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Between Lhe year:> Hi80 ttnd Hi8t:l, Siam sent three Heparate poli­
tical mis:>ion;; to France:-

(l) Under P'ra P'ipat, an Embai:lsy in lGSO, which was lost at SO<L; 

(2) Under Khun Walit and Khun P'ichit, escorted by Fnthm· Vachet 
in 1684 to emtnire into the fate of P'm P'ipat, twd to t•opla,ce him in 
case 6£ need ; 

( 3) Under P't·a Wi:>nt Sunt'on, an Embttssy in 1686. P'ra ·wisut 
is commonly known aH Koslt Pan. · 

. In reply, Fmnce sent two expeditions:-
'l,he first, politifm.l, in 16tl5, under Ambassa.dor de Cht11..11nout 

----- ·---~~--~---''"~-----,.------~-----~---···--·--

(l) The fom· umnusc1·ipts l>l'eHented m·e as follow;::-
l. Qu:ti d'OrRay, l\'lemoil·e::; et Doenment:<, A~;ie l.l, 5\J- 59v 0

: Dmft 
of Louis XIV'~ ~:eeoml letter to Ki11g P't·a. N1n·ai. 

2, Qtmi d'Ors:ty, Memoil'efl e1; Documents, Al:!ie 11, 70- 71': Y'yn. 
K'ostt's letter to Oolbel't, in 1 ()83 ; tt French h;1n::;btion lJy .Bi:;hop 
J~nnem1. 

3. Arehives NationnJes, Negoci:ttion~, K. 1368, No. 98: Ohevrtlim· 
\le Olmnmont's repod; on his embassy to Sin.m. 

4. ·Quai d'Ors,,.y, JYiemoires et Documents, A:,;ie 1 1, il5 - 43 : Notes 
for the nse of the King'l:l envoys to Simn. 

BIBLIOGRAl'IIY : 

tt) the following nre soul'ees of MSS comulted :-
1. ttt the Fo1·eign Missions in rue du B~tc, Pnl'is ( M.E.): in ltclllition 

1;o tho~>e quotec\ 1)y Lrtuna.y, le,g 1lfi!moi1·es de l3tmigne Vn.chet . 
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.. . 



T<:. w. liU'l'UHlNS!l:{ [YOL. XXV II 

The 8ucond, lllilita,l'Y nnd politimd, in 1 GK7, mulur Guneml Du~:~hrgeH 

1weumpa,nied by the plenipotmJtittrioH, Ci~heret a,ucl La Lonhero. 
'l'he circumKtnneeR which g:wu ri:-~u to tlwsu EmlmKHieH lm<l their 

origin much CtLrlier in the centmy. 
In 1657, wbt::m P'ra Nttmi cnnw to tho thronu, Llw powm· of the 

Dutch in s<mth-ea~:~tcrn Asitt had increttsed to Hnch an oxtcnt ttl:\ to 

tt ppcttr t1 menace to Sittuwse iudepenclonce. 
During tlre previous reign of Pms11t 'l"ong (1 G29-57), the Dutch 

had profited by dmno~:~tic troubles ttmoug tlwir Engli:-~h ri vttls to im­

prove their own holdings in the En,st, and had used force to ttchioYU 
their purpose. In 1 G29 they showed they could he ruthle~:~::; by. the 
ma,ssacre of English and Jttpanese nt Amboyna rather than ri:-;k 
losing it to them. In 1641 they Ottpturcc1 :Malaccn, from the Portu­
guer:;e, thus obtttiuing connna.ucl of the Stmitr:;. Abont''tlw Harne time 

tlwy succeeded in e:mcting cOiupenHntion fro1n CtLmhoditt for tho 
111urdee of a, Dutclnuau. In 1649, by a displtty or force against Siam, 
they iutprovecl the tvlvantageom; position they lmd tdroady won Ill 

the trttcle of that country. 

2. at tl1e J!ropn.gnnda. ]fecle, J?ia.zza lli Kpn.gna., I-to1nc; ~iSH coutnjJl­
ing let;tet't> f1·om 'l'n,elm1·d, ek., (f:leritture rifet·ite uei Cougre~Hi). 

h) Heference iti made in the text to the following pnhlicationH : 
1, Jo~wna,l dt6 voyage cle S·ict?n en fo?'riW de lett1·es farn·ilie1'es, pnr 

:M-L-D-0 (Abbe de Cboisy), Pm·iH, 1685, 1770, HJ30, 
2. Et·nde histo1·iq~te sw· les ?'elntiuns de lc6 Pmnce et d·tt ?'O;JJC6?.t?JW de 

Siam cle 1U62 c't 1703 ..... by Lneien Lnniel', Vcr~:dlle,, lSSil. 
Uontn.ins references to MSS nt, the ]\iiuiHtry of M u.l'iue uml Colouies 

:Lt P:tl'iH. 

il. L'e:cpeclition de Sia?JI, em xvn° s·i1?cle, l1y Etimnte GnlloiH, uxtmdi 
ft·um '• l\loniteur UuiverHel ", Ang. 1850. ' 

Coutn,iHH refe.t·euceo> to M f::\8 :d; the MiniHtry of 1\j ariue :tml ColonieH 
nt Pn.riH. 

4, A ?'econl of ?'elations between S·iwm a?ul fm·eiyn count?"ies, Bnugkok, 
191 G. 

Oout1LinH retH·ints of the MSS id; the lndi1t Office relating to Si:uu in 
t,he xvnth centnl'y. 

£>. His~oi?·e de lc6 .i.l1iHs·ion de Siwm, 166F!- 1811, by Adrien Lannay, 
Pa.r1s, 1920. 

Cloutn,ins e~tmets f1 om the Memoil'e~ of de Choi~y niH] Vn,chet, 
and J•epnntR of let;ters by de Liorme, of Plmulkon's iustructious 
to 1'admn1, etc. vVith refet·encec; to their ROlll'CC 11,8 the Arcbivetl 
of the Fm·rligu J\li~~ions. 

M:L~HIHCH'ipts at the Foreign l\ti::;~ions m·e denoted by tlieletters 11'1. B. 
~ollowetl by volume and folio number .. '.l'hose n.t the Propagnmln. 
Ill Home, by the letters: Scr. Itif. 
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In l!Hi4, the seventh yettr ol' P'nt Nn,mi'H l'eigu. tlte Dutch repen.ted 

their bullying tncticR, tmcl theruh.Y ohtrtinud ft·eRh concesflions from 
Siam. Theil.' conquest or tho Oe.lebos CttUscd tho King of the 
Macn.Rst1rs to tn,ke refnge in Sia.m, whm·e his proHimce :-;ervml to J'emind 
P'nt N:tmi or the powor anclmmmce of l:folland. 

'l'o meet thiR mmmee, the policy of P'm Nand n.ppenl'H to hn.ve been 
to oit'm· n. Conces.sion in the tel'l'itoey of hiH vassals in the Peninsula, 
to ouo of tho Emopean rivn.ls of the Dutch. '!'his rival Power was 
to lH) permitted to erect fortifiwtions in the Concession n.nc1 garrison 

it with troops who wonlcl be l'eady to asRio.;t Siam in the event of 
tronhle with the Dntch, hut was not in vi ted to settle in plll'ely 
Siamese tereitol'y. 

An offer w:1~ fir.st made to the English. '!'heir Agency ftt Ayut'ia 
had been l'e-opencrl in 1674 hy three reyn·esentativos or the East 

Indin, Oompttny, who came from Brtntam in Jrwa. 'l'he Sitlmese 
offered them the port of Patani, ·whieh they wem to fortify as the 

English in Inc1it1 lutd fortified lVfttclras. A young .Englishman, Samuel 
Potts, was .sent down to the Penin,cmb with orclerl'l to report to the 

Compn.ny upon the value of tho Rimnese offer. He found Patani 

engnged in a loca,l WM'. The parent Agency u.t Brtntttm imlistod that 

tho Sin.mese should contract to huy 11 fixed amount of good8 each year 

fl'om the Cmnpr1ny, nnclmeeting with a refmml, decided to withclmw 

its interest from Sirtm. 'l'hi.s llecision was confh·med by n letter from 
the Bon,rd of the Ea8t Imlir1 Coy in I.ondou, in which the ofi'er of the 

Simncse waH definitely refm;ed. \l) 

:Meanwhile, Fren~h lVT.issionaries lu1rl estftlJli.'lhecl t.hmnse]yes a,t 

Aynt'in, in lG62, and eventually attmcted tho notice of P'rn, Nrtn"Li. 
The l'efmlt of their interconrHC \Yith the Court of Siam waH twofold: 

P'm Narai heard from them of Louis XIV 11nd his victmics ovel' the 

Dntch in Emope, and cleciclecl to court the fl'ienclRhip of l?rance ; 
while the Missionarie.s, ttsHuming thn.t P'ra Nami's interest was of a 

religious natme, formed hopes of converting him to Christianity. 

J3i,shop Pallu, the founder of the Mission, WttH a statesman and 11 

patriot as well as a great Ecclesit1stic. Side by side with his desire 

to convert the East, two other o~jects arc n.ppa1·ent in his letters, 
namely a desire to obtain the interest of Fmnce in Siam with tt 

(l) llth of .Tnmu:wy 1 G8l. V. Neoo1·d of Rela.tions, vo1. iii, p. 7. 

... .. 
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view to securing his cornmunicatimm hy regular viHits of: French 
mercluwtmen to Siam, ancl 11 dmlire to increase his country'H 
renownY) During the periods which intervened between his three 
visits to Siam he snccedecl in obtaining lottorl-l from Lonis XIV to 
P'ra Nar:ti contt"dning an acknowledgement o1' tho llospibtlity which 
tho 1\fissiomtries enjoyed in Siam. 'rho flrst letter, (lVISS. No. I.), wa:-; 

presented to P'm Nnrai in 1678, n,nd the second in lG81. P'ra 
N ami's nnsuccessful a,ttempt to obtain tho interest of Engbnd 
occurred during the interval between the presentation of: these two 
letterR. 

After receiving Louis' f-irRt letter, P'm Narai conceived the idoo o£ 
deRpatching envoys to France. 'rlmt country however w11s at war 
with Holluml, and although victoriouR on land, wttR not able to 

" ~ 

destroy. the Dutch fleet which retn,ined comnmncl of the seu until 
the peace of Nimegnen in l G79 opened the eastern seas more effec­
tively to French shipH. This fact accounts for P'm N ami'R clelity in 
sending his first Em busRy to France. 

rrhe Ambassador selected to represent Siam nt the French Court 
was P'ra P'ip'at B,a,chumaitri, an elderly diplomat, who had already 
led three Embassies to Chinn. HiR compnnions vvm·e Luang Sri WiRnn 
anrl Khnn Nak'6n Wichai. Father Oaymo, the moKt promising of 
the French younger MiAsionaries, n.ccompaniecl the EmbnsAy aA Intor­
pl·oter.(2) 'J'he party Railed from Ayut'ia on the 24th of Decem bel', 
1680, in the Vautour which the French Ea,st India Company Rent 
from Sumt to collect them. 

~!'he voyn.ge from Pttknam to Bantam wns effected in 'the record 
time of eleven dayH, but the party was detail1cd there for eight 
months unt.il the ttrrival of the Soleil d'Orient bound for France in 
August 1G8l. This Rhip watered o,t Mauritius, hut was not henrd of 
again. 

In 168:3 news reached Simn tha,t the Embassy was still expected 
in Europe. P'ra Narai thereupon ordered the despatch of two minor 
officials to France. They were to ascertain the reason of P'ra P'ip'n,t's 
non-arrival, and in the event of his death were to ask for, suggestions 
from the French Court concerning the best men.ns of cementing the 
growi.ng friendship between the two countries. Father B. Vachet 
.. -+--~ ·-----~- ------ ·-----.-·-··-··--- . ~---··----··-·-···---·-- -·--~-------~- -----

(l) v. Laun~ty, M .E., 856, p. 10. 

(2) v. Lmmay;, .· M.E., 110, :p. 205, 

'' ' 
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wn.s :tppointml AdviRer nnd Interpl·etur, hut he ttppm1rH to luwo 11.''1-

sumed the rolo of )('fM1et· whon they ren.ched FJ•ttnce.fl) 

'MS N o2. is Bishop Lanean's trmlH1ation of the .letter feom 

P'yn. Kos11, Minister of 'l'reasnry, to tlw French Fol'Oign Ministel', 
Coluert, the ttblc RUCeloRROl' or Cnrdh1t11 }\{[1,7,[1l'i1l. P'ya KoRa <1ied 
Aoon after Vtwlwt'R c1epartme, [1,11<1 wn.s :omcceeded hy J)'y11 Sri 'l''n.m­
mnnl.t, tt m11n of straw, who acted as tho month-piece of the King's 
Greek fn,vourito, Constantine P1mn1kou. The latter, even before 
P'yrt KoRn.'R dcmth, hn.tl commiRsionecl n, retiring Missionary, Father 
P11Reot who tmndlcd in Vaelwt'H :;;hip, to enrry hi.R l'espects to the 1\hRt 
Jml~n Coy n.nrl presents rm· King CharieR If, :tiRo to Jlmke pmchttReH 
for the Simnese Qourt in Eng1n.nd. '!'his cornrnisRion howe\'Dl' np­
petws to httvc lwen unproductive in politic,-,.,! Tosults. 

Colbert wtt~ rlon<l when Vachot lll.ncled in B'rn.nco, and hiR rocepl;ion 
fell to de Seignehy, who bckecl Colhm·t's genins nnd nuthority. 

Lonis XIV, n.ftcr Colbort'R rer;tra,ining inflnenco wns removed, no 
longer pm·initted his l\finiAterR to work out a policy fm· him; he 
rDgnrcled them simply tts the agontR for the execution of hi:> own 

policy ; n.ncl that policy tended to become more and more the policy 
of the ,TesuitR who controlled his conscience. 

'['he .JeRnitR lw1 a powerful ally in I.Jonis' frwonrite, Mrulnme do 

!v[n.intenon, whom they hrtd converted from Protest11ntism. Uncler 
her inftnence LoniR became the tool of the JcsuitR, whoRe polic:y was 
to exploit the grea.t power of France in Europe few the bnnefit of the 
militant an<l intolomnt elements in the C11tholic world. 't'he remcn.­

tion of the Sclict of NtwteR-n charter of J:oli.gious freedom in 

Fntnee-nncl the deRp11tch of an Ernb11Rsy to Sbm to convert, its 
1\i.ng to C11tholiciA1n were signo,ls of the change which hacl occmTcd 

in the fo1·eign policy of Fmnce after the death of Colbert, who had 

cndoavomcd to eontinne CMclinal Hichelien's policy of a11innce with 

the libeml Powers 11g"n.inst Spain and the :Holy H.mmu1 Empire. 

A State Pnper concerning Vaclwt's Mission(2) omits n.n importn,nt 

detail mentioned in hiR own Memoirs. Vaclwt RtateR that on his 

nrrival in Pm·is, tho Court· at first refused to consider P'm Nand's 
suggestion that Fntnce should send mwoy:; to Siam. But a.fter 

VMhet had been received by Father de L<1 Chaise, the latter became 

(l) Ln.unay, 1\L E., III, p. 141. 

(2) Qnai cl'Orsfly, M. e\ D, Asie. II, 37, 

• • 
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interested in Siam on let"tl'ning that Plmnlkon, the King':-; fnvolll'ite, waH 
a recent Convert of tho Portuguese Je:-;nitR. Vtwlwt :mys that it was 
only nfter this interview with de L:1 ClmiHe that rlo Soignelny received 
the Envoy: he then tolll them tlmt France WU.fl rn·opnring an Em­
bttflRV for Si:Lm to nrge its King to accept Christi:mity. 

B;th the State Paper and Vachet's 1\f cmoirs lmwe no r1oubt, con­
cerning LoniA XIV' A interest iu proselytising in Sinlll. H iH intention 
nppetus to have been to ask for P'ra Nttmi's conversion n.s the price 
Siam was to pay for alli1111Cc with Fmnee. So long us thet·e nppeared 
to be any prospect of imposing Christianity 011 Siam, the oH'er of 
Singont wtts not even considered by Louis. ~ 

'l\vo men-of-war were detailed to carry tl10 EmhnHsy to Siam. 
Their names and those of their officers togethm· with the JH:n·sonel of 
the Embassy :1re given by <le Choisy in t,he delightful t'tcconnt of his 
jomney published under the title .J O'LL?"nnl du 'vnynue 1le S i((m. de 
Choisy WaF! chm;en to accompany the Chevalier de Chaumont as 
a,ssistant, and vv11s commissioned to instruct ltml bn,ptiHe P'm Narai 
if the latter agreed to change his faith. 

Vnchct and the two Siamese Envoy!::l sailed b:tck to Sittm in the 
ship which canied the French Ambassador ttml de Choisy. 'l'be 
French Navy supplied a Battleship L'O,isea'L~ of 45 guns. Her 
offic()J"R were : 

Captain, lle Vttudriconl't; 
1st Mate, de Coriton; 
2nd Mn,{;e, ClwvaJim· de Forhin ; 
1\TidFJhipman, de Fmncine. 

'l'hrce naval oHicm·R of de Clmmnont'R suite accompn,nied him in 
this veRsel, namely, MeRsrs de GrandmaiRon, de Freteville, and Che­
valier du Fay. The passengers also inclnclecl ~c~ix ,Jesuit Astronomer~>, 
Fathers de Fontaney, 'L'n,chard, Le Comte, Gerbillon, Bonvet and de 
Visdelou, with a £n1l equipment of telescopes, Rcxtants, etc., a liRt of 
which is given in de ChoiRy's book. 

'l'he six Jesuits carried letters patent ism10ll by Louis XIV. on the 
28th o£ .January 1685, ordering them to proceed to India n,nd China 
in order to take such observations as were necessary to correct existing 
charts in the intereRt of science and of safety at se11. Although not 
offici1tlly commissioned for Siam, their service~c~ were used there to 
minister to P'ra Narai's interest in scientific matters; and with the 
exception of Fr. Tachard, who returned to France when the.Embassy 
was over, they appear to have remained in Sit~-ln for some time . 

• • 
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'l'ht! ' l I' l l'i!lltttllll vt· '' l e Cluwrnont'H suite consisted of six gentlemen 
~Tt•sst·s. tlc! Bl!l~t•villl·, il'Arllmwillc, Palu, de Oompiegne, de 111 Forest: 
nne! .lt!IWIHIS. '!'bey tmvellml in anavt11 frigate, Ln .Jllaligne, or 24 

.~uns, tmd1·r ChpL:tin .Toycmx, ttnd his mltteR, de Sibois and de 
Cli:uttll tot·• •n 11. ' 

du ( 'hoisy's di•KrTiption o!' the \'Oyttge out and homo is well worth 
t·ea•l.ing·. Ea1~h \'ll~·nge occnpiecl tthout :-;ix months, but only one 
c·asttttlty lll!l'lll'l't'.tl, tlw tlettth of young cl'Arhouvi\le, who was buried 
in Llw (lull',,[ Nittm. 

'l'h" thirtl nw,nn:-;cript iR 1le Chaumont's account o:l' hiR Embassy, 
lluluul t.,, arlntit that the irlca o£ converting P'ra Naraiby the aid ~f 
tliplolnat·y ettllw as tt snrpriKe both to the French BiRhop in Siam, 
Mgt·. Lalh!a11,, mH:l to Phaulkon, whose services he solicited on the 
Bishop's advice. 

dt.l Ulta nmont porsi:-;te<l however in urging P'ra Nitrai to adopt 
C!tJ·ist i:tnitu, nllll Juwino· oht:.tinocl no tltilD'ible l'e;;u1t t1lter three 

·' b b 

atHlic•Jwus wi(,lt t1tu King, he presented his l'eqnc,;t in wtiting. 'l'he 
l'•~ply 111• l'l'l'l~iV(!cl tn this petition bid stresR upon reasons o£ dmnestic 
poI iny, \\' lti t:lt for tho 11\0ment prevented the King from acceLling to 
t.lw AmhLsstulm's l'eqneHt. 

I 'lmul kon thun nilmittetl to lle Chan mont that ttt the Audiences at 
w 1 dell 1 w wn:-~ I ntorpt•etm· he 1mc1 considered it wise to ~mppnlsS de 
Uhtll1111011C's rul'•.ll'tlllCeH to l'cligion. This admission throwR Rllspicion 
11]11111 t.]w Fl'l~n<:lt venlioili which clo Olw.mnont gives of P'ra Narai's 
wl'i[.t.t!ll sL:LLtnnents, :-:ince Uwy tLlso mnRt 1mvo been tran~lated by 

Jllmnl kon. 
~ ' 

Fiwdly, haviug 1111111e 110 progress with the King's conversion, de 
C)hnllltl<JllL <:OliSulltoll to 1liKcnss with Phanlkon the terms of couces­
sionK to 11't·utH:h tmclm·K n,nd missionaries which were offered for 

aueuptmH:e hy LoniH XIV. 
'l'htl outsttttHling f'eatm·e of tho proposalR iR the gt'itnt of oxtra-

t.tn'l'itol'inlit.y to Fl'ench sul~jectA in Siam ·who wore not engaged in 
t1w Si:LtJWKe ::wrvice. 8ingom wn,s to be fortified by the French, and 
nHe<l by thom l'or whatever pnrpoAes they cleAired. They were also 
to enjoy tho monopoly of tin n,t Pnket, subject to the proviso t~1at 
tltey supplied the needs, not Apecificcl, of the local populatwn. 
HeligiouK freedom was offered t~ priest.'\ and comerts subject to 

certain conditions, ~ 

• • • 
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Both de Choisy and the Bislwp'H AdviHl'·l', de Lioww, W<'l'O doubt­
ful whether the suggested concessionR erLt'I'iml any authority othm· 
than that of: Phanlkon. rl'hcir stmpiciOllH wm·u oxcitorl by t.he request 
inade by Phaulkon that the .eoncesHions rogn,nling Singm'tt ttml the 
missionn,ries should he kept secret until mti fiecl by Lon is XIV. The 
religious concessions, though hy no mettrls seHRtttional, wet·e only 
produced in their :final form just ns do ChnllllHlllt was tthont t.o lettvc, 
when he had no time to discuss them. 

de Chaumont mrtde the m]stnke of showing the Sittll1CRO that he 
desired P'm Nami's convurRion ttR ardently as tho htttm· desired ttll 
alliance with France. At his fitml audience before. leaving Sia,m,. l1e 

shocked de Choisy(l) by mshly promising to pnhliRh the Frnnco­

Sia,n~oso ttllittnce np~:l hiR ttl'l'iva,l a~ Bttt.avia, ttl.thon!i.h nll he lmd 
obta,med fl'mn the .Smmeso was the1r offet·s wluch Rtlll lmd to he 
submitted to LouiR XIV for approval, nwl tl very \·ague flope ol' 
developing P'ra Nami's interest in Christainity. 

do Choisy had obtained Plmulkon':-; pl'ivrtte opinion tlmt the clt!mces 
of cmworting P'ra Narai wore nil; he p::tRtmd this on to rle Chaumont; 
the latter persisted however in sta,king everything upon hiR forlorn 
hope of converting tho King, and thereby lost a tine opportnnit.y of 
gaining concreto results. 

