THE RETIREMENT OF THE FRENCH GARRISON FROM
BANGKOK IN THE YEAR 1688

by
L. W. HurcHinsoN, M. A. Cantab.

I Manuseripts presented with transiations :

1) Original of Portuguese letter of Septernber 1688 from Macao, of which
an Knglish translation has been published in 1916, Records of the Relations. ..,
vol. 'V, 1, 31, pp. 55-59.  Lisbon State Library, n® 465, ° 186,

2) Original in Latin with English translation of letter dated 26th of No-
vember, 1688, from Iather Maldonato 8. J., Rome, Propaganda Fede,
Sevitture viferite, vol. 'V, n° 104.

3 Oviginal in Tatin with BEnglish translation of Jetter dated 231 of No-
vember, 1689, from the Bishop of Metellopolis, Rome, Propagandn Fede,
Seritture viferite, vol. V, n® 195,

4) Orviginal in Tatin of letter dated 20th of June, 1706, from Dona
Ctuimar de Pina, Paris, Quai I’'Orsny, Mémoives ot Documents, Asie, vol. 9,
n° 90.

Tranglation: Tree translation in English of the French vevsion of a
letter dated 27th of December, 1693, sent in triplieate hy P'ya Kown Tihodi,
Minister of the King of Siam to M. Martin, Governor of Poudichéri, M.
Brisncier, Missions dbrpngives, Parig, and Father de In Chaise, Chaplain to
Louis XIV., Pavig, Missions étrangdres, vol. 862, p. 677 ; vol. 863, p. 273 ;
vol. 880, p. 853. The French version was published by Advien Laanay
in hiy Histoire de la Mission de Siam.

TT. List of manuseripts and publientions to which reference is made in
the text:

M ANUSCRIPTS.

A. G.; Archives des Colonies, Parvig, sevies C?, Letters ete,, Affaives de,
Siam, Jowrnal de Uéberet.

A.M.: Archives de ln Marine, Paris, sevies B, Letters ete, T4
Tachard’s letters.

M. BE.: Missions étrangdres, rue du Bac, Paris.

The voluminous archives of the Missions Etrangéres consist of letterg
received from missionaries since 1660, collected into volumes which contain
alzo-the copies of certain velevant documents, such as the version of Kosn
Pan’s letters,
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Q. '0.: Archives dn Ministere des Affnives dtrangdres, Quai d'Orsay,
Paris.
P.F.: Propaganda Fede, Rome, Scrittnre viferite,

PUBLICATTONS.

Anon. Relation des Révolutions arrivées & Siam duns Vannée 1688, Awms-
terdam, Pierre Brunel, 1691,

Vollant des Vervquins, Histoire de la Révolution de Sium, Lille, d. C.
Malte, 1691.

Engelbert Raempfer, History of Japar, London, 1727.

Lucien Lunier, Ktude listorique . .., Versailles, 18805

Paul Kuaeppelin, Lo Compagnie des Indes Orientales, Paris, T908.

Records of the Relations between Stam wnd foreign coundyies in the 17th cen-
tury, 5 vol,, Bangkok, 1915-1921.

Advien Lounay, Histoire de ta Mission de Siam, Pavis, 1920,

Vivgile Pinot, La Chine et la formation de Uesprit philosophique en
France, 1640-1740, Pavis, P, Geuthner, 1932,

. W. Hutchinson, The French Foreyn Mission in Siam, J3S, XXVI, pt,
1, (April 1932), pp. 1-72.

ul., Fowr French State Manuseripts, JSS, XX VIT, pt. 2, (April 1935), pp.
183-244,

M. M. de La Loubére and Céberet, the Envoys of Louis XIV who
accompanied the French troops to Siam in 1687, veached France on
their return from the East in July 1688, W accompanied by the
Freneh Jesuit Tachard, who was to reeruit o foree of eivilians in
France for service in Siam under Phaulkon® The fruit of their
labours was already spoilt by Phaulkon’s death in Siam a month
before their return to Europe, but the fact was not known there for
more than a year. ‘

Before leaving Siam the Envoys had signed a treaty with Phaulkon
which gave a French garrison to the King of Siam to protect him
against the Dutch whom he feared. Sundry commereial and religious
privileges originally proposed by Siam in 1685 had been clarified and
improved by the Treaty, but the Siamese offer of a depot for troops
and tradevs in the dependency of Singora had been converted by
the French into a pretext for introducing their troops into the for-
tress of Bangkok and for drafting a detachment to Mergui.

Phaulkon, the Greek favourite of King Pra Narai, in negotiating

() Kaeppelin, Za Compagnie des Indes Orientales, p. 214.

(“; Pinot, La Cline et la formation de Vesprit philosophique. en France,
p- 58, o

e
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with the Feench who were hacked by an wrmament eapable of
enforeing theiv demands, made torns with them which appeared o
suve the faee of Siam, hut therehy antagonised the French, cuning
for himself e distrast of Doth sides. Tt was suspected that he was
glud to have the garrison near him when the King fell ill, hut any
velianee Tie may have plaeed in it was disappointed in April 1688,
when the appeal which he sent to the French for help against his
cheries was i}_);ntn'ud,“) Deserted hy the French, he fell in May, and
was executed inJune 1688, The King died soon afterwards, follow-
ing which the Tveneh troops in Bangkok were hesivged for some
months by the Siamese. The warship Oriflamane, which Joft France
in February 1688 with reinforcements for Bangkok, arrived in
September, too late to be of any serviee other than that of expediting
the departure of the whole Freneh force from Siam.

News of all this rain did not reach Europe until late in 1689.
Monnwhite, the Revolution in Siam had been followed within o fow
wouths by the Revolution in England, which country, under the
leadership of William of Ovange, ceased to give support to Louis
XIV, and joined the general confederation against him,

It had been the intention of the Marquis de Seignelny, Louis’
foreign Minister, carvly in 1689, to follow the precedent of the
previous year when he sent ont the Orifliamane o Siam.® Fowr wan-
ships were to sail for the Bay of Bengal under the command of the
Marquis PBragny in order to prevent any attack heing made by the
English upon Mergai.  In Mareh 1689 de Svignelay obtained Louis
signnture to orders for Mo Mavbin, the Trench chief at Pondichéri, who
was bo provead to 'M'n;'gn‘i in person and co-operate in every way with
CEragny. - In April 1689 however Louis intervened to postpone the
expedition, and despatehed three of the ships to assist James II, in
his futile Trish campnign,

In the aulumn of 1689 some anxieby was folt in Freance ab the
non-arvival of the two vessels, Coche and Noringaude, which wore
overdue from the last,  There were also rumounrs abroad concerning
troublé in Siam.  They were discounted as propaganda of the enciy,
Nevertheless, it was felb necessary to hasten the desputch‘of & power-

M & w. Hutchinson, Four French State Manuseripts, 388, vol. XXV,
p- 183-244, for the negotintions in 1685 and 1687,

@) Lanier, Ftude Historique, p. 276. (

() Kueppelin, op. cit,, p. 217, and AM., B', 69, £° 204 seqq,
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ful squadron to the Bay of Bengal, and on the 20th of September 1689
orders were issued to Captain Duguesne-Citon to assiume command of
the six vessels, Oiseqw, Dragon, Lion, Flovissant, Guillard and Teuedl,
which were to sail at once.r) At the last moment, on the Gth of Nn-
vemher 1689, definite confirmation of the rumours ahout frouble in
Siam was veceived from the Duteh concentration camp for prisoners
of war at Middleburg, wheve it waslearnt that survivors from the Cocke
and Normande, together with part of the Siam garvison were held
captive by the Duteh, who had seized the two ships off' the (',,‘vw]'w.(z)

Tachard, with his party of civilians for service under Phaulkon,
was to have sailed for Siam with Duquesne-Guiton,  On receipt of
the news from Middleburg, the civilians had to be dishanded, and the
plan for their employment in Siam abandoned. ¥ The departwre of
the squadron was postponed until early January 1690, Tachard was
permitted to accompany it in order to try and win the favour of the
new King of Siam with the presents intended oviginally for Pra
Narai,®

The earliest rumours of trouble in Siam were current in France
during the summer of 1689. Their doubtful nature may be inferred
from the first manuseript, a letter in Portuguese written after the
arrival at Macao in September of news hrought hy a ship which sailed
from Petehaburi shortly after Phanlkon’s death.

The second manuseript contains an authentic, and probahly the fivst
written account of the disaster following Phaulkon’s death from the
pen of an eye-witness, the Flemish Jesuit Tr, Maldonnto,

The third manuseript, a letter from Bishop Taneau, vecords the
misfortunes of the French who remained in Sinm after the departure
of the troops.

The fourth manuscript gives an insight into the cirenmstances of
Phaunlkon’s widow eighteen years after his death.

Kosa Pan’s letter gives the Siamese version of events leading up to
and following the Revolution, also of the vetivement of the garrison.

The French version of events following the Revolution was first
published in 1691 in the form of two books hy cye-witnesses, hoth of

) AM,, Bg, 70, ff° 80, 93, 185 ; also Kaeppelin,. op. ¢it., pp. 218 and
219.

(2)‘ AM., B? 70, f° 856 v° ; also Kaeppelin, op. ¢it., p. 219,
®) Dated 27¢h Nov., 1690: M. E., 880, p. 380.
(

4) Dated 4th Jan., 1690; Prop. Fede, Ser. ref,, V, n° 239,
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ful squadron to the Bay of Bengal, and on the 20th of September 1689
orders were issued to Captain T)m uesne-Cheiton o assume command of
the six vessels; Oiseaw, Dragon, Lion, Florissant, Guillard, and Keaweil,
which were to sail at once.t) At the last moment, on the 6th of No-
vember 1689, definite confirmation of the rumonrs ahout trouble in
Siam was received from the Duteh concentration camp for prisoners
of war at Middleburg, wheve it waslearnt that survivors from the Coche
and Normande, together with part of the Siam garrison were held
captive by the Duteh, who had seized the two ships off the Capu.(z)

Tachard, with his party of civilians for service under Phaullkon,
was to have sailed for Siam with Duquesne-Guiton,  On receipt of
the news from Middleburg, the civilians had to he dishanded, and the
plan for their employment in Siam abandoned.®  The departure of
the squadron was postponed until early January 1690. Tachard was
permitted to accompany it in order to try and win the favour of the
new King of Siam with the presents intended originally for Pra
Narai,®

The carliest rumours of trouble in Siam were current in France
during the summer of 1689. Their doubtful nature may be inferred
from the first manuseript, a letter in Portuguese written after the
arrival at Macao in September of news brought by a ship which sailed
from Petehaburi shortly after Phanlkon’s death.

The second manuseript contains an authentic, and probably the fivst
written account of the disaster following Phaulkon’s death from the
pen of an cye-witness, the Flemish Jesuit Fr. Maldonato.

The thivd manuseript, a letber from Rishop Laneau, vecords the
misfortunes of the French who remained i Siamafter the departure
of the troops.

The fourth manuscript gives an insight into the circumstances of
Phaulkon's widow eighteen years after his death.

Kosa Paw’s letter gives the Siamese version of events leading up to
and following the Revolution, also of the retirement of the garrison.

The French vergion of events following the Revolution was first
publl<}110d in 1691 in the f orm <)f two boolxs I)y eye- \Vltll(‘qqeq both of

( AM,, B 70 ffe 80, 90, 13 5; 'quo Kaeppelin,. op. eit., pp. 2lb and
219

(2) AM., B%, 70, f° 356 v° ; also Kaeppelin, op. cit., p. 219.
) Dated 27th Nov., 1690: M. E., 880, p. 380.
#) Dated 4th Jan. . ]690 Prop. Fede, Scr. ref., V, n°® 239,
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whom were Officers with the French troops.  Vollant des Verquins,
whose hook™  was published at Lille in 1691, was one of the French-
men from Bangkok who was captured hy the Dutel with the ships,
Coche and Noranande, whilst on their way home,  The author of the
anonymous work  Relution des Révolutions was, according to the
text, no other than Desfarges, the Geneval in command of the French
foree in Siam.  He did not leave the Bast for home until Mareh 1690,
thirteen months later than Vollant, After a long and civenitons
voyage via the West Indies in the warship Oriflamme, he was
drownel when that vessel was wreeked off the Breton coast on the
27th of February 16912

These two works eonfivin each other. Both were published during
the same yenr in Flanders and Holland while Vollant was interned.
Neither of them records events subsequent to Vollant’s parting from
Desfarges. Tt is therefore probable that the latter entrusted his
manuseript to Vollant for publication before his own return home,
Hig object may well have heen to divect the notice of the public to
hiy guceess in extrieating his men from a diffiendt situation, and
thevchy divert attention from his shave in the flasco of the French
in Siam and from the misfortunes of those whom he left hehind
there.

