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SACRED IMAGES IN CHIENGMAI 

by 

E. W. Hu·rcmNSON, M. A, Oantab. 

It iH common knowledge that in the xvth century Ohiengmai poA
seAHed both the Emeral<l Buddh!L, now in Bangkok, also the Oeyloit 
Buddha (P'ra Sihing) which is sometimes identified with the mutilated 

image Atill n,t Wat fl'm Singh. It is not so well known that Ohieng

mni still poRseHHes two snHLll fignres to which great sanctity, i.f not 

magic powerR, 1m~ nttrilmtetl, rmmely the P'?'a !Uo 8e ~'ang J{aman·IY) 
and the P'ra f:fihi, luJth of which t1l'e kept locked up at Wat Ohieng

rnan. 
w~Lt Ohiengumn WHH founded !Jy MrLllgrai, the 'r'ai conqueror of 

Lmnp'un, who eHbLlJiiHlwd the city ol' Ohiengmai on its present site 

at the end of t.lw XJJJth cuntnry: he iH s11icl to lmve Rpent his last 
days in rusidenee 11t tld:; temple. W11t Ohiengm11n lies in the north

east conwe of tho city wall, and iH notable for the row of life-size 

elephantH prc\ieeting from ettch of the four sides o£ the Chetya at its 

baso. 

PtLlm-let1f clmmicleR relating to both images have been transcribed, 

and in the CILSU of P'm, 8·/,l(], tJ.•ttlJHlatccl from Pali ·into Lao by P'ra 
Malli1 Mtin of W at Ho 'I'' am, wl1o is the leading .Pal i scholnr at present 

'in Ohiengmai. 

P'?'Ct Kilo 8e ra:ng /{umw:n'i iH a l:llnall crystal figurine on a hollow 

gold b1.1se, 'J'hl~ lower Hm·face of the base bears an inscription in 

Lao characters to the eH'ect that it was made in c. s. 1235 (A. D. 1874) 
by ordel' of Chno Int'anon, the reigning Chief of Ohiengmai at that 

time, and that it containR 303 Baht and 3 Sik of pure gold. 

--{i)iiter:Ll·t~~;,;;~l-U~mtion fro~-tlJ;Lllo. In Sillmese, it should be Hlf4llll~ 
fiTJ.JbU, litern.ll,Y whitt;~ bod,Y, crystal. 
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The crystnJ viewed at some angleH appears black, 1\H]H!einlly the 
head: at other angles it appen,rs to hn,ve a greeniHil tingo in Llw 
transpn,rent ·white substance. The workumuship iH nut ]mrtienlarly 
fine. The he11d is crovvnecl ·with a crtp of thin gold. 

The chronicle conceming this image iH a long rnndJ!ing nnt'l'ttti,·e 
with little pretence to historical preciHion. Its main intm•eHt lieH iu 
its association of the iuutge with the 1Yi.wtk((, em·ewcmius in the 
month of May, when the mins on which the Fttl'llWJ' clupuwls for hiH 
crops Me about to b~·eak. 

P'ra Maha lVIUn Htatcs that his vel'flion of the 'l'amm"""in \\'tLH eopietl 

from n, MS. in Lao ttt Wat Ram P'mng Oll the 7th August, l H20, for 
those interested in the history of Ohicngmai. 

A l'ongh abstract of it is as follows :-

'l'ct1iwii,n P'ra P'nt't'arnJi SJ '!'tmg ll.ctman'l.. 
·. When the I.,orcl Buddha lw,cl been 25 yettrs in t.h e lVIiniHtl'Y at 

Wat Kheto,wn,naram, (Wut Prt ~L'11n), he went round Legging mw 

day, along the hn,nks of: the R111ning (Me Ping) to tltc Honth l:.lftHt 

of M?tmt Ussu, (Doi ,sut'ep) as fur ltR the grove or Mni YtLllg 

t!eell). v~l~ere he Rl1t: clown under a clump of Hve tt·c<!H tu t'eHt 
n,l'ter his pilg·rimage. 

Khun Sen Tong, ·br~mght five maitlens and ol-!'el'CU thmu with 
himself 11s);laves, but Our. Lord reftmed the oH'er and LH'e:wlwd 

to him that Jw· should enter hisuiecc of' seYell yearN old tLH a HUll. 

Om· .. Lord prophesidd thtLt 8:17 ye11rs aftor hi:; duath n eity 

·named Ghim11i (%h"'J) would be founded thc1·e. He then 1:etmn-
_ eclto W 11t Pa Tan. · 

Khun Sen ~'ong had the likeneRS and tlw prophoRy or Onr 
Lm:cr engmve<1 uiJcm a stm~e ~nJ buried tit th~l :-~om·co of Me K htt, 
west of Doi Sut'ep. · 

Later P'm Indm brought a crystal from the Second Hmw<m 

and gave it to P'ya Ram, King of the Lawn, country, ordering t1 

figure of the Buddha to be carved in the month of May on the 
8th day of the wn,xing moon. 

