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REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

RAYMOND PLION-Fe'tes et Oeremon1:es Sir.L?!wise 125 pages with 50 
illustrations,-Firmin-Didot et Oie-Paris, (1934). 

Monsieur Plion, the French Consul in Bangkol;;:, htts already spent 
a number of years in Siam and travelled extensively in the country, 
whereby he has had the opportunity to witness many o£ the most 
important of those colourful and spectacuhw ceremonies which alas ! 
no longer form an integral part of the spiritual life of the Siamese 
nation. M. Plion has :;tudied the Siamese feasts and ceremonies with 
inte11igent interest, and, though the outcome of his efforts does not 
represent what Acience strictly could expect, it satisfies the demand 
for a more popular presentn,tion of these intereAting and ancient 
rites itnd ceremonieR, handed down from generation to generation 
from a hoary past, than the elaborate desCJ·iptionR given in Dr. 
Quaritch Wales' more le(Lrned work on Si(Lmese State Ceremonies. 

M. Plion's book has hac1 a good reception in hiR home land, 
KO good in f11ct that the Academic Fn1n9aisc has awarded him a 
Ahare of the celebrated "Prix: Montyon" as an acknowledgement of 
his work. 

In his prefllce the author voices his fear that the new regime will 
result in the disappeamnce of the national dress and the old tradi
tional ceremonies. His fears have now been amply justified. The 
phomtmg, thttt be11utiful and practical piece of dress, has already 
almost disappeared from our streets and public g11therings. A pity, 
indeed, as it represented something really original and very befitting. 

· As a nether garment, especially for men, its equal in convenience 
and charm c11nnot be found, but we fear it has "gone west" for ever. 
Several of the old popular and spectacuhtr ceremonies such as those 
of Raek Na or the Ploughing Festival, and Tri Jam~phawn'y or the 
Swinging Festival, are no longer celebrated, and more are no doubt 
to elisa ppear, 
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'l'he cnt~ing of the top knot ca1led Kon O!w.Jc is now but rarely 
seen, r1s also the pretty water festival of Loi Krcdhong. Both 
of these rites wet·e, however, already dying out under the c~nc:ien 

regime. 
It htts been argued that such mediaeval customs had better 

rliRappear in our time which is dominated by science, the motor 
car and the cheap tripper.(l) 

We oxe not sure that such an argument holds good f:or any country 
or people, European or Oriental. Anything which can assist in 
Rtaying the ever oncoming spirit of materialism should be welcomed. 
In this country, with its still somewhat primitive (and healthy) 
peasant population, the disappearance of these links with a glorious 
past is only to be deplored. 

'rhe celebration of such riteR may still have a certain functionalis
tic va.lue as Dr. Wales sayR in the above mentioned work, and, 
to quote the author of the present book, can certainly very well go 
together with the most modern forms of progress. 

M. Plion writes well, entertainingly and vividly, and we have only 
a few comments to make. 

It is noteworthy that whereaR t1lmost every other book dealing 
with Siam attributes more or less god-like qualities to the White 
Elephant in describing the attitude of the SiameRe towards it, the 
author of this little book has been singularly accurate in his 
understanding of the regard paid to the "White Elephant in this 
country. It might in fact be likened to n, kind of a rare article in 
the regalia of the Siamese king; and therefore it would be 11 rnatter 
of esteem and appreciation rather than worship. 

With regard to the origin of the Swinging Festival, it iR now 
generally recogni:wd tlmt this is to be sought in ancient Egypt, and 
t,hat, in its primitive form, it was a solar ceremony and that the 
one as performed in Siam really con:-;ists of Aevora1 ceremonies super
imposed one on the other. (2) 

On page 20, tho BoyB-.scouts BicMIW'iB should not be explained as 
T·igres swtwages for they are ca1led Luk Suq,, or 'Pigwr c~~bs. 

