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NOTES AN 0 QUERIES. 

HI!:~L\ ItKS o~ THE L,\NU HuVTES A<JIWSS 'l'!Im l\1ALA y PENLNSULA. 

I nwt 1\h. Henry Guorge Scott, n very old friend, in Dncellllwr 
l:D88. (hn· ecmversttLion turnerl on tlw c1uestion of the pasHeH ncros."! 
thu pnniwmltt i'l'mn the Ehty uf Bengal or the GnH u:E l\1t1rtuhm to 
thu Unlf ul' f:li<Llll. I WitH interustecl in thiH lluttter as I w11s cml­
vineud tlmt e<Jllllllllllietttion lwtwuen the ttncient kingdmnH of 
Hunmtra., iueluding Sei Vijnyttttwl Omnbmlht WitH over thu pcmillHUia 

nu<l nut IJy the\ l'OUil(bhuut route to the Southern extremity of tho 
ponimml11 tLlld then up the Gulf. I lmd been over the territory 
hdwclell tho Bm'JllOHll Frontier at Vietor.i11 Puiut, (MttliwtLn), and 
'l'rnng in .Tttnmtl'Y HJO:·~, ttJI(l ovm: the terl'itory lying to the Ettst of 

tltiH on tho ( inlf of Siam, tlw yettr lwforu. Wlum 11t 'J'u.ku11p:1 I ·wtLH 

told of the plaee known ttH Tung Ti1k (~\~~n) which JIIC!111H the plain 

with bl'i(~k m· Htorw hnihliug, bnL lmd no time to inveHLigttte tlw 
HHLtLer. Wl1en I lm\L JVI.r. Scott wlw W!1H well ueqwtintud with tho 
whole !Ll'Oa lmvjng prospee.ted for tin over it, I af:lkod him if lw knew 
nnything of thiH phtco u1Hl tho 1mterHhed Letweon tho 'I'aknap11 u.nd 
Munam L111111g rivurr:~. He told uw that he knew 'I.'ung 'I'i.ik and the 
wtttorslwd nwl 11t my l'O(lUoHt propu.rud the u.ccomp11uying note which 
I received 011 tlw ·:1th .Tnnn11ry 1934. 

From wlmt Mr. Scott s11id it soernH quito clear tlutt Tung 'J'iik was 
11 grmtt emporium or mart whore trader~:~ met, ancl it iR proLttblo thn.t 
tho gold> cltmt which lw refer::; to 11s h11viug been found iu the sand 
amongst the ruins was either ::m ttrticle of trade or the currency 
used. 

Ptolemy mentions the exiHtence of 11 pl:we in thiH region which he 
ealho~ 'I'11kultL, Colonel Gerini in his work on Ptolellly's geogntphy 
published in 1909, gives ample evidence to prove th11t Takula W!1R 

'I.'aln111pa. Now, 'l'ung Tiik is a small isluncl or high sandbank 
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sitnn,ted ttL the lllontlt of the 'l'alnlltJ.nt rivet' ;uul \\'ItS jll'''''1tl1l,l' in 1111• 

mJ.l·ly years uf tlw Chri~:~tittn cnt a pttrt ol' th.u tnninlnnd. 11. Jll:t:l' .'''' 

that a pnrt of the old town of 'J'n.lmla nm:• lws undc•J' t.IJt 1 s•·n. ~~''l'~ 
from all parts of the Indim1 Uccttll and Imtlwt· west enllltl L• • I till;.\ 
'1\ik as well a:> ships from the 1\'fttlayltll Arehipelng" and Sm11aLt·n. 

