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REVIEWS OF BOOKS. 

0. Cmmi<:s: Tnse?'iz!lions 1lu Oaml!Od!Je, echlee8 e/, tnul1~1:tes, V<il. I, 
Hanoi, 1937. 

In the iutroclnetion to this Htutely work, eunsistiug of 323 page::; of 
text twd a, supplement containing -'14 bmwtiful fttesimiles of the stone 

inscriptious treated, Professor Coedes, Diredor of the Ecole :H'ntu<;>aiso 
d'Extremo Orient, a former President of the Siam Society of which 
he is now ttn Honm't1l'Y Member, Bays that since the L1:.ste generole 
des 'inscript-ions cl'l.t Ohampa ct rltr, Oaml)(Hlge was published in HJ23, 
no less than 809 new imml'iption~:> have been discovered in CtMnboditt, 
besides 25 in Champa (the present-chty Annn,m). 

'l'he proRent volume, which forms Part III. or Oollecl·ion tle texles ., 
et cloc'I.L'me?ds s·u?' l'Indochine, contains some particularly important 

iuscripti:ons found since 1920 on slelcw at the gronJ, monmtwuts of 

Ba.kon, Phm Ko, BantctLi Srei and Pre ltup, all o£. ·which hn,ve to do 
with i.Jho foundu,tion o£ these gmnd temples, besides othm·:; at Baynn, 
Koh Ker, Bttntay Brei, h·ar,;at Klma and Pmsat 'l'or. 

These inscriptions twc of gl'el1t interest for 1-.he politicn,l and religiour,; 

history of Oambodin,. 'l'he hook is piously cleclieat.ed to Professor 
Coedes' lt1te teacher, the distinguished :;;avant, Professor Louis Finct, 
"\vho n,1as l is no longer among us. 

"' 'l'hc inscriptions cover tho period fwm the l11tter haH or the 6th 
century A. D., i.e. the reign of King Bhavn,varnmn II., up to the very 

beginning o£ the 13th centmy, the reign of Jt1yn,varman VII., the 
mighty builder or the second ancl present Angkor 'l'hom with its city 
WtLlls and its Bodhisatva-faced gate towers, as well aR of the Baymi 
ttnd"'tho many hospitals spread over his ht· Hung empire, Almost 11ll 

these inRcriptions arc, hom the religions point of view, Brn,hmanic, 

n.nd t>specittlly Siv11.itie. The eontonts aro llwst.ly pttnegyri<':'l of thu 
Khmer kitwR rn·ttisino· a.JI(l exn,ltino· tlwit· divine l)OWOl'.'l and· ifttelli-o n b 
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gence, their virtue:-> rmcl physical beauty, nud their victories o\·er· hosts 
of enemies. These mighty kings not only routed their foes, eleaving 
the Rkulls ot their· nnmor·ous Wttr elephants, but tLbo, by a single 
glance, conquered the heartH of all mairlem; and women ! 

When reading these poems iu stone one'::; memory of that most 
stupendous epic the Mahablw.rato., as we1l as of paSH<Lges .in the 
1\a,mayana and some of the Pm·anas, is com;tautly refreshed. One bas 
here tLn occasion to ncltuire the tmm;lator's profound knowledge and 
sngacity in expla.ining the most difficult wordingH. Profe::;sor Coedes 
seems to have thoroughly entered into the spirit of those far uway 
times, nnd hence his unique t1bility to present them to us in the full 
light of scientific trntb. 

Mnny of the inscriptions concem donations to temples of paddy 
tield~, domestic animals, mule and fetmtlc ~bves, musicians, dnncers 
lLnd singers. It is well lmown that the huge Phm Khun temple 
po::;sessed thousands of ~uch servant~ and slaves. It is ~nrely nlso no 
exttggeration to state that Cambodia, towards tho end of its great 
epoch, must htwe been very much prie::;t-riddon. This in connection 
with the enormous temple constructions and other examples of corvec 
may well have weakened the national will power, with the result 
tlmt the Khmer were ~o easily o,nd so disastrously defeated by the 
'l'hai. 