Subsequently, N11ng Ohn,m T'evi brought the crystn,l figme 
from Muang Lawo and deposited it at L111.np'un . 

. (l) The 1
' M ai Y n.ng~~um Trees, are on the ~:p-:-un l'Ot~about -~v~ 

m1les south of Ohiengmai. The village Pn Yang N iin a is to the enst of 
Mangrai's first capital, Vieng Kum Kiim, ~ 



Pl. II 

\Vat Ul1ieugman, Chiengnmi. 
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When P'y1t lVIangmi conquered Chiengmai, he in vi ted the 
Crystal Bnddlu1 tu Le phwed in Ohiengm~ti, where it remained 
until P'ya Suriyttwong rm11ovecl it by stealth to Ayut'ya. 

AftenmrdR, P' nt M mmg Y 6t brought it bndc and placed it 
again in the Rlterucl Rtcnctuury, where it wus preserved until P'm 
:Muong Sum P'ya eRtablished the ceren10nial which has been 

handed down from one generation to another ~tnd performed 
each year between the eighth day of the waxing moon to the 
full moon in the month of Jllfay from the year a. s. 7 41 on
wnnlR. Dnring the fustival the image is bathed in water from 
Wieug Chet Lin. 

'J'hiR iu~ttgc, with the P''m H U1iimg twcl the P'ra S'ilL'i, is 11sso-
ciatec1 ·with tho proRperity of Chienguw,i. The city which 
poHsusseH the:'le thrm~ inmges will thrive. 

The rhtte c. H. 7 4 ·1.-A. D. 1:380, Rcl'VcR to ltRsociate this image 
·with tho Ceylon Bmldhtt-an ~tsRo~itttion ~tctually admitted in the 
last part of the chroniclu-sincc it WI1B ttbout the same d~tte that 

King Sen M Urtng Ma lmmght back the P'1'a S1:ldng or Cey Ion Bud
dha to Ohiengnmi, 

An eX!trninnti(m or tlw featm·eR of the P'ra, IUo Se Tang J[amani 
confirm:; the impreRRicm nntde by the chronicle tlutt this image had 

itR origin in this eonntry. 
P'nr 8 ilct,. It il:l far otherwiHu with the RuHLil stone tablet which 

llltty lw etLI!ed Ll1o Stun(;. Buddlm. 'l'he fentnres of the central figure 

are not, of tlli:; country: itR cou1plete nnclity is foreign to religious 
ftl't here: 1w unlttrgncl 111tvel compensates apparently for complete 
ILb.'WIWe or H(oX attriJmtes: f\JmJJy, the postnre OI the hips calls for 
co llllll 0 ll t. 

'!'he attitmk anc1 tho postmu ol' tho hips iR clearly the snrne as 
that dupictetl in the l:lCttlpturucl ruliefs of the seeoncl century A. D. 

at Blmrnt, of which 11 J'uproducLion appears being page 13 in JSS, 
\'ol. xxvm, part l. F'urtlumnore the form of Lhe tablet clearly sng
geHLH a figure CtLI'Yorl in relief in :1nitch. If the Bbarut Helie£ is the 

earliesflmown representation of this attitude, it would appettr that 
the P'r(~ B ili:i at Cltiengmai follows a later, and possibly Ceylonese 

development of this tradition. 
The three figures in relief on the face of the t11blet are gilded 

over with a gold covet·ing. It is however possible to Bee the raw 

stone of the tablet in places where the wooden frame does not com" 
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pletely cover the sides, nnd it is a dark "pepper nnd Ralt shad(~". 
In the text of the chronicle the Rtone iH caJiec1 P',imp'alca'/1, So111t~ 

fmggeRt that thnt this word, which cnn be used to denote a certnin 
sea-shell, implies that the substance of the tablet is fosRilisecl shell: 
others translnte it i1S stone capable of trLking an impress, i. e. soft 

stone. 
The lettering on the brockgronnd behind the tm·Ro of the centml 

figure iR considered to be undeciphemble. A suggeRtion haR beun 
made that the ima,ge iR a copy made by a,n artiHan to whom the 
language of the originnl was n'nfamiliar, and who therefore failed to 
reproduce the characters in legible form: nnd it is suggeRted that 
visitors from Sian1 to Ceylon may hnve seen tlJC origiual of thiH 
tnblet there and copied it to the beAt of their ability. It is not how
ever certain, in om present stn,te of knowledge, that the so-wlled 
lettering may not he simply a form of omarncntlttion, or the markH 
left by tho sculpter's chiRel. 
'l'a?n?u"in of P'?'a Sili"i. 