The 'l'nlnHtpa river wtts prolmllly deeper titan now, and sl1il's lli:L,I' 

have bccu 11blc to go tt •:onsiclcntblc distance illlatHl \\'hl'l'l~ g11ods 
would be lttnc1ed and ettt'l'ied ovc•r the mttur:;lwrl to t.lw lt~·nd waters 
of the Menam Lttnng. 'L'lw rlist.anee 1Jctwcc11 tlu•. hetl.rl waL!·rs 11!' Lilt• 
two rivet's is only n few llliles ns explnined by l\lr. :-lr:ot.t.. 'l'lw 
1rienam Lnung is a nne river iiucling its ontlut in the Uull' "I' 1-:)ilttn 

nt Bttmlou !Jl'UWJEJ1-.! where there is 1t good lmrbotu·, 1 mL put· haps, noL 
t[Uite 1tR good tts 'L'akuapn.. 'l'lte whole ol' this l'egion in ILtH:ii'HL tilll~''i 
wns colonized by Inditms awl wany of the llttllWH ul' plw:es ar1~ • 11' 
Iuclia,n origin. 'l'he people of to-dtty Cttllud Uw l\IetHLlll Lttllllg :i':;1Li 
without nny speciu.l nppellation. The word Nati is the :-lanskriL l'11r 
river. 'l'he only other river in Sin.m Cttllerl the Nitti is tlu~ lllr:klulllg, 
and here again the surroum1ing territory waH nndut· lJ11linn iHllttHIWI.'. 

I eaunot do better tlmn refer the ren,!let' to Culonol Uirini's I'll· 

wurk:; abouL 'l'akula in hiH gre1tt work. 
'l'o prove his cln,im that '1\tkula iH 'l'ttkntLp!L, Colonel Uc~riui ln·it1g·s 

IOl'Wttl'd n, pas~>age from the Chinese chronicles or tlw Wn tl,YIIH~·d.y ill 
the year A. D. 229-265. I now tluote :from Colonel Ut~l:ini. 

"Some two centurie~-: lttter on-or, more exuctly, d.nring Li11: \Vn 
dymtsty of Chinn (A. D. 220-265)-tLll ernhttssy lttwiug lwe.Jt rlespn.te!H:rl 
hy the king of Fu-nnu to India, it is Btttted in Uw Uh i11esn l't:erll·rl;; 

Lhat it retumed by the mouth of !Jlte 'l.'ttu-kitLo-le, eu11LinniJJg HH 
route by sett in tlw great bay (Gull' of Mttrtttbnu) in a JHH'Lh-wnHLul'ly 
direction; it then entered the bny (or Bengal) awlultiumtdy re!tellurl 
Iudin.. In Lhis account, the mouth of the Tnn-kiu.o-ln has been l•y 
mrions tmnsl11tors taken to mmtn either tho mouth ol' the\ :-l1dwin or 
tlmt or the Iravrtti, which is evidently ttUHUl'd. It HlllllllS to ]JJ(l il' the 
identiticn.tious or the two bnys named in the ncconnt provo eorreet, 
tlmt we should rend Tau-kitto-le tts Takala, ttnc1 take it tts ·it Jll1lllll 

given the Pak-chan River, from the rttct o,r the city oi' 'l\tkoht being 
situateclttt m· near its mouth. 'l'he poBition of the 'l'ttn-kitw-lu would 
then snit all re•1ninueuts with respect to the gl'eat bay (_UnLI' of J\!ttr­
tttbttn) ttncl tl1e kingdom o£ J!'u-mtH (Ka,mbojtt), which rtt the period 
the mnbttssy took plnce included Lower Siam; ttnclno doubt abo the 
northern part, if not more, of the Malay Peninsula. It would then 
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HIJlllll hut 1mtmn I tlmt the e!lllnt:-;sy in q1w~tion, instoad of taking tlw 
long sen-route J'lllllHl tho :-;onthm.'Jl extrmnity of: the puninsnhL, fdtonld 
rn·m·.t~t·tl in :->Jwtll :-;kiff:-; OJ' ovurlttllll ttl C'ltulllp'hGn, and theneo acmss 

the Km Isthmus to the mouth of thu Pak-chii.n, to cmlmrk n,t the 
fawou:-; port of TakOltt nn its jumnoy to Inditt. Thill is no doubt the 
uswtl rcmto tlutt was :tncieutly J'lll!tm·L~d by 11 grent pnrt of the trnde 
lJdweun Iwlia aucl thu Unlf of .SiaiH, in onler to n1·oid t.lw cliffieulty 
and tbngm.·:-; of tt long sen wwigtttion throngh the Straits. The Kra 