When in May 1688 Pra P’et Racha smecceded in his eoup d’etat,
the position of Desfarges became extremely delicate, since his troops,
as o condition of heing admitted into Bangkol, had sworn an oath of
allegianee to King P'ra Narvai, who was still alive,  Having declined
to intervene on Phanlkon’s hehalf in April, Desfarges was not Jikely
to nitiate hostilitiesPafter his death. At the same time, Prea et
could not hope for Desfarges’ support, since the latter had suggested
to Phaulkon in April that they should both offer their sevvices to P'ra
Narai’s brothors, an offer which compromised him with P’ra Pet.®

Pra Pet had appointed Kosa Pan, the late Siamese Ambassador

y Paris, to be i Minister of Treasury, and relied upon his ex-
peuonu, ()f ﬂw T‘J(J]l(‘]l 10 mmb]c hnn to vid Lhe countty ot tluu

) ]hstowe (7(’ Ia, l’wnhuﬁmn (/P Hzmn, by Vu]l.mt (les V(,ulmns
2) AC, o’ 6, £° 249 ; also Kaeppelin, op. ¢it., p. 223,

B) For events in Siam during 1688 the following sources have heen
consulted : Relation des Ké aolumons Vollant des Verquins, op. eit.; The
letters of Artus de Lionne, M.E., 8.)3. pp. 72, 101, 162, 305, 319 and.
M.E,, , P12 !
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presence without endangering the safeby of the Siamese who had heen
left hehind in France, as might have vesulted il e haul adoptaed an
openly hostile atbitude owards the Trench in Sinn.

The Siwmese therefore decided to invite Deslarges to come up to
Lopburi and see them. They there asked Tim to hring up his men

to help crush a fictitious rehellion in the North Bast Desfurges
succeeded in temporising on the plea thab his personal presence and
authority would be needed to persuade his officers to ohey  this
order.  Once safely back again within the Forbress at Bangkok, Des-
farges consulted with his Officers, It was decided to abandon the
Tort on the West Banl of the river, and to retive into the shelter of
Torbin’s new works on the cast bank,

The Siamese immediately oceupied the position on the west hank
which the French hiad abandoned,  Phereupon the latter attempted to
reeaphure it, not supposing that it was held in force. By so doing, the
French became the aggressors. Also, by their unsnecessful sortie they
encouraged in the Siamesoe a hope of forcing them to smrendar. The
Trench then allowed the Sinmese to invest them, pending the arrival
of help from the ships which were patrolling the gull under the com-
mand of French officers. o expedite the retrn of these ships, a
junior officer, St Crieq, atbempted to breal out to sea in a small junk,
St Crieq had not proceeded far down stream hefore ho found himself
surrounded by enemy ervaft,  Seeing that there was no eseape, he
permitted the enemy to close with him. e then fived his ]x)ivdmw
wmagazine, perishing in the fames which destroyed o nnber of his
adversaries,

At first, the siege was conducted with energy, and the defenders
were kept on the alert by fears of incendiavism at night, hut in July
i.;he ardour of the Siamese abated.  Desarges atbributed the clumg:lu
in their demeanour to the impression made upon them by St Crieq’s
despgra.te action.  Kosa Pan claimed afterwards that the French
zwkefl for terms. Probably what happened was that the French
Jesuits in the Fort succeeded in communicating with Bishop Lanea,
whom the Siamese employed as their intermediary, and that through
th‘ese channels the Siamese learnt that Desfarges was prepared to
w1thdx.'mv from the country on terms. He had been tmable to
::Jli:,zbllizltlefoE?jt{:tbx;rgihli};: French crews of. thewi?wq ships in the Gulf.

, at the Bar by the Siamese and conducted

{1

Kosa Pan’s letter, translation n°. 5,
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aht of their fellow-

diveet to the eapital hefore they learnt ol the plig

comntrynen in Bangkolk,

In September 1688, when the Ovifanime avrived with veinforee-
ments from France, the negotintions for withdrawal of the garrison
woere in full swing,  The Siamese were able to prevent diveet inter-
course hetween this ship and Desfarges until all danger of collusion
was past. The additional 200 Frenelimen in this ship were thus
merely an encumbrance to Desfavges, since he had no means of
feeding them without the hielp ol the Sianmese, and they oceupied
accommaodntion in the ship which otherwise might have heen utilised
by his own troops.  He was therefore obliged to hive two ships from
the Siamese for the repatriation of his men to Pondichéric e
agresd that Bishop Lancau and Véret, Agent in Siam ol the
Compagnic des Indes, should stand sceurity for the retwn of
the ships and their hire

A hiteh was caused in the final negotintions by the sudden arvival
in Bangkok of Phaulken’s widow, known in after years as Doua
Gudmar de Pina,  One of Desfarges” Officers, Ste Marie, had Deen up
to Ayutiia to buy provisions for the jomrney, and there received an
appeal from the lady for protection from the fmportunities of a
nobleman,  She suceceded in winning the sympathy of Ste Marie,
with whose help she reached Bangkol, determined to elaiin
passage to Prance,  Céberet nppeavs to have offered Phanlkon shaves
in the Compagnie des Indes to the amoumnt of fr. 300,000, of which
the latber had actually taken up one third . Mhat the widow had «
Just elaim to these funds is implied by the grant whieh she reeeivid
subsequently of & pu?mi(m to which reference is made in her letter,
the fourth Manuseript accompanying thiyg article. ®)

The Siamese objected to her lenving Siam, probahly for the reason
that they themselves claimed the veturn to them of Phaulkon’s
foreign investments, and feared that if she went to IPrance she
would anticipate them.

Desfarges himself was ¢uite veady to surrender her to her enemies,
but he was opposed by eight out of ten of his officers backed by de
Lionne. The Bishop supported Destarges, holding that the comfort of

1) Kaeppelin, op. ¢it., p. 263, for the statement that 350 men embarked,
(2) AC., Affaires de Sian.
@) Also M.E., 882, p. 430,
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o single woman should not be allowed to prejudice the safety of the
whole gm-visrm.(l)

The deadlock was only resolved when Véret produced a letter
from the widow’s mother begging that her daughter he sent hack to
her ab Ayutia, Tr. Maldonato states that all the French clergy were
detained in custody by the Sinmese until the widow left the French
camp. Desfarges in his narvrvative deploved this complication, which
came at a moment when he was haggling over the equipment of his
ships, but he gtated that he eventually obtained an assurance thab
she and her family would enjoy liberty of conscience and protection
from violence. This undertaking appears to have been observed,
since Kaempfer on his visit to Ayut’ia in 1690 had no remark to
make about ill-treatment, hut mevely observed that she was living in
extreme poverty. @

Vollant gives as follows the terms of the agreement finally made
between Desfarges and Kosa Pan:

“ Desfarges was to hirve two ships on the securvity of Véret and
“the Bishop, who stood surety for the return of the ships with
“payment for their hire, also for the vetwm of cash declaved by
“ Phaulkon at his trial to he owing to him by the Compagnie des
« Indes.

“The gavrison was to vetive with all the honours of war, taking
“with it all its cannon, munitions and baggage, after delivering the
“Hfortress intact to the Siamese.

“The Jesuits were to have the option of remaining in Siam
“with the Missionaries in enjoyment of all the privileges eon-
“ferred by the late King. "

«“The Comnpany was to retain the concessions made to it in the
« earlier treatios ® ,

“ Hostages were to be exchanged during the period covered by
«“the vetirement to the ships. Those held by the French were to
“ travel down river with Desfarges, while those held by the Siamese
“were to follow within gunshot of them. The hostages of both
“sides were to be re-exchanged at the Customs post near the
“mouth of the river.

(1) M.E., 854, p. 65T.
(2) Kaempfer, History of Japan, Glasgow ed., 1906, p. 33,
) ;.6 the treaties made by Deslandes in 1682-83,
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The hostages given by the French were Vévet and one of the
General's sons. They were allowed by the Siamese to board Des-
farges” boat for luncheon while still some way above the Customs
post. At this moment news came that some of the crait loaded with
cannon had run aground soon after leaving the fortress. Desfarges
suspected that the alleged accident was designed to vob him of the
cannon,  He refused therefore to allow Véret and his son to leave the
boat, and he did not smrender the two Siamese whom he held as
hostages.  IHis own reference to the incident is quite brief.  He states
that he had been warned to expect an attack as he was leaving the
fortress, but that the Siamese contented themselves with holding back
some of his boats, for which reason he refused to surrender the hos-
tages he leld.

It is extraordinary that Desfarges should not have reckoned upon
the mmpression of treachery which his action was bound te create
in the minds of the Siamese, even if their own conseiences were wy
little cleav as he suspected. It is also extraordinary that the Jesuity
and de Lionne, who elected to retive with him, should not have pre-
vailed upon him to refrain from an action certain to ecompromise the
position of the Bishop and of the Frenchmen remaining in Siam, upon
whom the resentment of the Siamese must fall,

While Vollant deplored the misunderstanding, which he attributed
to wubual suspicioim revived by the incident of Phaulkon’s widow,
Koga Pan’y letter shows that the Siamese drew the worst conclusions.
Their reactions ave described by Fr. Maldonato and by Bishop Lancau
inthe second and third manuseripts.  The justice of Kosa Pan’s con-
tontion cannot be denjed that when the guaranteed parby evades his
vospousibilities it is the guarantor who pays for him.  Kosa Pan
went so far as to claim that by Siamese law the Bishop, ag guarantor
became liable for the death penalty.  Kight out of the ten priests
together with thirty-three French laymen were hmprisoned and
treated so roughly that some actually died. W16 appears therelore
that Kosa Pan took undue credit for his clemency.

The Ietber of Fr. Maldonato emphasises the bitter feelings which
the Siamese entertained for the French. The Bishop, in his letter,
appeared to regard the persecution as inevitable. . His protests were
reserved for the insubordinate Portuguese clergy, especially Peter
MMiyr one of Pl mulkons lﬁbtb .scugbu.ucs whom tlu, Blshop lmd

M M.E., 680, pp. 15 and 189 ; 862, p. 879; 880, pp. 311-613



46 I W, Hurciinsos [ VoL, XXV

oxcommunicabed for rvefusing to recognise the  jurisdiction of the
Apostolic Viears. It is pleasing to observe that 1%, Maldonato gave
no countenance to Peter Martyr’s excesses, although as o Jesuit he
must have sympathised with his protest against French episcopal
jurisdiction in Siam,  In fact, it would appear that the long standing
fend between the French clergy and the Jesuits was finally composed
and Tnid to rest from the time when the Flemish Jesuit Maldonato
championed the cause of the persceuted Freneh Missionarics ab
Ayutia.

One fact of great importance emerges from Iy, Maldonato’s letter,
namely that the Siamese confined their reprisals to the mewmbers of
the French Foreign Mission, while the Jesuits and Dominicans, who
had leen closely identified with Phaulkon, and whom we should ex-
peet to find involved in his disgrace, woere lelt unmolested.  The
assumpbion therefore is that, when subjected to torture, Phaulkon
cannot have disclosed his secret understanding with the Jesuits for
the establishment of Christianity in Siam through the agency of
foreign eivilian officials, whom he had deputed Tachard to enlist in
France with the help of the Josuits.