P'm Maha Mun has trmlflcrihecl the Pn,li in Lao chn,mcters Ride by 
side with his Lao translation, He concludes his translation with tho 
following ncite,..:._ 

'rhe Tamniin wa~ written in the yenr c. s. 1146. (A. D. 1785), 
on the 14th clay of the waxing moon in the 11th rnonth at 

Wieng PIJ, Saug/1) by order ot P'm Malm P'ot'n Langlm. It 
was translated by P'ra Wutinyan (P'm Maha Mi.ln) on the 13th 
clay or the waxing moon in the 5th (northern) month at 1 p.m. 
in the year c. s. 1383, D. s. 2465. (A. D. 1922.) He first discover
eel it with the Stone Buddha at Wat Ohiengman, and found the 

image to correRpond in every respect with the description of it 
in the Tamn~n. 

Follovving the discovery, several replicnR of the image were 
made by the faithful that Sttme year. P'ya Sam Lan, a Ohieng
mai Grandee, had a wax model made from which three bronze 
images irere cast. In c. s. 1284, P'ya Dek Ohai, another Gran
dee of Ohiengmai, had a stone copy made only ·differiil.g from 
the original in being mixed with brick· instead of pure stone. 
In the same year merit-makers had another copy made of tho 

· Rame colour: There were thus three images in all of stone and 

(l) Pa Sang is an important village in the Pak Bong area, about ten 1nil~!'l 
llO~~th·S()qth-west of Lamp'un. 
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P'm SiliL ttt Wt1t. CJhiengman, Chiengmai. / ,, 
' > 





PT. 11] 119 

tlm'c in ln·on;~,e represon Ling- the Lnrrl Buddhn begging for ahnH 
in Hacludutit.. 
A mnHt Eleplw.nt was nllown1l to charge Om· Lord: l\h~hn.Anandn, 
s;~\·u<l his lit\~ l1y t.mning awn.y the Blepluwt's face from him. 
Tlw i111age JnctLSlll'nH :1 l-iptLll :md !'om inches in height by t"L spttn 

in ln·ettdt.h i nclnrling all th rue tigm·uH. 
H.egrmling tlw ruplieaH nl' Llw i111a.ge, it appmm.; tlmt tlJe pln.ster 

HLttLnu of J3urlrllm in t,Jw lJurLhurn niteh of the 0/wlyc~ :tlj Wttt Sil'i Kot 
wn.H, as Llw Bon11es ol: tiJat \Vat HHLintnin, copied from tlw central 
figlU'u of' the group emnyn·ising the P'?•rr. SiUi. 'l'ho tigure in the 
Hont.lwm nitch of t.he Clwtya u[ W at Mi.in Siiu (l} :mggeHts 11 Himilttr 
im;pinttiuu. '!'he lllLl't'ati vu, ln·iully :;mnuuJ.I'iHed, is aH follows.-

Tlw fin;L JHll't.ioJl deHerihuH the cit·cnmstnucec; under 'vhich the 
P'1·a S i/(1 was ere1tte<l in Httehnkri.it :-;cvcu yc!Ll'H ttfter tlw Bud
cllm',; Llnath by Aehl\,LiLsiLtru, oue of the eight recipientrJ of the 
t·c:lies of Llw Buddlm. 'l'hu oxtent and tho nature or the relies 
111'1.\ duscrihud in rlutnil, nnd :;even of them n.1·e flttid to luwe been 
rm1 bod ierl in Lh n :-:)tour~ Bndrllut, thereby endowing it with 
111imcnlon,; puwcn·:;. 

The :;ueoml pnrt of Lhu ehl'Oniele relates the rmnovnJ of tho 
Stone Buddl11t fro111 HaelnLI\.l'Ut to Ceylon by three '1'/wrc~, nncl 
tllu in v iLation they tlwru l'OGoi ved from P'yn Anurii,t'i1 to remnin 
iu ]JiH kiugdom. Tlwy deeiuotl however to bring the Stone 
Bucldlm to Harip'n1wlmi ( Lu,mp'tm). 

The wimcnlon:-; power of the Stone Buddha to produce rain 
WtLH mttnifc~~-Jt,rjd dnring 11 :-;]wrtttge of fresh water on the seajour
lli'Y frum Cuyhm to La-Khilng, wlwru iLllltLLempt by tho Prince of 
Lhnt. plaeu to dutnin Llw Htonu .Btulll!llt WitH not ::;uccc8Hfnl. AfteL' 
JHLHHiug Lhr·oug·l1 .':itt\\'nllknlok tho tln·cHJ 1'/umr, brought the Stone 
.Buddha to Nakon (Lnmpaug) where it rernairwd for a long 
ti lllU, 

'l'lw L!Jircl port.io11 of the (~hronieai relateH the removal of the 
Stone Burldlm front Lntnpang to Ohiengmo.i by King 'rilok eire. 