On page 51, pl'ILmes blnnches Rhould of course have been plumes 
?WtrC8 

------·-------
(!) See R. A. S. M.. in his review of Mrs. M. 1ifacleocl's B1·itish Oalendcw 

Oi.tstoms: Scotland Vol. I, in ];fan for July 1937 pp. 116-117. 
(2) See Dr. Quaritch Wales-Sic~mese Stc~te Oeternonies, pp. 243..,._45. 
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On pttge 83, fourth line from the bottom, the unthor talki:l of :Mong 
Don, a misprint from Nong Don, of course. . 

On page 92, it is open to question t1S to which Sialllese wonl the 
H.uthol' refers to. U it iH the wcml yen, inJ1lonmJen, tlwn to tmnl:lla,tc 
it by fruiivlw would he wrong. Ye·n here does not prinmrily refer 
to temperature, hut to the po:-~t meridian part of the day,jcmt as one 
says 6' p. m. in contrast with 6' o,,?n. 

On page 109, in the last line of the :foot note, M. Plion spcakH of 
the Garuda as the mount of Shivu,, It Hhould of eom·se be Vishnu. 
The god Shiva's vG'ihcmc~ or mount is the bull Nandin. 

'l'he fifty illustra,tions enlivening the pttgcs of the volume itre aJl 
quite well reproduced and this little but excellent book is herewith 
recommended to all future readers. 

I am indebted to His Highness Prince Dhani Nivat for the passttgc 
on the White Elephant as well as for the eorrectionnJ notes refening 
to certain statements of the author on pp, 20, 51 and 92 of the 

\ 
\ 
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book under review. For this kind co-operation on the part of His '---'/ 
Highness I hereby beg to render my flincere thanks. 

ElUK SEIDENFADEN. 
Bangkok, 15th August, 1937. 

WALES, H. G. Q.: 1'o~uarcls Anglcor, 8 vo. ~49 pp. Harrap, London, 
1937. 

Although much has been written about India's cultural influence 
over Indochina, little in the W<1J' of tL complete treatment of the 
subject as a whole is available. This if:! notably so with 1·egard to 
WOl'ks written in the English language, especially now that a great 
part of Dr. Cha,ttorji's Indian hlfl7Lenr.;e 'in Ownboclin has been 
rendered out of date by recent researches. It is on this accouilt 
therefore that one we] comes Dr Wales' latest contribution to the 
study of what he calls" Greater India "-a terminology by the way 
that will not find general ttcceptance in view of the fact that this 
south-eastern corner of Ar;ia has been no less influenced by the culture 
of the Chinese. 

Dr. Wales' book takes us in a graphic manner along with suc
cessive waves of Indian colonists, taking what he lms termed the 
,; 'rrans-peninsnlar Route" by la.nding a.t 'L'akmtpa, proceeding to Chaiya 
and thence to Java, Charnptt and Cambodia, besides two other routes 
leading to Burma and to somewhere near tho modern state of Kedah . 
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W o are ttb)e to visualize in a realistic manner the m;tablishment of an 
Indian stnte now known by its Chinese name of Funan, which 
included, according to Dr. W11les, Sri Thep, or Sl'i Deva, an ancient 
t'Uinod town which the author believes to have been primarily Indian. 
W 0 t1l'e conducted ttlong the pa,th OI 'l'Jmi migrations, leading Up to 
their contact with more civilised peoples in what is now western and 
central Siam. His description of the city of the Prince of Uthong off 
the district of Songpinong in Supan is perhaps the only one available 
in 11 foreign htnguage. W o are then led up to the romance of the 
Sailendra or the "King of the Mountain "-the greatest of the Indian 
Argonauts-which is really (in the reviewer's opinion) the climax of 
this work. 'l'he discription of the migrations culminated of course 
in the crowning triumph of Angkor. 