'l'hc wild people mentioned in some of the inscription~ pro]Jably 
tLllnde to the Kha, Kui, Sann·e or· Chong. 

These inscriptions also contribute much to our knowledge of the 
ch·ess, ornaments a.nd weapons of tho old Khmer iLS pictured on the 
reliefs in the Baycin and Angkor Wat e::;pecially. 

At the foundation oE templos it is often lllClltioned that iuw.ges or 
Bmlnnanic gods and goddesses wore installed, which were fashionecl 
with the traits of the pn.rentR or other rolati vos of the reigning kings. 
'l'he wm·sbip of the particular god or goddess Wi1S thus combined with .., 
an act of piety towards deal' relatives who also in thoit· tum would 
profit by this uct in their next rcincnmation. A ::;imilM· idetL iH 
known in Buddhist '.L'lmibnd where in 'Nat Phm Ktteo at the two 
furetuost corners of the altar, which iH crowned hy the so-ealled 
Emerald Buddha, stand two life si:-:ed gilt c;tatnes holding nine tiered 
umhrello.s in thoir haarls. These Rtatuos represent Ga.utama in hiH 
princoly dl'OSS 111\ll wel'll ll1illlD in lllCllliOl',V or t.ho two first kingR of t.lw 
Ohak~d·i r1yn;tsty . 

.. 
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Ar; tt very ehat'ttet.eri~t.ic in~eripl;iun nmy he ttllmt.innod, that from 

PmsuJ, Awlon whieh is t:otupWll''l uf iu\'oent.iun~ of Sim, Unngt~ 
(IHokhong), Vi~;nn, Bmlun[L, Thwt, BlmntLi, Kmulm antl the king:-; of 
Cambodia. Followc; n cnlogy or the fullll\ving killg'l'l :-Ya?iovtU'lllttll 

(A. D. ~89-910); llttnbvamHl!l I. ( 0 1"()); lstLllt~V<Ll'tlltlll II. (D28); nnd 
J ttyantnllllll IV. (D28-H4~); and the eruetion uf iL U JI,IJU for l~vnrn 

(.Siva). 'L'Iw tlatC1 or the inseriptilJII would hu hotwecm A. ll, 928 ttllll 

942. 
In the 87Lh .~lo/.;(1 of the long and pcnupum:> fonmbtion inseription 

ttL Pre ltnp one uutes that death on the 1Jnt.tleliuld i~:~ rewttl'dcll by 
re-birth in the hettnmly pamtli:-;e in the eompnrty of the beautiful 
Apsams, quite a J\:[ulta.UllllOdun idetL, which, hy the wa.y, is ulso round 
in the A:=m faith of ancient Scauclirmvitt. 

'l'o judge frmn tho inscription~:~, scieuce and higher education wa.s 
much to the fore in old Camboc1i.~. Thi1:1 involved not only a ducp 
kt;wwledge of Sansm·it, the Vedas, Pumnas, Maht1blmrutt1 nud Uanm
yana hut also of many of the Ilhilosophical H.)'Rtents of ancient Indin,. 

It cannot and should nut he cleuiecl tlutt Simu, or Tlmilancl, to a 
gt·eat extent wus 11ml still is the inhuritor nf thiR gl'unt culture w bich, 
mingled with the virility and freu hom spirit of the ancient '.l'hn,i, has 
created the preHuut dtty Thai culture whose language, poetry and 
drt11IH1 we ttll love so much. 

After the reading of thiH deeply fttscina,tiug wol'k one also now 
undorHtands from which soUt'ell the kings of Suklwtlmi th·ew their 
self-panegyrics in whiuh they vaunted tlwlll~:-~elveH of tlteir knowledge 
of the V erhts, 'eripitulms ttml astronomy. 