·~ "-·--~--·----·-·"' -- '" .. . ~······-·--·- - __ ,_ 

(l) vV:d> J\1 im Srtu, reputed to he the tem prJl'n.l'Y l'e~tiug place in Ohieugnmi 
ol' P'rrt Sill6 i~ n tewple out,sitlo the Jtm·th-weHt city g:Lte, Platu I-hiy?'. 'l'he 
Clwt,ljr~ is 11!lUH1lnl in tlm1; the uitch 011 the oaHt side extend~ bnC'k mto the 
heat't, of t.he monument, where n. cowmou-place plastet· figul'e now re~ts. 'l'lte 
e:Lsteru niteh eontaiuH n. molleru pl:tster figure whoHO a.ttitnde is ~omowhat 
sirnilal' to thn.t of the figm·e mentioned n,i; Wat Sid Kiit>, the temple with tl1e, 
ghtnt fiens tree jnst east of W:Lt P'm Singh. 
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A. D. HSO. Its first abode wns Wat Mun SiLn, nntil Tilok 
brought it into his royttl Snnctnnry. All tlmt is IIU'.ntioned of 
its subr,equent history is a repetition of tlw rn.in-prodncing 

qualities of this image. 
Before otl:'ering any remarks upon this chroniclr, W!~ mu:;;t refer to 

. the important religious chronicle o.E Chiengmn,i written in the yc1tr 
A. D. 1516 by H.atai111pany11 of Wat RattamlllL, and entitled .hnu.ku,_ 
lwnalin'b. No mention of: the Stone Buddln1 will be found in it, but 
f1 full account of both P'm Sihing ancl P'ra J(l3o lVIorokot, the Ememlcl 
BucldluL, is given, of ·which the following analysis is dmwn frolJI the 

the translation by Professor George Coocles.(l) 
'fhc P'?'tt Sihi,ng was sent to Siam from Ceylon by the King 

of t.lmt country in the year c. H. 618, H. H. 1800 (A. l>. 125l).) 
at the l'e!JUest of the King of Snwanlmlok, RocanLj, who CiLIIJO 

down in per;;on to Nakon Sri 'l"annnamt to receive it. The 
boat et1l'rying the iumge Htrnck n, reef; but the thwart on w hieh 
tho imEtge stood remained afloat and Wt1S rescued oif Nn,kon by 
Roc11mj and the image was taken by him to Sttwankalok where 
it remained until the establishment of the Ayut'yn clymtHty. 
Its removu.l to the North of Siam wa;; due to the aet.ion of King 
Mahabrahma of Chiengrai, who hm1l'ing of its meritH brought 
ari army t;outh to carry a\vay the image. 

Mahabrahma, after depositing it fOl' a while at Chiengnu1i, 
took the P'ra Sihing to Chiengsen; He then placed it iu the 
sanctuary of the grea,t Buddha at Chiengrai. His nephew, Sen 
Mliang Ma of Chiengrrmi, attacked him and brought him aH 11 

prisoner with the Statue to Chiengmai. It was placed in Wat 
P'ra Singh towards the end of the XIVth century. (JKM, 
126-133). 

'l'he Emerald Buddhc~ was made by l'{agasena, the master of 
Milincla, 500 years after Buddha's death. It is one cubit awl 
one inch high, and contains seven relics of Buddha. 

In the year A. D. 256 it was removed from India to Ceylon, 
and remained there until Anurucldha, King of Pagttn, came to 
Ceylon in search of a correct copy of the scriptures. He took 

__ ___!'~~~ irn~_ge av~a,y with him; but the boat in which he placed it 

(l) Professor Owdes' tmnslntion of the Jina.kalamalin~-~·ef:--JIZ-M~)-~~~~1 
Oamttclevivn.I~sa into French W11S published in IL pn.per entitled Documents 
su1· l'h,istoi1·e politique et 1·eligieuse du Laos occidental, which appeared in 
BEFEO, vol. xxv, pt. 1 and 2. 

r 
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Cltdiya at \Vat MUn Siin, Ch iungnmi. (North fnce ). 

N. B. A niel>e on tlH• oppOHill', south side, oont11ins It phtsler iigure which 

may luwe l>eeH inspired hy l"nt Rilft, hut is umtcoessible for photograph. 







Pl. V 

Plnstet· Ht1ttne in northern niche of Chetiya at 
Wnt Siri Kut, Chiengumi. 
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wn~ eanit:d nuL of iLH emH·so by tt HLorm, and its contents found 

tlwir wny to Angk<ir. Amu·uddlm CtLJue to Angkor on his magic 
hn1·se to r<'-~<·.nt• Llw111, lntt 0\'Prlookod the image when he return
er! to PngiLn. Tho Emumld Bncldhtt Ums. reuutined at Angkor 
nntil Uw 8hww~e inm~ion, when it waR carried off to Ka,rnpang 
l"d. Evuntnnlly l\[nlmln·tdnntL took it to Chiengrai with the 
P'1'1t 8ihinu. Whun Sen 1\Ttitwg .Ma restored tho latter to 
Chinngtnai, tho Enwmlrl BtHlcllm escaped attention, having been 
rli~guisud unrlur a eonting of limu. In tho xvth cent my, 'l'ilok, 

King of Cltieuglllai, Htmt fur it, hut it proved to he too heavy to 
bu etLlTiecl m·m· the hilh1. A 1nore O!Uccossful attempt was then 

twLcle to l~ILl'l'Y it by mrt to LtLmpnng whet·e it l'omained until 

Tilok enlleeted iL awl plneed it iu tlw great Chetyo, at Chieng-
llHLI. ( :Jl(]\i' 14·5-1 GO). 

