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FOUR FRENGCH STATE MANUSCRIPTS (1)

relating to Embassies between France and Siam
in the xvith century

by
. W. HurcomnsoN, M. A, Cantab.

Foruworn »

Between the years 1680 and 1688, Siam sent three separate poli-
tical missions to Frauce :—
(1) Under P'ra Pipat, an Einbassy in 1630, which was lost at sea;

(2) Under Khuin Walit and Khun P'ichit, escorted by Father Vachet
in 1684 to enquire into the fate of Pra P’ipat, and to replace him in
case of need;

(3) Under Pra Wisubt Sunt’on, an Embassy in 1686. P'ra Wisut
is commonly known as Kosa Pan,
- In reply, France sent two expeditions :—
The fivst, politimﬁl, in 1685, undéer Ambassador de Chaumont ;

) The four manuseripts presented ave as follows i—

1. Quai d'Oveny, Mémoives et Documents, Asie 11, 59 - 59v®:  Duaft
of Louis XIV’s second letter to King P'ra Navai,

%, Qual d'Orsay, Mémoives et Documents, Asie 11,70-71": P'ya
Kosw’s letter to Colbert in 1683 ; a French translation hy Bishop
Lanean.

3. Archives Nationales, Négocintions, K. 1368, No, 98: Chevalier
de Chawmont's report on his embassy to Sinm.

4. Quai d’Orsay, Mémoires et Documents, Asie 11, 35 -43: Notbes
for the use of the King’s envoys to Siam.

Bieriograrny :

a) the following are sources of MBS consulted :—

1. at the Forelgn Missions in rue dun- Bag, Pavig (M.E.): in addition
to those quoted by Launay, les Mémoires de Bénigne Vachet.
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The second, wilitary and political, in 1687, under General Desfarges
accompanied by the plenipotentiarvies, Céberet and La Loubére.

The circumstances which gave rise to these Kmbassies had their
origin much earlier in the century.

In 1657, when P'ra Narai came to the throne, the power of the
Duteh in south-eastern Asia had increased to such an cxtent as to
appear o menace to Siamese independence.

During the previous reign of Prasat Tong (1629-57), le Duteh
had profited by domestic troubles among their English vivals to im-
prove their own holdings in the Eagt, and had used force to achieve
their purpose. In 1629 they showed they could be ruthless by, the
massacre of English and Japanese at Amboyna rather than risk
losing it to them. In 1641 they captured Malacea from the Portu-
guese, thus obtaining command of the Straits. About’the same time
they succeeded in exacting compensation from Cambodia for the
murder of a Dutchman. In 1649, by a display of foree against Siam,
they improved the advantageous position they had already won in
the trade of that country.

2. .L{. Lhe ]’1()p(umuda. che Pinzza di Slmwn.u, Rome, MS% (,onta,m-
ing letbers from Tachord, ete., (Seritture riferite nei Congress).
b) Reference is made in the text to the following publications:
1. Journal du voyage de Siam en forme de lettres jumilieres, pav

M-L-D-0C (Abb¢ de Choisy), Pavis, 1685, 1770, 1830,

2. Diude historique sur les relations de lo France et du royaume de
Sigm de 1662 & 1708 . . . . . by Lucien Lunier, Versailles, 1883,
Contains references to MSS at the Ministry of Muvine and Colonies

at Paris,

8. Lewpidition de Siam wuw xvii° sidele, by Btienne Galloiy, extinct

from © Moniteur Universel ”, Aug. 1850,

Contains rveferences to MBS at the Ministry of Marvine and- Colonies
at Paris,
4. A record of velutions between Siam and Joreign countries, Bangkok,

1916.

Contains reprints of the MS8 it the India Office velating to Siam in
the xvirth century.
5. Histoire de la Mission de Siwm, 1662 - 1811, by Adrvien Ln,unuy,

Parig, 1920.
boutams extracts from the Mewoires of de Choisy and Vachet,

and rveprints of letters by de Lionue, of Phaulkon’s instiuctions

to Tachard, ete.  With references to their source as the Archives
of the Foreign Missions,

Manuscvipts ot the Foreign Missions are denoted by the letters M. E.
followed by volume and folio number. - Those at the Pr opaganda
in Rome, by the letters: Ser. Rit.

~
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In 1664, the seventh year of PPra Narai’s veign, the Duteh repented
their bullying tactics, and theveby obtained fresh concessions from
Siam.  Their conquest of the Celebes caused the King of the
Macassars to take refuge in Siam, where his presence served to remind
P'ra Narai of the power and menace of Holland.

To meet this menace, the policy of Pra Narai appears to have been
to offer a Concession in the territory of his vassals in the Peninsula
to one of the European rivals of the Duteh. This rival Power was
to be permitted to erect fortifications in the Concession and garrison
it with troops who would be ready to assist Siam in the event of
trouble with the Duteh, but was not invited to settle in puvely
Siamese territory.

An offer was fivst made o the English.  Their Ageney ab Ayutia
had been ve- openod in 1674 by threc representatives of the East
India Company, who came from Bantam in Java. The Siamese
offeved them the port of Patani, which they were to fortily as the
English in India had fortified Madras. A young Englishman, Sainuel
Potts, was sent down to the Peningula with ovders to report to the
Company upon the value of the Siamese offer. He found Patani
engaged in a local war. The parent Agency at Bantam insisted thab
the Siamese should contract to buy a fixed amount of goods each year
from the Company, and meeting with a vefusal, decided to withdraw
its interest from Siam, This decision was confirmed by u letter from
the Board of the Bast India Coy in London, in which the offer of the
Siamese was definitely refused. )

Meanwhile, Frengh Missionaries had cstablished themselves at
Ayut’ia in 1662, and eventually attracted the notice of P'ra Navai.
The result of theiv interconrse with the Court of Siam way twofold :
Pra Narai licard from them of Louis XIV and his vietories over the
Dutch in Euvope, and decided to court the friendship of France ;
while the Missionaries, assuming that Pra Narai's intevest was of a
religious nature, formed hopes of eonverting him to Christianity.

Bishop Pallu, the founder of the Mission, was a statesman and a
patriot as well as a great Ecclesiastic. Side by side with his desire
to convert the East, two other objects ave appavent in his letters,
namely a desive to obtain the interest of Irance in Siam with a

W 5th of January 1684, 'V, Record of Relations, vol. iy p. T,
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view to securing his communications by regular visits of TFrench
merchantmen to Siam, and a desive to inerease his country’s
renown, ) During the periods which intervened between his three
visits to Siam he succeded in obtaining letters from Louis XIV to
P’ra Narai containing an acknowledgement of the hospitality which
the Missionaries enjoyed in Siam, The fivat letter, (MSS. No. L), was
presented to Pra Narai in 1673, and the second in 1681, Ira
Narai's unsuccessful attempt to obtain the interest of England
oceurred during the interval between the presentation of these two
letters.

After veceiving Louis’ fivst letter, P'va Narai conceived the idea of
despatehing envoys to France. That country however was ab war
with Holland, and although victorions on land, was not able to
destroy the Dutch fleet which retained command of the sea until
the peace of Nimeguen in 1679 opened the eastern seas more effec-
tively to Irench ships, This fact accounts for P'ra Narai's delay in
sending his first Embassy to France.

The Ambassador selected to represent Siam at the French Court
was Pra Pip'at Rachamaitri, an elderly diplomat, who had already
led three Embassies to China, His companions were Luang Sri Wisan
and Khun Nak’6n Wichai, Father Gayme, the most promising of
the French younger Missionaries, accompanied the Embassy ag Inter-
proter.®  The party sailed from Ayutia on the 24th of December,
1680, in the Vautour which the French East India Company sent
from Surat to colleet them.

The voyage from Paknam to Bantam was effected in the record
time of eleven days, but the party was detaied there for eight
monthg until the arrival of the Soleil d’Orient bound for France in
August 1681, This ship watered at Mauritiug, but was not heard of
again

In 1683 news reached Siam that the Embassy was still expected
in Europe. Pra Narai thereupon ovdered the despateh of two minor
officials to France. They were to ascertain the reason of P'ra Pip’at’s
non-arrival, and in the event of his death were to ask for suggestions
from the French Court concerning the hest means of cementing the
growing friendship between the fwo countries. Father B. Vachet
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was appointed Adviser and Interpreter, but he appears to have as-
sumed the vole of lender when they reached France. )

MS No2. is Bishop Laneau’s translation of the letter from
Py Kosa, Minister of 'l‘rewn‘y to the Ivench Forveign Minister,
Colbert, the able successor of Cardinal Mazarin. Pya Kosa died
soon after Vachet's departure, and was succeeded hy Pya Sri T'am-
marab, & man of straw, who acted as the mouth-piece of the King’s
Greek favourite, Constantine Phaulkon. The latter, even before
Pya Kosa's death, had commissioned a vetiving Missionary, Father
Pascot who travelled in Vachet’s ship, to carry his vespeets to the Bast
]'ndm Goy and presents for King Charles IT, also to make purchases
for the Siamese Comrt in England.  This commission however ap-
pears Lo have boon unproductive in political results,

Colbert was dead when Vachet landed in France, and his recepbion
fell to de Seignelay, who lacked Colbert’s genins and anthority.

Lowis XTIV, after Colbert’s restraining influence was removed, no
longer permitted his Ministers to work out a policy for him; he
regarded them simply as the agents for the exeeution of his own
policy ; and that policy tended to become more and more the policy
of the Jesuits who controlled his conseience.

The Jesuits had a powerful ally in Louiy favourite, Madame do
Maintenon, whom they had converted from Protestantism. Under
her influence Louis became the tool of the Jesuits, whose policy was
to exploit the great power of France in Kurope for the henefit of the
militant and intolerant elements in the Catholic world. The revoca-
tion of the Edict of Nantes—a charter of veligious freedom in
France—and the despabeh of an Rmbassy to Siam to converb, its
King to Catholicism were gignals of the change whieh had oceurrved
in the foreign policy of France after the death of Colbert, who had
endeavoured to continue Cardinal Richelien's policy of alliance with
the liberal Powers against Spmn and the Holy Roman Empire.

A State Paper concerning Vachet’s Mission® omits an important
detail mentioned in his own Memoivs,  Vachet sbates that on his
arvival in Paris, the Court-at fivst refused to congider Pra Narai’s
suggestion that France should send envoys to Siam. Bub after
Vachet lmd been 1oce1vud l)y Pathu de Ld, Chaige, the latber became

(1) Ln,unay, M. &, III, p. 141,
) Quai d'Orsay, M, e8 D, Asie, I1, 37,
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interested in Siam on learning that Phaulkon, the King’s favourite, was
a recent Convert of the Portuguese Jesuits.  Vachet says that it was
only after this interview with de La Chaise that de Seignelay received
the Envoy : he then told them that Irance was preparing an Em-
bassy for Siam to urge its King to accept Christianity.

Both the State Paper and Vachet’s Memoirs leave no doubt con-
cerning Louis XIV’s interest in proselytising in Siam.  His intention
appears to have been to ask for P'ra Narai's conversion as the price
Siam was to pay for allinnce with Tvance.  So long as there appeared
to be any prospeet of imposing Christianity on Siam, the offer of
Singora was not even considered by Louis, .

Two men-of-war were detailed to carry the Imbassy to Siam.
Their names and those of their officers together with the personel of
the Embassy ave given by de Choisy in the delightful 4ccount of hig
Jjourney published under the title Journal du wvoyage de Siam. de
Choigy was chosen to accompany the Chevalier de Chaumont as
assistant, and was commissioned to instruct and baptise I’ra Narai
if the latter agreed to change his faith.

Vachet and the two Siamese Envoys sailed back to Siam in the
ship which carried the French Ambassador and de Choisy. The
French Navy supplied a Battleship L'Oisean of 45 guns, Her
officers weve : ‘ ‘

Captain, de Vaudricourt;

1st Mate, de Coriton;

2nd Mate, Chevalier de Forhin ;

Midshipman, de Francine,
Three naval officers of de Chawmont’s suite accompanied him in
this vessel, namely, Messrs de Grandmaison, de Tféteville, and Che-
valier du Fay. The passengers also included six Jesuit Astronomers,
Fathers de Fontaney, Tachard, Le Comte, Gerbillon, Bouvet and de
Visdelou, with a full equipment of telescopes, sextants, ete., a list of
which is given in de Choisy’s book.

The six Jesuits carried letbers patent issued by Louis XIV, on the
28th of January 1685, ordering them to proceed to India and China
in ovder o take such observations as were necessary to correct existing
charts in the interest of science and of safety at sea. Although not
officially commissioned for Siam, their services were used there to
minister to P’ra. Narai’s interest in scientific matters; and with the
exception of Fr. Tachard, who returned to France when the Embassy
was over, they appear to have vemained in Sism for some time.
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The remainder of de Chaumont’s suite consisted of six gentlemen,
Messes, de Bebeville, d'Arbouville, Paly, de Compiggne, de 1o Forest,
and Joneous, They travelled in o naval frigate, Lo Maligne, of 24
guns, under Captain Joyeus, and his mates, de Sibois and de
Chinmorean, l

de Choisy’s deseription of the voyage out and home is well worth
veading.  Hach voyage occupied about six months, but only one
casualby ocenrrved, the death of young d’Avbouville, who was buried
i the Clalf of Siam,

The third manuseript is de Chaumont’s account of his Fanbassy.
He ad to admit that the idea of converting P'ra Narai by the aid of
diplomacy came as o sarprise hoth to the French Bishop in Siam,
Mar, Laneausand to Phaulkon, whose services. he solicited on the
Bishop's advice,

de Chanmont persisted however in urging P'ra Narai to adopt
Christianity, and having obtained no tangible vesult after three
audicnees with the King, he presented his vequest in writing. The
reply he received to this petition laid stress upon reasons of domestic
policy, which for the moment prevented the King from acceding to
the Ambassadom’s vequest,

Phaulkon then admitted to de Chaumont thab at the Audiences at
which he was Tnterpreter he had considered it wise to suppress de
Chammont's references to religion.  This admission throws suspicion
upon the Freneh versionr which de Chawmont gives of P'ra Naral's
written statements, since they also must have been translated by
Phaalkon, . R

Finally, having made no progress with the King's conversion, de
Chawmont consented to diseuss with Phaulkon the terms of conces-
sions to Trench traders and missionavies which were offered for
aceeptanee by Louis XIV. -

The outstanding featare of the proposals is the grant of extrft-
territoriality to French subjects in Siam ‘who were not engaged in
the Sinmese service.  Singorn was to be fortified by the French, and
used by them for whatever purposes they desirecd. They W?“" also
to enjoy the monopoly of tin ab Puket, subject to the proviso t}mt
they supplied the needs, not specified, of the local POI“_ﬂ&tlon-
Religious freedom was offered to priests and converts subject to
certain conditions,  « '



190 " . W, Hurcninson [VOL, XXVII

Both de Choisy and the Bishop’s Adviser, de Lionne, were doubt-
ful whether the suggested concessions carried any authority other
than that of Phaulkon. Their suspicions were excited by the request
inade by Phaulkon that the ooncessmnq regarding Singora and the
missionaries should be kept secret unbil vatified by Louis XIV. The
veligious concessions, though by no means sensational, weve only
produced in their final form just as de Chaumont was about to leave,
when he had no time to diseuss them,

de Chaumont made the mistake of showing the Siamese that he
desired P'ra, Narai’s conversion as ardently as the latter desired an
alliance with France. At his final audience before leaving Siam, he
shocked de Choisy(l) by rashly promising to publish the IFranco-
Siamese alliance upon his arrival at Batavia, although all he had
obtained from the Siamese was their offers which still had to be
submitted to Louis XIV for approval, and a very vague hope of
developing P'ra Narai’s interest in Christainity.

de Choisy had obtained Phaulkon’s private opinion that the chances
of converting P'ra Naral were nil ; he passed this on to de Chaumont;
the latter persisted however in staking everything upon his forlorn
hope of converting the King, and thereby lost a tine opportunity of
gaining concrete results,

The fowth MS is a draft of Observations on Trade for the
French Envoys who accompanied the military expedition in 1686
to Siam. They seem to criticise de Chaumont’s insistence upon the
religious issue instead of demanding complete freedom of trade for
the French in Siam. de Chaumont by implication was blamed for
not discovering exactly what obligations the Frencll wonld be requived
to meet in return for the monopoly of tin at Puket, also for aceepting
Singora blindly before comparing its mevits with those of Lakon,
Mergui and Puket as & naval base and trading station. The obser-
vations required the Envoys to make searching enquiries into such
‘matters and to conclude a final treaty satisfactory to French trade
with Siam, which was to be linked up with trade between France and
the Madras coast of India. Saltpetre and pepper appear to have
been the items of chief interest to France in Siamese trade.