~rho fourth :MS is a, dmft of Obsmva,tions on Trrtcle f:or tho 
French Envoys who nccompa,niocl the militMy expedition in Hl8G 
to Sittm. 'rhey seem to criticise cle OhttUlllOJlt'R in~istence upon the 
religions issue instead of denumding complete froerlmn of trade f:or 
the. French in Siam. de Chaumont by implie:ttion wnR hlnmecl for 
not discovering exactly what oblign,tions the Freucli wnnld be required 
to meet in return for tho monopoly of tin ttt Pnket, nlso for accepting 
Singom blindly before comparing its meritR with those of Lakon, 
lVIergui a,nd Puket as a, naval base a,ncl tmcling r;tation. ~'he ohser­
va,tions requil'ed tho Envoys to ma,ke sea,rching enquiries into such 
-mntters a,nd to conclude a final treaty satisfactory to French trade 
with Siam, which was to be linked up with t.racle between Fmnco a,nd 
the Maclms coast of India. Saltpetre and l)epper appear to have 
been the items of chief: interest to France in Siamese trade. 

rrho monopoly of tin at Pukot appears to presi.1ppose a French 
Rettlement at that place. Before deciding to accept it, the Envoys 

·------------~-·~-·-

(!) V. Jllemoi1·es de Jl{. de Clwisy, 1\1:. E., 8, 1)· 1, ,. 

• • • 
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were to eonsi<1or whether a settlement on the east eoast of the Bay 
of Bongrd might not he made more profitn,bly ttt Mergui. In any 
ease it WM> !tssmued thnt the French would make tt settlement in one 
or other of these two towns. 

'l'he ofi'er of Singora as the site for t1 French fortified post wfis not 
to he accepted until the rivttl merits of: Lakon had been weighed. 
Ueferenee is then made to 11 promise thttt Bfingkok was to he 
occupied hy the French, and the possibility iR enviRaged that the 
King of: Sinm would not tolemtc l1 French fortified Rettloment at 
Ringon1 and Lttkon fiR well ns at Bangkok, in which case the Envoys 
wm;e to rest content with nn nnfortifiod trading post rtt either Sing­
om or Lttkon, contenting themselves with It gmTison at Bangkok. 
Tho <ruel-;tion or gal'l'ison l1t Pnket or :Mergui WitS not hronched in the 
Envoys' instJ·iwtions. 'l'he settlement nltiumtcly Mhicved wns that 
French troopR were admitted into the gal'l'ison at Bfingkok on the 
umlcrstanding that they took t111 Oltth of lt1legirmce to the King or 
Siam, and a detachment was Rent later to lVIcrgui, which place was 
chosen for a settlement on the Bay of Bengal. \Vo possess no proof: 
thtLt any settlements vvere 11ttempted at Singom, Lttkon or Puket 
after the retmn or the J~nvoys to France. 

'l'he ttlleged off'et· of: Btmgkok is of importance, Rince reliable indi­
cations point to the conclusion tho.t Bangkok wns never offered 
officially to <le Chaumont by the Siamese. '!'his evidence may he 
summtwisell a.s (1) de Chaumont','l own report; (2) de Choisy's and de 
Lionne's mernoit·s, relevant extracts of whieh ttre reproduced in 

Lf1nnay's hook; (:i~ Phaulkon's secret. instructions to 'rachard (also 
reproduced by Lammy) in which no mention was mmle of: Bttngkok 
m· of tt French military expedition. Phaulkon commissioned Fathm· 

'l'achanl after de Olmumont's failure to lay his own plttn for the 
Christinnisfition of Sinm before Lonis XIV through the medium 
of Louis' confeRsOI', ·Father de La Chaise. It consisted in enroll­
ing a party of French gentlemen for service in Siam. Phanlkon 
guo,ranteecl to find posts for them as governors of towns, etc., and 

hoped by their influence to persuade the populace to o,dopt the new 

religion. (l) 'fhe plan was 1.1ccepted by Louis, as is proved by a letter 
from Tachard, written on the 4th of Jannl1l'Y 1690, which states that 
-------------~ 

(l) Lnunn.y, M. E., 87Q, p. 151. 

.. 
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these gentlemen were rettdy to sttil in Mnrcli 1089, lmt wet·o dis­

handed when news of Plmulkon's death rmtehed Fmnco. (l) 

de Choisy was de Chaumont's sec:ond in the gmhttHHy, and it iA 
incredible that he should have boon ignomnt of Hnelt 1111 important 
unofficial offer to his ehief ns tlmt of Bangkok, since hn wnA respon­
Aible for nmintaining eontnct between Plmul kon and de Chaumont. 
}Jttd he been aware of the offer, would he not have mentioned it in 
his private memoirs which were written without reAel'\'C? 

Lnstly, the Abbe de Lionne, tt shrewd ohHerver of political matters 
in Siam, who tteeompnnied the expedition, expressly stateH that when 
it reaehed Java on its way to Siam, Fnther 'raclutrrl was 1:1ent on. in 
advance to prepare Plmulkon for the cletermimttion of the French to 
occupy Bangkok, and that on its arrival, Tacharcl cnmn on bcxwcl 

and told de Lionnp that they wore to be aclmitted.(2
) 

Ln.nier and Gallais quote state papers showing tlutt. the French 
troops were only admitted on terms, namely, that they took tLH onth 
of allegiance to King P'm Narai and that these terms were clistnstc­
fnl to the Envoys but were :10eept?d by Desfarges, the General in 
command of the expe~lition, who realised that his men were in no 
condition to fight after the voyage, during which a third of their 
number had perished from siclcness. 

In the Illustrated History of France(il) at the Bihliotheqne Na­
timmle in Pnris, there is an explanatory note to the following effect 

below the medallion which iA reproduced on plato I :-

"Monsieur Constance sno·!losted o{ferirw the town of Bano·kok 
o~ o o 

"to France on condition that an expedition wnH o;ent out with 
"!'Jhips, solcliors and engineers together ·with • fumls to support 

"them. The Chevalier de Chaumont :tncl his Aide, the Abhe 
"de Choisy, did not lend themselves to this proposal. A ,J esnit 
"named 'I'acharcl, who acted as interpreter, suggested to tho 
"Minister that support for his plan might be obtained fmm 
"Father de La Chaise through 'l'achard's mediation. He 
"snccoeclecl in obtaining it, and the plan ·went tht•ough, hut it 
"only lasted two or three years." 

'l'he unreliability of the writer of this note is proved by his state-

(l) MSS at Pl'opaganch• Fede, Ro~~-e~~:.-.---~,if.,-;~~;;,-------~-
(2) Launay, M. E., 850, p. 79. 

(iJ) llistoire de_P?·cmoe, Collection d'Estampes, Q. i9, 

• • • 
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mcmt Lltnt '1\wlmrd >1etocl a~:~ interpreter between (1u Clmnmout ttncl the 
King of Simn. '1\wlmrd eauw to Sittm for tlte fit·~:~t time with de 
Ch:tmttout: his preYiom; cmrviec ·lutcl been in Amcriett. It is thus 
illlfHlSI'IilJ]e tllitt he COU]cl bttYO actocJ HH interpreter, lt role played by 
Pltn.nl kon, tts· Htttted in de Clmnmont's report . 

. Documcntm·y eviclenee that the l!'t·eneh :Military expedition to 
Bnngkok enuw out in respom;e to tm invitation to occupy tlmt town 
l'l!Stl:l upon thiH rliscreclited note to the Medallion ttnd upon tho 
Htreugth of our i\IS No. IV, in which two ont of the three refer• 

enceH have been written in by a seeoml ha,nrl.(l) 

'!Jw note iLecompauying the medallion is only important in so ftw 
ns it reeord~> whn.t waH subsequently believed in France. 'l'he nmnu­

scl'ipt however wn.H composed before tlw expedition left France, and 
it HL11tes that "Bangkok was o!forcd to the French. The t·wo eot·t·ec­
tions dea.l with an t1cceptttnce of the invitation. 

The following is oi-i'ered ttl:! nu cxplnmttion :-

Ftttlwr '1\wlmnl, S. J., wns one of the six: n.stronomcrs despatched by 
Luuis to the Ettst IOl' scienti-fic reseu,rch, who tmvelled as fttl' ns Siam 

with de Clmnntcmt'~:~ ErnhttsHy, ttnd who were present in Simn dming 

itR sta,y there. Tachu,rcl is known to lmvo developed close and inti­

umto rcln.tions with Plumlkon while the negotiations wore in progrcRH, 
ttrul wn~:~ actuttlly entrusted by the latter with tho seet·et mission to 
tlw French Court alrmtcly mentioned. Taclmrd would know that the 

King of SitLlll lmd asked de Chaulllont fcJl' the f:lcrviees of one of .the 

llletnbot•s or hiH stttff, de Forbin, to modemise the defences of Bangkok, 

!Lncl he umy conceivably h:we concluded tlmt since the Bttngkok fortH 
were :tlready counl'\n,ndecl by a F'renehnmn, they might be considered 

(l) U iH t.l'IIC Llm1; J;be pnblislwtl ve~·Hion of de CJhoisy'H Memoii·et! (ell. 
Midmwl itlHl l'onjonbt) 011 p. en 2, cont:Lim; the st:Ltement that Plmnlkon 
umde rLJl offel' ()f Bangkok J;o !le Olmnmont nnrl de ChoiRy which they l'efus­
etl. Absence of a.ll l'efenmcfl to thir; Rt:Ltemeut in the unetlited version of 
the,;e 1\'lemoir~, ( M.E. vol. 8. ), t•ecluces it for pm·pot;eH of evidence to the smne 
level n.s the mecltdlion. 

Vi1·gile Pinot, in his reeenUy publiKhetl wol'lc, LeG OMne et leG formation 
de l'esp1·it pkilosophirJ1.ll3 en 1i'mnce, quotes nmny inst;n.nces of the "editing" of 
publiHhed wol'ks on the rntl't of the J emits, and emphnHiKes the pl'epcmdemt­
ing of 'l':wlmt·cl, writing on p. 58:-

" :Et meme nons ponvom; nons tlemn.udet· jnsqu'a quel point le Jesuite 
"o;'t'~tn.it laiHH<J entm·tillel' pm· ln. faconde clu :Levantin, et, si d:LnS cette nego­
." cin.tiou q n'ils sembln,ient meuer d'nn commnn n.ccord, il n'y :wn.it pns nue 
"clupe, rp1i c:~tn.it precisewent; Plmnlkon." 

... 
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as promised t,o French occupation. lu tlmt ense lw W1ml<l soc little 
difficulty in drafting in French soldiers to help lle Forhin in Bnngkok 
when the c1uestion C!1lllC up in Paris of HLHttliug ont troopH with tho 
Envoys to man the Htnmgholcl of Singom that had been oflicinJ!y 
offered to the French by Siam. 

'l'he insecurity of Phn.nlkon's position n.nd the n.dnmtttgu to him of 
the presence of 11 friendly gtLrrison tLt Bangkok fLl'e olwiuus. It is 
possible that 'l'aclw.rd, realising this fact, let it he knuwn in 1\triK tluLt 
.Phanlkon would welcome a foreign gal'l'iHon n.t .Bn,ngkok mtl1er than 
SingonL, and that gradually the idea bectLUW prevalent in Pa.ri1:1 tlwt 
Btwgkok, being already under the command of a Frenclumm, was a 
potentitd French garrison town. 

It must be remembered that de Clmuuwnt set out for Siam with 
the avowed object of effecting the conveniion of the /:linmose King 
in return for an alliance with Fmncc, and tlw.t he cnme home w'ith· 
unt achieving his pmpose, bringing with him the ofFer of Singorn. as 
tL military base. 'l'he object of de Chamnont's Emhn.ssy lw.d heen 
subjected to t·idicule by La Bruyere, who wrote:-

"We travel to the end;; of the Earth to couvert the East, in 
"other words, to make proposals out there which, if umdo to us, 
"would be regn.rded as laughable n.ncl insane." 

When de Chaumont retumed with somewhat mnpt.y httnds, Louis 
appears to have disagreed with the suggestion 1uade to him by 
Vachet before the Embassy set out, that even failure in so bold a 
venr.m·c would enhance his prestige. 

The documents quoted by Lanier and Gallais show tlmt there was 
irritation in Paris at the poor results of de Chaumont's costly ventmc 
together with a feeling that an end must he p~t t.o the serier; of 
Embassies by which negotiations with Siam were being protracted. 
'rlw same documents state that Phaulkon later on nmde no secret of 
his contempt for de Chaumont. 

'l'he suggestion is that Tacharcl, as Plmnlkon's friend, hogan by 
discrediting de Chaumont at horne, calling attention to his failmc to 
utilise the Siamese request for de Forbin's ~>ervices at Bangkok, 
which should have been emr)loyed as leveraO'e for obtainitw a footin~ • 0 . 0 ~ 

in that place for the French. 
'l'he possibility is not excluded that Phaulkon had a notion tlw.t 

the French might send out troops to enable P'm Narai to cope ·with 
the Dutch menace and that he allowed. Tn,chard to believe that they 
would be invited to occupy the nmv citadel in course of construction .... 

• • • 
• 
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by <le Forbin at Bn.ngkok In 11ny ca~o;o, in (lebult of conelnsive 
e\·idenee, wu llm:->t tLHBUlliO tlmt the offer oJ' Brwgkok to the Froneh 
Ct11UO thl'Ough Taclmr(l, Plmnlkon':-; secret emissary to Louis; tlmt it 
WtLs [1 Hecrct offer unknown both to Kol:llt Pan, the Sittmcso amhtsstt­
dm: to LouiR, n.ml to de Lianne, hiH Interpreter, who mtmo to Franco 
to negotiate on the bttHiH of P'l'a Nami'H ofi'er of Singont as a li'rench 
gal'l'1Hou town. 'l'ttchttrcl was coJmniHsioncd by Phtwlkon to obtttin 
Louis' consent to Phaulkon':,: private plan tOl' m11king Siam t1 chria­
titm country with the tticl of the J e>mit:;. Finding opinion in :Fmnce 
uxttsperatecl t1gttinst Sit1m ltl:l a l'csult of de Oht1umont's failure, 
'l'aelmrd, it is suggestud, mmd the bttit of a French gttrrison in 
Ba1;gkok to obtttin Louis' consent to Ph:1nlkon's plan. 'l'he matter 
eoulcl not be made public until ~l'achnrd had rotnmed to Siam a.nd 
obliged Phnul'kon to give efl'ect to it. 

'l'his theory accountfl for the eolTections mttde in the Obset·vtttimm 
on 'rrade for the EnvoyH. It alHo accounts for 'l'nchard's movements 
in proceeding ,from Bt1t1:wia to Siam in advance of the expedition 
t1nd in meeting it on its 11rl'ivt1l at the bar with the news tlmt its 
ttdmittance into Bttngkok lmd been armuged. 'l'he final instructions 

for thu Envoys, which have been publi:>hml,(l) in:>istcd that Bangkok 
was to be occupiucl, if lllll!OHHary by fm:ce ; though there were good 
grounds to bulievc that force would not he needed. 'l'hese grounds 
would be reliance upon 'l'nc!u1l'd'H rneditttion,-according to thiH 
explamtti<:m which is offurecl pemliug tho discovery of cloemnenhtry 
proof. 

For Plmulkon, the clay on whielt he received on P'rto Nttmi's behalf 
the ttllegiance or tl~e French troops, nmy well have Keomed to hill1 
tlw proudm;t day in his life. 'rhe French however felt the humilin,­
Lion of their position. Phanlkon lutd already ant:1gonised the mis­
Hionariefl: his triumph ttt their exponHe lost him the confidence of 
the Envoys and of tho F1·ench colony. The result waH that a few 
months lt1tor, when he needed the help of rnissimmries and merchants 
to persuade the Genornl in charge or the French force to give him 
its support, he fou:nd tht1t his only friends among all the Fl'enclnnen 
in Siam were a few Jesuit priests who were powerlcKs to help him 

in his hour of need. 
A study of the Fmneo-Sittmese negotit1tions shows that they were 

(l) Quoted hy Etienue,.GnJlois. 

,.., ' 
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conducted on the French Hitlu with a. l'anlty knu\\'lullgn h.>Llt ol' the 
real po~:~itiou reganling n ehange o[ ndigio11 by Llte King, ~~hK> ol' Llw 
clmnceH of sncceHs likely to ttcCt'lW 1'!'()111 n mi libtry occupation of 
B11ngkok with a, stmtll Enrupca,n fot·cu, Hot tu ttumt.ion the cliflicnlty 

of effecting this occuptttiou. 
Ou the Siamese sitlc, Pha.nlkon'8 diploHilte,\' WttH tlw l'llHUit ol' an 

nttempt to combine hiH loytdty to .P'm N ttmi mnl to thu ;) e:-mits 

with his own ends, if we regar1l them as du:-;i ru for powut· and fur 
the Hnpport of foreign ~:~olcliet'H upon which lw might dupund in tltu 

event of the l(ing'~> death. 
His failure ltty in his Ch·eek aptitude for tineHHu ancl tt·id;.ury 

which antagonised the Freucl1 npon whom hu reliud m the bst 
resOl't for hi:; personal Httfet y. 

I 

QUAI n'Qw,AY, 

(591'0
) Sittlfl 

1\H~wmr,:,; E'l' DoouM~<::-.i~I'H, A:-:;m,, II, 5D. (l) 

tt St. Gemutin le :to0 Jmtviur 16KI 

Du Hoy 
an B.oy do Sinu1. 

treH lmnlt, tre::; excellent, tree: pniFH:\LLnt, ct true~ umgna.niuw Prince, 

Nre treH cher et bon a.my. Dien veuillc nugmeutur Vre. gmndem· 

auec fin heureuse. 

Nons nuons apprir; p~tl' l'uveS(JUe LllwliopoliK ot pttL' pllmieurs ttutreH 

de nos subicts les obligtttiun:; c~>sentiellus CFt'ilH uous ttnoiunt non 

seulement a cau~>e Je ln. prote~;tion que nous leur donn1~H 1lnns l'exor­

cice de ln religion chrestienne et de b generosite ~no vons tLnez en de 

leur prester sans interest clnml leur extreme be::;oign vue HOJn lll e dttrg; 

considerable mnis aussi pr leur nuoir encore cloJJne de plns gmncle::; 

preunes de votre libemlitc en leur faiHttut bttstir une maison pom lue~ 
luger. 

Nous sm·ons bien aise nussy de tronner lcH occnHions do vouH 

tesmoigner combien nous sonunes scnsiblcs nux marques echttttntu:; 

<]Ue VOUs nuez donne de }a consiclenttion que VOUS ntlez pour llOUS 

(l) 1~he original d1•:tft lues beeu emended by two different h:mds. The 
a.hove is tt i;mn~cription of the film] ver~ion. Sinee the col'l'octinnR do noi; 
:dl'eet. the Hen:;e of the letter lmt merely improvo itH form, n, reproduction of 
the om·liel' stn.ges tln:ongh whieh the text lms pasRed is eonHiderec1 nnnecessrtry. 

" 
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Cqmmbnt nons nonH prolllcttons que vuns voudrez bien continuer 
cettu mosuw protodiou tmx cnesrllleS Gt twx antr:os mi1-Hoiomtit·eH 
1Lpostoli11HeH, (5D v) ct l'estendre aussi a 110s suiets negotians, afinqne 
luH UllH pniHHent tLnoir b Iiberto de l'cxercice de Itt religion chrestienue 
dont urw deH prineiptdleH nmximeH est cl'esttLblir l'tmtorite nbsolue dus 
HoyH Hlll' lenrH l:illiets ot que ]m; a ntres y puissant liboremont tmtiquot· 
n~ttiR pom nons umrquet' le clesir veritnble que nons anons cle 
reeognoiHtre tons les bienbits que noR d. flUietR ont recens de nons 
nom; nons enuoyow.; quelque~; presenfl que non~; 1WOHH cru c1ui nons 
seroiunt aggJ:enblet~ en tLttenchLnt que uou~; puissiom; non:-; donner clel:l 
preu~wH plus fortefl de ht haute e.~timo que nons 11nonH pour uom;. 
8nr eo nou::; priom; .Dien <1uil veuille angmonter Vro gmndom· avec 

Hn toute hereuso. 

Siam 

Esel'it a St. g·ut·uatin en ltLJ!e 

le x 0 Jttnnim· 1 (it)l 

V t·u tt·m; dwt· ct lJOn 11my 

'L'JtANSLA'l'!ON 

nt St. Gt\l'lnain tho lOth Janunry, 1G81. 

:E'rom tho Kin~ to the King of Sinm. 
Mo::;t high, most excellent, most rnighty, tLncl most ma,gnanimous 

Prince, Our good ttnd well-beloved fl'iend. May God grant you in­

eret1He of Might with lmppy conRnnunation. 
't'hrongh the Bishop of .HeliopoliR ttnd Heveral other l:lUbjeetl'l or 

ourt> wo h11ve learn~ of the deep debt they owe to you both for the 
protuction yon lnwe given them in their observance of the Christian 
ruligion, ttnd for yom genel'OHity in lending them n Hub::>ttLntinl ·stun 
of mouey h.'l\e of interm;t in the time of their dire need; fmthermme, 
for luwing given even greater proof of yom: libemlity in ordering 11 

hou::;e to be built to lodge them. 
We :-;hnll be glad also to tincl opportunities for showing how greatly 

we appreciate the outr;tancling proof::; you luwe gi von of the <:.:-;teem 

you be11r to Ul:l. Meanwhile, we trust you will be willing to eontimw 
to give the :::a me protection both to the Bishop aml to the othet· 

Apostolic missiomtriel:l, and to extend it. to om subjects engaged in 

commet·ce, in Ol'dcr tl111t the former umy be £roe to pmctise the 
Chri::;tian religion, o£ ,y,hich one oE the chief mtLximR iR t.o ensul'c tho 

• • 
• 
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umli~:~puterl power ol: tnOlHHChH ovm· tlwir snh,iucLH, while the lattm· 

w.ill be enabled to trttdu without hindntncu . 
.A;; 11 mark of our true cle~:~ire to aeknowleclge ttll tlw lmnotib~ whieh 

onr subjects ttfore~:~aid have received a.t your ltamls, we c;en1l you HUll­
dry gifts snch its we think will Jiluttse yon, J!Umling ttll oppUl'tnnity 
to give you stronger proof of the high regnnl we lmn" fot· yon. 

We heruby pray 00t1 t.lmt. he 1111ty gnlllt yon incn:tLH!Jrlreuown aml 

pt·o~:~perity. 
'Written ttt St. Uct'lllttin-en-Lttyu, 

the lOth Jttmmry, 1081. 
Yonr o·oml ttud 'vell-helun:tl hioll(l. 

b ~ 

II 

QUAl n'OusAY, lVfEIVIOIHt~H WI' Ducu~lE~TH, Asu,;, 1'1, No. :32. 

