttrie::; by Ayl'tt'ta, which thn::; becttine the ecntro of Otttholic expansion 

in Fmthc1· Inditt, ini:ipil'ecl with the pnrposo o£ cduc:tting tt 11ntivc 

~Iinistry, iu ttccordauce with the instructions is~:med fl.t lknue whmi 

tlw Mission WttR founded in 1G5D: 

"The motive inspiring the CmitL in its lleHpttteh of BiHhops to 

" tho F1u· Ettst wa~:~ to foster every oppol.'tunity ttnd c\·cry tuet\llH 

" l'ur t.mining the youth ont there to t1e<Ittit·e :-mch tLptitnde for .Holy 

" Unlet·s tlmt ultinmtely they wunld tts~:~unw full chut·ge o[ thu OhriH

" LitLII <:<)Iniltlmit,y in those pttl.'tH umlm· yom gnidttnce. ThiH thm·<ofut·e 

"iH Lite goal which you should ever kuop udore yon-to bring in, 

"to<Lch, and in due couni(J pt'OIHOte tts mttny suitable CtUtclilbtuH t1H 

"poK:-;iblo for tho Priesthood." 

TH!!: OuLLEC.H~. 

Ayt'tt'lu uorrunemlecl itHelf to Bishop Pa,lln as t.he best centre 

l'ut' m1tabl ishing a, tmiuing College on t~>ccount of the roligiuus tulem

Lion uujoyecl in Sitl>lll, its goocl clinmte Mtd low cost of living. 
'l'he pltLll or the College Wt\,K l1lwayK a Lower School wlwre 

little boys luand; the eleHHmtH, 11ml ttn Upper School for the aspiraut.s 

Lo Holy Ordct·s. 
The M iHHiun tLrCll i ve:;; ermta,iu ~:~evural accounts of the Uoll ege 

wt·itten between Hi8:3 ttnrl 1687: there is al.':lo an account by au 

ex-pupil, Anthony Piuto, :-;ou of tL Portugueroe by tt SiameSl) mother. 

Pinto accompttnieLI tho Second Sin,rnese Embassy to Home, and left 

!;hi:-; ttecotmt 2 behind, which is preserved at the l'l'opttganda and 

l. M.E. 8G2. p. 421. 
880. 54\l. 
881. 3fi2. 

2. Pl'op. Ficl. 8er. Ref. IV. 7<i. 
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eorrcspomlH with tho :J_1'roueh rueordH. 
Aeeordiug to BiCJlwp LauetLn':-; I iHL tlwt't! Wt~t·u 1 :! pupi IH iII (,!1,· 

upper Hclwol;tml 45 in tllU lowm· gradL• in lliSK. 'l'onkiuu:-;u aurl ,\n

namiteH n,re i11 n majority, lmt the liHt iuelmlt•s ottl! Et~glish, (\\' 11 

Dutch aucl Lwo French boy:-; .in the lllotley eompttny ol' ol'ionltds Hnd 

half-ca:->te:->. Iu l7lti the nmnhet·s !tad dt·opp,J<l \.o :lO nml iuelud,!d 

littlu Cou:->htutino, Phaulkou':-; gmud:-;ou. 
Tho aceuuuts ::;how tL gmdwtl uvolntion front tho tLttstel'U J'tti,, 

inaugmn.tetl by Bishop LtLlH~<Lll. Tho !tour:-; 10-J 1.:10 n. 111. and 

:3.:)0-5. p. 111. were tLiwa.y:-; lleYoLed Lo I•Jetm·o:-;; lmL in li 1 ti t.lll'. ltottr 

fur t•i:-;iun· iH 5. n. Ill. inHt1mtl of ·k tL. Ill. followutl hv only lm.l f Hit 
"' J 

hom':-; study befot'e 1\Iu.:;H, 7-7.:30 ttdlt. iu pltwu of tlw lougtjly (1,!\·oLi,>Jt 

anclwedibttion in Ulmpul uutil ml'ly i\Jasc;, wltielt l'ot·tuocl t.lw <!111'

l'iculum in Bic;lwp LtttWttlt':-; time. '-l'he gt·tmkst innovation in l i 1 li 

eonsiHLeLl i11 ttn hom':-; wttmml lu,buur, eal'l'ying eartlt, diggillg oul 

ponds, etc., ttfter 5. p.lll. folluwell by lmlf t~ll hour's lmtlting i 11 Llll' 

nver. Bod-time mLs ttt 9.80 p.m.; bnt ligltts wurc kept bnruiug all 

night, ttnd the housc-nmster ptttrolled tho rlo1·rnitol'iuH two OJ' LlJl'ut• 

times. 

In 167D ot· 1680 the <.:ollege WtLH moved oub hom the cit.y Ln 

.l\lahapram, 1.1 short distu,nce up the Ant'ong IJl'u.rwh of the rivor nJt 

its right bank, where the pupib wcl'c !tblu to study in eoolt~l' Hlll'

ruumHngs, umlisturbed by the dic;tmctions of t.lw c:it.y. In I HHfi tb 

letter1 from the Bi:-;hop mentions tL visit which Plmnlk.m1 paid Lll Llll\ 

college, UK tL L'CSult Ol which it WlLH lllOVUd itltO the eity into IIOW build

ings oruete<l by ltim on luw-lyiug gt·muul whieh requirud u, ga.11~ ol' 
::;evm·td thon::;ttnd meu to fill iu. '-J'elllpontt',Y lmilding::; of H11Wit wood 

wore put np ttml untitled "Ounstrmti1w Uotlr~w ", lmt whuJt LltH 

l\lis::;iouaries were rcleac;ocl hum deteutiou ttftm· l'lmulkou\; d1mLll, t.lu•y 

1'0-0lJClllJiOd the I\Jahapri1m site, and in 1722 with tltlllH'UClJedH of H. gif(, 

from Pn,ris they put up a IJUW wooden lmilding OlllJoJHLH four fct!L J'rulll 

the g'L'onnd, to be elmtr of JlooclH. 'l'he lowm· storny was dividell into 

two clttHH-L'OOillS teucl aHothor roout, ahovu whieh were GO <.mhieles, 

each cn.pttble of Hub-division into two siugle-bcrth ealJius, i11 CI.1Ku uf 
need. 
-----------·---

l. J\i.K 870. p. 515. 
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1 Lttt.iu Wtt:; Lhe otdy Juuclimn of eomutunietLLiuu pcrrnitted. 

Xu gt'tLmnmt· wu.~ bLUglJt ll11til tlw hoys ltml rwquired tL vueu.bnhuy 
u.nd could Hmke tlwmsul ve~:~ mut·c ot· k:;n tmdet::;toucl. 'J'he AnmuniteH 

found it cliftic:ult to follow mpid etmveri;ltLtiun, <tml their pl'onnncia

tion t·u;;emble<l tltttt uf J~oglish <LIHl lriHh hop. 

Plmulkon's lllUlltOl'tLllllmH to the l'upe gin!H the iuqll'ussiou 

Llmt lw t'eO'tH'cled thu Uol\eu·e ;tt l\ltthii.]Jl'ii,lll tLS n rather matwv 
~ 0 . OJ 

illKtitutiou. But t:.lw Bishop pt'efel'l'ecl tltttt hi:; pnpilH :;honld lin~ 

11 Himple life in onlur that whe11 they rutnl'lled to tlwit· houteK tlwy 
sltonld nut pinu fm· :1 ,;Ltturhnl of eumfcn·t highut· thttll LhtLt which 

Uwit• homes euultl provide. 1-le wrote: 

" 'l'he diet, judged by Emupmw stttndttrclK, will tLppcu.t· mthel' 

'' dnll; but. we havu judged iL worth whiltl uot to depart ent.irely 

"tl'orn native Hlttmlttnls of diet, iu OJ'rler tu ulwittLu the discomfort 

"which wuuld lJt' 1mtl~iled by a l'utm·u Lu them ou lutwing sel10ol." 

'J'IlE UiiUIWII ANI> HE~Jl:\All.Y. 

~ Ft·. AnrnunL lms left <Lit tteeouuL ui' tlw 111ain csLt~blishlllenL 
whie!J took the plcwo of the nl'HL rough lmbitations after the Miseiou 
had won tho notieu of Kit)"' P'm :Ni.11't1i and obtuiued hit~ sauebion and "' ' '· 
co-operation in thu construction u,t Ban Phtlwt, known eorr,wrehen-
Rively thH the SeJninUJI'Y· 'l'lw outlines of the found1htions are 
st,ill vif:lihle ontside the walls of the XIXth centm,y ehureh. 

Hosl'I'L',\L. 

I u t~ euuuky whuL'u mo;;L u[ tlte nllLiu pupulaLiuu devote,; part 

of iLK boylwurl Lu 1uurmstie life wltik ubttdning it:-; ecluctttiou, aud 

where tt eou~-J.icleL'ttblu munbuL' l'umniu oJt thmugh life as BmlllhiKL 

Mouki:i, thereby tLvoicling the COL'VlieH imposud OLI lttyntell in lien ur 
LtLXatiulJ, tho l\Ii:;HiOJl!Jil.'ieH runnel it httl'll t.o pl'OpU£\'tLLe th0 Ohri:;tirLll 

religiuu. In 1704.,'1 Bishop de Uirctl ttdmitted tlmt while I ,200 httbieH 

were Lapti::;etl <1llllL1ltlly, lmnlly ttuy t~dnlt 8ittuwse weru t:onvorted. 

'l.'be piuuem·s spent much tiuw in hon:1u to hou~-Je ,·isittttious, eomfol't

ing the sick aud baptisiug the moribund. In 1070 l\Igl'. Pallureportetl 

1. IILR 85,1 p. 17i5, 
:2. " 222. 
::3. ~r:E. 882. p. 15H. 

~ 
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18 E. ·w. IluTcHrxso:\'. 

to H.ouH.l 1 
: "The l\'lissiumtries sttved IIHLll.)' sunls by the custom t,hey 

"had of toul'iug the city in the gniRe of physicians to hmtl the Hick." In 
l66D, a ;;m<tll huspit<d was Eonnded lJetLJ.' the Chul'eb to aeeommoclntu 

thl'ee m four ptttieuts, who incrual>t:tl as the ymcr:'l went on. In 1672 

there wut·u 15 ptttieuts; in HJ7X, two septtmte wM<ls fen· men tLD<l 

women honsurl 20-80 ptttients, while 200-BOO o\lt,-pationts were 

tt·eated dttily.~ There is mention of n Swiss phy1·liciau, wbu 111ay be 

the young Burguudittn !:tune Clmrbonumw, ttlrun<ly noticed. In Hi82 

the KLt1ff at Ayttt''l.t1 lmcl ot·clm·;; to ttssist ttL the mm·ning drur:;sings :ts 

obsel've.t·s, to grtin ex:perieueo in tl'en,ting :mt·gic:tl cttses. In that ymtt' 

:HI epidemic of small pox. gtwu enbt·getl opportunities for housu to 

house viHittttion, in L"ecognition of which tlw Kiug ol' Sittllt pt'OHeutucl 

tlto BiHhop with t1 gilded clmir, simiht1· to the ouc mwd by t'lw 
BncklhiHL Pn.Ll·ittt·ch, hut he refusud the Bir:;bop's l:luggestiou that lw 

Hltould endow 200 buds on the gronnclH that snelt institutious hml uo 

phtee in Si11lllese em;tottt. 

HELA'l'Lo~H WLTH THE Ooum.·. 

Iu 1064 or 1UG5, inttuedia,tely nfter Mgt·. Palin's tirHt visit 

:to. Si1tlll tJ,ml his decision to Hottle there, the lHisHion I'eccivecl.!L visit 

hom t1.0onrt Officer, \1:1]() ltteutionecl thu iutet·esb ttl'OtlHcd by .the 

chtLritable works of tho Fl'om;hHwu .. HiK rtttontioH wm; nttn1utorl by 

tlw r:;chool wlten ho lctn·ut that small boys wonlcl be. we.lcomecl ttH 

pnpilH. 'L'hir:; was rcporLeL1 to the IGng, n.ncl hiK sn,nction waH giYcll 

for ten Sirltue:oe boys to ntteucl the school. PcnniKsion waR given 

at the i:mme time to the JHissionm-icH to move heely ttbont tho couu
tt·y tmd to preach theit· religion wherever they wished. a 

Bisho].J LttmherL accepted tltir:; O].Jeniug t1H 1111 opportunity for 

ustahlishing contact with the Comt. Siueo Colll't etiqnottL\ prevent

ed him from n,pplyiug for ltll ttndieuce with the 1\.ing in per.'!ou, he 
wrotu to the 1\fini:..ter of the 'L'l'CttHltry on 29th May 1665, t·equosting 

ltim to tmtlsmit a Iutter to tho King. '1 In it he ttddressecl.P'm Nttmi 

ar:; Uod'K represeuta.tive in Siall!, :Lnrl begged hilll to ac.;cept tL written 

I. J'1·up. F'id. 8ur. H.ef. H. r\il7. 
2. l\l.K 877. pp. li5·~-r\. 
:3. .M. K 121. p. H84. 
4. M. E. 121. p. UR4. 
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Lukon of the l'et~pu1:L whieh tlw Bi~:~lwp anJ his eulle[~gnuA wel'u rlr•

hnn·r~d lJ.)' Conrt. rltiquuttn ft·om com·oying to the King iu person. 

In roeugnition of the Royttl favom which cmtt·usted t!tu edtwa.tion oF 

Lu11 young SiaHHlSU to the College, tlw Bishop offered to uutintttin 

two inHLruetOJ'H purnmnently in Sittlll in order '' to tend1 ttll things 

"npp!·t·ktiuing to inteJ'lmtimtrLI intercom·sr:, and so tn pass 011 the 

•· Lurch ul' lum·ning reeein:ld front the lmucls of God." He affirmed tlmt 

"their· utH! nim w:tK to J't~tHlet· Uod sen·ict) ttnd to help tltei1· fellow 

"lltull, huliuving tlmt, Llwir fettu after lletttll wttr> dependent npon tlwir 

"stweeRK itt KU doing." HiH Iutter eu1lml with the t·uquest fm· tlw 

gTant of tt building in which to put·form tlw ChriHLittn 1·itus. 

TIHl ruHult of the lettel' waH the gt·;mt of 11 pieee of ln.ntl at 

lh11 l'la.l1uL, buyuml tlw \\'est uml of the Amm1nitu sdtleweitt, 

LugeLIIllr witlt a jll'UJJiiHLl of HutteritdK for lmildiug tt Ohnrcl1. 1 ln 
I (i(j(J, t.hu Misr-;iomu·ies mul.ntnkod tlti:-; \n,ml U ft. to pl'otcct it from 

Hoods. 'l'lu:y t.lu:J'u eruetud their first solid .building-tt gt·omH1 Hour 

()r hl'il'k :wd mol'tttl' with an nppcr ~-;tory of s:twn timbur to survu 

ns :t dmpul pending tlw eonstnwtion of tt Ohm:ch. 

lu Ui!i7, in ordur to rmnind the IGng of liiK pt·omi:-;u of t• 

Chm·elt, tlw Bio;l1up seut l1im tL Het of cngmviugs depicting tho iife of 

Ulll'h;L nucl Llw Apu:-:~tlos. Ill Octouer Hi67, Bishop Lttmbert wrote to 

Mgr. PuJiu tllttt the King ou ruceitJt of thml!.l pictmus asked .for t1 

sr•p~t~·ttLc: c•.xpbrmtion tu be written out fot· each pictmu. ThiH 

IJ<~eupiml Fr·. T..~ttllCltu Em two m<mths, ttud soun etl'tm:Wltl'ds the long,. 

uxpc·<·tml timhm· fen· the Uhm·ch was dulivurucl.2 

About this put·iod, lt\·. Letneau \l'tts sent fm l1y tho pu.raly~:~erl 

ln·uLhul' of tlw King Lo uxttmine hiH lmmls ttud fed, which lutd been 

erippl1~d fo1· twulvo ymtl'H, tmd to inform hitll whether they eould be 

etn·ed through Lhll uwdimn of Christianity. Fr. Lt•neau sucueeded 

in holding Lhu Pl'iuuo's ttttentiou, ttnd wu,H tt,;ked to repeat his visit. 

anrl lhmlly to follow tlw Priueo up to Lopburi.il 'J'he BrahmanR 

unconmged the .M.i~-Jsiouarie,; to offer up special prayers tor the Prince's 

l. .UL E. 121. p. 687. 
J\I. E. 858. p. 131. 
l\f., E. 876. p. 143. 

2. :WI.]!}. 857. p. 221 
:l. M. E. 121. ,J1· 753. 
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rueun.,t·y, wl1ieh they :-micl wonk! iuterest tht\ King in UhrisLiM1ity. 

'J'hc M i~:~siuw1l'ius Jmtiltbiued tlmt the Priuee's ree<J\'Ul'.'' wunld 

dupellll npcm the lllllttsmu of fttith shown by Llw Priuee, tuJd wlwn 

sotuo impt'U\'tJIIWJJt \\'<LS observed iu tl1u Priuee's eit·eni<Ltiuu, tlwy 

elnilllucl tlmt their prttyet·s were IJeiug ttllK\\'et·ml 

Tho Uoul't tlwreupun ln:uke off nJl rultLtiollS with tlwtll; 

llU\'l!l'thele::.;::; the 1\[i::;simmrius built :-;t1·uug l10pe::.; upun Lhu iuturest 

slJOwn by tlw Kiug in their s:wrell piutnres ;ttHl in theit· chal'it·ttblu 

wol'l..:~-:. 'l'ltey clid nut renli~:~o Llutt evttugclliHIIl is nuL <t cuuJttlOll fol'lll 

of met·itm:ious adiun in Bncldhi::;t uyes, Ul' thttt the Hpectaclu 

Ol fol'eiguel':-J hl'11Ving the cbuget'S ttUtl cli:-JtJOJllfOl't of lt ,iOUrllllj' JmJ f' 

ronml the world wu.:-J enlcnhttecl to ttl'ouse feeliugs ut sllllll.'iHt~tl 

em·iosity rather thtm gmteful :Lt.llllirntiun, even iu tL ruler tLS 

uulightmwcl tts P'm Nnl'ai. To tho::m well ;tucpHtintecl with Sittm it 

W<nlld not seum smprisiug that tlw King, having s;Ltistiud his emius

ity, slwulcl a mil himsul foE the fot·uiguet's' phibllthruuy J'm· the good 

uf his people, withunt ever for o1w lllOIIWIIL Wlltelllpittting Llw nd.op

tiou oE their ereucl. To the .lHJ\\'UUltltJL'S frolll Frallec:, ltowuvur, l''rn 

);' u.mi'~> interest ttppeared siguitiettnt, ttm.l .iUgr. Lttlllhert's letters to 

Mgr. Palin in J.(j(jt) are Jnil of StLt.iHfttetiuu nud hope.1 

'.L'Iw reHult Wtts that thu iden of uullvet·ting the Kiug ul' Sittlll 

to Cl'll·isLiauity tool.;: 1L tit·ut hold .in Pttri.s, ttml while uxpurienee 

gru.dnally bLllght thu elder llli:-;HioiiU.ries in tlw tiel(l t.o lllodumte their 

HO!Ubitious, yonuger onus, such as Vttc:het dmiug the visit or thu 

Hitttuesu unvoyH K'U.11 l''ielmi ntttl K'tlll l' iehit to Ft·ance, appe111' to 

lmvu oiwountged the uutiuu. It foruwll tho kuy-sbolle to de Ohan

uwnt'H emlmssy to Ayftt'1u, ttllll m1s ouly exploducl tiuttll,y when tlw 

l'ttilme of tlmt embassy 1\·oltl the Freueh point of view beettllw 

known. 
AuuLl1er ImLtter wliieh lJL·ought the l\Jir:;::.;iou iuto t•elatium; 

with the Ft·oueh Court and f01·eign poliey Wtt:; tlw very JJatnml 
desil'e of its lllellllJ<:l'S to see J!'reueh :;hip:; in the l\JelllLlll 1-licle by 

side w.ith tho Dut.ch nud Euglish vessels upon which they depended 
for 1 lmiut.nJining com mmtictttimm with home. '.L'Iw wars betweon 

·1. l\LE. 8Gl p. :!Mi. 

