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NOTES AND QUERIES,
Revarks oN THE LAND Rourss Across Tul Maray PENINSULA,

I met Mr. Henmry George Scott, o very old friend, in December
1933, Owe conversation turned on the question of the passes across
the peninsula from the Bay of Bengal or the Gulf of Martaban to
the Gulf of Siam. I was interested in this matter as I was con-
vineed  that  communication between  the ancient  kingdoms  of
Sumabra, including Sri Vijaya and Caunbodia was over the peninsula
and not by the voundabout roube to the Southern extremity of the
peninsula and then up the Gulf. T had been over the territory
bebween the  Burmese Ironticr ab Victoria Point, (Maliwan), and
Trang in January 1908, and over the territory lying to the Bast of
this on the Gulf of Siam, the year before.  When at Takuapa I was
told of the place known as Tung Tl (ilsém‘_) which means the plain
with brick or stone building, but had no time to investigate the
matter.  When I met Mr. Sceott who was well acquainted with the
whole arca having prospected for tin over it, I asked him if he knew
anything of this place and the watershed between the Takuaps and
Menam Laung vivers,  He told me that he knew Tung Tik and the
watershed and abt my request prepared the aceompanying note which
Lveceived on the 46h January 1984.

From what My, Scott said it secms quite clear that Tung Tk was
o great emporinm or mart where traders met, and it is probable thatb
the gold dust which he refers to ag having been found in the sand
amongst the ruing was either an article of trade or the eurrency
uged.

Ptolemy mentions the existence of a place in this region which he
calls Takula, Colonel Gerini in hig work on Ptolemy’s geography
published in 1909, gives ample evidence to prove that Takula was
Takuapa. Now, Tung Tik is a swmall island or high sandbanls
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situated ab the mouth of the Takuapa viver and was probabily in the
carly years of the Christian era @ part of bhe mainland, 1t iy .lu-
that a part of the old town of Takala now lies under the sea, .\‘hllm
from all parts of the Indian Ocean and further west cune to Tung
Tiik as well as ships from the Malayan Archipelago and Sumiatra.
The Takuapa river was probably deeper than now, and ships may
have been able to go a considerable distance infand where goods
would be landed and carried over the watershed to the head waters
of the Menam Laung. The distance between the head waters of the
two rivers is only a few wmiles as explained by Mr, Scott.  The
Menam Laung is a fine viver finding its outlet in the Gull of Siam
at Bandon tiiupay where there is a good harbour, but perhaps, nob
(uibe as good as Takuapa. LThe whole of this vegion in ancient times
was colonized by Indians and many of the names of places are of
Indian ovigin, The people of to-day called the Menam Laung Niiti
without any special appellation. The word Nabiis the Sanskrit Tfor
viver. The only other river in Siam called the Nabi is the Mekhong,
and here again the smrrounding tervitory was under Indian influence.

1 cannob do better than vefer the veader to Colonel Girind's re-
marks about Takula in his great work.

"To prove his claim that Talula is Takuapa, Colonel Gerini brings
forward a passage from the Chinese chronicles of the Wi dynasty in
the year a, D, 229-265. I now quote from Colonel Gerini.

«Some two centuries laber on—or, move exactly, dwing the Wu
dynasty of China (a. D, 229-265)—un embassy having heen despatehed
by the king of ¥u-nan to India, it is stated in the Chinese records
that it vetmrned by the mouth of the Twu-kiao-le, continuing its
route by sea in the great bay (Gulf of Martaban) in a north-westerly
direction ; it then entered the bay (of Bengal) and ultimately reached
India. In this account, the mouth of the Tau-kiso-le has heen by
various translators taken to mean either the wouth of the Salwin or
that of the Iravati, which is evidently absard, It seems to me if the
identifications of the two bays named in the account prove correct,
that we should read Tau-kiao-le as Takala, and take it as-a name
given the Pak-chan River, from the fact of the city of Takola being
situabed ab or near its mouth, The position of the Tau-kino-le would
bhen suit all requirments with respect to the great bay (Gulf of Mar-
taban) and the kingdom of Fu-nan (Kamboja), which at the period
the cinbassy took place included Lower Siam ; and no doubt also the
northern part, if not more, of the Malay Peninsula, It would then
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seem bub natural that the embassy in question, instead of taking the
long sea-route round the southern extremity of the peninsula, should
proceed in small skitfs or overland to C'hwnphon, and thence across
the Kra Isthmus to the mouth of the Pgik-chan, to embark at the
famous port of Taksla on its journey to India.  This is no doubt the
usual route that was anciently followed by a great part of the trade
between Indin and the Gulf of Sinm, in order to avoid the difficulty
and dangers of a long sea navigation throngh the Straits,  The Kra
Isthwus was the most northern point of the Malay Peninsula at
which the latter could be mnost easily and speedily erossed. Hence it
was chosen as the point of transit and transhipment of merchandise
from the Bay of Bengal to the Gulf of Siam, and vice-versa ; and the
two harbours which formed the termini of the navigation on both
sides, as well as the overland route that connected them, wmust have
in consequence acqyuired great importance,

This evidence is to my mind of paramount importance and supporvts
my theory that the trade route was over the watershed I have vefer-
ved to. The ancient kingdom of Funan embraced within its frontiers
the present duy French Cochin-China, — Colonel Gerini who did not
know the peninsula helieved that the trade voute between Talkula and
the Golf of Siwm was over the Isthmus of Kra. I think he is wrong
for T am convineed that the trade route was over the watershed of
the Rivers Takuapa and Menam Taang. It Colonel Gerini supposi-
tion is correct, ships would have had to move up Novth to the estuary
of the Chan river and the cavgoes then carvied overland nearly 30
miles hefore coming to the Chumporn Creek or viver.  Chaya a town
now inland on the Gulf of Sian was an important Indian settlement
and many important ruing still exist to testify to this.  Bandon the
present day outlet of the Menam Laung is only a few miles south of
Chaya. It therefore seems quite possible that the Menam Laung many
centuries ago found its outlet at Chaya and if this were the case one
could understand why Chaya was of such importance.