In the matter of the hostages Desfarges showed himself much less
congiderate for the safety of those he was leaving behind him in
Siamn than did Phaulkon. It is possible that some stivrings of re-
morse for his abandonment of hig surcty, the Bishop, in November
1688, may have influenced his plang in February 1689,

In that wonth, upon his arrival at Pondichéri from Siam, he held
a couneil of war ab which M. Martin, the Company’s chief, strongly
urged the plan of an attack in force on Mergami. Others advocated
returning houe, but the majority with Desfarges were in favour of
making a demonstration at Puket.tt)  Avrived there, Destarges at-
tempted to effect a reconciliation with the Siamese by sending thew
back one of the men he leld as hostages. They refused however
to treat until all had been veturned. The last hostages reached
Ayutia in April 1691, after which the survivors among the captive
Missionarvies were released. :

Desfarges was deterred from showing fight by the knowledge
that the Siamese held the fate of these captives in their hands, Had
thie whole French force concentrated upon a swprise attack against
M rgui, as l\Lmtm rucommcndud thby had every chance of succoud—

(]) K‘chpuhn, op. cit., p. 265.
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ing, and they would then have possessed a solid basis for negotin-
tion, holding prisoners of theie own for exchange with the captives
ab Ayut’ia.

Desfarges eoncluded his sowmewhat complacent narvvative with the
following justification of his Fabian tacties:

« My policy was to husband my ammunition and to gain time
“rather than risk cowrting an atback from the enemy after I had
«expended my powder.  Events proved wme to have been right.
« If by negotiating with thew we had small Tope of finding the
“Siamese sincere, we had none at all for our ultimate safety if we
“had rejected their advances.

. “The greater part of my staft’ was for bolder action, but, as I

“repeatedly veminded them, it would never be too late to make o

“last desperate sorvtie, while time itself might bring us the relicf

“which we could not hope to gain by any etforts of our own.”

Were this the whole story of Desfarges’ leadership, it might be
possible to soften the reproach which is associated with his nawe.
The expedition from begining to end was & tragedy, ol which not the
least important featuve was the selection of an elderly man having
no experience of the Hast for the post of commanding officer.  From
the fact that lie was accompanied l)y‘ hig two sons it would appear
that Desfarges regarded Siam as a field for the improvement of the
family’s fortunes. Y His command at Bangkolk was digtigured by a
laxity of discipline prejudicial to French prestige, and the attair
of Phaulkon’s widow is proof that he did not enjoy the ready obodi-
ence of hiy Officers.

His desertion of ® Phaulkon iu April 1688 might be condoned
on grounds of expediency advoeated by the commereial and religious
French vesidents, bubt it will be remembered that on two other
occasions he shivked the visk of an engagement, both on his original
arrival in Siam, when he refused to fight his way into Banglolk as
the Envoys advised, vather than accept admission as o wmercenary of
Siam,?  and again in 1689 when Martin's projected attack on
Mergui was not supp01'ted.(3)

In April 1688 it would not have been impossible for an energetic

1 Laniex, op. cit., p. 220, who quotes » letter of Deslandes to Delagny.
2) A.C., Jowrnal de Céberet,
®) A.O.,Oa 63, £°,143 : Letter from Mmtin to de Seignelay.

—
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man, backed by a loyal stafl, to bring oft the coup-te-nuin whicel
Phaulkon desired. Tt must e admitbed however that even il they
had suceceded in maintaining Phaulkon in power i 1688, il haed re-
pressed Pra et it is doubtful whether the French could have
maintained the mastery over Siam against the will of the Sinese
abter the full effect was folt there of the union of Epeland with
Holland against France, which took place in 1689, followed by
the capbure of Pondichéri by the Duteh in 1605,

The expedition to Siam, although the largest, it the reinforecments
are included, was by no means the first one sent to the last by
Louis XIV in support of French commerce. When in 1664 the Com-
pagnie des Indes was refloated by Colbert, the ohject was to found
a colony ab Madagasear as a base for the trade which was Lo be con-
ducted with the West Coast of India.  With this end in view, a mi-
litary expedition under Montevergue was senb to oceupy Madugaser,
while the renegade Fleming, Caron, procceded to Surab in order Lo
open up trade there.

Later, when Madagascar wus found to be too big an undertaking
for the limited resources which France could spare, a military expedi-
tion was sent to found a colony in India. On the 5th of Junuary 1670,
Colonel de la Haye, by Royal decree, was given command of three men-
of-war with 286 canon, and was empowered as Louls” Vieeroy to ap-
point wilitary governors in the oceupied territory. A post was fivst
seized in Ceylon, and later, the town of 8t Thomé, near Madras, was
oceupied, but both were lost to the Duleh owing to Jack of unity
between the French connnercial and military leaders. D

Then in 1687, when it was decided to accepb dhe offer of a strong-
hold by the King of Siam, and with Phaulkon's aid to obtain a foot-
ing in Bangkok and Mergui, the military force despatehed under
Desfarges for the purpose was independent both of the Eavoys
entrusted with the negotiations, and of the traders on the spot who
were to give effect to the treaty, The absence of any single control-
ling authority in the Bast gravely prejudiced the prospect even of any
initial success which might have been obtained, ' ’

French enterprise in the Fast during the reign of Louis XIV
sutfered in the firgb place frow too much state control. The Parvisian
1‘1;191'(;11&11(;3 were shy of subscribing their capital, since they held that

@ For ~ : . :
al II‘m an account of the Compagnie des Indes, v. Kaeppelin, op. cit.,
v L

Figer
<
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the Crown possessed too large o share. D Tt suffered in the seeond
place in the Kast by the failuee of the Crown to give supreme control
to the Boaad of Diveetors of the Company, subjecting their loeal Agents
to militury and political dictation. It suffered in the thivd place
oeeasionally from the nisplaced zeal of Feench Missionaries, French
Missionary enterprise was strong in the xvith century, and Mis-
sionavies, who were In the field ahead of the traders, sometimes with
the best of motives prevailed upon the latter to open trade in places
more adapted to evangelistic than to conunercial (.mtur_prisc.(z) This
was the case in Siam.

On the whole, the Freneh Company was nob served worse by its
Agents than the English East India Company.  Even if Véret,®  the
French Agent in Siam, was nob aoman of merit, his predecessor Dos-
landes, ns well as both  Bavon, who suceceded Caron, and Baven's
suceessor, Martin, were all men of worth and ability, no less than their
wore forbunabe Knglish contemporary, Sie John Child, at Surat.

Child, it is true, was dependent apon London for ovders which he
handed on to his colleagues at Madvas, the station vesponsible for the
abortive English expedition against Mergni in 1687, bubt he was
never hampered by the presence of military connanders or of in-
dependent political Agents sent out from home to work heside him
instead of under his ovdoers, as way the ease with the Freneh,

Unitied control of commeree and politics in the Fast was achiceved
with the greabest suceess hy the Duteh in Batavia, who though they
were not individually supervior to their English and French rivals in
the Kuast, and though like them they were not independent of their
masters in Buavope, overtheless roceived from the latter that -
grudging confidence and unfailing support which was the seerel of the
precminence they won during the xvigh e smbury, 4

() Kaeppelin, op. eit., p. 5,

@ A.C, o 63, £2 14 : a letber of the 106h of January 1682 in which the
trader Roques warns the Company againgt Jistening to the advice of Mis-
sionnried who press for the foundation of Agencies for their own conveuience
without reference to their prospects of success.

) AM,, t. IV a letter from Delagny to Martin, dated 28th September,
1698, says: Il est bon de vetiver Vévet, Clest un miséeable hadaud
plein de ¢ petites pussions.”

W See An Essay on the HKast Indic Drade; ils tmportance to ihis
Hingdom ; with o comparative view of the Dulch, French and English Com-
punies . ...+ . ... London, 1770,
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1
Novas bo REYNO DIE SIAM.
[Biblioteca Nacional, Lishoa, Ms.n® 465, 1l 186}

Por m. viag repetinm novas de Bl Rey de Sifo mandar matbar
por traidor o Grego Constantino Falcio a quem Bl Rey de Franga
proximamente finha mandado o titulo de Duque nas, nada acea-
bavamos de dar intr.” eredito por nos faltarem cartas, o testemunho
dos nossos Portuguezes. ate ¢ no mez de Agosto deste prezt anno de
1688, chegou a Macao hum F.° Fre merador desta eid’  de Siio
partio p* costa em janr.® deste mesmo anno, ¢ du costu veyo noesta
6id.® oq.! refere partivio de Franga 5 Naos pera Sidio.

Destas chegarfo quatro em que vinhdio PP da comp® o 800
homens dos q.* na viagem morrerfio 300 dos 500  chegario vivos
pos o Grego em hua fortaleza chamada Baned, 200 com 3 .1 da
Comp.* cada dia morriio 2, ¢ tres p. destemperanga no comer de
lanhas, e beber de wrraca, pello  dezifio mal da Terra, ¢ de quen os
mandara, fugindo m.'® delles e outros roubando ¢ fazendo TR TIN
sultos aos naturaes comque provocarfo ao seu Talapui mayor,
corresponde ao nosso Papa, ajuntar oubros muytos Talupuis, ¢ ir se
queixar ao Rey das insolencing dos Francezes, neste estado deixou
este home as cousas de Sido no tem. ¢ parbio delle.

Em septembro chegou a cantiio huma soma de Siam ¢ purtio do porto
de Pipuli em que vierfio varias cartas de alguns moradores dests
cid! asistentes em Sigo, os q.% rezio morrer 1l Rey de Sito de
pessouha ¢ lhe dera seu crioulo chamado @ Pra Pitivachai por
ver ( perdia o Reyno por niio querer ouvir as (ueixay, ¢ hrados
que o povo lhe dava contra o Grego. Iste o Pra Pitirachai he
0 Rey ¢ mubou os 2. Prineipes, genro ¢ sobrinho do Rey defuncto.
Prendeo logo o Grego dando lhe tratos até confesar  todos
os Francezes e xptioy estavio confederedados com elle para s¢ levantar
coTu o Beyno, e com esta confisio lhe mandou cortar a cabecn, ©
feittos em  quartos, o langmBo aos caens, achouse fanado com
seras lebras no brago que se no poderiio ler. Mattario lhe tdo bem
seus {ihos. A molher, ¢ sogra fielo captivas de Bl Rdy com continuos
t_mt‘)"i ¢ the dam p*  confesem o ¢ sabem. Os mais parcntes prezos,
tidos por traydoves, ¢ as fazendas confiscadas. Tinha o Grego wnina-
da u terra desde sus caza atd o Palacio, esperando occaziam para
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fazer voar. Achando em sua caza muytas armas, polvora, manting, o8
e myl pares de machos.

Trezentos Irancezes ¢ asistiio na fortaleza de Baned cowm a
nova da morte do traydor Grego fizerfo alguns asaltos nas aldews doy
Sioens, porem os Sioes os fordo perscguindo ate os fazer retivar
a fortaleza, avendo de hila ¢ outra parte mortes. E puzerio nos ew
tal aperto, que aos 15 de Julho deste anno de 1688. botario bandr*
branea pedindo por meyo do Bispo Francez Naos pera se irem.
Alguns dizem ¢ lhos concederfio. O coll.” do Bispo esta feito pagode, ¢
os xplos naturaes deste oriente q o Bispo tinha, forfo prezos,
obrigando-os o Rey o q serfo gentios,

O Rey chamou ay Portuguezes p.* lhe defenderem o Cid® ¢ seu
Palacio. A outros mandou p* a Barra a estacar o Rio ¢ segurar a
entrada da armada Franceza o Grego confesou avia de vir este anno
. mayor ¢ a do anno passado.