, 857 p. :l:.ll. 
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Fmnce ~trHI HollatHl t·oudm·ed th iH liuo 111' eolltllllllliorttion pn!ettrious, 

whilt! the ovm·lrtnd jom·ney-as experinnet!d hy tho piouem·;;-waH Hn 

httll;!l,l'dO\lH ltlld All slow that it WitS IHWt•l' attPlll ptnd ~tli :t liteltllH or 
obtaining nmilR nt· Hnpplies for hospibd and sehool. 

Ships lettdng H:urope in the R)Wing J!OJ.' tlw Cn.po wonl<l there 

ett kh tho ,c.Jonth- \Ve.'lt 'Mo11snou nnrl rnach Ayi'tt'l:t in Iitt.le ntm't! th:lll 

six lllf)lltlm. H't·,nwh :-;hips, hnwevm·, rlirl nnt }JI'oeoe<l ftn-tlwt· enAt 

tllftll Mac1!Lg'1tsenl' nnt.il 1 fiGR, when tlH! lirst Fl'nneh settlernent WltR 

made n.t S11rn,t. 'l'lw adyantages to tlw ;\[i!';flion of hrwing a F1·ench 

tending crntl'e nt A,Vflt']tt were flO ob\·icniH thnt, wlll'll IWWR l'eache<l 

Rishop Lmnhel't ol' the eontempbtnll I!Xtonsiun or Fnmeh trrule to 

Tnllitt, lw wl'otu ltomu on lHh Oetohot· I ()()7: 

"I 1H1\'IJ heal'Cl ol' the plrtns whieh IJ\lt' g'l'lll~iuns 1\:ing h~tK 

"fornwd for e;;t:tbliHhing trn.cle in the East :mrl 1 snbmit thttl this 

"eity [ Ayrtt''ltt J iH 1t 1110Rt nRufnl (•entre for snch rt pm·poHe. A 

·' suggeRtion to tlmt oit'eet might be snlnnittell to H. M. lll'g'ing hint to 

" follow t;he fltlCCC\R."lflll examplll of the nnteh ftll(l Honrl ltll Ambit88(\

" <lot· t.o t111tk<1 :tt't':tngenHmb; Em· tl1o tntrle whieh eonld he eondnete<l 

'' with thiK eonntl'y, 1tnd n.t. tho fl!Llllli time invito tltn King to aeeept. 

"tho Chri."ltin.n religion." 1 

'l'hiR lottot· m:u·ks the inc~eption ol' Fnmelt polit.ie1tl int.ot'efit, in 

Rin.m. '!.'he motivos which 1tninmtnrl the l\Iiflsinn:wir;>; in appealing to 

t.lw Ji'nrcign OHic~n wm·u cogent C\nongh, wiLhont thu rtdrled .9pnr of 

tl:tLirm:tliRt sPnLittlc\llt which iliRpirerl Fl'enchmon in LlHtt cnntm·y•~ 

:tnd ll'hich ltnu;t h:tvrJ lHJtlll sh:wpened l1y t:.lH! Kr!nReloHS ttnL:tgoniAm of 

t.lw Por·t,ng·nr•sn. 

l\1 rm. PA LL11. 

Mg-t·. P:tlln w:tK in F'mnc<·) when Bi•Jl10p L:tm hm·t'H I ettet.' waR 

!'ueei Wld, rtnrl to his f\fl'orts it was rlno thn.t intm·ost in Rittm hccn,me n 

l'en,tm·e of F'reneh ettstern policy. He w:tfl ft nHtn of nntsLanding 

charn,eter itllll n.bility, well equipped t~o condnct 11egotiations with 

Princes after hi.<~ Rucce.'ls n.t Home in 1 fHHl which led to the f.ouncl11tion 

of the :Mission. 

l. t.'I.E. 857. p. 222. 
2. Sisley Hl.\ddlE;!ston; Lou'is XJY, 

• 
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Acting npon Bishop Lnan bert's suggestion, he succeeded in 

winning Louis XIV's interm;t, and returned to Siam on his second 

viBit, the bearer of a letter from Louis to P'ra Nara.i written in Paris 

on 31st ,January 1670, together with n. lett.el' from Pope Clement IX. 

Roth letters express thanks to P'en Nn.J'ft.i ror the frwom·s he lw.s 
bestowed on the J\!Iissionario.s, ancl Louis acldR the assurance of his 

appreeiat,ion in aclvn.nce for any f:tll.'thm· frwrmf's which they or ot,her 

Fronch subjects rnay receive. 

Those letters enabled Mg1·. Prdln to p1·eseut. himf'!elf to t.lw 
Siamese Court as envoy of the two most powel'i'nl rulm·R in the 

"reRtern world. Such an introduction might he caleulated to rn,iHe 

the prestige of the Mission in Sin,m and tn bring the BishopR into 

clof-\r\ reln.tionH with the SillomeRe Oonrt. 

Bi::;hopH Palin ttnd Lmnbort were reot~ived in pnblie .Stat.e 

andionce by P'rai Narn.i at Ayiit'ia on 18th Octobol' l67R For thn 

fit·st time in SinmeHe hiRtory a foreign envoy wn.s permitter} to faee t.be 

King, and to remain settted on :1 carpet instead of prostmt-.e, face to 

the gTonnd. 'l'hiR mod ificn.tion of ancient Sin.mc:oe enstom waR a 

notable conceRsion which mised French prestige t1hove that or the 

othm· Eneopean nn.tinns. It waR followed by ton invitation to join 

the Oomt at Lophmi in Novembm: during which they were reeeivnd in 

:mdienee not only in the p1tlace but also n.t the olt~plmut kt·n.:tl (Pt111iP.t) 

whet·e the King engnged t.hom in a long eonversnti011 eoneorning 
Lonis XIV . 
• 

It U10n became evident that Sian1 rcciproen,ted French politiertl 

in t.creRt. In order to obtain Louis' allianco, P'rn N art.ti wn,R willing 

Lo ccd(\ a port in th c Peninsnl~t to France, to be named after Lon is 

t.lw Cheat, 11ncl to ho the reRidence of one o£ his represcntativr:lol. '['he 

arlvnntagc to Siam of the proximity of 11 friendly foreign garrison iH 

ohvions, especially in the town of a vassal of doubtful loyalty. P'rfl. 

N~trai hoped to obtain this ad vantage by the offer of privileges to 

the Missionaries and traders; and for the last fifteen years of hiR 

reign it was the dominating motive of Siamese foreign policy. 
1 rrhe Bishops wrote 11 joint lettel' to Louis XIV on 8th 

November 1673 reporting their success and lihe probability that a 

1. ~I.E. 858. p. 263. .. 
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Ni:LTlleHe em haHsy woul!l IH~ duspnt!·]w([ Lt 1 Ft·:uwtl tltu follow iug yc•nt.·. 

Tlw rnd tlmt. thn firRt. Ni:tlllt:Hl\ l'lll]HLHH,V to ]i\•:tll!~l~ did not; 

sail until ·1 fiHO wn.s tltw p1·ohdJly if, Lhl' wat· ],d,wunn llollnnll ttiHl 

J<'rnnen whielt m:tde it hard for the 8i:ttneso tn olJlain passages. The 

fztd rmwtins, howt\\'t:J·, t.lmt. Llw Hi.-;hops, in t'Ppor(.ing thoir su<•enss 

nnd P'rn Nar:ti's tlusit't) l'or Louis' \'ril'tHiship, 1tppu:n to ha\'1' :tHHilllllld 

t.ha.t l''m N:tmi mts in(.t•.n•sb:tl in Christi:wiLy :tn!l in till' i\lu:-;L 

UhriRLitw King, wlwl't;ns ~mnrhy incitlunt;.; reportnd in tlwi1· lnttet'H 

lmtvt.l no room l'or donht that l''nt N:~rai's int.t\l't:Ht· in LuniH wnH :.\.11 

iut.urns(; in tlto ll'J\\'m·l'nl lltonnr<·h t'ilt.IH!r Limn in tlt1: l\'losL Christian 

King. 

On 4th July Hi82, i\Igr. P:tlln t•etnrned to Hintn fol' the thit·d 

nn<ll:tRt t.i111P-hrmml for Ohiwt wlwt·o he dir:il. Ho :tgttin r:ttlll<' in 

LIH: elmr:wter of ull\'oy, bring·ing lettm·H fi'Dlll Lonis XIV nnd tlw 

Popn whieh wm·,j ae<:rn·rlnd :L puhlie :-;tntu t'IH:q>tion, :tH in 107:!. 

lm\'!) nnt fonnd eopit:s of t.husn ]C'(;bTH; lntL pruR\lllUtl>ly they 
intru!lneu<l Uw Fl'Plleh tmrlt:rs who suttlnd i11 Aiatll in Odolwr UiH~. 

Mgt·. Palin fmuul 111onl Lltnn one tdHtngu at . .1\yl'tt''i:L. I I is 

eollenguo, Bishop L:unhorL, lm<l dicld in I fi/!l, ntH! V1·. Lonis Lmwnn 

wns nt the lumtl oF Lhn Mission in Shill n,s Ri:,lwp oJ' lVIotnllopoliH. 

RiRhnp Ltm<~n.n h1ul lmt:n <:onsuemtud itt lii7:~ :wd lmd thun Hlq'\'!ld nfi 

inLm·Jn·et<:r :d; (·.hn Atatn AndirmeoR. In l(iH2, tlto yonng Ut•rwk, 

Unnstantinu Uumkis o1· Plmnlkon, w:tH righi;-lmnd lll:Lll Lo t.lw 1\Tinis

t<:t· of t;]w Tt·nnfinrv :twl ndorl as i ntnt'J>l'utlll' nt t hn 11.1Hl inneuH "; 

fnrtlwrnu>t'l\, 1 in tho spring of t.lud; ytme, Itt: h:Ld IH'.Oll 1'!:-eonvnd.<:ll 

l'l'lllll U1n Anglir::tll to tho Chtholie l'nit.h h~r thB ,'Jnsnit F1·. ThouutR. 

M,gt·. Pn.lltt ttvn.ilnd hiiitfiuli' 1>f Plmnlkon's servie<:H, :1nrl clid n.ll 

in hiH ]lll\\'t)l' to oft'er:t g·onrl J'nl:ttionfi witlt tlw ,Jusnits nnrl tlw 

P<)]'tngnmm, with hoth of whn111 Phttulkon hnd <~losn ties. ~.His 

a1l vn.neeR met with only moderato RlwcesR, hnt l'lmulkon showL~tl 

himself fl'iendly, nn!lertook to hold tho king to his promiRe of 

building tlw Church, n.nrl pt·ovided the olcl Bi:·dtop 'rit.h his pa.c;:.;nge 

fr·om Siam to Ohimt. 

1. Yn,t. Arch. Oarpegnn. 32. 
2. :Y.I.E. 878. p. 489 . .. 
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When :Mgt·. Pnlln lol't. Si:tlll l'or t.ltn lrtst. tinw, his polie~· 111' 

interesting· the French Fm·oign Oflleo in Sinm hnd obtained ft'llit.iou. 

'1'hc French RttRt, Tmlit"t Compa.n~' h:u1 just opencrl an :.t.gcne~· nl 

Ay1it'1n, while the n(l,gcmeRs sho\\'11 h,v P'1·n. 1\ami t.o ohtnin a11 

ttllianee wit.h Fn11wc n.nd tlw FPeneh g:wriRon in oue of tlw t.t·illlltn t',\' 

states in the PeninRnb wn.s in(.tll'Jll'dPil hy the sangninc• Phnr(•hJitell 

as affording :1 pl'ospec·t for the int·l'mluct.ion of Christianit~', i I' ltot. 'd' 

tho King's emwcrsion. EYen P'1·:t N:H·ai'.s 1lesit•e fot· :tn allintwP \\·it.lt 

France cnn ho tmcod t.o (.lw inf\nnnnP upon him ol' the gln\l'ing· 

acconnLR ol: LnniR' powt~r whieh hu honrrl l'mtn l;lw Missimmri,•s at :t 

time when t.lw Pnet·oaehm(•nts nf Dnieh lH)\\'er in .Ttt,\':t :tnd t Itt· 

Celebefl gnso him cmtse l'or nnxict.y. 

'!'he SiamcHo policy nl: Reeking· t1ll :1llinnee with Fl'!ltte" \\'IlK 

11lrendy mont.Nl bofore Phn.nl kon evet· tmmu to Riltltl ; befo1·n ht• t'liK•~ 

to powm· iL hnd huon omh::wkn1l npon quitH ddluit.oly h,v tlw tlr~Kjmkh 

to Fmnce in 1 GRO nl' l''m P'ip P'n.t RnpporLod by Lnn.ng Wi,~:}H 

Sent.on, and K'fnt Nn.kon Wi<~h:ti, n.nd conchwtod b~· Ji't·. Unynll~. tllit' 

of BiRhop Ln.nen.n'R moRt penmiRing :tRRistnntR. 

NcwR ot tho losR nt ~H'H of thiR ;1mbtL!'lHY cleeided l''nt Nunti 

to despnteh two minot· nfHeit11R, K''lm P'ichn.i Wt11it :wcl K'1·1n l''i•~hit 

Maitri, aecompaniccl hy two rnorc MisRionn.t··in~. to taku c•opiu::.; ul' lliH 

ea.rlier letters Rent; in l fl80. 'l.'ho lVfiRsionn.rios wm·p Ft·s. Vn.r~I1Pi: 1tud 

P~suot; nnd hom the httter 1 
WI\ lonm t.hrtt he waR Plw.nlkon's 

nominee, chosrm :tgn.inflt Bishop 'L:"ttwn.n's wish. Pnseot.'~-< lnlt.Pt's 

give the impreRRion thn.t lw wn.s !L ncmotie, tt!Hl likely to 

make t:.rnnblc; nnrl Mgr. Lnnean reportnd t:.o l\11'if:! tlw.t lw :tg'l'f'l'rl 

to lihu rleHpn.l~eh of Po.scnt., Rineo ib would hu llf~eeS,Hft.l',\' in any 

event to Rnnd him nwn.y i;n Europe. 'r.hiR wnH .in Hi84., Utu sttlllt'. 

yertr in which t.hc EngliRh trn,dor Bn.rron h1td n.ppenl0.d tn BiRhop 

L::tnen.n nnd to rm Amb::tssaclor from Portngal to the Sin.meRe 

Court., compln.ining of Phaulkon's \·exn.tiom; treatment of foreign 

merchants, in the hope of getting him discredited n.t Court .. :.J A let_ 

ter from Fr. ClergeR reliltes how Phanlkon came round to the Mission 
----------·---·-----------~-

l. Prop. Ficl. Scr. Ref. II. 43(\. 
2· :YI, E, 861. p. 190, 
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and eomplninod of t.lw inr~idnnt, iwiisting upon thn nsu of term:-:~ of' 

rnspnd such :ts Exeelleney fm· h inlfH~l r nncl Im peri at :\lujest.y for hiH 

lllttstot·-tu el1~11r indic11tion t.lmt relations botwenn Pl111ulkon nncl tho 

1\IiHsion worn not. \'er~· eordiul in 1 fi84.. As time went on, Ph:tulkon'H 

onl.v frieml in the 1-fi;;sion nppear;; tn hn\'fl ht>ett Lhu ph~·Rici:tn Fr·. 

P1lnmard. 
\rm•Jwt hn;; ltd't. n fnll :lceonnt. ol' hi;; !llisHiun Lo Em·ope. 1 

Hi;; SiamefK\ elml·,g·eR giL\'u him :t loloi' t.t·oubln owh1g h1 tlwit· hlm·i;;h 

ht"ha\·iout·, lmt. ht~ appent·.~ In lta\·n hwn wnll i:mt.i;;fit•d with the t'esnlt., 

HillCl\ he w:ts nh\c1 l.t 1 t~on \'i nev d1.1 St!ignnlny, Ctdlwrt',i Ruceessm·, 

uf Sittlll's en.gernPsK l'nt• Ft·!•rwh l't•it•nd:,;bip :utd Ill' Uw pos:4i1Jility ol' 

obtaini11g P'm, Xn.mi's c'olt\'PI'i:linn io Chri;;t.ianit.r in t'(\tlll'll J'or an 

all in nee. 

B,\' Lhis tinH', ,Jf~Kllit. iniltWIH\t.\ \\'fL>I strong :tL Llw Ff'c•nC'h Cuud .. 

A .TeRniL, F1·. tlr, lu Chttiflo, wn.s eonl'esRot· t:.n Lonis XIV. Un Hen!. 

l'o1' Yn.el)()t rtncl put scnno setHehing rpw>~tit>tHi t.o him nn the snhjt~<:L 

cd' nlf'ttit·;; in Flin.n1. It i~:: signifiezwt; that wheu Llw gt·t~itL I~\·r:lr~t:h 

t~mhnflsy headed hy do ClmnmonL t~eL out foe Riu.lll, tt pt.ll'tiy of Bix 

.I <"sui I; n;;tt·ouomer:s (bonn<l ullii llHltr.ly l'o1· Chi nu.) lH.'Ct mq>rtnit:•d Lhe 

t\X. prtlitiuu. 

Onr\ nf tbesn nsb·ontmHH'S Wttfl Fr·. Uny 'l'tt.ehut·d, of whou1 dt: 

Choisy,l! de Cha.nmont's :weessm·, writ.r-ls t.llftL dw:iug· tlw voyttgu 

Lhe eecw enjoyed tnm·o ul: 'l'aclmt•cl's eornp1wy thttn tlw p:tssongers 

did. He hnrl pt·Pdou ... ;]y sm·n:d in Mw ,)IJ.'lllit; M.is ... lions nl' Cc•nt.nrl 

Amrel'iNL, ttnd know how to win lmnmn sympat.lliPs. On nnind at. 

A~Tl\t'lio he set himself to cnltivat.e nu intilllaey with Ph1tnlkon n,d,

ing· as his Heet·ettwy nncl eonfidnnt. 

a Cebet·et relates how '1\tchztrrl two ,YClltl'H h1ter g1we prool' of: 

hiR blind dtwotiml Lo Phnnlk:on hy rtct.mdly taking his orders to the 

kitchen for supper to bn sm'\'E'd. It seoms aR if '1'aehnl'c1 was worlcing 

on behalf of the ,Jesnit.H to supplant Bishop Lum:au ttFJ intennedin.l'Y 

hetwr.en tho Froneh :tnd RiameRco Courts. 

l. A1·chive::; of ~![, E. 
:2. Yo,ya.ge de S'ia,m. 
B. Lanier. Etude kistm·ique BUr les Relations cle la Ftance tt (('u 

J(oya~l'me de Siam J_I)Bf;-1/'13. 
~ 
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At the French Court, the ,Jmmits 1\'~'r" :tlrl~nd,\' poi\'Hrflll: in 

Sirnn, the lack of cordiality hu!;woen Plmnlkon and tht• Missiotu~rit~s 

:tHor i\fgT. Pnlln's depnt·tnro in 1 !l83 left. :tn opt"I road for '!'nt•lt:ml 1:tJ 

gain Plmullwn's 8111.' hy Jmndoring Co !tis \':mity nntl Lo his sPw-;it,j,·,~-

11esR to cl'itieiRm ~tnd diRappt·ovnl 'l'lw Abhb cln Linnun's luL!-PJ'.-; III:tt.le 

no seerot of his di:-mpprOI'itl of l'hn.nlkon iu spiLt• ol' Lhv g;t·lll~t·ons 

1•11eog;nition whir~h BiRhop Litlle:tn g:tve ol' Plmnlkon's zt•n I ftll' Chris-· 

tlttnity. 
Then ettuw de Ohn.umont's failnl't~ Lo ohtnin (.ltC' KiHg"s t'.t!II\"t'I'-

sion, tho :-:nggeRtion for whir·h tie:-:t eitiitlHtted l't'OIII Lhn i\1 i:;siOJII11'ius. 