It Hhould :.dso he added that in tlw ~ivttitic inscription found at 
'l'an Kran (now in Mus6u Albert Sarmut in Pnompenh) the lUUHC or 
the capital of the Pt11bm~:f, Kancipm:a, is .mentioned. As fat• tts 
Professor Coedes knowH, this is the fil'st tilllu tlmt such mention is 
encountered in any Indoc!Jintmo inscription. 'l'hiH il,; very interesting 
as it may indicitb:.l thut u.t that time (latter halt ·of the 7th C'entnry 
A. D.) there still were connect.imts with tim Pallav!L kingdom in South 
India. 

EtuK 8I~nmN~'ADEN.' 

Baufo§lwk, 31st July, 1939. 

• 
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LUANG BortTBAL BURIBIIAND: l'Wn.Jl1l'lilll)l~'il~'l'lltl11fh (Pile Sac1·ed 
Reliqua1·y in Olrllv!iic~ng 0 ha,'i,.ya ), Bllngkok, May 1937. 

'.l'his small pamphlet of 20 pages was written foe distributing un 
the occasion of the ceremony of the hoisting in place of the.gilt para
sol spire on the top of the restored stupa which forms the centre of 
this very old sanctuary of the South. In the first part of the pam
phlet Lnt1ng Boribal sketches the history of the empire of Srivijaya 
based on Professm· Cocdes' researches and rejects r1nite rightly the 
fantastic theory of Dl'. Quaritch Wales according to whom Chaiyn. 
should have been the capital of the great him1uized Mahty empire. 
He a,rrives at the conclusion that Chaiya is identical with Grahi but 
that its foundation is of 11 later date than that of 'l'akuapa and Grabi 

. (and Nn,kon Srithammarl1t) which from the style of the sculptures 
found there, have been proved to go back to the fifth centmy. On 
the other lmnd in view of the many lttrge temple ruins fonnd in and 
around Oh<liyto., whose age archt1eologically may be fixed to about 
the middle of tlte eighth century A. D., this town mu:-;t t1lready have 
been a very opulent one at that time. Luang Boribal, supporting 
himself on authorities like the late Dr. Van Stein Callenfels ond Pro
fessor Ooedes (he might ha.ve included Monsieur Obeys too), concludes 
that the Phra Mt1ha That is no less than 1180 yeal's old. He may 
ue right. 'fhe stupa is OI the style which We knOvV from Java aR a 
Tjandi, and l1Ccurding to M. Claeys the brick construction is ant1logons 
to t,hat used by the Cham. Even the ma,nner of binding the bricks 
togetlwr is identical with that used in ancient Champa and the same 
binding material, the composition of which is still an unsolved riddle, 
was used here as there. 

Luang Boribal points out the many most ra.re and valuable anti
quities which ha.ve been found at Ohaiya, such as two images of 
Avalokitesvara, a stone head of. the Buddho. and the beautiful 
bust of an Avalokitesvara in samrit which is now one of the greatest ,. 
tr:easmes of tl1e National Museum in Bangkok, not to speak of the 
tine image of the Buddha sitt.ing on the Naga, on the pedestal of 
which i:-; engraved l11l inscription in Cambodian indieating that the 
imnge w:1s Cl1St by orders received from the Empe1·or of Srivijayt1 in 
A. D. 1183. The standing Buddha in the niche in the stupa of vyat 
Phra Maha 'l'hat is, however, of Gupta "iork from the Dvaravati 
period and may as such be much older, perhaps by 500 or 600 years. 
The ln.t1guagc of the inscription on the Buddha, sitting on the N aga is 

... 
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ru,ther intriguing. Why WttS tho inscription made in Kinner, aud not 
in Sanserit, which would have been more befitting the Mahayanistic 
Mal~tys (though the Khmer also belonged to tha.t cult at the end of 
the 12th centmy)? Had Chaiy11 been under I\hmer mle for some 
time before the statue w11s cast or h11d their language been retained 
t.tS that of the upper classes since the time ·when the peninsula formed 
pt.trt of the Funan Empire? 