(701'u) Lettre cpw Ookytt Bet•i btt'l'ttllm lbtwhrt clue]w, telmdi ttlllllHL 
tm Jt1Ulltchitnt pipitrn tana ltntclm commtihucli piri11 Palm ookytt 
pmclang eCJ:it ttnec nn ccenr pleiu d'11ffodion ut du tunclrosse A M?u­
sieur Clutrle~:~ Uollmrt gmnrlmi11istro clu trus puiHHttnt d. tree; excellent 
Prinee J_,e Hoy cle Fmnce tt l'<wiH. Com1ue le tn~;; pnlHHtmt et treK 
umgmwime l'rincu le Hoy tle Sittlll MollHeigneur ot le tres pui~:~~:~ttut 

et kes umgn11nime Priuee le H.oy cle Fmnec out m1 gmucl de::lir 
d'etablir entr'eux nne amitie et une eonespondu.uee fel'lue et t>t11ble, 
en cette vetie le treK pui~:~sttnt et tre~::~ mtLgntLniiue Prince lo Hoy Mou­
~::~eignenr 11 enuoye an tres pui~::~su.nt Prince Le Hoy de Fnmee ook 

pmpitttt matclm 'mtt!tri pom Ambttssu.deur, et uok lotlttllg sri visum 
Hotmtortt, et ook qmm mtkora vitehtti. pour lieutenttntl'l cle l' AmlJtLH­

I:ltLCle aecompu.gnes du Perc G11yme anec des lettreH ot cles pre~:~eml 

pour etre nne mttrque de l'affeetion et de l'estime extntordinu.irc 

qu'il n pom ee gmncl moiuHque, et du cle1:1ir qu'il a r1ne leH proRperites 

rlout il jouit ttugrnentent tonjom·s de plus en plus, com me ttns~:~y afHu 
quu l'ttmitie qui e~:~t Entre ccs deux Gmnds Prineo:,; preune tons ll't-i 

ionrs de nouueunx nccroissements. Lorsquo lhns l'anneo ractt trini 

Souc Dom fmncisco Eueque d'Heliopolis ttnimt icy rwec (70vo) deR 

luttreH du Bttint Pttpo, et clu tt·es :Thfttgnanimc Prince le Hoy de Fmnce, 

il fnt rueuu nvec ht nmgnificenoe que demandoit la. rm~jeste supreme 

tlu Gmnrl Hoy qui l'ennoyoit; Et le treR lmut et treR excellent Prince 

Le ltoy Monseigneur ttpprenant los nonuelles prosperites dont ce 

Grand Prince so tronuoit eomble en reRsenti~ une joye eb une alle-

• • 
• 
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grt~sse si grmule qn'il n'y a ricn n, quoy on 1a pui<~se comparcr. De 
plus le Gntnd Hoy mon umitro ttyant dermis pen reccu nouuelles que 
Munsc~igneur lu Dauphin lLUoit 1n·is uno Auguste ct Royale Epouse de 
laquelle il ttuoit eU nn 1\.oylLl fils, la joye de co Grand Hoy s'est 
accretie de telle umniere qu'elle est ttllee jusqu'a l'exces, considemnt ee 
Hoyo.1 rejetton counne celny qui cloit nn jour pcrpetucr le Sang Royal 
de co Gmnrl Hoy et il pric Dieu qu'il daigue fauoriser co Hoya1 enfant 
d'vnc longue et henreusc vie, pour succedcr un jour au tr6ne de Refl 
ttncestrm; souhn,itto.nt ttuec passion que la race ct 1e sn.ng d'un si 

grand Monnrquc n'l1yt iamais de. fin. AytLnt done Enuoye soH Ambas­
.'ladenrR nons csperions qu'ils :-Jcroient icy des l'annee cho elmtouarn. 
HOC,,et ie me prepn.rois lL porter leH llOUVellel:i de l'lJelll'eUX SUCCeS de 
lad. Am baHHnde aux pi eels du trone du tres pnicuoant et trcs l\fagmL­
nime ( 7lr0

) P1'>ince le Hoy Monseigneur ponr ttugmentcr encore Sa, joye, 
1mtis lc tems de recuvoir les nouvelles etant uenu, nons ttuous ttppriH 
qne le Vttic;seau <lui port11it cette Royttllc Ambassade u'etoit point 
encore o.rriue en :France, ce qui nons tL cause uno gmmle tristcsse; 
j'allay d'abonlme prol:ltCl'l](Jl' aux piedH clu k6ne clu 'Roy l\:Iouseign­
cur pour lui en apporter h1 nounelle, Sa Hoyt1lle Mt\jcste d'uigmt 
m'honol'et· cle cette repon10c LA B.oYALLE Ai\UTll~ QUl v:<l'l' LE GnAND 

HoY DE FRANCJ~ AVEC UE B.OYAUJ\m DElllEUREltA FE!ti\LE lC'l' INEBltAi"\L­

AJILE, QU'o~ ENVOYE SyA VOllt DEi:i NOUUELLES DU i:iUCCJ~S DE UE'l'TE 

AMBASSADE, ayttnt rccen ceH Royn.les pat·olcs Rlll' le Sommet de llH.L 

teRte J'euuoye prcsentement oquun pitcbai valid et quun pitchitra 
ma'itri uuec lei:! l'eres V a.chet et Pa,scot pour en apprendre. J e les n y 
clmrge de quelques petits prel:lens dont ilH portent 1e l'Oole qui urms 
Heront mt gage de l'e:-;time pttrticnliet· que ja.y pom noml, et du desir 
que jay <.tn'a l'exemple de nos deux gmm1s moun.rques nons nons Yn­

it~Hions en vne tret~ .'lolide ut clumblo amitie. Je uous pl'ie anee inst­
n.nce de nous mander ce qni sent tLl'l'iue nux Amhassttdeurs du Hoy 
Monseigneur tttl:in que selon les nouvelles que nons 1·ecem·on:-;, uon.'l 
puisHions songer lL ce q u'il sera conuenable de fa.ire pour Ia confirum­
tion et ttngmentation de l'ttmitie cle nos deux grands Princes ct pour 
la reudre durable a jamais. Ju laisse a Vofltre prudence de jugcr 
(71 V0

) et de nons £aire Syavoir ee qn'elle estimera plm; conv01mble pour 
l'augmentation de cette Hoynlle amitie. 

Cette lettre a ete ecritte le jour de autit le 15e du mois Ul de 

l'an Sa.carat 1045. 
La tntcluction est confOl'me a l'origimd Siamois Higne Lonifl Eue­

que de Metellopolis Vi,r. Apliquc de Siam etc 
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'l'ltANSLA'l'ION 

Letter written with rt lwnrt full of warm <tffection by tltlll'Ulflrm:n.n 

Jl'lil!l1l'lil'lil~Efl:wl~m11·a~ f1fl~ [ ... ] lffl'Wnrr Lmnllu~$\n''U [ tl:illl:i:w] m~~ [ ] 

tJEln':Jl~:i~rl~ to lVIon~;iem Clmrlefl Colbert,(l) chief 1\'Iini~;ter of the Must 

l\:fighty l1J1(l lltost excellent Prince, the King of Fmnce at Parifl. 

In view of: the stnmg cleflire felt both by the MoRt Mighty u,m1 

:Most lVI1tgnanimou:-; Prince, tho King of Sialll, my Lord, and the 

:Most Mighty u.ncl :MoNt l\hgm111imou~; Prince, the King of 13\·anee, to 
estttblish amity and comumuicu.tion 'on u. basis of iinn aml h:-;tiug 

friendship, the lVloHt Mighty nncl 1\iagnanimouH Prince, the KiiJg,"uty 

Lord, deHptttchecl ~:i:~~l?l-nhl'TI L~JI9i'J· at~ hif:l ambassttdor to tlw .Mo:,;t 

J\Iighty King of France, together with tltlflV\Z'l:JS[P11"JVlll~V'W'Vl:i and mm 
~'W'WA:iYr'U as nirleH to the Embaflsy acemupttlJiecl by Fttthm· Gu.yme, 
mn·yiug letterH tmd pn~:,;ents to witnel:ls to the love and deep reg11nl 
He htts fur tlntt grmtt Prince, ttncl to hiH clm;ire tlmt his prosperity 
Jtmy ever iuere<1se, ttli:lo to tho end tlmt the friend:-;hip whieh obtainK 
between tlwi:le two gl'etLt Princel:l may wnx claily stronge~·. 

Lord :F'mncis, Bil:lhop of Heliopoli:,;, when he twrivecl !tel'e in the 

yettt' of the "0ock"-the thil'd of the teu-yetu' cyclc-briuging letters 

hom the Holy Pope(2) ttncl the most nmgnanimoufl pl'ince, the King 
of France, was received with all the pomp ttpproprinte to the Supreme 

lVIaj esty of the great King whose envoy he W!LS. '!'he uwHt high 
ttud most excellei1t Prince, the King, my Lord, on hearing of the 
fl'osh proHperities Hlwwered upon that grettt Prinee, felt I:!Uch joy ttnd 

delight in hi:,; heart thttt nothing cun be cmnptned'\mto it. 
Fnrtlwnuore, when the great King, my Lord, lately received news 

thnt His B.oytd Highnesfl, the Dttnphin, hLLcllmd ltoyal otT'spring from 
his tmgust ttnd Hoyttl Consort, his joy reLLclwcl such a pitch that it 

knew no bounds, since he l'egttl'dR that Hoyal off:::pl'ing tts del:ltined 
one clrty to perpetuate that mighty Pdnce'R Htock, and he prays tlmt 
Hetwen nmy grant this Royal scion <1 long and happy life, so thttt he 
may succeed to the throne of his ancestort~; for it is his deare:,;t wish 

(l) Clmrles, umno of lV[n.l'qniH de CroiHsy, h11s been subt:;tituted for Jenu 
J:la.ptiste, the nn.me of hiR hrothet·, the grertt Colbert, who 1lied ou tl1e 
Gth of Heptembe1·, 1 u88. 

(2) Iu the Freuoh, Sttint Pnpe is 1t l'ltl'o l'OlH]erin~ of Snnto Pa,JHt, 
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thttL the f:1mily and line of RO gruat a Jnonn,rch llHty never pttRH :1way. 
It Wftl'l onr hope tlmt Lito AmbaR:;nrlm· them desp1ttchod, wonlcl be 

back here by the yeat' o[ "tho Dog "-tho fonrth of the ten-year 

cyele~and I waH llHtking· roncly to O!Ll'l'Y newH of the fortnnate issue 

of the >mid EmbaR.'lj' to the stop.'! of the thnme of thttt nmgmtnirnons 

Prince, tho Kiug, my Lord, ttll(l thereby ltdcl to hiR delight. Bt~t ttt 

tho \'e.ry time wlum ncwR Wt1H clue, W!" le11l'llt that tho :-;hip cttrrying 

thttt Roy a.! Em htlSRY httd not yet t'lH.1Ched Fmnee; which tidingR 

cansecl us..,gre:1t distress. 

l\Iy firRt step W<"LH to prostrrtte myRoH hdore my Hoyal l\hstm.·'s 

t\mi'ne in order to impart the newH to hint-, HiH MnjeRty gt:tcim1Rly 

honoured me with the following reply:-

"The Friew,lHhi.p which binclH the Gt•ettt King of France with thi:-;" 

"realm will continne firm aml UllHlmkttblo. Let EnvoyR he deRpat-" 

"churl to uhtnin 1\0WH ot tlmt EmhttHHy." 

Placing these royal wonlH upon the crown of my hon.d, I herewith 

rleRptttch 'tl i'Jfl'll'U'~'ll~'l.mi~ with Il'tlfl'li'U{\l~ 111:1 ~b.Jl?i:l and Fn.thm·s Vnohet 
I I 

anrl Pascot ~o obtain that newH. I have entnu;tecl to their cttt·o 

sevoml slight offm·ings, the invuntory of which is with them, as 

em·noRt of the ospeciall'eflpect I luwc for yon, ttncl o£ my wiRh tlmt you 

fLnd I, like om· two grettt Monn.rc11R, may join together in fL bond of 

Rtrong amllttRting ft·imu1Rhip. 

I ttnlently beseech yon to apprise 11R with tho l'tttc met with by 

the AmbttRH:tdotR of the King, my Lord, in Ol'ller tltttt, aeting upon 

tho newH we receive, we mny apply om· thonghtR to deviHe l1WI111R of 
Re11ling 11ml inct·eaRing the ttmi.ty between om two groat Princes, to 

the end that it nmy 111Ht f:orevcr. 

I lea.ve it to yom wiRdom to decitle upon nncl omnmunicate to me 

tho Rteps yon conHider moRt tLpproprittte f:or increaRing this lloyttl 

friendship. 

'l'hiR letter ·was written ml Snncltty the 15th clt1Y or the firRt month 

of the ye111' 1045(H) in the (chultt) em. 'l'he tr:tnslation is in ttccorrl­

ance with the Siamese original. 

Signed. LouiR, Bishop of :Motel/opolis 

Apostolic Vicar in Sittm. 

\il) '1'1 01 l· .. 1 r·<>o \11104~- lf"'' . _1e Ill .t. eu. Jegn.\t .~. n. lolo, 1 ( r .J _ /1. n . io;,, 

.. 
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III 

AROHIVEf> NATIONALES, N~;nOOIA'PIONS, K. 1.8G8, No. !l8. 

(1 1·o) RELA'riON de ce que l.VLr le Ch(ev11)1im· de Clmmnont a f1tit 11 Siam. 

A ROn 11rrinee a b barre de Siam, jl nnnoy11 prim· l'Ene:-<qnc de 

J.VIeteleopolis de venir a son bord pour l'jnstnrire de co qui se p11RRoit 
Rur le sujet de ROn Amb~tssade. 

S'y est11nt rendu accompn,gne do l'Ahbe de Lionne, jl lny dit que lc 
principal suj et de son Am ba:-<s11de estoit de fa ire en Rorte, de r1eter­
rniner entierement le Roy de Siam a se faire eln·eRtien, 1'\11 1\fajeste 
ayn.nt este jnformoe qu'jl anoit beauconp do poncha.nt r\ mnbnl.''lRer 
cette Religion, et qn'11 ]n, vei.i.e d'vn AmbaRRt~donr, on rw dontoit paR 

rtn'jl ne le fist. ,... 
Cet Rues!IUe fnt surpris de ce que l'on n,noit fait la conuersiori du 

Roy de Si11m si f11cile, et lny clit que la chose n'cRtoit p11s si preRte 
gu'on la croyoit, copendant que ce Roy auoit de honR sentimenR pour 

la Religion chrestionne et qn'jl on donnoit tons leR jmn·R deR prennes 
p11r los Eglises qn'jl faisoit bastir 11nx l\1issiommims p~tl' l'n,mitie qn'jl 
leur (1 V 0

) tesmoignoib, en leur accordant tont ce qn'ilR~ luy deml1n­
doient et qu'jl ne doutoit p11s que l' Amh~tsRade ne fiRt vn effect 

admirable, mais qu'il y auoit de gr11ncles mesures a prendre. 
Ils conuinrent des moyens qu'il f11lloit prench·e pour faim rcUssir 

cebte aff!1ire, et resolurent de s'adresser ILU s.r ConstmlCe grn.nrl fau­

ory du Roy, bon catholique et homme de bien et cl'honneur. 

L'Euesque luy n,yant dit que ce fauory n'estoit point interesse et 

qu'jl ne cherchoit que l'honneur, l'ahbe de Lionne qui estoit de la 
conuers11tion dib que c'estoit par la qu'il le fnJloi£ prendre et qu'il y 
auoit des honneurs en France que le Roy lny pouuoit donner, couune 

cheun,lier cle s~ Michel, et mesme luy proposa le cordon hleu. 

Il fit quelque resistance sur ce dernier, mn.iR led. s.r Abbe de 

Lionne luy ayant fait entendre que ceh pounoit extreme( me )nt 

anm10er l'affn,ire, cel11 le fit reRonclre h luy dire <Jn'j1 ponuoit lny 

proposer en cas qu'jl obligeast le Roy de Si11m cl'embmsser (2r0
) 

ht Religion chrestienne. 

Led'. s.r cle•Lionne le fut tronuor, et luy en fit la proposition qu'jl 
reyeut en clisant qu'on luy faisoit trop cl'honneur, et qu'jl feroit tout 

Ron possible anpres du Roy son l\1aistre pour faire reUssir cette 
nfl:'aire, et crn'il ny anoit que l'jnterost de la Religion qui le feroit agir . 

... .. 
,.. 
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hATE II 

ClwvnJier de Chtonmont. 

Detttil frotu tL Priut nt Llw Bibliotheque Ntttiormle in Paris, showing hi,; 

reception by King P'm Nnmi. 

JiJ. TV. !Iutc/tillsoll. 
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r l' s ~· c~ t I' t ,_ · 1 · ~~~l • ' , JllllH ttll('{\ CR -·11110 \'Cllll VOll' (1118 C{llDR ;]Olll.','l apl'CR it cJEmx 
liLmes dl' Sir1m, jl nuL vne gt·!tncle COllUOl'Sttl;ion anee lny en pre,c;ence 
de l'EncKquo ilm1s h-tqndlo 11pre.S" be11ticonp cle compliltteits jl. luy dit 
qne Hcttchn.nt Htt probitc;, ot son .r.ele pom ltt Religion jl rmoit re~mlu 
tlD ne luy rion degniAel' dn Al\jd. de son Amhttssarle, et luy expliqun, 
l-lll 11il\l'\ll10 temps que c'eAtoit ponl' porter ]c Roy de Siam a RC faire 
eln·eHt.itm. 

Lo<l'. S.1
• ConHbtneo lny dit 1amOHil10 choso qnc l'EneHqnc; qt(jl ne 

s9anoit. p~ qni anoit fait la choRe Ri facile en france qu'jl nc croyoit 
rms que cela fust Ri IWOZ, et qu'il falloit jll'Unch·o de:;; 1\1CRUl'OR jnstes 
pom; motke l'ttifn.iw' en bon eRta.t. 

L'EneKqne lny ltJlLnt lei'L le compliment qno luy Oh, de Chttnmont 
(2\' 0

) deuoit ft~l'n n.n Roy, j1 luy rlit l[n'il estoit vn pen pt'OHfmnt c!; 
qn'il fa1lnit en l'etl'mlcher rfuelque chose, 

Comme !eel'. s.r Constance ne pa.de point ft·nn9ois, l'Euesque 

lny dit, nmiH il l'<~sponclit qn'il n'on vouloit rien retmnchel'. J/Ene.s­
que lo tra.cluiRit en Portugais ot on oHta. <rnelqne petite choRe qn'il ne 
tromut paR cle conHeqnenco. 

Led'. s_r (;onRta,nce ayant clmrmncle :1 eRtC jnterprcte duns leA 

n.mlin,ncu.'<, 1'EneHqne clit qu'on ne luy pounnit pns rcfnser le Hoy de 

Rimn lny 1tya.nt donne le snin de toutc:;; lefl affair·es de l'amba.sRarle. 
DttnR Rn. premiere n.udi!tnc:e, apre,c; o.uoil' :fait Ron compliment nu 

Hoy, qno led'. 'S.r Com;t:tnee expli<JlUt en Siamois, I.e H.oy lny dcnmn<.la 
un que! estttt jl auoit ln.iRse lc Roy et toutt~ lt1 mtl.i.son Hoyale, et :-d 
,ch l\fnY' n'auoit point bit de con<[ntlste:-~ depui8 quelque temp.;, 

Il dit ttno Sn. Ma.te n'n.noit f1tit qne eulle de Lnxemhomg ut ttn'Elle 

nuoit ohlig<i. tonto l'l~m·opu it luy dclllnucler la prtix_ qu'Elle lour mwit. 
ttccorde t1l11 teHtu de HuH n.l'IIH\es (8r0

). Illny pnl'ltt unsnitc des Amh~•s­
Hl1dem·R cp(j l auoit ennoye et qui s'estoient pel'llns, Hnl'q uoy lny 

Chnumont reHpondit. que cctte pertc 11110it este sensible t.t Stt Ma.t'' 

et r11w sm· le hr11it qui fuuoit comu que c'estoi t le:-; holhndois <1ni leH 
anoient bit perir, Sa 1\fn.. tu anoit donne ordro tt son Ambassadem: en 

hollande de ftLll'C de grandes perqnisitions pom voir :-~'ii en deeonuriroit 

quelque choFle. 

Il demancht Ri Sa. JYia.M s'estoit. It1it fttil'e miHon sm· l't1.tl:ttil'e de 

Bantam, et jl respondit qu'jl ne cloutoit pas quo Sa lYla.t'\ n'en oust 

toute 1a st1tisfnction q(Il en auoit demu.ndee et qu'jl estoit party 

.. 
• • 

• 
• 
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dans le temps gn'on p11doit <1u cuttu !tlftdro. Lu Hoy <lu Flinn! lny 
parut £\ll·t jrrite contre los lwlhwclois en He rotirant. 

Le s.r Constance levint trounur Je soir (lui lny (lit que le R.oy 
e~toit fort s11tisfn.it cle cette premiere mHlinnce. Il lny lit co11noistre 
ensuite que los holbndoiR lem tenoient fort iL coom tot qn'ils vonloiont 
prendre quelques rne:mres 11uec 811 Majeste sur cu snjut. 

(3v0
). Luy do Clmumont no responclit.l'ien ln. dessns que des hon­

nestetell et led'. s.r Consta.nce luy dit quo le Hoy luy donnel'oit 
andiance particuliere deux jonrs 11pres. 

Il y alla, et apres auoir sali.i.e le Hoy et H'estre nARis jl ln.{ deuntmln, 
comment il so portoit et tout son moncle, apres Yn si gmncl voy~1ge, 

Illny clit ensuite qu'jl syauoit que les holln.ndois luy vonloiont J'nirc 
la gnerre, et qu'jl 11uoit rema.rque que la gmnde n.mitie et jntolligoncu 

qn'jl vouloit l1llOit· anec Stt 1\l[n.t'' 1om clonneroit do ln. jn.'imlRie, et qu'jl 
ne cloutoit point qu'ils ne fissent ce qu'ils pourroient pour empescher 
le commerce de l11 comp11gnie de Frn.nce clans son Hoynnme. 

Il luy respondit gu'il ne doutoit point que qni1lul los holbndoiH 
s9n.uroient cotte grnnclo nmitie entre los deux Hoys quo cola ne los 

fist tenir dnns le respect qu'ils deuoient a Sn lVIa. til Slll'f5[HOJ le Roy 
de Sia,m lny dit que los hollandois cstoient adroits, llu'ils feroient 

tonteH choscR pour tntuersee le commerce de h1 coutp.0 qu'il falloit 

prendre des JlteRm'es pour los en emposclwr et llue ln comp. 0 jusqu'a 
p(resn)nt anoit bm1ucoup neglige le commerce dt11lR son ~toymuno. 

( 4r0
), Il luy dit que ceb 11lloit premlre vn autre chemin, ]a com­

pagnie fLJl1nt bcancoup plus de fonds lln'elle n'ttuoit autresfois, ut Stt 
lVIf1.t•~ estant dans ht resolution de ht pl'Otegm.· fortement. 

Le Roy de Siam luy clit encore, que c'estoit chtn8'1os commencemens 
qu'il fttlloit t1pporter plus de precautions contre les holla,ndois, h quoy 

jl respondit CJlle Sn 1\fa.te prendroit des mesures Ri jnstes pour toutes 
choRCfl que lefl hollnnclois n'oseroient rien entrepnmdre, et qnils se 
l'eRsonuenoient des g,uerres t)u'ils anoient eft 11uoc leRoy, dnns leRqnel­

les ilR auoient oste si bien chastio11 qu'ils ny retonrneroient de long­
temps. 

Illuy dmnancltL s'iln'n.uoit rien 11 luy dire, et illny resp011~it qu'il 

n'anoit oRte ennoye que pour luy tesmoigner qno sn Ma.te souhaitoit 
11nec ompressement qu'jl voulnRt se f11ire jnstruire chtns ln. Religion 
chrestiennc. 

Le Hoy ~e retirn, ot lo s.r Constn,nce 1\;stn.nt venn trouuer Io lende-

,. ,. 
,. 
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nmin lny 1mrltt fcwt deA hollancloiA et lny fit connoit.re (4v0
) par son 

diAemn·A qn'jl en n,uoit gmndo pour; Il lny dcma,ndn, s'jl auoit tout 

. }Jonnoir clu .Sn lVIn .. tc ct lny lllftl'f}lUL adroitem.t que leRoy de Si11m se­

roit bimt aiRn clu fn.i1·o vno ligne otf'onRine et cleffensiuc contre los 
ho l!mtdo iR. 