Their pt·eRtige mttm·ally suffcrod when bhis pl:tll lmd (.o ht~ sh<•lYt•d, 

though it is doubtful whether in pmet.ien it uvt•r l'tH:Pil·t!rl n l'ait· 

clia.ncu, since Plutnlkon im;isted 011 onsting tht~ Rislwp ns inh.\I'JH't•Lr~r 

het;ween the King and rlc OIHtntnont, deliiHil'lt(dy die~(;ort.ing his Lmns

ln.t.ion of rlo Chnnmont'R RpeeeheH in t)]'(lm· to 111initnisn :til J't•l'm·l~IH~l's 

to the K.ing's eouyerRion : fnrt.lu•.J'tnorn,1 
dt\ ClmnnHmt's IIW!lJoit·o 

lllakcR it clear t.Jmt Bishop J.J:tllenn himst.'li: eon~;iderml thP tlm11amll'o1' 

the King's com·ersion to be p1·enmtm·e, nwl Itppi.'tl\'t•cl ol' Jll1111llkon':-: 

:uldce to rle Chnurnont not. tlJ lllakrJ tilt) ir-;suu ol' Clw JJt>got ia.t.ionR 

dependent upon thiR dommul 

Nel'el'tholoR::-:, the policy waR ttssoein.tetl with (;}w i\t!i:-:siottariL•s, 

n.ncl its ill snecer;s nn.tnt·ally toeflnctnd upon t.hmn. li:vl'll IJtd'ot't\ dn 

Clutnmont sn.ilocl for Siam, Ltt BJ·nyi:;t·o lmrl <~l'itieised tho poli<~y. 

a;kiug how it wnH thnt OeienbliR nr:eeptotl tho pt't\SI!!lf\n in theit• tnidst 

or Chrir;titw prinsts with 11 tolemnCi\ whir:h Wt•skrn J'IH\('S 1\'0IJ!d 

tH·1·m.· n:ztend to Buddhist emisHn.rit;s l'mm Ninnl. 

Whilfl do Clu.tmnont's mnhttssy endNI in l':tilm·e l'or Llw polir~y 

or tlin .i\'fisRion, it 1'1\pl'esentod It gl'en.t sneeess for 8i1tlll tmd fell' Phaul

knn, whn ohtn.inerl dn Chaumont's n.gl'e.mnnnt. to t.lJe rLIIittnCt' whielt 

P'm Nttrrti coyeted with Ft·rmce, without; :-:;mrrmdering anything 

mm·e definite in retnrn than (l) n. vagne offer of pt·ivilegcR for the 

MiRAion which were neve!' published, a.nd (2) snggeRt.ions fm· a French 
Hettlement nncl garrison at Singort"1.2 

1.· Arc. Nat. K. 1368. No. H8. 
2. de Oboisy's mf,nnoire, :M:.E), 8. :p. l, 
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'l'achttrcl went hack to Fnmcn with do Chn,nmont, buul'ing 

Phn,ul kon'R Reet·e(; RnggcRtionK,1 which were to he eorwoyed to Louis 

th1·ough tho .JesnitR. 'l'he,v enviBagecl Uw oonvm·Rion of Rinm, not. 

t.hrough tho mcdinm of tho King, :tR the ~~[iHsionarit\B httd propost~d, 

hut by introducing P'r·onch CJ,t!;]wliei:l into poRitiom; of importrtnce in 

!..h.: p::tltwe anrl in the provinceR; umong thmH~ agents .Tmmits 111ight. 

hn included prrwidocl they en.rnu in the gniHn of i<tymen; upon thf~l!l 

Plmnlkon clepondtorl for tho uRtithlishment of Cht·istitwity in Si:1111. 

'l'n.chanl won J_.oniH' tmpport for thiR pbn.2 By the yt~at· 
1 (H\D no lcHR than 1t hnnrlrcd gentlemen had lw.un um·ollerl l'ot• sc·rvic·t~ 

in Sin.m, hnt lmrl to 1H1 diRbnnrled when ncwR eHJIIt) to Fr·;111et' tlmt 
Phanlkmr hncl periHhod in n revolntion in .Jnnu 1(j8:-). 'I'IH~ pltw, 

ho\\'tJVor, waH rlnvulopt.~d printtely, :tnd it is <lonhtf'nl m·t•il whd,lwr 

Louis' own l\'[inistl~l'R wm·e ttdmitted fully into Uru Rt~el'l~L. 

The ollieinl negoti1ttionH whieh followorl clu ClutmHmrt!H l't\tllt'll 

tn Fl't\IWO WOI'll diroet.L~d townrrlH improving npon l'h1111lkon'H ~-;nggus

t.iuns for maturi:1l n.nd religimm pl'ivilugus in rul;m·n !'or: U1e ltllirLnPn. 

'l'lto l\·liHt-:immriuH took no lmml in tlrosu uugoliitLimlfi; in fad 

Llruir illt.tel'H nx:prec;:-; n, ltopt; thitli tht• nfful' or Ningom wonlcl ho IU~

enpted hy Ft·ance, 1tnd diK11ppr·ov:d :tt. t-:nllRtJqunnli devnloplllents ;il 111 

l'tv:(', thuy took n. hwk phcm in pnliLi<:ftl :ttf',tit·s nntil Lhn sild~rwss ol' 

P'l'n. Nn.mi led to Ph:wlkon'H fn.ll. 
'!'I wit·.( Rtll'vir:es 1\'tll'U then J'lHJUil'ed by tht.• U Hlll'[llll' JYm P' uL 

H.:tellft in ol'rler· to nngutinlie for the diRpoH:tl ol' tl1e F1·eneh gnl'l'iHOJ.t, 

w hir\lt-aet.ing npon tlw Bit-drop'~> n.d viet.\-hnd Ht.nocl n:-~idt\ fl'Olll t.hn 

intr·igues :tt Court to t•Ht:thlish tho snec:t\HRion (·.o Llr" LirJ'Ollt~. !HH.l 

1'1\ftlHOrl Plraulkon'H smnmons for :tRHiHhLilet~. 

Dnrillg' tlw ]n.Ht yettl'H ol' Jlhn.uJkon'H Jii'u, while t,]I\J J\:list-:i011-

11l'iOR wore exclnderl ft·om tlw politiertl :tl'mrn, it. sn lmppenorl t.hnt 

t.boy enjoyed the fWrvicoH of a pt'iE!Rt, t.he Abbe do Liorme, whose 

ttntocodents, n.R the son of the French Am bn.ss1tclor to Rome, mrwked 

him down aH Rpeciu.lly fitted for the role o£ negotiutor. 15 De TJionne's 
----- -----~------~- -- ----·--··-·---- , ____ -·-·-- ---- -----------· -----------

1. M.E. 87H. p. 151. 
~. 'J'twhllwl'H letter to P'm.klang, .i\'lnrch 1 ()89. ?rl.H. 880. I'· HRn. 
iL M.E. 850. p. 97. 
4. Rela.tion de8 Re~•olutions. Amsterdam 169 l. 
5. ~I.E. 853. pp. 72. 101. 162. 305. 319, M.E. 856 pp. 12.3, 
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]etten; Je.:we 110 doubt. of his pCJlitiettl tWUIIIUll tutd tthilit.,r; 1.>111 

nnfortnnn,toly ror Fl'ftlH.:e, 1)0 nse \\'itS 1\11t.ill• ul' il. 1\lll-il :1 i't.f'l' l'llnnl-

kon'.'l fitll. 
l-Ie was snlr-:ctocl tls intm·pr1cter tu Llw ~itl.lltl.'~'' Jl i~~iun wltielt 

w~nt t.o Fnuwc in t.hc ships whieh took r1n Clwnmullt· houll·. :lltd i11 

whir.h '.l'aehru·,] tdRo t.m,·ol]ofl. Bnt \\'hen t.hu,v t·r·n.elH:d li't·ntH'I', Itt· 

found j-,Jmt Jl() intm·o>;(; \\'HN f.rtkon in hitn, ttl!(] i.Jttt.f ]'ltalllkoli'S ,lt•SIIil 

friond Trwluwd usnrped hiH placu in thn rliHenssintts \ril.h t]t,. l•'t'l•twlt 

polit.ieinns aml tnut·ely nt.iliRorl hi111 to ittkrprnt nt t<h<' .Stn.(.,. !tl'f't']'

t.ion of the SialllUNo Envoy P'y:t Nnnt'on ( 1\0::.;iL P'n.n) h~· Lnnis X l \'. 

~l'he shipR whieh broug·ht J"yn Snnt'on hnr:k tn Sin111 itt 1 li.'-\7 

wit.h dn Liunne and 'l'acharrl, also ettn·ipcl t.w11 1•~11\"Cl,\'H l'rm11 Loni.-; 

XTV. the merelmnt (]8bel'nt nnd the law~·i•J' dr• lrt LnnlJet'l~ II' it It 

000 })'1·cnch solfliot·s. 1 La Loubi.m• was 1-lt1~ lli'ILI't~l' ,,f Ute' :t11S\\'t't' 

nt t.11e Froneh Com·t t.n propoR;thi for c.:mnttll\1'1' in! nnrl I'Pligiou.-; 

peidlegns oft'erer11Jy Sirtm to de CltttmltollL in l'l'f.llrn !'or t.l11.• nlli:tiH''~ 

which Fmnee c~xt,ended to Sinan. 
La J"on1Jet'c2 wns iustrucl;e<l t.o rol'mt~ t.lte nffl.\1' ul' Hingflm ns 

n. Fl'(nteh baso, and to insist upon the ttppnintllumt of Ft'l'lldl I :nl't•t·

nors at Bnngkokil and l\Iergn.i, whnre t.lw ]1\·ntH~h g;u'l'ison 1\'ll:o:~ l-11 

resirle. rl'l]ese detn:wds were to hE: snhmittml to Plmnlkon by 'J'neltnrd, 

who wns expeeterl to obtn.in sand.ion for Lhm11 fl'«llll liin1: i11 c·u~c·. 

1101\'fWOJ', of :tny nnlookocl for eltn,ngu o[ fwntintrnt. mt tltu pat·L ol' 

8f1tm townl'ds Jl'ritnce, thu instrneLions eotlllniU;nll t.lw Ft.•utwlt l'ot·f~,: 

t.n m1 nt.trwk on B;tngknk, in spit11 ol' t1w p1'ejwlic1u \\'ltic:lt tltis \\'ollld 

entail to tho en,mm hoth nf Christianity ttnd Ft'elH:h eomttwt·eu. 

Do Lionne's lettm·H show tlmt the ?1'1 isflionill'ioK 1\'l~l'tl not ntdy 

]oft, nnt. or any shnre in the;;e nogotitttions, Jmt nlHn thaL he antieipM.

et1 that. tlwy woulrl lead to disastnr. Describing his ynyrtg·o hnc.:k Lo 

• :Situn, he wrot,e: B ''At Bntnvin, 'l'n.C'hwd Lt·anshipped to :tnothm· 

'· vcww1, whieh Net sttil nt once, in ordel' to rettch Siam ahenrl of tho 

'· JloP.t.. On disembarking, he wunt Rtraight to Phanlkon. I do not 

"know whrtt passed bet,ween them: all I know iR that when om· Hhip 

I. 
2. 
3-. 

---,~--------~~----------~~- ------·--.·----·----~---·~ ...... ______ , 
L1cnie1·. 
Etienne Gallais: 
.M,:Jl). 850. p. ~9, 

"1/e.wpedition de S'iam," 



"rortehed thu Bttt', 'l'adml'd cm111u on hu;tt·d nl!tl LulrltiiU pt·inLLely LlmL 

•· Rttngk()k ll'tLs t.o bL·· gin'lt t() the: Fn\ltdl; tlHtt is tu HtLy, tlwy 1\"lJt'n 

'' t.o bu sttttiuned there uuder CL\t'Lttin l'<HHl itions J-h.t·.<l het\l'c\l:ll Plmul

,, kun u.nd 'l\oehard. Either thusu euuditiuns 1\'ul't\ not emrit)ll om or 

"nlst: they \l·et·u utl·.tect:pttLhlt~ b> Lht: Ft•ntteh, for ttlLinmtely the l•~n\'IJ,VS 

'' ln·ukc' with lloth L'lmulkun <LtHl T<Lelmt·<l. H<!II'UI-L'I', llS iL 1\'HS :L 

"nmtLut· snlt~ly hutll'uell t.ltesu gent.ktll!~ll iUld u1w qf whieh l lm1l 

'·no e=".ncL klluwlutlgu, I will t·cd'min l'rom diseuse:>illg' iL ;-:til I e<tlt 

·• H<Ly, f()l' this \l'tLS eullltltl>ll kttowleLlgu, iH tlmt '1\v\h<tl'd Luok lh•: 

·• lutttl i 11 u\-et·yL!tiug." 

l'liAULKux's (Jl!AHHEL WtTH 'fH~: ~~~~sio.'l. 

H seems pl'UixtlJio Lhnt tlw dutnnml of Lhe Freuclt 111 I ~.i87 

for Bt~ngkok tLtH.l MLn·gni tts Frendt g'<LI'ri:c~on towus c•.ttnw tLs tL surpt·i;;;c 

L" l'lmulkun, hut tltat; he sneeuedud in tut·niug it t11 llis own nthanLrLg't!, 

wltik l'tomkriug it pu:-;siblu ot ;teeupLn.tH\c: J,y thn ~ittllwsu t.ltt•ungh tht: 

sLi]mln.tiou tlmt tllu gnrrisons umst take :mmtth of allug·irtuen to Siaut. 

Uu thiH point1 l'lwulkon ll'<ts itllllluml>lc:, in spitu ul' tlw 11isliku for 

it wltieh tlw Ft'c\ltelt uuvoy~ ttlll1 soldiut'fi t.~xpt·us:-:;ud; and lw t:arL'iud it 

uut in ~:;piLe of thuit· oppositiutJ, by oi>Ln.iuing tlw suppurt of Dusl'u.t·gu::>, 

thu Ch.}numl in eotllllltLlld ul' t.IHl uxpediLiuwu·y l'ul'ee-aJJ tddul'iy mau, 

()pposed to Lttkiug unneeus:::~u.t·y l'iskl:l. 

Phttttlkon's tl'inmplt WitH coutpldu nn the rltty wlltltJ tiH:• J•'renelt 

1dliecH'H Lu11durod tlwit· ullogiauee t;o him as the: King lll' Sittm's rupt~::

S!\I!LctLi vu ttt .Btmgkuk; but it eul:lli ltittt tlw l'riendship of tho Freuelt 

eolnny, ns wull tLH tii<LL ol' thL\ [~nvoys CJ1\but·et ttutl Ltt LonlJIJl·o. 

-Ltmiet·'s q uuLttliun hu111 'J'n.e!Htt•d's J\18. jom·Hal t'uvetds Llw 

itnpurtnut ftwt t.IJnt '.l\wh11t'd ILI:-Ju lmd a fuud with tlwsu EH\'u,y:-;. 

'l'hns both Pl~ttulkon ttutl tho Frcmelt Jesuit~ fouucl theuu:>elves opposed 

hy aln1oHt tlte wltole l•'t·urH:h culnllJUllity iu Simu, who not only 

t·esentc;d Pilttulkun's dornint1t.iun aH lnuniliatiug to their pride, but 

foat·ed~ to lm assuciat.ed witlt him i,n tlw uyus of the Shtuw:;o, who---

1. Lmtim·. 
:2. LauutL,r'~ l'epl'!Jlllld·ioll uf do Lioune'~ let;t.et·~ . 

. M.E, vol. 853. Pl'· 72. I 0 I. I 02. HOi>. 3\IJ. 
, 85G. pp. 12::1. 

ill.E. , 880. l'· Hi l'nl' l1iH est;imu.t.tJ of Plmulkon . .. 

.. 
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iL wu:;; eviden{;-were merely waiting- fur a, fan)U!'a.hle moment. t.o 

diROWll hilfl. 
Dr. Liuurw's 1 MS,':). f'Jhull' dearly tbttt the 1vlissiunul'ius :,;lmred 

these feeliug,; vel'y :-JLl'ungly: it war; rmtnral thel'ofuru tlmt their 

leader, Bishop Lt~!lenn, n:; tlw stmim· ttnd lllOHt t·espectud lnotulwr nl' 

t-.lw :Ft·eneh eomlllllllity, Hltould be tho ol(ject of Ph;tttlkou's spite <L!Hl 

J'eEHmtment, ptLI'ticnhHly since reln.tions with Phttulkuu':,; tdlies, tl.tt\ 

• .Jesuits, Wel'l~ cormtttlltly snl~jectod to a stl'ain by tlwil' uppoi:litiou Ln 

t·lte Oath whielt t.ltt! Popu rc\qnire(l tlHLt the Bislwp sl10nld t~rlministw· 

to LltuJn. 

'l'aelmt·cl, on len\'illg ,'-:Jialll Cur Fmneu 1tt tho begiunittg' ul' Uit-\K, 

can·iud with !tint lettul'S from l:'ltn.ulkon to tlte Popo2 M!d Unritt or 
thu 2ud nnrl :ktl tltunmt·y lOHt; with tL a lVIemumncluw 011 the f:ltatu uf 

the 1\Iission."l in IJH.lu-OititHL. Copies uf theNu clocutrwut~-; Wt)J.'e sltuwu 

tu Pt·ince Damt·ung i11 Hollie in l!:JHO tLt tho Va.tict~ll, while tl1u 

origirml ltltter [t·om Plnwl ko11 to the Pope, wl'iLtr~u i 11 Portuguese 

alHl cl iRcov Cl'ecl l.Jy tau ,,t t.Jw Pt·opttgtLlHlt~ lTiclci in Pi;ozz:t~ di 8pttgna 

;tt H.urne lttst ymtl', is here repl'OdUCL~tl. 'l'ltese ducmmmt,s ttre w.itJH.JRS 

of Phttulkon's nttempt to dnumge Bil:lhop Lttuenu, rcpt·escutiug hint 

<tS tL coulixmed unetlly of tbu .Jetmitt:~. 'l'llure iH t.wiclence 11t the 

Pl'opagunda tlni,L they were dil:lcUSHecl. hy the Uul'itL tLI1ll tlmt tlw 

l11t~el' eol'tuied to Le clnmn into tnking :;ide::; iu the qunn·el. 

.It is clear, however, hom J3i:;lwp .f.;~J.nenn's 1jun1 letter, tiHtt 

the .Jesuits lmd Rncceuded iu danmging tlle lVlis~:don's reputation iu 
Europe. Jn eommeuding his Hock bufot·e his detLth to the fatherly 

eat·e of the Holy See, Bishop ]JtLHettU adjmed the Ua,nlimds t.o 

nccept the Ottth of tt dyiug HHLlJ aud to beE en; '1 "tlmt never \\'HH n, 

" fritternity more llevoted to tho Holy See tltau tho Siam 11'Iil:;sion iH 

" and will ever reHmin ; t.htot not a single me1nher is coutnminnbxl 

., "with Jansenism o1· ttny othel' l1el'OHY; tlwt not one of them would 
"not prefer to end his dttys at home, in spite of iusinuatiom; CUl'l'CJit 

I. Ltmwty't-; J'e}WOLluction elf de l.ionne'H lebtel·.~. 
M .E. voL 8o3, pp. 72. 101. Hi2. 305. 3HI. 

, 856. p. ] 23 . 
.l.V1.E. , 880. ]J. 15 fm· hiK u,;tima.te of Phu.ulkou. 

~. 3. Appendix. 
4. La,una.y. encl vol. l. .. 



Thr l?J·cnch Foreign Mi.~sion i.n 8 irnn . 