Luang Boribal mentions also the old chronicle found by Phra Phi
ch11i Decha ~~t Vieng Sra, which is said to be kept in H. R H. Pt·ince 
Damrong's libmry. I regret I have not been able to peruse its con
tents. 'l'bo wanderings of a colony of Tamil immigrants across the 
peninsula during the l::ttter haJf of the fifth century from 'L'11kuapa 
via Mttang Khiriratt, :M Uang Grabi and Vieng Sra finally to settle on 
the ettst coast at 'l't.tm bmlinga or N akhon Sri 'l'hammarat rmty not 
sound incredible at all. However, that this was due to :Mohammedan 
persecution is impossible, as Islam huci not yet come into being at that 
early time. 

Luang Boribn.l has done good \York in bringing to the knowledge 
of his 'l'hai country-men an interesting pttrt of the ancient history of 
Pak 'L't.ti. 

ERIK SEJDJi:N[•'ADEN. 

Bangkok, 31st July, 1939. 

MAJOR JOHN MoRRIS: Living with Lepahc~s, c~ boolc c~batd the 
Silchirn H·irnalnyas, Heinemann, London & 'l'oronto, 1938; 312 
pages, 2 ma.ps and 77 photographs, the latter all taken by the 
Author. 

The author o£ this very interesting and outspoken hook is a retired 
Major of the Gurkhas who, besides having taken part in two attempts 

~ to climb Mr. Everest (in 1922 and 1936), has wandered widely, in 
part as a recruiting officer, in Nepal, Bhnta,n and along the Himahyas, 
going even as far as Karakorum and Chinese Turkestan. l{e is 
therefore an already distinguished explorer, and he revea.ls himself 
in the present book us a keen t~nd accomplished observer as well as 
ttn l}nthor of no mean merit. His style is fluent and easy, and what 
he tells you is always to the point. Readers, like the writer of these 
lines, who lmve themselves had the good fortune to study nncl live 
with p1·imitive people, will admire Major MotTiR' gift of clost ~tnd 

• 
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accmn,te observn,tion- and exact descdptimi of even the ::;mall est traits 
of a people \vhich he learnt to know so intimately. 

M11jor Morris is a very unconventional writer, to put it mildly. 
He calls a spade tt spade, but one feels im1tinctively tlmt what he telb 
you is the truth, tt quite mJsmirched truth at that. He does so, 
muroovor, in spite of bis very evident and great likiug of n, people 
who tue not without sympathetic traits. 

The Lepchas live in the protected state of Sikhim which fm'HIS tt 
pttrt of the very slopes o£ gigttntic Himalaya. As a 1mttter or fact 
the thi lll highest mountain in the world, the Kinchinj nnga, clettrly 
visible from many places in their country, is worshipped by these 
primitive hill dwellers as a mighty God. 

Now there is tt far cry from Sikhim to Siam and readers of the 
Journal of tlw Si<ttn Soeiety might argue that Sikhim is 11ot a neigh
boming country 11nd therefore of no innnediate interest. However, 
when one rettds this book cu,refnlly it will be seen thttt not a few 
tmits a.nd eustoms uro common to Lepcbas and Tlmi or at lettst to 
Lepcbu,s ttnd some of the other inhabit11nts of 'i'hailrtnd ; 11nd it may 
be of interest to mention these. 

Common to Lepchas and our animists, are the numerous gods 
(thevaclt~) and devils (phi) that people the universe and inhabit trees, 
rocks ttncl rivers. The author stresses, however, tho point that the 
Lepclms are not n.nimistic in the tme sense of that word; ·i.e. they do 
not believe that this m that pttrticubt· object is living but only that 
it serves as tho abode of such and such 11 spirit. 

'l'he Lepclms are pestered with thousands of ridiculous aml revolt
ing supet·Rtitions which must be adhered to in order not to offend the 
devils. Mttny of their supet·stit,ions are shared by our Thai pettsanls. 
As tt stwiug gmce it nmy, however, be 11ddecl that the Lepclms often 
diHt'egttrd those restrictionR, ttnd when asked why, they reply that it 
really does not matter ! Oft1ciu,lly the Lepclw;; are Buddhists of the "' 
l\ittht~yamt elntrch buttheit· Buddhism is a very degraded one, like 
the chametet· of tlwit· moi1ks \vho combine igi:wrance with unchastity. 