Pedio o Rey aos capities dos barcos estrangeiros  estaviio no
purto Ihe defendesem o Rio. Os cap.*™ dog nosos 2. Barcos de Macuo
Ihe offerecerfio os bareos, e suas pesoas a seu seruigo,  Aceitou o Rey
to

o offerecim.’ ¢ em sinal de agradecim,® deu, ¢ vestio de sua propria

mio hilas casacas 4 Andre Gomez, Gp™ Franco, Fran® Ferrveira, ¢
outros Portuguezes, prometendo remunerar a acgio concluyda. I
Heam nossos barcos, comr suas galez guarnecendo o Rio,

Mandou o Rey arvecadar todos os papeis do Grego p® por elley
descobriv o8 confederados na traigho, e¢ pt isso prendeo os TP,
Fr.P.° Martyr religioso de SDg.” que por ser secrctario do Grego, o
estio marbirizando cos tratoy, ¢ fica com quatro prizoens.  Por doente
escapon dos tratos o R.PIXr.  IEstevio de Souza Religioso do S.
Agust.’ pt o t8o bem era 2° seerctario do Grego. O R. P. Joio
Baptista Maldonado Flamengo da Comp de Jesus, escapou de ser
avexado p.t dizer ¢ era Portuguez.  Os clerigos Francezes niio pasio
bem. 20 Francezes com hum P.° da comp® Francez q vinham da
fortalezt de Baned em hila chalupa fordo mortos.

Quis o Rey mandar a esta cid.® htia fragatta com Portuguezes por
temer, ¢ se baldiassem com os Francezes,

Na fortaleza de Tanccery deram os Sioens de repente, e degollarfio
pasante de 100 pessons em ¢ entrarfio Francezes, Inglezes, ¢ oubros
xplos; fugindo quarventa Francezes em lum barco pello rio fora.
Affiemam as cartas ¢ ndo tornariio o Francezes a por pé em Siam,
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mas ¢ o bem a christand.® csta accabada. A propaganda se pode
dar tio bem p.t accabada por que Siam era todo seu Assilo, onde as-
sistiam os Bispos, e por onde se carbeava, e mebia seus missionarios, ¢
subsidios nas missoens da China, Tuin Kym ¢ Cochichina,  Agora nio
tem ja p* onde os introduzir, senfo por Macao, ou por meyo dos
portuguezes.  Os intentos de Franca tio bem se frustrarfo porque
nfto tem oubro conto, nem nenhum Rey com vsbe succeso os admibtivia,

As consequenciay desta facgam, sam todas fataes: por ¢ soando por
bodos estes reynos,  os Kurupeos (q p poucos sam os ¢ saibam
destinguiv Portuguezes de Francezes) que com capa de propagar o
£é, se quizerfio levantar com o reyno de Siam, langardo a todos os
missionarios, e Kuropeus de seus Reynos; ¢ lhe fecharfio todos os
portos como Loz Japam, presumindo de  nos fagamos o ¢ o8 Fran-
cezes fizer®o e Siam, Asym  estdo muy arviscados todos os nis-
sionarios nio s§ Francescs, so ndo ainda os Portuguezes, ¢ mays
Euwropeus o serem langados fora da China Tunkym, ¢ Cochiching,
¢ mays reynos com perdas de todas as christand.®™ o ¢ Deos nio
permitta.  Isto mesmo tem em os Portugueses de Siawm ;o concluyda
 guerra dos Francezes os matens ou os lancen t3o hem o clles fora.

O ¢ o tew feitto em 2 depende delles conbrn os Trancezes.

CRITICAL REMARKS.

 'This aceount of the ruin of French enterprise in Siam was written
ab the Porbuguese settlement of Macao, sumarising the contents of
letbers brought to the neighbouring town of (unton in Scptember
1688 by a ship which sailed from Pebehaburi (Pipuli) after the death
of King P'ra Narai in the smmmer of 1688,

The writer, was a Portuguese whose countrymen in the xviish
wenbury were bitterly opposed to the French Missionaries, hecause
from the year 1660 onwards they had disregarded the ancient claim
made by Portugal to the supervision of Christian enterprise in all
countries ecastward of a line drawn from the poles through the
Azoves.  Bishop Pallu, the Apostolie Vicar and founder of the French
Foreign Mission, supported by the approval of Louis XIV, obtained
in 1669 from the Pope an edict which explained that Rome only re-
cognised the pretentions of Porbugal in places subject to Portuguese
soverciguty.  Laber, in 1680, Rome insisted that an Oath of Alle-

giance be adwinistered to all clergy residing under the jurisdiction of

|
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the Apostolie Viears; and sinee the latter were members of the
Freneh Foveign Mission, the Oath was a souree of grievanee both to
the Portuguese wmd to other Missionary ovganisations, sueh as Jesuits
and Dominicans,  The former succecded nltimately in alienating the
sympathy of Louis XIV from the Foreign Mission by representing
that the Oath was ineonsistent with that King's sovercign rights, 1)
The hostile reforences of the weiter to eeneh Missionaries and to
their eomtrymen in general ave therefore more easily aceonnted for
than his inpecracies of fact.

The ships veported to have sailed from France in 1687 were ae-
bually six not five in number, the three warships Qéisecae, Goillard,
Maligne, and the three fites Dromadaire, Loive, Normundie, carrying
(36 officers and men under General Desfarges, 492 smrvivors reached
St where they were split up hetween Bangkok and Mergui ete. ()

The lack of discipline in the garrison at Bangkole was the subject
ol comment in the letters of Fr, Tachard, who contrasted 16 with the
stn'u"t standard vequired of his eseort by Chevalier de Chaument.®

“ra 17t Racha (Pitra Chai) was an influential nobleman who had
(‘.'.()nnn:m(l of the state clephants,  He headed the national puty of
Siamese joalous of Phaulkon’s influence over P'ra Narai and over hig
adopted son e 171 Tn May 1688 Pra PPet assumed power by foveo,
arrested Phaulkon, assassinated Pa 175, and, alter the excention of
Phavtkon and death of P'ra Narai, the two surviving hrothers of
Pra Narai,  There is no elear evidenee that he poisoned Pra Narai
The King's son-in-law and nephew mentioned in the narrative are
presumably to be indentiffed with Pea i and/jor the King's hrothers,

(teorge Phaulkon swevived his Pather until 1709, and had insue, Y
Hewas the only recorded ehild of Constantine Phaulkon.  In Novem-
her 1688 the widow was free to come to Bangkok and importunc
Defarges for n passage to France.

According to the writer of Relation des Révolutions the number
of French soldiers actually besioged in Bangkole was 200 not 300,
The st abement that they sent the Bishop with a flag of truee is incor-
veet, The Bishop was outside the fortress with the Siamese, and utilised
by them to conduct nurotutlons WlL]l tl 1 besieg ud uu,rn.son IL was

M v, Pmot, op. ¢it., p. 31; «LI‘O JBH Vol XXVI p(ut I.

@ A M., B n° 61, £°175 ; nlso B*n° IT, to 504; A. C., tome 2.
®) A M. , Lettres du P. Tachard.

{4)

M. E., Mémoires du P, Aumont,
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only after the departure of the garrison and violation of the tevmes of
withdrawal that the Bishop and Missionavies were imprisoned or {hieir
buildings sacked, i. e. some months after the sailing of the ship which
brought the news on which this inaceurate acconnt is based,

If Peter Martyr was imprisoned at the time of Phaulkon’s fall e
certainly was ab large some months afterwards, for his insubordinate
exploits are recounted in Bishop Lancau’s letter.

du Bruant, with his garrison of 125 men at Mergui, the port of
Tenasserim, defended himself against the attacks of the Siamese until
his water supply was cut off. Having retained access to the sea, he
seized the ship Merguy and prepared to rvetive from the country,  Fle
lost 20 men in a panic which oceured during the embarcation, hut.
his worst troubles came later. The South-West Monsoon drove him
on to the coast of Burma where he was refused asylum hy the inhi-
bitants. Off the Arracan coast he fell in with a Trench ship, hut
was taken prisoner together with it by the English at Balasor, and his
30 survivors only reached Pondichéri on the 15th of January 1689, two
weeks ahead of Desfarges,

The reference to a massacre of English and other uropeans altor
the departure of the French from Mergni is probably an echo  of
what actually occurred there in July 1687, during the attempted oe-
cupation of that town by Captain Weltden with two English warships,
About 33 Englishmen and 20 Portuguese are estimated to have losg
their lives in a midnight affray which ended in Weltden's vobiro-
ment, @)

The power and the vindictivencss of Siam in 1688 appear to b
overrated in this letter. Doubtless on its arrival in Siam Destarges’
force offered a sorry spectacle, being decimated by illness after o lon &
voyage. Its poor discipline and the insubordination of jts Officers
may have created a false impression regarding the relative power of
Siam and France as seen hy Porvtuguese bred in Siam. Kosa Pan,

who had been in France, suffered under no such illusion, as his lotbers
show,

) v, Kaeppelin, op,
pp. 458-469,

@) Records o f the Htelations ete, vol, V, 11, p. 25,

cit., pp. 263-264, who quotes M émoires de Martin,
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1T
ProPacaNDs Fepe-Roye, Scrirtues REFERITE, VoL, 5, No, 104,3)
Siam, 26/11/88,

Lugubrem tragediam in hoe Sinmensi Theatro exhibitam et nuper
SV a me missam prosequor modo usque ad eatastrophen, ut tandem
cognoseatur qua cautela inter othicos ad fidem Christi disseminan-
dam utendum sit.

Abeuntibus hine Gallis presidiaviis, simul D, Abbas de Lionne,
Rosalize Episcopns nominatus et VIID eiveiter clerici, XTI Patres
nogtri abierunt, uno hic remanente,

Pacifice hie exitus utrimeue leeb adimodum caute, datis hine inde
ad ommem scenvitatem obsidibuy, tractabatur; sed neseio quid doluy
ommne in fine corrupit.

Obgides Galli ad naves solerber se receperunt, retentis nihilominus
ihidem et postea abductis Siamensinm obsidibus Mandarvinis,  Irau-
dem subodorati Siamenses in Gallos furere cosperunt,  Ex o els
leiquob fere 40 seaphas ad naves deducehant needum o portu egressi:
in hos furor desseviit vineula, ])hw:w mnproprias, insultationes in coy
ad omuem ignominiam conjectas,

Twm e hae notitin ad novam Regem pervenit, statim elevid om-
nes Galli eoan suis diseipnlis et nosber etinm pater Lo Breuille ad
tribunal acciti post in carcovem detrusi, exceptis minoribus seholasti-
eis; ubi per aliquot dies cippun, catenas, compedes, aliaque vineulo-
v genera experti, nune etinm sed a vinealis fere soluti tenentur,

Tnterdum hona omnia Seminarii et supellex qua sacra qua profana
in Libros fuit relata ob qdiasi fisco addicta aperiuntur, Talapoiis seu
honzig et templi domimimn adeptis.

Guod sane wgre Levendum, sed mgrius eb mgerrimum quod dicam,
Ipsi TN et Rev™ DL Episcopo Metellopolitano injecta ad eollum
catena cnn cippo ligneo, quod enidam Mandarino licet inimico tam
ignominiostm visum est ub cippum anferri jusserit, relicta interin ad
collum eabena, (ua vincbus ad urbem ab ostio fluminis a Siamensibus
ladibundis prope- palatinm adducitur, ubi sub tuguribus velut ad Tudi-
brium expositus solitarie custoditur, prohibito ad ewn accessu.

Interim per quemdani clericum, qui ad procurandam captivis
alnnommn hbutate Imt donatm Il]m D0 ]uunﬂllma mea ol)su]um

) I‘r agment ota]etter tmm ]’r M,leon(uo S J to the Pope The pre-
ceding lettcr, to which reference is inade in the fivst paragraph, has not heen
found, nor yet the original of which this fragment is a copy.
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offeri curo.  Uno graviovibng uibusdam Tusitanis proposui, Chris-
tianace ecaritatis llustre specimen futwenm, si pro Episcopo tante
dignitatis viro intevcedevent; quod facturos spero, si intercessioni
futurus sit locus, hoe preesertim indignationis tempore, duwm omnin
qlm (Gallos spectant Simmensibus suspicionis, odii, proditionis mater-
iam prabere videntur,

Tervibilem persecutionem hic ¢t alibi ne oviatwr admodum vercor,
Rex novus ad causs sum justitiam declavandam undequaque Litterns
gpargit contra Gallos. Unde illius Nationis Missionarii in grave
periculum et Misgiones omnes adducuntur, cum ab odio nationis
facile ad odinm Legis fiat progressio, uti hie experimur, indigenis
qui fidem snseeperunt inmn varie vexatis et nonnullis ad idolatriam
dilapsis. »

De hae Residentia quid fuburmm sit nescio: wmdificia  quadam
ostentat a D. Constantino nostro intimo fautore erecta, quae sine
dubio Siamensium bilem provocant.