l:-;thwns was Uw litnst nmthm·n point of tho lVfaby Pcmiusuln 11t 
"·hich tlw htt.tur could hu ntoi:lt e:tsily and spuedily ct·ossed. Hence it 

wtt.~ chosen ao.; tlw point of tmnsit :mel tmnshi pmeut of mcrulumdise 
from tlw Bay of Bengtd to the Gnlf of Si:tm, and Yice-versa; and the 

two lmrbmn·H whidt fmtlled t.lw turlllini of tho n:wigation on both 
side~, ttH well as tlw oYodawl rontn that emuwctc~d them, mnKt have 
in eonseljlW!lCll ::tCtjUirorl grtmt iutport.ancu. 

'L'Itis oviclunet~ is to my mind of pnntJnomJt importn.nce towl o;uppol't.-; 
lll,Y tJw()]'y that tlw tendo route wn~ ovel' the w:ttershed I have rofet­
rud to. 'L'Iw alleit~nt king<lolll of Fmum <:nnlJt'ttced within itH frontierH 
tl w prosunt rl:".Y !•'row: It Uoeh in-Citin<t, Colonel Get· in i who dill not 
know tlw ptnlimnt!n heliovu1l that the tmclo route butwuen 'l'tLknht and 
tlw UnJf of .Si:tm wns O\'lll' tlw [:-;t.lunns of Km. I think. he i::; Wl'Ollg_ 

fut· J ant eonvineml that Llw trade route was ovm· the waterslwd of 
tlw Hi vut·~ 'J',tkllttp:t :tll(l Mmtt\,lil LtLilllg'. If Colonel Uerini snppmli­
tion is emr·oet., ships wonhl luwu hac] to lllU\'ll up North to the nHtum:y 
of' Llw Clmn rin:r :mel thu c:argnus tlwn cal'l'iml 0\'erbncl Jlenrly BO· 
milos lwl'or·u eoiuing to tho Chmnpm·n Crunk or river. Chttytt a town 
now inlawl 011 t.lw Uulf of' Ni:mt Wit~ an important Indinu Hettlement 
ttllll umny intpor(;ant ruin>~ still t.lXiHt to t.e:-Jtify to tid H. Baud on tho 
pl'esont cltty ontlut of the Memtm Ltmng iH only it fow miles sonth of 
Chayn. Tt tltcroi'oru iiCUJllH l{nito posHihle thnt the Menarn Laung uw.ny 
cmttmieH 11go fonnd itH ontlot at Chaya nnd if thiH Wel'e the eaHe ono 
could nnderstrmd why Clmya, wns of Hnclt importance. 

Anothet· point I would like to rlm\1· attention to. Situated in tho 
district' of Pn.uom Samkmm on the ri,·or now ca,lled Cholo, a snw.ll 
tribnbtry of the Baugpakong riYer which flowH through tho province 

I 

of Prachin, is 11 place cn.llecl 'l't<ntjasan '\'ilJl'Tii'!~d. 'l'his word means 
the landing place for the King'Rletters ot· clispntches. Letters brought 
to this pbce from Clmyn, or Sumatra wero cnrried on to Sri l\1ahnphoti 
a snmll Com boclian fortrcRs some 80 miles E11Ht nncl then on to. 
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N alcorn 'J'Ilom. It :-;eom:-; probnhk tlmt ~l't11'1Ljttsat1 wa:-; on tho :;o:t m 
those remote clitys for it i~ (1uito evitlent that tho lt11Hl lll~hl'l~ell tltis 
plnce and the sea extoudi1Jg right np to the RtLngsit anm known as 
the 'l'ong L:tnng is of cmnpamtively recout fm·11mtion. 

~'hel'e is ttnother '1\tkub in Bul'llm not h1l' from Tlmton, .fonuorly a 
port on the seLt, but now :omtw 12 Jllilcs inland. Some :;cholnrR buliuvecl 
this place to he Ptolemy's ~eaknla, bnt this cannot be the case. Taknb 
or wlu1tever the rettl nmne is, w:LH proh:tbly a nauw applied to place.-; 
where Indian :;ettlers li\·ed. 