The monopoly of tin at Puket appears to presuppose a French
settlement at that place. Before deciding to accept it, the Envoys

) V., Momoires de . de Choisy, M. B., 8, p. 1, »
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were to consider whether a settlement on the east coast of the Bay
of Bengal might not be made more profitably at Mergui. In any
cage it was agsumed that the French would make o settlement in one
or other of these two towns, N

The offer of Singora as the site for a French fortified post was not
to be accepted until the vival merits of Lakon had been weighed.
Reference iy then made to a promise that Bangkok was to be
occupied by the French, and the possibility is envisaged that the
King of Siam would not tolerate a French fortified settlement atb
Singora and Lakon ag well as at Bangkok, in which case the Envoys
were to rest content with an unfortified trading post ab either Sing-
ora or Lakon, contenting themselves with a garrison at Bangkok.
The question of garrison at Puket or Mergui was not broached in the
Envoys’ instructions. The setblement ultimately achieved was that
French troops were admitted into the garrison at Bangkok on the
understanding that they took an oath of allegiance to the King of
Siam, and a detachment was sent later to Mergui, which place was
chosen for a settlement on the Bay of Bengal. We possess no proof
that any settlements were attempted at Singora, Lakon or Puket
after the return of the KEnvoys to France.

The alleged offer of Bangkok is of importance, since reliable indi-
eations point to the conclusion that Bangkok was never offered
officially to de Chawmont by the Siamese. This evidence may he
summarised ag (1) de Chaumont’s own veport; (2) de Choisy’s and de
Lionne’s memoirs, relevant extracts of which are reproduced in
Launay’s book ; (‘%)m Phaulkon’s secret instructions to Tachard (also
veproduced by Launay) in which no mention was made of Bangkol
or of a French military expedition. Phaulkon commissioned Father
Tachard after de Chaumont’s failure to lay his own plan for the
Christianisation of Siam before Louis XIV through the medium
of Louis’ confessor,” Father de La Chaise. It consisted in envoll-
ing a party of French gentlemen for service in Siam. Phaulkon |
guaranteed to find posts for them as governovs of towns, ete, and
hoped by their influence to persuade the populace to adopt the new
veligion,!)  The plan was accepted by Louis, as is proved by a letter
from Tachard, written on the 4th of January 1690, which states that

(1) Taunay, M. K, 879, p. 151,



102 L. W. HurcHINSON [VOL, XXVIT

these gentlemen were ready to sail in Mavch 1689, hub were dis-
banded when news of Phaulkon's death reached France,)

de Choisy was de Chaumont’s second in the Embassy, and it is
ineredible that he should have been ignorant of such an important
unoflicial offer to his chief as that of Bangkolk, since he was respon-
sible for maintaining contact between Phanlkon and de Chaumont.
Had he been aware of the offer, would he not have mentioned it in
his private memoirs which were written without veserve ?

Lastly, the Abbé de Lionne, a shrewd observer of political matters
in Siam, who accompanied the expedition, expressly states that when
it veached Java on its way to Siam, Father Tachard was sent on_in
advance to prepare Phaulkon for the determination of the French to
occupy Bangkok, and that on its arrival, Tachard came on board
and told de Lionne that they were to be admitted. 2 ¢

Lanier and Gallois quote state papers showing that the French
troops were only admitted on terms, namely, that they took an oath
of allegiance to King P’ra Narai and that these terms werve distaste-
ful to the Envoys but were accepted by Desfarges, the Ceneral in
command of the expedition, who vealised that his men were in no
condition to fight after the voyage, during which a third of their
number had perished from sickness.

In the Ilustrated History of France® at the Bibliothéque Na-
tionale in Paris, theve is an explanatory note to the following effect
below the medallion which is reproduced on plate I :—

“ Monsieur Constance suggested otfering the town of Bangkok
“to France on condition that an expedition was sent out with
“ghips, soldiors and engineers together with” funds to support
“them. The Chevalier de Chaumont and his Aide, the Abbé
“de Choisy, did not lend themselves to this proposal. A Jesuit
“named Tachard, who acted as interpreter, suggested to the
“ Minister that support for his plan might be obtained from
“Father de La Chaise through Tachard’s mediation. e
“suceeeded in obtaining it, and the plan went through, but it
“only lasted two or three years.”

The unreliability of the writer of this note ig proved by his state-

(1) MSS at Propaganda Fede, Rome, Scr. Rif., V, 239

) Lavnay, M. K., 850, p. 79.
®) Histoire de I'pance, Collection d’Estampes, Q. 49,
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ment that Tachard acted as interpreter between de Chaumont and the
King of Siam. Tachard came o Siam for the fivst time with de
Chaumont:  his previous service had been in Awmevica, It is thus
impossible that he could bave acted as inberpreter, a vole played by
Phaulkon, as stated in de Chaumont’s report.

Documentary evidence that the French Mi litary expedition to
Banglkok came out in response to an invitation to oceupy that town
rests upon this discredited note to the Medallion and upon the
strength of our MS No. IV, in which two out of the three refers
ences have been written in by a second hand. )

The note accompanying the medallion is only important in so fax
as it records what was subsequently believed in France. The manu-
seript however was composed before the expedition left France, and
it states that "Bangkok was offered to the French. The two correc-
tions deal with an acceptance of the invitation.

The following is offered ag an explanation :—

Father Tachard, 8. J., was one of the six astronomers despatehed by
Louis to the Tast for seientific research, who travelled ag far as Siam
with de Chawmnont’s Embassy, and who were present in Siam during
its stay there.  Tachard iy known to have developed close and inti-
mate velations with Phaulkon while the negotiations weve in progress,
and way actually entrusted by the latter with the secret mission to
the French Court already mentioned. Tachard would know that the
King of Siam had agked de Chawmont for the services of one of the
membery of his staff, de Forbin, to modernise the defences of Bangkok,
and he may conceivably have concluded that since the Bangkok forts
were already comflanded by a Frenchman, they might be considered

) Tt ix true that the published version of de Cholsy’s Mémoires (ed.
Michaud and Poujoulat) on p. 612, containg the statement that Phaulkon
made an offer of Bangkok to de Chawmont and de Choigy which they vefus-
ed.  Absence of all reference to this statementin the unedited version of
these Mewmoirs, (M.E. vol. 8.), veduces it for purposes of evidence to the smne
level ns the medallion.

Vivgile Pinot, in his recently published work, La Chine et la formation
de Vesprit philosophique en France, quotes many instances of the “editing” of
published works on the part of the Jesuits, and emphasises the preponderat-
ing of Tachard, writing on p. 58:—

“ 5t méme nous pouvons nous demander jusqu'h quel point le Jésuite
“g'dtndt laised entortiller par la faconde du Levantin, et, si dans cette négo-
“eintion qu'ils semblaient mener d'un cominun accord, il 0’y avait pas une
“dupe, qui était préciséent Phaulkon.”

*
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ag promised to French oceupation.  In that case he would see little
difficulty in drafting in French soldiers to help de Forbin in Banglkok
when the question came up in Paris of sending out troops with the
Envoys to man the stronghold of Singora that had been officially
offered to the French by Siam.

The ingecurity of Phaulkon’s position and the advantage to him of
the presence of a friendly garrison ab Banglkok are obvious. It is
possible that Tachard, realising this fact, leb it be known in Paxis that
Phaulkon would welcome a foreign garrison at Bangkolc rather than
Singora, and that gradually the ldua- became 1)1.wa.](,nL in Paris that
Bangkolk, being alveady under the command of a Frenchman, was a
potential French garrison town, o

It must be remembered that de Chaumont set out for Siam with
the avowed object of effecting the conversion of the Siamese King
in return for an alliance with France, and that he came home with-
out achieving his purpose, bringing with him the offer of Singora as
a military bage. The object of de Chaumont’s Kmbassy had been
subjected to ridicule by La Bruyére, who wrote :—

«We travel to the ends of the Harth to convert the Hast, in
“other words, to make proposals oub theve which, if made to us,
“would be regarded as laughable and insane.” '

When de Chaumont reburned with somewhat empty hands, Louis
appears to have disagreed with the suggestion made to him by
Vachet before the Embassy set out, that even fmlurc in so hold a
venfure would enhance his prestige.

The documents quoted by Lanier and Gallois show that theve was
irvitation in Paris at the poor results of de Chawmont’s costly venture
together with a feeling that an end must be pet to the series of
Embassies by which negotiations with Siam were being protracted.
The same documents state that Phaulkon later on made no secret of
his contempt for de Chaumont.

The suggestion is that Tachard, as Phaulkon’s friend, began by
discrediting de Chaumont ab home, calling attention to his failure to
utilise the Siamese request for de Forbin’s services ab Bangkok
which should have been employed as leverage for obtaining a footing
in that place for the French,

The possibility is not excluded that Phaulkon Lad a notion that
the French might send out troops to enable P'ra Narai to cope with
the Duteh menace and that he allowed Tachard to believe that they
would be invited to oceupy the new citadel .inwcourse of construction

[ ]
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by de Forbin at Bangkok. In any case, in default of conclusive
evidence, we must assume that the offer of Bangkok to the French
cune through Tachard, Phaulkon’s secret cmissary to Louds; that it
was o secret offer unknown both to Kosa Pan, the Siamese ambassa-
dor to Louis, and to de Lionne, his Interpreter, who came to France
to negotiate on the basis of P'va Narai’s offer of Singora as a Wrench
garrison town. Tachard was commissioned by Phaulkon to obtain
Louis” consent to Phaulkon’s private plan for making Siam a chris-
tian country with the aid of the Jesuits. Finding opinion in France
exasperated againgt Siam as a vesult of de Chaumont’s failure,
Tachard, it is suggested, used the bait of a French garrison in
Banglkok to obtain Louis’ consent to Phaulkon’s plan. The matter
could not be made public until Tachard had retuwrned to Siam and
obliged Phaubkon to give effect to it.

This theory accounts for the corrections made in the Observations
on Trade for the Envoys. 1t also accounts for Tachard’s movements
in proceeding from Batavia to Siawm in advance of the expedition

“and in meeting it on its arrival at the bar with the news that its
admittance into Bangkok had been srranged.  The final ingtructions
for the Envoys, which have heen publislmd,(l) insisted that Bangkok
was to be oceupied, if necessary by force; though there were good
grounds to believe that force would not be needed. These grounds
would be reliance upon Tachard’s mediation—according to this
explanatian which is offered pending the discovery of documentary
proof.

For Phaulkon, the day on which hie received on P'ra Narai’s behalf
the allegiance of the French troops, may well have seemed to him
the proudest day in his life. The French however felt the humilia-
tion of their position. Phaulkon had already antagonised the mis-
sionaries: his triumph at their expense lost him the confidence of
the Envoys and of the French colony. The result was that a few
months later, when he needed the help of missionaries and merchants
to persuade the General in charge of the French force to give him
its support, he found that his only friends among all the Frenchmen
in Siam were a few Jesuit priests who were powerless to help him
in his hour of need. :

A study of the Franco-Siamese negotiations shows that they weve

@) Quoted by Btienne Gallois,

Fa
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conducted on the French side with a faulty knowledge hoth of the
real position regarding a change of religion by the King, also of the
chances of success likely to acerue from a military oceupation of
Bangkok with a small Buropean foree, not to mention the difticulty
of effecting this occupation.

On the Siamese side, Phaulkon’s diplomacy was the result of an
attempt to combine his loyalty to P'ra Narai and to the Jesuits
with his own ends, il we vegard them as desive for power and for
the support of foreign soldiers upon which he might depend in the
event of the King’s death.

His failure lay in his Greck aptitude for finesse and trickery
which antagonised the French upon whom he velied in the last
resort for his personal safety.

-
I
Quar D’ORsAY, Mesowmes wr DocuneNts, Asie, 11, 59, (1)

(59r°) Siam & St Germain le 10° Janvier 1681
Du Roy :
au Roy de Siam,

tres hault, tres excellent, tres puissant, et tres magnanime Priuce,
Nre tres cher et bon amy. Dieu venille augmenter Vrve. grandeur
auec fin heureuse.

Nous auons appris par Pevesque dheliopolis eb par plusieurs autres
de nos subiets les obligations essentielles qu'ils wous auoicnt non
seulement a cause de la protection que wous leur donnés dans Fexer-
cice de la religion chrestienne et de la generosite (?11@ vous auéz eu de
leur prester gang interest dans leur extreme besoign vne somme darg;
considerable mais aussi p' Jeur auoiv encore donne de plus grandes
preuues de votre liberalite en leur faisant bastiv une maison powr les
logenr.

Nous serons bien aise aussy de trouuer les occasions de vous
tesmoigner combien nous somumes sensibles aux marques eclatantes

I ’ 5 . . .
que vous auéz donné de la consideration que vous auéz pour nous

(1) g original duaft has been emended by two different hands, The
above is a teanseription of the final version, Since the corvections do not
affect tlfe sense of the letter but merely improve its form, a reproduction of
the earlier stages through which the text has passed is considered nnnecessary.
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Cepandant nous nous promettons que vous voudrez bien continuer
cobbe mesme protection aux euesques cb aux autres missionaives
apostoliques, (59 v) et Pestendre aussi a nos suiets negotians, afinque
les uns puissent avoir la liberte de Pexercice de la religion chrestienne
dont une des principalles maximes est Coestabliv 'autorite absolue des
Roys sur lewrs suiets eb que les autres y puissent liberement trafiquer
mais pour uous marquer le desir veritable que nous auons de
recognoistre tous les bienfaits que nos d. suiets ont receus de uous
nous Uous enuoyons guelques presens (ue nous auons crit (ui uous
seroient aggreables en attendant que nous puissions vous donner des
preunes plus fortes de la haute estime que nous aunons pour uous.
Sur ce nous prions Dicu quil veuille angmenter Vre grandewr avee
fin toute heveuse.

" Escrit a St germain en laye
le x®* Junuier 1681
Ve tres cher et bon amy

TRANSLATION

ab St. Germain the 10th January, 1681
Siam ’
Trom the King to the King of Siam,

Most high, most excellent, most mighty, and most magunanimous
Prince, Our good and well-beloved friend. May God grant you in-
crease of Might with happy consummation.

Through the Bishop of Heliopolis and several other subjects of
ours we have learnf of the deep debt they owe to you both for the
protection you have given them in their observance of the Christian
religion, and for your genevosity in lending them a substantial - suwm
of money free of interest in the time of their dive need ; furthermore,
for having given even greater proof of your liberality in ordering a
house to be built to lodge them.,

We shall be glad also to find opportunities for showing how greatly
we appreciate the outstanding proofs you have given of the esteem
you bear to us, Meanwhile, we trust you will be willing to continue
to give the same protection both to the Bishop and to the other
Apostolic missionaries, and to extend it to our subjects engaged in
commerce, in ovder that the former may be free to practise the
Christian religion, of which one of the chief maxjms is to ensure the

il
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undisputed power of monarehs over their subjects, while the labber
will be enabled to trade without hindrance,

As o mark of our true desive to acknowledge all the benetits which
our subjects aforesaid have received at your hands, we send you sun-
dry gifts such as we think will please you, pending an opportunity
to give you stronger proof of the high vegard we have for you

We hereby pray God that he may grant you increased renown and
prosperity.

Wreitben ab St Germain-cn-Laye,
the 10th January, 1681,

Youwr good and well-beloved friend.