In a critical consideration of 'l'owu.rtls Angkor, it seems that two 
distinct points of view should be clearly kept in mind: that of the 
specialist and that of the amateur. 'l'he present reviewer, not being 
a specittlist, will not attempt to tread on sacred ground when so 
much has been said ttml argued on the main point on which Dr. 
Wa,les differs from formerly accepted theories-the identification 
of Ohaiya as capital of the S11ilenJra Empire. 'l'he question of the 
age of Sri Thep is dimmed by comparison. It still remains never
theless for the mover to disprove the contention of the opposition. 

From the point of vie~, however, of the amateur, a few additional 
remarks about this book may not be out of place. 'rhe book, as has 
been said above, is graphically presented. One cannot but admire 
the lucid statement of a subject hitherto treated almost exclusively 
from the scholar's angle. No real attempt seems to have been made 
formerly to present it for popular consumption in English. It is true 
that H,ene Grousset's classic work ( Histoi?'C de l'Exlreme Orient) is an 
authoritative monument, but it is not accessible to those who cannot 
read French. In this book under review, one detects the master
hand of an experienced teacher whose business it is-or rather was
to enable his audience to grasp the subject. One is therefore led to 
recollect the author's position as a master of the Itoyal Pages College, 
which in fact enabled him to obtain :first hand knowledge of most of 
the Court functions in the reign of the late King Rama VI. 

By way o£ detail, the attention of the author might be called 
to a few passages which seem to require modification. On page 
62 . et seq. the name of Phra St\ildam should be Phra Sudhana 
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(OI' phunutically Blt-tou). On the nmp on page 111, Bi:sak looks 
Ill ne!t Loo r.u· to Llw t>CJUtlt. On pago 122, one would like to bear 
in lllind LhttL ])v[travati :1R the uarne of a :otato wa:o only proVI:-
8iouully r11lupled hy l\1. CwdeH (Bemwil des Inscr. du Si.wn, Iero 
p;trLit\ p. l, note), in the ab:oence of a Hnbstantially proved m1mo. 
On }Htge 125, in comwction with the Buddhist ~..mxlo one wonders 
wlwtlwr Lhe author is re:ferring to the stanu1 Ye dhwnma hetupt~
b/Jiut'l!c/, . .. , which is not <L profeHsion o:f faith but rather a state
lllt·nt of tltu e:-1senco of .Buddhism. What really corresponds to 
Lhu ''i'etlo is the Na·mo la88rr., one o:f the best known fm·muJc;,e in 
U1u Buddhist Scriptures. On page 133, the twin name of Dvaravati 
Sri Ayurlltyl"t iN a problem <thout which a note has been written 
fur tlw .TSS, aud will prohably be published shortly. On page 139, 
<lllll wowlul'H why clouds Hhould bank up in the <Jouth west, rather 
tltm1 ill tlw north t)ttst, if they mark the t1pproaching end of the rainy 
HUIM:IOll. 

'J'o Hlllll ll}J lilttm, it iH 11 el<%1' tLll!l oxtrorneJy well written l'B8UlllB 

of all tho lrtteHt nl'oltoologietLl datu, on the subject, not to mention tho 
:tuthor':.; owH tlwm:io<J whieh, however, n,re not within the scope of 

Huelt <~riticiRnt tts lutH been the t1im of thiH short review. 

D. 
Bangkok, Hi DeeomlJel', lfJ37. 

I 
I 
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PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST IN OTHER JOURNALS. 

Jrnw1utl lt&inti!]ue. 

Tom UCXXTX, Out.-Uee. lHilG. 