F. H. GILES 

Oriental Hotel, B:mgkok, 4th Jmmttry 19il'k 

lVIy detLl' Giles, 
Yon told me l:.tst 8undtty thrtt I nmst write a note l'or tlw Sinw 

Society on the arelu:eologicn,l mutters I waH tal kiug of to you. 
I :1chnit that fm· umny ymm; past I lmve felt :1 cluty to lmvu some 

record with the Society Oll one point thnt lias probttl>ly uRea per] notice : 
that iR the faet that in HJ08 or 1909 tL eonsidemhle u.monut of eonrso 
nnd fine gold was recoverdd from the top two or tlu·de .feet of tho 
ground at 'J'ong Tonk on the IH!rlncl of Kow Kaow, 'J'akuaptt. 

'rong '-l'enk is so called becnuse it is lL gmRs phtin on which tho 
remains of brick and :::tone builuing:-; have been fonml. There iH 
uothing standing; but sollle signs of foundations ttml broken matel'itLis 
~an be noticed in the :-mrfnce soil. 

The gold was discovered in the phtce where the reunoins o[' build­
ings are common. '.rite people of the district, being expe1·t tin 
washers, had no difficulty in recovering the gold, 11nd in 11 Hhort time 
the whole aren. (of perhaps two or three acres) w:tH pig-sooted, and 
·denuded of the gold contents. 

'l'he firf:lt point of interest is that this gold was not a na.tural 
phenomenon. Human agency can 11lone account for itR oc~urence. 
'The geological conditionH are that Tong Teuk is n fhtt rtrea consisting 
·OX sea sand from tlH) surface clown to at least 20 It. '.['he surface iR 
about 2 ft. above high-water. 'fhe Hanel contnins throughout an 
appreciable amount of tin ore, so extremely fine that it can only be 
recovered with gretot difficult.y, and is therefore of no economic value. 
'Ebe fineness of the tin ore is natmal to the situation, the deposit 



l11:iug fino saud. U tlw Ill'ighlHiltl'huod hnrl buun gold-hearing instend 
nl' Lin h:arillg', !lw gold in tlw sand, (il' pre:-;eut tLt :Ll]) wonl!l ll!Ln: 

bt:l'll s<J linu tim! iudi\'idwd piee<.'S \1'(1\lltl lnwe been invisil!le to tlw 
nakt:ll t:yu. 

All prndie:tl tninun; ~tiHl guolngistH wrndd ;tgl'ee that tlw natural 
oteliiTuiH:u of coarse gold iu snelL a position is mlthiukn!J]u . 

.ll: Llwi'<: wei'<' JHI other oviLll:ueu, the ob,·ions expl:wn.tion would lJu 
tlmL 'l'tillg' 'l'enk \\·as tlw situ uf au ancient umrkut wlwru golrl du11t 
\\'US a UUlllllll.'l't'iaJ pwrlm:t. 01' the llllHJinlll Ol exclntllg!•, allf[ that tJw 
g,,]t[ foull(l iu thv soil n:prt·suntetl thu accnnmltttutl dripping:-; of 

DottlJtlt•f;s tlw ,...,m·hJt.y lms full I't'L'III'ds of tlw l:l.imlu imngu:-; fonml 
in Tnknapa Prtn·iiH'<'. Tlu: Phm Nami tignres ami in:-;eription nru 
f:tllliillS. I \\·ill C1lll,\' lllr:lltion th<tt the stmw inmgus tlmt wore fw· 
IlHlliJ' yuarH housc·d in a Hht~tltlt~ar t.lw Gun~rmueut lmilrling-s at Ytm 
}"ow \\'()]'(' eum'uyt•!l t.h.m·u frm11 1\.olt Lm·u, whieh iN eloso to 'l'ong 
Tuuk, btdng Sl']Htratud l>y n dt•up-wat.cn· tidal elmwwl. 'J'lwsu inmgus 
tll't•. ttrtiHtieally inft·ritll.' to !;hu Phra N'ami, lmt npJntt'untl~r ol' similar 
ot'igiu. 