I
Quat 'Orsay, Mimomres 21 Docunests, Asie, 11, No. 32,

(T0r*) Lettre que Ookya Seri tarrama Raacha decha tehadi ammia
tra vanutehitra pipitra tana Rateha cousatibodi pivia Paha ookya
praclang ecrit anec un ey plein d'affection ob de tendresse A Mon-
sieur Charles Colbert grand ministre du tres puissant et tres excellent
Prince Le Roy de France o Paris.  Coumme le tres puissant et tres
magnanime Drince le Roy de Siam Monseigneur ot le tres puissant
et tres magnanime Prince le Roy de France ont un grand desi
d’etablir entr'eux une amitié ot une corvespondance ferme et stable,
en cebte vetle le tres puissant eb tres magnanime Prince le Roy Mon-
seigneur a enuoyé au tres puissant Prince Le Roy de France ook
prapitat raatcha ‘maitri pour Ambassadeur, et ook louang svi visarw
sountora, ¢t ook quun nakora vitchai pour lieutenants de T Ambas-
sade accompagnés du Pere Gayme auec des letfres ot des presens
pour etre une marque de laffection et de lestime extraordinaire
ywil a pour ce grand monarque, et du desiv qu'il & que ley prosperités
dont il jouit augmentent tonjours de plus en plus, comme aussy affin
gue Pamitié qui est Entre ces deux Grands Drinces prenne tous les
lowrs de nouueanx aceroissements. Lorsque dans l'snnée vaca trini
Soue Dom francisco Budque d’Heliopolis arriua icy avee (T0v®) des
J.uttres du Saint Pape, et du tres Magnanime Prince le Roy de France,
il fut recen avee ln magnificence que demandoit la majesté supreme
du Grand Roy qui Penuoyoit ; Bt le tres haut et tres excellent Prince
Le Roy Monseigneur apprenant les nouuelles prosperites dont ce
Grand Prince se trounoit comblé en ressentif, une joye eb une alle-

L]
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gresse si grande quil n'y a vien a quoy on la puisse comparer, De
plus le Grand Roy mon maitre ayant depuis peu recen nouuelles que
Monseignewr le Dauphin auoit pris une Auguste et Royale Epouse de
laguelle il auoit eli un Royal fils, la joye de ce Grand Roy sest
aceretie de telle maniere qu'elle est allée jusqu'a excés, considerant ce
Royal rejetton comme celuy qui doit un jour perpetucr le Sang Royal
de ce Grand Roy et il prie Dieu qu'il daigne fauoriser ce Royal enfant
d'vie longue eb heureuse vie, pour succeder un jour au tréme de ses
ancestres soubaittant aunec passion que la race ot le sang dun sl
grand Monarque n'ayt iamais de fin.  Ayant donc Enuoyé ses Ambas-
sadeurs nous esperions qu’ils sevolent icy dés année cho chatouara
soce, et ie me preparois a porter les nouvelles de Iheureux succés de
la d. Ambassade aux pieds du trone du tres puissant et tres Magna-
niwe (71r°) Prince le Roy Monseigneur pour augmenter encore Sa joye,
mais le tems de recevoir les nouvelles etant uenu, nous auons appris
que le Vaisseau qui portait cette Royalle Ambassade netoit point
encore arring en France, ce qui nous a causé une grande tristesse;
Jallay d’abord me prosterner sux pieds du tréne du Roy Monseign-
eur pour lui en apporter la nouuelle, Sa Royalle Majesté daigna
w’honorer de cette reponse La RoYALLE AMITIE QUL VNIT LE GRAND
Roy DE FRANCE AVEC ¢& ROYAUME DEMEURERA TERME LT INEBRANT-
ABLE, QU'ON ENVOYE SGAVOIR DES NOUUELLES DU SUCCES DE CETTE
AMBASSADE, ayant receu ces Royales paroles sur le Sowmmet de ma
teste J'enuoye presentement oguun pitchai valid et quun pitehitra
waitri auee les Peres Vachet et Pascob pour en apprendre.  Je les ay
chargé de quelques petits presens dont ils portent le rvodle qui wous
seront un gage de estime particulier que jay pour unous, et du desir
que jay qu'a Vexemple de nos deux grands monarques nous nous vo-
igsions en vne tres solide et durable amitié. Je vous prie avec inst-
ance de nous mander ce qui sera arriué aux Ambassadewrs du Roy
Monseigneur affin que selon les nouvelles que nous receurons, nous
puissions songer o ce quil sera conuenable de faire pour la confivma-
tion et augmentation de I'amitié de nos deux grands Princes et pour
la vendre durable & jamais. Je laisse a Vostre prudence de juger
(T1v°) eb de nous faire sgavoir ce qu'elle estimera plus convenable pour
laugmentation de cette Royalle amitie.

Cette lettre o &té ecritte le jour de aatit le 15° du moig ai de
Pan Sacarat 10445.

La traduction est conforme a l'original Siamois signé Louis BEué-
que de Metellopolis Vig. Aplique de Siam ete

E ]
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TRANSLATION

Lebter writben with o heart full of warm affection by annemimm
N MRS YEe Afial ... ] s bnefiudfi T [danm ] mal ]
RNy WEALT to Monsieny Charles Colbel.'t,(l) ehief Minister of the Most
Mighty and most excellent Prince, the King of France at Pavis.

In view of the strong desive felt both by the Most Mighty and
Most Magnanimous Prince, the King of Siam, my Lord, and the
Most Mighty and Most Magnanimous Prince, the King of Wvance, to
establish amity and communication on a basis of firm and lasting
friendship, the Most Mighty and Magnanimous Prince, the King, my
Lord, despatched wizffianing s as his ambassador to the Most
Mighty King of France, together with ﬂmnwmsm%‘iﬂmgu‘m and 28N
PUUATFTY as aides to the Embassy accompanied by Father Gayme,
carrying letters and presents to witness to the love and deep regard
He has for that greab Prince, and to hig desire that his prosperity
may ever increase, also to the end that the friendship which obtaing
between these two great Princes may wax daily stronger.

Lord Francis, Bishop of Heliopolis, when he arrived here in the
year of the “Cock”—the third of the ten-year cycle—bringing letters
from the Holy Pope(z) and the most magnanimous prince, the King
of France, was received with all the pomp appropriate to the Supreme
Majesty of the great King whose envoy he was.  The wmost high
und most excellent Prince, the King, my Lord, on hearing of the
frosh prosperities showered upon that great Prince, felt such joy and
delight in his heart that nothing can be compaved unto it.

IPurthermore, when the great King, my Lord, lately received news
that His Royal Highness, the Dauphin, had had Royal offypring from
hiy august and Royal Consort, his joy veached such a pitch that it
knew no bounds, since he regards that Royal offspring as destined
one day to perpetuate that mighty Prince’s stock, and he prays that
Heaven may granb this Royal scion a long and happy life, so that he
ma,y succcud to Lhc throne of his ancestors; for it is lm deavest \\’1911

( ) Cha.r]e&, name of Marquis de Croissy, has been substituted for J el
Baptiste, the name of his brother, the great Colbert, who died on the
6th of September, 1685,

@) Tn the French, Swint Pape is n vave vendering of Santo Papa.
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that the family and line of so great a monareh may never pass away.

It was our hope that the Ambassador then despatehed, would be
back herve by the year of «the Dog”—the foumrth of the ten-year
cycle—and I was making ready to carry news of the forbunate issue
of the said Embagsy to the steps of the throne of that magnanimous
Prince, the King, my Lord, and thereby add to his delight. But at
the very time when news was due, we learnt that the ship carrying
that Royal Embassy had not yet reached France; which tidings
cansed us.greab distress.

My fivst step was to prostrate myself before my Royal Master's
thrane in ovder to impart the news to hin,  Eis Majesty graciously
honoured me with the following reply :—

“«The Friendship which binds the Great King of France with this”
“realm will continue firm and unshakable.  Let Envoys be despat-”
“ched to obtain news of that Embassy.”

Placing these royal words upon the crown of my head, I herewith
despateh aanyuiidurin with aaﬂ‘guﬂﬁmﬂum‘i and Tathers Vachet
and Paseot %o obtain that news. I have entrusted to their care
several slight offerings, the inventory of which is with them, as
earnest of the especial respect I have for you, and of my wish that you
and I, like our two great Monarchs, may join together in a bond of
strong and' lasting friendship,

I ardently besesch you to apprise ns with the fate met with by
the Ambassadors of the King, my Lord, in ovder that, acting upon
the news we receive, we may apply our thoughts to devise means of
sealing and increasing the amity between onr two great Princes, to
the end that it may last forever.

I leave it to your wisdom to decide upon and communieate to me
the steps you consider most appropriate for inereasing this Royal
friendship. ‘

"This letter was writben on Sunday the 15th day of the fivst month
of the year 1045%) in the (chula) era, The translation is in accovd-
anee with the Siamese original.

Signed. ~ Louis, Bishop of Metellopolis
Apostolic Viear in Siam.

®) The Chula, era begay a. v, 638, Add 1045 =4a. » 1683,

P
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III
Aromivis NaTioNanes, Nigoorarions, K. 1368, No, 98,

(1r®) RELATION de ce que M. le Ch(eva)lier de Chaumont a fait a Siam,

A son arriueé a la barre de Siam, jl enuoya prier I'uesque de
Meteleopolis de venir a son bord pour I'jnstruive de ce (ui se passoit
sur le sujet de son Ambassade.

S'y estant rendu accompagné de I'Abbé de Lionne, jl Tuy dit que le
principal sujet de son Ambassade estoit de faire en sorte de deter-
miner entievement le Roy de Siam & se faive chrestien, sa Majesté
ayant esté jnformeé qu’jl anoit beaucoup de penchant & embrasser
cette Religion, eb qu'a la velie d’'vn Ambassadeur, on ne doutoit pas
qujl ne le fist. R

Cet Ruesque fubt surpris de ce que on auoit fait la conuersion du
Roy de Siam si facile, et luy dit que la chose n’estoit pas si preste
qu'on la croyoit, cependant que ce Roy anoit de hons sentimens pour
la Religion chrestienne et qu’jl en donnoit tous les jours des preuues
par les Eglises quijl faisoit bastir aux Missionnaires par Pamitié qu’jl
leur (1v°) tesmoignoit, en leur accordant tout ce qu'ils” luy deman-
doient et qujl ne doutoit pas que 'Ambassade ne fist vn effect
admirable, mais quil y auoit de grandes mesures a prendre.

Ils conuinrent des moyens qu’il falloit prendre pour faire retissiv
cette affaire, et resolurent de g'adresser au 8" Constance grand fau-
ory du Roy, bon catholique et homme de bien et d’honneur.

I'Euesque luy ayant dit que ce faunory n’estoit point intevessé et
qujl ne cherchoit que I'homneur, abbé de Lionne qui estoit de la
conuersation dib que c’estoit par 13 quil le falloif prendre et quil y
auoit des honneurs en France que le Roy luy pouucit donner, comme
cheualier de s Michel, et mesmé luy proposa le cordon bleu,

Il fit quelque vesistance sur ce dernier, mais led. S Abbé de
Lionne luy ayant fait entendre que cela pouuoit extreme(me)nt
auancer laffaive, cela le fit vesoudrve & luy dive qujl pouuoit luy
proposer en cas qu’jl obligeast le Roy de Sjam d’embrasser (2r°)
la. Religion chrestienne,

Led’. S de*Lionne le fut trouuer, et luy en fit la proposition qu'jl
regeut en disant qu'on luy faisoit trop d’honneur, et qu’jl feroit tout
son possible auprés du Roy son Maistre pour faire retissir cette
affaire, et qu'il ny auoit que Pjnterest de la Religion qui le feroit agir.
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Chevalier de Chaumont.

Detail from a Print at the Bibliothéque Nutionale in Paris, showing his
recepbion by King P’ra Narad.,

72, W. Hutelinson.

Ty e




PRt FOUR FRENCIT STATE MANUSCRIIS 203

Led. S)Y Constance Pestant venu voir (quelques jours apres & deux
Iwuw de Siam, jlent voe grande conuersation auee luy en pvesencc ’
de PEuesque dans laguelle apres bheavconp de complimens jl-luy dit--
que seachant sa probitd et son zele pour la Religion j1 auoit resolu
do ne luy rien deguiser du sujet de son Ambassade, ob luy expliqua
enmesme temps que ¢'esboit pour porter le Roy de Siam & se faire
chrestien,

Led’. 87 Constance luy dit lamesme chose que I'Buesque; quijl ne
seanoit pag qui anoib faib la chose si facile en france qu]l ne croyoit
pus que cela fust si preg, et quil falloi6 prendre des mesuves justes
pous mettre Paftaive en hon estat. '

I7Buesque luy ayant lett le compliment que luy Ch, de Chanmont
(2v°) deuoit JLm'e au Roy, } luy dit qu'il estoit vn L pen pmmmnb el
quil falloit en "vetrancher quelqun chose.

Comme led’. 8¥ Constance ne parle point frangois, I'Euesque
Tuy dit, mais il vespondit qu'il n’en vouloit vien retrancher. I Eues-~
que le traduisit en Portugais et en osba quelque ‘pctite, chose qu'il ne
tromua pas de conséquence. ’ : . ‘

Ted. 8. Constance ayant demandé o esté vj]'lterp)»:eté dans les
audinnees, IHuesque dit qu'on ne luy pounoib pas refuser le Roy de
Siam Iny ayant donné le soin de toubes log affaives de lambassade.

Dans sa premicre audiance, apres auoir fait son compliment au
Roy, que led”. 'S." Constance expliqua en Siamois, Le Roy Iny demanda
en quel estat jl avoit laissé le Roy et toute la maison Royale, of si
S Ma wanoit point fait de conquestes depuis quelque temps.

Tl dit-que Sa Maa'® w'anoit fait que celle de Luxemhourg et quElle
auoit obligd toute 'Kurope & luy demander la paix qu’Blle lewr auoit
accordé w la beste de ses armées (3t°). Il luy pavla ensujte des Ambas-
sadeurs. qujl auoib enuoyé et qui g'estoient pevdus, surquoy luy
Chaumont respondit gue cette perte auvoit esté sensible a Sa Ma. :
eb que sur le bruib gui avoit cowrn que cestoit les hollandois qui les
anoient fait periv, Sa Ma.! anoit donng ordre & son Ambassadenr en
hollande de faive de grandes perquisitions pour voir 8'il en deconurirvoit
quelque chose. ’

Il demanda si Sa Ma gestoit fait faive vaison swr affaive de
Bantam, et jl respondit qu’jl ne doutoit pas que Sa Ma!* wen eust
toute la satistaction quIl en auoit demandeé et qu’jl estoit party

)
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dans le temps qwon parloit de cette affaive. Te Roy de Siam Iuy
parut fort jrrité contre les hollandois en se retirant.

Le S Constance levint trouuer le soir qui luy dit que le Roy
estoit fort satisfait de cette premiere audiance, Il luy fit connoistre
ensuite que les hollandois leur tenoient fort & coeur et qu'ils vouloient
prendre quelques mesuves auee Sa Majesté sur ce sujet.

(3v°). Luy de Chaumont ne respondib.rien la dessus que des hon-
nestetez et led’. S." Constance luy dit que le Roy luy donneroit
audiance particuliere deux jours apres. p

11 y alla, et apres auoir saliié lo Roy et sestre assis jl luy demanda
comment il se portoit et tout son monde, apres vn si grand voyage,
Tl luy dit ensuite qu’jl sgauoit que les hollandois luy vouloient faive
la, guerre, et qujl auoit remarqué que la grande amitié et jntelligence
qu’jl vouloit anoir auec Sa Ma.!® leur donneroit de la jaousie, et quijl
ne doutoit point qu’ils ne fissent ce qu’ils pourroient pour empescher
le commerce de la compagnie de France dans son Royaume.

Il lay respondit quil ne doutoit point que quand les hollandois
scauroient cette grande amitié entre les deux Roys que cela ne les
fist tenir dans le respect quils deuoient a Sa Ma.’® surquoy le Roy
de Siam luy dit que les hollandois estoient adroits, qu'ils feroient
toutes choses pour trauerser le commerce de la comp.® qu'il falloit
prendre des mesures pour les en empescher et que la comp.® jusqu'a
p(rése)nt auoit heaucoup negligé le commerce dang son Royaume,

(4r°). Il luy dit que cela alloit prendre vn autre chemin, la com-
pagnie ayant heaucoup plus de fonds qu'elle n’avoit autresfois, et Sa
Ma.t estant dans la resolution de la proteger fortement.

Le Roy de Siam luy dit encore, que ¢’estoit danges commencemens
quil falloit apporter plus de precautions contre les hollandois, & quoy
jl vespondit que Sa Ma.¥ prendroit des mesures si justes pour toutes
choses que les hollandois n'oseroient rien entreprendre, et quils se
ressoutenoient des guerres qu'ils anoient et auec le Roy, dans lesquel-
les ils auoient esté si bien chastiez qwils ny retourneroient de long-
temps,

Il lny demanda 'l w'anoit rien a luy dire, et il luy respondit qu’il
nanoib esté enuoyé que pour luy tesmoigner que sa Ma.' souhaitoit
auee empressement qu’jl voulust se faire jnstruire dans la Religion
chrestienne,

Le Roy se vetiva b le S," Constance Pestant venu trouuer le lende-
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main luy pavla fort des hollandois ot luy fit conmottre (4v°) par son
discours Wit en awoit grande pewr; Tl lny demanda sl auoit tout
~ pounoir de Sa Ma.' ot Juy marqua advoitem.® que le Roy de Siam se-
voib bien aise de faive vne ligue offensive et deffonsive contre les
hollandois,

Luy Chaumont lny dit qujl ne doutoit pas que Sa Ma¥ ne fist
beaneoup de choses pour le Roy de Siam, mais qujl nestoit pas venu
pour la guerre, et qu’jl n'anoit ordre que de tesmoigner au Roy Pen-
uie gue &h Ma. ¥ auoit qu'il se fist chrestien.

Ly ayant demandé ses hons offices pour celn, jl luy dit quil y
aunit hien des mesures & prendre 13 dessus et que quand le Roy se-
roit en estat de se faive chestien, qu'il ne scanoit pas #j] luy conseil-
leroit, de le faive, veu que cela pourroit causcr une grande reuolte
dansg son Rogmume, Le Roy ayant vn frere qui ne cherchoit que
quelque occasion pour cela. |

Quelques jours apres le Roy luy donna encore aundiance eb luy
demanda ¢'j1 anoit quelque chose & luy dire sur le (51°) commeree,
surquoy jl Tuy respondit que comme ¢estoit’ vne chose qui deman-
doit vn peu tle temps & gexpliquer, 8§l vouloit nommer quelqu'vn de
ses Ministres, j1 en confereroit auee eux

Le Roy nomma le S.* Constance, et sur ee quil luy dit qu’il feroit
vn Memoive des poincts de la Religion eb du commerce jl Tuy dit qu'il
y respondroit, et qu’jl connoissoit bien que Pamitié de Sa Majesté
nestoit point jnteressée. .