Another point I would like to draw attention to. Situated in the
district of Panom Saralran on the river now called Chole, a small
tributary of the Bangpakong river which flows through the province
of Prachin, is a place called Tarajasan #as  This word means
the landing place for the King's letters or dispatches. Letters brought
to this place from Chaya or Sumatra weve carried on to Sri Mahaphoti
a small Combodian fortress some 30 miles East and then on to
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Nakorn Thom. It seems probable that Tarajasan was on the sea in
those remote days for it is quite evident that the land bebween this
place and the sea extending right up to the Rangsit area known as
the Tong Laung is of comparatively receut formation.

There is another Takula in Burma not far from Thaton, formerly a
port on the sea, but now some 12 miles inland.  Some scholars belicved
this place to be Ptolemy’s Takula, but this cannot be the cage, Takula
or whatever the real name is, was probably a name applied to places
where Indian settlers lived.

. H. GiLes

Oriental Hotel, Bangkok, 4th January 1934.

My dear Giles,

You told me last Sunday that I must write a note for the Sianm
Socicty on the archeeological matters T was talking of to you.

I admit that for many years past I have felt o duty to have some
record with the Society on one point that has probably escaped notice :
that is the fact that in 1908 or 1909 a considerable smount of coarse
and fine gold was recoversd from the top two or three feet of the
ground at Tong Teuk on the Island of Kow Kaow, Takuapa.

Tong Teuk is so called because it is a grass plain on which the
remains of brick and stone buildings have heen found. There is
nothing standing ; but some signs of foundations and broken materials
can be noticed in the surface soil.

The gold was discovered in the place where the remains of build-
ings are common. The people of the district, being expert tin
washers, had no difficulty in recovering the gold, and in a short time
the whole area (of perhaps two or three acres) was pig-sooted, and
denuded of the gold contents.

The firgt point of interest is that this gold was not a natural
phenomenon, IHuman agency can alone account for its oceurence.
The geological conditions ave that Tong Teuk is a flat area consisting
of sea sand from the surface down to ab least 20 ft. The surface is
about 2 ft. above high-water. The sand contains throughout an
appreciable amount of tin ore, so extremely fine that it can only be
recovered with great difficulty, and is therefore of no economic value.
The fineness of the tin ore is natural to the situation, the deposit
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being fine sand, I the neighbourhood had been gold-beaving instead
of tin beaving, the gold in the sand, (it present at all) would have
boen so fine that individnal pleces would have been invisible to the
naked eye.

AT practical miners and geologists would agree that the natural
veeurrence of coarse gold in sueh a position is unthinkabie,

I there were no other evidence, the obvious explanation would be
that Tong Teuk was the site of an ancient market where gold dust
was acommercial produet or the edin of exehange, and that the
gold found in the soil vepresented the accumulated dvippings of

Les,

Doubtless the Society has fall vecords of the Hindu images found
i Takuapa Provinee.  The Phra Narai figures and inseription ave
famons, T will only mention that the stone images that were for
many years housed in a shed near the Government buildings at 'Yan
Yow were conveyed there from Kol Larn, which is close to Tong
Teuk, heing separated by a deep-water tidal channel. These images
ave artistically inferior to the Phra Navad, bub apparently of similay
origin,

Many yenrs ago (25 to 30) Colonel Gerini told H, W. Bourke and
mo that from very aneient Chinese writings ho had evidence that
Chinese mevehants went by ship to a viver-port on the east coast of
the Peningula, that they took their goods Dy hoats up a river, then
arvied then over hills to another river and went again by boats 6o
a grent market to which people of many nations came in ships and
engaged in conmmercee,  Gerind did not know the Peninsula, but by
comparing the Chinese deseription with modern maps, he had come
to the conelusion that Bandon was probably the east-coast port, and
that the « great market” was near the mouth of the Takuapa River,

Ay vegards the land comection hetween vivers navigable by hoats.
on the cast and woest coasts, I may mention that in one day I have
walked from a place on the main branch of the Takuapa River (I
think it is called Tahi) to Ban Sok on a branch of the Bandon
River, :‘spent three or four hours there, and walked back again.  The
distance eannot be morve than twelve miles, and I estimate the maxi-
mum elevation of the track above sea-level at 500 ft.

There is a string of islands along the coast of Takuapa separated
from the mainland by tidal channels and enormous areas of man-
grove, The viver finds its way to the sea through several openings.
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Modern shipping uses the « Novth” entrance only.  Until a few years
ago, the “South” entrance was also nsed.  Bub another ehiamel,
which divides the southern end of Koh Kow Kaow from the main-
land, Is still used by launches and sailing lighters going from Takuapa
to Puket ov Penang. This entrance has the great advantage over
the others of having no obstacle but a narrow, definite Tua; with o
deep passage through the bar that is well defined hy the water
breaking on the bar on each side. This entrance, and the reach of
the river inside have been much silted-up by tailings {row the hill
mines, that have been actively worked for about a century, but, it is
still usable by ships of moderate draught, and must have heen an
excellent, entrance in old days.

Tong Teuk is just round the corner from this entrance and is the
nearest and most convenient spot where solid dry land reaches the
edge of a navigable channel that is completely sheltered and wffords
good anchorage. Elsewhere there are thick fringes of mangrove
swamp.

I suggest that Tong Teuk is Gerini’s great mavket.

Yours sincerely,
Creorge Seott.
F. H. Giles, Esq.,

President of the Siam Society,
Bangkok.