Semel ad tribunal fui evocatus et parum abfuit quin tumn caperer
propter fugam vidue D. Constantini, que sibi metuens, ad Liber-
tatem, pudorem, vitamque tuendam una cum filiolo ad areem

fallovum se receperat, patvoeinio Christianissimi Regis protegenda,
cujus Litteras varias de Faleonia familin sub Reginm patrocinimm
assumpta secum ad Dueem Gallicum deferebat  sed illa pessime fuit
accepta,  Patres nostri veluti fugm autores ab ipso Duee apud
Siamenses fuere accusati, licet falso et admodum temere, et nostri
privg illi Dominge periculum rejectionis fqum contigit aperuissent.
Ceeterum ¢uamdiu illa mulicr in p()tv%znt(\ Galloram fuit, tamdin
cleriel omnes ot noster Pater Ta Breunille in eumtodia tenebantur, et
nisi Sismnensibus Lusitani interpretes notum fecissent, me negotiis
(allicis nulli modo esse implicitum, hand dubie cum alils detinebar.
Interim, ubli Dux Dominam illam ex arce demisit in Siamensinm
manus, quod omnes nationes admodum  rveprobavere~—sacerdotes
ommnes ¢ custodia dimisi sunt. ... '

(Translation) )
Scripra RerERITA, Vol V, No. 104, Propacanpa Fipri,
Faraer MALDONATO S. J. 70 GENERAL 0F JESUIT ORDER,
Siam, the 26th November 1688,
I now continue the account which I recently sent to Your Holiness
of the sad tragedy enacted in Siam, trusting that it will at last prove
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how great arve the preeantions needed in spreading the faith of Christ
among the heathen,

The Bishop Eleet of Rosalie, Lord Abbot de Liome, with about
eight clevies and eleven of our Fathers, departed with the vetiving
French gurrison, leaving only one Father hehind,

Hostages had heen exchanged in the interest of security, and the
vetivement was heing effected without hostilities on either side
though with some eireminspection, when Tknow not what shift finally
ruined everything.  The French hostages uietly betook themselves
haek to their ships, while the Siamese Officials who were still held
as hostages hy the Freneh were ultimately carried off hy them,

The Siamese no sooner suspected  treachery than they hegan to
vage neainst the Frenchi—  some forty of their harges were on
their way to join the ships, b were still in the river.  The rage of
the Siamese found vent in imprisonment, blows, defilement ; and every
form of insult and indignity which was levelled against the French,

When the news of it eame to the ears of the new Monarch,
straightway all the French clergy and their converts, together with
owr Father T Brenille were hailed into comt and thence plunged
into jail, only the younger pupils heing spared. There for sevoral
days they saffered the “cangue”, handentfs, chains, and every other
form of constraing; and there they are still confined, though no
longer in chains,

Meamwhile, all the property of the Seminary, including Churel
and  other  farniture, was inventoried, and  confiseatod  for the

r

Treasury, Palapoing or onzes being pub in conbrol of the Chureh,

This was hard to kear in all truth, bat what was harder still, nay
hardest, of all, has yot to he told.  Fetters and a wooden “cangue”
wore Joaded on the neek of the Honourable and Reverend Lord
Bishop of Metellopolis.  This appeaved so unworthy in the eyes of a
certain Official, who i no friend of ours, that he gave orders for
their removal, ldaving only a neck-chain with which the Bishop was
hound and led by the enrvaged Sianmese from the viver’s mouth to
the Capital, wheve he was exposed and then imprisoned in a hut to
which all access was forhidden and there exposed to the mocking
crowd.

Meanwhile, through the ageney of a cleric who has been given his
freedom in order that he may beg sustenance for the prisoners, I am
offering my hwmnble duty to His Lordship, and I have suggested to
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the more responsible of the Portuguese that inter eession on theiv part
for the worthy Bishop would consbitute a signal example of Chris-
tian Charity. I trust they will do so, it there is any opportunity fov
mediation ab the present time when ever ything affecting the Frene h
appears to offer the Siamese material for suspicion, hatred antd
treachery.

T have reason to fear that a dreadful perscention will rage hoth
here and elsewhere. The new King, to justify bis actions, has des-
patched letters far and wide directed against the French: henee
Missionaries of that nation, and, indeed all Missionaries, are in grave
peril, sinee it is but a step from hatred of the forcigner to contempt
of the law, as we are finding heve, where native proselytes are so
perseeuted that not a few have slipped back into idolatry.

T Ao not know what will hecome of this Residency. The sight of
certain buildings erected by TLord Constant, our firm sapporter, i
doubtless provocative to the Siamese.

T once received a summons and was nearly arrested in the matter
of the escape of Lord Constant’s widow who fearving for her person,
and to protect her life, liberty and virtue, hetook herself with her
young son to the French Fort.  She brought with her cor tain letters
promising the patronage of the Most Christian King for the Planl-
kon family, and on the strength of them she claimed the protection
of the French King. '

She met however with a very cold vdegption from the French
(General, who in his negotiantions with the ‘Hmnwﬂo charged our
Fathers with instigating her escape, unjustly indbed and vashly, sinee
they had previously warned her of the imminent danger of a vebuft’
Nevertheless, ag long as that lady remained with the French, so tong
were all our clevies and our Father La Breuille held in confinement ;
and if the Portuguese had not made known to the Siamese that I was
in no way concerned with the French business, there is no (1ouht that
I should have been imprisoned with the vest,

Meanwhile, when the General had expelled that Lady from the
Fort and delivered her over to the Siamese (thereby ineurring the
censure of every nationality) all the Priests were released,




4N [] TIE RETIREMENT OF THE FPRENCIT GARRISON 59

ITI .
PROPAGANDA FRDE, Scrirrork RErerite, V, No. 195,
Siam, 23rd Nov. 1689.
From Bishop of Metellopolis to Saered College,

Furtim e eavcere seribo ad BV, quamvis plurimum dubitem num
ad illarmn manus haee perventura sit cpistola, unde et utor papyra
sinensi ut facilius abscondi possit; ot omissis fere ommibus quwe serib-
enda forent, de praesenti tantunnodo statu in quo degimus certiores
faciam 16, V.

Tertins dechnus abhine mensis est ex quo sumus in careere, cjecti
ex tedibus nostris, rebus omnibus  spolinti, et cleemosynis vitam
ubrmngue sustinentes, non panca cquidem qumw indigenarum wsibus
minus erant idonea nobis velicta fuerant, et his servandis duo ex
nostvis Hberi® dimissi, At paucis abhine diebus igni consumpta
sunt haee omnia, sie disponente Domino per infinibum amorem suum,
ub simus sine pera, sine sacewlo, sine caleeamentis, utinam sic ot
aptiores cfficlamur ad preedicandum evangelium regni.

Deus tamen, qui non defieit in necessariis, providit quod unus
e nostris Doe. M. Stephanus Paumard co quod vegi defuncto
medicamenta ministrasset, et iba sihi maiorem henevolentiam concili-
assel, (uasi pro remuneratione plenani haberet quacmncque  vellet
faciendi ot cundi facultatem. [Hie fere unus est qui incarceratis
omnibus parat, quin ne granum quidem ovize illis datur; veliqui
omnes missionarii una cugn Pabre de la Breaille o Soce: Jesu probata
virbutis vivo, maxima ¢fin alumnorun eolegii ((quod destructum est)
parte, cum multis Al sweularibus in vineulis sunb: b quantas toto
hoe temporve passi sint  tribulationes  ineommoda, opprobria  ac
molestias referive non possum, quia earcer ille inter totins mundi
cavceres est dwdgsimus ad perferendum: mihi vero utpobte tantm
palestrm non idoneo, longe levior assighatus est, nisi primis mensibus,
nee infernales ub religni pornas sustinui,

Indigens, qui Catholicam susceperant fidem, bonis onmibus
spoliai sunt, et in captivitatem redacti simul cum aliis aliquot
externis: hoe maxime me movet quod alumni seminarii per diversa
sint  dispersi loea: indigene in captivitatem pariter venerunt
gentilium : pauci, qui ratione morborum, qui tum grassabantur,
remanserunt cam duobus illis missionariis ad servandas sarcinas,

@ The word  liberi ” is repeated in the original,
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studia nt possunt continuant—quod ot agunt alii ui st in eareeps
cum magistris adeo ub a pristino fervore suo Inter tob erumnnas
nondwm videantur interfuisse.

Hine spero, quod si Deus libertatem dederit, ad priorm magno eum
ardove reversuri sint exercitia.

Bt re vera, haee incarvceratio illis pro novitintu omnium présstan-
tissimo futura est.  Foe enim eum bona venia 1. V., quibus totius
orbis missionium eura commissa est, dixerim quod ad perficiendos
missionavios et ad rite disponendos in muncre vero apostolico nihil
aptiug est, meo quidem judicio, quam majores hnjusmodi et extra-
ordinavie tribulationes,

Tnexpertus vix potest eredere quantis o Domino gratiis calestibus
tumn donentur, et quam  evidenter doceantur wlteriora vitwe Aposto-
licm secreta, ut toti post modum ex Deo pendeant: of quidun
secundum id, quod deforis est, jam experientia didicimus posse vitan
sustineri absque pecunia, non quidem in deliciis, sed cum oviza
et piscibus exsiccatis—quod antea videbatur impossibile.

Cum Lusitanis aliquanto mitius actum est propter politicas
quasdam rationes, quanquam vavias et ipsi identidemn passi sint
molestias ; sed utinam religiosi, qui illorum in campo degant, ista—
prout decebat—Dbene usi essent indulgentia. Sed rieg in contrariom
recidit.

De patribus Soc: Jesu non loquor.  Hi enim crga Sanctam Sedem
obsequentissimi semper extiterunt, nti et tres smeulares, ex quibus
duos ordinavi et qui in ecelesia illormn sacra semper faciumt,—sed
non ita in ecclesia Dominicorum.  IlHe sunt (Pyingue Sacerdotes, omnes
censura innodati-~tres Dominieani, wnus Atwustinianus, b wnus
sacerdos sweularis, Pater Petrus Martyr pm'nghi officio fingitur;
ille juramentum faciebat in manibus meis, sod post e hene aesbo-
rum poenitens, aliquando negat dicbum juramentum se praostitisse ;
alias vero fatebur fecisse quidem sed per metum, Jam seripsi ad
E. V. me sacerdotem illam, prius a me suspensum, excotninmnicar
nominatim ; sed non potuisse eandem excommunicationis scntentiam
contra reliquos proferve propter illos videlicob tumultus, gui- tune
t('nnpm*is contigevent,—ideoque in suspensione ot penis quae ox
violata suspensione incurruntur permansisse ; volueram enim §llorum
obsequinm tentare per suspensionem antequam ad excommunicationem
venivem. Jam vero pradictus P. Petrus Martyr illos omnes ad
sacramentos admittit, quin et vices suas parochi dicto sacerdobi ex-

communicato et omnjum ignorantissimo committit, Quod- autem
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conbraviam sequantur agendi rationemn Patres Soc: Jesu hine gravis-
simann ab aliis perferunt perseeutionem, et quod noluering s nuurd()t«.nn
illum addmittere intea ceclesiam ad legendum nescioquid, ideo aliguis
Dominieanus, qui conmissarinm Sancte Inquisitionis se appellat,
conbra illos wti infractores Sanetw  Inguisitionis dicibe processus
facere.