Lny Chn,mnont lny tlit qn'jl no doutoit p11s que Stt lVb.t': ne fist 
hettneoup rlu choseH ponr le Roy de Simn, rmtis qn'jl n'estoit pas vcnu 
ponr Jn, gnene, et <Jn'jl n'11Uoit ordro <llle de tesmoignm· au Hoy l'cn­

nie qne ~ lV[a. te n.uoit qu'il RC iist chrcsticn. 

Lny ayn,nt clenmmlt\ ReR hom; offices pour celn., jl lny dit qu'il y 

n.nr~it l>ien c1eR mosnreR a prenc1re lit dcRRUR et que qnand le Hoy RC­

l'Oit en eRtn.t cle RO faire eheRticn, c1n'il no s9anoit paR H'jllny conseil­

leroit du lc frtire, von <[Ull cnb ponrroit canRcr uno grande rcnolte 

cln.ns Ron l{oymune, Le Hoy n.yant vn frerc qui ne cherehoit qne 
qnelque oecn.Rion pour cola. 

QnelqneH jom'H 11p1·es lc B.oy lny donnn. encore aucliance et luy 
r1Cll1(111C1a R'jJ fi,Uoit qncJque ChORC a luy dire Rlll' Je (5r0 ) COlnlllCl'CO, 

Rnrquoy .il luy reRpomht qne comme c'cRtoit vne choRe qui cleman­

doit Vl1 pe11 ~le temps a R'expliqnel', R:jl VOUloit l10Hllll0l' quelqn'vn de 
Rus MiniRtre.'l, jl en confm:eroit auec eux 

Lu Hoy nomma le ~:,t' ConRtancc, et sur ce qu'il luy dit qu'il feroit 

vn Momoirc cleR poindR do la R.cligion ct du commet·ce jllnyclit f[1l'il 

y l'eRponflmit, et qn'jl ccmnoisHoit bien rjlw l'amitie de Sa Mt~jeRte 

n'estoit point. jntm·cRRec. 

A son ret.om rt son logiH jl fi\; le lVfemoiJ'C qui suit qui nc parle 

pt·usqno quu de Huligiou, et vn mot <lu commotce, pont faire connoistre 

qu'j I n'auoit eRtO mmoye que pom· le seul Rnjet de b Re11gion. 

l\1EMOTRE de M. lc Chlicl' de Chn.umont 

au Roy de Siam. 

Il luy cxposu que Sa MaY' jnfonnee de ses grandeR qun.litc.r, l'a 
cnnoye ponr luy dcnmncler Ron amitie et luy otfrir la sienne ct pour 

fait·c entre leR deux cotnonnes vnc alliance que l'esloignement ne 

soit jttnw .. is capttble d'n.ltere1· ( 5v0
). Qne com me los lVIinistreR de son 

Roy:111me ont prie les Ministres de fntnce, par los Lettres qu'ils leur 

out ORcrites t1e leur suggerer le':l moyens de rendre cette vnion si forme 

qn'ellc pnisRe p:tsRcr jnr-\Cru'aux sncce::;sems dt~R denx lloys, Rtt lVfajeste 

[1; en'l lJ1lll le lien le pl~s solido eRtoit celny d'vne mcRme Heligion, 

.. 
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qu'jl 11 eRtC:} ennoye ponr lo prier de vonioil' hi10n pn·!Hll't) <~o moym1, 

et qu~ dttns cettc veUe Sa MnY' lny iL CO!Illlutntlt~ <l<~ lny offril' t.outrm 

ses forces de bene et de mer, troupes ot \'ttiRH." ot goHel'!tlmnunt tout 
ce qni pent conueni1: h Sit gloiro ob ttn bien goneml do son Hoyaumo. 

(~ue Stt 1\b.te &em t1URSY diHpOfHfle <le son C:<mtt~. s'jl tLeeepto co rml'ty, 

t~ pt·enclre tons loR autres moyen::; cp1'jljngem luH plus prolll'eR, pour 
l'cnclre etemelle l't1mitie <JU'jlR sont prestR de contmetm· enRl;mhle. 

Et que quoyque Sa lVh.te ne lny n,yt parle quo cle cetto Reule choRe, 

Elle lny a cependant f:!tit recommunder prtr Res lHiniRt1·eR <}r~ rendre 
tonto so1·te de bons offices a Ia eour de Sinm, a (Ch·0

) la eonq1ttgnie rle 

France. 

Il donna ce lV[emoire au s.r Constance pour k preRcntel' !tU Hoy, et 
deux jonrs apres jl le vint trouner vn pen cmbnrrrtRRe, en lny diRant 
que co qu';jl demancloit par co M:emoire touelmnt ht~;Religion, ue 

feroit pns l'effeet qn'jl croyoit, ayt1nt eu vne grande conuersntion aucc 
le Hoy sm ce s1~jet clans laquelle luy ayant dit <J1(jlluy nuoit deguise 
;iusqu'alors le sujet qui auoit amene luy Olu1Umont, (}lli eRtoit celuy 
de ln Heligion, cela auoit RUrpris le Hoy de Sinm, en disant le Hoy de 
Fe!tnce me vent clone f:~til'c chreRtien. c'nst vne g·mncl~ rtftidrc de 

quitter vne Heligion qui est clepuis tu,nt d'mmees clanR nostro m!tison 
Hoyale, et si ce Dien qui a cree tout le mondo ens(; nmlu, on oust 
este tons cl'vne mesme Heligion. 

Ce Hoy luy dit ensuite qu'jl voyoit bien que ce qnc Rtt MaY' lny 
proposoit n'estoit crue par mnitie, qu'jl songoroit :\ cette gmncl affn,ire 
et qu'jl feroit response nu Memoire. 

Luy Chaumont fut extremement Rnrpris lorR que led'. EV Cou­
stmwe, luy auoU!t que c'estoit ]a premiere fois <tn'ji mwit ( ()v 0

) parle 

ttu Hoy du sujet qui l'n,uoit amene, et quo dans touteR leR audianceK 

ou jl auoit touRjours parle de Heligion, jl ne l'anoit paR explique, 
parce qu'il croyoit absolument que les chases n'estoient pas en estnt 
de les faire connoitre !LU Hoy. 

Luy Chaumont fut extremement mecontont de co disCOUl'R et !tpres 
luy en auoir tesmoigne Ra surprise, led'. S' Conshtnce luy remit ln 
response du Hoy de Siam, !LU 1\iemoire qu'jlluy luy (sic) auoit donne, 

et luy dit he!tucoup de raisons, en voulant luy f:aire entendre qu'il 
falloit fnire en sorte de conncrtir des l.VI!tncl!trins ct .beaucoup de 

S~11mois, et que c'estoit par la qu'il f!tlloit commencer, qu'il s9at10it 

hJCn que coli\ ne seroit pas desagreablo au ~oy de Siam, et qno 

.. ... 
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1.\0muw j I :1y1noit forb l'EncRqnc, jl no lny rcfnseroit pn,R deR pouuoirR 
:ulnn.nt:tgenx pom· ht Heligion. 

II n'tt pu perwtt'er ln. raison quo led'. s.r Constttnco a ett, de l1(LUOir 
p:tH pn.rle dt\ Itt Religion, Ri ce n'est quo luy Chn.umont 11uoit dant.res 
choRes l1 propoAE\l' n.n Hoy, et qn'iln'n.noit jnsiRte sm· cc Rl~jot, que pom 
eprouucn· co Roy. 

(71-0
) HEPONRE fa ito :en l\{mnnire eln s.r Chlior cln Chaumont. 

Ln Ito.\ elL•. Simn rcmercie S:1 M:t.M de b grn.ndo rdfection qu'Elle it 
pour luy. 

I,l tosmoignc du dopbiRir que le moyen quo S11 Mn.Y' propo.'le pom 
C\Rtn.bli1· n jmnn.is cotto amitie Roy(Lle qu'il clmlirc trmt, soit ~tussy 
clifficile a mcttl·H t't. execution comme lc clumgemcnt d'vno Ueligion 
pt·ofesHee pmiClant deux mille deux ceus vingt neu£ ans, sans mwune 
jntel'lllission, et ainsy j)JaiSRO a jnger si Vll tel changement est fncile. 

II dit HUl' eela erne le veritnble Dien qui a crec toutcs chases 
ponnoit bien, s'Il eust vonlu, ne faire qu'vne mcRme Heligion, mais <)llO 
eomnw jl tl. dinersifie tons los onmages de Itt nature, jl a voulu .l'aire 
la mesmo cl~osc dans les matieres de la H.eligion qne ncantmoins jl 
s'n.hrmclonne tt 111 Divine prouidence afin qn'Ellc ordonne a son plaisir 
de Aft ponwnne et de tout son Hoyaume. 

Assenre eepemlant Stt M11.t6 de lrt fermete et do l'jmmutahilite (7vo) 

1lo son affect.ion, et pour snppleer n.n moyen ey clesRUil qu'jl ne prencl 
p11s encore, jl a."l.'lenre que tant qn'jl viura, rien no sera cn.pahle cl'(Llt­

m·er on rl'empesohcr h correspondance qu'jl deHire n,noir, ct qu'jl .l'era 

en AOI'te que HeR Anccessem·s ny manqueront pt1R ans.~y,. Et pour mon­

trer tt Rt1 lVlttjcste,""l'jnfaillibilite de ses paroleR, en cas que ses suc­

cer-;scm·s manqnent a accomplir son desir, II donne l)otmoir et droit a 

Sa 1\1a.M de les tra.itter et ses Roya.umcs comme cnncmis et meRme de 
prendre poRscssion de sa com·onne. 

Il dit qn'il sem tousjoms l)l'CRt de fu.ire vn 'l'mite qui oblige BOFJ 
RUCCCSSeUl'S desniure ReS ;intentions a cet egal'C1. 

Il accordera a 1a compagnie cle France tons los aduantages quc'lle 

pourra ru.isonnahlement esperer. 

Cettc reHponsc ayant este remise a luy Chaumont, jl a.Jla huit jonrs 

(!,pres trouner le Roy !lUi Ofltoit [1, Louno, ou led' s.r Constance lny fit 

confi.dence d'vne conuersation qu'jl ttnoit eft u.uec le Roy sur le sujet 

de la Religion, cln.ns lu.41uelle illauoit trouue plus traitable qu'il nauoit 

.... 
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creu co qui lny fn,isoit.· (Sr") croire qn'i] y anoit 1\ tlETJUL'l'L', mais qn'i] 

falloit n,ttendre tout de Dien, et clu tmnps. 
Il Je l:euint voir peu de jonrs u,pres ot jl lny dit. qne l<)R ehoses 

ttlloient fort bien, II prit co tempe; pour lny donner vn l\1 emoiro deH 

demandes qn'il £n,isoit m1 ]loy de Simn, nn cmjet do l'Enosqnu ut cles 

missionnaires, et il a eRte twconle ce <tni snit. 

PRIUILEGES accord ell anx l\1issionnnires rtpoRtol iqneR pnr le Roy 

de Siam, dant toute l'estemltie (le ::;on Hoyamne. 

1°. Le Roy de Rit1m fern, pnblier cln,Jlfl tontes los vill~ de son 

B.oyaume qne leA missionnaireR apoRtoliquos pennent preRcher la Loy 

ehresticnne dans tontes lesd'. villes et los peuples los entendre chacnn 

Rnimtnt son jnclination snns quo les Oounernonrs on antt'UR officierR 
puissent les en empescher, en quelqne mn,niere quo ce o;~oit, tt concli­

tion qne lesd'. mi:omionn.res proscheront Ia Loy do Dien, srtnR im;intiet• 

nucune nouuennte dans le coeur clu penple, contre lo gounernem.t et 

les Loix clu pays (8V0
) sous quelqne pretexte fl11C ce soit, et en cas quo 

lesd'. missionn.res le fisRent le priniloge domeurera rml, et le misc;ionn.re 

couptoble arreste et renuoye en france, m1ns <1110 jttmr~R j l puisse 
remettre Ie pied drtns le Royanme :,;ous peine de ht vie. 

2. Le Hoy do Siam accordo que lesd' miRsionmtiros a.poRtoliqum; 

pnissent enseigner les natm:elc; de son llnyamno it ]em· volonM, on 

quel<1ue science que ce soit, et qu'ils puissent leR recenoir clm1s leurs 

cmmens, escolos et habitntions, anec les rnesmes pl'inilegec; deR !1ULt·es 

conuenR de Sinm sans que per~o(n)ne puisRe lc:,; en empescher, et que 

loscl' mi:,;c;io~mires puissent leur enseigner Ies science:,;, I~oix et antt·ec; 

estndes qui ne sont point contrair·cs an g·ouvernenfimt, et t11lX Loix 
dn B.oyanme. - , 

Et en cas qu'on decouure par h1 voye ccrtn,ine de deux tesrnoins 

qu'ils y toyont contreuenu le present priuilege clemem·er:t nul et le l\1. 8 

d'escole et le disciple seront tmite11 ainsy qu'il est mttrque dane; le 

premier article. Thbis au cas que lesd' missionnaires se consernent 

dt1ns lem priuilege, toutes les aff'airos qu'ilFJ auront seront jugees par 

vn mandarin que l'Euesque presentem et que (9r0
) le Roy nomrnertt 

pourueu qu'il soit capable de cet employ. 

3. Led'. Roy nccorcle aussy que tons ses st~ets qui de leur bonne 

vo:oute se fel·ont chrestiens joU.issent dn priuilege des eln·eRtiens et 

i:lOHmt. oxemptA leR Dinmnches et joms de feRte~ marqnez par l'EgliRe, 
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lle t()ns lus sm·nicC's llu'i\s lloinunL h lutn·il Mandttrins si ce u'eHt dauH 

nw nucuHHiU) pruRHttnt.u, Et commo .i1 fandm jngor de cotte noccssite 
pour enitm· tous diifuruW4 SUl' cu snjut, ]~e Hoy 110ll1llll)l'lt vu1Vbnclttl'in 

du son coste, ut I'ElWHl[Uu llu ::lien vnu pm·som1o d'ttnthlll'ite, et co 
l[ll'i!H reglomnt ensemhk sem pmwtnellmnent execute. 

4. Lnd'. Hoy !tc:cordu pn.roillement. l[Ue si lluelques vnR de ses 
i·Hl.it)tS chl'OHtienR, pttl' vieilleHSC on jn6rmite soit euidemment illC[L)J­

ILIJlo tlo Hct·uice, eu so prosenta,nt it vn l\la,ndarin que led'. Hoy nom­

JIWl'<~ lt C~ effet j[H pOUl'l'Ont eHtre cliHprmscz du SUl'Uice jllSllllCS a leur 
guorJHOll. 

5" Pour euiter les jnjnsticos et .les persecutions qu'on pourroit 

f<dt·e r~onx JJOUlle<LUX chrestiens, Lc Roy de Sittm twconle (Dv") qno le 

.1\Jrmclarin rlont il eHt ptwle nn second twticle so it J uge de tons lem·:,; 

procoH, et afin\leniter toute longuenr, ordonno que lo l\Jancbrin, apros 
s'ustru jnstruit de 1\vlftLire, demandem l'adnis de l'vn de:,; Jnges du Hoy 

tttmnt que de nmche vn J ugmnent, afiu r1u'on n'eu pnisHe point appel1er. 

l.,e !toy do Aiam fem publior tom; scs articles, p[Ll' tons soH 

Royttnmos, <Liin r1ue HOH peupleH connoissent llUe son jntention cHt qu'J 
leHll'. Missi:vnuaircH [Lpost.olir[l.WS jouisHcnt des ct priuilege1:1. 

1\Jl!:ii!Olltl.; presente 1\.U Ohlim· de Olmumont de la ptwt du B.oy de 

Siam. 

Le Hoy aecordom toutes les clwseR que led'. Chlier do Chaumont 

oHt cht~orge rlo clemander, pm·suado qu'il1w pt·oposem rie1u1ue le bien 

clcs deux com·omwH, et llUi puisse estru contl'e l'honnem danslectncl 

jl H'eHt tmtintcnu jnsllu'a pt·esout. 
I ... t~d'. Hoy a ct·c-Cl clouoir faire RQi1UOil' ttncl. Ch. de Clmmnont (101'0 ) 

l[U'il eourt vn bruit clt~onH toutes les Indes r1ue los hollamlois sout 

re~-JoluH do moloHter :::;es tm'l'cs, Et cornme de sa pwt ny de celle de 
HOH Ministres on n't1 donne 11ucunc occnsion aux hollandois d'en vsm· 

~~i11sy, led'. Hoy croit que lc seulmot.if qui les pont. obliger a ceht, 

est l'a{fection qu'jl a tesmoigne a h1 nation fnol190isc. 

Commo jl ,.,o vent maintenir dans l'vnion qu'il a auec Sa Majc:::;te, 

jl o'Jt embanasse sur ltL maniere dont jl cloit se compol'ter ltU cttfl que 

lc~:~ hollanclois persiRtent dans lem·s umuvaises jntentions. 

Il voit bien vn moyen facile cle s't1ccmmnocler auec les hollandois, 

maiR comme jl syait ]a ha.ine qu'ils ont couke les fmn<;ois ot contre 

cenx qui leR reyoiuent,choz eux, ,il clomm1de aud Ohlier de Oh[Lumont 

• 
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lcs tneillemK nwym1s pom ponnoit· suinre l'jncliuaLion 1mtnndle qn'jl 
a de seruir la m•tiou fmu<;oisc~. 

n llll1l'qne que 1e plus gmnd jnterer;t qn'jJ it en tont eula est 
lhonueul' des sujets de BtL Mu.te dont jl Honlmite l'angmentu,tiun par 
l'affcction qn'jl lem porte. 

Quo ~:;'jl fait fortifier ses placer:; qui r:;~:ms le secomK de lAl't ont ( 10\'0
) 

este j usques· jey j mprenables, c'o:;,t pour t1sBeurer le paKBage anx 
£mn<;oiK, et non pour deffendre son pa,ys, et r;i cela dnre jtmqn'tL la 
fin, jl los fora rase1: et jrn 11i1 llenant des hollandois, ou de seo autre:; 
ennemis tels qu'ils soieut, it la teste de ser:; ttrmoes auec so/eleplmns, 
et tonto cette gmnde pnisstmce qui lny a donne b victoire sur tons 

r 

ses ennemis, ain~>y qu'il est aniue quancl jl auoit lrL guet'l'u tLuec tom; 
ses voisim; les Hoys de Pegu, de LtLOH, de Ohaoma et de Ot1lll bogu 
qui tous estoient 11 ltL teste de ]ems troupes, et jl ne cloflte point que 
}a victoire llC Je Imine quu.nd jl ICl'lL ht' guerl'e a des liJtLl'dltLlldS qui 
luy ont ttwt d'oblig~ttion. 

HES.PONSE duel'. Oblier de Chaumont au Memoit·e. 

L'EsTA'l' florissant oujl void le Royaurne de Siam, le nolmbre presque 
jnfini do ses penples aguerris, et la grande quanti te du forwre~>ses 

qu'a led'. B,oy de Siam, l'empesehe de crolre que le~:~ hollandois soient 
assez jmprudens pour oser attnqner vn Prince qui les feroit bientost 
repentir de leur temerite. (llr0

) Oe qui le coufirme encore chns cette 
pensee est que led'. Hoy ny sos Ministrcs ne leur ont jaumis donne 
aucun sujet legitime de plainte. 

Sur ce qn'yl m·oit que l'u,nimoHite desd'. holltLndois pent vcnir dm; 
bons traitemens qu'jl a fait a Itt nation franyoi::;e, ft est curLttin que le 
seulnom de Ha :Ma.te est cttpable d'empeseher lesd'. hollaudois tle se 
declarer ses Ennemis, et jl oserait presque assem·er qu'ils se tienclront 
clans les termes de la raison, quand ils sc;auront l'nJliu,nce estroite <JUi 
est entre les deux coUl'onues, ce que luy de Oll!1mnont leur fertL 

sc;auoir en termeB 11ussi forts qu'il luy scm possible en sorte qu'ils 
ne puissent pas douter qu'atta,quer le Hoy de Siam e'est offenset· l::lfL 

Maje::;te. 
A l'Egarcl de Itt maniere clout jl se cloit eomporter en cas qu'jl soit 

oblige de faire laguerre aux holla,ndois, s'il a,uoit de13 troupes et des 
vaisseau:x jl les offriroit, et comme jl est oblige de s'en retourner, 
tout ce qu'jl pe\lt £aire, est dassemer led'. Ro7 qu'jl ne doute point 

• 
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quo 81t l\la.t<'· Ull etts ell\ gnurro ue fasse tous HOH efforts pour obliger 

HOI':\ umwJttiH :\ lu ltti1:4HU1' joUit· en paix (llv") de In gloire llu'jl s'ost 
neqniHu. 

A l'ugm·d de h\, eompttgnie fmugoise, il ny n, point de doutc quo 
Yoyttnt leH grttlHls ttdnm1tagc:-; quo led'. Hoy vent luy fnire clle ne 
s'mJtttblisHe tont Lle bon dtLUH HOn Royaume, ct n'y fasse vn grand 
eomuwree, }n·ineipttlenwnt le<l'. Hoy lny accordant Siugor. 

PRtUILEm:s twccmh:z par lc Hoy de Siam n !a Compn.gnic 
'\ I' . < ntngmse. 

:J,ud'. Hoy 11ecorde tL lttd'. Oompu.gnie }n, }Jermii'Jsiou cleHtttblir vne 
lfwturio dttns le Roymuue de Sin,m.' 

Ln,d'. eompttgnic ponrm commm·cer librcrnent danH led'. Roynume 
tmllH ptLyot' tt~cnus Jroicts cl'cntree ny de sortie en souffrant lu vi~:~ite 
}Jttl' leH utlieier:-; <leH Duiiaune~:; confonnement :1ux coustumes du 
Hoyn,umu. 

Les cou1miH Lle h1.d'. Ootupt1gnio 1w pomrout faire passer de.'l 
tnnt·chandiRes Ol:;tmngeJ·es sons le nom do h1 Compagnie, et en cas 

·qu'ih; le ftts:S'ent et que ceh Hoit pt·ouue 111 comp.e perdm lescl'. priui­

legeH ( 121.'0 ) ju~:;qu'tl. ee !1ll0 s'" MaY' ayt juge cln cas. 

Qm1.nt U, b libm·te llu eo1mnerce, cola s'entend l[Ue lad'. Compn­
gnic aum liborbe d'ttchepter et de venclt·e tuntc HOl'te de nmrcbandises 
ponruou qu'dleH ne Boiuu t point de eontrebaucle, lesqnellcs elle ue 
poun:tt aelwptur que de:-; gmues mag11Hill8 .dn Roy, ou des marehamls 
![lli le.s tturont eitm; cl'cux. 

Lacl'. Compagnie pomrtt vcmlre et ttdwpter tt s11 volonte toutes 
lu~:~ tuardmmlises,. qui Hlll'ont npportees dans le Royauuw par des 

eHtn.tngm·::;, on pttr deH natmels du pay~::~, ou qu'elle fora venir pour 

Hon compte, ut en cttK que Ju Hoy ayt besoin pour son Heruice de 

quelque VTWH deHd'. mtLt'ehtLndiHcs, Il leH pourm prendre pttr pre­
ference. 

Los Oummis de lad'. comp11gnie ne pounont achepter clesd'. nnH'­

chandisos que pour le 80ruice do lours Maistres, ct en cu.s qu'ils noL­

seruent 1ms co poinct, ct qu'au contraire ilfl se mettent en societe t11wc 

d't1utreR mat·chands lad'. comp. 0 porclm lesd'. priuilege~:> jusqn'tt ce que 

sa MaY tres chrestienne u.yt juge l'affaire. 