.. Lo the ulfed, tlt<Lt SUIIH.~ ut~ntu tu Sin.m iu seut·ch o[ ;til eaS)' life, a.nd 

·• nt,IJurs for wurldly g·a.in." (Appendix A. B. U.). 

Udtics of France inHin'wctu Lhttt l~'ntut:u l'awHll'H Frenuh 

i\lir;sionarieH tts tL uwtms uf preparing the Wlty for mel'CtLnLile and 

pulitien.l :wtiuu, 'l'hese pages show that tlw Frcuelt J!'uruigu ~Jis:-1iott 

urigin;ttucl in eit·cumst;uwes tliJeOJIIH:ett:d with F]'(mch politics, and 

dt:pumled for nmintctHLltCt: nprm the (:outrilmtiom; of tltu ehn.rit.nl.>Ju

Lonis XJV's ;tmma! cluuution ol' l ,000 t~t:w; c:onsing· ll'ith tht· dc•n.th cJI' 

:\f gt·. Palln. 1 

It was Llw MiHsiollttrius thuut~·wlvuc; who invited tlw tnult>.t's 
Lo eulllu tu Si!Llil, ;wd they who urged .l ... uuis to HUJHJ ont 1.111 importtwL 
utnlmssy to P't•;t Nami. 'l'lw uwt.ivt~s whielt pt·outptecl them would 
lw.vtJ t~ppt:tdud lu any pioneer/-\ siLwttotl ns t.lwy were. 'l'heit· uaget·
ness to euJJ\·ert l''J'H, Nttt'n,i led the111 it1tu mistttkiug ltis l'avunJ'H, 

t~cmfuJ't'ed upuu them <LH subjuets ol' Luu.i:-; whuHo l\.llinueu lw dnsirud. 
l'ot· i'Jwums <:onl't~n·utl npou them af\ Cl11·istian e\.tLngelists. 

lt \\'ttH Lite lwpu ol' convurtiug 8i<Lltt which lud tltmu to supp<H'L 

Llw SitLJnuHu polic:y ol' <m<LilitLIII!u with Fmueu; but (;lw Ft•eJteh <Jovunl

liJmtt, Hu l'ttl' l'rum t:n-upt;mtiug with tlw111, gtt\'D itH suppot·t to Ll1eir 

uppununts, Lhu .lt~Huits. 

'J'IJt~ ,.JmmiLH ntuHL shtLl'u with Llwir toul PlHtulkun tlw t·espum;i
bility fut· tho etTOI'i:l ul' Ft·uueh puliey in Hia.tn which cultninat'ccl 'in 
the mi I ittLI'.)' oc:~.:upt~tiuw of Bu,ngkok w itll tJ·oop>r pltteod under t.hu 
eontml ol' tltiH unpopular Ureek. 

The i\IissionHJ'ies forul:law t.ltttL LlleHt~ UlTUl'H would involve Llll.:ttl . 
n.Jtd tdl Ft·uuehtlltm in di:-;gnwu with tlw ISiaaJuHu ;:,! yet wben the cmsh 
eauw, tlwy were unti1·ing in their ulforLs Lt) negotiate for thu clispmml 
ol' tho Freuelt gnrriHou. 'l'he garrison J'ailccl to mtTy ou!; in full thu 
tot'Jus wltielt Rishup Ltttwnn lleg;oLitttud for it with tlte 8it1nwse and 
l'ol' which he <Hid !tiH Htttf!' stood sot:ul'ity. In eonsuquence, t.lw 
M i:-;sionariuH wc:ru kept in confiuelllcul; by the Siamese for eighteen 
m<mtlts 1t11d Htdfm·ud pursuentioll nuti I thu Hitt~nusc obta,inetl satiH

:faetiuu.11 

l. Lammr. vul. l. 
~. Heu dec :Lionne'H lettet·s, quoted above. 
il. Set·. J:tel'. V. p. 104·, F. Maldonn.t.n',; H.jc. 

M.E. 862. p. 370. 
" 880. pp. i.ll].(j] il. 
" (i80, p. 13\J. 
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No bettor extt11 1 ph~ eoull11Jo givt~ll ol' t.lll' di.~inLc~L'I'!'>C•·d paLrint · 

ism w11ieh im;pirud tlw li'rLmelt ~1i:-;:-;iuiJMi••s 11Hlll g; .. ;]'"l' Lnrwtlll's 

let.tul', m·itten to Louis Xl \' ou t8Llt ~ltty 11!!10 11'11!.'11 l1•· \\'/!.'< t·,~lt·aso·d 

[t·cnn eolli"i.Jwuwut: 

.. We hn. 1·e no l'l:grds l'tJt' ltttviug t'.:\:]'""'!'1 •llll''it!h'es [., iln]'''i-

·' su11111ent by ttcceptiug bnil for Lhu gtttTist•IL t.IH·I·•·hy "''''lll'ill.~ tlwir 

"i't'eu dupllrturu, in which Yuul' :\Jn.ju.sLy'.o.; horuHtl' \\'t(S "" IIJllelt nl 

,, stake. [f nued l1u, we wonld do Llle sttlllt' tltillg agHIII. ( lttl' sui,-· 

"regret is to :-;eu the ll<tllle of Gud c1t•spisc•d :tnd Frt·tu:lt presLi.~e 

" IJl'ought so lu\1'." 
'l'lte life 1 ol' Ri.o.;lwp LanBtHl is iUJ t!]liLuHI\' qf l],,. t:url~· day.'i 

oP the Mission-It lifu of Htll'L1LHiLting ttJil f,>t' tilt~ wnll':u·v ,.J· l1is l'ait l1 

ttml ol' ltiH country. 
During his Hlliven;it.y etti'Oer at t.IIL' :Sul'IJonJH.'· IHJ liiL!L :'llgr. 

l>rdlu who uuguged ltilll for [;he Ful'eign 1\Jissiun. Hu .o.;;Li]t:d ful' ."liu,Jll 

ttL tlte ttge of 23 and spBnt tbn t'eUHLining :3-I· year:-J of IIi;; lifu tltui'''
In 1G80 dt) Uhoisy 'l doi:Hll'ibod l1itu aN a L;tll, Htw-loukiug 

man, w]JO migiJt lJC bLken fol' ()() instetLd of '~(), addiug: "it !JlliLl'Lt·J' ul' 
"11 ermtury in tho .i\lission Held is bttcl !'or tlw wmplexiutJ.'' 

Hie ntl.tuml inclination led ltim to pt·eful' pu.Htuml to political 
work In rnQ..ttorl:l of diet and dt·ocs bi~ lmbits wot•u ILW'iterc: if 
Home would have a)lowcJ it, he woulcl bu.vu udopted the robu 1111d 

rule of: the BuclcHtistf:i whorn he hoped to uonvet·t, to Cht·isti~:~onit.y.' 1 

IL is signitictmt t.httt nenl'ly all or his llrlllllll'UtlN lutLct'H jii'B

Slll'\'().cltLt Home and in Pttl'is reyual \\'urry O\'tll.' Ll1u lad: ol' unit~· 

ttnwng Catholics outl:-~ide ltiH Mist:dun. All11ost l1is lm]'[iit•:-;[. 11!\,Lw· 

wu.s writteu iu lG!JO while lw Wtts l1eld pl'isutwt· hy Lin•. :-:lin.nWHt'. 
i :1 "fm·tim e c•LL'"O'l'O scr·i!Jo ") ''llt_·l t',..,ol,•tnll (' ]'t' ll 1 · , , " ·" ·~ ·" v .Tout pu 1 res a:-; \\'!~ ; ~ 

trow the umlice of .leflnits u.m1 l'01·tuguese. 

Wl1en Bishop Lamberb ti pt·opo:-ied ld111 ttH eaudidttLl' l'ur 

tlpiseopttl muk, Bishop Vttlln exprm:~Ked donbL whether lw was strung 

euough for tlw post of leader, tmd Ottzil de ltt Bm·uadiEn·e wrutu uf 

1. ~ee :Latmay. 
2. Yo,1;ctye (le 8iw1n. 
iJ. ~m·. Iter. IV. G7. 
4-. , , V. J Bil. 
5. Bee LH.mmy. 
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him ns "a simple soul with ouly rwemge brain power". 
Nevertheless, it was his leadership which carried the Illission 

through the troubled times that followed the death of P'ra Narai, 

and won for the Bishop the respect of thttt King's successor, 1 who 

began his reign by persecuting the Mission. 

If l\fgr. Lttneau lacked the brilliance of Plmulkon, he had the 

"aclvautage of being a goodman, 11Hcl-as Launay says: "In the 

"judgement of Eternity, virtue nwks before cleverness, ancl to be good 

"is more important thu,n to be great." 

l. 1\I.E. 881. p. 610. 
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APPENDIX. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The Propaganda Fidei at Horne possesses the origirHtl copy in 

Portuguese of the letter which Phanlkon sent to the Pope on 2nd 
January 1688 to explain the object of the Memorandum which he had 

entrusted to Fr. 'l'achard. 
Phaulkon came down to· Pakrwm to bid farewell to the 

French Envoy La Loubere and to 'rachard, n.nd he dated his letter 

from the Bar. 
'l'he Vatican possesses a copy of this letter in Italian, also a 

copy of the Memomndum in the Aame language ; but the original of 

the Memorandum has not been traced. It was probably written 
in Portuguese in the same way as the letter. 

The paper on which the letter to the Pope is written consif:;ts 

of a panel in w bite, reser\'ed for the Acript, above which there is 

lotus-leaf ornamentation in gold, and the panel is surrounded with 

a gold framewot·k. The letter is ttt the lower end of tho sheet., the 
remainder of which consists of a dappled-green backgrouml, decorated 

with large flowet·-spt·ayH picked out in gold and white. '.L'ho flowers 

resemble those commonly used in Persian designs. 

There was much intercourse between Siam and the Moham

medan States in Persia 11nd India in the X VIIth century, and it is 

probable that Paulkon obtained the paper from one of these sources . . 
'l'he Memomndum is a clever presentation of the grievances 

o£ the Jesuits against the French Foreign Mission. It is divided 

into five portions: 

1). An account of the Christian origins in Tonkin and of 

the exclusion of the J'esuits from th11t land, which led the Tonldnese 

converts to appeal to Phaulkon £or the return of the Jesuits, and 

Phaulkon's failure to obtain this from Bishop Laneau. 

2). Account of the troubles in Annam, where the converts 

were forbidden to receive absolution from non-juring Jesuits, and 

punished for so doing. 

The reluctance of French priests to settle in Cambodia is 

mentioned a.s tbl;l re&son why tha.t ~ountry is less troubled by them 
• 
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than the other two kingdomR; while in South ChiwL tludt· !Ll'riml 

was too rece~t to luwe led to serious disturlmneu. 

3 ). A survey of the Mission Sttttions in Sir~m. together with 

ten observations upon the conduct of the Freuch. 
4). Detttils of Phau1kon's quarrel with Bishup Ln.lWtL\1, !Lri::·ling 

out of the ltttter's insistence upon auministm·illg the 011tb to three 

Dominicans from Goa. 
5). Suggestions for composing the rcligionH ~;t,rife. 
The Oath which waR such a subject of contention is reprouuceu 

in the original I .. atin together with a brief n,lJstmct of its eHse11tial 

features in English. 
Pha.1~llcon's lettm· to J1f?'< Fm·mwnelle, Sect'et.n,ry of the I!'L'(mch 

Foreign Mission in Pn,ris, was wl'itten the dtty uefore hiR letter to 

the Pope denouncing the conduct or the French roroign 1\'TiHRiOll!Ll'ies 

in the East. It contains no mention of the quarrel Letwecu Plmnlkon 

and the l\1ission11ries. It is 'vvritten in flattering terms, potisibly as 

a reminder of the debt which the Mission owed to PlHLnlkou fot' his 

patronage. 

'rhe letter bears on the reverse side a well p1·esm·vod imprmt

sion o£ Phaulkon's personal seal-a falcon among the Lilies of 

France, surmounted with a coronet to 'vVhich he was entitled as 

Chevalier de l'Ordre de St. Michel. 

Bishop La1tect1&'s letter to the Pope exphtins the Bishop's 

attitude in the dispute with Phaulkon wl1ich the latter describes in 

the last part of his Memorandum. 

The Bishop's duty, as Vicar Apostolic or Papal Representative, 

required him to exact the Oath from aH Priests officiating in his 

diocese. A few years ea.rlier, the Bishop had used his discretion to 

grant the very exemption for which Phaulkon pleaded in vain on 

behalf or the Dominicans in 1687. For doing so he received a 

severe reprimand from Rome in a letter dated December 1686, on 

receipt of which he wrote the letter here reproduced. 

In it he admits that he used his own discreHon on the 

occasion in question, and explained to the Pope the necessity which 

sometimes compels the Papal representatives in distant lands to act 

" 

l' 
\ 
l I 
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upon their own judgement; he regretH tlw.t his action has not been 

!tpproved, u,nd he pla,ces hiR resignation in the hnmls of: the Pope. 

Hoth letter ~end Menwranrlnm nm'lt hrtve t·eaehed Rome 

simnlt.11nconsly. WJmte\'er their colllhinerl dl'r~d, mtty han helm, it 

is worth t'etrwmbering tlw.t tt Jette1· exists, w1·itten Ly the Popt~ to 

Bishop Ltmen.n in lfHlG, the yunr of the BishnJ/s death iu Ayl'tt'lit. 

It is 1t gonol'nns nleng'lliLion by the Popu nf Mgt·. L:monn'H son·icos, 

ttl1!lltn enenm·ngn111enL to him to pe!'Ht~voJ·e to tho end. 

'l.'hoRe who lm\'n J'C:t<l tlw nnmot·onR Iotter:-; of BiHhop Lttneu n 

1tnd uf his MiH:-~iomtriuf.l willre<t<l the Momomnrlnm with inCI'Uilnlity, 

sinetl tlw lntt.ers lwwe no 1lonbt ttL all of tlw e.'li-Wnt.i,d g·ur>rlneHfl nnd 

Y.etd of tho RiHhnp nn1l of JJtOHt of hil'l lwlpen-1. 

This eom·ietion is l'nrtifbl hy the refteJ'once;; to them cml

tttinrJd in Lhe ?,fumoiJ'fl or Clw\'n.lim· cle Forhin-n, ;;oldie!', A:tilm nnrl 

nutn of the world, who c:amc into cont.acL wiUt thent in Si1tlll in 

In:·m 
Fm·bin 1n:dzt.~s no seCI'et oC tltD oeca:-;ional lm1W1ll HhOJ·teo!llings 

whieh l1e olmel'\'1'<1 amm1g :-;omu of thu priuKLR. Snch f1tiling11 ttl'u 

littble to occm· in 1t11y r·o!ll!lltl!lity, awl hi;; ttrlmiHHion of Llwm mther 

lends weight to tlw tt·ilmt.o which hu ptt.)'K to tho clmntcter and 

work or the lllltjority of Lho rnemberH of tho Foreign MiHsion in Siam. 
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l'eAuAN VERsiON A'l' 'l'HE VA'l'ICAN (OARPEGNA 82) Ol!' 'l'HE 

LE'L"J'EH. l<'IWIII PHAULKON TO POT'E INNOOicNT XT, 
vVm'l'TEN lN Pcm'l'UGUESE AND PH.l~SEHVED A'l' 'rilE PHOPAGANDA FIDEl 

( Scr. H.ef. V. 13. ) 

Sa,ntisRimo Pn.dre, 

Hu.vendo sapnto aJl' a,rrivo del Padre 'J'n.ciar r1 questn. Corte 

l'honore ehe Lr~ 8antitti, Vostra htwcvtt fntto alln 1Hi1~ luttem eon ac

cetta.rla, hebbi nn grandi:-~:-~imo dispincere ehc l'indispo!4itionc clolmeclo

Rinw l:'ttclre in Pn.rigi l'lmvesKe impeclito <li itll(laru dt~ lllin. pttrte a 

baccia,re i piedi o,ll S. Y. e l'ttppresel!tarle Le purticolat·ith delle qunli 

l'ha,vevo inen,ricntomolto impm-tanti al sot'\'itio eli Dio No."itro Signore, 

e n.lla propn.gntione <1elh1 Sun Santa Fl:cle in questa Oriente: poiclH3 

beu c:onosco il y,e]o e ptttm·no nft'etto dullr1 8. Y. 11011 soltttnente in qnel 

cite toc:ca a qucsti pm-ti uu\ ancom t~ que] ehe tocctt a tntto l'universo, 

come tl.ltreRi l'oblig<ctione cho l!o twtwti T<lrlio Ntmtro Signmo di nou 

passar sotto silentio neKsmm tt cio spetbtnttl ehe veug:t tt mio eonosci

mento. ll che :-~nppost.o, spot•n clw tntto qthd ehl_l trn.ttm·o sopm quesbl. 

ml1terin. Httra ben rier!vnto ed approv;tto cbl ht 8. V., nel elw io confesso 

cite non mi interesso pet· poco. Del J'esto c:ol crnmidern.re che non .si 

tmttE~ tli altro che tlel servitio della St1Tlta Mn.clre ChieHll·, spuro cbe 

la lVIaterilL th se medc.;Kima Hitl por pt·oeumr:o~i c];tlltt 8. V. uu favorevole 

rescritto. 

Ah S1tntissirno Pnd I'll, se :L:t S. V. potesRe \'Utlol'D lo st:tto in cui sj 

trovn questa Chiesa e il Cttnale c:hc Rht ttperto :Llltt pt·npngrttione tlella 

Santtt Fode in qneAta nu1ggim· ptt.rte dd lVfonrlo Rt~mm viohm;;m nlcmm, 

ttnzi con somrnlL dolce:t.?.:1 e sonvita trtnto g-nwde clw pol:lso ttssiem·J,Lre 

LaS. V. no havesRi Ia rnim acl nltro cl!cl ttd unit pi eta sincora clisin

teressata da tntte le coso del Mondo, od n. togliero ]a, confnl:lione ed 

i scrupoli delle conscion:t.e eli tntta La Christianita eli ques' Ot·iente, 

La Sua Santa Piet[~ prenderebbe per certo quelle misure chc conven

gono alla gloria di Nostro Signore, poiche dove non e pace ne nnione, 

poca speranza n'e della presenza di Dio. 

Ln, pieta eli Beatissimi Pontefici antecessori della S. V. e stata 

granclissima. Con tutto cio so che quei che bavevn,no l'antorita clai 

)?ontefici no:r;t h£t,n cl8tto Stlla S~Lnta Sede quelle ampie notitie che con-- . 

I 
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venivnno ttlla pace eel unionc neccHfl!Wilt pc:r il huon os!'lll}lio alit~ nniuw 

nuovltmente convel'Lite al conoscimento di Din, 1n1L dw al CtlllLmrio lu 

loro richieste non hanno mirato ad nlt1·n elw ad aeeJ·esi'IH't> I:L Lol'U 

potenza per dttr drt intendere ai popoli dul11• CIISI' 1·lw L:t ~. \'. 

COllOSCCl't\ rlaJie COllSOilUellJ~B, il flnttlc ttbbn~ .. :~ll%1L !Jli ws((> l]a! disp:ll:l'io 

che rice\·ci qunndo intercedei per In ptLCu ~~ put· l:t pi::L:'L 1:l11: l'lln\'l'llim. 

Ho d 1t rnppreHonta.re alliL H. V. ti'OfljliJ pi1'1 l'llt: IH'ss:t l'lllnJ•l'i'll

clersi in una lctt.em. e cnsl mi rlinJOttet·o ad till llll)lltill'ialt: enttsl•.~·n:Lli' 

al Hopra,cletto P. Tacin.J', Reg-nato di Jilin IIHUH> pt:J' l':tp}ll't'.sl'tiLnrlo alia. 