A son retour a son logis jl fit Te Memoire qui suit qui ne parle
presgue gue de Religion, et vin mot du commeree, pour faire connoistre
qujl n'anoit esté enuoyd que pour le seul sujet de la Religion.

MeMorrE de M. le Chlier de Chaumont
au Roy de Siam.

Il luy expose que So Ma* jnformée de ses grandes qualites I'a
ennoyé pour luy demander son amitié et luy offrir la sienne et pour
faive entre les deux couronnes vne alliance que I'esloignement ne
soit jamais capable d’alterer (5v°). Que comme les Ministres de son
Royaume ont prié les Ministres de france, par les Lettres qu’ils leur
ont escrites de leur suggerer les moyens de rendre cetbe vnion si ferme
qu'elle puisse passer jusquiaux successeurs des deux Roys, Sa Majesté
i crli que le lien le plus solide estoit celuy d'vne mesme Religion,
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Qujl & esté enuoyé pour le prier de vouloir hien prendre e moyen,
et que dans cette vetie Sa Ma.'* Tuy & commandé de Tuy offriv toutes
ses forces de terre et de mer, troupes et vaiss.® ot generalement tout
ce qui peut conuenir & sa gloire eb au bien general de son Royaume,

Que Sa Ma." sera aussy disposée de son costé, 8§l aceepte ce party,
& prendre tous les autres moyens qu'jl jugera les plus propres, powr
rendre eternelle Pamitié qu'jls sont prests de contracter ensemble.

Bt que quoyque Sa Ma.% ne luy ayt parlé que de cetbe seule chose,
Elle luy & cependant fait recommander par ses Ministres de rvendve
toute sorte de bons offices a la cour de Siam, a (61°) la compagnie de
Trance. .

Il donna ce Memoire au S.* Constance pour le presenter au Roy, et
deux jours apres jl le vint trouver vn peu embarrassé, en luy disant
que ce qujl demandoit par ce Memoive touchant mcReligion, ne
feroit pas I'effect qu’jl eroyoit, ayant et vne grande conuersation auee
le Roy sur ce sujet dans laquelle luy ayant dit qujl luy auoit deguisé
Jusquialors le sujet qui auoit amené luy Chaumont, qui estoit celuy
de la Religion, cela auoit surpris le Roy de Siam, en disant le Roy de
France me veut donec faive chrestien. cest vne grande affaire de
quitter vne Religion qui est depuis tant d’anneés dans nostre maison
Royale, et si ce Dieu qui & crée tout le monde eust voulu, on eust
esté tous d'vne mesme Religion,

Ce Roy luy dit ensuite qu’jl voyoit bien que ce que sa M a.t luy
proposoit n'estoit que par amitis, qujl songeroit & cotte grand affaire
et quijl feroit response au Memoire. ‘

Luy Chaumont fub extremement surpris lors que led’. 8. Con-
stance, luy auotia que c'estoit la premiere fois quil auoit (6v°) parlé
au Roy du sujet qui Pauoit amené, et que dans toutes les audiances
ou jl auoit tousjours parlé de Religion, jl ne Tauoit pas expliqué,
parce quil croyoit absolument que les choses n'estoient pas en estat
de les faire connoitre au Roy.

Luy Chaumont fut extremement mécontent de eo discours et apres’
luy en auoir tesmnoigné sa surprise, led’. § Constance Iny remit la
response du Roy de Siam, au Memoire quijlluy luy (sic) auoit donné,
eb luy dit beaucoup de raisons, en voulant luy faire entendre qu’il
f:‘flloit faive en sorte de conuertic des Mandarins ot ,beaucoup‘ de
S.nmnois, eb que Cestoit par 1y quil falloit commencer, qu'il seauoit
bien que cely ne seroit pas desagreable au Roy de Siam, et que
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comme jlaymoit fort MBuesque, jl ne luy refuseroit pas des pouuoirs
adnantagenx pour In Religion, -

I w’a pt penctrer la raison que led’. 8" Constance & efl, de nauoir
pas parle de la Religion, si ce n’est que luy Chaumont suoit dautves
choses & proposer an Roy, et quil wanoit jusisté sur ce sujet, que pour
éprouncr ee Roy, V

(71°) Rievonsk faite an Memoire du S Chlicr de Chaumont.

Lo RO;\: de Sium vemereie Sa Mo de la grande affection quwElle &
pour luy.

Ll tesmoigne du deplaisiv que le moyen que Sn Ma.¥ propose pour
esbabliv a jamads cetbe amitié Royale qu'il desive tant, soit augsy
difficile & mettre & execution comme le changement d'vne Religion
professée pendant denx mille deux cens vingt neuf ans, sang aucune
jntermission, et ainsy jl laisse & juger si vn tel changement est facile.

Il dit sur cela que le véritable Dieu qui & crée toutes choses
ponuoit bien, 8'T1 eust voulu, ne faire qu'vne mesme Religion, mais que
comme jl & diversifié tous les ouurages de Ia nature, jl & voulu faire
la mesme chose dans les matieres de Ja Religion que neantmoins jl
gabandonne a la Divine prouidence afin quElle ordonne 4 son plaisir
de sa personne et de tout son Royaume.

Asseure cependant Sa Ma.* de Ia fermeté ot de Pjmmutabilité (7v°)
de son affection, et pour suppleer au moyen cy dessus qu’jl ne prend
pas encore, jl asseure que tant qujl viura, vien ne sera capable d’alt-
erer ou d'empescher Ja correspondance qu'jl desirve anoir, ot quijl fera
en sorte que ses successeurs ny manqueront pas aussy, Bt powr mon-
trer a sa Majesté,” Ujnfaillibilité de ses pavoles, en cas que ses sue-
cosscurs manquent & accompliv son desir, Il donne pouuoirv et droit a
Sa Ma. do les traitter et ses Royaumes comme ennemis et mesme de
prendre possession de sa couronne. :

Il dib quil sera tougjours prest de faire vn Traité qui oblige ses
successeurs desuiure ses jntentions a cet égard.

Il accordera & la compagnie de France tous les aduantages que’lle
pourra raigsonnablement esperer.

Cette response ayant esté remise a luy Chaumont, jl alla huit jours
apres trouuer le Roy qui estoit a Louuo, ou led’ 8.* Constance luy fit
confidence d’'vne conuersation qujl auoit et auec le Roy sur le sujeb
de la Religion, dans laguelle il lanoit trouué plus traitable qu’il nauoit
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erett ce qui luy faisoit- (81°) eroive qu'il y anoit & esperer, mais qu'il
falloit attendre tout de Dieu, et du temps.

Il le reuint voir peu de jours apres et jl luy dit queles choses
alloient fort bien, Il prit ce temps pour luy donner vn Memoire dey
demandes quil faisoit au Roy de Siam, an sujet de I'Euesque cb des
missionnaires, et il a esté accordé ce qui suit.

PriviLEGES accordez aux Missionnaires apostoliques par le Roy
de Siam, dant toute U'estendiie de son Royamme.

Le Roy de siam fera publier dans toutes les villés de son
Royaume que les missionnaires apostoliques pevuent prescher la Loy
chrestienne dans toutes lesd”. villes et les peuples les entendve chacun
suinant son jnelination sans que les Gouuerneurs ou autres officiers
puissent les en empescher, en quelque maniere que ce esoit, & condi-

tion que lesd’. wissionn,"®

prescheront la Loy de Dieu, sans insintier
aucune nouueauté dans le coeur du peuple, contre lo gouucrnem.” et
les Loix du pays (8v°) sous quelque pretexte que ce soit, et en cas que
lesd’, missionn," le fissent le prinilege demeurera nul, et le missionn.™
coupable arresté et renuoyé en france, sans que jameads jl puisse
remettre le pied dans le Royaume sous peine de la vie.

2. Le Roy de Siam accorde que lesd’ missionnaives apostoliques
puissent enseigner les naturels de son Royawme & leur volonté, en
quelque seience que ce soit, et qu'ils puissent les receuoir dang leurs
conuens, escoles et hahitations, auec les mesmes privileges des aubres
conuens de Siam sans que peréo(n)ne puisse les en empescher, et que
lesd’ missionaires puissent leur enseigner les sciences, Loix et aubres
estudes qui ne sont point contraires au gouvernenient, cL aux Loix
du Royawme.

Iit en cas qw'on déeouure par la voye certaine de deux tesmoins
quils y ayent contrenenu le present priuilege demeuvera nul et le M.°
d’escole et le disciple seront traitez ainsy quil est marqué dans le
premier article. Mais au cas que lesd’ wmissionnaires se conseruent
dans leur priuilege, toutes les affaires quils auront seront jugeés par
vi mandarin que I'Buesque presentera et que (9r°) le Roy nommera
pourueu qu'il soib capable de cet employ.

3. Led. Roy accorde aussy que tous ses sujets qui de leur bonne
volonté se fevont chrestiens jotiissent du priuilege des chrestiens et
soient exempts les Dimanches et | jours de festes marquez par I'Eglise,
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de tows les sernices qwils doinent & lours Mandarins si ce west dans
vie nocessibé pressante, Bt comme il faudea juger de cobbe necessitd
pour éuiter tous differens sur ee sujet, Le Roy nommera vn Mandarin
de son costé, et PEuesque du sien vne personne d’authorité, et ce
(quils regleront ensemble seva ponctucllement executé,

4. Led. Roy accorde pareillement que si quelques vns de ses
sujebs chrestiens, par vieillesse ou jnfirmité soit éuidemment ineap-
able de seruice, en se presentant & vn Mandavin que led.  Roy nom-
meva cg{? effet jls pourront estre dispensez du seruice jusques 4 leur
guerison,

5, Pour éuiter les jnjustices ot les persecubions quwon pourroit
faive aux nouneaux chrestiens, Le Roy de Siam accorde (9v°) que le
Mandarin dont il est parlé au second article soit Juge de tous leurs
procés, et afin’ déuiter toute longueur, ordonne que le Mandavin, apres
s'estre justruit de Paffaive, demandera Paduis de P'vn des Juges du Roy
anant que de rendre vn Jugement, afin quon n’en puisse point appeller.

Le Roy de Siam fera publier tous ses articles, par tous ses
Royaumes, afin que ses peuples connoissent (ue son jntention est que
lesd’. Missimnuaires apostoliques jouissent des d. privileges.

Munome presenté au Chlicr de Chaumeant de In part du Roy de
Siam,

Le Roy accordera toutes les choses que led’.  Chlier de Chauwnont
est chargé de demander, persuadé qu'il ne proposera rien. que le bien
des deux couronnes, cb qui puisse esbre contre Ihonneur dans lequel
jl s'est maintenu jusqu’a present.

Led’. Roy & cre® deuoir faive sgauoir aud. Ch, de Chawmont (101°)
quil court vn bruit dans toutes les Indes que les hollandois sont
resolus de molester ses terves, Bt comme de sa part ny de celle de
sos Ministres on n'a donné aucune oceasion aux hollandois d’en vser
aihsy, led”.  Roy croit que le seul motif qui les peut obliger & cela,
est Patfection qujl a tesmoigné & la nation frangoise.

Comme jl se veut maintenir dans Pvnion qu'il 4 auec Sa Majesté,
jl est embarrassé sur la manieve dont jl doib se comporter au cas que
les hollandois persistent dans leurs mauvaises jnbentions.

T1 voit bien vn moyen facile de s'accommoder auec les hollandois,
mais comme jl scait la baine qu'ils ont contre les frangois ot contre
ceux qui les regoiuent chez eux, jl demande aud Chlier de Chammont



210 B, W, Hureninsox [voL. Xxvil

‘
les meillems moyens pour pouuoir suiare jnelination naturelle qu’jl
4 de seruir la nation frangoisc.

Il marque que le plus grand jnterest qujl & en tout cela est
Thonneur des sujets de sa Ma. dont jl soubaite Laugmentation par
I'affection qu’jl leur porte.

Que sj1 fait fortifier ses places qui sans le secours de 1Art ont (10v°)
esbé jusques jey jmprenables, cdest pour asseurer le passage aux
frangois, et non pour deffendre son pays, ¢b si cela dure jusqu'a la
fin, jl les fera raser et jra au devant des hollandois, ou de ses autres
ennemis tels quils solent, & la teste de ses avmeds auec sed” elephans,
et toute cette grande puissance qui luy & donné la victoire sur tous
ses ennemis, ainsy qu'il est arrivé quand jl auoit la guerre aunec tous
ges voisins les Roys de Pegu, de Laos, de Chaoma et de Camboge
qui tous estoient a la teste de leurs troupes, et jl ne do@te point que
la victoire ne le suiue quand jl fera la’ guerre & des mavchands qui
luy ont tant d’obligation.

Responsk dud’. Chlier de Chaumont au Memoive.

L’ Esrar flovissant ou jl void le Royaume de Siam, le nombre presque
jnfini de ses peuples aguerris, et la grande quantité de forveresses
qua led. Roy de Siam, l'empesche de evoive que les hollandois soient
assez jmprudens pour oser abtaquer vn Prince qui les feroit bientost
repentir de leur temerité, (111°) Ce quile confirme encore dans cette
penseé est que led’. Roy ny ses Ministres ne leur ont jamais donné
aucun sujet legitime de plainte.

Sur ce qu'yl croit que I'animosité desd’. hollandois peut venir des
bong traitemens qujl a fait a la nation frangoise, I* est certain gue le
seul nom de sa Ma,® est capable d’empescher Jesd’. hollandois de se
declarer ses Ennemis, et jl oserait presque asseurer qu'ils se tiendront
dans les termes de la raison, quand ils sgauront Talliance estroite qui
est entre les deux couronnes, ce que luy de Chawmont leur fera
seauoir en termes wussi forts quil luy sern possible en sorte qu'ils
ne puissent pas douter qu'attaquer le Roy de Siam c’est offenser s
Majesté. :

A TEgavd de la maniere dont jl se doit comporter en cas qujl soit
obligé de faire la guerre aux hollandois, il aucit des troupes et des
vaissesux jl les offrivoit, et comme jl est obligé de s'en retourner,
tout ce qu'jl peut faive, est dassenver led’. Roy qujl ne doute point
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3 J H t('. 3 L) iy 4 Y :
que S Mat® on eas de guerre ne fasse fous sos efforks pour obliger
ses ennends & le ladsser jotiir en paix (11v°) de Ia gloire qu'jl gest
acquise,

A Tegurd de la compagnie frangoise, il ny a point de doute que
voyant les grands aduantages que led’.  Roy veut luy faire clle ne
, .
s'estublisse & s bon dang ' v fas n g

tuhligse L()’llbldt bon (]dﬂlh, son Royaume, et n'y fasse vn grand
commerce, principalement led’.  Roy luy accordant Singor.

AR ATRA NI | : .
Pri { ILEGES accordez par le Roy de Siam a la Compagnie
Francoise.

hed’. Roy accorde a lad’. Compagnic la permission destabliv vne
facturic dans le Royaume de Siam.

Tad’ compagnie pourra commercer librement dans led’. Royaume
sans payer aucuns droiets d’entreé ny de sovtic en souffrant la visite
par les ofliciers des Dotiauncs conformement aux coustumes du
Royaunie, »

Les commis de lad’. Cowpagnie ne powrout faive passer des
marchandises ostrangeres sous le nom de la Compagnie, et en cas
yuils le fasent ob que cela soib prouud la comp.® perdra lesd, priui-
leges (121°) jusqua ce que sau Ma.™ ayt jugé du cas.

Quant 4 la libertd du commerce, cela gentend yue lad.  Compa-
gnie aura liberté d'achepter et de vendre toute sorte de mavchandises
pouruen gwelles ne soient point de contrebande, lesquelles elle ne
pourra achepter que des gardes magasing du Roy, ou des marchands
qui les auront eiies d’eux,

Lad’.  Compagnie pourra vendre et achepter a sa volonté toutes
les marchandises™qui seront apportées dans le Royaume par des
estrangers, ou par des naturels du pays, on gqu'elle fera venir pour
son compte, of en cas que le Roy aylb besoin pour son seruice de
quelgque vnes desd’. marvchandises, Il les pourra prendre par pre-
ference,

Les Commis de lad’. compagnie ne pourront achepter desd’. mar-
chandises que pour le seruice de leurs Maistres, et en eas qu'ils nob-
seruent pas ce poinct, et quau contraire ils se mettent en societé auec
d'autres marchands lad’. comp.® perdra lesd’. privileges jusqu’a ce que
s Ma" tres chrestienne ayt jugé Paflaire.

Led’. Roy de Siam accorde que toutes les marchandises (12v°) que
lad'. Compagnie chyprgern pour son compte sur toute sortes de
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nauires estrangers soient exempbes de tous droicts d'entred eb do
sortie, _

Les Commis de lad’.  Compagnie ne powrront chavger pour le
compte d’autres que de lears Maistres, eb en cas quiils se seruent du
nom de lad’.  Compagnie pour faire passer d’autves marvel™ clles
seront eonfisquées.

Lad’. Compagnie pourra enuoyer des marchandises dans les lieux ou
elle n'a pas accoustumé d’ew faive transporter, et il luy sera permis
de fretter vn ou deux vaisseanx ou tant q.”e en aura besoinseb joliiva
des prinileges accordez au 3.° article. .