Led'. Roy cle Siam accorde que toutes les mar.chandises (12v0
) que 

lad'. Compagnie ch!frgem potn· son compte sur toute sortes de 

I 
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wmn·c::~ ostntngers suie11t uxmnptos do tone: <hoid.s d'unti·u6 ut <lo 

SOl'tie. 
Los Oommis de lad'. Oumpngniu no pounont clml'ger pour le 

compte d'ttutt·cs tpu; de lcms 1\'Ittistres, et un ens qn'ils so suruunt rln 

nom de lad'. Cmllpttgniu pom· faire pa::~seJ' d'antrus IIHtl'elt.""s elles 

Hlll'Ollt confis<.[UUCR. 
Lad'. Compngnie pourm ennoyor cleo; mnre!HtllLlises clans lu::~ I icnx on 

elle n'tt pns nccousturne cl'en fairu tmnHporter, et il lny sent pennis 

de hetter vn ou deux: vaisHe:tnx: ou taut q. 110 en ttm·tt beHoiivet juUim 

des priuilcges ttccorde:r. an 3.e tHticle. 
'J'ous les franc;ois qui ne sont point tHl Hcrnieo dn Hoy de Simw ou 

de ses lVIinistrcs venant ~t counnettre 'luelqno vol conko la Compttgnio 

ou entr'eux:, ou quelqu'antre mechantc action, h pun}.tion ell i:\em 

remise au C:tpitaiue franr;ois, ncttntuwinR on caR que <]Uelqn'vnc deH 
pnrtieH ne soit pi1S coutente du J ugemcnt clu Oap.no fmu(;ois ut 

clernancle justice ttux MiuistreH de Sinm, Ion sm·Hcoim le Jngeuwut 

dn Cap.118 jusqu'a ce q~w sa (13ra) Ma.te en ayt orclmme, Et on CttS 'JllU 

quelque fmn<;oiH conunette <[UCh]ue action contre <[Uelqu' .. vu dn paYs, 
qui merite punition le Onpitaine de la compn,gnie pomm allot· prendre 

place rxtl'lllY les JugcH cln Roy rle Sinm, pom· jugur lu proces con­

fonnement aux Loix du Hoyanlllu, cepemhtut il seroit plus ~1 propoH 
que sa Mtt.te nommast vn J uge bien authoriHe l)our rcudre ltt Justice 
a vn chacun, sanH que le:--; offici~rs de l11 com pngniu f:nssunt oblige;~, 
d'jntel'l'ornpre leur coumtercc ponr y nt~luer. 

Le Roy de Siam accorde tt lad'_. Compttgnic le commul'Cc de l'Estttill 

cle ,J onsalam et de SOil dependences tt I' exclusion de tonto tmtre untion, 

11UCC permission cl'y bal:ltir VIlC facturie, a condition d'en pruscntm· lc 

modele aux lVlinistros de Sinm, c1ui apres leur aprobatiou, sem sniny 

de poinct en poinct sans a,ucun changem.t et Hera lad'. comp. 8 obligee 
do porter a Jonsalam toutes les moxch.cliHes nccessn,ires t:t.tl cmnrnerce 

des habitans de ce lieu et de seH dependenceH en sorte qu'ilH ne soient• 

point obligez de reCOUl'il' a d\wtres lilO,YCilS pont subueui1• a JenrH 

necessitez, et si lad'. Compttgnie n'obserue pas ce point exactement 

lesd'. hnbit11ns pourront fttire commerce n,uec les autrcs nations sauH 
qu'ils puissont estre accusez d'aller (l3v0

) contre le prinilege nccorde. 

Lad'. Compagnie ponrn1. estttblir des fttctmies danR leR lienx dn 
Royaume de Sit:tlll qu'e11e jngem propres au com;nerce, pont·neu qu'e1lc 

,, 
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pnmne l'tt]>l'olmtioll duA 1\I.iui:-;truA dn Hoyml!uc ut qu'ullc u'en 1'tt8He 
point haKtit· snn:-; purmi:-;:-;ion. 

En ettH ![Uu quol1p1e l>u,;timent de bd', Crtmprtgnio Hst rmufrttgu :mr 

luH co::;LuH cln ltoytLmnc du SitLln, lu C:1p.ne de lt1c1'. compagnie\ pom·m 
en retiret' tout ce qui scm l)Ossible. 

LeRoy de Sin.m a.cconlc le Lion de Singot' a htd'. compagnie nuec 
touteR so:-; depundence:-; pour le fortifier et en v::;er tt ."la volonte nmmt­
moinH pom plnsieurs miSOllS, il n'cst Pfif:l a pl'opos ([UO eela ~oit pnblie 

jus1ln'a ct\que Srt :Mtt.t[: en n.yt ul'lte jnformee et ayt fttit H9.rtuoil' ReA 
jntentionH. 

Led'. Hoy tLyttnt prie luy de Chr1muont de visiter leH fm·termmes de 
Louuo, n.tin do voir ce qu'il y amoit a fn.ire, Il luy en rendit mison 
cbu:-; l'n.uclin.noe Huiuante. 

' " Jl luy dit ensuite de lltarcpwr vne plttee pout' fnire bastir vne Eglise 
pour l'I~uel'lque, et jl n'o, point ef1 d'11ndiance qu'jl ne luy ayt po,rle 

dncl'. s.r Euesque en luy tosmoignant ttuOil' vne er;time (14r0
) tonto 

pt1rticnliere pour luy et pom sa piet6. 

Co Roy luy n. marque aussy de lu. joye de ce que los JesniHtes 
eHtoient d11n~ vne grn.nde vnion anec led'. Euesque. 

Dt1Il.'l vne audiance qn'jl luy donna dans los bois ·a l11 ehasse, Illny 

dit de dim a Sa Majeste que s'il y auoit quelque formn.lite clans son 

Royaume qui ne fust pas a l'vl'lage de fmnce qu'elle n'auoit qu'a luy 
tesmoigner, qu'jl les aboliroit. 

llle chargea aussy de prier sa Ma.te de vouloir considerer le S.r 
CmJHtance, ccimmc vne porsonne qui ]a seruoit bien, et luy clit que comrne 

led'. EF Cormtance auoit beaucoup d'enuieux, qu'jl seroit peut c:-;tre 
oblige apt'CH sn. mc;;'-t de quitter le H.oyaume et de se retiret· en france. 

ll lc chargen, n.nsH,Y d'n.uoir soin de ses Ambassttdeurs, et dttns sn, 

dernierc a.udiance, jlle pl'ia de bien dire toutcs chosm; a Hl1 :Ma..te et 

qu'jl n'auoit rien do 1)lns chel' n.u rnonde que son amitie ot qu'jl lny 
tesmoigneroit la sienne dans toutes loR occ11Rions, et qu'jl prioit stt 
Majeste de luy fn.it·e sc;auoir les chases les plnH curieuses qui seroiont 
dn.ns toutes los Imles et qu'jl les feroit fo.ire n.uec pbisir. 

(14v0
) ll a fn.it present a l'Abbe de Lionne et au Pore levacher a 

chacun cl'vn crucifix cl'or en prenant conge de luy, et jl o, fait du 

gmnds honnCUl'fl a luy de Ohn.umont, ct luy a donne vn vrtse d'or 

appelle Bassette, qui est le plus gmnd honnenr que que (sic) le Roy 

n.ccorde aux plus qnttli,fiez de son Royttnme. 
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Luy de ChtHlll\Otlt r;c loiie hmmeonp do l'EtWSI[IlU qn1 est l'lwnnue 

du monrle le plus pieux 
Iln'tt rien fait dans son Am htHHttdc qu'il 1w luy ttyt eouurnmiqne 

et !LUX s.rH Abbez de Choisy et de Lionne ipti HUnt r;onL deux per­

sounes cl'vn graml merite. 

'I'ItA:\THLA'l'l0:-1 

AuooUNT ou' THE CHEV ALlEit DE CHA Ui\IONT'R PUOOEElllNGS IN StA;\1. (l) 

" De ChtLmnout, on his arrivtd 11t the Bar, sent to beg the"BiHlwp of 
Metellopolis to meet him on boa,rd, with the object of informing )1illl 
of the reactions in Sin,m to hiH Em bttssy. l::fe told both the Bishop 
uncl the Abbe de Lianne, who accmnpttniecl the Bishop, that the chief 
lllotivo of: his EmbaKsy wtts to prcvn,il 11nally upon the rKiug of Sittm 
to hceonw a Chl'ifltittn, since His lVhjer;ty lm<l lJeen informed that 
the former WMI much inclined to accept that faith, 11ncl thttt upon the 
<tppmtmncc of ttn Ambassador there wtts no doubt lmt that he would 
do so. 

Tho Bishop ::;how eel smpri::;e that the King'::; con vet·sj..Jn had been 

represented a::; such a simple matter, and explrLiuecl that it \\'11S not 
so imminent us wtts suppor;ecl, although the King witH well disposed 
towards the Christittn religion, aud gtwe constant pl'oo£ of his r;cnti­

ments by building churches for the mis::;ionaries, and by displaying 
h~K frienchlhip of them in gmntiug ttl! their request;;. He ttdded that, 
althougli the Embassy WILS cet•tttin to producu ttll oxcwlleut effect, 
important steps still remainec1 to be trtken. 

They agreed upon the procedure to be 11dopted""fol' the ::mccessrnl 
issue of the business, aml deeidecl to approach lVIr. Coustt1nt, the 

King's speeiu.l fn.vouritD, who was tt Cntholic aK well ns a good a11d 

rospccted man. 'l'hc Bi8lwp hn.ving J'emttrke!l tlmt the' personal 
interests ol' this noy;ti ftwonrite Wel.'e eontcrecl ;;o]ely Oil the illCl'ettse 
of hit~ own preKtigc, the Abbe de Lionnc, who wtLs present, suggested 

ttpproaching him ttloug these lines, ttclcling that honours Hnch t1H tt 

Knighthood in the order of St. Michael were at the disposal of the 

King of France: he even went so far t"ts to mention the " eorclon bleu." 
'l'he btter ~mggcstion evoked a certain t1monnt of opposition from de 

--·--·--· -- ·---~ .. ----- -~~-----~-- ·-·-··--------·--·---------·----·----------

(l) Wol't];; iu b,·,wkot,H h;we heen n.tldecl by the tm.nsln.tor to elncicla.te 
tile text. 

• 

• • • 
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<Jimmnont, lmt when A1Jhe dt) Liumw lwlt:tmvinet:(l hilll tbnt nmttL!I'H 
n1ig·ht be e011Hirlemhly :tdn1ne1:tl t.lwrehy, he hronght himfielf t.o aweo 

tlmt he might nmkt·. cmeh nn offet' to hilll, ;;uppo;;iug thnt he prt:mil­
l\(lupon the King ol' Simn to nrlopt tlw Chri'-ltian l'eligion. 

'!'he HtLitl l\l. de Lionnu tlwn ,snw l\T r. Oou:-;ttmt nnd Httbmittutl thu 
otfor to him. His l'DCllJ.ltion of it wrts to exclaim agn.inst the lummn· 
;;lwwn him nncl to pl'OmiHe the UHu of all the iullnenee he poHHe:-;sull 
with t.he King in order to hring the nmttm· t.o a hz1ppy enncln:-;ion, 
prote:-;tin~r tlmt relig;ions r.eaJ wrt:-: his Hole lllotive. 

A few days ln,ter, tlw Hrdd Ml'. ConHtnnt co.me t.u m~e th: Clmmnunt 

n.t l~i:-; ca,mp two leng·neH helmv Ayut'y:t :tnd had n. long eoni'clrmwu 
with him t1t which the Bi:-;lwp assistt:d. De Chrmmnnt lnnlll)d him 
with compliments and told him lw hacl deeidml, .in ,·iew of :ll'lt. Cun­
stttnt's lmow?t integrity and ol' his 11\Jztl for Ohristiftnity, to keep 

nothing :-;ecrct from him eoncm·niug the EmbttsHy. 'l'hereupon cle 
Olmmnont told him that the object of tlu! Embassy WtLH to penmade tho 

King of Si<11l1 to become a Christjttll. The Httid l\J r. Constant, like tlw 

BiHhop, Hhowed BmpriHe tlmt the nmtter eonkl ]m,·e been rupreHentull 
in Fmnee :1!"nbeing HO simple: his own iclen. wtt::l that it wa,::; prematuro, 

and tht1t ttppropriate stepH were ruquimcl to pt·epn.re the way for it. 

The Bishop then l'Ctl.d ont tho tex.t or the :ttldt'OSH which de 

Olmumont wtts to delivel' to the king. Mr. Oonstn.nt observed tlmt 
it was rathm: too insistent, tLnd suggested certa.in excisiom>. Thu 
Bishop com1~1nnicttted thi:-; to de Olutnmont, siJwe l\lr. Constant. does 

not speak 1ft·eneh, hnt de Olmnmont wa.H nnwilling to nmke u.r1y 
excision. When bmnshtting iuto 1\n-tng·JwHu tho Bi::~hop left out 

minot• pttsst~ges which he eon:-;idet·od nninlpmt;tnt. 'l'hu R11id Ilfr. 

Cou:-;tu.ut aRkcd that. he :-;lumlcl bu(l) tiH) it1tul'lm:tm· ltt tho Anrliencu;;, 
ttnd the Bishop eonRiclnt'e!l that it wonl!l he illlpoRsiblo to rel:nBe hint, 
Rinco the King· of Sin.m hall entt·n;;ted hi111 with ttll thu lm:-~inuHH of 

the BmbaHHy. 
At hiH tirst amlieuee, ttfter de Olmmnunt. lmcl pzticl hiH re:-;peets to 

the King a.nd they had been tl'fl.mdz1ted into Siame.~c l1y tlw. Htti!l 

Mr. Constt1nt, the King enquired rtfter the henlth u£ the King of"' 

.H'mnce and of :1ll the 1\oyttl :B'amily, 11skiug whether he lmtl lilade 

any l'ecent cOU!.[Uests. He was informed tlw.t the only conqnn;;t Wl1H 

1\ppears corrupt. 

" " 
'! " 'I ' .. ., 
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that or Luxcmlmrg, the which lmrl COlltpcllu<l all Etn·opu to HlW lii::; 

l\hjesty for pc!Lce, !Lncl thttt His Majesty lmtl tweorrlcd it rtt the hc!Lcl 

of his (victorious) armies. 
The Ki,ng then spoke of the AmlmHsndm·s whom lto llarl dc:-;patelwd 

mu.l who had periHherl: wlwreupon !lu Clmmttont Htntml tlmt His 
Majesty had been mneh affected by thiR loss, and that ltettring a 
rumour to the effect that the Dutch had been l'esponRiblu for it, 
he lutd im;tructed his AmbaRsaclor to Holland to mttku smtrchmg 

ew1uil'ies i~1 the hope of Lringing something to light. ~ 
'l'be King asked whethc1· His Majesty had received s~tiHfnCtiou 

for the Bant!Lm business. du Chaumont replied tlmt hu waH ccrtttin 
Hi:-; Majesty had ohtttinecl all the redress dmmtncled, tmd tlmt he sttiled 

ttt a time when the nmtter was 8ti11 under di8cnssion. 

Ou withdrttwiug, the King seemed to him to he 11~uch irritate(! 
ttgainst the Dutch. That evening Mr. Constnut ettllecl upon rle 

Chaumont and reported that the King was delightell with their fir:-;t 
nudience. He then disclosed the concern which they (the 8inmose) 

fdt about the Dutch and their desire to tttke cm·tttin concerted HtepR 

with His Majesty about the nmtter. dl) Chttmuont on l1iH pttl't con­
fined himself to polite expressions on the Bnbj ect, and rocui vecl M.r. 
Constant's promise of a private interview with the King in two 
days time. 

At the interview, de Chaumont took his Beat nJtor offering saluttt­

tion8. 'l'he King, having a:-;ked about his heldth mtcl uhout tlHLt of 

hiR suite after SO long• 11 VOVitO'O l)l'OCeecled to c1uclt1l'O hiR CGI'tainty 
<;....1 ~, n ' 

that the Dutch nteditated ftn attack on hilll; Kaying he had obHerved 
that his desire for close and friendly relations with His Majesty 

would cnuse them joalOlmy, and he was conJident tlu1t they would do 

what they could to obstruct tho tmde of the French Compttny in hiH 
dolllinions. de Chttnmont replied that he had no doubt the know­

ledge of the close ties existing between the Kings of France ttnd 

Sittm would keep them fttithfnl to the respect which they owed to 

His 1\'IajeRty. 'l'o which the King replied that the Dutch were cun­

ning; that they would do their best to thwart the COinpttny's tmcle 

and tlmt steps must he taken to prevent them. He rtclcled thttt up 

to now the Compttny )mel treated tmde in his realm with much neg­

lect. de Chaumont ftssured him that this wonlcl occur no longer 

now tlmt the Company was in posseeHion of mpre capitttl than in the 
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pnst, a,nd know of :HiH .Mt~jn.'lty's intention to tdfonl it every pro­
tection. 

'l'hu King o:f Sittnl 1-micl fnrthor tlmt it is nt the stnrt thn,t Hpecial 
precn.ntious must he brought to hom·: to whieh do Chaumont ro­
IJlied thttt HiR 1\'In.jor:;ty would Ltt ko such exact r:;tcps ns to prevent the 
Dutch from lw,:t,m·ding twy umlm-tnking, since the pnnislnnent they 
lu1d received in their Wttl'H ngttinRt him ,:vonlcl still be freRh in their 
memory. 

'rl10 J\,_ing then asked c1e Chaumont w hetlwr he had anything to 
sny to hitn. 'l'he latter replied that tho sole object of hiR misRion 
wa~ to clcchtt'e His lYia.jesty's earnei:lt cle.'lire that the King shonlll 
cmmcnt to take inRtrnction in the Ohri.'1tia1i. religion. 

'l'he King withrlrew. Next clay Mr. Constant called on de Chan­
mont n,nrl sp6'k:e at length to him on tho subject of the Dutch, by 
which he wwe evidence of hiA great, apprehension of them. He aAk­

e<l whether do Chaumont Wt1S in possession of :full powers from His 

Majesty, ttnd suggested ttchoitly that the King of Siam wonlcl wel­
come nn ofFensive n,nd defcn~ivc pttct against the Dutch. de Chan­

mont in turn Raid that although he was certain His Ma;jesty would 
do mnch for tho TGng of Siam, tho ol!icct however of his visit was 
not to prepare a war, hnt to declare to the King His Majesty's desire 
tlmt he should become a Cln:ist1tin. Mr. Constant, ·whose assistance 
in the matter wns solicited, Rt1icl that there was much to he done in 
thn,t nmtter, ttnd thnt even if the King waR re11cly to embrace ChriR­

tittnity, it wn.R doubtful whether he himself would ttdvisc him to do 

so, in view of the great uprir:;ing which might be occasioned thereby 

in tho country, siiice the King hacltt brother who was only w11iting 

for some pretext to provo ko it. 
Some days later the King granted de Chaumont another interview 

at which he 11skecl whether he had any suggestious to make concerning 

tmdc; to which de Chaumont replied that it was a rnatter which 

required a certain time to discuss it: should the King be pleased to 

appoint one of his Ministers, he would confer with him. 'l'he King 

nppointedl\'lr. Constant. de Chaumont luwing then offerocl to submit 
t1 memorandum on the points of religion ancl trade, tho King promised 

a reply, and expressed at the same time his firm conviction of the 
disinterested nature of His MajeRty's friendship. 

de Chaumont, on retuming to his quarters, clrew up the following 
" 

' ' 

, 
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memorandum, devoted :1hnost uxclnsindy to the religimm issue, with 
only :1 brief reference to krldc. H iH object WtLH to prnvu tlmt the 
religious issue was tho sole motive or Iris miHHion. 

Chevalier de Chaumont'fl Mem0l'!1nc1nm to the King ol' Siam. 

He is commissioned by His JYbjeRty, who lu1d hmml of the King's 
gre11t qualities, to crave the King's friendship and to offer him hiR 
own in return, with the object of: fanning an aJlia,JlCe between the 
two kingdoms to remain for ever nnaffected by tho distnm~o- separat­
ing them. 

Since the Siame:-:c Mi11isten; in their lettm·s to the M iniRters.. of 
Frmwe have asked for suggestions afl to the Jlu:tnner hy which this 
:1lliance could he so strongly cemented ns to 1m handed clown to the 
Hnccessm·s of these mona;·cl~s, His MrLjesty records his c~nviction that 
the Rtrongest cement i::; the bond of tt faith held by both in common. 

The motive of de Chaumont's mission is to lJeg the King to accept 
thiR bond. With it in view His Majesty has commissioned him to 

place at the disposal of the King of: Siam hiR Janel :1nd serL forces, hiR 

ttrmics ttnd ships, and everything which can minister M' the King's 
renown ttm1 to his country'fl weal. If the King ttgrees, His Majesty 

on his side will he ready to take n,ll othut· Rteps which the King 
1leemR rcc1uisite for mttkincr the frienclshij) unendirJO' into which both 

b . t"l 

Hides nre disposed to enter. 'rhis is the sole matter entrusted to 
him by HiR l\hjesty: His Majesty urged him, however, through the 
(King's) Minister to nRe !tll his influence with the SiameHe Court in 

ftwom of the Company of: France. 

This i\Iemornndum waR handed to Mr. Constant 1or presentation to 
the King. Two clays htter Mr. Constant ctdlccl on him (de Chaumont) 
appettring to be somewhat ernbttlTasscd, and st11ted tlmt the etl'cct of 
the references in the Memorandum to religion would be other tlmn 
thttt expected, since he had had tt lono· talk on the flHb]' ect with the "' . 
King, in which he had told the King that until then he had disguised 

t.he motive of de Chaumont's Embassy, which wt1S the c1nestion of the 
OhriRtinn religion. 'Chis had grmttly smpriRccl the King, who had ex­
elnimed: 

"'l'he desire of the King of France is then to make a Christian 

" of me. It iH no light matter to abandon a religion which has 
"ht:on held hy our Royal Family for centnrieH. Ftu·thermore, 

' ,. 

r r ,.. 
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" il' tho Ct·utltor had so willud it, nll nations would lmve lmd the 
" NIWW t'ldigion," 

adding, that tt:-: it. \\'tts ubviom; that Hi~:~ MU;jesty'H pl'oposal httd been 
im;pired by feelings of friendship, ho would gin: tht~ mntter hiR atten­
tion, ttncl would reply to the l\Iemomndmn. 

cln Clmumont wrtR rtnmzell Itt 1\h. ConRtant'H admi~:;sion that he had 
only then fm tho first time rovt\aled the motive of the Emhttssy to 
the King, ttndlutd 11evet· interpreted n,ny of do Chaumont's mo,ny re­

furonceR ~to religion in n,ny of the n,ndionceR owing to 11 conviction thttt 
tlw mn.ttc'l· W<1S not ~:mfficicntly lllttture to l>e broached to tho King. 
'l'hiH Httttement enused gt·e;1t ltnnoymwo to de Clmumont. lVft·. Oon­
Htnilt ~:~how(){l hiR HUl'pl'iRe ther·e1tt, and proceeded to ho,nd him the 
King of Simn'H nwnver to his l\{emm·andnm, and produced ma,ny 

!trgnments h;:r which he hoped to convince him that bhe iine to be 
ntlnpt.ed wttR to convert some or the officittls ttnd many of the people, 
tn hegin with, n mu,tter which he knew would meet with no dis­
tLppt·ovttl from the King of Siam, who, because of: his afrection for the 
BiHhop, would not fn-il to grant the htt.ee powm'R which would he 
heneficittl for the Fttith. 