8. Y. con ugni riRprtto e RommisHionc, 1' non llnl>il.ll d11: ,tJ,J,ia l't•tl't•Ltll 

che con,·iene nl setTitio rli Nosf;m Signoru, alilt g·lllrin. lit·! Ia ,<..;, \'., alln 

paeu e qniete r.1ellt:l r:onHeiem:o eli migli:titt rli ttuitttP in qt11•.~f' < lritHtlt~. 

le <putli o!Lre molte lmvmnno qne>~tn singohro tlh]ig,Lzilltlt' di ]~~''~.~·al'u 
Dio N. S. per lit longn vitn, della 8. V. 

II He mio Signore non lllt ,·olnto difful'in~ di <'ot'l'U~l'~'ll'l'q'l: ni 
Bt·evi della S. V. o cnHi hn nominato il snpJ•nLlntt.o 1'. Tnein1· Jl'"' Snu 
indato strcll'dinn.rio per s~tlutrt.t•e dn. F3mt. pnri'.e Ln. H. V. c~ di ;tssi<~llt'n,rllt. 
della Sw1 pl'ot,ettione e Roccot'F!O per tntt;i i religinRi u Cill·isLiani t:sHi.~
tauti non solo nei Snoi regni lWt annom in tnLto J'OriL:tJt,p., el>llll! ltiH~III'It. 
per iuformat·e LaS. V. della Sua ottinm volnnth; dul <!111' L:L ~. \'. 

gust.era molto. 

II soprn.cletto In pin, to presentedt. a lin R. Y. rln min pttl'te nlr·n1w 

cose rli quest' 01'iente alle qnttli progo InS. V. eli far J'honoru di !leeut

t~rlc, il clw mi Rft.l'f1 eli sommn gusto e cmH.;olntiorw; u<l :LH.'-Iietn·o L11 

8. V. che i snoi annnali cormnancli non 1ni Fll1l'ttnno minori. 

Non ho altt·o 11 domandare cho con RonmHt lmmilith ln. S1m 

Saut,t henerlittiuue. L'Iddio conservi Ln. 8. V. per eonsolatimw di 

tnttl11n, ChriRtianit.U.-rrue.~to e il desiclc•J•io eli che e, BentisHilllO r.ulrr~. 
Della Santitit Vostrn., 

l\Jolto humile figlio, rnolto nbbidiente, e molto obbligato sel'vitore, 
Dalla Bara di Siam. 

2, Genn. 1688, 0, PHAULIWN:. 
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ENGLISH 'L'RANSLA'l'ION OF '!'HE l'i'AL£AN VERkiON CH' PJrAULKON's 

LE1"rER 1'0 'l'HE PoPE, DA'l'ED 2/1/1688, A'r 'l'HE V A'l'IOAN. 

(CAHPEGNA 32.) 

Most Holy Father, 

43 

Upon the arrival of Father 'L\whn.rd rtt this Court, I leamt 

of the honour which Your HolinesH had conferred upon me hy 

accepting my lettm·: and I relt r1eep regret, tlmt tit is Pnther Rhonl!l 

have been detained a.t P11riR by ill-henlth, and pl'O\'cntl~d from going 

to Rome on my behaH to !dRs the feet of Ynlll' l-Toline~:>~ and Lo com

municate matters of grc11t import.l:tnce l1oth for the ~:>ervicc of Our 

Lord and for the sprettcl of hiR Holy <1oHpel in this prwt of the East. 

In charging him with this mission, I hn.c1 in 1nind hoth the 

keen fatherly nft'ection of Yom· Holiness fen· thuflu \;tnds ttlHl 

for the whole world, also the dnty I owe to Onr Loru 

God not to pass over in silenC(l any llltttterR n.tl'ecting it whieh 

may come to my notice. I trnst thet•eful'e thtLt Yum HolineHs will 

accept with approval all that I write on this Hnbieet., in whieh I 

admit I a.m deeply concerned; ttll<l I rely upon the un.tme of my 
communica.tion (which concBrnfl the well'1~l'<J of the Holy :\lother 

Church) to secm·e for me a l'twonr'tLhic t·eply. 
Could you but see, Holy Fn.ther, the pre.'!ent Htate of the 

Church here, a.nd the roa.d tlm~ i:o~ open fol' e~preading the Holy 

Gospel in thiA, the greater portion or tho Etwth, without nppettling 

to force hut with all gent.lnnesR !11Hl kindnesH ;-(fm· I protef-lt tha~ 

my a.ims are pure and free f1·mn 111l worldly mntterH, being l'ocnssed 

upon the removal of the doubts and eonfmdon tlmt nfRict the con

sciences of all Christians in this pa.rti of the East)-Your Holiness 

would doubtless take such steps as would he eu!Hlueive to the glory 

of God; since where Peace a.nd Unity ttt·e absent, there is small hope 

of God's presence. • 

Most eminent l111s been the piety of Your Holines:;' predeces

sors, Popes of ever blessed memory : notwithst11nding this, I know 

that their Delegates have failed to furnish the Holy See with 

such full reports as are desirable in the cause of that Peace 

and Unity so necessary by way of example to those newly con

verted to the kl.1QWl~dge of God, and t~HI>t on the contrary, the 
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aim of 11ll their cl11imH Juts been solely to twgment their own power 

by influencing popular opinion in matterH which Your Holiness will 
Jearn from the seqnel, as I leal'nt full well to my own cost when my 

mediation in the cause of peace nnd proper decency was dismissed. 

I lmve more to submit to Your HolincsA than can he contained 

in a letter; I 11m therefore having recourse to a l\Iernor~tnclum which 

I have signed with my own band and entrusted to Father 'l't1Chard 

to pasR on to Yom HolinesA with all respect ancli·mbmiRHiou: I have 

no doubt that it will be effective in Goci'H service for the honom of 

Your HolinesH 1111d for the peace amlrepose of thonsamls of conscienc

e,c.; in these E.n,stern lands, whose spur~in,l duty it is to pray God to 

grant Yonr Holiness a long life. 

'rhe King, my Master, desiron:-:~ of replying airect.ly to the 

letterR of Your Holiness, has appointed tho aforesaill Father 'l'acbnrd 

~1"1 his special Envoy to weet Your Holiness with the assUl'ILllCe of 

his help nnd protection for all ChriHtimls, not only in his kingdom 

but in nJl the En,st, also to convey an a.'lSUl'ance, which Your Holiness 

will !llUch appreciate, of his very good will. 

rche same Envoy will offer to Yonr Honnoss Oil my account 

sundry objects frow this part of tho Ktst, whieh I beg Your Holiness 

to do me the honom to accept. 'J'his, I p1·otest, will afford me as 

,much pleasure ttncl comfort as do the yea,rly m·ders which I receive 
frmu Your Holiness. 

Nothing remains for rne but to pray with t11l humility for 

Your Holiness. 'l'lmt Yom· life nHty be preserved to be a comfort 

for all Ohristinns is the prayer of 

Yom Holiness' 

1\fost hum Lie ,'lOll, aml most obedient and most obliged servant, 

\Veitten frorn tbe Bar of Siam, 

2nd January, 1G88. 

0. PHAUJ.ICO~. 

" 
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OUrt HOLY LOltD A~D FATITEH 

POPE INNOCENT THE Xlth 

FRO:\! 

LORD CONSTANT PHAULKON. 

Since Yonr Holiness is plea.sed to tttkc such Rpecial interest in 

rlisseminating our Holy Faith, a11d chm·ishes :-;ueh tuuder l'cdings for 

the ChL"istinn Community in this pttrt o£ tho East; Hi nco tth;o a know

ledge of all the cit·cumstances reif1ting thereto cannot but contributu, 

to the fonrmtion of cmwlusions 11nd dcciRions worthy of the Glory of 

God, I for my part crave permission on behaH ol' the h1l'ge Ohristitw 

Community in Tonkin to submit certain rnatters in clue ordet· to Your 

Holiness, for the proper understanding of which I Hhonld explain to 

Your Holiness the fanner uonditions enjoyed by the:-;e poor Cl'eatmes 

and the Ol'igin of the despel'ate Rtraits to whicl1 they baNe been 

reduced. 

It is well known that the Fathers of the Company [of Jesus] 

were the first to prmtch the Gospel in Tonkin, ~Lnd were for many 

years ·practically the only labourers ir1 that VineytLrcl of the Lord, 

in which-as their Records relate- they were the victimH of much 

perseL'U tiou. 

In the eud, Fr. Fueiti was taken into bvom by Llu~ King 11rul 

by the greater part of tho B.oynl Family, ·with tho result that he was 

allowed to wear clerical dress, tLBd the privileges he enjoyed were 

rcHectcd up on his Church and Flock; furthermore, tho rospoct in which 

the Jesuits were held wttR such as to wttn·ant great hopes for the 

conversion of the entire population. 

For reasons only known, as so often happens, to God's own 

infinite Providence, it pleased God to permit the Bishop of Beritus 

together with 1\'i:gr. Pallu to come in lay attire among the people with 

whom the Portuguese reside in Siam, and to be expelled. from 

the settlement with much loss of dignity and mortal danger. After 

suffering much inconvenience, they [the Bisl1ops] had recourse to the 

1. Vat. Bibliotecr• Oarpinert. Oongregatione. 32 . .. 
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expedient of obtaining credentials frorn the King of France, which 

took the form of a simple letter of int,rocluction. 

They spent six mouths haggling with the Siame:,;e Court over 
the procedure required for the reception of this letter. The agree

ment which they finally lllade was that the aforesaid Gentlemen 

should carry the Jetter into n, pavi]iou, where it wns to be opened 
in the prescm:e of tho whole CoUL't 1 excepting the Royallftunily. 

'l'he next day, the letter was carried to the Royal audience 

chamber in a great golden bowl, n.nd deposited upon a silver table, 
distant several paces from the throne. 

The Bishops removed their shue8, t~nd having put on new 
slippers at the entmncc to the hall, l)roceedod to take their seat 

upon r~ carpet. Between theta and the King stood the silver table 

on whicl1 was the Iutter and the presents which they brought from 
Europe. 

A similar reception was accorded to the letter from Your 
Holiness. 

His Majesty opserved the r~wourable and gracious terms in 

Yvhich the Bishops were recommended to Him by Your Holiness and 

by the Most Christian King. He was pleu.sed to take them under 

his proteution tLnd tv bestow favours upon thern 6n every occasion, 

as is known both to your Holiness t1nd to His Most Christian Majesty. 

Thus assured of support, the Bishops took counsel concerning 

:rankin and Cochin-Ohina. Having taken copious advice, they 

fitted out a small vessel for Tonkin under the command of a Ft'ench

man named Domenil. [Dumesnil.] As however they set out some

what late in the season, they were carried out of their course as far 
as Land's End [of the East where Manila is situated.] Here, as all 
the world knows? Mgr. Pal]u, Bishop of Heliopolis, took ship for 
Spain. , 

'l'hey, [the Bishops], being failed in their [first] attempt, made 
terms with an English trader plying between Siam and Tonkin. 
'l'his man caniecl some of their Missionaries to 'l'quldn wearing the 

l. Lit: "fltmily." 
2. He wa~ arl'ested fo1· lan<iling h1 Spanish territory :without a 

permit and sent to Spain in olw.i11s. 
• 

. r 
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dres.'\ of l1tymen. 

The ln.ttet· straightway songht hy sundry methods to suppress 

the ,J mmit Fathom mtltet' than to extend the [limits of] the Faith and 

to baptise the natives. Fim1ing, however, that the Christians stoorl 

firm in their allegiance, tlH!Y lmd recourse to H.ome, and sent false 

information to the College of Cnrdhmb with Huch HncceHs Llmt Fr, 

Ftwiti tmd hiH collettgueH were withdrawu. The httter were despoiled 

of their Chmche~, n,ml of tlwir houHos, furniture, ttlld all they pos

sc:;;sed; they wore ttlsu prohibited frotu re-enteriug 'l'unkin or Cochin

China by rLuy route. 

Tlw King ~;cut to l\!twao and threatened tlmt city witb l1is 

\·engennce uu less ;) mmit:;; were sent lrilll. 

Shortly aftenvanlK, the Viettrs Legan tu ordain certain Ubris

titw [converts] tu tti<l them in their l\liH~Jiomn·y work. 

'J'he next event wa,s tlmL the European l\Iissionaries were 

denounced lLH being French Lmders,1 and it was only with much 

dittieult,y tlmt the Bishops were ttllowed to leave the city. 

The result is that tlw only l\iinistmtions nvailable for these 

poor itLmbs am those of peast111t priesliR, who lack the training and 

pmctice needed to perl:orrn their l\.Iiuistry, ttnd commit countless 

solecisrns, wliich at·e not fitting to bo mr~ntionecl to Your HoEness 

nnrl whieh I should hlnslt to t•elatc even in private. 

8neh prucerlurc in the gnidanec of Lhe Hoek would occttsion 

gmve d.isul'dm· oven tLllumg thu lmRL ChristittnR of Europe, aml much. 

liJDl'O ntnung 1mti ves wltoHe fttith i::; still iu the bud. Uau the rove

renee (lne Lo unt· Holy Sut\ in hoa,theu l:LlldH be preserved iutu,ct, when 

Mi11isters nxe discovered living such lives? 

It is :t fu,ct Llmt 11t thiH uwment more than 200,0002 pm·sons 

refuse ConfeHHiuu, Cuuununion, the hearing of Jlilass, tLDd the per

fonuance oE the eultuml duties incumbent upon them; and wheu 

they t1l'e overtaken by death, they jnvarit1bly coJl in vain for the 

customrLl'Y ttssistance. 

l. Because of their by dre~~. Scr. Ref. IV. 57. 
'rhe Bishop Hnggestecl wearing yellow robes, like the Buddhists, 
but Rome vetoed the idea in March 1685. 

2. In the text-200m. 

.I 
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Fnr t.h('Sil n:asuJJS t.liPy fnll. I'!Jltljll'ill!d l.r1 :;,·ttd f!ltll' ( .'att•t:ltists 

Ln ituplllt't'. 1111: Lo iuL,·n·t:lll'. 1111 t.lJ,·ir ldmll' witl1 t l11• 1'\isiHljlf-l tD 

rlc•srmteli n ,IJ,suiL F:tl.lli:J' Lo t.:•lliSid" Llwltt; aud, iJ' l t'•Hdd 1111L JH'IJI:tll'e 

it., Lo pnL tht:llt in Lilt: W:L,Y of 1111L:Liuillg' a passag•· (q Eltl'<IJIH, in "rllur 

tiHLl! thr:y llli"·hL Jli'IIHLmLo tlllilllfiili\"I:S tlL tlw r .... t ut' Y!llll' I lolilll'Sfl " ,.., 
awl nnfnld Lit•: Wl'nLt:llud eoiHiiLi'lll ,d' Lltuir ,,,,nst:it:Iw•·.-;, llltd hug fur 

Lltt: pmpt•J' u.nd !'llslotuary a.ssis(-:lll!!t:. 

\Vlwu inflll'IJtc•d of this, I insisC•·rl lljlll!l Lito pt't•sunen of urw 

11f tho 13it-d111p's ~I issirllllll'ies at Uu: itt1t•l'l'it•l\' wltielt I :tet:ut•tlutl tu 

those CntuehisLs. 

After lisLuuin~ L11 Llw t:x.pnstll'U of t J,.,;,. n•tsn-as :tlrl·'ttdy 

r;t:tted-:11111 1ilwugl1 sLt·•1ngly iil!prussurl l1y iLs jnsLieu, 1 nr·gt:ll Lhelll 

to r;ubrnit Lo tl1r: ot'dBrs ,J!' Llw lluly M'1Ll11:l' Cl11!1't:h. I L11lll Chum 

thttt HUcl1 :H!lJIItissiun W11Uld :Liford Yot!l' llolinuss a. l't'id pr(•.t,ex.L for 

u,>;sisLing Lli1•,llt in tltU wny they rlnHirud, wliilo tltc~ir l"'e:-.;rmt hnarl

Htnmg ac:tinll only c:ut·ved tu pr•·-.indir~o Ll11: ApiJ.'ibJiie Sou agninst tJwrn 

anrl n.gttinst tlw ,}usnit, H1ttlwrs. I nrgc:d Llu1L. si11eu nll l\1iuiHturs arn 

Ministers of Clu·ist, it iH nnHeeudy to dmw di:-tLiudiouH ltuLwnmt the 

stLcramcntH ac!Jniuif.lt.erud by inclivichuLlH, wltielt snet·atnnnts shoulcl 

be received in deep hnrnility, if Llwy :1ro to he ple:1Hing t,n Gorl; ftncl 

thltt the shortcmningH or tho nforuHILicl MiniHLet'H enn rlo t.hmn 110 

injury in thoit· dc:votions, and can only hurt tho MiniHt.urH tltemsolveR. 

Thoy repliml with ume!J rosorvn 1ilmL Lhoy knew LhiH full 
•well, but tlmL tlw Cltl'iHLittn't wul't: Ho lliHgusto<1 by Lho evil t:xhibitiou 

tli:1t they WCI'I! iue11p11blo of rueoiving sneh C<JilllHels nnluHH ltccomp11!lied 

by 11 cl111nge [ol stalfJ. 't'ltoy m·gu<1 ropunLudly Llmt in tLllY ea:ow Llw 

Missi01mdes ft·otu Eul'opo wot·e puwe1:leRH to hettl the wouw]H caused 

by the int~tructorH they thems<ll veH hall chosen. 
I sttLtecl my conviction tbttt if the Christians wonld submit to 

.. Your Holiness, tlwir prayers would obtain from Your Holiness both 

a revers11l of the Interdiction ag!1inst the Jesuits, and the despatch 

of many members of that order to console them. 

They replied that for their part they would much appreciate 

such a gracious favour, but that the Christians were so incensed 

against those who had separated them from their original Ministers, 

whom they looked upon as their very Fathers, that, unless a Jesuit .. 
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retumer1 to instruct them, there waR no proRpect of: a Sl~ttlement, but 

rather or inCl'Cl1Serl disorder. They therefore hmnbly begged lllO on 

behalf or the dis:'latisned Ohl'is!:ians eit,hur to obtain the Bisl10p's 

permission fOl' 11 ,Tesnit to be sent t,o Llwut ponc1iug tile plensuro of 

Your Holiness to apply a retuetly, m· ul~m to asliist them to go in 

person tmd !tty themselves tLt the feet of Yonr llolitJuss and cmvc 

protection for their cunsLituentli LogoLhur w i Lh tit e concussion of that 

which would bring solacu to so nHtny tltl)mmnd souls, 11 brge munher 

of whom wore pttSHing to tlw life beyon<l wilihout the benefit of any 

Sacrament. 

These words, l\[ost Holy Fa,tlJer, made so deep nn i111pressimt 

upon my mind that I wns at 11 lose; fol' n reply, :-;inco I felt compelled 

to procure their request,, supported as it W<LS by such a ren,sormblc 

appeal to the justice of their case. 

I said, thetefore, that I would rlificuss the matter with the 

Bishop, and that I wafl certain that he would he good onongh to 

afford them relief and Rave them horn hfLVing to confront aJl the 

dangerR of the deep merely to obtu.in the pcrfonnanee of. what would 

be held by Your HolincRs to be a binding duty. 

Knowing however that the King of France hncl definitely 

forbidden the French ,Jesuits1 to take the (htth dmwn up by the 

"Propaganda,"; fearing aJso that if I appt·oached the .Bishop on the 

subject, he rnigbt rnake hiH consent dependent upon the willingness 

of tho solected Envoy tu take tho Orttb, I fult nrml>le to reply, even • 

conditionally, until I httd sounded Fr. Fontem1i, the lemlm· ol: tlt e six 

French ,J mmits, concerning Iris iulontion.'l. 