Lalt•ll, l\L: 1/histut:'/'e de Rr~11w l"J/. ti.b!!iu.J>n, pp .. 500-562. 
A dus<·ription of two TilJetan lllltllllHCI'iptH in the Bihliotheque ll!L

t ionalt• nl' l'nriH, liuth o1oiginating frulll 'l'sil"ll· fo tong, Oll the snl{jeet 
ol' Llu: a1h·eut.m·uH ul' RiinHt. CunlpttriHon iH dmwn to the four umnn
SI:l·ipt.H fmlll 'l'ouen-honnng in Ohinu:-;e 'J'urkuHtan, which lHL\'O lmen 
stwlincllulll annlyHPd lJy l'rol'uHsm· F. W. '.l'huJnnH in .ln<.liwn S/'n(lt:e8 in 
hotum·l' of Ulut?•/r·8 U. ./,1/'II/IIUI'/1,, 1U29, ttml espeeirLily to rnanwwript:o 
lll:tl'kt•'l A and H in Lho aliuvu eolludion. AH with the J\ISH from 
CldnPHP 'l'mkt!HLttll, tlw two 'l'ihutnn mtwu:;criptH ttre tLlflo inemnplete, 
and nat:h is ul' difl'urmJt ruclaetion frolll thu othor, aH wdl 111:1 from thu 
~tss A and H. '.l'ho titlo of olio iH ineo!llpluk ; ·whilo that of blw 
tJt,)H'I' iH not llwllLio!ltlll. 'l'lw :-;tury i:-; tdd tLlung aecoptud linel:l of the 
dn:-;:-;ic·,d HnllliL,YILJHl,, with of eollt'HU 'l.'ilwtaniHecl l'ol.'lltH of lll1lldng tho 
priw:ip:d dwd.·neki'H, Hii,nm 1Jue01ning Hrt-llliL·lllt, Sit.-~, Zi-tn and l:lo on. 

!Jnlll'l/·n of 1/w ./,onrlon ouluwl of Orie·nt11l 8Utdt:es. 
Vol. IX, Pn.l't J. 

,'-\Luwnrt, ,J. A. : 'l'/w 1':-l'onr; tlw 'l'h1wJ III un8, pp. BB-i\9. 
"Tl1iH pomu," Hay:o Lito 11t1Llwr, "mnbodi1;H two traditiunH found 

ILlllOllg tlw 1\Iou or 'l'11laing people of Burnm, (1) tlHtt they Cttlne 

!'l'ulll Uw o:1st. CoitHL of Incli11 in vury ettl'ly tiuHJ:-J, and (2) thut they 

eouHiHL of three kihoH, occupyi11g three several provinces of the Mon 
eouuLry uf Bmum-Bas::Jein, l:'egu and Martab1Lll." 'l'he three tribes 

nre l\Ion 'l'ang p~opling Pegn, J.Y.fou Te peopling Moulmein or 

Marhtlntn, 1tnd 1\:fun N ya peopling " tho old town" which iH 
thought to be Btt:-JI:loin. 1VIr. lbllidtty, the anthority of the Mon 
language, relying upon tho Mon ·work on the life of the Buddha. 

:! 
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21lo l'lfHJ,WA'I'l!J;o.:S tW l~'l'l·:llES'I' l:-.1 tlTI!E.Il ,llli!H~ALS 1\'111.. XX~ 

'P/w ]1u/lut.cJJIIIInulhi., wriLLt•tt in '17!1~. \I'll~' iwditll''l 1 .. a·,~•ign (Jt,. 
Mon Nyn/Lo l'egn, wit.l1 \\'l1ich Lltt• anl.lilll' agn·,·s n.ud iiwid,·lltall,\· 
uxplttinnd tlw thn·iv:d,ioll ol' l{,fitu:tltrta· ns Lui11g rr .. ln tlw pltl'll'"' 

Jl[nn ?·nh 1lfon N!Jtr, litl'lltling •· TJ,,. t~t,llldt·y· 111' (.!J,. \!111\ :.:y:t.'' 