'l'lw Lepcha~ belong to tho 'l'ibeto-Burtnes·e branch of the so-called 

yellow l'l1Ct\, and they 11r0 domiciled in one of our eci.rt.h's most beanti
fulttnd <1Wtl im;pi1·ing eonntries with sottring snow chd mountain pe11ks, 
hnge glaeiet'H, thiek fore,ts, crysbtl cleat· water comsos tmd .rushing 
water· fttlls bnt alas! tlwy 'do" not seem- to ap1:ireciate this beauty at 
all. All Lepchns are 11griculthriKts ttncl f[Uite good nt tl1is profession 

\ 
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but due to 'improvidence, ln,ziness and chunkenness, CLnd probt1bly not 
least to their oversexed minds, they do not make any headway. 
Moreover sexun,l over-indulgence at too en,rly n,n age makes for 
r;terility, so the LepchaH are a dying people. 'l'he CLuthor showR him

self vet·y fond of t.hese good humoured, peaceful, ho~pitable and 
generous folk, who live in a primitive state of communiRm, and that 
in spite of their filthiness and more than loose sexual morn,ls. 

Adultery, polygamy and t1 kind of polyandry all go on merrily 
within the vilhge community, CLncl nobody seems to mind as all the 
members of the same village are considered, more or less, as belonging 
to the same En,mily with the result that the women may change part
ners more than once. 

As n,lready said, the Lepchas are officially Mahn,yn,nists, but of such 
a degraded and distorted type that it is dillicult to believe that it has 
anything in common with the pure uncl lofty tenets of the Bncldha. 
The Lepchus may be considered as kindhearted but superstitious 
materia.lists. Compare this with our present clay Europeans and 
Americans who ttre also mostly materialistic but hardly so kindhearted. 
The Lepclms believe in gods and devns while the Whites have 
made the dynamo their go1l. Which is to be preferred? 

M:\ior Morris has given us an intimate picture of the daily life of 
the Lepchas besides fumi.~hing us with the life story of many indivi
duals, boUt male and female, from the cradle to the tomb. His book 
is a piece of thoroughgoing ethnological study, a brilliant expose in 
social anthropology, the excellence of which is seldom met with 
olsevvhere. 

'L'he author declares himself against. the missionaries whom be 
charges with having done rnuch harm to these primitive people. In 
the case of the Scottish Mission to the Lepchas, which is led by omch 
n,i1 outstanding personality as Dr. Graluw.1, he m:~kes an exception, 

.. howevm·. He admits tlutt the conversion of Lepchas to Christianity 
has transformed them into strict monogamists who may many for 
love alone, who become more independent, have more initiativo, and 
are cleaner than the unconverted Lepchas. 

It therefore seems ilhwical when Ma]' or Morris in order to Rave his 
l::> • 

bel.Qved Lepchn,s or the Jonge 1'C8e'rvnte (who are protected ngainst the 
la,nd·grabbing Gurkhas but not ag11inRt the Indian usurers tlmt 
enshwe the poor improvident Lepcbas for their li.fe-time by the help of 
false accounts) demands that the Christian Church should see ills way 
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to compromise in the nmtters of polygyny and illegitimacy, which, of 
course, would not save this dying people. But this is by the way. 
Major Morris has ·written 11 brilliant hook illustrated by a wealth of 
woi1derful phot.ogmphs which makes this fa.scinating country vet·y 
vivid to one, and as such it should he widely read. 

ERIK SEIDF:NFADEN. 

Bangkok, the 1st June 1939. 

