
ANTHROPOLOGICAL AND ETHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH WORK IN SIAM 

by 

lVIAJon EmK SEIDE:>~FADEN. 

'l'hu study of r~nthrupology aH well tLH ethnology in Sittm ofl:'en-1 
gre:~t po:-;:-;ibilitiuH hy rut1HOll of the numerom; a.nd varied rtLcin,l 
g'l'OlllJH w hielt uOlmtitnte the popuhtion of this country. 

While Llw etlmologicn,l lll'OhlemH pertaiuing to Siam have ttlready 
heen trcmtutl hy not a I<Y\Y ::;tndunts, such ns tho late Colonel Gerini, 
MeHHl'K. W. A. Untham, Evans, Dr. A. Km.'l', ProfeHsor Schebesta, aud 
my:-;ulf, 11hont which lllOI'e m10n, thoHe of anthropology have, so fa,1·, 
heou paicl hut sctLnt attonti<m. 

Al>uu(; thirty yean; togo the late Dr. Brengues, 11 young French 
phy:-;icitm, eu,niod out tt Herios of interesting ttuthropometric measure­
munts of in<li vid.uaiH belouging to the so-called Choug people, 11 

brt~uch of the lH6u-Khmcr group of the Austt•o-Asiatic race, living 
in tho extreme sonth-et1Ht of the kingdom of Sit1m. Moot unfortu­
nately thiH pt·otui:-;ing beginning was cut short much too soon by the 
untimely dot1th of ~Dr. Brenguos. Lttter on Dr. Congdon of the 
HockeJ'e!ler Tw;titu!.ie, ·w hilo toaehing mw.tomy at the Chnln.longkom 
Uni.ve1'sity in l3n,ngkok, sncceeclecl, during the yet1l'H of 1928-31, T 
believe, in Cttrrying out ttnthl'opometric mot1sm·ements of no less 
thttu 30,000 'l'ht1i (i.e. Si11meso) conscripts. 'l'he results of this stu­
pendous pimm of invo10tigt1tion huve not yet been published, but tho 
doctor. has promi:-;ed to contribute an abridged report on this umtter 

to Uic J oumal of tho Siam Society .. 
Quite recently, during the winter months of 1932, I myself, in 

company with my friend, .Mr. E. \V. Hutchinson, viHitcd 11 group of 
the L11wii., the remnants of a Mon-1\.lnner people, which no doubt 
formed the bulk of the lJopulation of North Sit1m prior to the 'rhai 
con<pie~t of that country during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
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Jl. D. \Vc• uhL:tinerl llHmsnn·Hwnt.s ol' a!Hnd. sixty itllli,·idwtls, lH·~idt•;; 

otlwt· eLluwltJgiml as wt~ll n.s liltg'ttisCie inl'ol'lliiLLiun. ( lur jt~inli l't'JHll'L 

o11 this work will slturLly(l) he pnblislH·d i11 tlll' ,lotll't11tl ol' llw ~i1ll11 
Society. '.l'his eonstitutt~s np till lliJ\1' all LhaL lms l~t•t•it dtlll" i11 Ll11~ 

way of nnthl'Opologic:nl n~seat·elt work iu Si<Lilt n!lll is LltliS otdy 1~ 

very lllodeflt beginning. 
Wo now coltte to tlw ethnological pt·o]Jluttts. 
'l'he pupnlntiun of l::lialll m:ty be diridutl into t.ltreu tli:-;t.ind. mcial 

group,;-i. e. (1) thu Nugl'oiclH, l'upt·esc•nLetl l1y tlw St'::lllltll).!; pyg;ntius, 
liviug in the uxtt·uuw south oF Sialll iu U11~ junglus td' t.ltt~ ~I,dn.y 

Penitt.~u!Lt, so nlJly du~eri!Jucl by 1\ft~ssrs. Skuttt, Hlttgdt•JJ, 1~\'<tlt< and 

Schebusbt; ( 2) the Austro-Asi<tties rqn·t•smtLt\cl l>y tltu \'nl'Jt>liH 

1\16n-Khmet· people::~, to wltieh hutlt ol' tlw uforus:dtl Ultong and 
Lttwtt belong; nnd Jitmlly (8) the Mongu.luids, rt'Jil'esmtLL\d l>y t.IH• 
'l'lmi with their lllltlly :-;nbcliviHiOJm; the inl!nigmnt Chinese atHI :-:oJJW 

hill ttiue::~ in Northum and WeNtm·u AittJll, wltielt nt·u. part.ly ol' 
Ohiue~e and partly of Tibet~tu :-:tock. 'l'lw Kttrun peoplt~, tltongh 
nuclunbt.eclly of .lVIougoloid rac:e, ltavu not yut lJuull Ji!lidly elnHsified 
whether boloHging to tho Oltinuse or Til)l)tltll Htoek. 'J'lu.•y ]n·olJtLllly 
belong to the htttur. ' 