TIH\ eOJlllllOll l'adut· in thu hiHtory of the~u tln:ee imnges, the Em
emlrl, Uuylon, nn<l l::lLmw BmldltaR is their pn.::;Rago through Ceylon 
l'rom India, awl Llwir uHettpu hom dnngur on the sott Letween Ceylon 
allCl Furtlwr IwlitL. In wwlt etLHu, the ima.ge01 remnined for varying 
Hltort vm·iot1H at Sawunknlok lwfuru reaehiug tlte northern province. 
HoLlt thu 8Lu1w alHl tho Elllot•tLld Bncld!Jn 01pent solllc time a,t Lt1rn
pnng bufore eo111ing to Chic~ng111ai in 'f'ilok':; reign. 

'l'he muiHHion of LtLtup'nll ILH 11 t'uHting plnee for n.ny of the three 
iumgm-1 pointH Lo tlw faet tlHLt tlwy worrJ rmly known in the North 
1tfter Llmt place hnd HUnk i11to clucny ILH tt re01ult of its conquest tJY 
Mungrai nt tlw und of tbu Xlllth eeutnry. 

In tlw cnHe lwwuvur of thu P'nt, Keo 8e Ta:nrJ Kcwnwni the cl11irn 
iH 1111.tclu tlmL it waH lll'ougld; to the North by N~:mg Chttlll 'l''evi, the 
l\Jtm pl'iuem;H w ltoHu at'l'i val at Law p'nn hom Lavvo (Lop'bmi) tLb tlw 
uwl ol' tlw VIILh eunt1u·y iH tnkun ILH tL :-;ymbol of the conquest of the 
o<Ll'ly Lawn iulmhitnnLs !,y blw J.Htm, who Cttllle from tlte South uud 

ruled tlw North of Siam HHtil they in their turn were conquered 
by Muugmi ttt thu uml or Llw xurth century A. D. Tho Jinakalama

lini buginH with an 11ceount of tlw logcnd111·y circumstances which 

preeeedu~l the birth of Na!lg Olmm 'i''evi, from whose coming to 

Lmnp'un onwttrdH tL complobe list of rulers of that town is given up 
to th u coming of 1\'1 nngrai. 'l'h uir hiHtory is given in detail in 
ttnotlwr Pali chronicle, prolxtbly of the xvth century, by 11 Bonze o£ 
Chicngmai named BodllinunHi-nlr:;o translated by Professor Cmdes, 

ttnd entitled "Camn.cleviV11l?sa ". No im11ge of .this name is men-
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tioned in eithm· chronicle, bnt the J innkii.lmutLlini, 111 rul1Lti11g the 

history of King P'm Miiang Keo in Lhe early xvrLh euut.my, doeH 

refer to a Rtatue of the Bucldlmua.med P'1•n Stkhi., (JJW of th·e statues 

made out of IL black ~tone upqn which Our Lord r-nt when he t\wght 
the law in lower Siam. It is stated to lmve bueu taken to Bnnna 
by King Anuruddha, ·who henring of the piety of the LlLillp'nn Bud

dhists, returned it to North SiiWI. Nnng Clialll 'l"evi is :-;t.n.ted to 
,luwe been at Lampang &t the nwment when it arriYoc1, 1Lnd to have 

depos.ited it there in the Sanctuary on the WeHt bnnk of the river. 
It was' removed to Ayut'ya in 1515 at about tl1e :-;nuw tiuw nH the 
P'm Keo Se Tang Ka?JW?!'Z, which itself had l>een takun uiT to 
.Ayut'ytt,' ~vas re-~stablished in Chiengrnai in connecUon with the 
Wisaka ceremonies. 'l'hero nre thus certitin V11gne l:()iueidenoeH 
between ti1e histo;'Yof the P'm JUo Se l'c't,ng Kanu-ull;& nncl tlte P'ra .. 
81;khi; ·but nobhiiJg more. 