Cum Pater Ludovicus o Matre Del recens venisset a 'Penasserim cb
adbue esseb in eymba, vita Frustus est, ad illum sepeliendum vener-
unt Patres Soe: Jesn meo nomine rogati, sed I Augustinianus
nomine Stephanus tantum exeitatur rumorum adversus illos qui
defuncti corpus ad dictorum Patrum Soc: ceclesiam volebant deferre
et talin dixit adversus Sanctam Sedem maximo cum  adstantinm
scandalo ut Superior Patruim Soe: Jesu coactus st cedere @ alioguin
veniendum erat ad pugnos eb verbera, Pater enim ille Augustinianus
potius militis personam referat quam religiosi viri.

Sed haee allague innunmeraque 1V, veferve superflutin est, necque
illum quod apponi possit remediom ego video quominusg enim il)'-;muet
Sancta Sedes nominatim crgd illos excommunieationem 1)1'01011b(

Porro Rex Cocineing bene atfectus est erga Christianos: duobus
hisee posterioribus annis litterns ad me eb munera miserat, quas Man-
daring, cum sibi fecissent por interpretes explicari, vidissentque nimis
honoritice de Christinna religione logui et niming mihi laudes dicere,
noluerunt illas mihi reddi ‘

Soli Patres Soc: Jesu pro nobis stant, librosgue nostros eb plura ecele -
st ornumenta apud se gervaverunt,  Viso illa sola sunt quae vim
fgnis effugere.  Mulbagillis habemus gratias, sed hiy temporibus vix
quidguam possunt.

Cuweberum 15 V. supplex obbestor velint meminisse huiusee Missionis
desolations, quin vere manus Dei tetigit nos et omnia illins ceelesiwm,
et fluctus super nos transicrunt adeo ut tedet vivere, heatosque
vepubamus illos quos citiug ex hae vita vis arunmarum eripit.  Facti
sumus in canticun populo ; sed quid conquerny de nobis, cun b ips
religio ac Drus ipse J. CHRISTUS versus sib paviter in canticwm £
Hand scio ubrmm ad destructionem vel emendationem hae omnia
induxerit super nos Drus, sed quicquid sit, rogo E. V. sibi persuadeant
quod seu in vita seu in morte ab ob%qmo bm)ctao buhs et Sa.um

Ln 1\I 1.1'0111(\1 Nobe. (Pro Pa.l,rll)us illis l)onnmuuns eL Auwustnu.mlq ul
mentem revocandis hoe unmn superest remedium, quod ad T, V. ja pridem
seripsi sed nondum vespousum accepi, ub scilicet expellantur ex religione sua
per Grenerales suoy, nec flat ulla mentio de imperio Banctue Sedis.)
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Congregationis (quidquid adversum hos posgit objici, aut in suspicio-
neiwn voeari), numguaim Duo danbe esse discossuros,

Quod s quid per errorem aub inscientiam a me gestum est, seu @
sociis eb patribus, swmmo mibi solatio foret, si ante mortem— licet illa
Jam forte sib in januis— veniam a S, 8. indultam esse cognosceerem,
guoniam ad summum Pontificem non licet seribove.

Supplex E, V. obtestor ut apostolicam henedictionent pro e, pro
omnibus fratribus meis, pro alumnis aliisque fidelibus et concaptivis
nostris, qui in vineulis sunt, impetrent.

E. V. hum : eb oblig: servus
Lupovicus Epts Metellopolitanus Vie Apl:

Siam,

(Translation)
Proracanns Fepe,  Scryrrure Reverite V. 195,
Bisuor LaNNEAU 10 THE SACRED COLLEGE.
Siam, the 23rd November, 1689,
Your Emiimnces,

A prisoner and in stealth I write this letter, much doubting
whether it will reach Your Eminences, Hence, I write on Chinese
paper w Tich may be more easily concealed if only to acquaint Your
Eminences of the circumstances under which we now live, omitting
almost all else about which I should write.

For thirteen months we have now been ¥, JcLﬂ cast out from our
homes, stripped of all our possessions, and su.r%sbmv on charity lor
our mutual support. :

No small store of goods, useless to the natives, was left to us; and
to administer this store, two of our band were given their freedom.
But a few days since, all this store was destroyed by five, the Lord

in his infinite tenderness disposing that without serip, purse or

sandals we should thus be better fitted to preach the Gospel of his
Kingdom. g

Yet God, who fails not in adversity, has ordained that one of our
number, Doctor M. Stcphen Paumard should have full liberty to
go and act for us, in return for the good-will he gained in adwmi-
nistering simples to the late King.

He is almost the sole provider for all the prisoners, since not even
a grain of rice is supplied to them, Allthe Missionaries are in chains,
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bogebher with that Jesuit of proved worth Father de la Breuille, the
major portion of the students, whose college has been destroyed, also
many other secular Christians.

The troubles, insults, and persecutions which they have borne all
this time ave too nunerous for me to record, since of all this world’s
cruel prisons their prison is the wost intolerable. I indeed, save in
the fivst months, have been spared their diabolical torments and Lave
been given a lighter yoke: may be T was accounted too weak to hear
50 great hardship.

The native converts to the Catholic Faith are robbed of all their
goods and deprived ef their liberty, together with sundry other
foreigners.

Tam much worried that the Seminavy pupils should he scattered
in diverse places; the native pupils have likewise fallen into the
hands of the gentiles. A few only, who by reason of their ill-health
have remained with those two Missionaries deputed to guard the
Stores, carry on their studies as best they can, as do also the rest
who are in jail with their teachers, and show no less zeal than of
old, in spite of their great affliction. This fact gives me reason to
hope that if by God’s grace they are set free, they may retwn to
their original studies with increased ardour,

In truth, this imprisonment will serve ag an incomparable novitiate.
For I would beg leave of Your Eminences, the trustces of all Mis
sions on this globe, to stabe that in my humble opinion no Missionary
training can equal these gleeptionally heavy afflictions as discipline
in the Apostolic duti%ﬁw

The Heavenly Grace with which they ave endowed must be scen
to he believed; as also the wanifestation of that profound mystery
in the Evangelist’s life—his complete dependence upon God's will,
Indeed, from actual experience we now know that life can be main-
tained without money,—mnot of course in luxury, but with rice and
dried fish,—a fact which before would have scemed impossible.

For eertain political reasons the Portuguese have been more lightly
treated, though even they too have suffered sundry persecution. I
wish that the Fathers residing in their camp had made seemly use
of their liberty ; hut the contrary is the case.

I say nothing of the Jesuit Fathers : they have always excelled in
obedience to the Holy See, as have the three secular priests, two of
whom I ordained, who officiate in their church. But in the .Domini-
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cany’ chureh it is otherwise, where there ave five priests all wader
cuHure thres Dominicans, one Augustinian snd one see ke,

. Poter Martyr acks as purish priest. Tl oath was ainistered
to hlm by me, bub later on he rep ented of Tiis subunrission, and now
sometimes denies that he took the Oath at of hoer fies T says
that he was intimidated into taking it.

1 have written to Your Fiuinences that b fivsl suspeteded thad
priest and then exconnmunicated him, but was prevented by reason
of the troubles of that time from giving effect to a similar sentenee
ol excommunication against the others, wnd that they therefore re-
mained undor suspense and under the penalties incurr wl for vielating
it for T desived to test their obedience by suspending themn helore
proceeding to excommunication,

The aforesaid Peter Martyr now admits all of them to (he saerne
ments, and even entrusts his pavish duties to these o xeoniieitted
and most ignorant priests  The Jesuib Fathers, who follow it
ferent course, are subjected to a severe perseention by the others,
and because they refused to admit that priest o their ehireh to rewd
something or other, a Dominican, calling himsell a Gomissive of the
Holy Inquisition, is actually said to be procecding against them for
offences aguinst the Holy Inquisition,

When Fabher Louis of the Mobher of Gorl came fately frong Fenas-
serim and died while still in his boat, I suninoned the Jesuit Pathers
to bury him, but one of the Augustinian Fathers muned Stephen vaised
such outery against them when they wotld Tning the vemains intn
the Jesuit church, and uttered such words zL‘;;ﬁLinm the Holy see to
the seandal of those present, that the Jesuit Supervior was Toread
give way, else would they have come to blows and stripes, for l»lm,t
Augustinian Father has more the likencess of a man of ware than of
a man of God,

But reference to these and obher events is superfluous, nor do 1 see
what vemedy can be found other than individual (‘\(‘()lllnllllllc‘ wion
by the Holy See. (1)

Th(, Kluo of Cochm (Jhnm, 18 Wdl dlapowd Lowm ds the C hm(,h.

{1 ) M.uvnml Not(, In the matter ot those l)omlul(' LS sl L\lllru\i,]“] L,
there is one remedy that vemning, ns T have prmmnsly xumrexi.ml to Your
Eminences though I have not yet received reply ;—it is Lh.mt Lhov should b

expelled from theu Orvders by their own General, avoiding ull meuntion of the
-authority of the Holy See.
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In the past bwo years he has sent me gifts and letbers which when
transmitbed wuere considered by the Siamese Otlicials to be too favour-
able to the Christian veligion and too flatbering to me. On that
account they were unwilling that T should have then,

The Jesuit Fathers, who are our only champions here, have pre-
served our books and many church ornaments in their abode—these
were all that cscaped the five—and we owe them much gratitude,
though at the present time they can havdly effect anything for us.

However, I adjure Your Eminences to bear in mind the poverty of
this Mission ; for of a truth the hand of God is heavy upon us and
upon all pertaining to the chureh in Siam.  The flood has so over-
whelmed us that life is o burden, and we veckon those happy who
have been berveft of life Lefore us through the intensity of theiv
suffering.

We have heen made the subject of ribald songs; hut why should
we complain, when even our Faith and the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ himsell is treated likewiRe ? '

I know not whether God had brought all this upon us to the end
that He may improve us. Be that as it may, I beg Your Eminences
to rest assured that vever by God’s grace will we alive or dead ever
depart fromy our duty to the Holy See or to the Sacred College, no
matter what our enemies may cast in our beeth or bring into suspicion.

But since T may be at the very gate of death and may not write
to the Supreme Pontift, if aught has Deen done in ignorance by me
or my fellow-workers andalfathers, it would be a priceless consola-
tion to know thab p&l(]r’h lhas been granted by the Holy See. W

On wy knees I adjure Your ]Llumcncw to invoke the Apostolic
Benediction for me, for all my bretheren, for our pupils, and for the
the other believers and fellow-workers.

Your Eminences’ most huible
and obliged servant,

Louss, BlH]l()l) of Metellopolis, Viear Apo%ohc of Smm.

»

M) The Bl\hop « nssurance of his loyalty to the Sacred College was ocengion-
ed by n rebulke he had received from Rome for lack of zeil in Administering
the “Oath” to vecalcitrant clergy in his See. His position was very dchmte -
ginee the terms of the Oath had been drawn up in Rome to re enforce his
authority, but they caused offense to lis sovereign, Lonis XIV. The Bishop
was thus faced with the dilemma of reconciling ’rhe conflicting claims of the
Pope and of T.ouig XIV to appoint N[l‘:‘*lO]l(mlE%.
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v

QUuAI D’ORSAY. Mémoires et documents, Vol 11, No, 00
PHAULEON'S Winow 1o Tik FreNct BisHor IN CriNa.

Excellentissime Domine,

Cum Sinaram seaphis bonus odor famss Exe:Vas Libtoribus istix
accessit, nec minus innatm pietabis rumor et virbubis ardor ae miser-
icordise inelinatio ad omnium precipue ad meas anves pervenit, quim
quasi in vineulis, ut olim Johanmes—si licet ita fari—andivi.

Unde illum iwmitans, ad Dominwm Patriavehum, ut ad Messian,
epistolant mitto, et pace vestra interrogo. T es qui venturus est, an
alium expectanus ?