MttliY ytilll'H ngo (25 to !lO) Uol111wl Gurini told ll. \\'. Bourkt>. nnd 

mo Llut(; l'rotu rm·y mwiunt ClliJWHL' writ.ingH ho lmd t'vidunut: tlm!; 
()J,izwso lllt'l'<.'lllllt(s Wt\llt l1y ship t(l a rivol'-JlOJot 011 thti uust eo:tst of 
tlit• l'uuitlsttltt, t.),at. t.lttJy took Llit·ir g'<HHlH l1y llOittH np n rivur, f.],un 

eu.t'l'iurl tlll:tlt on:l' hills to ttllotlwt.' rivut· tmr.l went again hy hmttH to 
n gt·tml; Iilltl'kd !;11 whic:h people of l!ltLII,Y nations <!l111W in shipH and 
l'tlg'ngud in eoiiiiiJOl'eu. Uurini tlid I!IJt. know tltu 1\miusnla, hnt by 
eotnp:.tring· tho UllinoKL\ clusr:.ription with IIHH1urn umps, lw lmd collie 
tu tlw eotwJ nsion t.hnt BttHcluu wns pmln1.hly the oast-coast port, tLIHl 

tJutt tho" g'l'l\itt l!lltJ'Iwt" WitS lll'ILl' tltu lliOHtlt of' the 'J.'aknapn lliVL~I', 

Ai:! rognn]H tltu lmul emmuetiou llutwuen l'i\'Ol.'S 1HL\'igttblt\ hy ll<mts 

on tlw wtHt and west eoasts, I. liH1Y lllt'.lltion that in Ol!l.\ rltty l luwe 

wnlkud frolll :t plaec: ou the ntain branch of tho Taknnpa H.ivur (I 
thiuk it is en.llurl Tahttn) to Btw .Sok on n bmuclt of the Bandou 

H.ivur, ~punt tlll'I!U or fom hom·s tl1uro, and walkecllmek. agnin. The 
dis tau co cnnnot be Illot'e than twelve mil eN, and I Dfltiumte the nmxi­
mum elcvn,tion of tlw tmck nlJoYe smt-le\'Cl u,t 500 ft. 

'L'lwre is n Htriug of iHlands along the coast of 'l'nknapa sepnmted 
from the nmiuland by tidnJ clumnels nllCl enormouH areas of Hutn­
grovc. 'ehc rinn· finds its way to thu H<m through seYeral openings. 
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:Modern shipping uses the "North" ~~ntmuco ouly. ( T nLil a. r,~w _\'l'tll H 
.aero the "South" entrance was nJso used. But ant~Lltur dHllllitd, 
"'' which divides the southern eud of Koh Kow Kaow frm11 lht~ lnain-

bnd, is ::;till used by launcbe:o rmd sailing ligltLtH'H going fru111 'l'akllaJHL 
to Puket Ol' Penang. 'L'his entrance lias the grenL ach•tt.nfagt· 11\'el' 
the others of having no obstttcle but a JHU'l'OW, cloJini!u litll'; witl1 11 

deep passnge through the bar thn,t i::; well clutitwd hy l he waLt~t· 

brettking on the bar on each :-;iclu. '!'his ontrfLIICt~, a1ul till~ t·eai~lt 111' 
the river inside have been much c;ilted-np by tttilings l'ruw th•• h.ill 
mines, that luwe been actively worked for 11hout n century, lmL it: is 
still usable by ships of moclemte dranght, tmd JllUHt l1t1n~ lwm1 an 
excellent entrance in old days. 

'l'ong Tonk is just ronnel the corner hom this ontmtH~<\ and is 1"lw 
nearest and moRt convenient spot where solid dry land l'e:ltli!.•s l.lw 
edge of it mtvig:tble channel tlmt iH completely slw!Lt•t·cd mHl :dfords 
good auchomge. Elsewhct·c there :tre thick f'ringus uf Jll:tllgl'll\'t~ 
swamp. 

I suggest that Tong 'l'enk is Gerini's gt·ertt llHLrkut. 

F. H. Giles, Esq., 

President of the Siam Society, 

Bangkok. 

Yonn; sim·.ertdy, 

Uuorgc~ ,Sc!llLL 