PHYA SRTSH'L'IKARBANCHONG: U~::''l~lJ~tJ(l'J.!fftnlJ (History· of the 

Mc1n in SiMn ), Bangkok, 1938. 
Phya Srishtikarhanchong, former Chief Engineer of the Hoyal 

State Railwn,ys n,nd for a short time Director-General of the same, at 
present a member of the Council and honorary Librarian of the Siam 
Society, has written a small pamphlet (8 pages) giving a summary of 
the history of the M6n, the inhabitants of Siam up to the penetration 
of the Thai in the 11th to the U3th centuries, which resulted in the 
amalgamation of these two peoples, the Man adopting .the Thai 
tongue. The Ne1v Mon or Mon immigrants from Burma who fled 
from Burmese pen;ecution came over here at long intervals, the first 
arriving in A. D. 1584, the next in 1663, then again in 1774, and finally 
in 1815. The n,uthor says that there ar·e ample proofs in the form 
of antiquities and blood relationship to show tlmt this land of the 
'fhai was formerly peopled by the M6n right from Lamphun in the 
north down to the northern parts of the Malay peninsula-which, of 
course, is a well known fact by now. 

'l'he Mon immigrants were settled at many places in the southern 
parts of the l'denam plain such a.s at Ayudhya, Prathumthani (Sam 
Kok), Pa,kret, Paklat, and Dhonhuri as well as at Raheng, Uthai
thani, Lopburi, Kanchanaburi and Bang Pong. The Man were , 
always faithful and loyn.l subjects of the Thai kings and during the 
long dro,wn wars between Siam and Burma, which lasted from 
the beginning of the 1760's up to 1824, Mon soldiers .fought gallantly 
for the Thai cause. In the latter year Chaophyn, Maha. Y otha, 
n. .Mon himself, was sent with n, Ml'm corps via the pass at the Th;ree 
Pagmla8 to conquer the Tenasserim region, which he did. 'l'he 
conquest was, however, achieved peaceably as the Mon governors and 
hoadm.eu all rallied to Chaophya Malm Yotlm. At that time the 
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British were fighting the Burmese and they had the intention 
of re-establishing a Man state. They even wanted Ohaophy11 M11ha 
Yotlm to head the new st11te but this Man noblem11n declined the 
the offer, prefening to remain one of King Pln·a Puttlm Loes La's 
tt'usted men. All this is well told in the all t'JO short pamphlet under 
review by Phya Srishtikarbanchong, himself a descendant of one of 
the high Man noblemen who joined the cause or the Thai against the 
common foe. It is well known that many of our most clistinguiRhed 
families, both princely and common, are strongly infused with Mon 
blood, which has produced many outstanding personuJities of both 
sexeR. The Man in Siam numbered, some 80 and 40 years ago, about 
60,000 individuals (according to W. A. Gmharn's Siam) but whether 
there still are 60,000 M dn speGdcing people in this country is uncertain. 
However, acqording to the experience of the writer of theRe lines the 
younger generation of all the Jlifon settlements still speak their ancient 
tongue, though they cannot read it. Quite recently thbre has been a 
strong literary and national revival of the Man in Lower Burma who 
are endea.vouring to keep theit· language alive. As, of an estimated 
number of about 300,000 people, not more than hal£ speak the Man 
languo,gc, the success of this movement seems doubtful. The late 
Reverend R. Halliday, of the mission of the Churches of Christ to the 
Man in Siam and Burmtt, is, of course, the historian of the Man (whom 
he preferred to call Taluing, though lHan is now accepted as the true 
name of this people). In addition to an excellent Man-English Dic

tionary1 (published o,nd sold by the Siam Society), Dr. HnJliday has 

written the history and cultural and material life or the Man2 which 
so fur is the standard work on the Man people. He has n,]so, i£ 
memory serves right, transbtecl large portions of the Bible into lVIan. 

ERIK SEIDENFADEN. 

Bangkok, 18th June, 1939. 

CAMILLE No'l"l'O:-<: Legendes sur le Siam et le Ownbodge (tra
duction de M. Camille Notton, Consul de France,) 1939, Assump
tion Printing Press, Bangkok; 115 pages with illustrations and 
vig·nettes. 