'l'be following d11y I sent for Fr. Fontonai and expbincd the 

circumstances of the Ohristi[1n flock in 'l'onkin, telling him that it 

would Le an easy matter for him to bring to the Chl'istiuns in 'l'onl<in 

the succour that they cmvu, tm acLion which would be welcome both 

to Your Holiness and to the King his llH1Rter. His reply was that 

though ready to pedorm all the duties incurnbent UIJOn him, he wa,s 

nevertheless unable, in defiance of the " Propugancla's" pl'ohibition, to 

l. Six Jesuit aHtronome1·s, including 'l'ncbnnl, cmue nut with <le 
Chaumont's embassy in 1685, !tncl twelve more in 1687 with L11 

Loubere. 
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AmHl n. ,Jmmit to 'l'cmkin. 

lHeuting the Bislwp ~~ fuw <hys Inter, I informed him of nJl the 

afuees:~id troubles, l.mt said uuthing about the sLops euutemplnted in 

the event of l1is refnstLI to help. 

[ bnmght fot'Wttrt1 evet·y eolleeivable nrguuwnt i11 snpport of the 

jnstice uf the Cttse; Lut nil thnt 1 gut iu reply wns that the trans

feJ·enc'-! of <t ,J mmit was ont!-~ide his juriHclictiou . 

. He g<LVe vent to hie~ imptttionee witl1 both Jesuits and Cate

dlisLs, Iuillilllisiug tiJC uumlJurs of those who ;u·u affected, and 

ltsserting ti.HLL it was po.Ysible tlmt things might tueml of: themselves, 

siueu they wm·u les:-> despemtu tlw.n I ruprur-:wntod tlwm. 

I sublllittud to hilll the JllU.!lJ' som·ces of information I pussess

ud HIHLl't hol!l tlw Cu.Luchists. These be could uot deny; bnt he 

rumuiued linn, tLilll Hwupt <Limy u.ll wy tLrgnments with the reiter

tttiou tlmt it W<LH out:-~icle his jmisdiction to ::;end tL Jesnit to 'l'onkin. 

[ nmde uo see1·et of umy surpri~:~e tlmt His Grace, as Con

troller of the .Mission in Tonkin, !mel sent no report on tl1 e position 

of alft~il'fl there, whore more tlmn 4,000 Cln·iBtians were dying every 

year nnshriven, lllOl'O pttrticnlady Binc~J the limits of his jurisdiction 

forbu.cle hiu1 to apply thu remedy indictttecl. 
I <~deled tlmt the retum o£ the J esuitH was ctdled for in. ,the 

iuterest Loth uf ju~:~tiee allll of present needs; ctncl told ·him that Your 

Holiuei:!H n.ncl the Propagu.nda hu.d berm. previon::;ly rniAinfonnecl, and 

• tlmt if Hi::; Umce denied to RIJ umny souls the eonsolu.tion they 

reqni red, I pen;onally should emuplctin of it to Your Holiness. 

He u.clmi tted that there Wltl:l nothing to pt'event me from 

writing tL complaint, but be doubted whether my letter would ever 

"'eL tts fat· aH Your Holiness. "" . 

I told him tbttt I coulcl not believe th:1t Rome wns so imper-

vious to the reception of the truth, tLS ho nutcle out; and that where 

tbe sn.lvtttion of a siugle soul wa.s involved, ~>ueh behaviour would 

merit tho Divine di~o~appruval, and ttll tlw more where so many 

thousrmd souls were involved. 

I urged thu.t the distress of all these new converts, who only 

needed the presence of one of Gael's Ministers to satisfy them, con

stituted loll elementary duty for His Grace towards God, and that 
.. 
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it, Wits worth his while to ponder on tho utl:'ence ttncl iujury which 

om Holy Religion would suffer in tho natives' estimation, when 

they ohsurverl tlw UllCOtnpt·omising httl'HhllOSS of tho leaders of the 

Church lttlll the lack of harmony Lttnongi:it them. 

I charged t:tll tlli:-; on hiH cousciouce t:tncl held him 11nswemble 

before God fur it, Httttiug lllY conviction that the gooJnesH t1llrl kiuclly 

zeal of Your Holinesi:\ would im;tttntly 11pply the needed bt:thn tLS 

soon lL8 the trouble was known. 

In eonch.mion, I showed my clii:iappointmeut 11t the discovery 

that u 11 tho fu.vourr-; I had showered upon the 0 hurch out here had 

not won me a cuncesr-;ion which dcpunclell so completely upon him. 

Every imaginable argument which l could lLdduce in the 

cause of justice and connnomense, supported by precedent~:~ drawn 

from ~:~acrecl nml profttne history, was powerless to exr,mct anything 

more from him than a repetition of his previom: auswers. 

Not only did the Bishop refur-;e my so jm;t request, but his 

dependentfl took it upon themselves to mise their voice!:! against the 

Fathers o( the Company of Jesus, thrm1tening that their GenernJ 

would be C!Lllccl upon in Rome to account for their actions out here, 

fit'Rtly for tLgitating to go to Tonkin in spite of the prohibition, 

secondly for alienating the sympathies of a Minister of the )Cing: 

which I fmnkly assure Your H~liness is the reverse of the truth. 

Some clays afterwards, when the Bishop was 11bout to proceed 

to Ayt'tt'l'tL, he asked Fr. Fontenai Lo tell me tlmt, on thinking it • 

over, he felt he owed me ::lome clegree of HatisEaction in the 'l'onkin 

lmsiness. Although compelled to pt·oceeLl to Ay1lt.11t, he promised, 

when there, not to forget his obligation. This he contirmed from 

Ayut'!11 in writing some cbys later by the lmnd of 1\'lt-. de la Vignee. 

On returning to Lopburi, he told me that if I could wnit until tho 

next s11iling of the fleet ttfter thiH one, he might be able to allow 

one ot more Jesuits to go to 'l'onkin, but that under existing 

circumstances jt vvas dangerous. 

On the arrival here of the twelve French Jesuits, I felt it my 
duty before God, and therefore on behalf or Your Holiness, to 

endeavour to obtain the despatch of some o£ these Fathers to Tonkin, 

as the mshop had promised. At the same time, I determined to ask 

• 
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the Bishop his opinion in the rn·osoiwe of 1\fr. Cebcret-tbe Envoy of 

the Most Christian Kiug-ttud of nil the leading ucclesim;tics. 

I omit the account of tlmt cli~:~cu:;;siou, and loave it to .Fr. 

'l'achtLn1 to relttte it Lo Yom Holiness. It will thou be :;oen th11t the 

Bishop, though he pt·omisec1 to commit with Ft·. Tachanl, never 

meutiouecl the umtter to !tim at all; just 11s tlwugh the soul~:~ which 

were periHhiug were of no ncuouut. When I ttLxecl him wit.h the 

qum;tion whethet· tbo~:~o Burtis should be ttllowccl to perish, his a,nswer 

Witl:l: ''If it is their wish so to perisb, wlmt cnn we Jo?" 

Seeing tlterofot·e Llmt no hope rcmaine<l through that channel 

of bringing consolation to those poor Uh ristianH, I determined to allow 

their ropresenLlttivcR to go aml pt·u~;tmte themselves ttt tho feet of 

Yom HolineHH, ttnd to crave l1 bles~:~ing and a gracious fn,vour which 

will bring relief to u,ll those HonlH who will ovet• he constrained to 

pra.y for t.be health, long life and httppineHs of Your Most Holy 

Person. 

Knowing with all the world Your HolineBs' zeal ~md renown, 

I ltnve nothing to add on thiH subject, but feel~:~m·ene. and confident 

in the protection of Yom Holinc~:~s, who will order affairs in that 

kingdom to the Glot·y of God and of Your Holiness, since I hold it 

my duty mel·ely to inform Yom Holiness of the true version of what 

has lutppened, nnd to ettrry out the orders that it may pleiLSC Your 

I·JoliueHe~ to give me. 

Cochin-Cbimt1 iH likcwi~>e iu tL Hlll'l'.Y plight; but with 

thiH differcucc that, whercaH in ~L'onkin there is unwilliugness to 

n,ttcnd Confession until the Jesuit Fathet·H tLre re-admitted to the 

country, in Cocbin-Chimt Confm;sious ttre made to Clerical l\ii::;sion

arieH, with whom iu many cases proper relation~> HUbHist. But of 11 

trnth, theHe FI·cnch Clerics and especially the Apo~>tolic Pro-Vic11r, 

Jmtke the tllOI:!t l1Htouncling demandA. 'l'hey require that Christians 

who have confessed to a Jesuit should rel)eat their Confession to 

them, tts though the original Confession was not a Sttcrarnent, and 

thercfoee invalid. 'l'he individual has to stand t~t the head of the 

Altarsteps with hi~:~ face to the congregation and implore God's pardon 

1. The pl'esent countl'y of Annam wn.s known as Oochin-Ohina, a 
wune r1pplied later to the M:ekbong delt;t when overrun by the Annamites. 

~ 
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for having confessed to tt ,Jesuit, and declttre that his ConfeRsion waR 
invttl id. 

Mttny n~ the common people luwe obeyed thiR order; bnt 

nutny others, comprising the best ttnd moRt influential porsonfl, refuse, 

S!tying tlmt if they lllake tt second confession, it i~-:~ in the belief that 

the sinR 1tlrcn.rly contef.lsed to the .Jesuits will by Yirtne of thiR secoml 

confession receive tthRolntion, withont any tlt~clt1J'nt.ion in pnblic. 

Othm·s, g·oaclerl by the KCttU<ln.lons marlne.~s of the Pro-Vicar, 

lmvn committed netions displeaRing to him; bnt when they repented 

Hllll went to him ffll' tthsolution, it ~1'!1!:1 snch that <H.:casionltlly he ttnd 

hiR Ministers Mu found in tho G1tllcys.* 

'l'hey lliwe written ttll this to mn.ny people RIH!h 1ts their 

frit!JHls tHHl tho Lot·! I Rinhop who rcceiYm; snggeRtiom; 1 ft•om one 

qnnrtcl' tlmt he in!;erceclu, fmm another that lw Rhonlrl grnnt [their 

dosiresl, ft·om yet nnothet· that lw i:;rme It poi'KOJHt\ rtppoal for peace 

tulrl c1niot to roliove the eonscinntionR ohject.OI'R. Rnt, it iR :til to no 

pm·pnRe, in spite of t,lw fttct t.h:tt I hn.ve often nwl moRt tactfully 

:tsked Uw Bishop only to deign ,insl; to relien~ tho Pt·o-Vienr hom 

hiH eharge, !tncl to put :w end to the tthmws of which the OhristianH 

wero complaining. 
1 beliovu Llw Lord Bi:;hop llid give or!lers J•egarcling the 

l11ttor, lmt !'Ol' t.lw fnrrnet' l'equest he ex:euHed. hintsclf 011 the gt·onml::~ 

tltttt ILH tho 1111111 WILR Pt·o-Viear, lw eonld not lm renwved, though 

seloctmlnnd appointed hy HiR Umcl~ himsoll'. 
'eho Rltlllo people mnde the sauw eompl11ints year by yettr, 

ancl alway::; with tlw Ritllle reBult, until tinnily in disgns!; with the 

shepherds given them they lmve hceome unwilliug either to (~onfess 

or to receive Cmmnmrion. 
M!ty Yonr llolineRs be plmtsed to examine the two enclosureH 

entitled Uoch1:n-Ohino, w h ieh explain the concli tious upon which the 

·welfare or the ChriHtians in Oochin-China depends. 
'l'he present; Pro-Vicar was preceded fin;t by :Mr. Vu,chet, and 

before him by Mr. Oourtaulier. Yom· Holiness mtty infer the type 

* 'J'he text :tppen.l'H to he corrupt: "Fn t;n.le l'n.sHolntione che poche 

volte si trova nn.lle Gn.lere e soi nftieitdi." 
1. 'l.'he text is co_;·mpt: "Che l\dendo dt1 uno di intercedere." 

.. 
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of men they were from the fact tlmt they were removed on u.ccount 

of the scandals they occasicmed. 
Some yeu.rs u.go, the Lord Bishop of Heliopolis took letters of 

introduction from Europe to Cnchin-Ohimt, but met there ·with 

a reception far different from the welcome accorded b him in 

Siam; and this, in spite of the fact tlmt his Followers n.re eager 

to be well receivecl in those lands-as I only wish they were, hut 

I know that they are not. 

Okina. ['J'he F1·ench ], being but recent corners to China, 

are less able to cause scandals there than in Tonkin, Cochin-China 

and Siam. 
They lHwe a good counterpoise in the Bishop of Argoli,1 a 

Franciscan from Venice, who carne to Siam by way of Batavia as 
Coadjutor to Lord Francis,2 the Bisl10p of Heliopolis, but was not 

permitted to accompany him into China. For this reason, and because 

they were victims of other vextttious treatrnent at the Seminal'y, be 

left it and came to me with a rec1nee~t for a site where he could retire 

with his attendm1ts while a.wn.iting an opportunity of proceeding 

with them to China. They were poor Capucins; n.nd the Mission 

would not give them anything. In consequence, I had to provide 

them with board and lodging out of the proceeds of an annual grant 

allovvecl them by the King my master, in addition to helping them un 

their way to China. 

When eventually they reached China, they found that Lord 

Francis 2 was dead. 'l'he Bishop of Argoli claimed the right of: 

succeeding him, bnt was disappointed on finding that Lord Francis, 

before he died, had handed on his office to Mr. Maigrot. 'l'his was 

the cause of some slight friction between them, since the Venetian 

won every henrt in l1is district by his kindly manners . 

In 0a?nboclia3 thel'e are many Christians, but only a single 

Jesuit, a man named Sanga, of Japanese origin. 

1. F1·n. Bernn,dino dellrL C11iesrt, for whose letters of complaint see 
Scr. Itef. III. 207. etc. 

2. Mr. Fl'angois PnJlu. 
3. Orunboclin, was distrrwted by wars beginning in 1651 with tht> 

Anllfunite invasion. 
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Althonglt the Kingtlom is l:wge and well-cliRposetl [to foreign

m·s~j, the BiRhops lmve never been there. All they lmve done is on 

one occ:tiiion to send l\fr. Comteli11, itnd on itnother orw :t Fmneisc:tn 

ui' Pm·tngnosu origin, who only ese:tpe(l expnlsion !'rom his ehrtt·ge 

nnd from his Ot·clcl' by ren,son of tho pt•ntoction he enjtlyt•d f:t·om 

Yonr HolincRs :wd his Superior in Home. 

Neither of these men WitR rth!D to t•emnin long in C:ttnho(litt, 

w ltich lack;; the itmenitieH offered by othm· ll111rls. 

'l'lte .Tmmit, l'celing thn n.pproach ol: de:tth, \\Tote lrtNt .Tnly tu 
Ft·. l\'Inlclonn.to,1 his Snpet•ior, ttncl to 1110, :tAking tltnt smne Fnthet· 

be sent to C:unborlin to receive hiH cnnfe.c:;sion rtml to tnke e:tt•e of 

tho ChriHtians nl't,ur hiH rlertth. Both Fl'. Malclonato :tncl I IH:we 

Hnhmitturl hiH t·eqtwHt to the Lot·cl BiHhop many times, hut without 

result. H.is t•eply ha!-i ttlways heen thn,i; he h:ts no one ltu Clttt seltll, 

Lltongh rmymw erLtt see tlmt there is nn ln,ck ul: Clerieal MissiontwieR 

in 8ia111. It is only too t.t:uc tlmt none n[ them care to take up their 

nllCldt:• itt flO pont mH1 HitVn.ge tt hwil. Foe this t'ertson, it iR 1ny heliel' 

Lha,t, t.lwy wonl!l not veto tlw cluspatch or .JmmitA to C:tmhoclia, if the 

Ki11g- my M:tRLer wrtR to COtlsent to S]lfLt'e some of tlw .1usnitR l'or 

Cltmhmli11 ont uf: LltoHll Ito lmH n,;;],;o(l the King ol: Fnmc:o to senclltilll, 
,T/liJIR11lem'2 rtntl it.~ rlepentlrml'il'.~. 'l'ltere nHerl to bert Father 

0 [ the Ft·mwh MiRRion thlli'l\; lmt fm l'PttHotts tmknown to tt1e, he lel:L 

his 1\oek mtpt•ovidr)cl with the Saer:tlllOilLH of t.lw Cltmeh, 111Hl it is 

now Hi x: mmtthR since lte rotnrnurl hero. 

T wn.'\ vm·y Hnrprifmr1 to Fne him hut·e, rtnd rtHkecl him outright 

to whitt turtn lw hrt<l hn.nded ovel' hi~:> olu1rge. "'l'o uo one," lte 

replied, wit,Jtnnt n, bhmh-nnd lw ltnpe(l ltiH Snperim·R would not, tttke 

hifl deprtrtrn·o ill, sineo ltu htul t•enminecl tlJet'Cl long enough without 

relief. 
Yom· HolinoHs mrty pictnro the smrJriHe I felt rLt heal'ing 

this statement. 

Briefly stated, my rqjoinde1· was that the Governm· oE Puket
1 

Ahould have known better thttn pe1·mit him to leave before a substi

tute had been ttrmnged; and that I Hhould m:1ke it my duty to 

l. 
2, 

A Portuguese. 
Junk Ceylon- i. e. Puket, 

' " 
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prevent a repetition or this cnse in futuro. 

vVhen I mentioned it to the Bishop n l'uw rh~ys later, he showed 

such indifference that I felt eompelled t.o exclaim tlmt i11 his place 

I shoultl be less insensible tlmu he was to the lu:-;s of the souls of all 

who die in that province, nrlcling that Yom· Holiness would disapprove 

and that I depl.ored RtlCh an ntlitndc. 

He assured me that in fnturc he woulcl 11J'l'l1llge matters to 

the satisfaction of both Your Holiness unrl of myself. Up to the 

present moment, however, I l1t1ve Hoen no indiention of it. 

1'enasseri?n ancl llfeJ'f]l~i. 'J:'his loc::1lity was served originally 

by tt Portuguese Missionary appointed by the BiHhop. He was a 
'> good man;- but some ymus ngo he came back [here] and only 

paid occasional viHits to t.he Mergui Cbristinns. 

'rho Lord Bishop intended to po:>t the Fru,nciscan at .Mergui 

whose depr~rture hom Ct~mbodia I h1we noticed. He recalled him 

here hovverer from Tenasserim after two months aml the :.;tate of 

diHorder remains nnehanged. 

S~tnd?'Y Strdions on tlw B·i·ver of Hiam... 'l'o bogiu with, 
there is J!'r. Ohnndeboy'H settlement three miles out or Bangkok. 

He used to preside tlwre onn· sundry Ohristin,us; and the aforesaid 

Lord Vicar won1d often go to stay \Yith him tbel'e. 

'l'wo years ago I trunsferred thet·e 400 Christians from jungle 

reRorts before Lophul'i, in order that they, hei ng totally ignorant of 

Qocl, might live near that Father and obtain baptism. 

'l'he results, tlutnk God, were good, for many of them have 

been converted. But just when the full harvest was due to he 

gathered, t1utt Pl'iest w::ts transferred to the mastership of the Semi

nary where he died: all that community was thus Jeft without n.nyone 

capable of directing their souls. 

Sumco7.~.3 Sancok is a village of M6n4 and Siamese in1Jabit

ants on the River Menam. The spiritw1l contt·ol of this place was 

entl'Ustecl to a Franciscan from Rome, wbo was supported tbere. It 
-~-- ------------------

1. Ren6 Ohm·honne::tu, who came out nB Jl.'fi8sion doctor, wn,s for f1, 

time Governor of Puket. 
2. Pe. Perez- see Drtvenport's Difwy. 
3. Srunkok. 
4. Lit. " Pegu::tn ", ... I , 

~ 
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hnppe111Hl, T wns 1tnxious to Reml SllllJeone to Em·opu to rebuild the 

Ulmreh in which I waR hn,ptiscd, ttnd Lo obtn.in tt ttwom· fot• my 
l'lLtnil~· ft'l\lll thu H.npnhlie ot Venie1l. The Lcll'll Vie•11· tht;refore let 

llW lut\'u [Ute ~u~:.·vices nf] this h1·otlwr, ancl pt·omise<l UmL hiR place 

shonlcl h1l Lah:rm hy nnothm·; lmt up to now he h~LR not fulfilled his 

pmtnisu, in spite of my intel'cessious for those Christians left 

completl'l~· <lmd,itnttl. 