As t.lte alJovu three main gronp:o; Me Rplit np into lllol't) tlmn thirty 
ditferent peopleR 11ncl tribeH, snhdivide<l tLgttill in llllllWl'llllH danK and 

Hupts, :,;peakiug a great lllltuber of htngnagu~o~ awl dialud.H, ~L dut11ilt:d 
stmly of their anthropological und otlmologicul elun·ttdul'istie:-; woultl 
lllUHt pl'Olxtbly l'eimlt iu the discovery o[ a Hnmhl.\l' of new ILII<l i tu­
portttut facts wlticll, beside::~ ttclcling to the tobtl Klllll of om· klluwluclgu 
of theHe depal'tments of science, might perJU1pH even alter Olll' wJwlu 
view on the origin and distribution of the lmmau mce. I bug in this 
connection to refer to Professm· .l:'tml Hi vet':-; recent ]HLp or, LeN 
Odccnien.~, (Jon mal Asiatique, tome ooxxn, No. 2, ttvril-jnin 1D8:{, 

pp. 235-256), from wlJich it seems elmtr tha,t theme mutations oE the 

Priumtes that resulted in tho crmttion of' the various lmumn Hpecie:-~ 

took plnee just in tlmt rmrt of the vnst Asiatic continent wftieh i:-:t 

repreRented by Hither nml Fmther Imlitt. 'rlwt the dttys of cxplo­

mtion ttncl disco1;ery of' extinct or hitherto nnknown living spcciuK 

of tho ltmtHW l'itee, aH f~tl' 11:-1 J:egtu·c!H ]fm·thm· Iuclia ttt le~t:-~t, aru uut 
--- --·---·-- --····"'----- -------~-~--- ---··"- ------------ -· ... -------·------- --~-·------------ ---------~····· . 

(l) A~ a m:ttter of f:wt tl1i~ l'epol't was puhli:;hetl iu the ;ISS, I'Ot XXVII, 
pp. 15B-l82. 
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yut over, lmH 1>oen n,mply proved hy tlw rceunt tirulH of the potriliecl 
Hkeldom; m· :.;kulutnl pru-ts ll~~t<le by lVIm_umy in Upper 'l'on king, aH 
well ttH hy tlw <.li:;eovory of 11 tribe of HttLl'k-nrtkocl hunting nmuaclH, 
Llw Ho-cnllud. K.hiL 'l'ong Ln'tt.ng, uwt with for tho firHt timu by 11 

Elll'opmtn fOl.'OHt ofliuial in the jnugluH of North Siam le~:~:.; thnn ten 
yunrs a go. 

\Ve tlo not know who wero tho endiest inlmbitt1l1ts of Sin.m. All 

we know iH tlw.t tho 'l'lw.i eon<IHOl'Ol'H, coming down from thoit· fast­
lWSHOH in Southern Chinn, Heizocl the country from the Lr1wa, Mon 
111Hl Klmwr in the twulfth n.ml thit·teenth ceutnries ,\,D. 

It iH probt1blu tlmt the 1\[on-Kluner people o£ Sir1m ancl the rest of 
Fm:the1· India, eomi11g from the north like the 'l'hai, drove out or 
nlmorl>ecl rt. fm'Jllur Indonu:.;ittn popuhttion, to-chy represented by the 
vnrionH peopluH or the Ett.st Imlirm An.:hipLdago, ancl, to I]UOte 1\.em, 
that the 1\Itt.hyB wn.nderecl down to thuir Konthm.·n lmbitat from the 

Khorus uE preB<mt-drty Annmn. 
'L'lw ,Jrt.kun tt.nd l\bwkun, thLi HUlL gyp:.;iuH of the west coast of 

Mrt.layrt. aml t.lw l\lergni Archipelago, who have been called Proto-
1\hhy:.;, mny rdso belong to tho Inclonesitt.ll Htock. 