Tous les frangois qui ne sont point au seruice du Roy de Siawr ou
de ses Ministres venant & commettre quelque vol contre la Compagnie
ou entr'eux, ou quelquautre méchante action, la punjtion en sern
remise au Capitaine frangois, neantmoins en cas que quelqwvne des
parties ne soif pas contente du Jugement du Cap”® francois et
demande justice aux Ministres de Siam, lon surseoiva le Jugement
du Cap™ jusqu'a ce que sa (181°) Ma" en ayt ordomné, Bt en cas que
quelque frangois commette quelque action contre quelqu’yn du pays,
qui mevrite punition le Capitaine de la compagnie pourra aller prendre
place parmy les Juges du Roy de Siam, pour juger le proces cou-
formement aux Loix du Royaume, cependant il seroit plus & propos
que sa Ma." nowmast v Juge bien authorisé pour vendre la Justice
a vn chacun, sans que les officiers de la compagnic fussent obliges
d’jnterrompre leur commerce pour y vaquer.

Le Roy de Siam accorde a lad’. Compagnic le commerce de I'Estain
de Jonsalam eb de ses dependences a l'exelusion de toube autre nation,
auec permission d’y bastir vne facturie, & condition d’'en presenter lo
modele aux Ministres de Siam, qui apres lem aprobation, sera suiuy
de poinet en poinct sans aucun changem.® et sera lad’. comp.® obligeé
de porter & Jonsalam toutes les march. Y% necessaires au commeree
des habitans de ce licu et de ses dependences en sorte qu'ils ne soient
point obligez de vecowrir 4 d’autres moyens pour subuenir & leurs
necessitez, et si lad’. Compagnie n'obserue pas ce point exactement
lesd’. habitang pourront faire commerce auec les autres nabions sans
quils puissent estre accusez daller (13v°) contre le priuilege accordé.

Lad’. Compagnie pourra establiv des facturies dans les lienx du
Royaume de Siam qu'elle jugera propres au commerce, pourten qu'elle
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prenne Paprobation des Ministres du Royaume cf quelle n'en fasse
point bastiv sans permission.

En cas que quelque hastiment de Jad’, Campagnie fist nanfrage sur
les costes du Royanme de Siam, lo Cap.'® de lad’, compagnic pourra
en vebiver tout ce qui sern possible,

Le Roy de Siam accovde le Licu de Singor a lad’. compagnic auce
toutes ses dependences pour le fortiticr et en vser a sa volonté neant-
moing pour plusieurs lMSOl]S‘ il west pas & propos que cela S0t publié
Jusqua ca que Sa Ma." en ayt esté jnformée eb ayt fait scauoir ses
]ntuntlons

Led’. Roy ayant prié lay de Chaumont de visiter los forteresses de
Louuo, afin de voir ce qu'il y auvoit & faire, Il luy en vendit raison
dans Paudiance suinante.

Il luy dit ensuite de marquer vie place pour faire bastir vne Eglise
pour Vluesque, eb jl n’a point et d’andiance quil ne luy ayt parlé
dud’. 8" Euesque en luy tesmoignant auoir vne estime (142°) toute
particuliere pour luy et pour sa pieté,

Ce Roy luy a marqué aussy de la joye de ce que les Jesuistes
estoient dang vne grande vnion auee led. Euesque.

Dans voe audiance qu'jl luy donna dans les bois a la chasse, Il luy
dit de dire & Sa Majesté que s'il y auoit quelque formalité dans son
Royaume qui ne fust pas & I'vsage de france qu'elle n'auoit qu'a luy
tesmoigner, qu’jl les abolireit,

11 le chargea aussy de prier sa Ma.® de vouloir considerer le 8.
Constance, comme vne personne qui la seruoit bien, et Iuy dit que comme
led’.  S* Constance auoit beaucoup d’enuieux, qujl sevoit peut estre
obligé apres sa movt de quitter le Royaume et de se vetiver en france,

I1 le chargea aussy d’auvoir soin de ses Ambassadenrs, et dans sa
derniere audiance, jl le pria de bien dire toubes choses a sa Ma.t et
qujl n'auvoit rien de plus cher au monde que son amitié et qu’jl luy
tesmoigneroit la sienne dans toutes les oceasions, et qu’jl prioit sa
Majesté de luy faire scauoir les choses les plus curieuses qui seroient
dans toutes les Indes et qu’jl les fevoit faire auee plaisir.

(14v°) 11 & fait present 4 'Abbé de Lionne et au Pere levacher 4
chacun d’vn crucifix d'or en prenant econgé de luy, eb jl a fait de
grands honneurs 4 luy de Chaumont, et luy & donné vn vase d'or
appelld Bossette, qui est le plus grand honnenr que que (sic) le Roy
aecorde aux plus (ualifiez de son Royawme,
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Luy de Chaumont se lotie besucoup de PEuesque qui est Phomwe
du monde le plus pieux

Il wa rvien fait dans son Ambassade quil ne luy ayt connnuniqué
et aux S Abbez de Choisy et de Lionne qui sont sont deux per-
sonnes d'vn grand merite,

TRANSLATION

ACCoUNT oF THE CHEVALIER DE CHAUMONTS PROCEREDINGS TN Sraa,
. o

De Chaumont, on his ayrival at the Bar, sent to beg theﬁBishop of
Metellopolis to meet him on board, with the object of informing him
of the reactions in Siam to his BEmbassy. He told both the Bishop
and the Abbé de Lionne, who accompanied the Bishop, that the chief
motive of his Bmbassy was to prevail finally upon the King of Siam
to become a Christian, since His Majesty had been informed that
the former was wuch inclined to accept that faith, and that upon the
appeavance of an Ambassador there was no doubt but that he would
do so.

The Bishop showed surprise that the King’s conversmn had been
represented as such a simple matter, and explained that it was nob
so imminent as was supposed, although the King was well disposed
towards the Christian religion, and gave constant proof of his senti-
ments by building churches for the missionaries, and by displaying
his tucndqlup of them in granting all theiv requests. He added that,
,thhout!h the Embassy was cortain to produce an exeellent effect,
important steps still remained to be talken.

They agreed upon the procedure to be adopted=for the successful
issae of the business, and decided to approach Mr. Constant, the
King’s special favourite, who was o Catholic as well as a good and
respecbed wan. The Bishop having vemarked that the personal
interests of this Royal favourite were centered solely on the increase
of Tis own prestige, the Abbé de Lionne, who was present, suggested
approaching him along these lines, adding that honours such ag o
Knighthood iu the order of St. Michael were ab the disposal of the
King of France: he even went so far as to mention the “ cordon bleu.”
The ]«Lttul sug ﬂestmn «‘vol\ed a certain amount of opposition from de

) : , -
W md\ in ln.L( 1~.L.lv\ h(uu heen added by the transiator to elucidate
the text.

P
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Chaumont, but when ALbé de Lionne had convineed hiw that matters
might be considerably advanced theveby, he hrought himself to agree
that he might make such an offer to him, supposing that he prevail-
od upon the King of Siam to adopt the Christian veligion,

The said M. de Lionne then saw My, Constant and submitted the
offer to him.  His veception of it was to exclaim against the honour
shown him and to promise the use of all the influence he possessed
with the King in ovder to bring the matter to a happy conclusion,
protesting that veligious zeal was his sole motive. :

A few days laber, the said Mr. Constant eame to see de Chanmont
ab his camp two leagnes below Ayut'ya and had w long conference
with him at which the Bishop assisted.  De Chaumont loaded him
with compliments and told him he had decided, in view of My Con-
sbant’s knowh integrity and of his zeal for Cheistianity, to keep
nothing secret from him concerning the Hmbassy. Thereupon de
Chawmmont told him that the ohject of the Embassy was to persuade the
King of Siam to become a Christian,  The said Mr. Constant, like the
Bishop, showed surprise vhat the matter could have been represented
in France agbeing so simple: his own idea was that it was premature,
and that appropriate steps were reguired to prepare the way for it

The Bishop then read out the text of the address which de
Chaumont was to deliver to the king. Mr. Constant observed that
it was rather tov insistent, and suggested certain cxeisions. The
Bishop communicabed this to de Chanmont, since Mr. Constant does
not speak Krench, but de Chaumont was wnwilling to make any
excision.  When translating into Portugnese the Bishop left out
minor passages which he considered unimportant.  The said M.
Constant asked that he should bel!) the interpreter st the Audiences,
and the Bishop considered that it would he impossible to vefuse hiw,
sinee the King of Siam had entrusted him with all the husiness of
the Embasgy.

At his first audience, after de Chavwmont had paid his respects to
the King and they had been translated into Siamese by the said
My, Constant, the King enquived after the health of the King of
Framce and of all the Royal Family, asking whether he had made

any recent conquests.  He was informed that the only conquest swas

(1) The text rends “Constance ayant demandé o exté interpretd "—which

appears corrupt.
ppe pu .
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that of Luxemburg, the whieh had compelled all Kurope to sue His
Majesty for peace, and that His Majesty had accorded it at the head
of his (victorious) arinies.

The King then spoke of the Ambassadors whom he had despatehed
and who had perished : whereupon de Chauwmont stated that His
Majesty had been much affected by this loss, and that hearing a
rumour to the effect that the Duteh had been responsible for i,
he had iustructed his Ambassador to Holland to make searching
elquiries in the hope of bringing something to light. p

The King asked whether His Majesty had received satisfaction
for the Bantam business. de Chaumont replied that he was certain
His Majesty had obtained all the redress demanded, and that he sailed
ab a time when the matber was still under discussion.

On withdrawing, the King seemed to him to be nfuch ivritated
against the Duteh. That evening Mr. Constant called upon de
Chawmmnont and reported that the King was delighted with their fivst
audience. He then disclosed the concern which they (the Siamese)
felt about the Duteh and their desive to take certain concerted steps
with His Majesty about the matter. de Chaumont on Itis part con-
fined himself to polite expressions on the subject, and received Mr,
Constant's promise of a private interview with the King in two
days time,

At the interview, de Chawmont took his seat after offering saluba-
tiong. The King, having asked about his health and about that of
his suite after so long a voyage, proceeded to declarve lis certainty
that the Dutch meditated an attack on hiw; saying he had observed
that his desive for close and friendly relations With His Majesty
would cause them jealousy, and he was confident that they would do
what they could to obstruct the trade of the Trench Company in his
dominions. de Chaumont repliéd that he had no doubt the know-
ledge of the close ties existing between the Kings of France and
Siam would keep them faithful to the respect which they owed to
His Majesty. To which the King replied that the Dutch were cun-
ning ; that they would do their best to thwart the Company’s trade
and that steps must he taken to prevent them. He added that up
to now the Company had treated trade in his realm with much neg-
lect.  de Chawmont assured him that this would oceur no longer
now that the Company was in posseesion of mgre capital than in the

»
L
[
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past, and know of His Majesty’s intention to atford it every pro-
tection.

The King of Siam said further that it is at the qtzu't that special
precautions must be hrought to heav: to which de Chaumont re-
plied that His Majesty would take such oxact steps as to prevent the
Duteh from hazarding any undortaking, since the punishment they
had received in their wars against him would still he fresh in theiv
memory.

The King then asked de Chawmont whether he had anything to
say to hith,  The latter replied that the sole object of his mission
was to declave His Majesty’'s carnest desire that the King should
consent to take instruction in the Christian veligion,

The King withdrew. Next day Mr. Constant called on de Chau-
mont and spdke at length to him on the subject of the Dutch, by
which he gave evidence of his great apprehension of them. He ask-
ed whether de Chaumont was in possession of full powers from His
Majesty, and suggested adroitly that the King of Siam would wel-
come an offensive and defensive pact against the Duteh. de Chau-
mont in turne said that although he was certain His Majesty would
do much for the King of Siam, the object however of his visit was
not to prepare a war, but to declare to the King His Majesty’s desive
that he should become a Christain,  Mr. Constant, whose assistance
in the matter was solicibed, said that there was much to be done in
that matter, and that even if the King was ready to embrace Chris-
tianity, it was doubtful whether he himself would advise him to do
%0, in view of the great uprising which might be occasioned thereby
in the country, siffee the King had a brother who was only waiting
for some pretext to provoke it.

Some days later the King granted de Chaumont zmoth(m interview
at which he asked whether he had any snggestions to make concerning
trade; to which de Chaumont replied that it was a matter which
required a certain time to discuss it: should the King be pleaged to
appoint one of his Ministers, he would confer with him. The King
appointed Mr, Constant. de Chaumont having then offered to submit
a memorandum on the points of religion and trade, the King promised
a reply, and expressed at the same time his firm convietion of the
disinterested nature of His Majesty’s friendship.

de Chaumont, on refurning to his quarters, drew up the following
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memorandum, devoted almost exclusively to the religious issue, with
only a brief veference to trade. His object was to prove that the
veligious issue was the sole motive of his mission. ‘

Chevalier de Chaumont’s Memovandum to the King of Siam.

He is commissioned by His Majesty, who had heard of the King’s
great qualities, to crave the King’s friendship and to offer him his
own in return, with the object of forming an alliance hetween the
two kingdoms to remain for ever unaflfected by the distuncp(y separatb-
ing then.

Since the Siamese Ministers in their letters to the Ministers of
" France have asked for suggestions as to the manner by which this
alliance could he so strongly cemented as to be handed(down to the
successors of these monarchs, His Majesty vecords his conviction that
the strongest cement is the bond of a faith held by both in common,

The motive of de Chaumont’s mission is to beg the King to accept
this bond.  With it in view His Majesty has commissioned him to
place at the disposal of the King of Siam his land and sea forces, his
armies and ships, and everything which can minister t& the King's
renown and to his country’s weal. If the King agrees, His Majesty
on his side will be ready to take all other steps which the King
deems requisite for making the friendship unending into which both
sides are disposed to enter. This is the sole mabter entrusted to
him by His Majesty : His Majesty urged him, however, through the
(King’s) Minister to use all his influence with the Siansese Court in
favour of the Company of France. '

This Memorandum was handed to Mr, Constant Tor presentation to
the King.  Two days later Mr. Constant called on him (de Chaumont)
appearing to be somewhat cmbarrassed, and stated that the effect of
the references in the Memorandum to religion would be other than
that expected, since he had had a long talk on the subject with the
King, in which he had told the King that until then he had disguised
the motive of de Chawmont’s Embassy, which was the question of the
Chuistian religion. This had greatly surprised the King, who had ex-
claimed :

“The desire of the King of France is then to make s Christian
“of me, It is no light matter to abandon a religion which has
“heen held hy our Royal Family for celgtuvies, Furthermore,
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“Af the Creator had xo willed it, all nations would have had the
“same religion,”

adding, that as it was obvious that Hig Majesty’s proposal had heen
nspived by feelings of friendship, he would give the matter hisatten-
tion, and would veply to the Memorandum,

de Chatumont was amazed at My, Constant’s admission that he had
only then for the first time revealed the motive of the Embassy to
the King, and had never interpreted any of de Chammont's many re-
forences o dwum in any of the audiences owing to a convietion that
the matter was not sufficiently mature to he broached to the King,
This statement cansed great annoyance to de Chaumont. My, Con-
stant showed his surprise thereat, and proceeded to hand him the
King of Siwm’s answer to his Memorandum, and produced many
arguments by which he hoped to convinee him that the line to he
adopted was to convert some of the officials and many of the people,
to begin with, a matter which he knew would meet with no dis-
approval from the King of Siawm, who, because of his affection for the
Bishop, would not fail to grant the latter powers which would he
heneficial for the Faith.

de Chawmont failed to understand the reason why the said Mr.
Congtant should not have spoken about the Christian religion unless
it was that he, de Chaumont, had other proposals to make to the King,
and that his motive for insisting at all on the subject (of veligion)
was simply o test the King’s attitude towards it.

Reply given to de Chaumont’s Memoranduni,

The King of Siam thanks His Majesty for the great friendliness he
has shown towards him, and regrets that the wethod chosen by His
Majesty for perpetuating the mutual friendship of their countries in
accordance with his own ardent desive should be go difficult to apply,
to wit, the change of a Religion, which has been practised without

o break for 2229 years; and he calls the world to witness whether

such a change would be easy.

Furthermore, the King submits that the true God, the creator of -

all thingg, had he wished it, could have created but a single Religion.
Yet be showed his preference for diversity in matters of veligion, as
in all the works of nature. Nevertheless, the King places himself in
the hands of the divine Providence to dispose of his person and king-
dom as seems hest to I,
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Meanwhile, the King assuves Hig Majesty of the firm and un.
changing nature of hig friendship; and in place of the method
above-mentioned, which he cannot yet adopt, hie declares that nothing
can change or impede during his life-time the rvelations so much
desired ; also, that he will take steps to ensure that his suceessors
observe them after his death. As proof of the sincerity of his
professions, the King empowers His Majesty to treat his suecessors
and their dominions as his enemies if they neglect to carry out his
wishes, and even to take possession.of his throne.

The King states his readiness at any time to sign a trewtv under
whieh his successors will be obliged to carry out his wishes in this
matter.