~ 

de Clmnmont fttiled' to nnderRtand the reason why the Sfl,icl Mr. 
Cmmtnnt should not have spoken about the Christian religion nnlesH 
it WttH thn,t he, de Chaumont, had other proposal,~ to make to the King, 
nntl thttt hiR motive fm· insisting at all on the subject (of religion) 
was silnply to test the King'R n,ttitucle towanlR it. 

~{eply given to de Olutumont's M GliiOranclnni. 

The King of Si1111l thank~; HiH Mt\jesty for the grettt friend.liuess l11.i 
haH shown towards him, ttnd regl'ets that the rnethod choReu by Hi~; 
l\11~jesty for l)erpetuating the mutual friendship of their countries in 

tweorcl1.1nec with his own ttrdent desire Rhould he ~;o difficult to npply, 
to wit, tlw clmnge of a H.eligion, which htts been pmctised without 

tL break for 2229 yearR; and he calls the world to witnc.'ls whether 

such 11 change would be easy. 
:JTmthermm·e, the King :mbmits thttt tho true Clod, the et"Ctutm· of · 

nJl thin~, had he wishod it, could have created hut tt :-;ingle Religion. 

Y ct he showed his preference for diversity in matters of religion, as 
in all the works of nature. Nevertheless, the King phLces himself in 

the hands of the divine Providence to dispose of his person fLllcl king­

dom as seems best to It. 
~ 
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Meanwhile, the King assures His l\f.ttjeHty of t.he finn :111d Ull· 

changing nature or his hiewlship; and in place of the method 
11bove-mentioned, which he en.nnot yet adopt, he decln.1Wl tlmt nothing 
can ehango or impede during his life-time the relations so mndt 
desired; also, that he will take steps to ensure tlw.t his sncccssm·s 
observe them after his death. As proof of the sincerity of his 
professions, the King empowers His Mnj esty to treat his successor~ 
and their dominions aR his enemies if they neglect to carry out his 
·wishes, and even to take posRession.of his throne. , 

'rhe King states his readiness at any time to sign a treU.ty under 
which his successors will be obliged to cmry out his wiRhes in ~his 
matter. 

The King will grant the French Company all the facilities which it 
cn.n in reason expect. 

Eight days after this reply had been communicated to him, de 
Chaumont waited upon the King who was at Louvo. (l) Mr. Constant 
there confided to him the substance of a talk he had hacl with the 
King on the subject of religion, in which he had found the King more 
reasona,ble tha,n he had expected: this led him to believe that there 
were grounds for hope, but that they must be prepared in all 
matters to wait upon God's own good time. Mr. Constn.nt came 
back to see de Chaumont a few days later, and reported that all was 
going famously. He chose thn.t occasion to hand to cle Chaumont n. 
memorandum of the requests he was submitting to the King on the 
subject of the Bisho1) and l\'!issionaries. 'l'he following 0 iR what haR 
been gmnted. 

Privileges granted to the Apostolic l\1isRionari;,q by the King 
of Siam throughout the length and breadth of his realm, 

1. The King of Siam will have a proclamation posted in every 
.city of his reitlm authorising both the Apostolic Missionaries to 
pren.ch the Christian religion therein, also the people to nse their own 

discretion in giving ear to them, wit.h complete freedom from any 
possible interference from Governors or other officials, provided that 
the said Missionaries, in preaching the Divine Faith, shall not under 
n.ny pretext whatsoever instill into the heart of the people any new 
notions directed agn.inst the Government and Laws or the land. In 
----~------------·-- -·-- ---- ··--··-·-·-·------,·------------~-

(l) i.e. Loplmri. 
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tlto event of 1mch nction hy tho M isRionttrieR, the privilege will lttpHo, 
ttnd the Missiow1ry rel:lpomlible will he nrrcstecl and sent back to 
li'mnce ttnd forbidden to ~:~ot foot t>gnin in the Kingdom under p11in 
or lloath. 

2. ~l'he King of Si11m permits the Apostolic Missionttries to 
iTmtruct any of his na.turnJ-hol'n suqjccts in any o£ the sciences, and 
to receive them into any of their mom1steries, RchoolR, 11nd dwellings 
with similar privilegell to those enjoyed in the other monaRtel'ies of 
Sinm,n,ncl without constmint from nnyone. 'l'he sai.cl ;\'li:.;sionaries are 
t1llowc~c1 to teach science, bw, and any other subjects th11t are com­
pu,tiblo ·with. the Govemment and L11ws of the l'ettlm. Should a 
viol~tion of this privilege he proved by two undisputed witnesBes to 
have occurred, the privilege will lapse, nncl the schoolmn,ster and his 
pupil will be 1\ubjectecl to the penalties prescribed in the first torticle. 
Provided however that the sn,icl Missionaries do not exceed the terms 
of theit· privilege, t1ll the cn,seR to which they are parties shall be 

tried by an Officit11 ·whom the Bishop Bhi1ll nominn,te, and the King 

will appoint, provided he iB competent to perform these clutieR. 
3. 'l'he st1i.d King 11lso gmnts to any of his subjects who 11dopt 

Cln·istianity of their own free will tlmt they shall e11joy the privil­
eges conceded to the Clll'istians, and be exempt on Sundays and 
Ji'eastR of the Church, except in an emergency, from all obligations 

to their o f11cit1l hen,dmen (l), and Rince there mu~:~t be 11 Court with j mis­

diction to decide upon the plea of: emerg·ency, in order to avoid 11ll 
disputeR on i¥e subject an official shall be nominated by the Kh1g, 

and a responsible person by tbe Bishop, 11nd their joint decisions 
shall be carried ovJ.; to the full. 

4. 'rhc said King likewise grants that any of his Christian sul~iects 

who are indispntttbly incn,pacitated for public service by age or 

infirmity shall be permitted to obtu,in exemption from such service 

until healed by making application to an Official t1ppointecl for thi.'l • 

pui'pose by the King. 
5. To protect Christian converts from any injustice or persecution 

to which they might be liable, the King o£ Siam allows tlmt the 

Offtcial mentioned in the second article shall be judge in all their 
litigation. Furthermore, in order to twoicl delay, he decrees that the 
-----·-~-~-

(1) The French "lem·s Mn,nchtl'ins" denotes what wa.s called.by La Loubere 
~< chefs de bnnde. " 
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Officitd u.fter Htudying the caBo Blw.Jl apply for ttn opinion to OJH.' ol' 
tho King's judges before giYing judgment, to tho end thnt there h~ 

no itppeu.l against i.t. 
'rho King of Siam wi.ll lutyc theHe ttrticleR proclai.me<l throughout 

his realm in order that his people ll111.J' know t.hat it is hiR "\l'i1l that 
the Apostolic Missimmries enjoy tlw privilegeH Ret forth abonl . 

.IHemorrtndmn submitted to Chevalim· de Chaumont on behalf o£ the 
King of Si~:uu. 

r 

'['he King will grant tLll tl111t the· said Chevalier de Clli11unont 1s 
instructed to ask for, being assured that none of his proposalR ,:will 

conflict with the intercRts of either Crown or with his own actmd 
honour. 

( 

The Raid King feels it incumbent upon him to t1pprise the Raid 
Chevalier de Chaumont of the fact that a rumom iR cmrent all ovm· 

. the Indies that the Dutch have made up their minds to attack hiR 
clominionR, ancl since no cause for such action has been given them 
oithe1· by him or his Ministers, the said King believeR that the on]y 
mot.ive which can driYe them thereto iR the atttwhment fw hn.s shown 
to the French 11ation. 

Since it iH his intention to abide by the n:mity which he ht1H ·with 
HiR l\{njesty he iR at a loss how he Rhould act in the eYent of the 
Dntch persisting in their evil deFligns. 

He iR aware, 'tis true, of an caRy method of settlipg ·with t.lH~ 

Dutch; hut aR he knowfl the hatred they bear to tho Freneh aml to 
those who entertain them, he en<}Uires of the ~id Cheva.Jier 1le 
Chaumont by what meanfl he can best follow his nntmal propensity 
of serving the French nn.tion. He points out that his greatest. inter­
est in all this affnir is for the honour of His Majesty's subjeets whoRe 

"n.ggrandisement he desires by reason of the affection he bean> them. 
I£ he fortifies his strongholds, which until now have been iin­

pregnable without the aid of defenses, it is for the purpose or 
ttssudng freedom of movement to the French, and not for that of 
protecting his country. And if the worst comes, he will level them 

to the ground, ttncl go out to meet the Dutch, ot• i111Y other of his 
enemies whosoever they may be, at the head of his armieR, with hiR 

Elephants, and with ELll thut great Might 'lhich has given h:im 

• 
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vie~ury u\·ur hil-l fous, as hnppened when he was at wttr with the 

King:-; of l'egu, of tlw Ln.oH, of Chouw,Ol a.ncl of Cambodia, n.Il of 
which were ttt the lwttcl of their troops; and he has no doubt but that 
Yictory wil1 fo11ow him when he makes war upon (a nation o.f) mer­
chn.nt:-;, who M'C so Llcoply indebted to him. 

Ohcmdior do Chn.1nnont's reply to the King'R Memomndnm. 

In view of the f-lourishing condition of Siam, which ttll cttn see, of 
the we.ll-·uigh unlimited number of its inhabitants trained for war, 
tLnd of tl1'e many Htrongholds posseRRed by the King of Sittm, de 

Clu~nmont cannot credit the Dntch with such temerity t~s to attack a 
lVIormreh who would quickly make them rue their ntslmess; ll.nd wlutt 
confirms him Htill more in this view is that neither the s11id King 

~ 

nor his MinisterH luwe ever given them genuine C!LUse of complaint. 
Concerning the King's belief thn.t the ftwonrs shown by him to the 

French nation may be the ground of the ill will felt by the Dutch, de 
Clmnmont iH convinced that the mere mention o.f His Majesty's name 
is enough to deter the Dutch from declaring themselves his enemies, 
ancl he wonll'l go BO far tts to wager tlmt the news of the intimate 

allit1nee which ex:iRtB between th() two Ct·o>vns will keep them within 
the bounds of reason,-which news de Chaumont himself will impart 

tl) them in the strongeBt terms so aH to lerwe them no room for doubt 

tlmt ttn 11i tack upon the King of: Siam iB tant11monnt to ll. clmllenge 

to His 1Vbjesty of Fmnce. 
Hegttrdi.ng the procedure to be .followed in the event of war being 

forced upon Simn by the Dutch, if de Clmumont had men and ships .. 
t1t his disposal he woulrl offer them; hut since he i~ obliged to return 

home, all that he ef1ll do is to aHsure the King of: his conviction that 

HiR lVItLjesty, in the event of war, would use every effort to compel 

the King's enemies to leave him to enjoy in peace the fl-nits of the. 

renown he has won. 
As to the French Company, there is no doubt, in view of the 

facilities the Haid King is prepared to gntnt it, th11t it will 11111ke an 
establishment in Siam for goodttnd all, and that it will trade exten­

sively therein, especin,lly now that Singor haR been gr~nted to it. by 

the King. 

(l) ·i. e. Ohiengnmi ('I~ 

· .. ~.~ 1 
ff 
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Pl'ivileges gt·anted by the King of Simn to tlw Fl'cmch Cmnp111ty. 

1. 'l'he said-King gmnts the st1irl-Compauy permission to establish 
a F::1etory in the Kingdom of Sittm. 'l'he said Compttny will htwo 
free 1·ight to trade in the saicl Kingdom with exemption from all 
duties either on imports or exports, subject however to inspection by 
Customs officials in accordance with tho usage of the country. 

2. 'l'he Company's Agents will be forbidden to ship foreign gooclR 
under the Coml)ttny's name. Should they be proved to have dono so, 
tho Company will be deprived of these privileges pencling)nclgment 

o[ the case by His lVIajesty (of France). 
3. Freedom of 'l'mde met1nR that the Company will enjoy freer]mn 

to buy and sell all manner of goods pl'Ovicled they are not "contra-
band."(l) r 

4. The Company will enjoy the right to buy tmd sell at will any 
goods imported by foreigners or by mttives of the country, or im­
ported by the Company for its own account, provided that the ICing 

has preemptive rights over any of the said goods he may need for 
his service. 

5. 'rhe Agents of tho Company mn,y purc1mse n,ny of the said 
goods, but only for tho service of their master. If they f1til to 

observe their stipulation and enter into associntion with othm· 
traders, the Company will forfeit the right to tho concessions al)ove­

mentionecl pending the judgement of His ]\lost Cln·istian Majesty 
upon the case. r 

6. 'l'he King of Siam vvill accord complete exemption from import 

and export duties to all goods which the Company,;:;arrieR in all Rorts 

of foreign bottoms for its own account. 

7. rt'he Agents of the Com1)any may not have goods for the account 
of others than their master; ~tnd should they usc the name of the 

Company for the pmpose of shipping other goods, these will be con­
fiRcated. 

8. T'he Company is authorised to introduce goods into places in 
which it is not usually accustomed to do so, and to hire as nmny 
ships-from one or two vessels upwards-as it may need ; and it 

Rhall enjoy the- privileges extended under article 3. 

(l) i. e. Goorls in whic:h the state reserved to itself the sole right to tradr 
and whi<:h, when tmded without pe1·mission, bemnno,.c:oni;mlxnlc1, 
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iJ. H mty Frenchun•n outside tho sot·vice o£ either the SittnwHc 
King or hi:,; miniRteno should lmppcn to commit some theft or other 
miHehiovou:,; action tLgu,inHt the Company m· 11gu,inst his follo·w coun­
trymen, the puniHlnnent thereof should be transfened to tlw jmis­
cliction of the Cttpta,in of tho French. Should either party disagree 
·with tho French Captu,in's verdict n,nd u,ppen,l to the Sinmcso Minister 
for justice, the decision o£ the Ft'CJJCh Cnptn,in shall be held in sus­
pense pending orders hom His l\11~jesty; n,ncl should t:ome Frenchmn,n 
commit rome a,ction deserving of punishment ngaint any na,tive of the 
country, tll.e Ci1ptain o£ the (French) Company haH the right to sit on 
the ,bench among the King's lVIagistro,tet: to o,djndico,te in accordn,nco 
with the laws of the realm. It would however be preferable i£ fJi'l 
l\hjesty would appoint a judge to dispense justice due to each ttnd 
every one, HO "tlmt the Company's servant be spared the nccet:sity of 
suspending their trade to attend thereto. 

10. 'l'he King of Siam grants to the Company the sole t·ight to the 
tin tmcle in Junkceylon and its dependencies, excluding ttll other 
nations, and permits the constrnction of tt Fttctory subject to the Bub­
mission of pl~ns thereof to the Minister for hiH approvttl, the ·which 

shall be followed in every p~trticulnt· without alteration. Fmther­
more, tho Company will Le under obligation to ship to Junkceylon 

::mch goods as are needed by the inhabitants thereof £or their trade, so 
as to save them from having recourse to othet· means for supplying their 

needs. '.l.'lw latter, failing strict complio,nce with this requirement on 
tho part of ,the OomptLny, will be authorised to trade with other 
no,tions without liabilit.y to compln,int conceming infring~ment of the 

Company's privilo~e. 
11. 'i'he Com puny will ho,ve the right to open Factories in such 

places 11s it slmll deem favourable for trade within .the Kingdom of 

Simn, provided it obtains the approval of the Si~tmese Ministers, and 

that it will have no building erected without Hanction. 

12. 'rhe Cn,})t~tin of any of the Cmuptmy's ships wrecked upon 
the Siamese coast will have the right to sa,lvage all th11t he can. 

13. 'l'he King of Siam grants the place of Singor with 11ll its de­

pendencies to the Com1Jany, ·with the right to fortify it and to make 

such use of it ns it is desired. N overtheless it is inexpedient for 

various re[Lsons tlmt this concession he mnde public before His Majes­

ty shall luwe been 1nf~l·mec1, and sho,llluwe mo,cle known his plettsure. 

" t 
... 

... ' .. 
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'l'hu l-mid Kiug (o[ 8ittm), lmviug l'Llt[lWRterl du ClmmllOllL to imr{wct 
tlw dorencoH of Louvo n.nd to Hoe wlmt Rlmll l>o dono thoroto, clu 
Clmumont made hiH t•epnrt nt the next nurlieneo. Hl:l then told him 
to iix a site for building t1 elmreh for the Bishop. 'l'here waK not 
tm Audience at which the 1\.ing did not mentio11 to him tlw said Lord 
Bishop in terms of gl'lmt regnrd both for his pet·son and fm hiR piety; 
he also expressed to him his delight that fL elmm union nxistml 
between the ,JesuitH and the srLid Bishop. 

The King granted tle Chaumont rtn Amlience ttt 11 lnmti},Jg pttrty 
in the woods <lming which he told him to inform His 1\bjesty of tlw 
fact that the htttor had ouly to ttd vi so the King of ttny Sittmese ,.cm;­
tom which conflicts with Preuch etiquette in order to obtr1in itH 
ttbolition. He nlRo commissioned de Chaumont to recommend Mr. 
Constn.nt to His Majesty as a fttithful servant, uehling (iu:t~ since lYle. 
Constant had incurred the envy of many, he might be obliged to 
lertve Siam and retire to Frnnce ,on the King's death. 

The king also commended his envoys for FraiJCe to de Chnuln<mL's 
care, 1Jegging him ttt the final Audience to tell His Mttjesty every­
thing, and that his friendship for him wrts his most pri?#Kl possession 
in the wodd, and that he would omit no opportunity of ~:~ho1Ying his 
own friend.ly feelings, and tlmt he begged His Majesty to name the 
most curious objects to be fouml in all the Indies and he would then 
gladly send then1 to him. 

Both Abbe de Lionne nnd Fathet· V achct, on t11king their lmvve, were 
presented with tt golden crucifix: de Chaumont himseH ,was tho reci­

pient of grertt honom·s including a vessel of goJd crtllecl "Bm;sette ,(l} 

which is the highest distinction the King grant.._ to the most de­
serving in his land. 

de Chaumont is very pleased with the Bishop, tlmn ·whom no more 
holy man exists in the world: nothing which occurred during the Em­
bassy has been kept secret from him or from the AhheR de Choisy and 
de Lianne, both men of high merit. 

(ll i.e. •P'rmt'ong'. 

• • • 
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O~:ir"J Ob~:~ern~tium; pom Hervi1· a l'In~:~truction <leH Envoye~(l) 

<ln Hoy verH le Hoy rle SitHH tonclumt le Cormnerce. 

lllttrine l><\H l'annoe l6'8<J. Le Hoy de Siam par lentremise de l\I. 
Simn OonHtttnce oti'rit t1n ,sr Des LtmdeH Chef du Comptoir de 

l G8 7 ln, Com pie lequul s' cstoit ttcquis nne pal'(ticuli )ere confiance 

rmpreH de luy rot du sr Constance de s'entremettre pour 
, ft1ire hat it· vue Iorteresse tt J ort don leH Hollandois uuoient 

Gste chttsses, et lny onvrir pom eet eff'et diners moyenH 
c1t1ns lesquclH iln'ostt <>nker <[HOY qnil connust l'jmportance 

de eet EtabliHHement, de quoy ayttnt donne avis t1U sr Baron 

lonl directem genuml dnm: le8 Jnde,'l Et Ja Compagnie eu 
nyn:ht este infonnec de::: 16'84, elle n'y tt eu n,ucunc at­
tention. 

Le H.oy de Siam auuit aUHi:ii lo1·s off'ert aud' DosltuuleK do 
Iairc chttrger dans scs vaii:lseaux en quelqu'endroit <1n'ilB 
allassent toubtes les marchandises qu'il vouchoit, et de fairc 
re1.00nir le prouenu en cuiure, Sttns payer ny fret ny droits. 

Tl J' !1Uoit eU HllSSi Vll projet })OUl' faire aller 11 droitme 
de france en ,Janvier vn Nauirc ttuec nne ctwga,ison de 

aoo,ooo11 moiti6 en clraps, et l'ttutre moitie en comptant que le 
]{oy prenclroit les dmps 11 20 et 25 (35va) pam cent de proffit 

sur h facture ct l'argcnt ttu prix coumnt, pour eHtre reclmrge 

u. Siam en Septembl'e do S11lpestre et le l'eHtant en Ouiure 
ot gstn,in, afHn de revenit· tt ln, fin de decernbre a, la coHto do 
Cm·oma~de1 y chargcw deH toilleH, et demem·er leste de sal­
peHtre et repa1·tir de h coste an commancem(en)t de f:eurier. 

Les Siamois sonp<;onnoient cle11 lors qne lcs Hollt1ndois 
avoient clessein de s'emparer de J3ankoc, et ilR communi­
querent leurs fOoUp<;6ns au d' DeslandeK. 

Et comme Jes Hollandois auoient dernande dans le mesmu 

temps avec empressement Jonsalam pour y :faire le com­
merce 11 l'exclusion des autres Nations le clit Deslandes 
l'empesclm et on luy donna esperance ely establir la, 

Compagnie. 
11 fit eusuite vn trtuittc pour le poiure par lequel il fut 

(l) :M.rs de Ln. Louhe~e et Oeberet. 

"' . 
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( 
accorde c1ue la tlix.0 partie on ltt 5.0 Hi ello nc HnlliHDit pitH pom;' ht 
consommation du Royamne ;;eroit pour le Hoy cle 8i1Lill Et cp10 le 
reHt1111t seroit lim·e ala Comp.ie sur lc pi<;cl clc B.1 ln, lime et delf<meeH 
ttnx Etrangers ou autres personnes d'en eulevur hm·H tln Hoyttmue. 

Le Hoy de Siam voyant qu'il sestoit passe (3Gr0
) deux ans sans 

que la Compagnie se fust mis en Etat de biro :wcun conunerce 
enuoya lo d' Deslandes 11 Itt fin de 1684 a Surnttc pour auertir dudit 
'l'raitte, ot pom prendre des mesmes sm· los ditfereutes propositions 
qui auoient este falttes. , f'i 

De sorte que qm1nd M. De Chaumont est ttrrive i1 Simn Led' s.r Des­
landes, qui paroit vn des plus habiles sujets que la compngnie ayto.ux 
Incles, ny estoit pas, et il ny est point rovenu, Et los atfaires out e::;te 

tt la disposition clvn Nomme Voret jonailler do P,uis Ht1?.1S experience 

ny ouverture pour los rtf!'o.ires de la qnalite de cellcH clout il estoit 
question. 

De sorto que le <;1' s.r De Chaumont lequel sur les diverseH sollioitn­
tions c1ui lny ont este faittes de Yiue voix et prtt' Eet·it de prendre cleH 
mosures pour la seurete clu commerce de l11 ccnnpie t1.)'ttnt,.tonjom·H re~:~­
pondu qu'il nestoit venu que pour 1ft conuersion du Hoy il n'rt point e::;te 
rtydo comme ill'rturoit pu estre dvn homllle d'experience et il a bit 
un tmitte clout los conditions sont tros crtptieuses. 