'l'he Si:hwt.ng pygmies ol' the Malay Peninsnh emJRtitute the remtLiiJR 
of tL much ettl'lier popnltttion tlmn t.lw Mtm-Khmer m· Indonesian. 
'.l'l1cy amy htwo iulmhited the isle:.; t:t.nd con.:.;tH of' Further Indin. right 

up tu Southern Chinn, il' one CtLil l>eliuve the nttl'rative of the l'runous 
Chinese pilgrim I-'1\dng, who :.;kirted thoi:le conHts when retmning 

from India in the Heventh century. 

Aceorcling to Mnni:lny, the skeletal finclH in the CfLVes of 'l'ongking 

ropresent (l) the N<~rito l'I1U0; (2) a moe very simihn to the Pttpuans 
uf New Guinea; tLIHl (:3) tlmt. of n. t.tdl, well-developed race with large 

:-;kulls reBembling tlwse of the Cro-Magnon. 
Among the Ho-callcd Khl1 m· Moi tt·ibes in the jungles of Freneh 

Indochina certain tribes 11l'e diBtinguishecl by thei.r tt1ll, fair-Bkinnecl 
dolichocephalic members, which nmy represent a mixture of Imlone­
sians o1· Mon-Klnncr with the htrge r.:t.ec hom the 'l'ongkineso caves, 

'l'heHe • 'L'ongkine~m "Cro-MagnonH" wel'c perlmps an offshoot, tl10 

moKt eaHtornly one, of that ancient and splendid artistic race which 
20,000 yearK ngo peopled southern Fmnce 11ncl the Itu.lian riviom. 

In my opinion these large " Cro-Magnons" of Tongking do not 
represent thu erulicst inhahitrtnts of Fmther India, but must be 
considered iunnigmnts coming Il'Om the north-west. SyBternatic ex-

• 



18 

cavtLtions of the nm11erouH CtL\'eH in North Sian1 wonlcl nmlonbtcdly 
iLSI:liHt us in solving tlw problem of t;lw halJitnt or t:.lw:.:;u "Oro-

1\Ingnon" immigrants. 
P1·ofessor Fritz Sara~:~iu, in his pttpen; on Ids HPttrdws for a ptdreo­

lithic culture in the cn,veH of Sia1u, rmggeHtH tlmt the 1mlmolithie 
l)eople, whose :-;toue implements were found by him belonged to 
a Pl'Oto-l\fclancsiiLn nwe. I would HuggeHt tlutt LlwHe Proto-Mchne-
sittns lHtve been founcl by Mammy, and thttt they Me represented by 
the Papuan-like skull found by him. 

In conclu~:~ion, I Hhall venture to state ns wy opinion tlmt the 
em·licst inh:LhitiLntr-; of Siam, and Further India, were pygtnieH, tho 
direct ancestorH of our present-day Semrmg of tho lVIttlaynn jnnglos. i! 
Fmtber, thn.t these <Lncient pygmieH may have been the ancos-
ton; of the larger-bodied lttter mcos iu conformity with tho now 
prevailing theol'y wl1ich \Yas first launchecl lJy Fttther Wilhelw 
Schmidt in his excellent work, Die Stellwng de?' Pygmiimt:vulke?' in 
der Entwie!cl~ungsgesuhiehte elm· J1i ensolwn. 

Siam of to-day represents a melting-pot of umny l':LcuH, people~> 

and tongues which, at lea~>t outwardly, are in the process of being 
unified, speaking the SiLllle language, wettring the l:lUlllC national 
dress, and aspiring to the same social iLncl political idenlH. As such 
11 proce;;s is bound to deHtroy a great number of ethnological 11ncl 
etlmogmphioal characteristics, a thorough and detailed study of all 
tho various groupH, of whieh tho present Simnese population is 
composed, is nece::;::;arily of tho utmost importance for science. 

Such reseal'Ch work should be taken up now, and it is sincerely to 
be hoped that the enlightened Oovonurwnt of .-Sinrn will do their 
best to t•s:-:;iHt ttml ft1cilitatc such work before it become:; too late. 

'!'he above pa}lOl' was rcttd by Major Seiclenfaden before ~rhe 
Iutenmtiomd Congt·ess of Anthropology iLncl Ethnology held ·at 
University College in London from the 30th July to the 4th August 
1934. An extmct of the paper appearR in the report of this con­
grcsH in Oong·Pes hdernational (te8 Sciences Anthropologiques et 
Ji.Jthnoloyiq?U8, p. 135, tho full text having also been published in 
'l'lw Asiatia Review for October 1984, pp. 695-697. 