'l'lw antlwr protlneuN Llll' kxL :utd Li'<l·llslnt.iun :u11l gi' ··s 'arianb .. r 
reading :l'ol' n;tdt ol' i.ht> LlJI't>n sl.:uJzas. Tltu ltw:tlit,_,. iu India wlH·Jil'•· 

Lhu l\·lonN t:ttllll\ IJVUL' Llw Ht>:L ttl t.ltis sillt• ol' tlu: Bay ol' Ht•ng·al is d.·nr" 
ly in<licrd;utl ns Tuling;Lil:L and Llw CorollmtHl,.•] ( J\c,r•·ln~tnl.t•l t~"a;-1. 

tLtHl, a,'\ they woru known to lw tlw authority fn1tll wlt"lil 11ld ~ialn~'"'' 
civil ndminiHtrntimt WiU4 clt•t·ivtiil, t.l!l'Sii Um:u s!.tttiZ:ts ol' "~ong'' art· 

of consiclurttblu iator<•HL in Litis t:ullliLry. 'I'lw ptH'lil is dn.(t'ol 1'.\' ll~t• 

ttuthor Ml not lttLer tlmn !ilw lJDg'illnillg u[ L!tu uindl'l'tt! h t•nuLury. 

Jo'lWJI(I,l of tlw BmnU1f,l} i:I?'!Uilch t:( tlu~ Royt~l A.~i,tllr· 8u,.;,,l!f· 

Vol. I il, 1\J:\7. 

Law, B. U.: 8t11.1.li,eN i•tl· tltt! .t!prtdo>ntt, pp. 2:l-:lfi. 

'A Heholnrly iLlutlysiH or :L Ht.:dtllll ol' Llw 'l'ipil:dm wltit·h IS ('11lii]Ht

l'l1tivdy nulo10wn, lle:Llittg at length wiLlt nauws of auin11tls. plant}; 

oecn ptttionH mu1 geographie:tl dnttL. 

Jon7'1MI,l ~~f lht! Jlloltt!Jrt·,,, ./Jnt;n,c;/~ of tlw lloyt1l. il.~iulit• ,<.,'w:il'iy. 
Vol. X.V, l'n.t·1> 2. 

Loch, Oh. W.: 'l'hr• 1Ut.i·tiur;r"I'Os 8ou.r/(l),:n8, l'l'· l:l0-14·!! . 
ThiK nnimn,l iH ~Mil J'owltl in HitLlll :LlltoJtg lllllll,Y otltl!l' r:tJ1lllt.riPs 

t:1bnbted, tho ox:wt lm:n.litius lming E:tHLill.'ll 8itLill :Lntl 1111 tlw ~inrn·· 

Bm·lmL fruutiur. 

Vltn Stein CnJlun!:elH, P. V.: The Ftm:tMlm· of' Jllulut·utt. 
Cuutttins dn,t:L COIWOl'llillg PtLI'tLllli.IHlrw:Ll'tl. u;(l fit·Ht. 1\lal!Le('.lUl king 

in Hupplomcnt to Sir lticlmnl WlnHtudt.'s Hi.story of Jlfuluytt. iu Vol. 
XIII, part 1 of that journal. 

Journal of the a~'(xder Inr Ua 8 oc·i.ety. 
Vol. IV, no. 2 Hl::l7. 

Ooec1es, G.: A ne·w Tnsm·iption from Fu-nrt//1,, pp. 117-121. 
rrhe inscription records the foundation of a hcrmitltge, a htnk, anrl 

tt dwelling-house by t1 king of Funan. Although it is und1ttml, Llw 
palaeogptphy permits llfl to place jt at the end of the 5th century A. l>. 

'llf 
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In(Zian Art and Letters. ,, 
Vol. IX, No. 2. 1937. 

Mus, P.: Ang!.:o1· ht the Time of Jayavarnum VII, pp. 65-75. 
'L'ha,t tho Kinner monarch was identified with the deity; at ]east 

in certain respects, is generally accepted. The author of this nrticle 
has gone 11 little further to interpret Khmer architecture in the light 
of this cult. According to his interpretation, the causeway over the 
city moat into the city with its Naga balustrade was a representation 
of the pathway of the rainbow leading up to the heavem:1 where -vvas 
situated Meru the abode of the Great God (Siva), the interpretation 
being supported by the fact that two serpents in ancient mythology 
were connected with the rainbow. From the fact that the Bayon 
Wtts a pantheon of Sivaite, ViKlmuite and Mahayanist deities he 
(leveloped the idea of identifying the fttces on its towers as portra,its 
of .Tayavarman VII. its builder. 