Ne quaeso mirvebur, Excellentissime Domine, quin mulier afllicta
sum, Illa ego que quondam quasi domina gentinm in hoe Siwuni
emporio incedebam, ¢ Rege excitatn, a Principibus ac proceribus
venerata, et ab harum provineiarum populis adorata, atqne insuper—
quod eaput est—a Christianissimo Gallisrum Rege o a sanctissino
Dowino nostro felicis recordationis Innocentio XT in honorem ae mu-
nificentiam benignitate habita, eo quod non ego modo sed cbinm conjux
meus Constantinus tum Romanam fidem, tum omnes Missionarios
Apostolicos summo amore prosequebar, fovebum, adjuvabam, dirige-
baw, defendeban, et ad omnia els necessaria prompta cram, (uac
quidem nullus covwn, qui ex tunc usque modo vivit, inticiabitur,

At ubi est, ut aiebant, MissionariorurbwMater? Illa ubi Jueet ?
-Ubi cubat in Meridic? Est in palatii vine ;‘\'\», in servitudine Regis
assidua, in labore et mwrore confecta, in vigiliis lll}llt.iH eb In periculis
exposita, in angustils ac tenebris Lucew expuctans, Jucet non in
strato nobili, sed in cucinac Regis angulo.  Cubat in humo gelida vt
in vigilantia domus.

Tantun rerum est hujus seculi vicissitudo,

En cur mea quarit epistola: cur mea quarit epistola: tu es (ui
venburus est 7 Venturus es, Excellentisgime Domine, venturus es wd
istam Del servam de Manibus orei liberandam 2 Venturus ne es, non
Jam ad Parventern Patrum sed humilissimam ancillam de tob miseriis
sublovandam ? - Veni, Domine, jam et noli tardave. Nam ad tuum
adventum istamet tristitin lactabitur, et pro conlpd

! . : rto habeo quod
tonabit vox vostra in auribus meis:

u : “Jam hiems transit, imber
abiit ot recessit, surge, amica mea, eb veni.”’
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Interim quod Excellentin Vestva moram facit in Sina, suppliciter
exoro, ub de necessitudine mea summumun Pontificom certiorem faclat,
addabque ¢i ub cavitabis litberas Christianissimo Regi seribere non
dedignetur, ut mili favere non desinat, in jubendo Regis Societabis
Directoribus ut mihi pecunias a conjuge meo sibi commissas in hac
rerumn penuria reddant,

Ineredibilis eniin est mea fililque mei dura neeessitas.  Nam s
nostras hic peeunias haberemus, qui viri mei Constantini legitimi
tanbwm modo sumus heredes, absque dubio de tanta jam servitute
libererenur, liberique ad Dei ceelesinm et non furtive, ut ravo aceidit,
adiremus,

Similiter ergo lixeellentiam Vestrawn flexis genibus enixem flagito
ut otivin atque etiam Ludovieo Magno (alliarun Regi conscribat, ot
ergu illum pro nobis cfficaciter intercedat,

Verum quidem est (uod Christianissimus Rex o Patribus Societabis
JESU suppliciter exoratus, cb ideo inopim nostem  conniseratus,
decreto jussit ub Societabls Regin Directores nobis quotannis mille
nummos exsolverent. At tamen proh dolor.  Post deerctum illud
benignissimi Regls dignum abhine sex amnis edicbum solun duobus
annis observabum est,

Onmnia talia et alin multo wmajora de pictate vestra ac beneficontia
propter amorem Dei facienda confidimus et expectamus.

Deug ¢t Dominus noster gresy Christus  felices  Excellentin
Voslems  annos  adaugeat, nobisque candem  servet incolumem  ad
majus Dei obsequinm et apinaram Salutem et Religionis augten-
bumn et tandem ad 1‘1r)st;1."i(£;[‘;ifwsit:lium a¢ subsidium,

" Sjami, 20 Junii, anno a partu Virginis 17086,
Excellentise Vestras Supplex Ancilla
Et Abjecta.
D. Guinanr i PINa.
(Translation)
Quat D’Ogsay.  Mumotres Documests Vor, IL No. 90.
PHAULKON's Wipow To THE FRENCH Bisuor v CuiNa.
My Lord Bishop,

The ships that come here from China have brought with them the
sweeb savour of Your Excellency’s renown in that Land,  The veport
of Your innate piety, Your avdent righteousness, and Your merciful
disposition has reached the ears of all; and I too, who am almost a
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captive like St. John of old-—o«if I may G(?)Ill’lb.l'u m yﬁul‘l' \\*'itglnlll lt‘i l.l' 1 ——‘~~.l‘m,\t"(i
heard of it. Following His example, I write, My Lu_l(l abriwreh, b
ask You, with Your leave, even as He asleed the Messiahi: s Art thou
e who should come, or look we for another 77 ‘ .

Marvel not, My Lord Bishop, at wy affliction. .l.“()l‘" I am she \\')u;
in bygone days walked & Queen among the peuphf i this muart ]u’
Ayudhia, T was singled out for favour by the I-&'mg, respected by
Princes and Chiefs and adored by the people ol this laaed. x\l.m‘(,,-,c.n*m',
above all, T was the honoured recipient of favours and hounties {rom
the most Christian King and from His Holiness the late Pope Inno-
cent XI of blessed memory, particularly because both™ I, and my
hushand Constantine, supported the Christian Faith and upheld 1-,}1(?.
Apostolic Missionaries, cherishing, helping, dircebing and defending
them, us no one of their number still living will deny.

But where is She now who was called the Mother of Missionaries ¢
Where does she sleep, at night, and where is her abode by day? A
cuptive in the Palace she toils in the service of the King, worn «'mh
with hard work and grief, in the darkness of her atfliction looking
over for u ray of light. - At night she has no princely couch, hub
roposes in o corner of the Royal Kitchens, by day she lies upon the
damp carth, whenee she keeps watch over the house,

Such ave the changes and chancps of this ago,

What then do T ask?  What is the potition in this letter ¢ Art
thou He who should come ?  Art thou coming, My Lord Bishuop, art
thou coming to free the hand-maiden of tﬁ“egibord from the Shades of
Hell 2 Art thou coming to deliver from diré®draits no father ol the
Prophets but & lowly serving woman ?

Come quickly, My Lord, and tarry not; for at thy coming my
sorrow will be twrned into joy. T hear Your clarion-voice blasening
in my cars « Winter is o’er, the storm is past and goue,
friend, My Lady, rise and come.”

Meanwhile, as Your Excelleney still Jingers in China, T humbly beg
that the Holy Father be notified of my need. Furthermoré, I beg
that letters be written to the Most Christian King, to the effect that
he cease not to show favour to me, ordering the Manager of the

Royal Company to return to me in my need the monies committed to
his care by my hushand,

Arise, my

For the destitution of myself and of my son is past belief. Yet,
if we now lLad the property which we should rightfully inherit from
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my hushand Constantine, there can he no doubt we should be free
from hondage, and able openly to attend the Chwreh of God at will,
instead of seldom and in stealth, as at present.

Likewise, T beg and implore Youwr Excellency on bended knee to
write agnin and again to Louts ome Grear, King of the Freneh,
ntil effect to Your intercession on our hehalf is obtained.

Indeed, the Most Christian King, when petitioned by the Jesuit
Fathers, had pity for owr needs, ovdering the Managers of the Royal

Company to pay us yearly one thousand dueats ; hut alas, that order

so worthy of the generons Monarch, was made six years ago, but
only for two years did it have cffect.

Al this and mueh more we look Tor and expeet from Yonr pious,

gencrosity inspived by Your love of God.

May God and owr Lord Jesus Christ add many happy years to
Your Bxceelleney’s life, preserving you for us and keeping you safe
for his greater Honour, for the good of souls, for the inerease of the
Faith, and lastly for the protection and assistance of oursclves,

At Avopmia, the 20th (Lmy of June in the year 1706 after the
Vivgin gave hirth,

Your Kxcelleney’s lowly suppliant and servant,
D, Guniar pe Prva, W

Y

Lerrer rrod P'ya Kosa Tmonr (Kosa PaN);, ForMERLY  SiaMESE
AMBASADOR TO FraNce, To Mn. LARTIN, GOVERNOR 01 PONDICHERRY,
'r. pe Brisacisn, I)mwwm or o Forrgy Mission SEMINARY
Parts, Fro i 1A O e S, J., Privare CuavraiN to Lows XTIV,

These three letters are dated 27th December, 1693, and are iden-
tical, with the exception of the initial and final paragraphs.

The French version iy filed at the Avchives of the Freneh Foreign
in Pavis : vol. 862, p. 677 ; vol, 863, pp. 273 and 81 ; vol. 880, p. 855.

The following is a free translation i—

You state that you have heard of the Revolution in Siam also of
the Hllﬂ(‘)]ll“‘s‘ of Bishop Lanneau and of all the Fathers, who though
inmocent: had been robbed of their possessions, notwithstanding the
never-failing support which they had always given without stint to
the welfare of Siam.

(1) Written by another hand in Latin and signed by herself D. Guiman
DE Pina, each letter of the signature being distinct, :

I
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You assume that this ill treatment, inchuding their eonfinenent.
after the withdrawal of the Freneh troops, was done at {he instige-
tion of our Officials without the knowledge of our King.

Finally, you refer to the promise which T gave, when T owas in
France, to give my protection to His Lordship and to the Fathers,
and express the hope that I will appeal to the King i order to
ohtain the restitution of all that has been taken from them.

T must confess that your attitude causes me much surprise, sinee
it is not in harmony with the wise, prudent and sublime judgement
displayed by His Majesty of Trance,  He vefused to give var to
one-sided version of the facts, which is the only side he had then
heard, and in spite of the accusations which it contained, he comtinu-
ed to lavish every imaginable kindness upon the bwo Siamese vnvoys
who were then in Trance, and so gave a crowning prool for all time
of the friendship of France with Siam,

His Siamese Majesty, as soon as he heard of it, mado no secvet. of
his approval of the broad-minded wisdom which first took cognisaner
of hoth good and bad reports, and then rvefused to give eredence to
one side only. This, in our King's eyes, accounts for the exeellence
of the Government enjoyed by the French people. :

The judgement which you pass upon onr Revolution is remprkable,
You have only heard one side of the case which gives voice o the
vexation suffered by the Bishop and his flock, This, T repent, is at
variance with the attitude of the King of France: it ix also prejudi-
cial to good relations between our two countries,.................... You
are aware that the late King of SiamMghowed great favour (o
Constant Phaulkon, exalting him to high offige and entrusting him
in conjunction with the other officials with the administration of
many affairs of state.

Phaulkon drew large sums in gold and silver from the Treasnry
which he spent according to his own good pleasure, and which ave
now unrecoverable. He also went so far as to harbowr treasonable
designs.

The Officials who were cognizant of this hesitated to speale until o
proper opportunity should present itself, but they applied themselves
to thwarting his plot.

Phaulkon realised that he was not trusted. He decided therefore
to apply to the King of Siam to perinit the despatch of M. de
Beauregard to Mergui as Governor, and of M. du Bruant with 120
French soldiers, as Commander, to hold the Mergui fort,
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Eventually, when the King fell ill, the knowledge of his own
treachery began to cause Phanlkon much uneasiness.  He then hit
upon the expedient of sending a private summons to M. Desfarges
for his troops, with the intention of safe-guarding himself and of
putting his treacherons plans into execution,  The CGeneral only
eame as [ar as Ayudhia, He then retured to Bangkole without .lis-
cloging his motives.

Phaulkon had heen aceused of conspiving with de Verdesalle, du
Bruant and de Beanvegard. Tt was the realisation that his plot was
impractical which led him to despateh the two latter to Mergui, as

This

stated above, the one as Governor, the other as Commander,
wag disclosed to the present oceupant of the Sianese throne when he
caused Phaulkon to be arrested and put to the question.  His answers
then eonfirmed the charges hrought againgt him,

It was decided thereupon to entice the General up to Lopburi,  He,
having heard nothing of Phaunlkon’s arvest, made no difficulty about
coming. The motive for our confidentinl treatment of him was to
prevent the French from spreading the alavm, since we feared that
du Bruant and de Beauregard, swwho were in Phanlkon’s eonfidence,
might take fright and commit some unfriendly action.