'!'he last para,gmph of the chronicle Ol P'm ](eo 86 l'a;JI!f KU'Inltn·l. 

associates .tlmt image with the P'm Sihing and tlw P'•1'1t, 8iUi as 

rcsponr;~iblefor the prosperity of Chiengmai. 'l'he. l'ttet tlmt no men
tion i;; .mt~de of. the E\neralcl Buddha pointH to 11 dttte Hnlmectrwut to 

·.its .. 1:emoval .from Obiens·mai as the chttc when tllat chrouiclo wns 

composed. 
In the opinion of P'ra Maha Miin and other Ltto nntliClrities in 

.CbiengrmLi, the image at Wat- P'ra 8ingh which wns mutiltttcd in 1922 
l:>y brigands in search o£ hidden trea:::;ure and since restored is 11 

P'rct 'l'iem and not, as generally supposed, the Ceylon Buddha 
p?ra, Silui?og. According to these authorities the 1'am:niin relating 
to tl.irLt 'irimge is explicit.in its description of the P'ra Sihiug which 
differil in important points from the extant iumge 11t W ut P'm Singh. 
In their opjnion the Ceylon Buddha has been ttbsent hom Chiengmu,i 
.'for a tirno the length of which is unknown. 

; 'rho niost serious question raised by the chronicle of the Stone 

Buddha (P'm BLlL'i) is the fact that no mention is !nacle of it in either 
.J.inakalamalini m• Canmdevivar!lsa, nor,· so far tts is knowp, in any 
sect~hir. chronicle. 

The: f11ct -thnt the. Po.li chronicle or the Stone Buddha . waH not, 
composed until the year 1785, coltplecl with the silence of the religious 
aucl secular ch~·o,uicles above-mentioned, would. point to :tho supposi
tion that it was deemed worthy of attention only after the removal 
of the more famous images froiri Chiengmai. The similarity of its 
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Pl. VI 

P'm 86 Tii.ng Knumui, Wat Chiengmitn, Chiengmtti. 
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later hi~;tory with that of the Emerald Buddha, as well as the relics 
reputed to be contt1ined iu it ttl:> in the more famous statue, would be 
calcnlntecl to sti111nlate popuhtr interest in this interesting treasure. 

It is a umtter of interest al~:~o that both the treasures now kept 
at Wat Chiengman should be associated with rainfall. In the case 
of the P'rct SilL"i, the power to produce min is ~onstautly insisted 
upon in the Chronicle, ttncl in view of the mn,gic power conferred by 
the relic~:~ said to be contt1ined in it the claim is not extraordinary. 

My collaboratorH(l) in the ·work of translating the 1'umwi:in P'rc( 
S ilii lmve produced a vl•rsion in modern Siamese with notes upon 
archaic terms, etc. I have checked it with the Lao MS. of P'ra 
l\faha Mtin, and t1m satisfied that to the best of my knowledge their 
Sin.mese transcription reproduces the Lao text accurately. 

ChiengmcLi, f38 August, 1935. 

E. W. Hu'l'CHINSoN. 

(l) N1Li Sangiem Sukh1waddhana and Ntti Dokmai SrivicLarn. 



124 E. W. HUTCHINSON 

'\.,• ~ n q_.; " .::& 'L~ ~ I I f..-" 

rt\ ~11~ li&llllU 19!~ lW f'Jfl 'El'kl lU 'kl't"lfl l 'V\1-1 'El 'kl i9J ~ ln WlllVl 'El flllV! ~ W :r:w Yl'IM 1 
ll , 

(9) •1(10) ~ 4- ., ,_, <::: 
VJ'ki1J:r~l&l'QJ tl1J 8 ~U'QJ~IJ'Vl~1-ll1'V11i.lr~m:r'kl'klll'l:1 1 

. I . 

w:r~w'Vl 'llnh"llm~'lW~ TI,__'kltl'c1JIJWJ'"'IJ8~ 'kiW :wwmr (Ill fl,__l-l wr~8l'El~1Vlri'-'m~ fl 
I ~ lJ 

'-' '-' ...., ,_, "-' , ~ 112) "(13) o.f~ (H) ._. ._. "" , 
©n~ll't'FJ k-1 ']1f&lflfli('l1t'Jf'J~~ 1J:r~lf'JbU 'EJUVJ fl'ki1J\ll11Wlll'V\\l'WJ'~W'Vl'll lJ . , , 

2..J ~ ~ 7A .o:::t e.~ I IV ~ (15) 2..-' ~ 

Li&llVl'kl'kl'kllW 'ElWEJ8'kllilllnthJ1J j~ 'li&ll'Vl \l'V\'1:118 , 
UUj\)~1 A'Jll-J 

( ~!f1 Wl!!~1 
(3) ~tl!il 

WJEJm..IJ (·il wu 1lliUi::w~~· ~.JJ"l''Ul'Vl, :r::!f.jli.Ju, A'Jl:WAW~tn.h m1m'W::th 'Jb'. 
(15) 'L- I Q A 'L- _/ A ~ ~· 

Zii:WAJi 'W'J Hll !'li'W'WJr:JJ'f'\l'VIA1lliAEI1n.!WJ::~'Vlfi!liiJl rf' Ud~nl:f Vln:Jl.l'JSA~IIl~ 