8 iu•;n, 1 IL'hestl gentry uow keep up t.hreL•. estnhlish ments in 

tht~ 1:ity Ill' Shtnl. I11 the fit·st pla(~cl, the Auminnry, in which t.he 

King, my nutster, has alrctvly Cl'ected n big buildiug nlllltt Church, is 

now lwnrly enmpleted. Thr. vtdne of eonsLt·ndions tuttcle by the 

l(in,g amrnmts to 00,000 pieceR of eight,:~ but. wh1m it i:'l f1nished, I 

kn:1w not where tht• Christia.ns will he found t,o nse it. 

I <~mthl wiKh they [the Missior1n l'ies J had lettrnt the hwguage 

well ~~nong·h to lx~ nble to eouvinco men iusteacl of condenming them, 

nR they dr> 110\\', I assure Yonl' l:loliuesH, they lllnke themselveK 

ridienlnnH in the eyt~s n[ the mLtiveK, n.nd to heal' them speu.k SiameRe 

is liku huttl'ing tt Sc:ot:-Hllil.ll spetLk EngliHit: while all the good they 

ILilUr>mpliHII iH to sing Mfl.RR tLml Vu~JP(~J':'I, aml llltLke uxperiments on 

t.lw pout• el'UlLLHl'eH in Lht•ir hospital. Theil' intentious are good; bnt 

tlw,v laek Lh1~ pu\\'1!1' awl u.l.>ility tu produetc 1'1~:-;u]tc; eomptn·u.ble with 

tlwit· ni111R: nncl tlti.'1 impells them to eonnnit nll Harts of lJ]unders iu 

mtl,.t· 1o pnt thmlli-WlVI\H right.. 
'l'lwi1· Kl~l~llllll c•Ht[LhliKhllluut is at l\bpt'!1lll:l whel'(! tlwy bring 

np HOtllu pupils in entulit.ion.'l that ltl'll .'1rn·1licl in n~!-lpuet. of bunrd, 

lodging. t11ld elothit1g. But it is uuly right tbnt tho pnpilH slwul(l be 

well lnnkL~d ni'Ler, in lll'dm· tlt:tt there nut~' lH" c~uc·.om·ageJnent for them 

to eonw, n.nd l'or theil' llt1l'ents to bring them. 

B<!ing llppmwd t.n snch jJ1tJ'situony, l asked wlmt their mmual 

expormes were. I wnK told tlmt 250 pineeR o[ eight fLre Rpent for 80 

pnpilfl ttnc1 two priestR, alRo that at Home theit· pnpilR had been 

l. An altrrn11t.ive nmnr for Arut'ln., 
2. Rix Dallal', Ol' It in 1 wm·th fnm· EngliAh ,.:hilling~ m· onn F1·ench 

t'~cu. 

:J. .MahtLprfnn, on the 1·ight bnnk ol' the Ant'ung ri\'81', tt few rnile~ 

;.Lbove Ayut'h~ 



.. 

E. w. HU'I'C.H!INSON. 

wttrmly commended. 'J:his led me to aRk how it was t.hat they were 

tnking· no steps to alleviate the condition of penmy under which 

they laboured. Cm1siclel'ing t.lmt theit· pupilR, so far from serving 

ttny nsefnl purpose, constituted n. reproach to the Faith, I determined 

to .improve tiH'il' lot., and to bring them into the city, where I lmve 

founcle<l n. big College for ·1 00 pupils, 4• Fathers and [L Oo\•et·nor, 

which costs me l,llOO pieceR of eight n. year. 

The den.th of Mr. lVfundorin iN tt gt·eat gt·it~f to me, since his 

iudustry, good nmntwrs anrl nmple learning Htterl him well for the 

tuRk of educating those yonthH; n.ml there iH no one fit {;o replace him. 

~·wuo. 1 'l'hern iH n Hoyal Honse whm·e t.l10 Sn.cmment!-l are 

administered to helievet'R, hnt the PaHtor is Hneh rL suh,iect of scandal 

thn.t I blush tn mention it to Yont· TiolinnsN. 

'!'here is m10thm· station in the l.'orcelnk:l Pmvinco for a 

Pt·itJst and a Fntn(\iHmtn Jl'rittr, bot.h men ol' good ropnto: hom the 

evidence or thcit• letterR, copies of which :ti'Cl enelm~ecl, T have hope 

tlmt they will t'tmclet· service to Gorl. 

Hrtving eompletud 111y relation of thn ttfl'nit'R of the Cht·istitw 

comiHnnit.y, I now ask lun.vo to mnke tt few Rhort l'efloctionH, Lo thu 

und that Y 0111' HolinesR may jw1ge wlwtlwr the things mentionecl !tt'u 

for the good of God's Church. I :tRk:-

1). [If Clori~ttl attire ic;J mw of the function,; of om C!mrch, 

is it propm· [for pri!\HtR] to '\YOflr ln.y t1resR in pinceR whem Chl'istianity 

·has penetmt.ed? 

2). IN it propm· that the ben.ret· of lettet'R from Yom· HolinesH 

and the Most Christian King should he c;tnltifie<lil by the arrange

ments made [fol' his reception]; since those lettel'R were intenclt~!l to 

H•n·ve as intt·oductinns for them on ttl! occasions, aml to he a sonrce 

uf snre pt·otection in thiR country? 

3). Is it seemly tbat Ministers of the Gospel, who are per

mitted to wear their clerical dress, should be excl nclecl in bvonr of 

others in lay rr.ttit'e, inclistinguislmble from merchants, aFJ the Bishops 

l. 
2. ,, ,,, 

Lopburi. 
Bnn Prt Deng near Pits:Llmlok. 
The texi; is eorrupt. "Di disponer le case in tal m:tnient clw 

restn.va. mmilito (':umichilito ?) avanti eli clichim·arsi il porta tore 
delle Lettm·e. 
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ancl priests in ~t'onkin aclv-ertise themselves to be? 

4•). Is it lawfnl to Cttrl'Y off a neigh bom's goods under the 

professed sanction o£ the Holy 8Be, causing semH]al to the hea,then 

and new converts? 

5). In the light of Cln·iRt'f; ttnthority given to his followers to 

pret1ch the Gospel in ::Lll p::tl'ts nt t.he e::trth, is it lnwfnl, without 

the weightiest rerLsonR, to hinder this cm1snmmntion hy tlepriving· 

t.Jw l'Og'Ul::t,l' clergy or their heritr1gn, n.nd hy expelling them from 

the Churches they h::we fonn(leLl, rdthongh the lllost snitn.ble men for 

the ministry ttt·c to he funnel in their rm1ks 1 

G). Can the Apo.'ltolic l\fiRsiomLl'ies pennit the l,mployu1ent 

here ot men, illitcm.te, nntested, nt.bwhed to no religinvs Or(lCl', ol' 

unhrirllecl lnsts,-men who in Em·ope :,~c•.l'\'e only fm· the hnmhleRt 

(lntieR of the Chnrch, 1mt who rtre lllfL(lt\ hcond 0\'Ul' nll in the ErtAt, 

where patience, ::Lhstincnce, prwlcmce amlnther virtneR n re esHential? 

7 ). Cttn twyt.hing he uxpccterl from A puHtolie l\'1 iHsimmrios 

who lmve made nu Rtnrly of philosophy nnr:l tlwology, if 110 rigormm 

selection is to lH; made of ctuHiidlttt:JS fm the East ! 

R). Cttn it be right. to aumit. t.n Holy OJ·dm·H men who ttre 

so ignorant ttlHl tlermwerl tlmt. they offend eveu the con.rRest. of the 

Christin.nH? 

9). Cn.n :-mch hnrsh tttHl nnkiml [treuhuent] of thoKe in Cochin

Ohinrt l1e right, wlwu t;hey llil.\'(\ given up theit· hmlWA rtnd their 

property in ol'dor to liHtinbtin the F'aith out Uwre? 

10). Rincu tho ApoHt.olie Victtrfl h1t\'O 110 ono they wn sparo 

to look after those Honls, wlmt object eau they httvn in pt·rwrmting 

others who t1l'e williug fl'Om going to tlJelll ? 

A discURRion of theRe queRtimlH would cletttin mu too long, and 

I know that Your HoliHo~A may he rulit:Jd upon to promulgate the 

orders l'equired. 

I now desire to lay borm·e Your Holiness certain actionR on 

the pa.rt oi the Apostolic Vicars which would b::Lve resulted without 

a doubt in their banishment, if it were not for the protection they 

enjoy with Your Holiness. 

Your Holiness will know that the Portuguese administer two 
~ 

I 
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Clrmclws with more than 400 sonlR in this place.l 'rheHc Clmrches 

\I'L'l'C n,lwayR nndrt· t;hn Bi!-11Wpl'ir. of .M.1daccn, until the c11ptme of th11t 

place by the Dnkh; after which they wm·e tmnsfel'l'ed to the At·ch

bishop of Goa, the h·imate ttnd spit·itun.l htwl ol' Inclin. 

After the tttTintl in Siam of the Apostolic Vicn.rs, the King of 

Pnrtngttl 1\'t'oh: severrtl very strong letturR forbidding n,ll his ~mbjects 

to t·ender idlegin.net\ to tlte nl\n·e;m,icl Vie11J'"l; u,ml the same proeedure 

waH taken by the head-church in Onn 

In 168!3 n Portuguese Emlm.sAy crtme to thiA Oomt to complain 

of the persecntiou inflicted b,v the Vict1l'S nn the PortugueRe, who had 

lived in pettce for so mrtny years nuder the negis of the King, my 

rnnAtcr, mvl to entreat him to acr.ord thmn hiA continued prutectiou. 

The King, n1y nmster, mlttln excnses fol' the afol'esnid Victtl'.':l, 

and deniell all kno11'b:lge of any ill-t.rettLment inflietetl on the Pnl'tu

g;uose hphincl bir; bttck. He repeated what he hnd 1:\tti<l when tlw 

Bishop of Heliopolis com plainecl [of thi8 l'?nbussy] to the King cl uring 

<tn andimJCl! gt·antcd to him. 

I would ttsk Your Holiness tu ollsL"J'Ve that the King of Siam 

not. only lll'oke ulf ru~gutiations with tlw l'm·tnguest~ AlllhttHAIHlor cnr 

this ttccount., but ini'ol'med the BiAhnp of HeliopoliA t,lmt the nntm·e 

of the vexations [ conrphiued of] was su monstrous that he eould not 

credit thew, ttncl acquitted l tlte Bi:-;ltupj of the ch11rge. 

This yent·, by t.he tet•tus of <L general eit·enhll' hom 0DLL tu the 

members of: the Order of' Dom:inict.tns leo which hl~ belongecl, Dom 

Peter Mart:;n· mLs ttppointerl Vieat· nnd UmntniHHiunet' uf the ~ttcL·ed 
Ollice for the Portuguese. 

'['he Father is of a quiet n.n nnwMlike <liHpo.c;ition, n.m] I 

penmacled IJ.im, when he showud 111e hiH )<\Ltel' of introduction from 

the Viear Geneml of Gun, to wol'k umlet· tlw Apostolic Yict~l' uml 

t<tke the 01tth. This hr. dicl on thu nm1Pt'Attw<liug tlmt the BiAhop 

should lease hiA a,t.temla11ts alorw, Aincu they were due to lea\Te in 

Septet11be1' n.nd llot to reAicle hel'e, 

The Bishop made no objection, nnd promised to lean~ them 

n.lone, on the condition that they took no part, in the functions of: the; 
parish priest. 
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Sumo rl:Lyr~ Inter, the BiHhop told lllt), wheu I e1Llled on him, 
tJiflt he proposed to wl'ito anoxh(li'L<tLion tu the rtfun)s!Lill DmniniermR, 

and bo WILl'\ glttd I should know ol: it. 

Tu thiR I rupliod tlmt His Umce mu; hound to do so, jii'O\·irlccl 

they were open to receive his tLdUillllitiun; lJut tlmt if, nH 1 belien;d 

tu he lhu case, tlwy weru uut, t,Jwn it was uneleflH. He HtLitl, hO\\'CY15l', 

tlmt bu could not excuso llilllself l'rotn this tluly. 

J immoditttely rejoined: "Jiiy Lord, if Yom Umce would but 

"punuit Lhese pl'iests to 'sm·ve without Laking tho Uath, T lJelieve thn.t 

"then they would ta,ko it." 

This [pcrrnis~:;iun], lte l'mid, WUR itnpossibln. I therefore beggt:•rl 
Ui::; LunlHhip ln rl<.> wlmtoYcr would be eonduuivo to the generrLI 

welfare ttnd peace o[ minr1, provided it involved nothing detrintontal 

to the King, my master. I reminded him tlmt the rettsons for Lheir 

rebellion !tgttinRt His Ma:jcsty whieh were adduced by the MacassrLt'R, 

Mabys, and other Mohnmmedans was that he favm:n·cd the Christirms 

to the prejudice of all other creeds; which rebellion involved great, 

pel'i l for the King, the conntl'y, and the w bole Christian community. 

ShOL'tly a.lterwtLrds, this Friu r, Peter Martyr, came and com

plained to me that the Bi::;lwp bad insisted that hiR two Companions 

shot:ilcl submit, and tht·otLteuecl them \vith diverse penalties. 

I was astounded at this Prelate'H action ...... 1 ... [The King] 

senL for rne (LrJd instructed me to tell the Bishop on his behalf Htat 

he must on no account diHturb the puaee of thw:1e enjoying his Uoytd, 
pl'lltection, nddiug tlmt ho would rejoice if the rulori:l of Europe 

would armngo nmtteL'H in the Weo;t, HO tLH Lo lonvo Lhe people in 

EaHtern lands in peace. 

One llay, on mooting the Bishop, withont disclosing the King's 

Hentiments I gnve him some ad vice which I supported with excellent 

rear,;ons for over an hour; but I obt~Lined nothing from him of 

:tny value, Hince his nnmoveable obstinacy baulkec1 me and eluded all 

ret1sonmg. I wtLH Lherefore compelled to disclose the sentiments ot 

the King, my master, to him. 

What was my ttstoniHhment lo perceive that even this had 

no ci:l:'ect. For after his return hom Ayut''l.n, he came to me and 

1. "The words" Il Re" must be supplied to make sense. 
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announced that, he had sent those Dominican~; n. private letter, in which 

he lmd suspended them. Ho c;uid he feared greatly that biH action 

might cause offense to thu King, my umRter, lmt that hifl duty left 

him no ~1ltenmti vc. 

I nutde no secret of my rtmu.zetncnt at his scrmt regard for 

His .Mttjei'ity'R orders, w!tich lmll so just n, fuuuclation, n.ncl 1 confessed 

Jll.)' n.Jtx.iety a.s to how HiH l\laje:-;Ly would tttke the newH, heartily 

praying he might not hear of it, though I clicl not sue now it could be 

kept from his ears. 
A few days httcl' the Bishop aHkcd 1110 if ttl] WELR quiet in the 

Portuguese settlement. 
Without admitting tlmt it was, I expreF;Rerl my hopes that 

His Grace, after wlmt he ha.cl told me ELlrmtcly, would not fail in his 

obligation, aud Ll1at I was under no illusion concerning the danger to 

which l1e [and his friends] had exposed buth themAelves ~tnd the 

whole Mission; Rince heathen Kingl:l Me no mot·e tolomnt than their 

Christian brothen; of trifling with their ol'den;, 

Tho Bi:ohop's armwer was that t·a,tlwr tlmn expose himself a 

l'lecond time to tt reproof from Home, lw would go iu person and 

pt·ostrate himself before Yom· Holiness and a.sk for pardon. 

I rejoined that be was ft·ee to act in his own wa.y, ancl that it 

was not for me. to advise him; but that al:l he 1vas now fully warned 

on this subject, it waH his busines~1 to see what steps he Rhould take. 

I then returned to the charge, and emphasised the wrongneAs 

of what he had done, adding:-

"Your Gmce claims that yunr conscience will not be t~t rest 

" until those two priests have been suspended; nevertheless, I fn,il to 

"see vvhat good tlmt will do; l:lince, even supposing that the priests 

" did submit to be snl:lpenclecl, the l'esult would be that half the 

"Christian community 'would be deprived of their sacraments, for 

" Your Grace is aware that the Portuguese will not confess to Priests 

"who acknowledge Your Grace, and a single prie:st is not able by 

" himself to minister to so many, and tbe Jesuits do not yet know 

"the language; while in the event of those priests refusing to 

"acquiesce in their suspension Yom· Grace must see what a scandal 

"will be caused, since Our Holy Mother Church only applies suspen~ 
r 
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" Rion iu Lhe last J'esort, but makes nse of the mnny al'guments Rhe 

" pos~u:-;~u:-; fm· bringing home a convictim1 of errol'." 

I thell ldt him, seeing tlmt n,ll I did wns of no effect. 

'l'wo ot· three ll<1ys ltttel', Hi:-; MajeRty asked me how the 

:dbil' lmr1 gu1w. In telling hi1u, I did my best to minimise tl1e trou

hlu and to diHHtmde him ft·om doing whn.t justice denHtndud. I 

Rlll!:g"estutl that thiugs should be left as they wore until the dep~trture 

of the Fnnwh Hhips, n.ftet· which His Majesty would he ttble quietly 

to bring home to them a realisation of their blunder. 

'f'lw King 1-lttid ::;evcml times how sorry he waH that they \\'Oro 

Chl'istitLIIH, sinco othorwifw he would lnwe ket1.Led them different!\· 
"' 

fiO aH to dmHOilHtr:1te how he respects his proteges. 

J n~:>k Yom Holiness to obsel've the danger in which I wrLH 

involved by their action. Hnd Uw advice I gave them proceeded 

frotu the lip:-~ of u. he<Lthen minisbet·, they would kwe been forced to 

tl'(mt him with great dc£el·ence and to carry oul; hiH Hnggost.icmR 

faithfu!Jy, whm·ettH, in my cnHe, they lwld me of no account, which iR 

uoL :-;m·priHi~Jg, since tboy kmLt me n.s they treu.t my King. They 

}mliuve1 ~lwy <Ll'e safe, ~Lncl thus able to do anything they wiHh; but 

rnay it noL be that they <Ll'e mista,k:en, Hincc the Lm·ll haH nmny wa.yH 

by which to help His Church ?2 

Afl .for me my hope, l.V[ost Blessed Father, is t.hat Your Holi

llOflH will initi:tte tt gt'0<1t, work aud he blessed with loug life, goorl 
~ . 

lt()tdLh tmcl lutppy iucreu.sc with which t;o adom it in the eyes of God, 

:d:-m tlmt Yolll' HolineHR will appreci11te, tLS I imagirw, my opinion 

11po1t the met18lll'OS requit·ed out here to regulu.te the disorders, which 

:tt·u wm·e extensive than I have time to relate. I hope that Fr. 

'J'nohard will rende1: a full account of them to Your Holiness; yet I 

m1nnoL here refrain from suggest:ing several absolutely neceRS!Lry 

measures. 

I will here addeess myself to Your Holiness as to an angel 

1. 1'he text is "uegano" "deny" but the sense t·equires the opposite 
mea.ning. 

::l. This sentence has been tl'anslatecl in the fot•m of a question in 
order to improve the sense. 

.... 
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of (Jnd, whose fnndiuu it is to jndge us all with uo other end iu view 

thuu tl11• wt;lhre of tho Faith ttml of the people in tltese bnds, also 

the goUII WLUlL\ uml prustigo of tho Holy Ctttholie Clmrc!J, whieh is 

now brought low by t,lte coutmupt uf Llw Gentiles tmd tltU dissatisfac

tion of tho eunn'l'l·H at tlw stem tmcl lwrsh netiun of it:-; tuiniRLerH. 