Whether or not one agreeR with the above theories, the serpentA 
on either side of the causewttyA lmve been understood to be represeu
ttttionl:l of tho serpent Vasuki taking its part in the churning of the 
ocean of mille Mount Meru which was the pivot of the churning 
process is doubtless represented by the Bnyon in the centre of the 
city. 'l'!te same cult-that of the Devaraj-is obviously at the back 
of either interpretation. 

Stutterheim, W. F.: Note on a newly founcl fmgment of a fou?·
ar'Jne(.l.figure frmn Kota Kr(pur, pp. 105-109. 

'!'he site of this find on the island of Banlm ha,cl already yielded in 
1892 a stone bearing an inscription in old Malay and Palhwa 
characters dating from 686 A. D. with a mention of a military expe
dition of Srivijaya agninst Java. The present find is that of a figure 
of a male deity wearing a conical headdress of Fmther Indian 
images. (rho headdress reminds us of figures at Sri Deva which Dr. 
Wales attributed to Indian art). The figure is further described as 
havinO' non-Indian features such as a broad nose and thick lips etc. 

b 

Dr Stutterheim concludes that it was a product of Srivijaya art. 

Bullet,in of the Oolonictl Institute of Arnstm·dwm. 

Vol. I, No. 1. 1937. 

Those who take an interest in the comparative study of problems' 
3 South-Eastern Asin, especially in its cultural aspect, cannot do &o 
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effective]~ nnlesA armed ·with at least three linguistic media of 
information, namely: French, EngliHh and Dutch. One note there
fore with considerable snt,isfaetion from the foreword of this new 
Journal that. it has been published with the object of creating an 
organ by means of which a double aim may be realised: "to lay 
before the world outside our own couutry and its dependencies, in 
the English language, subjects of current importance in the Nether
lands Indies, and furthermore to inform the Dutch reading public 
of events and conditions in Pacific countries which deserve their 
attention. This first number deals with administrative matters such 
llH the colonial Budget, Malaria, statistics, air tmusport, and a note 
on the ,Japanese ma,ndate islands of the Northern Pacific. 'rhe h1ost 
item is of international interest, quite brief (pp. 69-7 4), and has been 
written by J, S, van Vollenhoveu, who concludes that: (1) there 
could be no legal objection to Japan's remaining nmnda.tory for the 
islands after her withdrawal from the League of Nations; and that 
(2) with regard to her administration of th01n she must continue to 
submit to its supervision, f11iling ·which the mandate should be 
withdrawn. 

JmL?'nal of the Boyal Asiuliu Society of Grecit Britc~in wnd Irel(mri. 
1937, P:Ll't 2. 

Rhys Davids, C. A. E. : The Sdf: an overlooked Buddhist simUe, 
pp. 259-264. 

In Him•yana Buddhism, points out 1\hs. H.hys Drwids, the conclusion 
has been drawn that since neither body nor mind is Self (atta), there
fore there is no Self. 'l'his conclusion, she finds, to be cleplombly 
wmng, and if only it had not been so, "what a hiBtory of error might 
have been a.verted ". This view is bcti:iecl upon her interpretation of 
the simile in the Lessm· Saccrdw, S1Lttn of the .Majjhima Nikay11. 
Such a point of view, of course, brings up an entirely new a;,pect of one 
of the most important doctrines as accepted by Hinayana Buddhism. 

Law, B. C.: li'o?·mulcLtimu of Pratityaswn1.dpadn, pp. 2R7-292. 
A critical examination of the formulation of the idea known among 

Hinayana Buddhists n,s Pcdiccnsnmuppiida. · 

B1.Llletin cles "Am·is clu Lctos ". 
le1· A1mee, No.1. HJ37. 