The King will grant the French Company all the facilities which it
ean in reason expect. ‘

Eight days after this reply had been communicated to him, de
Chaumont waited upon the King who was at Louvo.®t) Mr. Constant
there confided to him the substance of a talk he had had with the
King on the subject of religion, in which he had found the King more
reasonable than he had expected : this led him to believé that.theve
were grounds for hope, but that they must be prepared in all
matters to wait upon God’s own good time. Mr. Congtant came
back to see de Chavmont a few days later, and reported that all was
going famously. He chose that occasion to hand to de Chaumont a
memorandum of the requests he was submitting to the King on the
subject of the Bishop and Missionavies. The followingris what has
been granted.

Privileges granted to the Apostolic Missionaries by the King
of Siam throughout the length and breadth of his realm,

1. The King of Siam will have a proclamation posted in every
city of hig realm authorising both the Apostolic Missionaries to
preach the Christian religion therein, also the people to use their own
discretion in giving ear to them, with complete freedom from any
possible interference from Governors or other officials, provided that
the said Missionaries, in preaching the Divine Faith, shall not under
any pretext whatsoever instill into the heart of the people any new
notions directed acrmmt the GovemmenL and Laws of the land, In

1 4.e. Lopburi,
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the event of sueh action by the Missionavies, the privilege will lapse,
and the Missionary responsible will be arrested and sent back to
France and forbidden to set foot again in the Kingdom under pain
of death.

2. The King of Siam permits the Apostolic Missionaries to
insbruct any of his natural-born subjects in auy of the sciences, and
to receive them into any of their monasteries, schools, and dwellings
with similar privileges to those enjoyed in the other monasteries of
Siam,and without constraint from anyone. The said Missionaries ave
allowed to teach science, law, and any other subjects that &ve com-
patible with, the Government and Laws of the realm, Should a
violation of this privilege be proved by two undisputed witnesses to
have occurred, the privilege will lapse, and the schoolmaster and his -
pupil will be subjected to the penalties preseribed in the first article.
Provided however that the said Missionaries do not exceed the terms-
of their privilege, all the cases to which they are parties shall be
tried by an Official whom the Bishop shall nominate, and the King
will appoint, provided he is competent to perform these duties,

3. The said King also grants to any of his subjects who adopt
Christianity of their own free will that they shall enjoy the privil-
eges conceded to the Chuistians, and be exempt on Sundays and
TFeasts of the Chureh, except in an emergency, from all obligations
to their official headmen, and since there must be a Court with juris-
diction to decide upon the plea of emergency, in order to avoid all
dispubes on the subject an official shall be nominated by the King,
and a responsible person by the Bishop, and their joint decisions
shall be carried owh to the full.

4, The said King likewise grants that any of his Christian subjects
who are indisputably incapacitated for public service by age or
infirmity shall be permitted to obtain exemption from such service
until healed by malking application to an Official appointed for this®
purpose by the King.

5. To protect Christian converts from any injustice or persecution
to which they might be lable, the King of Siam allows that the
Official mentioned in the second article shall be judge in all their
litigation. Furthermore, in order to avoid delay, he decrees that the

(1) The French “leurs Mandaving” denotes what was called by TLa Loubére

¢ chefs de bande. " .
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Official after sbudying the case shall apply for an opinion to one of
the King’s judges before giving judgment, to the end that there bhe
no appeal against it.

The King of Siam will haye these articles proclaimed throughout
his vealm in order that his people may know that it is his will that
the Apostolic Missionaries enjoy the privileges set forth above.

Memorandum submitted o Chevalier de Chaumont on behalf of the

King of Sian.
r

The King will grant all that the said Chevalier de Chaumont i
instructed to ask for, being assured that none of his proposals avill
conflict with the interests of either Crown or with his own actual
honour, .
~ The said King feels it incumbent upon him to apprise the said
Chevalier de Chaumont of the fact that a rumonr is current all over

- the Indies that the Duteh have made up their minds to atback his
dominions, and since no cause for such action has heen given them
either by him or his Ministers, the said King believes that the only
motive which can drive them thereto is the attachment fie has shown
to the French nation. _

Sinee it is his intention to abide by the amity which he has with
His Majesty he is at a loss how he should act in the event of the
Dutel persisting in their evil designs.

He is wware, 'bis true, of an easy method of settling with the
Duteh ; bub as he knows the hatred they bear to the French and to
those who entertain them, he enquires of the gaid Chevalier de
Chaumont by what wmeans he can best follow his natural propensity
of serving the French nation. e points oub that his greatest inter-
est in all this affair is for the honour of His Majesty’s subjects whose
*aggrandisement he desives by veason of the affection he bears them.

If he fortifies his strongholds, which until now have been im-
pregnable without the aid of defenses, it is for the purpose of
assuring freedom of movement to the French, and not for that of
protecting his country. And if the worst comes, he will level them
to the ground, and go out to meet the Dutch, or any other of hig
enemies whosoever they may be, at the head of hig armies, with his
Elephants, and with all that great Might syhich has given him




I FOUR PRENCH STATE MANUSCRIPTS 223

vietory over his foos, as happened when he was at war with the
Kings of Pegy, of the Laos, of Choma,™ and of Cambodia, all of
which were ab the head of their troops ; and he has no doubt but that
victory will follow him when he makes war upon (a nation of) mer-
chants, who are so deoply indebted to him,

Chevalier de Chaumont’s reply to the King’s Memorandum,

In view of the flourishing condition of Siam, which all can sce, of
the wellaigh unlimited number of its inhabitants trained for war,
and of the many strongholds possessed by the King of Siam, de
Chaumont cannot credit the Duteh with such temerity as to attack a
Monareh who would quickly make them rue their rashness; and what
confiving him qtlll more in this view is that neither the said King
nov his Ministers have cver given them genuine cause of complaint.

Concerning the King's belief that the favours shown by him to the
French nation may be the ground of the ill will felt by the Dutch, de
Chaumont is convinced thab the mere mention of His Majesty’s name
is enough to deter the Dutch from declaring themselves his enemies,
and he wouldl go so far as to wager thab the news of the intimate
alliance which exists between the two Crowns will keep them within
the bounds of reason,—which news de Chaumont himself will impart
to them in the strongest terms so as to leave them no room for doubt
that an attack upon the King of Siam is tantamount to a challenge
to His Majesty of France.

Regarding the procedure to be followed in the event of war being
foreed upon Siam by the Duteh, if de Chaumont had men and ships
ab his disposal he would offer ‘them ; but since he is obliged to return
home, all that he ean do is to assure the King of his conviction that
His Majesty, in the event of war, would use every effort to compel

the King’s enemies to leave him to enjoy in peace the fruits of the.

renown he has won,

As to the French Company, there is no doubt, in view of the
facilities the said King is prepared to grant it, that it will make an
establishment in Siam for good and all, and thatb it will trade exten-
sively thevein, especially now that Singor has been granted to it by

the King.

My e Chiengmai (?)

@ &
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Privileges granted by the King of Siam to the Freneh Compaty.

1. The said-King grants the said-Company permission to establish
a Factory in the Kingdom of Siam. The said Company will have
free right to trade in the said Kingdom with exemption from all
duties either on imports or exports, subject however to ingpection by
Customs officials in accordance with the usage of the country.

2. The Company’s Agents will be forbidden to ship foreign goods
under the Company’s name. Should they be proved to have done so,
the Company will be deprived of these privileges pending judgment
of the case by His Majesty (of France).

3. Freedom of Trade means that the Company will enjoy freedom
to buy and sell all manner of goods provided they are not «contra-
band.”™)

4. The Company will enjoy the right to buy and sell at will any

r

goods imported by foreigners or by natives of the country, or im-
ported by the Company for its own account, provided that the King
hag preemptive rights over any of the said goods he may need for
his service. ‘

5. The Agents of the Company may purchase :my' of the said
goods, but only for the service of their master. If they fail to
observe their stipulation and enter into association with other
traders, the Company will forfeit the right to the concessions ahove-
mentioned pending the judgement of His Most Christian Majesty
upon the case. .

6.. The King of Siam will accord complete exemption from import
and export duties to all goods which the Company.sarries in all sorts
of foreign bottoms for its own account..

7. The Agents of the Company may not have goods for the account
of others than their master; and should they usc the name of the
Company for the purpose of shipping other goods, these will be con-
fiscabed.

8. The Company is authorised to introduce goods into places in
whieh it is not usually accustomed to do so, and to hire as many
shipg—from one or two vessels upwards—ag it may need ; and it
shall enjoy the privileges extended under article 3.

(1) 4. e. Goods in which the state reserved to itself the sole right to trade
and which, when traded without pevmission, became contraband,
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0. Tt any Frenchwan outside the service of either the Siamese
King or his ministers should happen to commit some theft or other
wmischicvous action against the Company or against his fellow coun-
trymen, the punishment thereof should be transterred to the juris-
diction of the Captain of the French. Should either party disagree
with the French Captain’s verdict and appeal to the Siamese Minister
for justice, the decision of the French Captain shall be held in sus-
pense pending ovders from His Majesty ; and should some Frenchman
commit some action deserving of punishment againt any native of the
country, the Captain of the (French) Company has the vight to sit on
the bench among the King’s Magistrates to adjudicate in accordance
with the laws of the realm, It would however be preferable if His
Majesty would appoint a judge to dispense justice due to each and
every one, so that the Company’s servant be spaved the necessity of
suspending thelr trade to attend thereto.

10. The King of Siam grants to the Company the sole right to the
tin trade in Junkceylon and its dependencies, excluding all other
nations, and permits the construction of a Factory subject to the sub-
mission of plans thereof to the Minister for his approval, the which
shall be followed in every particular without alteration. Furbher-
more, the Company will be under obligation to ship to Junkeeylon
such goods as are needed hy the inhabitants thereof for their trade, so

“asto save them from having recourse to ofher means for supplying their
needs. The latter, failing strict compliance with this requirement on
the part of»the Company, will be authorised to trade with other
nations without Liability to complaint concerning infringement of the
Company’s privileye.

11. The Company will have the right to open Factories in such
places as it shall deem favourable for trade within the Kingdom of
Siaan, provided it obtaing the approval of the Siamese Ministers, and
that it will have no building erected without sanction.

12, The Captain of any of the Cowmpany’s ships wrecked upon
the Siamese coast will have the vight to salvage all that he can.

138. The King of Siam grants the place of Singor with all its de-
pendencies to the Company, with the vight to fortify it and to malke
such use of it as it is desived. Nevertheless it is inexpedient for
varvious reasons that this concession be made public before His Majes-
ty shall have heen infprmed, and shall have made known his pleasure.

- e
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The said King (of Siam), having vequested de Chaumont to insfiect
the defences of Louvo and to see what shall be done theveto, de
Chaumont made his veport at the next audience.  EHeo then told him
to fix a gite for building a chureh for the Bishop. There was nob
an Audience at which the King did not mention to him the said Lowd
Bishop in terms of great regard hoth for his person and for his picty;
he also expressed to him his delight that a close union existed
hetween the Jesuits and the said Bishop. :

The King granted de Chaumont an Audience at a huntipg party
in the woods during which he told him to inform His Majésty of the
fact that the latter had only to advise the King of any Siamese cus-
tom which confliets with French etiguette in order to obtain its
abolition. e also commissioned de Chaumont to recommend Mr.
Constant to His Majesty as a faithful servant, adding that sinee Mr.
Congtant had incwrred the envy of many, he might be obliged to
leave Siam and retire to France on the King’s death.

The king also commended his envoys for France to de Chawnont’s
care, begging him at the final Audience to tell His Majesty every-
thing, and that his friendship for him was his most prized possession
in the world, and that he would omit no opportunity of showing his
own friendly feelings, and that he begged His Majesty to name the
most curious objects to be found in all the Indies and he would then
gladly send thew to him. ]

Both Abbé de Lionne and Father Vachet, on taking their leave, were
presented with a golden crucifix: de Chawmont himself was the reci-
pient of great honowrs including & vessel of gold called « Bossetbe” 1)
which is the highest distinetion the King grants to the most de-
serving in hig land.

de Chawmnont is very pleased with the Bishop, than whom no more
holy man exists in the world: nothing which occurred during the Ewm-
bassy has been kept secret from him or from the Abbés de Choisy and
de Lionne, both men of high merit.

W 5. ‘P'ant'ong’.
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b 1V
(351°) Observations poar servir a PIuste ucLJon des an)yw( )
du Roy vers le Roy de Siam touchant le Commerce,
Marine Des Pannee 7682, Le Roy de Siam par lentremise de M.
Sian Constance offvit an S* Des Landes Chef du Comptoir de
1687 la Comp™® lequel Sestoit acquis une par(ticulilere confiance

aupres de Iy eb du 8" Constance de gentremettre pour
faive bativ vne forteresse a Jort dou les Hollandois auoient
Bste chasses, et Tuy ouvrir pour cet effet diuers moyens
dans lesquels il n'osn entrer quoy quil connust Ijmportance
de cet Etablissement, de quoy ayant donne avis au 8* Baron
lovs divectenr general dans les Jndes Bt la Compagnie en
zLyLmt esté informee des 1684, elle n'y a eu aucune at-
tention.

Le Roy de Siam auvoit aussi lors offert aud’ Deslandes de
faive chavrger dans ses vaisseaux en quelquendroit quils
allagsent toubtes les marchandises qu'il voudroit, et de fairve
rewenir le prouenu en cuiure, sans payer ny fret ny droits.

Il y auoit eu aussi vn projet pour laive aller a droituve
de france en Janvier vn Nauire auec une cavgaison de
300,000 moitis en dvaps, et Pautre moitié en comptant que le
Roy prendroit les draps a 20 et 25 (35v°) pour cent de proffit
sur la facbure eb Vargent an prix courant, pour estre rechargé
o Siam en Septembre de Salpestre ot le vestant en Cuiure
ot Katain, atlin de veveniv a la fin de decembre a la coste de
Covomamdel] y chargexr des toilles, et demeurer leste de sal-
pestre et vepartir de la coste au commancem(en)t de feurier.

Les Siamois soupgonnoient des lovs que les Hollandois
avolent dessein de semparer de Bankoc, eb ils communi-
querent leurs zoupgons au d’ Deslandes,

It comme Jes Hollandois anoient demande dans e mesme
temps avee empressement Jonsalam pour y faire le com-
merce o lexclugion des autres Nations le dit Deslandes
Pempescha et on luy donna esperance dy establiv la
Compagnie,

11 fit ensuite vn tra,ltto pour le pomr pax lbquel il fub

() M.** de La Loubeye et Oeberet.
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accordé que la dix.® partic ou la 5.9 s elle ne suflisoit pas pour(; la
consommation du Royaume seroit pour lo Roy de Siam Et que le
restant seroib liuré a la Comp.'® sur le pied de 3. 1o liure ob deffences
aux Etrangers ou autres personnes d’'en enlever hors du Royaune.

Le Roy de Siam voyant qu’il sestoit passé (30r°) deux ang sansg
que la Compagnie se fust mis en Etat de faire aucun commerce
enuoya le d’ Deslandes a la fin de 7684 a Suratte pour auertiv dudit
Traitté, et pour prendre des mesures sur les ditferentes propositions
qui auoient este faittes. -

De sorte que quand M. De Chawmont est arrive & Siam Led’ S Des-
landes, qui paroit vn des plus habiles sujets que la compagnie aytaux
Indes, ny estoit pas, et il ny est point revenu, Kt les affaires ont este
a la disposition dvn Nomme Veret jouailler de Paris saps experience
ny ouverture pour les affaires de la qualité de celles dont il estoit
(uestion.

De sorte que le ¢’ S, De Chaumont lequel sur les diverses sollicita-
tions qui luy ont este faittes de viue voix et par Eerit de prendre des
" mesures pour la seureté du commerce de la comp'® ayant toujours res-
pondu qu’il nestoit venu que pour la econuersion du Roy il-n’a point este
ayde comme il Iauroit pt estre dvn homwme d’experience et il a fait
un traitte dont les conditions sont tres captieuses,

Outre quil adit qu'on anoit offert Bankoe il paroit par tout ce qui
est rapporte dans le memoire quil a fourny a son retour en france des
choses qui se sont (36v°) passées, que le Roy de Siam estoif dans vn tres
grand ambaras al Egard des Hollandais, En sort que ce Prince se remet-
boit pour cet effet a la diseretion du &’ 8.* De Chawmont. Ce sont les
termes dont le Roy de Siam sest seruy dans le memorial remis au &’
3" de Chaumont a Louvo par M. Constance apres y auoir esnonce les
soupgons contre les Hollandois et demandé comment Sa Ma.' Siamoise
auroit & en vser en cas de Guerre, ot marquant precisement quil
n'auoit besoin de ses places fortiffides que pour assurer le passage aux
francois, Bt quautrement il les feroit raser pour aller au deuant des
Hollandois, ‘

Cependant le d. 8 de Chaumont ne laissa pas de faire vn traitte
aud’ Louvo le 11. decembic avee le S.* Constance ot depuis vn aufbre
pour le poiure,

Ce traitte comprend quelques dispo(sitijons p(rincipal)es
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¥ Suwr la demande dvn Commerce libre ob de 1 exemplion des
dvoits.