~1~J Al6i!'El'W 'lim W:i:: rn~W~l :tJ mA"' rf' (
6
l L61J~IIllll:rnn:w nmJ El~'W Bt1 mw'El 

Lj\)fl, m:wdt! J:r~!~Jl (7) ~1'1J~n:r:r:w fi:i:f:W A'El nld!~l nli.J'W (B) l:W'f'\ vm:w 

""'1. AJl:w!'llfi'll. A'Jl"
1u. (9) -1 • I .... "' ..... (10) "'"1'J' ("" )"","."::' .,., oN 1'(, Ul'::liiJ~ lll'EJ~ lildElllll'W'Vll'W •• ~· u ,.._ 

(11) ~ "' I ~ ~ _) . ._. I • 1 I 
Pi w:wwm1 (:J..J!!l'l w:wwmu !u'W'f"!'EllU 'Vl::!fi'l Aj\)llU 't!lm.J !!Afi\ls W9l mJml, 'WlliiJ:: 

~~wm ill'W ~ !flW~ liiJlnMlU U :ww'lll (
12

) ~gf u:r:r:W!'W'U:W. 1m::n!'l, !!Uti uem. 
'1:1 

!~'W-mf 1iiJ11?1 ~ 'WlhllllJ"::Qj\). (Is) tb-::mfl th::1w& TIJ"J"W'WlU:W. !!1:..11'J!leJu. l~'El 

~-\..). (l
4
l ~u'm !nWJ. rll!'f"!'OWJ. · (li5J uJ~1~ Au~. AhlQj\)ll9). 

I 
i 
' 

l
! 

: 
lr ,. 
l 
j 

f 
> 

I 
l 

r 



Pl. VI bis. 

P'rn Se '!':1ng Knmani, \Vttt Chiengamn, Chieugmni. 
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THE CHRONICLE OF THE STONE BUDDHA. 

The funeral of Out· Lord was celebrated by eight Princes in Ku
sinarai, the Prince of which l11id c.laim to the remains. His claim 
was reRisted by the rcuut-ining seven Princes who sent a letter to say 
they wore building 11 StnpH, to contain the bones which they asked 
shciuld be delivered over to them. 

A Brahmin who waH the Teacher of all the eight Princes pro
claimed it unseelllly for them to wrangle over the Master's Bones. 
He had a meai:JUl'e n1ade from a golden cocoanut shell ·which contain
ed 32 handfnlli:J. He then called for the Bones of Our Lord and 
distributed them equally in eight portions among the eight Princes. 

'rhey were all delighted and took back each his own share to his 
own country where it was deposited in Chetya nmdc for the pmpose. 

E11ch of the eight portions of Our Lord's relics was what could be 
W)ntftined iu ~Jixteen cocoanut shells-being five shells of large bones, 
five of medium, and l:lix of small bones.-'fhere were thus in all forty 
shells of large honeA, the same of medium bones, and forty-eight of 
small bones. The Hize of the large boneR was equal to that of a be!Ln; 
of the medium ones to that of half a grain of rice; of the small ones 
to that of a cabbn,ge seed. The radiance of the large bones was as 
of gold; tt;at. of the medium ones as of pearl; that of the small ones 
as of a white flower. 'l'hese eight portions of the relics spread their 
radiance over ~II four qU!Lrters of the compass ............ (the distribu-
tion iH deflcribucl in detail). 'J'he portion allotted by tho Brahmin to 
P'yn AchatU.sittrt1 waH conveyed by him to his kingdom of Rachaklit 
(Rtchakaht1). Seven years l:leven months !Lnd seven d1tys after our 
Lord Buddha's duu,th he invited all the Bonzes t.o venemte the 
relics of our Lord's Bones, and he distributed alms. 

P'ytt Achatasatru, who waH wise in the eyes of his people, formed 
the piou,s design of fashioning a statue of Buddha, and sent to the 
sea for stone for engraving. 

He had the master depicted in the action of begging in the city 
accompanied by the Lord Anancla with a begging bowl on his left, 
with the elephant Narakiri behind him on his right--all three figures 
on the same stone surface a span and four inches in height and a 
span in breadth. 
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P'ya Achatasatru and the Bonzes placed tho imngo above tho 
nltar, after willing seven of the sacred relics in a gold reecptttcle to 
enter into the stone through a recess in the face of the Stone Budd!UL: 
one entered into the hend; one into the forchertcl; nne into the 
breast; two into the shoulders ; and two between the knoes-'l'he 
Stone Buddha forthwith rose into the open air to Hhow itH power; it 
then returned to its place above the altar. 

P'ya Achatasatru had a shrine made for the Stone Buddlm on an 
eminence upon a high mountain out of reach of the covetous. Down 
below be set up a platform for the worshiperr:. 

Silawangs6, B.ewatta, Nyanakamip'on three "1'he?Yt" who were 
travelling from laud to Janel worshiping the imugeH and relics of 
Buddha came in the course of their travels to Hachukrl'Lt anc1 did 
reverence to the Stone Buddha on tho Mount11in Shrine. 