We therefore represented to the General that we had news from
the North of impending trouble, which made it necessary that hig
troops with du Bruant’s should effect a junction with the Stamose
army at a given spob—the army to be despatehed to stem the enciny’s
advance. We reminded Sim of the ovders he had received in
France which placed Wi ab the service of the King of Siam. He
was then instrueted to write to du Bruant, who was to carvry out his
plan on receipt of the letter.

Had they heen innocent, they would not have failed to comply
with the French King’s instruction, and we should have told them to
avoid unfriendly actions. As it was, du Bruant, on receipt of Desfar-
ges’ letter, made veady to fight. The Siamese officers were astounded,
and took steps to defend themselves, The French opened fire with
artillery and small arms and continued throughout the night, killin g
four officers and wounding several other people. The Siamese, who
were apprehensive of exceeding their instructions, might have put up
a stronger defence hut they contented themselves with taking cover,
Du Bruant and de Beauregard, seeing that the Siamese were out of

N
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range, embarked 16 cannon and 50 vifles on one of the King's ships,
seized an English ship in the harbour, and wade off' in them,

Dequ-ge% was told of Phanlkon’s plot with de Verdesalle and the
Army Surgeon at Bangkok, and asked to send these men to Lopburi,
where they would be warned to commit no unfriendly action,  Des-
farges veplied that they were so obstinate that it would be useless to
send for them, but offered to go in person to fetch them, leaving
hehind hostages at Lophuri in the persons of his two sons and of the
officers who were then there,

We do not know what decision he eame to with his staft alter
leaving Lopburi. We do know however that the French Officors
arrested their Siamese and Portuguese colleagues, opened five and,
burnt the General’s quarters near the Fort, hlew up 13 cannon in the
West Fort, spiking the remainder which they were wnable to
destroy, and transferring the arms and ammunition to the fort on the
opposite side of the river.

The Siamese immediately invaded the abandoned fort.  Desfarges
seeing them, ordered his men to re-take it; but they, after fighting
for some time, were compelled to withdraw to their fort on the east
side of the river, and then proceeded to do mueh damage,

. The King of Siam knew that the King of France was ignorant of

what his troops were doing, and feared that if his men were to do
their worst, it would be an end of all friendly relations. This
accounty for the ovder given to the Siammese that they must eontent
themselves with building covering-works round their own fort as a
protection on the river and on the land S](](*H,‘{\bnd prevent the French
from making a sortie anfl doing damage. :

The General's two song and the Officers whom he had lelt at
Lopburi as hostages, while out viding one day—as they were per-
mitted to do whenever they so wished ~made off with the intention
of reaching Ayudhia and thence Bangkok. The Siamese who saw
them, inmgiuiug that they were Englishmen of Phaunlkon’s party,
overtook and arrested some of them on land and others in a
boat which they had just occupied. They made them fast and brought
them back to Lopburi.

As soon ag the mistake was discovered, their bonds were unloosed
and attendants were supplied to look after them and give them food
at their quarters, as before. It is true that an Engineer, seeing him-
sell hard-pressed in the pursuit, dodged and evaded capture longer
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than the vest. When at last he was worn out and stopped to vest
himself, he fell down in a faink and died in spite of the remedies and
attention otfered him,

The one and only thought of His Siamese Majesty was to preserve
the friendship of the French King, He decided therefore to send
back to the General his two sons with the officers he had left behind
as o pledge for his veturn to Lopburi, believing that by so doing he
would bring the (eneral and his men to theiv senses, and compel
them to desist from their unfriendly actions, but all in vain,  They
sand-hagged their ramparts and placed eannon in an inner fortifica-
tion built with giant cocoanut trees.  They raised two batteries one
above the other, and scorved hits against our powder veserves with
their savage fire,

Alter that, several soldiers went down in Véret's Loat in denvell of
the two ships which he had commissioned some months earvlier for
alleged coast-guard serviee. The Siamese sighted this small craft
and hailed the French with a view to learning their intentions.
The French, instead of approaching them, opened five.  The Siamese
then hoarded the vessel in order to arvest them, whereupon the
French ignited their powder and blew the ship up.

On their side, in the west-bank Tort, the Siamese erceted n
“Cavalia” in order to discharge cannon-halls and hombs into the
French lines.  Fearing however that they might injure their fellow-
countrymen as well as prejudice the velations hetween the two
Counbries, they only made use of it in rveplying to the five of the
IMveneh.

The Freneh impaled several Siamese captured on the approaches
to their Fort, and exposed them to the view of the Siamese Fort,
Therehy they so angered the Siammese and the foreigners that a
petition was made to the King to permit the erection of eavthworks
round the French position so as to invest it closely. The King, in
his anxiety for good relations, refused this request, merely sanction-
ing siege-works to prevent the French from making a sortie.

The sight of these works in preparation convineed the Trench
that they would be starved out before long. Véret, the Company’s
representative, was despatched to Lopburi with a letter for me and a
request for the loan of a big ship and 300 catties™ for purchase of
two smaller ships and for supplies. I submitted this petition to the

v (1) 300 eatties ix 24,000 Tieals, equivalent to 45,000 gold francs on La
Loubve’s valuntion of the Tieal at 374 sous,
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King, adding that the French would be qtarved ont if the siege con-
tinued much longer. ' 1
My proposal was that the General should sign am.au:t. f)f m:t,»(«lu_mun "
and find sureties for what he desired to borrow. I)('H"zllig":-‘if“ilf:llu“,
and the Bishop together with the Missionaries and remaining 1" rench-
men in Siam wenb security for the treaty and for the loans, o

Tt was agreed that the Cleneral, on his arrival :I\,tw };’(‘nulwlml'y.
should send back to Merguy (1) & bont which hadd sailed !‘mm that
port for Masulipatam, manned by French and Stumese ‘(:!) u.‘nn(»h(el'
hoat which had sailed from Ayudhia under command of a K n-m':h-
man bound for Bander Abbas in Persia; (3) lastly, phe ship which
du Bruant seized, on his deparbure, together with ibs cannon, arins
equipment and crew. . _

The hig ship loaned to him was to be veturned to Ayudhin, while
the 300 Catties was to be refunded when the ships which Viret had
sent to Pondichéry, Bengal and Surat returned.

The young Siamese in France learning different professions were
to be sent back. '

The treaty included a statement to the effeet that 1 Josfarees asked
to be accompanied by bwo hostages as far as the river's mouth, The
reason for this was that e fearcd that the Siamese might play some
trick on him dwring his descent of the viver helow Banglkok, Desi-
fargaes, on his side, was to allow the surgeon and hig own son to go
down in the boat with the Siamese officers,

The Siamese supposed that the Freneh would behave liko all other
nations and never dreamt of them breaking the treaty.  They there-
fore allowed the General to embark these two officers in his ship,
Véret and the interpreter were also on board. Young Deslarges, the
surgeon and the second Ambassador followed in a small hoat.  The
Bishop and T also followed with other boats.

On nearing the mouth of the river, the second Ambassador per-
mitted young Desfarges and the Surgeon to board Desfarges’ ship
for luneh, and went with them, since he knew of the agrecment which
the General had made, and had full confidence in hig honour. ’ ,

Having passed the mouth of the river, the General took these two
gentlemen on with him and kept Véret, the second Ambassador and

the Interpreter Pinhero with him, but failed to send back his two
Siamese hostages.

In reply to our expostulations, he merely sent back one of the
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Siwmese aflicials (his hostages) and wrote asking that the Bishop
should be sent to him, T aceordingly sent Fr, Ferreux to him in a
hoat containing the sick men. 1 also sent another hoat loaded with
provisions, and domanded back the remaining officinl together with
Véret, who was one of the Sureties, the sccond Ambassador and the
Interpreter, promising that the Bishop would come later, also that he
should have the remainder of his cannon and baggage.

The General owever paid no attention to my letters, hut retnined
17, Ferreux and started to set his sails,

Although I saw that the General was hreaking his promise, and
hy so doing was guilty of an unfriendly action, T did not desist from
ordering the despateh of all his boats.  He, however, never waited for
them, to come hut seb sail and went off with one of the hostages, the
second Ambassador and the Sueety, Vérvet.

[ therefore placed the cannon in eharge of my officials, T then
made fast the Treneh who were in the hoats and took them to
Ayudiiia,

As to the General's offence against the right of nations, T agreed
with my Offieials that the French in Bangkolk and Merguy had not
acted in accordance with the order of the King of Trance ; since, in a
dispute, everyone is agreed npon the importance of fixing the hlame.

The condnet, of the French led us to believe that they might well
have had an understanding with the traitors, but the Siunese on their
side never conmitbed any action which conld inberfere with good
relations,

The vefusal of His Majesty the King of Franee to give credence to
reports, and his desire to diseover which side was to Dlame wasg, T
adimit, & heavenly inspivation, sinee he was unwilling to give car to
all that was told him,

As to the hond entered into by the Bishop, his Missionaries, and
all the remaining Trench in Siam,—it is the Siamese enstom that
when a party who is guaranteed, breaks his promise, and evades
arvest, it v the Guarantor who pays for him,

Now the Bishop of Mutellopolis, M. Véret, the Missionaries and the
Frenclunen remaining ab Ayuthia had stood surety for B Desfarges
and his troops, also for 800 Catties loaned for purchase of ships and
provisions. According to Siamese law, all the Guarantors should have
been put to death.

It was my privilege to point out that Iis Majesty of France was
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ignorant of the excesses commitbed by his General and Soldiers,
Thereupon, His Siamese Majesty readily agreed that nothing should
be done inconsistent with friendly relations until such time as His
Majesty of France had learnt the whole truth.

It is to be expected that the General would not have veported
the misdemeanours committed by himself and his meun, yet the super-
human wisdom and understanding of His Majesty the King of France
are such that he will not give eredence to one side only. We believe
that he will be ready to submit the whole ease to ser uLmy, in whiceh
event I need only refer to three points:

(1) When Desfarges broke his word, his sons ‘and all the Freneh
officers left behind at Lopburi as hostages might have been put to
death instead of being sent back to him at P:Mlo‘kok in the hope of
bringing him to his senses

(2) The Bishop with Lhe Missionaries who were left at Ayundhia
might have veceived very severe treatment when the Ceneral repu-
diated the treaty and loan guaranteed by them. Instead, they were
held under observation. As soon as Desfarges had sent baclk the
Interpreter and the Officials from Puket, when he ealled there, the
Bishop was allowed to put up a hut for himself inside one of the

Royal Store-house enclosures. @)

The Missionaries were not released until we heard of Fr. Tachard’s
return with the two officials from Europe, when they were permitted
to join the Bishop. On the arrival of Fr. Tachard’s companions,
when we had heard from their own mouths of the favours conferred
on them by Hig Majesty of Wrance, His Siamese Majesty accorded
full liberty to the Bishop and to all his followers, in consideration of
the royal friendship. |

(3) ’[‘he Siamese, after mvmtmo the French ]_)OHIt]O]I 80 c]o%]y a8

@ 'l‘he (lef"ence, here submitted hy Kosn Pan, for the treatment of' Hm
Missionavies is contradicted by the impartial testimony of Fr. Maldonato,
(Ms, n® 2) who, as a Jesnit opposed to the French Missionaries, would not
e expected to exaggerate in their fuvour,

The explanation for the reluctance of the Sinmese to attack the French is
more flattering to theiv pride than the one given in Desfarges’ hook, 1In

judging between them, we cannot forget that Desfarges probably possessed

more modern avtillery than the Siamese, who in that case showed prudence
in not pressing him too fav.

The main interest of this letter lies in the admission imputed to
Phaulkon of intelligence with du Bruant, which, as indicated in the prelimi-
nary article, points to his desire to theld his friends the Jesuits,
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to ent them ol completely and starve thenr ont, might have rvefused
theny the toan of ships or noney, ut in the interest of friendly rela-

tions, reseued then from the danger they were in



R

agii