1 
A ilion-English Dict,ioncM'JJ,. 'rhe Si:tm Society, Bangkok 1922. 

2 l'Ae Talcbings, Government Pl'inting, Rttngoon 1917. • 

• 

• 



190 Yosmo KoJ3AYASHI [VOL. XXXI 

This small hook ttppear8 as the fomt-h volume or M. Notton's 
Annale8 cln Sict?n and is a trn,nsbtion of 'l'he No1·tltern Clwonicle 

"{ 

(W~lm~:~mlHJ). As such it is a meritorious piece of work. In his 
preface M. Notton says that historians do not consider this Northern 
Chronicle to be ot much value due to its confusing tales and phantnstic 
chronology, though they admit that it Juay contain valuable details. 
'l'his was also the opinion of the late King Vajiravudh, who says so 
in his interesting book, 1'hicw Jlfiiang Phra Rnctng. However, ·when 
M. Notton goes RO fitr as to pretend that our knowledge of the or.igin 
of the Klllner civilization is not to be had from tho inscriptions, but 
from documents such as those published by him in his Annales a~~ 
S inm, vve cannot follow him. 

'l'o us such a pretension amounts to substituting fncts for fiction 
and to busing our conclusions on legends and myths instead of on 
historical documents. We say so without denying the indirect value 
of the various local northem chronicles so pt1tiently translated and 
commented on by M. N otton. 

M. Notton speaks of a Kinner dominion over Siam lasting from 
the Vth to the X [lith cent my A, D. '!'his statement ctLn only be 
accepted as conect in pal't. The I\Jnner did not become the masters 

., of the Menam plain until ttbont 1000 A. D. Prior tci that time the 
Mon, no doubt, were independent, though before the VIth century 
A. D. they nuty hav'.l been under the sway of tho ancient empire of 
Funan. IVI. N otton has supplied his tntnslation with a number of 
interesting noteR but his juggling with dates to snit his purpose 
seems a little dangerous to us. 

ERIK SETDENFADEN. 

Bangkok, 2'7th June, 1939. 

Yosnm lCoBA YAsHl : Wu;ni!tna?''n, Bilclseefalwt .Japan,isc:hM· Pfad- " 
.findm·; Hnrder, Frcibmg -i- Br., 193'7. 

'I'hi11 interesting book, published in the German language and 
addressed primarily to the Youth o£ Germany, is by no means devoid 
of IJ,ppeal. to us in 'l'lmihtnd. It eontains, in plensn,nt narrative form, 
an account of tt long Yoyrtgo undertaken by a 1. '7 4-ton sailing shjp, 
the Waninutl'zt, JllaJmed by a crew of Japanese set1 scouts. One still 
remembers their visit to this country in 1934 in the course of their 
ad vent~uous cruise; and they certainly lmve not been forgotten, for 

• 
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the author. luts dovotetl two full ehaptet'H to t~ description of their 
stay in 'I'lmi Wttten;; and on 'l'lmi land. 

Mr. Kobayashi wields it lively awl an imaginative pen, and, with 
his perfect command of readable Gcnnltn, he recounts the Waninut1"1.~'8 
journey from 'l'okio to Formostt, Manila, S11igon, Bangkok, Singapore, 
Soumbaya, Mttcass:tr, the Caroline islands and lmck agnin to ,Japan. 
~l'he reader is not given one dull moment from cover to cover, and 
many delightful and often ttmusing illustrations cheer bim on his 
way. Historical anecdotes, treated ftom an informative rather than 
a. scholiwly viewpoint., blend harmoniously with tm eventful itinerary, 
while cheednl observations 011 tho joys and privations of the crew 
show the indomitable spirit of Nippon's seafrtring sons. 

What interests us most of all, naturally enough, is that part or the 
book ·which refers to 'rhailand. 'rho "Wnni1{UM'~b was scheduled to 
arrive in Bangkok at the beginning of September 1934, and her 
advent to these shores was scarcely propitious. Greeted by a Rquall, 
the good ship immediately ran on to a sandbank in tho vicinity of 
our treacherous Bm., After an anxious night, the 1Vctninwr7L was 
happily rescued from this predicament and finally sailed up-river to 
Pakrmm, only to be assailed once more, this time by a multitude of 
relentless mosquitoes. 