'rhe debut of this new periodical is to be welcomed a8 an admirable 
step in the right direction. Every article of this number would merit 

• 
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mention in thiR notice, many being from the penA of severa~ chefs clu 
BC1'1Jice reRponsible for those lines of activity therein dealt with. 'L'he 
volume is prefaced by the Resident Superior of Laos, and the airnR 
and project of the Society of the Friencl.9 of Lcws, or M-ittasnmalcom 
Prades Lew as it is called in the vernacular, are set forth by the 
Director of Public Instruction who is also president of the Society. 
Other articles which deserve special mention are those of MM. Marchal 
and Parmentier on Lao Art, one by M. -D. Faure entitled trois fetes 
lrwtiennes LL Vienticme, and a monograph by A. Boutin, the Resident, 
on the province of Hona-Phan. Very interesting mapA accompany an 
article by the Director of Public WorkR on the meanR of penetration 
of the LaoA, in which tt main road iA Achodulecl to connect that part 
of the French Colonial Empire with the two main outlets of Hanoi and 
Saigon. '!'he field of Music and archeology are dealt with by 'l'iao 
Sonvanna-Phouma. 'rho number is copiouAly illustrated, and may be 
said to be distinctive in its details of Lao decorative ·work. 

Silpakorn. 

lst year, Nos. 1 & 2. 

Another magazine nutking its debut during the cmrent year iR 
the Silpnlcorn published by the Fine Arts Department of the 
SiameRe Government. It iR alRo a Atep in the right direction. ltR 
oqject iA Rtated to be the "propagation and support of the national 
literature, archeology, artR and culture". The publication iR of courRe 
in Siamese. Its tone is not limited to the academic consideration of 
those subjects, but largely educational also (e. g. an article on the 
clements of Music in the first number), and possibly something else 
too. It contains, besideFJ, n, considerable number of administrative 
records and regulations in connection with the activities o£ the 
Department of Fine Arts. A feature that should prove o£ great 
utility is the catalogue of works in the National Library. 'rhe 
catalogue iR divided into two sections, Siamese and foreign. 'l'he firRt 
section starts with tho class of literature knovvn as the Ph1·c~ Wijmlii
phondh, i. e. the King's writings. The two instalments so far pub
lished have covered those of the first four kings of the present dynasty. 
Had the editor been able to see his way to include a descriptive cat:1-
logue of manuscripts of Siamese Literature on the subject at the same 1 
time, the value of these catalogues would be doubled. 'l'he section deal-· 
ing with foreign books in the Library is very short in both numbr.:~r 
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and needwmore careful proof-reading. As to individual articles, that of 
Luang Boribal Buribhand in the first nuro her, which might perhaps he 
translated tts The Clwractrwistics of Bnclclkist Iconog?'ctphy as 
classlfiecl by pm·1:ods, is a useful re~mme along lines already accepted 
by artists 11nd !1rcheologists. The second number is mostly occupied 
by material in connection with the new drama of Th!l K1:ng of Dhon
bn?·i by the Director-General o£ the Department, together with a 
critical note on the biography of tt general of the Rame period. It 
seems doubtful ho\vever whether such a treatment of the subject 
could be taken seriously if subjected to the usual standards of 
historical criticism. 

Dlut,rmacc~l.:sh1~o. 

For some time past the King Mongkut Pali Academy of Wttt 
Bovoranives has been reviving the publication of its periodical, well
known to those of a generation ago. 'l'he new periodical, while 
keeping up the former scheme of translations and commentaries of 
the Sacred texts of Buddhism, is diAtingniRhecl for its initiative in 
popularising the Dharma. A translation of Yuan Ohwang's B.ecordR 
of the Western World is an interesting feature from the pen of Phya 
Surindralujai, former Governor of Dhaniiabnri. 
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