Becoming desirous to obtain possession of the Stone Buddha, they 
spread out three yellow robes one upon another, and besought the 
Stone Buddha to come down to thorn. The Stone ·Bucldlm rose up in 
the air and descended upon the yellow robes spread out by tho three 
Thera. They were ove1joyecl, and sent word of tho happening by 
letter to P'ya Achatasatru-He, on receipt thereof, cleclured tha,t i£ 
the will of the Stone Buddha w11s for sharing life in common with 
them, its departure wus well; and he gave them· permission to take 
away the Stone Buddha, if they had the power to do so. 
· .. The three Thera replied that they bad U~is power. P'ya Ach.ata
~~t~·u.·, did. homage to .the·· Stone· B~Iddl1a ~i1d to. the three Them: 
iH~ then plit them On .board a ship I~ whi.cll they reaclied 0f:lyloi1. 
There they rested. 

P'ya Anurat'it, knowing how the three Thera hud carried ofl:' the 
Stone Buddha, caused un invitation to be sent to them. When he 
had clone 1wmage to the Stone Buddha and to Thera, and h11d lus
tratecl the Stone Buddha with perfumed water, a great shower o:f 
rain fell. He was ovmjoyed, and desired that the Stone Buddha 
and the three 'l'hem should remain in his land of Anuriit'~. They 
replied that since the will of the Stone Buddha was to share life in 
common with them, they would take it to Harip'unchai to be o:f 
service to a great number of merit makers. Having heard their 
words, ttnd h11ving clone homuge to the Stone Buddhu, P'ya Anurat'a 
took the three 'l'hera down to the boat in which he despatched them. 

When they reached mid-ocean their drinking water gave out. 
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Whereupon they pnnrccl wttter upon the Stone Bnddha, and straight
way a hon.vy Rhower of min .fell Rnpplying drinking water for those 
in the ho:di until they reached Hhore. 

On diHcmlmrldng, Sih1wongH6, the elder 'l'hem, placed the Stone 

Bndcllm in hiH hc~gging bowl, and cttrried it in tum with the younger 
'1'/uwn. 

Upon reaching liJ.khi.ing, the three The?Y~ bathed the Stone 
Bnddlm, following which there was a great downpour of rain. The 
worthy Prince of LtLkh ling greatly desired the Stone Buddh11, and 
invitecl it to tnke up itH abode in his kingdom. The three Thera 
met the l'C<lneHt in the Httllle Wtty ns they had alrc11dy met a similar 
one. They spread out their robes on the ground tLnd uttered an 
invita,tion to the Stone Buddlm who soared up into the air and des
cended upon tho robes. 

Seeing that the decision W1LS against him, the Prince of La.khiing 
ghtclly Rent the throe 'l'hm·a upon their WILy. Sihtwongso took the 

Stone Buddha in his begging howl t1lld proceeded to Sachanalai, which 
is Ohalieng, or StLWtLHlmlok. 

'!'he Prince of Clmlieng did homage to the Stone Buddha and to 
the three 'l'hera,, and sent them on their way. They arrived at 
Muang NakCJn und depmlited the Stone Buddha there, where it re

mained for 11 long time. 
When lVIUn Dong cmnc and took over the governance of Muang 

Nakon he sent to tell P'ya 'J'ilok ('filokarat) of the Stone Buddha. 
'!'ilok then sent ttml brought tho Stone Buddha to Wat Pacleng Mang 
in which it was clepoHitcd ttt the t;ime whon P'm Mahayanap'ote' was 

Abbot. 'L'he Abl>ot bathed the Stone Buddha; and straightwtty a 

grettt shower of rltin eame down. 
A certain lender, Miin N angsit Vi mala Kitit had 11 shrine built as 

a llwelling for the Stone Buddha in Wat Mlin San. He brought the 

Stone Buddha to that temple to he a shining light to the Faithful 

for 5000 years. 
Put't'agan, the Abbot of Wat Mdn Sa.n, on being translated to 

Wat Sua'n D6k, took the Stone Buddha with him, but subsequently 

had it restored to Wat Miin San, where it vvas to remain as a shining 

beacon to the Faithful. 
Tilo-k the riaht.eous havina vanquished all his enemies, became 

' 0 ' b 

ki~a o£ Ohienarru1i in the Lannat'ai. He had illmninationfl set up on 
0 0 

Banana and Sugar Cane stems all the way between his palace and 
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Wat Miin San. He then went and took the Stone Buddha and 
placed it in the sanctuary at his Palace in the ye1tr z~rd met. His 
great grandchildren and descendants up to the present day have 
venerated the Stone Buddha. 

From the beginning onwards, in any year when there was a short
age of water, the Ruler had the Stone Buddha, lustratod, and rain 
then fell in abundance. 