On aceorde Pexemption des droits, eb Ja Tibertd dachotor de touttes
sorbes de marchandises pourven gqwelles ne soient point de contre-
bande, et o la charge de ne les pounoir acheter que des garde maga-
zins (371°) du Roy Ef al Egard de celles qui seroient apportées par les
Ltrgngers Bt que Ja Compagnie aura fait venir pour son compte gue
la Comp.® les pourn acheter et vendre a sa volonté, it Neantmoins
que si le ,Roy o besoin pour son service de quelqu(es) vnes des dites
marchandiyes il les powa prendre avee toutte prelerence

Il est aussy porte qu'en cas d’abus par les commis de la Compagnie,
elle perdra ses privileges, jusques a ce que Jo Roy tres chrestien ayt
jugé Paffairve.

Par la digpdsition de ceb article Le Roy de Siam ne donne vien ala
Compagnie laquelle demeure a la discretion des officiers du Roy de
Siam pour prendre les marvchandises de france a vil prfx, et celles du
Royaume et des Btrangers aussy cher qu'ils voudvont. Les missionn-
(ai)res sont demeurds daccord et ont donné auis que Ia compagnie ne
pouvoit fairesvn bon commerce sous ces conditions particulierement
par ce que quelque bonne volonté qu'ayt le Roy de Siam, de quoy on
ne peut doutter, on seroit toujours molesté por ses otficiers.

Cest pourquoy estant a presumer que le Roy de Siawm se trouvera
dans la digposition d’accorder toutbes sortes de conditions (87v°) raison-
nables et auantageuses, On estime que les enuoyés doiuent faive
Instance povw auoir auec Iexemption des droits desja accordez, la
liberté entidre de vondre les marchandises quelle fera apporter, sauf a
conuenir avee le Roy de Siam de luy vendre en qualité et quantité
celles dont on conuiendra avee Sa Majosté Simmoise aux prix et
conditions dont on demeurera d’accord comm’aussy de pouuoir acheter
les march(andise)s du Royaume de Siam et celles qui y seront
apportées de dehors librement.

Si neantmoins on ne pounoit obtenir cette liberté entiére en tout
il serait Necessaive d'jusister powr auoir celle d’acheter les marchan-
dises du Royaume et du dehors sans estre forcé de passer par les
mains des officiers du Roy.

Et en tout cas les d’ envoyez sevoie(nt) chargés de conuenir an moing
du prix auguel le Roy de Siam prendroit les marchandises de {rance
et de la. coste, ce qu’m} estime qui se deuroit regler n 20 eb 25, pour
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cent de profiit swr Ta Lacture pour les mavchandises de france sclonfles
qualités que le Roy donneroit en cchange des marchandises du Japon
De la Chine et des autres Estats des Indes a 8 et 10 pour cent de
profiit du prix cotitant sur les lieux a proportion de la distance (381°)
des lieux pour en faire vne avec les 20 eb 25. pour cent sur les mar-
chandises de france, et de ce qui sera stipulé pour les marchandises de
Suvatte, de Coromandel et de Bengalle que la Compagnie fera apporter
a 10 pour %.

A legard des marchandises du ertt du Royaume de Siam on
estime que les enuoyez ne se doivent pas departiv de la diberté de
les acheter des part(iculi)ers au prix courant.

Comme il paroit que les Hollandois ont la liberté de faive com-
merce de quelq(ues) unes des marchandises de contrebande comme
Nids doyseaux, Aquila calamba et calin et autres, il est necessaire
dobtenir le mesme privilege pour la Comp(agn)ie.

Et o Vegard de la privation des priuvileges en cag d’abuy par les
commis de la Compagnie, comme elle feroit perdre touttes les mesures
pour la continuation du commerce §1l falloit attendre de france le
Jugement du Roy, cette disposition doit estre changée ep la peine de
la contiscation des marchandises pour lesquelles Les commis de la
Comp(agn)ie pouront auoir presté leur nom,

Le Roy de Siam accorde par le (38v°) troisieme article la liberté de
charger pour son compte toutte sorte de marchandises exemptes de
droits d’entre et sortie sur les Navires Etrangers.

Pax cet article il est sous entendu que nonobstant Iarticle prece-
dent la comp pourra reserner les marchandises pour les cnuoyer
librement hors du Royaume de Siam, Neantmoing il est necessaive
de Pexprimer,

Al est accordd par le 4.° article de pouvoir enuoyer des marchan-
dises cb de fretber vn ou deux vaisseaux avec les mesmes exemptions
au 3.° art(icle).

In BST NEOHSSAIRE QUE LS ENUOYES STIPULENT LBS MESMES EX-
PRESSIONS QU'EN L'ARTICLE PRECEDENT,

Le Roy de Siam propose par le 5.° &1&(1@1@) de faire nommer vn
Juge par le Roy pour les contestations qui pourroie(nt) arriver entre
les francois et pour prendve Place entre les Juges du Royaume pour
les contesta(tijons entre les francois et les Siamois et Etrangers,

- Le commerce de Pestain de Jonsalam est accordé'a la Compagnie o

”
L
”n
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Pestelusion des antbres Nations a condition do portor (39r°) aux habi-
bants du dgit) Josalan eb depend(an)ees les marchandises necessaives o
leur commerce & peine de privation du priuilege.

Il & esté remarqué depuis peu par la carte et les differens memoires
que Jonsalam est a la coste du Nort de Malaca et nest pas eloigné de
Merguy et de Tenacerim mesmes que de Singov il y a vne riuiere
que vemonbe fort prest du d(it) Jonsalam de sorte quon pourroit
Juger yue sil y anott v port au d(it) Jonsalam auec les mesmes
commoditez qua Merguy, il seroit tres avantageux a la comp(agn)ie
non seulem(ent) pour la vetraitte des vaisseaux qui yroient de la
coste et pendant Thiver, mais mesme powr faive le commerce des mar-
chandises du sud sans estre obligé de passer par le detroib de la
Sonde, et pan celuy de Malaca™ surtout pour charger les poinres dont
on dit que la plug grande quantité sera receuillie dans les dependances
de Ligor qui nest qu'a 20. lieues-de Singor.

Comume le Choix de Jonsalam ou de Merguy depend de la verité
pour les plus grandes commodites du commerce et la sureté des
v(algse)aux si les Enuoyés ne peavent auoir vne connaissance certaine
de la commodité et avantage de 'un des lieux quils doiuent deman-
der pour faire vn Etablissement libre et solide a (39v°) la coste
du Nort, ils doiuent enuoyer a leur arrivée a Siam des personnes
seures et d’experience aux d(its) lieux de Singor, Ligor, Jonsalam et
Merguy affin de se determiner pour obtenir le plus conucnable avee
le Gouvernetent d vn des d(its) lieux,

Les d(its) Enuoyez doiuent examiner en quoy consiste I'obliga(tijon
de fournir des March(andi)ses aux habitants de Jonsalam ou dvn
au(tre) lieu qui sera accordé, aflin que cette clause ne puisse rendre
illusoires les auantages quon se promettra de cetbestablissement.

Par le 9.° et dernier article du traitté de M. de Chammont Le Roy
de Siam accorde n Sa Ma(jes)té le lien de Singor et ses dependances
pour se fortiffier eb cn vser a sa volonté, avee la reserve de tenir Ia
chose secrette jusq(u)ace que Sa Ma(jes)té ayt fait scauoir sa ve-
solution.

Tout ce qui a estd veceuilly des memoires de M. de Choisy, de ce
qWa eserit M. de Meteleopolig, et de ce (ui a esté rapporté par
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uelgques par(ticulijers qui sont reveuus de Siam, faict conuoistre.?)

17 Que la situation de Singor est tres avantag(euse)pomr estre
fortiflié avee pea de depence, qu'on peut demeurer a la Rade pendant
huit mois en toutte seiivebé, of quon peut se retiver pendant les
Vents de Nort st a (401°) Ligor qui n’est qua 20. lieues et ou ils
pretendent qu’il y a v bon port.

2° Quon pourroit y attiver touttes les Nations de la Chine, du
Japon, Bornéo, Tunguin, les Mores ete. et faive de la le commerce
librement dans les mesmes pays avee deux ou 8. vaisseaux a ta Chine
eb an Japon eb aub(res) lieux, et avee plus de facilite que dé Siam.

3% Que du d(it) Singor on pourroit par la viviere faire le cem-
merce atiee les places de la coste dang la province de Queda ou est
Jonsalam, et y faive porter le poiure eb aut(res) marchandises sans
estre obligé de passer par le detroit de la Sonde ny de Malaque.

Mais comme Singor est absolum(ent) detruit et qu'estant fovt
cloigné de Sian, il paroit qu'il conuient mieux d’avoir vne place fait-
te, et plus proche.

Les Envoyez sans se departir de la place de Bankoc!? qui a este
promise, doiuent examiner les auantages «ue lon peut fiver pour le
commeres soit par I'litablissem(ent) dvn Reduit ou dvn comptoir seu-
lem(ent) and(it) Singor, Kusem(ble), le prejudice (ue pourroit Rece-
voir la Comp(agn)ie faute dy auoir vn Etablissement sur tout pour
la facilité de la reception du poiure, et pour la commodité de Ienvoy,
lesd(its) Envoyes s'assureront par le traitté (40v°) qui sera fait de
la. concession dud(it) lieu de Singor, ou de ],’obliga(ti)m{ du Roy de
Siam de ne le pouuoir donner 4 aucune Nation Etrangere sous
quelq(ue) pretexte quo ce soit en cas quil conuienne de demander vn
Btablissement aut(re) que ledit Singor a la coste du Sud et de
Malawgue.

Tl n'en parvoit point d'aub(re) que Ligor de sorte que sil y e en
etfet vn port comme on lassurve, et que la plus grande partie des
poiures se doiue recenillir aux environs dud(it) Ligor, et que d’ailleurs
il soit aussi ou plus commode d’en faive le tramsport a la coste du
Nort, Les Enuoyez doiuent demander Ligor et faire les dernieves

(M) Phé words “faict connoistre ” are an addition by another hand.
() Phe word « Bankoe” has heen written on by a second hand in a space
Ieft blank for it.

"~
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In; Lt(imcw) powr lobtenir avee le privilege du ealin guont les Hollan-
dois a lexclugion g(e)nérale).

Cependant si le Roy de Siam en accordant Bankoe!! faisoit diffi-
culté de donner Ligor eb qu apres avoir fait toutes les Jnstancoes
possibles pour obtenir aussi le diit) Ligor il ne vouloit par le donner
au Roy pour en disposer a Sa Volontd et quil voulust aussi laisser
aux Hollandois le commerce du Calin, il pavoit necessaive dy etablir
vn comptoir pour la reception du poiuve et d’obtenir tous les privi-
leges et “exemptions Necessaives.

De sorte que les dits Enuoyez doiuent demander . (41r°) et obtenir
Bankoe et la place la plus anantageuse et la plus commode de la
coste de Malaque au Nort Soit Merguy ou Jonsalam ou aut(re) sil y
en o quils pyjssent estre assurez deuoir estre plus conuenables.

Bt al "Egard de Singor et Ligor les dits Enuoyez examineront les
conuenances et les Necessibez du commevee pour demander un
etablissement'® en I'une ou en Vautre place ou en toutes deux et co
qui sera le plus anantageux, ou au moins ce qui sera indispensable-
men)t necch(qm)r«, powr pouucir executer le traitté du poiure auec
benefice.
~ Le prix conuenu powr le poiure estant sur le pied qu'il se vend a
la coste des Malayes et pavoissant auantageux Il reste a examiner
les autres conditions en ce qui regarde la reception, les frais du trans-
port et la quantité que le Roy de Siam se voudra veseruer Bt clest
sur ces considér(atijons que les d(its) envoyes semblent deuoir plug
particuliererhent insister plour) les Btablissem(en)tya Singor et a Ligor,

Mais comme par le traitté qui auoit esté fait avee le S(ien)r Deslandes
dans lequel il reste encor plusieurs aut(res) équinoques, il y auoit des
conditions plus anantagenses que dans le traitbé qui a esté fait par M.
de Chaumont Il est necessaire que (41v°) les Envoyes stipnlent nette-
ment celles qui sont accordees en supprimant les expressions capbicuses
et en y suppleant par d autres qui puissent rendre la condition de la
Comnp(agn)ie certaine. C'EST A SCAVOIR,

Que tout le poiure sera vendu a la Compagnie au prix conuenu
sans quil puisse estre augmenté sous quelq(ue) pretexte que ce soit,

(1) he word « Bankoe” in this place and in the following pavagraph has
beenn writben in n space left blank for it by the same second hand as above,

) , . . A ]

) The words «vn établissement” have been added in the margin by the
same second hand ag abgve, :
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eb que le Roy de Siam ses off(icic)rs ny sujets n'en pouront ven[ire
a personne soit Siamois ou Btrangers (wapres que la Compagnie
sen sera fourny dans les endroits plus conuenables a son commerce
preferablem(en)t aux autres,

Pourra neantmoins le Roy de Siam retenir sur le poiure qui se
sera receuilly ou apporté de dehors, la dixieme ou la 5° partie au plus
pour la consommation de son Etat En cas que Sa Ma(jes)té en ayt
hesoin, et §'il ne s'en etoit pas receunilly vne assez grande quantité pour
fournir a la Compagnie ce quelle en auroit besoin, -

En cas quil y eust plus de poiure que la Comp(agn)ie n’en voudroit
prendre, le Roy de Siam ou ses off(icie)rs powrr(ont) disposer,du
surplus comme ils auiseront bon estre apres neantmoins que la
Comp(agn)ie aura (421°) pris a 'exclusion de tous autrf,s, ce quelle
voudra auoir.

Quoy que par les traittes il soit porté que la Comp(agn)ie declarera -
deux ans a I'auance la quantité de poiure a laquelle elle se voudra
reduire, 8il g'en receuille plus quelle n'en pourroit prendre, et
quaingy elle ne semble pas assujettie a prendre tout ce qui s’en re-
ceuillera au dela de ce dont elle aura besoin, Neantméins co(mme)
les ennoyez peun(ent) tomber dans Uobligation de declarer et stipuler
vne quantité, on estime quelle peut s'obliger a en prendre 5 a 600 000 :
lures par an et davantage si elle veut, sauf a diminuer la quantité
en auertissant a l'avance affin que les off(icie)rs du Roy de Siam
puissent seavoir ce quils auront a liurer ou a garder.

Il sera necessaire que les Enuoyez examinent les depénces pour la
reception I'Bnvoy et chargem(ent) affin de se faire accorder les
conditions et prinileges tant pour les droits que pour les voitures En
sorte que ce commerce puisse estre profita(ble) a la Compagnie.

I’Amende ordonnée contre ceux qui se trouueront auoir acheté du
poiure au prejudice (42v°) du traitté de la Compagnie ayant este
veglée au proffit du Roy seulement, il y a lieu de demander que la
moitié sera au profiit de la Comp(agn)ie.

Les vaisseaux que le Roy envoye partants en feurier on peut
faire estat qu'ils arriveront a Siam en Aoust ou Sept(em)bre.

De sorte que Sa Ma(jes)té voulant les fairc passer au retour a la
coste de Coromandel il faudroit quils partissent a la fin doctobre
pour estre & lad’ coste a la fin de xbre affin d’y demeurer pour le
plus tavd jusq(ue)an commancement de feurier,.
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\ﬂt dautant que Ta nauiga(bijon des vaisseaus pourroit estre retardée
par des aceidents o que la negotiation de Siam ne pourroit pas avoir
esté terminée powr pounoir faire partiv toutte Bscadre assez tosh il
semble quen ce cas mesme a toubbes fing on pouroit ordunmer que
deux des v(aissedaux seulement pouroi(ent) estre detachez pour aller
o lad(ite) coste aussi tost apres la decharge des marchandises, des
presents ot des hommes,  Soit pour faire renenir les autves vaisseaux
a droiture en france en cas qu'ils n'eusse(nt) pas du temps pour aller
a la Coste de Coromandel, ou (43r°) powr aller trouver les p(remijers
sil y auoif du temps.

Si Monseigneur prend la resolution de faire partir a 1 anance de
Siam deux vaissenux, les deux Enuoyez ou l'un deux pouront apres
auoir acheud leurs negotiations jusques en decem(bre) aller par terrve
a Tenacerim ou ils trouveront encore Le Navire de la Comp(agn)ie qui
y doit hiverner pour rejoindre les deux vaisseaux et faive a la coste
ce qui conuiendroit pour le seruice, et terminer avec lesoff(iciers du
Roy de Golconda vn traitté sur les hostilitez qui auroi(ent) esté com-
mancées par led(it) nauire de la Comp(agn)ie.

Il paroit necessaive quoutre Lordre de la comp(agn)ie au S(ieu)r
Deslandes qui est apresent a Pondichery de gen aller a Siam par
Tenacerim de luy enuoyer vn au(tre) ordre du Roy pour le mesme effet
led(it) Deslandes connoissant parfaittem(ent) le pays, et ayant este
honoré de la confiance intime du Roy et du S(ien)r Constance.