Outre quil aclit qu'on rttwit oifert Ba,nkoc H prtroit par tout co qui 
est mpporte drtns le memoire quil a fourny rt son retour en france clefl 

choses qui se sont (:36v0
) passees, que le Roy de Simn estoit d:111s vn tres 

gmnd ambams al Egrtrcl des Hollanclais, En sort que ce Prince se rcmet­
toit pom cot efi'et rt 1ft discretion du d' s.r De Oham'!'wnt. Oe sont les 
termes dont le Roy de Siam sost soruy dans le memorirtl. remis an d' 

sr do Chaumont a Louvo prtr M. Constrtnce apres y auoir esnonce los 
soup9ons contre los Hollanclois et clenmncle comment Stt Mn.te Siamoise 

am·oit a en vser en cas do Guerre, et marqurtnt precisemont quil 
n'rtuoit besoin de se8 places fortiffiees que pour assurer lo passage aux 

francois, Et qu'autrement illes foroit raser pour aller rtu douant des 
Hollttnclois. 

Cependant le d. s.r de Chnumont ne laissa prts de frtiro vn traittc 
and' Louvo le 11. decemhre avec le S.r Constance et dermis vn toutre 
ponr le poiure. 

Co tmitto comprond quelques clispo(siti)ons :p(rinciprtl)es 

• • • 
• 
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]J' Sur b thnnmHlu <hn CmllllWt'ee lihre ut du t:XulllpLion clus 

choitH. 
On u.econle l'e:-(elllptiun des druitH, et ltt liheTte rl'n.dwtur de tonl;te,'\ 

HOl'tUH du ll\l1l'elmn<1iHUH pmll'VO\l qn'e]]u;; UC ROlOllt }lOint de COllkL'· 
bt111cle, et n b clmrgt: clt; nu Ius pouuoit· :~clwtm· <Jne des gM·du m:tga­
zinH Z::~7r0 ) du Hoy Et ttl Eganl clu eellm; qui HCl'oient ttpporteeR p:11· ks 

Ett-j}ngers Et qne h Omup:tgnie :tm:t f11it V<mit· pun!' soH colllpte que 

]n, Cmnp.ie lcH poum nclwtcr et vendre a Rt1 volontG, Et Noantmoins 

<JUO Ri lo,Hoy :t bcsoin pom· ROll Rm·viee de quelqn(uR) VlWH des <lite.<.; 

lllfl.l'chandi1'1es il les pom·u. prendre ttncc touttc preference. 

IL eRt auRsy porte qu'en cas d'tLbUR p:w lef'! cmnmiR de la Omup:tgnie, 

elle pcnlm seH privilegeR, jmHJUCS :t ce que lo Hoy tres chrestien ttyt 
iuge l'affaire. 

P:w ltt disp~Jsitiun tle cet nrticlc Le Hoy de 8iau1 ne donne rien altt 

Compagnie laquelle Jememe a la cliHcretion cleR otll.ciers du Roy de 

Sil1m pom pl'enclre les mal·clw.nrh;t)R de fmnee a vil prix, et cclles tln 

Royaume et des Etmug·crR it.UHKY cher lfn'ils vondront. Los missionn­

(ai )reK ~;ont demcm·eH d'twcor<l et out donne ttuis que ht compagnie ne 

pouvoit faire,.,vn bon commerce Rons ce.s nonditions particuliercment 
par ce que quelque bonne volonte qu'uyt le Hoy de Si111n, de qn.oy on 

ne pent cloutter, on Het·oit tot0oms molcste pat· ses officicrs. 

Cest pomquoy estant a presumer tine le Roy de Siam so tronuera 

clans 1a disposition J'twcorclm· toutteB sortes de eonclitions l B7v 0
) mison­

nables et au11ntageuseH, On estimc <{UC les ennoyes doinent faire 

Instt1ncc pop,r n.uoir auec ]'exemption des droits desja ttccordc;r., la 

liberte entiet•e de vomll'e leH mat·chancliscs queUe £era appmter, sauf 11 

conuenir twec le I~oy de Siam de lny vendl'e en qualite et qnantito 

celles dont on conniendra ~vee .Sn, MtLjoRte ,SittmuiHc anx: prix et 

condibionf'l dont on demeurcrn, d ·~ecord comm'aussy de ponuoit· aclwtor 

los march(anclit~e )R dn Hoyamne de Siam et cellos l]Ui y 1-1eront 

apportees de dehon; libt·enHmt. 
Si neantmoins on ne pouuoit obtenir cette IibertO cntiere en tont 

il serait Necessaire d'jnsister ponr auoir celle d'u.cheter 1es lt1arch::m­

dises du Royaume et dn clcbm:s sans estre force de passer pat· les 

mains des officiet'B clu Roy. 
Et en tout caR leH d' envoyez soroieznt) ehat·ges de connenir an moin:-; 

du prix ttuquel le Roy de Siam prendt·oit les marclmmliHes r1e fmnee 

et de la coste, ce qn'on estime qui Re dcmoit reglcr n, 20 ct 25. pom . . 

• • 
• • 

·~ • 
• 
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cent de profHt i:nn· b ftwture pour leH Hmrchnndist~N de fn1neo selonOml 
t1na,lites que le Hoy clonneroit en oclmnge des tllfl.l'clmnrliHeR dn .Japan 

De la, Chine et des ttutl'lls EHt11ts deH In des a 8 et 10 pom· cent de 
pl'Offi.t clu prix cofttttnt NUl' les lioux t1 proportion de h1 cliHtancu (~3Hr") 
des lieux pour en faire vne avec les 20 et 25. pour cent sur les umr­
clmnclises de france, et de ce rrui scm stipule pour les nu1rclmmliseH de 
Sumtte, de Oormnandel et de Bengttlle t}UO Itt Oompttgnie fen1 ttppo~ter 

tt 10 pour %. 
A legarcl des ma,rclmnrlises clu cru dn H.oyttumc 

cstime que les enuoyez ne se doiveut pas clepartir de 
ler,; acheter des part(icnli)ers au prix courant. 

dL\ Sittlll on 
r 

Itt ·l iberte <lL~ 

Comme il paroit que les Holbnclo,iR ont b liberte de ltLire com­
merce de quelq(nes) unes des uuu·chandises de contrebn,ndc comme 
Nids doyseanx, Aquiltt cabmba et C11lin et autres, il C!il:lt uecessrtire 
clobtenir le mesme prinilege pour ]a, Oomp(agn )ic. 

Et tt l'egard de ht priuation des priuilegeR en caR d'abus par les 
commis de Itt Oompttgnie, comme elle feroit perclre touttes los mesm'eR 

'iJOur la continu11tion clu commerce ~'il fa,lloit attcnclre de fnwce lo 

Jugement clu Roy, cettc disposition cloit eRtre clutngee ep b pcinc <le 
Ia contisca,tion des nmrclmndises pour lestruellcs Les cmmnis de Ju, 

Oomp(agn)ie pouront ttuoil· preste leur llom. 

Le Hoy de Siam accorcle ptu le (88vu) troisieme u,rticlc b libcrte de 
chu,rger pom son compte toutte sorte de nmrchandiHcs exempteH de 
droits cl'entre et sortie sur les Navires Etmngen:l. 

Ptw cet article il est sous entendu t1ue nonobr,;btnt l'n;rticlc prece­

Llent ht comp pourra reseruer leR nuu·clmndiscr,; pour leH cnuoyer 
libremcnt ho1·s clu Hoyaume de Sittm, Ne1.1ntmoin>1 il CHt ueces::;aire 
de l'exprimer. 

Il est acconle par le 4. e u,rticle de pou voir enuoyer des llH1l'clmn­

Lliscs et de fretter vn on deux vaisseaux u,vec les meHmeR exemptions 
tLU 3.e art(icle ). 

IL EST NEOI~SSAlRE QUE: LES ENUOYNS S'l'!PULEN'l' LES MESi\IES EX.­

PHEHSIONS (jU'EN L'AI~'l'lOLE PREOEDEN'l', 

Le Roy de Siam propmm par le 5.0 u,rt(icle) de f!Lire nommer vn 

Juge pttr le l1oy pour les contestations qui pourroie(nt) arriuer entre 

les fmncois et pom prendre place entre leH Jugcs clu Hoyn,ume pour 

lt)R eontcRbt(Li)ons ontre lcs fmncoiR et leA Sit1JuoiR et EtrangerH. 
Le <!OJnllwrce tln l'ustain de Jmma,bm eHt accorcle'a Itt Oompr•g·nie 11 

" . . 

,. 

,. 
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l'o)lelusimt (loH 11ub.·ns Nt1t.ions 11 condition de pcn·tor (g9l'0
) 1111x lmhi­

tttnts du d(it) JoHt1lt11l et clepend(an)eeH lm.; nutrchamlises necuHsaires 11 

lum emumerco 11 peine de priuation dn prinilogu. 
Il t1 uste t·emarque depniH pen pm· la carte et los llifferens memoit·os 

(jUO ,Jonsrdmn est 11 la coste clu Nort cle Ivialuctt et nest pt1s eloigne de 
Merguy et de Tenacerim mesmcs (1ne <le Singor il y 11 vne l'iuiere 

quo rcmoHte tort prest du d(it) Jons;Llaw de Horte qn'on poul'l'oit 

,Jugel' que sil y auoit vn port au d(it) ,Jonsalam auec los mesmes 

connnoclJ't~~~ qmt Merguy, il Hero it treH ttuantttgeu x tt Ia comp(agn )ic 

11011 Aeulem( ent) pour lt1 retmitte des vaissettnx qui yroient de In 
cosae et pendant Jhivot', 'mais lllCSliHl polll' faire lc COlllll\el'CC elm; lllal'­

chandisCR du sud Rt1nH estre oblige de paHscr par lc detroit de Ia 
Sonde, ct p111'., celuy de MnJacn(l) surtout pom charger lm; poiures dont 

on dit que hb plus grande quantite serarecouillie dam; les depcmdnuces 

de Ligor qui nest qu'a 20. lieues ·de Singor. 

Oomme lc Ohoix de Jonsalam ou de Merguy depend de hb verite 

pour les plus gmncles commoditez clu commerce ct Itt RUl'ete des 

v(aisse )aux :;J los En noyes nc peuvent twoir vne connaissance eel'taine 

de Ia eommoc1ite et auantage de l'un des lieux quils doiuent dctmm­

der pom faire vn Etablissement lihre et solide a (89v0
) la coste 

du Nort, ils cloiuent enuoym· a leur arrivee a Siam des personnes 

semes et d'expedence aux d(its) lieux de Singor, Ligor, Jonsalam et 
lYiergny aflin cle se determiner pour ubtenir le phm conuenable n,vec 

le Gonveme~nent d vn deH d(its) lieux. 

Les d(its) Enuoyez cloiuent examiner en qnoy eontliHte l'ohliga(ti)on 
de foumir des !Ylarchltwdi)scs t1ux habitants de Jonsttli1m on clvn 

au(tre) lieu qui scm u.ccorde, atlin que cette clause ne puisse rendre 

illusoires les auantages lluon He promettm de cettestablissement. 

Par le 9. 0 et dernier article du tmitte de JYI. de Cluwmont Le Hoy 
de Siam n,ccorde t1 Sa, M11(jes)te le lien de Singor et ses clepenchnces 

pour so fortiifler et en vscr f1 sn volonte, ttvec b reserve de tenir h1 
chose secrette jusq(u)'ace (1ue Sa Ma(jes)te ayt fttit scauoit· sa t·e­
solution. 

Tout co qui n, e:-;te receuilly des memoit'eH de M. de Ohoisy, de ce 

(IU'i1 escrit l\1. de Mcteleopolis, et rle co rpti t1 este rn,ppm·te pm· 

(l) 'rhe wol'd~ "ct .. ,. 1\hlncn" wm•c ndclcd in the mn,rgin by n, tlifl:'m·eut lmntl. 
~ . 



" 

K w. !lti'I'OIIJNSON [n>L. XXVll 

r, 
qnuhpwH pnx(tienli)urH qui HCHtL rm·mttLH do 8imn, fc.1ieL eoHuoi:,d;ru.(li) 

l" Qnu ht Hitn;Ltion clu Singcn· eHt truH avantng<_etme)pom· m.;tru 
furtiHie nvee pen Lle Llepeneu, qn'un pmtt demeure~· a, hL Ilnde puJl(hnt 

!mit moiH en tontte selirot<',, ut t[llOll llllnt so rutit·ur pomltLnt les 
VuntH du Nort g~t ~L (40t'0

) Ligm· 'lui n'est qu'tt 20. liunoH et ou ilH 
peotenllunt L[u'il y a vn bon pm·t. 

2° Qnon pmnToit y ttttirm· touttuH leH N:1tions de ltt Chino, du 
Jttpon, l30J:n6o, T'unqnin, les ·:Mmec; etc. et fttire de lu, le eomutm·cu 

Jii>rumont cbnH lm: mcsates pnyH avec duux ou 8. vttisseaux a ~a Chine 

ot an Japo11 ot tmt(re~:~.) lieux, et avec phu; de ftwilite que Ll~ Siam. 

:3" (~no cln d(it) Singor on pourroit par la riviere fniro le C(,)ltl­

l\1 erco ttiwc los pbceH cle l11 coste cbmt ht prov iuce de Queda ou eHL 

JtiW:Hdam, et y f~tire porter le poiure et aut(reH) nmrcha,ndises sans 
f' 

estru oblige de p11sser p11r le cletl'oit de la Sonr1e ny de l\1ahtquo. 

1\!IaiH comme 8ingor est nbsolmn(ent) cletrnit ot r1u'et>ttmt Iul't 

eloigne do Sitttn, il pal'oit t[n'il connieut mieux d'twoir vne place fttit­

tc, et plns proclw. 

Les En voyez ::mns He depttrtir de Ia place de Bankoe(~) qui tt eHt.e 

promise, doiueut exttminer les ttmtntages qne lou pent tirer pour le 

emnmcrce Hoit pttl' l' EtablisHmH(ent) d vu Recluit ou d vn comptoir seu­

lt.mt(ent) aud(it) 8ingor, Eusem(hlc), le prejudice LJUe pounoit Hece­
voir la, Comp(agn)ie Ittute ely auoir vn Etablissement sur tout pour 

la fttcilite de ht reception du poime, et pour Itt cmnmodite de I' envoy, 

lesd(itH) Envoyez s'assm'Ol'ont par le tmitt6 (40v0
) qui scm fait de 

Itt concession dud(it) lien de Singor, on de l'obliga(ti)m~ du Hoy de 

Sittm clo ne lo pouuoir donner a tLUCllllO Nation"_ Etrangerc sons 

<iuelq(t.w) pretexto que ce :-mit en cas quil conuienno ere deumnder vn 

Etabli ssomont aut(re) que leclit Singor a la coste du Sud ut de 

Malaque. 

Il n'cn pttroit point d'aut(re) que Ligor de sorto que sil y o en 

utf'et vn port emnme on ]'assure, et que la plus grande partie des 

lJoiures se doiue receuillir am:: environs dnd(it) Ligor, et que cl'aillem·H 

il soit anRHi on plus commode d'cn faire le transport a la coste du 

N ort, Los Ennoyez doiuont demander Ligor et faire los dernieres 

(l) Thl) wo1·th: "fnict coiuwistt'e" n.re >tn ncldition hy n.nother baud. 
(~) 'l'he wonl "Rmlwe" h;tR been written 011 by n. RecolHl lmnd in a sp:tce 

ldt, l.>lnuk for it. 

r 
r 
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In:kt(ances) pour l'ohtenir ~wee lu priniluge du cn,lin quont les Holhtn-
cloiil ~" 1 exclusion g( o )ne( ntle ). 

Copenchmt ili le Hoy cle Siam en ttceorcbnt B11nkoc/1) ftLisoit diffi­
cnlte do donner Ligor ot rp1 aprc:-; rwoir ftLit tontes los ,Jn:-;t:LncoH 
por-,Hihles pom ohtenir am:lsi le cl\it) Ligor il Ill.\ vonloit pnr le dormer 
ttn Hoy pom en clispo:-;er a Sa V olonte et qu'il ,·onlnst MlSRi JniRsel' 

aux Hollandois lll commerce dn Calia, il pal'oit neCOilHttire ely etttblir 

vn comptoir pour la reception dn poime ot d'ohtenir tons les privi-
1 ogw; et 'exemptions N ocessaireH. 

De HOl'te que leH ditf:l Enuoyez doiuent dmnandm· (411'0
) et obtonil' 

Bttl'ikoc et Ia plttce la plus ttlmnbtgenHo ot ln, plns commo<le de b 
coste de Maht<lne an Nort ,Soit Mergny on JonHalam ou ttnt(re) sil y 
en a qnils p1~sseut ostl'El assmez deuoit eHtre plus conuenahleH. 

Et ttl 'Egn,nl de Singor et Ligen· los clitH Enuoye~: exmnineront los 
comwm1nceH et leH Necessitez du commerce pom· denmnder nn 

et~.thlissement12) en l'nne ou on l'ttutre phtce on on touteR deux et ce 

qui Hem le plus rnmntageux, on 1111 moins co <1ni sera inclispensa.blo­
m(en)t nece:-;(sni)ro pour pouuoir executor lo tmitte du poinro nuec 
beneHce. " 

Le prix conucnn pour le poiure e~:~tant 1:\Llr le pied qn'il sc vend tt 

ht coRte des lVfalayeH et paroissttnt a1mntagoux Ilreste tt oxaminur 
los ttntres condition>J en ee <lui reganle la reception, loH fmiH cln tmns­
port l\t la <luttntite <FW lo Hoy de Siam l:lO vomlnt t•eseruer Et c'eRt 
sm· ces consicler(a.ti)ons que leH cl(itR) euuoyez Hmnblont clenoir pluH 
particulicrOJ~tCnt insister p(onr) lo~; EtttblisHmn(en)tf:l~L Singor ot n l.igor. 

:Ma.is com me par le tmitte l[Ui auoit oste bit tuwc le S(ien)r DoHlamleH .. 
rln.nH lequcl ilresto encor ph1Hieurs ant(res) O<[Uiuoqncs, il y ltnoit dL\S 

eonclitions plus ttmtntagou.Hes quo clans lo tmitte qui a. este fttit pn.r l\L 
cle Chmunont 11 est necessaire que ( 41 vo) leH Envoyo11 Htipnlent uottu­

ment cellos qui sont accordees en f:!nppl'imttnt los expressions Cctp~ienKCR 
et en y suppleant par d autres qui puissent ronclre Ia condition de b 
Comp(n.gn)ie certaine. O'ES'l' A ROAVOlH. 

Que tout lc poiul'e sera venclu tt ltt Compn.gnio tl.U prix conuenu 

sans qnil puisse estrc augment<:\ sons que1<1(ne) pretext.e qne ce Hoit, 
-----------~--

(l) The word "BtLnkoc" in this pl:we :mel in the following pttmgrn.ph lms 
been written in :.L spn,ce'left blank for it by the ~a.me Hecond lmnd m: a.bove. 

(2) 'l'he words "vn et:,blissement" have been nddecl in the mn,rgin by the 
same secoml hn.nd as n.bqve. ' 
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et que le Hoy de Sittm soH ofl:'(ieie)t'H ny :-;uj<~tH n\m pom:ont venlire 
tt pcrsonne suit Simnois ou EtmngurH <jU'aproH qne 1u Comp11gnie 
sen sera fourny dans les endroits plus connemtblcs a son conunerce 
prefera blem(en)t anx aut res. 

Pourm neantmoins le Roy de Simn retenir sur le poime <lui S(~ 

sera recenilly on apporte de dehors, la dixieme ou ]a, 58 partie au plus 
pour la consormnation de Ron Etat En cas que Sa Ma(jes)te en ayt 
besoin, et s'il ne s'en etoit pa,s receuilly vne asset~ gmncle quantite pour 
rournir tt ht Compagnie ce quelle en auroit hesoiu. 

En cas qu'il y eust plus de poime que la Comp(agn)ie n'en \·oudroit 
prendre, le Roy de Siam on seR off(icie )rR pomr( ont) disposerrr du 
sm·plus comme ils auiseront bon estre apres ueantmoinR que la 
Comp(agn)ie aura (42r0

) pris a l'exclusion de tons autres, ce qu'elle 
voudra auoir. ~ 

Quoy que par leR traittez il soit porte que la Comp(agn)ie declarera · 
deux ans a l'auance la quantite de poiure a lu.quelle elle se voudra 
rednire, sil s'en receuille plus quelle n'en pourroit prendre, et 
qu'ainsy elle ne semble pas assujettie a prendre tout ce qui s'en re­
ceuillera au clela de ce dont elle aura, besoin, Neantm6ins co(mme) 

leA enuoyez peuu(ent) tomber dans l'obligation de declarer et stipuler 
Yne quantite, on estin~e quelle pent s'obliger a en pr13ndre 5 a 600 000 : 
liurcs par an et dauo.,ntage si elle vent, sn,u£ a dimirmer la rruantite 
en n,uertissant a l'avance a"ftin que les off(icie)rs du Roy de Siam 
puissent scavoir ce quilR auront a liurer ou a garder. 

Il sera necessaire que les Enuoyez exl:tminent les depb"nces pour la 
reception l'Envoy et chatgem(ent) affin de He raire accorder les 
conditions et priuileges tant pom les droits que pon"i.· les voitures En 
Rorte que ce commerce puisse estre profita(hle) 11 la Compagnie. 

L' Amende ordonnee contre eeux: qui se trouueront auoir a.chete cln 

poiure ::m prejudice (42v0
) du traitte de la Compagnie ayant este 

reglee !tn proffit du Hoy Aeulement, il y a lieu de demander que ln, 
moitie sera au proffit de la Comp(agn)ie. 

Les vaisseaux que le Roy envoye partants en feurier on pent 
bire estat qu'ils arriveront a Siam en Aoust on Sept(em)bre. 

De sorte que Sa l\'Ia(jes)te voulant les faire passer au retour a la 
coste de Coromandel il faudroit qnils partissent a la fin doctobre 
pour estre a, hd' coste a la fin de xbre affin d'y demeurer pour le 
plns tttrcljnsq(ne)au commancement de feurier.,.. 

• .. .. 
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I , 
:J~t th~.utttut quu lt" lHtnigtt(ti}m cles wtiHHonnx poul'l'oit m.;tre retttrdco 

pt~,r des :wciL1entl4 ot que b negotitttiou de Sittlll nu pourroit pttH auoir 

est6 tennince }JOm' pouuoir fttit·c ptl.rtir tontto I'EHcadre assez tclllt il 

HCmhle qnen ce ctts mmnne t1 tonttes fins on ponroit Ol'clunnor que 

deux des v(aisAe)anx Renlemont pouroi(ent) ostre cletachez pour allcr 

t1 lad(ite) coste ttus:-;i tost a, pres ltt cleeharg-e c1es marchandises, des 

presents et de:.; hmnmes. Soit pour fll.ire reuenir les 11Ut1·es vaisse11nx 

a droit.ure en fmuce en cas qu'ils n'eus~:~e(nt) pas du temps pour tdler 

tt la Cos~e do Corormtndel, on (43r0
) pour allor trouver los p(romi)ers 

sil y auoit du temps. 