In Llw first pltteo, tlw ,Jesnits must he ru-ad!llitted to Tonkin, 

a.ttrl till.'. \'ien.rs ltJllMt l.Jo £orbiclden hom urdn.ining n.ny native until 

his conduet lms bccu examined in sOHHJ college ot· genom! seminary. 

F'urthertltore., Lhrt:>c mtt.ives ttlready orda,inecl should lJe <1niutly tram;

fen·ecl to 8i:1111 nwl tre1iued in tlw lllanner tlmt flCUills best to their 

superiorc:. 

In Cochiu-Chiufl., it will be necessary to remove the Pro-Vicar 

rtnd senrtd othe1·s who n.ro tL rlisgeace, fmcl send in their place several 

,Jesnits urgeuCly d<HIIanded by Ute King ttm1 the Christian community. 

In China, the Church is in fairly good order, if we are to 

believe t.he written repOl'ts. In my opinion, the Bishop of Argoli 

will given good account of his charge, and will hold the scales fairly, 

rLnd prevent ttny possibility of a disturba.nce of the peace and quiet 

enjoyed by the Christians 

With th_e assistance of God and of Your HolinesA, I hope to 

build up a gre1~t Christian community in Cambodia, especittlly in the 

Court, since the King is under my King's prot.edion.f 

In thiR way, I hope to gain privileges for the Gospel as well 

.as the King'n protection [.for the Christians], Mince the Siamese are 

not ·without intel'est in the convel'Himt of Cambodia, the l'eligion in 

both Countries being identical as I have explained at greater length 

in my discus~:~ion with Fr. 'J'acharcl, and he will have the good fortune 

to comwunicate it to Your Holiness. 

BRIEF ABs'rHAO'l' tw '.L'HB EssENTIAL ·rmms OF "'l'Hg O.n'.H " . 

·;. 

The subscriber tLttosts that the authority of the Pope m 

spiritual matters is uuiversal. Without obta,ining the sanction of 

this authority, not even Kings may send out Missions. 

'l'he subscdber agrees to conform to the orders of the Holy 

t Oamboclitt accepted ShLmese suzerainty aH :1 p1·otection :tgitinst 
encroachment by Annam. 

r 
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Sec Lo n,voicl tLll cliHcussion !Lbout the spiritual 1m1.nagement of bis 

own district,; to obt.~tin tlw i'i!Lltction of the Apostolic Vic11r:; before 

administering the Su.ct'!Llllents; to refrain from criticising a.ny eccle

siastict1.l prouonncementH; to accept with revermwe all the Papal 

DecreeR in pnl'ticulal' those of 23t·d. Deer, 1678, u.ud the Decree of 

7th June 1674. 

'l'he subscriber promise:; to obey ;Lll Decree.q which lllu.y be 

promulgated in the future, and to accept without demur any penalties 

he 11111y incur for bt·each of tbiR Ottth. 

Sworn by the help of God and of HiB Holy Gospels. 

JfgENOH li\ntBHJN Or'b'LCB. AstB-lNDER Oml!.:N'l'ALE.'l VoL. 2 
Nos. 17, 64, GG. 

Fo Rlii u L,\ J u rtAl\LEN'l'L 

Cum Rtnfllnlls Pontifex supt·euwln et indepeudentetu pro spiri

tuali animarmn regirnine in univen;o telT<U'llm orbe hah.mt auetorita

tem, nee all mittendos opeearios ( <JUi Heligionern Ohristianam J<'iclemque 

Oatholieam apud inlideles, et uorniuatim in Synarnm, Tunchini, 

Camboiae, Siarni aliisquo vicinis Regni,q et provinciis praedicent, 

annuncient, roborent, et promoveant) ullins fidelis aut infidelis 

cujnsvis status, gradus, conclitionis ac clignitatiR, etium 1·egiae existat 

licentia vel consemm indigeat, Ego ... N... tide liter in cum barn (.ifficio 

meo in Ivlissione jnxt<L Sancta.e Seclis Apostolic<Le Tna.ndata, et fi:wul

tatem ab ea praescriptarn. 

Quod si per quoscumque de rneo consilio cirCI1 Missiones, ct 

earum administrationem in illis ptLrtibns rtuocunHtnc nomine, titulo, 

vel praetextu requisitns fuero, ea in re nullo modo me ingera,m; sed 

,judicio Sa,nctae Sedis Apostolicac l'elinquens, tantnm muneri mihi 

incumbenti operam da.bo. 

Praecli ca tionem verbi Dei, A a cram en to rum ad mini ::ltrationem 

aliudve ecclesiasticumrnunus quoclcumque in locis VimLriorum Aposto

lieorum cnrae commissis nunqua.m exercebo, qnibuscumque privilegiis 

propriis vel meae Religionis vel aliis quibusvis munitus existam, nisi 

prius ab ipsis Vicariis Apostolicis £uerim approbatus, et ab iisdem 

licentiam in scriptis acceperim. 

In examine bullarum, constitutionum seu aliarnm quarumcum-
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quo littcmt'tllll Apo::~tolictn·uul vel StLcmu Uongrcgtttionis de Propttgancltt 

Fide, aut <rnorlllllCUillfllle decretot·mu ojnsdcm Stwme Oougregationis 

<le l'l'Opagancltt Fide lll11JHiuam me inteomittttm, \·el impediam sub 
quovis pructextu, aut ctinm legitinme ~-;uLreptiunii:i aub obroptionis 

can sa, vd n,] ia tlnacnnu 1ne ; sed mM;dem ~;entl'-Utitts ct Llecrcta qunecum

que selllpcr wm debittt revcrentia rucipittlll, iisquu-nt pltl' eRt-obcdiendo 

Sanctae 1::\etli Apostolicae postmocluw expmmm, si qmw contra 

mtrumdem littcrarum vel clecretorum nsmn opportuna viclebuntur 

lllllll<llH~>Ill t11men retnrdata cxecntionn. 

OnlineH Smwtttc Sedis ut :;iguu,nteJ· cuustit.utioues summorum 

l'untiticnm A l extmtlri VII, Clemens IX, ct Clemens X omni q U!L dccet 

revercntitL recipio, et ttmplector, ct nmuiu:ttilll litteras ApostoJicttH in 

fornm brevis uxpedittLs, qmu·mn initiuu1 "JJecut Homauum _l'ontiH

cenl." dattLs diu 23 Ducmnbris 167::3, quibus eoutirunwtur Brevia e{, 

Coustitntiones ac etittm Decreta Su,nctae Congregn,tiunis de Propu,gan

Lla Fide aJ favorem Vicariulll Apostulicarmn t~>pncl Symts Lluputntorum 

elutLJmttL, et ttlins llllat·um iuitium " Uhri::~tianau Religionis Chnritas et 

Catlwlicae Fidei etc" mnanu,Ltts die septinw ,Junii Hi7'1, tluibuH 

clcclaratul' ordinttl'im; Iudiarum non pos::~e ex:ercure t-teLns Jurisdiction

aleH in clict_m; Vicarius Apostolicos eorumque Provinc;i,arius. et op!ilrario~ 

in proviuciiH sibi .assigtmtii:i, sed eisclem VictLL:iis in dictis provipciis 

JurisJictiouem pt·iva,LiuHillorJ,cl omne:; cornpetere,-et aliaH incipientes 

"Illins r1ui ChariLtLS est etc." expeclitas die 28 Decembris 1673, 

• quibus et;tuu severe pl'Ohibetm onmibus ecclesia~ticis saecularibns et 

regnhtribus ne qnisqnu.m cmendicet, procuret, vel acceptet ab ordinariis 

Indiarum mtera~; flll<1RCU1UljlW pro excrcenda jurisdictione in locis 

eiscletu V icariis commissiH,-et demum non solmu prae:fatis omnibus 

conHtitutionibus ct in eis coute11tis clecrotif:i Sa,cme Oongregationis de 

PeopttgamhL Fide, sed etiam aliis quibuscumque in futurum in favorem 

etiam Vicnrionun A postolicorum emanabunt, coustitutionibus et deere

tis fidcliter et integre parebo. 

Pt·aumissa omnia et singula in violabiter observabo, et absque 

ulla tergiversatione adim plebo. 

Si autem,-quod Deus avertat-quoquomodo contravenerim, me 

toties quoties id evenerit, poenis tam per praedictas constitutiones 
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quam per Decretum Sanctac Oongrcgationis a. Sancto Domino noAtro 

Innocentio PaptL XI approbatum, quo peaesentis juramenti formula 

praescripttL est, rcspecti ve im positis sponte et libere rmbicio. I tn, 

tttctis Sacrosanctis Evangeliis promitto, vovoo, juro. Sic me DenR 

tuljuvet, et haec Sancta Dei Evungelia. 

Locus SunscmPTIONIS. 

Ego ......... N ......... umnu pt·opritL. 

l'HAULKO:-!'s LE'I'1'Jm To MoNsmmt FI~R~rANELLE. 

A Monsieur. 

Monsieur, 

DATED 1ST JANUARY 1688. 

(lVIrsRIUNs ETRANGEREs. Vm •. 862, No. ~47). 

Monsieur Fcrmanellc, 

Pt·ocm·eur CMneral rln Semin:tire ues 

Missions Etrnngt)l'es, Rnc1 du Bac, IL Pal'is. 

Co n'eflt ptts pout' von.s ternoigner mfL reconmtisR!111C'O qne je 

vous ai envoye le Crucifix dnnt vonR nw t·emet·cio~ Ai fm·t., nmis pour 

vonH marquer mon ttmitie. 

Vons ponve>r. Cl'Oit•e qtw j'ni ete l:aeht'l de cc que lefl Ambu,ssn

deurs ne vous ont jl!LS tmnve a Pari.'l: je liB tlontu point, sttchnnt 

votre zele potU' le service clu Roi, lll0l1 nm'ltre, que \'OUR ue leur 

eussie;, renrln rle trbl gra.mls ROl'\'iceR. Nons nc clevnn::J pourtn.nt qne 

uonR loner tres fort de l'attent.ion et rle l'empreRsement que MosAiem·s • 

du Seminaire de Paris ont ens <'lans tonte.s leR occasions 01'1 ils nnt; pu 

contribuer it Ienr sn,ti::Jfaction. 

En mon particulier jc suiH ohligr~ de vons remercicr de toutes 

VOS honneteteR a HlOll egard, et cle VOUS l1flSl11.'el' C[UC je SUiS de tout 

mon coeur, 

Monsiem·, 

Votre tres humble et tres obeisRant serviteur, 

A 1a Barre de Siam, 

ler Ja.nvier 1688. 0. PHAULKON, 
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TRANRl~A'I'ION. 

To Mr . .1!-,ermanelle, 

General Secretary of the Semiw1l'y of 'l'he Foreign Missions. 

Rue <lu Brw, PariH. 
Sir, 

'l'he Crucifix, which yon acknowledge Ro warmly, was sent to 

you as a token rather of my friendship than or my indebtedness. 

You can guesR how grieved I was tha,t the Ambassadors should 

have missed yon in PrtriR. Knowing yonr eagerness to serve the 

King, my master, I tl.tn sure you would have been most serviceable to 

them. 

However, we cnnnot but congr11tulate ourselves upon the enger 

attentionB Rhown to them by the members of the Paris Seminary 

whenever it was in their power to contt'ibute in nny wny to the 

sntisfaction of the A 1i1 bassadorR. 

As for myself, I feel bound to express my recognition of the 

m11ny favours you have shown me, aml to assure yon thnt I am most 

fervently, 
Sir, 

Your most humble n.nd obliged servant, 

At the Bar of Siam, 1st J any. 1688. 

C. PIIAULKON. 

BrsHOP LANEA u's LET1'ER 1'0 PoPE INNOCEN'r XI. 
DATED 21/12/1687. 

(PROP. Fm. SoR. REF. voL. IV. 268) 

Si11m. 21. Dec. 1687. 
Beatissime Pater, 

Res Christiana m his Missionibns iisdern qnibus prioribus 

annis Deo miserante ampliatur progressibus, utque ex recente 

Ministrorum Evangelii qui majoris ex pnrte Sanctae Sedi paruerunt 

obsequio, necnon et ex nova indegenarum (qui lit.toeas jam eclocti 

sunt) ad sacra promotione spes non levis affulget fore ut solidiom in 

posterum Cf1tholica Fides habitura sit incrementa. 

Unus ego inter tot gaudium spiritualiur:n argumenta animi 

poenitudine confiteor, quod indiscreta verborum, quae in decreta de 
p 
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jnrn,mento eclendo legnntur, intelligentia in id incautus prolapsus 

sim, et Sanctitati Vestrae moleRtiam peperisRe, atque-quod omnium 

gravissimmn est-in suspicionem non sinceri ohseqnii orga S. Sedem 

devenisse u1eruerim; quamviH autem in presentinm mandatis S. V. 

tte S. C. exeeutionem acl littern.m jam dederim, tantiR tanum premor 

ttng-ustiis, ut infirmitatis propriao conseientia doterritnR, non intc11igam 

qnanam potissimum ratione posRim vel S. V. offensionem (quod ahsit) 

vel rei Christianae detrimentum vitare in poHtet•mn, maxime emu 

jam. non supersit interpretationis locuR. 

Saepe etiam contigit in hisce remotiBsimis infltlelium terriR, 

ut dum S. V. per plures annoR expectantur oracnh~, gmviter inter

media tempore periclitetm religio, nisi illnm ngendum snscipiatrnm 

quod St1nctit1ttem VeRLmm, si prn.esens ttrlesset, rleeretnt'rLrn GRi-1e, 

attentiR rerum a.c temporum eircmnRtttntiiR, conjieel'(\ v11lemus. 

Nihilominns tamen novi, Ren.tisRime Pn.tm·, me saepiu,y trepi

dnre timore ubi non est timm·; utque vn.riis in r~ns1bns, ubi t1lii in 

rebus o,gendis perspicatiores, vel in rlidnis ma,gi;; exercitat.i possent 

inoffenso pede tuto progredi, lmerere me ttncipitem ingenue f11teor. 

HiR quippe in locis, ubi proprio ]ieet vivet·e ttrhitrio, .'li qnis 

.iugnm regulae suhire ~~hnnerit, vix: noerci poteAt iLbsrlue pertmb11tione 

ot pusillm~um scn,nclalo; quo flt nt neophiti a Fide ,in.m snReepta et 

infidcles tt snscipiend!1-sieuti non mru videmm1-1nisere deterL'Cttntur. 

Hinc eAt quod, nbi 11gitm de relig;ionis d11mno, vel deS. Rerli.'l 

ubseqnio, vel sa,\tem agi ex:i;,tinto perplox:o :mimn, nihil oc·cmTit r1no ~ 

tnto me convert11m. 

Unum snperest, Beu.tisHlmo PiLter, nt 8. V. Rnpplex ohtcRtot·, 

velit trmdem gTatinm mihi COUceclerc, <jllHlll totieR OXOl'!LVi, n,tqne 

omni me onere cui feren<lo prot·snA non snppetunt vit·eH eximere. 

Qua sub aliorum obcdientia ermtm·nm quae in !Lmplissim~ ndminis

tratione tum saepe admiRi mn.cnl~ts deftere, at.qnc in 1cviorihus lVIissi" 

anum exercitiis quod superoAt vitne minori cum salutis n.eternae 

cliscrimine impenclere valeam. 

Quod et mihi n S. V. henigne conccssum iri confidons, spe 

liherationis prox:imae laetns conquiesco .............. etc. etc. 

Ludovicus, Episcopus MetellopolitamuJ. \Tic. Apl. Siam. 
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BrsHOP LAN.EAu's LET'J'EH •ro Porg INNOCENT XI. 
DA'l'ED 2ls'l' DECEMBER 168'7. 

(PROP. Fm. Scr. Ref. IV. 268.) 

Siam, 2lFJt December, 1687. 
Most Blesr;ecl Father, 

The Christian cause in thiH MiHsion lms, by God'R rnercy, 

made the same progress as in formm· yearfl. 

Most of the Ministers of tho Gospel htwe submitted to the 

Holy See and n\Jldered homn.ge: this, together with the recent ordi

nation of nati\'e gmduates, inspires us with genuine hopes for a 

richel' harvest for the Catholic Faith ln.t.et· on. 

Alone, amiclflt so many reasons fm· Rpiritun.l Hn,t.isl'n.ction, I 

r1cknowlcclge with Jeep contrition my crtreless slip in mis-interpt·eting 

the wordfl contained in the Decree eonceruing ndministration of "'l'he 

Oath", i;hereby cn.nsing nnnoyn.uce to Your Holiness, and worst of 

all n.ronsing sm;pieions of my loynH;y tn the l:l"oly See. 

Thus, although I hrwe cm·ried ont implicitly the lntest orders 

of Yom HolinesR n nd of the Cmia, I ft•,el ll1,Yself to be in dire RtraightR 

-the knowledge of IllY own weakness f1·ightens me, :md I do not see 

how by any mettl1fl in future I C!tll avoid eithe1· offending Your Holi

ness-(which God forbid)-m· injming the Oa.nse ot the Church, espe

cially now that there ca,n be no loop-hole left for doubt concerning the 

interpretation [of the Oat.h ]. 

Tt oftnn l1<1ppens in t.hose fn.t· distant lwathen ln.nrlH thn.t, while 

several yean; mnst eln.pse pending n. J•nling from Your Holiness, the 

rel igiou.'l welfn.re would mel1nwhile be endm1gered, were we not to tl1ke · 

upon ourr:;elve.'l to do that which we f'nel Yom· HolineRR, if present, 

Ynmself wunld lmve decreerl after eonsidm·ing tlw local conclit.ions. 

Norw i·,he less, BlesRed Fnther, I lmve more often felt that I 

"feared 'Nl1ere no fear wn.s," n.nd in rmnd J'Y mn,tterf\ I frankly confesfl 

to lllwe he:,;itatecl like a cl1ild before tt1king action; whereas ele~trer 

sighted men of ttff<1irs, or more experienced in chur·ch matters, would 

have proceeded without halting. 

Moreover, in these parts, where a man may live by his own 

fl-ee judgement, if he refuses to submit to the rule, he can hardly be 

coerced withotlt distressing and. shocking the weaker brethren, 
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'l'hus, we ofteu see 110\'Jet'.i'l Lnrued away· frulll Llie .FniLh nlrotLrly 

gttinml, tUHlnot inft·etllltmtly nnhelicvnrc; pt·eveub•tl frcnu accepting 
tlw Fttith. ]i'or this re;tsuu, wheu iL is <L tttWHLiun lH~Lwoen Lho 

wolfttre of tl11: cttUKt~ au<l the duty owed to the Holy bt~<•, or when 

1 imagine it Lu lJe, I tiu<l no nmrl u[ std'ety to which I 11my tul'll. 

It oiily L't\IIIttills for me Lu beg, BleHSetl Ftttlwr, Lli<LL Y Olll' 

llolilluHH gmut 111e tllll gmn: I lmvo so uften implort•<lttiHl J'elievu 1111:' 

of that load fur whieh my strongth no longer sutllee;.;. 

8ol'viug under othoJ'H Intty I lm pormitted to aLtlllt\ l'ur Lhnsu 

bletui::;hl's tLIHl tniKtttke:; whieh I lmve HO often ttrhuittud :i11 the l'nll 

ox.on:i:·w uf 1ny dutieH, tmd with lt:st:; risk tu lilY ultilmtLe salvation 

duvote lwt·u;t[tm· \\'IHI t J'umaillH to mo uf life on !JtLrth to humbler 

l'Vttngolistie duties. 

'l'rm;ting tlmL thiH graco my be aecedecl to rne by Your Hnli

JHJHH, ll'DHt nssurecl in my hope of 11 speedy relea;;u ......... ,utc., etc .... 

LOUIS., Bishop u!: l\letullopulis, Victtr Apostolie u[ :-5iall1. 
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