Monseigneur!) est supplié de se sourtenir quon luy a remonstré quon
pouroit laisser vn nauire du Roy pend(an)t vne mousson entiere a ln
coste pour y terminer los affaives le Golconda sy elles nestoient pas
finies auant le P(remic)r fev(ri)er.

) This last paragraph was written by a different hand which resembles
that indicated in the nofes on page 233,
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TRANSLATION G
Observations on Trade for the ingtruction of the King’s
Envoys(l) to the King of Siam.

As long ago as 1682 the King of Siam made an offer
through My, Constant to M. Deslandes, Head of the Com-
pany’s Agency, who had won the complete confidence both
of the King and of Constant. The offer was that he
would uge his influence to obtain the building of a.fortress
at Jore @from which place the Dutch had been” expelled ;
also to that effect he put certain facilities at the disposal
of Deslandes. The latter however daved nob engage him-
self therein, though well aware of the value of (such)an

‘establishment. Baron, the then Divector General in India

was informed by him of the matter: the Company (in
France) was also informed as early as 1684, hut took no
steps.

At the same time, the King of Siam also proposed to
Deslandes to load his ships bound for any ports outside
Siam with whatever goods he desived, and to bring back a
cargo of copper in veturn free of freight and duties.

He also had a plan for loading a ship on an unbroken
voyage to leave France in January with a cargo worth
300,000 livres, half in cloth and half in cash, which he
would take over, the eloth at 20% to 25% above the invoice
price, and the silver at current rates. In September the
ship was to be reloaded at Ayut'ia with saltpetre, the

‘remaining space being filled with copper and tin, The idea

wag that this ship would be due with this eargo on the
Coromandel eoast at the end of December, and there load up
with cotton goods, retaining the saltpetre as ballast, and
seb sail again at the begining of February,

The Siamese at that time suspected the Duteh of a

design to seize Bangkok, and they confided their suspicions

(

(1) MM. de La Loubdre and Ceheret (in the margin).

2) Kweppelin, Lo Compagnie des Indes Orientales, Paris, 1908, p. 189,

states that Deslandes wrote to Bavon on December 26th, 1682, (Arch, des

Colonies, U 1, 22, ff 45-49).

~
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to ?;“uhc said Deslandes; and as the Dutch had been pressing for a
monopoly of the trade of Junkeeylon, Deslandes prevented it and was
encouraged in the hope of establishing the Company at that place,

He then made a treaty for pepper by which it was allowed that if one
tenth (of the pepper available) should not suffice for the needs of the
Kingdom, one fifth was to be reserved for the King of Siam, and the
remainder was to be sold to the Company ab the vate of three livres a
pound, while foreigners and all cthers were forbidden to take any out
of the Ringdom.

Seeing that at the expiry of two years the Company was still not in
n position to do any trade, the King of Siam sent Deslandes at the end
of 1684 to Surat to carry news of the treaty, and to give effect to the
sundry proposals that had been made. It thus happened that when
M. de Chaumont reached Siam, M. Deslandes, who appears t6 be one of
the Company’s ablest agents in the East, was absent. He never re-
turned, and the business was left in the hands of a jeweller of Paris
named Véret, who lacked the experience and ability needed to engage
in business of the kind which was then in hand.

The resuld was that de Chaumont, when approached from different
quarters both in person and by letter, (and urged) to take steps to
safeguard the Company’s trade, invariably veplied that the conversion
of the King was the sole object of his mission,~having no one of
experience behind him, as he might well have had; and he made a
treaty containing some very captions clauses.

In addition to what he said, it appears from all the statements
contained in the Memoir which M. de Chaumont submitted on his
veturn to France concerning the occurrences (in Siam) that the King
of Siam was much worried concerning the Duteh, and so put himself
in the Chaumont's hands in this matter—as witnesgs the terms used
by him in the Memorandum which he said Mr. Constant presented
to the said M. de Chaumont at Louvo. Ho there gave vent to his
suspicion of the Dutch, asking how he should proceed against them
in time of war, making it quite clear that he had no need of those
strongholds except for shielding the movements of the French, and
that but for that reason he would have them levelled to the ground,
and himself go out into the open to meet the Dutch.

Be that as it may, M. de Chaumont certainly did sign a treaty
with My, Constant onthe 11th of December, and another one later on

2
®
?
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1°  Concerning the request for freedom of trade and exemption
from duties.—Exemption from dutbies is granted together with per-
mission to buy all sorts of goods provided they are not contraband
and that they are purchased solely "from the King’s storckeeper.
Régarding goods introduced by foreigners or by the Company for its
own account, the Company has the right to buy and sell them at
will, with the proviso that if the king requires any of the said goods
for his own use he shall have absolute right of preemption over them.
It is also provided that in the event of any abuse thevéof by its
agents, the Company will forfeit its privileges pending a ruling on
the matter by the Most Christian King.

By the terms of this article the King of Siamn concedes nothing to
the Company, for it is still subject to the good pleasure 6f the King's
officials, who are entitled to take goods from France at a low price,
and (sell) local and foreign goods at any price at all that they may
choose. According to the admission of the Missionaries, and the infor-
mation they have supplied, the Company will never trade successfully
under these conditions, especially since it will always be at the mercy
of the King's officials, no matter how well disposed he himself may
be, as indeed he undoubtedly is.

For this reason, since it may be anticipated that the King of Siam

concerning pepper.  There are certain main clauses in this treaby

will be disposed to grant any terms that ave reasonable and advan-
tageous, it is felt that the Envoys, in addition to the exemption from
duties already granted, should insist upon complete freedom to offer
for sale goods imported by them, with the sole proviso that such
goods and such amounts are sold as shall be agree® upon with His
Siamese Majesty at rates and on terms to be fixed by agreement :
they should also insist upon the right to buy without restriction both
Siamese goods and those imported from abroad. If however it is
not possible to obtain this complete liberty, it will be necessary to
ingist upon freedom to buy the goods of the country, also foreign
goods, without their passing through the hands of the King’s
officials. ‘

In any case, it should be incumbent upon the said Envoys to
obtain an agreement at least upon the price at which the King of
Siam will accept goods from France and from the Coast,™ and it is

(1)

3. ¢. the Coromandel Const of India,

®
L]
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(m(‘},lmntcd that this should he fixed ab o rate 209% to 259% h]ghu‘ than
the Invoice value in the case of goods from France according to
their quality; also that the King should give in exchange goods
from Japan, China, and bhe other states in the Indies, allowing
himself 8% to 10% profit on the purchase price at those places, in
proportion to the distances involved, and in sueh manner that there
shall be also & proportion to the 20% to 25% charged on goods from
France ; and forthermore, an agreement, upon what shall be stipulated
for the goods from Surat, Coronnmd(,l and Bengal which the Company
will bring'into Siam,

Regarding the native goods produced by Siam, it is held that the
Envoys must not give way as regards freedom to buy them from
private mdwuhmls at the current price.

Since it appems that the Dutch are at liberby to trade in certain
contraband arbicles such as Birdsnests, Haglewood, Calamba,(!)
Calin,® and others, it is imperative to obtain the smme privileges
for the Company.

As to forfeiture of rights in the event of their abuse by the Com.-
pany’s agents, since this would involve the loss of all means to carry on
trade pending arrival from France of the King’s ruling, this penalty
should be changed to confiscation of the goods which the Company’s
Agent may have traded under cover of its name,

According to the third article, the King of Siam grants freedom
for the Company to laad in foreign bottoms on its own account all
manner of goods free of import and export duties. This clause im-
plies that, notwjthstanding the ‘previous article, the Company is
aubhorised to geb aside goods for free export from Siam: this however
should be stated in so many words,

According to the fourth article, a similav ¥ight is conceded to des-
pabeh goods(a) and to freight one or two ships with the spme exemp-
tions (as in the 8rd Article). The Envoys must ingist upon the same
wording as in that article.

In the fifth!¥ article, the King of Siam suggests that a Judge be

(1) Calambae.
(2) Calin, a mixbure of lead and tin.
(3) Imported goods- v. de Chaumaont’s account,
@ 7. e, article (9) in de Chaumont's account;,
9
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appointed by the King to deal with disputes among the French, zJ;,ud
to sit on the bench side by side with the Siamese Judges in disputes
between Frenchmen and Siamese or foreigners,

The monopoly in tin at Junkeeylon is granted to the French sub-
ject to a proviso that the Company supplies the inhabitants of Junk-
ceylon and neighbourhood with the goods they require for their
trade, under penalty of forfeituve of the privilege.

It has recently been noticed on veferring to the map as well as to
the veports of sundry persons that Junkeeylon is situated on the
coast north of Malacea, and that it is not very far from Merguy and
Tenacerim ; also that as at Singor there is a river which rises qnite
close to Junkeceylon, it may be inferred that, if Junkeceylon is fur-
nished with a harbour with facilities similar to those of Merguy, it
would be most useful to the Company not only in affording refuge to
ity ships (in distress) and in the winter, but also even for trade in
goods from the south which would not have to pass through the Straits
of Sunda and those of Malacea, and especially for loading pepper, of
which the largest supply, so it is said, will be found in the dependen-
cies of Tigor which lies but twenty leagues from Singor'.”

Since the choice between Junkeeylon and Merguy depends upon
an exach estimation as to which of the two affords the best facilities
for trade and protection of shipping, if the Envoys are unable to ob-
tain reliable knowledge concerning the convenience and advantages
of the one or of the other of the (two) places which they are to ask
for as a site for a free and permanent settlement on the 1101‘Lh congt,
they must, on their arrival in Siam, send tried and experienced persons
to Singor, Ligor, Junkeeylon and Merguy in order to reach a decision

with the local authorities, so that they may obtain the most suitable
of the aforesaid sites.

The Envoys must enquire mto the purport of the undertalking to
supply goods to the inhabitants of Junkeeylon or of the place conceded
in its stead, so that this clause may not render nugatory the benefit
to be hoped from a settlement theve.

According to the ninth™ and last article in M. de Chaumont’s
treaty, the King of Siam grants Singor and its dependencies to His
Majesty for Him to erect fortifications there and use as He desires ;

~
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\
but}ib specities that the mabter be kept seevet pending His Majosty’s

deeision.

All that has been gathered from the memolts of M. de Choisy,
trom what the Lord Bishop of Metellopolis has written, and from re-
ports by private individuals who have returned from Siawm, shows —

1) That the position of Singor is most suited to veceive fortifica-
tions at a small cost; that ships can remain in the roads in perfech
safety for cight months, while daring the north-cast winds they can
retire tosLigor which is claimed to have a good harbowr only twenty
leagnes distant.

2) That it would be possible to draw thereto all the traders of
China, Japan, Borneo and Tongking, also the Moors, and to trade in
freedom from those same ports to China and Japan by means of two
or three shipg with greater ease than from (the city of) Siam.

3) That from Singor, by means of the viver, it would be possible
to maintain trade with the coastal stations in the province of Kedalh
in which Junkeeylon les, and to have pepper and other goods
carried to those places without having to pass through the Straits
of Sunda and Malacea.

Without giving way regarding the citadel of Bangkok which has
been promised, the Envoys shall consider what benefits would result
for trade from the establishment either of a place of refuge or simply
of a commercial factory at the aforesaid Singor; then as well, what
prejudice the absence of any such establishment might nvolve for
the Company, particularly in the mabter of convenience for collection
and shipment of pepper.

In the treaty Which will be concluded, the Envoys sre to make
sure of obtaining the concession of Singor, or else an undervtaking
from the King of Siam to rvefrain from granting it to any other
foreign nation under any colour whatsocver, in case it appears
expedient to ask for some gettlement, other tham Singor aforemen-
tioned, on the south coast or on the coast of Malacea,

The only other one appears to be Ligor. If therefore a harbour
really exists there—as we are given to believe,—at which the major
portion of the pepper crop from the vicinity of Ligor would be
collected ; if furthermore Ligm; proves to he equally or more con-
venient for the despateh of that erop to the north coast, the Envoys.
should apply for Ligor, and insist in every possible way in order to
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obtain it together with the monopoly of the calin trade which };hc
Duteh enjoy to the exclusion of all others.

If however, while granting Bangkok, the King of Siam puts
forward objections to giving TLigor, and if in spite of all possible
insistence he refuses to give the King the full use of it, and if fur-
ther he desires to leave the calin trade to the Dutely, it looks ag if
we should have to open a trading post there for the collection
of pepper, obtaining from him all the privileges and exemnptions
required. ‘

It follows that the Envoys are to ask for and obtain” Bangkolk
and the most profitable and convenient establishment on the egast
north of Malacca, whether Merguy, or Junkeeylon, or some other,
if any exists which they can be cevtain will be more suitable; and ve-
garding Singor or Ligor, the Envoys are to study the cOnditions and
requirements of trade with a view to asking for an establishment in
one or the other or in both of them.

Since the price agreed upon for pepper is the price at which it sells
on the Malay coast and appears remunerative, it remains to study the
conditions obtaining in other matters, that is with regarvéd to selection,
cost of carriage and the amount which the King of Siam will require to
be reserved for him: these are details on which the Envoys should lay
more especial stress when considering a settlement at Singor or Ligor.

Since however M. Deslandes’ treaty, in which there remains a
number of other equivocal clauges, contained some better terms than
those in the treaty concluded by M. de Chaumont, the Envoys must
insist on a clear statement of the terms to be granted, deleting the cap-
tious clauses and substituting others capable of ensufing o definite sta-
tus for the Company, to wit ;—

That all the pepper shall be sold to the Company ab the price agreed
upon, which under no circumstances whatever shall be capable of in-
crease: that neither the King of Siam nor his officials not his subjects
shall ever sell any of it to either natives or foveigners until the
Company has been supplied with it in the places most adapted for
its trade in preference to any others.

It shall however be permisgible for the King of Siam to reserve
for the consumption of his dominions the tenth o the ffth part of
the pepper collected or hrought in from abroad, should His Majesty
have need theveof, even though the quantity cpllected is insufficient

L
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%) ?Pwn'.idu the supply requived by the Company. In the event of
there being move pepper than the Cowpany would take, the King of
St or his officials will be ab liberty to dispose of the surplus as
they think proper, provided that the Company has fivst refusal of
all it needs to the exclusion of all others.

Although the treaties requive the Company to give notice two
years ahead regarding the limit of its requirements in pepper, in
case more he collected than it needs, and although the Company
does not.thus appear bound to take the whole crop in excess of its
requirements, nevertheless since the Envoys may find themselves
called upon to fix & given Limib in advance, it is reckoned that a
limit of 500,000 to 600,000 livres may be accepted by the Company,
or even more, if it so wishes, with the option to reduce the amount
after due nobice has been given beforehand in order to enable the
King’s officials to know what amount they will have to supply and
what to vetain.

The Envoys must study the costs of selection, carriage and ship-
ping, in order to obtain favourable terms in the matter of duties and
conveyance, %0 that the trade may be remunerative to the Company.
- The fine levied on those who shall happen to have hought pepper
~in contravention of the Company's treaty has been assigned in full
to the King. Application should be made for the Company to take
one half thereof.

Since the vesgels which the King sends oub sail in February, it can
be reckoned, that they will reach the city of Sjam in August or
Sepbember. If therefore His Majesty desives that on their way
home they should call in at the Coromandel const, they should set
forth at the end of October so as to reach that coast at the end of
December, in order not to be detained there after the beginning of
February.

Inasmuch as the voyage may be delayed by accidents, also the
negotiations in Siam may not be finished in time to have the whole
squadron under weigh at a sufficiently early date, so as to meet all
conbingencies, orders might any way be given that just two ships be
detailed to proceed to that coast as soon ag they have discharged the
goods, the presents and the men. The rest of the squadron could either
veburn to France divect, if it has no thme fo pub in at the Coromandel
coast, or if it has timg, it could join up with the first ships there.

k]
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Tf His Lor(lsl\ip(l) should decide to direct that two ships leave Siim
ahead of the others, both Envoys, or one of them, after completing
the negotiations not later than December, could travel overland to
Tenacerim, where he would still find the Company’s ship which win-
ters at that place, and so overtake the two ships on the coast. They
would there attend to the King’s sevviee, and conclude a treaty with
the King of Goleonda’s officials, putting an end to the state of war
which was declared by the said Company’s ship.

In addition to the order of the Company to M. Deslandes,” who is
at present at Pondichery, enjoining him to repair to (the city of)
Siam via Tenacerim, it seems necessary to despateh to him another
order to the same effect from the king (of France) since he has a
perfect knowledge of the country,'a;nd has been honoured with the
close confidence of the King and of Mr, Constant,

His Tordship is implored to vecall the representations made to
him to the effect that one of the King’s ships could be left for a
whole monsoon on the Coromandel coast to completé the Goleonda
business, should it not have heen concluded before the 8th of February.

¥

W) 3.e. Marquis de Seignelay for whose henefit these observations appear
to have been drawn up by the Directors of the Company to form the basis
of his Instructions to the Envoys. The last two parigraphs have been add:
ed by the second hand which wrote in “Bankoc” twige in the original.
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