Ri. .Monseigneur prend la resolution de fttire pm.·tir l1 1 a1mnce de 

Siam deux vaisseaux, les deux Enuoye?. ou l'un clenx pouront apres 

auoir acheue lom·s negotiations jusques en decem(bre) aller par terre 

a 'renacel'im ~u il;; trouueront encore Le Navire de la Comp(agn)ie l1Ui 

y cloit hinemcr pom rejoindre les Jeux vaisse11ux et faire a la coste 

ce qui conuiendroit pour le soruice, et terminer twec les off(ieie)rs du 

Roy de Golconda vn tmitte sur les hostilitez qui MU'Oi(ont) este com­

malJCees par led(it) nauire de la Comp(agn)ie. 
II paroit :.:lecel:lsaire qn'outre l'ordre de la oomp(agn)ie an S(ieu)r 

Deslandes qui eRt aprcsent a Pondiohery de s'en aller a Siam par 
'J'onttCerim de luy enuoyer vn au(tre) orclre du Hoy pour Ie mesme eft'et 

led(it) Deslandes connoissant parfaittem(ent) le pay::;, ot ayant oRto 

honore de la confiance intime du Hoy et du S(ieu)r Constance. 

l\Ionseigneur(l) est RUp])lit\ de se Ronnenir quon lny a remonstre (ruon 

ponroit laiRser vn naui.re clu Roy pend(an)t vne monsson entierc a ln, 
coRte pour y terminer les nJi'a,ires le Golcondf\, sy olleR noBtoient .pas 

tinios auant le P(1cmio)r tev(ri)er. 

(l) This lm;t pamgmph wn,s written by fl diffel'ent lmnd which reHemhles 
thn.t indicated in the m'4ies on pn,ge 233. 
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'l'ltA NSLA 'I' ION ~ 
Observations on Trade for the instruction of the King's 

Envoy:.Pl to the King of SiallL 

As long n,go ns 1682 the Kiug of Simn mMle rm off•n' 
through l\h·. Constant to M. DeslttndeH, Head or the Com­
pany's Agency, vvho had won the complete confidence both 
of the King u,nd of Constltnt. The offer was that he 
would use hiH influence to obtain the building of t1, fortresR 

nt Jore (2lfrom which place the Dutch hnd beml" expelled; 
nlso to tha.t e{fect he put certn,in facilities n.t the disp9Hal 
of Deslandes. '!'he lntter howo\'er cln.recl not engage him­
Relf therein, though well awa.re of the vnlne of (such) an 

·estab1ishment. Baron, the then Director Gen"eral in India 
was infonned by him of the matter: the Company (in 
Fmnce) was a.lso informed as early as 1684, hnt took no 
steps. 

At the same time, the King of Sin.m also proposed to 

Deslandes to load his ships bound for any ports outside 
Siam with whatever goodR lw deHired, tmd to bring back a 
cargo of copper in return free of ft•eight and clutieR. 

He n,lso had a plttn for lnttding 11 ship on an unbroken 
voyage to lmwe Fmnce in Ja.nuary with tt cargo worth 
300,000 livres, half in cloth and halr in ca.sh, which he 

wonlcl take over, t.he clotl1 ttt 20?0 to 25% abova the invoice 
price, and the Rilver at current rates. In September the 
Hhip wa.s to be reloa.clecl a,t Aynt'ia. wfbh Httlt.petre, t.he 

remaining Apace being :fi1led with copper and tin. The idea 
was tha.t this ship would be due with thiH cn,rgo on the 

Cormm111clel coast at the end of December, and t.here lot1d up 
with cotton goods, retaining the su,ltpetre as ballnst, and 
Het sail again at the begining of February. 

'l'he SimneHe a,t that time suHpectecl the Dutch of a 
design to seize B11ngkok, n.nd they confided their suspicions 

(l) 1\01. de Lfl Lonbi:n·e aml Ueberet (in the tmwgin). 

(
2
) Kreppelin, La Compagn·ie des Indes o~·ientales, Paris, 1908, p. 189, 

Kbd;e;; tlmt Deslnndes wrote to l3ftron on December 2Gth, 1682, (Arch, des 
Culouie~, U 1. 22, if 45-40). " 

• • • I" 
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to ~he Rttid Dec;lnncleR; and ttK the Dnteh lmd been pressing :for a 
monopo]y of the tmde of ,Tnnkceylon, Deslander:: pl'oventecl it and was 
encouraged in the hope of eAtttblishing the Comptmy nt that plrwe. 

He then made 1.1 tre11ty for pepper by which it w1.1s 11llowed that if one 
tenth (of the poppet• t1vailtthle) Rhoukl not suffice for the needs of the 
Kingdom, one fifth waA to he reserved for the King of Si11m, tLncl the 
remainder was to be sold to the Company at the mte of three livres 11 

pound, while foreigners and all others were forbidden to take any out 
of the I~ingdom. 

Seeing that at the expiry of two yearR the Company was still not in 
tt I\osition to do 11ny trade, the King of Siam sent Deslandes at the end 
of 1684 to Sumt to c11rry news of the treaty, and to give effect to the 
sundry proposals that had been rnade. It tlmi:l lmppened tlmt when 
M. de Chaun1'ont reached Siam, M. Deslandes, who appears to be one or 
the Company's ablest agents in the East, w11s 11bsent. He never re­
tnrnecl, and the business was left in t,he lmnds of a jeweller of PariR 

named V eret, who l:Lcked the experience and ability needed to engage 
in business o£ the kind which was then in hand. 

'rhe resul~ was that de Chaumont, when approached fl'Om different 

<rmtrters both in person and by letter, (and urged) to take steps to 
safeguard the Company's trade, invariably replied that the conversion 
of the King was the sole object of his mission,-lmving no one of 

experience behind him, as he' might well have lu1d; and he made a 
trua,ty containing some very Ct1ptiouR clauseR. 

In nc1cliti•!m to who,t he sttid, it 11ppears from all the Rtaternents 
contn,ined in the Memoir which lVI. de Chaumont sulJmitted on his 

return to l?mnce "conceming the occurrences (in Siam) tlmt the King 

of Siam \Vas much worried concerning the Dutch, and so put himself 

in the Chaumont's hands in this matter,-as witness the terms used 
hy him in the Memorandum which he Raid Mr. Constant presented 

to the said M. cle Clmurnont, 1.1t Lonvo. Ho there gave vent to his 

suBpicion of the Dutch, asking how he should proceed 11gainst them 
in time of war, making it quite cleat· that he had no need of thoRe 

strongholds except for shielding the movements of the French, and 

that but fol' that reaRon he would htwe them levelled to the ground, 
and himself go out into the open to meet the Dutch. 

Bo that tts it ma,y, lVI. de Chaumont certainly did Aign a treaty 

with .Mr. ConRt11nt on.the 11th of December, and another one later on 

• .. 
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concerning popper. 'l'lwre art: curtain lllnin elnnHuH in thiH trunty~ 
1 o Coneeming the rettuost for fruetlmu of trndu ttncl uxemption 

from duties.-Exemption fnnn dnticH i~:~ gl'antecl together with per­
mission to buy all sorts of goods provided they are not contraband 
and that they are purchaRed solely· from the King's Htorckeeper. 
Hcgarding gooclR introduced hy foreigners or hy the Company for its 
own account, the Compt•ny lms the right to bny ttnd sell them at 
will, with the provi:-;o that if the king require:-; auy of the Hl1id goods 
for his own use he shaJl have absolute right of preemption owJr them. 
It is also provided that in the event of n,ny abmm thereof by itA 
agentR, the Company will forfeit its privilegeB pending tt ru1ing·,on 
the matter by the Most ChriHtian King. 

By the termR of this ttrticle the King of Siam conceJes nothing to 
the Compn,ny, for it is Btill su~ject to the good plen,sure of the ICing's 
officials, who are entitled to t11ke goods from France at a low price, 
and (sell) local and foreign goods a.t any price at all that they may 
choose. According to the admission of the JVfisRionaries, and the infor­
mation they have supplied, the Company will never trade successfully 
under these conditions, especia.lly since it will always he ... t the mercy 
of the King's officials, no matter how well disposed he himself may 
be, as indeed he undoubtedly is. 

For this reason, since it may be anticipated that the King or Simn 
will be disposed to grant any terms that ltl'e ren,sonable and ndvttn­
tageous, it is felt that the Envoys, in addition to the exemption from 
duties already granted, should insist upon completefreedom to offer 
£or sale goods imported by them, ·with the sole proviso tlu1t RUCh 

goods and such amounts are sold as shoJI be n,gree~ upon ·with His 
Siamese Majesty at rates ttnd on termR to be fixed by agreement: 
they should also insist upon the right to buy without restriction both 
Siamese goods and those imported from n,bron,d. If however it is 
not possible to obtain this complete liberty, it will be necessary to 
insist upon freedom to buy the goods of the country, also foreign 
goods, without their passing through the ha.ncls of the King's 
officials. 

In any case, it should he incumbent upon the s11id Envoys to 
obt11in an agreement at len,st upon tho price at which the King of 

Siam will accept g·oods from France and from the Coast,(l) and it is 

(l) i. e. the Corornandel Coast of Incli:t, 

Ill 
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eHt.:llll!ttutl thn.t thiH Hhoulrl ho ltxcd at a mte 20% to 25% higher tlmn 
Llw Im·oiet\ ntlue in tho e11He of gourll:l from ]i'l'ttnco according to 
theit· tp1ttlity; tthw thn,t tho King Rhould give in exchange goods 
i'rnm Ja})111l, Chirm, and the other states in the Indies allowino· 

' b 

himHolf S% to 10% pro!it on the purchase price at those places, in 
propol'tion to the di1'1tl1nces invol vcd, and in Ruch manner that there 
1-llmll be tthw n proportion to the 20% to 25% charged on goods from 
Frtmce; ttl!(l fmthermore, an agremncnt. upon wlmt shall be Htipulated 

.for the E,"OOdi:l from Sumt, Coroma,ndel, and Bengal which the Company 
·will b1·ing' into Sittm, 

Jlegarding tlte na,tivo goods produced by Sia,m, it is held that the 
Envoys must not give way as rega.rds freedom t,o bny them fmm 
privttte individmols at the current price . ., 

Since it appet1l's tha.t tho Dutch ltl'O at liberty to tntde in certa.in 

contraband a.rticles such 11s Birdsnosts, Eaglewood, C11bmb11,0l 

Calin,(2
) a.nd others, it is imperative to obta,in the Hame privileges 

for the Compa,ny. 

AH to forfeiture of rights in the event of their a.lmse by the Com­

pany'::; a.gont:;;, since this.would involve the loss of all means to carry on 
trade pending n.rriva.l £rom Fra,nce of the King's ruling, this penalty 

Hhonld be changed to confiscation of the goods ·which the Company's 
Agent m1.1y have tmclod under cover of its name. 

According to the thh·d nrticle, the King o£ Sian1 gmnts freedom 
for the Company to load in foreign bottoms on its owi1 account all 
ma.nner o:f goods free of import a,nd export duties. This clause hn­
plies that, uotw,ithstancling the . previous a,rticle, the Company is 
t1nthorisecl to sot aside goods for free export from Siam: thi::; however 

Hhould be stated in HO many words, 

According to the fourth article, a Aimilar rigbt is conceded to des­

patch goocls(il) 1111cl to freight one or two ships with the ,<;ttme exemp­

tions (as in the 3rd Article). 'rhe Envoys must insist upon the Rame 

wording a.s in that a.rticle. 

In the :fifth('!) a.rticle, the King of Siam suggests tha.t a Judge be 

(l) O!tlnmbnc. 

(:J) Ca.lin, u. mixture of lead :1nd tin, 
(3) l ' t Imported goods- v. de 0 1aumont s :wcoun . 

(4) i. e. ttl'ticle (9) in.de Chaumont's iwcouni;, 

" 
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appointed l1y the King to deal with diHrmtel-1 tLHHmg tho French, :(ncl 

to Hit on the bench side by side with the SiaJIWHO .Jndg·eH in dir:pnteH 
between Frenchmen and Sit111WHe m· foroignerH. 

The monopoly in tin at ;Jnnkeeylon iH gmntod to the Frmwh tmb­

joct to a proviRo that the Company RnpplieH the inhalJitn,ntH of Jnnk­
eeylon and neighbourhood with tho goodH they requil'u for their 

trade, under penalty of forfeitme of tho privilegu. 
It has recently been noticed on referring to tlw nmp as woll as to 

tho reports of sundry perRons thn,t .Junkceylon iR Hitn:Ltecl on the 

COI1St north of J\Talacca, and that it iH not very far I' rom M ergny t1nd 
Tenaccrim; alRo that as at Siugm· there iR n. l'l\'Ol' whieh riseR qHit.o 
cloRe to Junkceylon, it may be iufeiTed thn,t, if Juukceylnu iH ftu·­
uished 1Yith rt lmrbonr with facilities similar to those C)_f M erguy, it 

would he most m;efnl to the Company not only in rdfonling rofnge to 

itA Rhips (in distress) and in the wintor, hut ttlso even for trade in 
gooclR from the south which would not luwe to pass through tho StntitR 

of Sunrla and tho;;e o£ Malaccn,, t1nd especially for lmtcling pepper, of 
which the largest supply, Ho it iH said, will he ronnel in the dependen­

cies of Ligor which lies hut twenty let1gneH from Singor~ 
Since the choice between Jnnkceylon and l\1ergny depends upon 

:1n exn.ct eRtimation t1R to which of the two tdfords the beRt facilitieH 

for trn.cle and protection of shipping, if tlw Envoys are nnablo to ob­
tain reliable knowledge concerning the convenience and n.clvantn.g<'-R 

of the one or of the other of the (two) places which they are to ttsk 
for as a site for a free rtnd pm·manent Aettlement on the"rwrth con,st, 

they must, on their arrival in Siam, send tried and experienced J)Ol'ROlls 

to Singor, Ligor, Junkceylon and Merguy in order to roach a decision 
with the local authorities, so tha,t they may obtain tho moRt Rnitnble 
of tho a.foresn.id sites. 

The Envoys nnlRt enquire into the pmport of tho unclm:tn,king to 

supply goods to tho inhabitttnts of Junkceylon or of the place concodecl 
in its steacl, so that this clause; may not render nugatory the benefit 
to be hoped from a Rettlement there. 

According to the ninth (l) and last article in l\1. de Chaumont's 

trettty, the King of Sittm grants Singor 1mcl its dependc;ncies to His 

Majesty for Him to erect fortifications there :md use as He desirc;s ; 

(l) Article (13) in tle OhQ.umont's Q.Cconnt. · 

• 
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lmij it spueilius tlw,t tlw matter he kept secret pe!llling- His l\lajo::~ty's 
decision. 

All tht1t ht1s ht!Oll gttthol'ed from tho memoil'H of M. de ChoiHy, 
from wlmt the Lord Bic;hop of Motel1upolis has vvritton, tmd hom re­
ports by privttto inclivichmlH who htwe retmnocl ll'Olll Siam, KhowM :--

1) That the position of Singm iK most :mited to receive fOl'tifica­
Lions at 11 i:lmall coHt; tlmt KhiJls Ct11l l'emnin in the roadR in perfect 

HfLfcty fm eight months, while clming the north-east winds they can 
retire to~Ligor which is cla.imed to bttve 11 good harbour only twenty 
leagnec; cli~tant. 

2J 'l'httt it would be possible to dru,w the1·eto u,ll the ttttdOl'H of 
Chirm, Japan, Bomeo 11ncl 'l'ungking, also the :Moors, u,n~l to tl'ade in 

hoedopl from those ::;ame ports to Chillt1 and Japan by rneu,us or two 
~ . 

or three ships with greater ease thu,n from (the city of) Siam. 
:3) That from Sing-or, Ly rncu.ns o£ tho river, it would be poHsible 

to mailltain tnttle ·with the cou,stnJ Rtu,tious iu the pl'Ovince of Kedtth 
in which Jnnkceylon lies, allll to have peppe1· ttnd other goods 
cal'l'iccl to tho:-;e plu,cus without httving tn pt1Hs through the Stmitf:l 
of S undtt and' JH ttl u,cctt. 

Without giving \\'l1Y regrmling· the citadel of: Bu.ngkok which has 
been promised, the Envoy::\ shall cone~idel' what benefits would result 
for tmde from the establishment either of n place of refuge m· simply 
of l1 CUillll10l'Cial rnctory u,t the aforesaid Singor; then 11H well, what 

prejudice t.lw ah;;ence of ttny sueh e::;tablisluneut might involve for 
the Company, particubrly in the matter o£ couvenienue for collection 

and shipment of: peppe1·. 
In the trettty which will be concluded, the Envoys are to make 

sure of obtnining tho coneession of: Singor, or· elHe an undertu,king 
from the King of Siam to r·efmin from granting it. to u,ny other 
foreign nation under ttny colour whatsoever, in caBo it appeal'S 
expedient to ttsk for some Rettlement, other than Singor aforemen­

tioned, on the south coast or on the coa.st of Mt1lncm1. 
'I'he only other one appears to be Ligor. If therefore a harbom 

really exists there,-11s we n.re given to believe,-lLt which the major 
portion of the pep1Je1· crop from the vicinity of Ligor would bo 
collected; if furthermom T~igor proves to be equally or more con-., . 

venient for the de::;pn.tch of that crop to the north coaHt, the Envoys . 

. ':!honkl apply for J~igo~·, t1ncl insist in every posHihlo way in order to 

• 
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obtnin it together with the monopoly of tho calin tmllo which ~he 
Dutch enjoy to the excluRion of all othOJ.'H. 

I£ however, while gmutiug B!tngkok, the King of Sittm puts 
forward oqjcctionH to giving Ligor, ttnd if in t~pitc of u,ll poHHible 
insistence he refuses to give the King the full URe of it, and if fur­
ther he desires to leave the calin tmcle to the Dutch, it looks ILH if 
we should lmve to open t1 tmding post there for the collection 
of peppel', obtaining from him all the privileges and exemptionH 
required. 

It follows that the Envoys are to ask for ltnd olJtu.in' Bangkok 
and the most profitu.Lle and convenient establishment on the c~ast 
north of Malacc[L, whether 1\'Ierguy, or Junkceylon, or smne othel', 
if any exists which they can be certnin will be more cmitable; nnd re­
garding Singoi· or Ligor, the EnvoyR are to study the conditions and 
requirements of trade with a view to asking for an establishment in 
one or the other or in both of them. 

Since the price agreed upon for peppm: is the price t~t which it sellH 
on the Malay coaHt and appears remuner11tive, it relllaius to Htndy the 
conditions obtaining in other matters, thn,t is with regan~ to ~:~election, 

cost of caniage and the mnount which the King of Simn willrequirc to 
be reserved for him: these are details on which the EuvoyH Rhould by 
more especi[Ll stress when considering [L settlement at Singor or Ligor. 

Since however M. Deslandes' treaty, in which there remnins a 
number of other equivocal clauses, contained some Letter terms than 

those in the treaty concluded by M. de Chaumont, the Envoys must 
insist on a clear statement of the tennR to be granted, deleting the cap­
tious cbuses and substituting others capttble of ensuring a definite sta­
tus for the Oompttny, to wit;-

That all the pepper shn,ll be sold to the Company at the price agreed 
upon, which under no circumstances whatever shall be capable of in­
crease: that neither the King of Siam nor his officials nor his subjects 
sht1ll ever sell any of it to aither natives or foreigners until the 
Company has been supplied with it in the placet~ most o,dapted for 
its trade in preference to any others. 

It shall however be permissible for the King of Siam to reserve "'"' 
for the consumption of his dominions the tenth or the fifth part of 
the popper collected or brought in from abroad, should His Majesty 
htwe neocl thereof, even though the c1uantity cpllectecl is insufficient 

• • 
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' to .~mwide tlw ~mpply l'll(]Uil'C!l by the Comptwy. In the event of 
tltm:u lKJing lllot'e pl)ppot· tlmn the Company would t11ko, tho King of 
Niam or hiH oHioittlH will be Ltt liberty to dispose of tho surplm; tts 
they think pt·oper, pl'ovided tlmt tho Company hnB iiw;t refusftl of 
ttll it lHJCdH to tho exelusion of ttl! othol'S. 

Although tho treftties l'C!{Uil'e tho Company to give notice two 

year:-; ttltend rog'!Ll·ding tho limit of its re!ruirements in pepper, in 
cn:-~e lllOl'D be collected tlmn it needs, 11ncl 11lthough the Company 
dooH not, thus ttppem· hound to take tho whole crop in excess of its 
reqniremoitts, nevertheless Hince the Envoys may find themselves 
call~cl upon to fix a g·iven limit in advance, it iR reckoned that 11 

limit of 500,000 to GOO,OOO livres may be accepted by the Company, 
or even more, if it so wishes, with the option to reduce the 11mount 
after due no'tice lms been given beforoh11nd in order to en11ble the 
King's utlicials to know what 11mount they vvill. have to rmpply and 
whttt to retain. 

The Envoys must study the costl:l of selection, carriage 11ncl ship­
ping, in order to obtain favoumble terms in the matter of duties ttncl 
conveyance, ~l{) th11t the trade may he remune1·ative to the Company. 

Tho fine levied on those who shall lutp}Jen to have bought pepper 

in contm veutiou of tho Com p11ny's treaty h11s been 11ssigned in full 
to the King. Applic11tion should be mo,cle for the Comp11ny to t11ke 
one hal£ thereof. 

Since the vessels which the King sends out sail in February, it can 
be reckoned, tha,t they will reach the city of Si11m in August or 
Scplicmber. If therefore IliA Mt~jesty deRireR tlu'1Jt on their wa,y 
home they should ea,ll in 11t the Cm·om!Lndol c011,st, they should set 

forth at the end of October so as to re11ch that co11st at the end of 

Dccel!l her, in order not to be detained there a,fter the beginning of 

February. 
Inasmuch as the voy11ge may he clelttyecl by accidents, 11lso the 

negot.i11tions in Sia.m nmy not be finished in tin\e to lmve the whole 

squadron under weigh at a sufficiently e11rly lla te, so as to meet 111l 

contingencies, orders might a,ny w11y be given tbn,t just two ships he 
detailed to proceed to th11t coast as soon 11s they ba,ve discharged the 

goods, the present,s [l,nd the men. rl'he rest of tho squadron could either 
return to Fmnce clil'ect, i I' it htts no time to put in at the Onronmndcl 

coast, m· if it h11s tim~, it could join up with the first ships there. 
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n 
II' lli~ Lortl:,;hip(l) c:houhl decide to direet that, two :-;hip:-; lu<wu SiiLn1 

ahead o£ the others, both EnvoyH, or one ol' tlw111, nftm· completing 
the negotiations not later thnn DecemLer, could tmvel overhml to 
'l'ermccrim, where he wonld :-;till iind the Oompauy'H Hhip which win­
ters ttt that plnce, nnd HO overtt1ke the two shipR on the conHt. 'l'hey 
would there attend to the l{ing's service, aucl eonelnde tt treaty wit.h 
the King of Golcondn,'R orricittls, pnttiug n.n end to tho Htt~tc of \\'at 

which was doclare!l by the Haid Oompany'H ship. 
In n,ddition to the order of the Compn,ny to lVL DcHlandes,·- who is 

at present at Ponclichcry, enjoining him to repair to (tl~o city of) 
Siam via 'l'ermcorim, it seems ner;~RS!Ll'Y to clespn.tch to him mwt,l.1or 
order to the sn,me effect from th~ king (of France) since he has a, 
perfect; knowledge of the country, and has been honom~ed with the 
close confidence o£ the King ttnd of Mr. Constant. 

His Lordship is ilnplored to recall the rtlpresentations made to 
him to the effect that one of the King'A Rhips conlcl he left for 11 

whole monsoon on the Coromttndel coast to complete the Golconda, 
business, should it uot ht1Ve been concluded before the 8th of Februn,ry . 

(l) i.e. l\'lrtrqnis de Seigneby for whose benefit these observations n.ppe<U' 
to hn.ve been drn.wn up by the Directors of the Comprmy to form the bn.siR 
of his Instructions to the Envoys. The lflst two pn.ragrrtphs huve been n.dd· 
ed by the secomllmnd which w1·ote iu "Brmkoc" tv,;i,.pe iu the originn,l. 
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