A brief hut appropriate account is given of the part played by 
Yamada N agamaHa and his aRsooin,tes in the history of this country. 
In the troublous days which followed the reign of King Songtham, 
the J:1panese who had settled in Ayudhya certa,inly had an uneasy 
time, and it is satisfa,ctory to record that their fellow-nationals of !L 

la,ter age, imbued with a kindred zest fol' adveuhwe, receh·ed a more 
whole-hearted welcome. During their visit, tbe J'ttpanose sea scouts 
were able to pay a visit to Ayudhya aud to erect a memorinJ to their 
fmebearR. 

, '!'he reception accorded the visitors wail fittingly elaborate. They 
were well looked-after by the Thai Boy ScoutR Organil'.ation and were 
royally received by H. R. H. the Hcgent. They had an opportunity 
of seeing all the interesting places and sights that Bangkok had to 
offer. When the time came for them to depart, they were presented 
w\th a suitable som:enir, n, 'l'hai cat, which subsequently returned all 
1woffered compliments by being a very bacl sailor. 
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HEGINALD LE MAy: .A Omwise Hisfo?'!f of Bndclhist A1•t ·in 
8ia.?n, Cambriugc, University Press, 1938, in-4.0, XXI-165 pp., 2 
maps, 205 fig. 

'l'ons ceux qui s'intercsscnt a l'tLl't et II, l'Meheologio dn Siam 
attendaient avec impatience lo li\TEJ ·queM. lo M11Y projetait 
depuis longtemps de const1crer it In, ilculptnre boudcl bique siamoise. 
Lcm attente n'a pas ete dec;ue, et le bel ouvrage qui a vnln a son 
autem le grade de Ph. D. (Cantttb) repond a leurR esperunces. Ils y 
retrOUVCllt les (JlllLlites de methode, de precision, Cll meme temps que 
le sons csthetique qui cameterisent ses precedents ou vmges. Certairm 
d' entre eux y ret ron vent aussi dans, leR uom brcuses illustrn.tions, l es 
plus belleR pieces de s:t collection particuliere. 

Ce travail, conc;u uu Sin.m an contact, des faits, et muri dans les 
bibliothegues ct les musees cl'Europe, se classe pt1rmi les meilleurs 
ouvrages qu'on ait commcreR it l'nrt siamois. Tout au plus sera-t-on 

tente de faire a l'twtour Ull leger grief de s'etro p1.1t'Iois laisse clominer 

par son emotion on face des chefs-d'oeuvre de la sculpture boucldhique, 
surtout lol'Hf[UC cus ohj(JtH lui app:~rtimmeut et participent un pen de 

Fm personnnlite. Maintes fois, on presence cl'une de ces sculptures, il 
prefere nous decrire leH sentiments qn'elle lui inspire, en quoi e'lle 
constitue it ses ycnx nne lem•re d'art, plnt6t que d'analyset· froide
ment ot objcctivement leH elements qui COI1QOUl'Cilt a prodnire cette 

impression. Lorsqn'il H'n git de claRser nne piece de sculpture dans la 
chronologie, et de lui assigner nne place (ittns UllC des ecolt~S qui ont 
simultanement Oll I:HICeeRi:llVetncnt flenri dans los regions COilstitW1Ilt 
l'actnelroyaumc de Siam, la methode rigomeuse iustituee par M. Ph. 
Stern est certuinement phm fecoucle en resnltats precis. Mais je 
reconnais q u'un expose s'attacbant a de con vrir, a clecrire et a sui vre 
da.ns leur evolution des deta,ils de parure, de costume, de decomtion 
Pn nppt1rence insignifhnb,;, constituo nne lecture assez rehntante, et 
le Dr. lo l\lay a StLilR donte prefel'e ofl:'rit· a ses lecteurs un ou vrage 
plus aisement ttssimilnble et plus propre it lenr tlonuer lo gout de 
l'ttrt houddhique au Sinm. 

Le Sl~jot est d'nilletn'H si \'t1Ste et encore Hi pen etudie qu'il C(lt fnJlu 
plnsiem·s volnmeK pam lu tn~itor d'nne numiere exhaustive, en appli

<[llttut b methcde minntienst~ ot 111eticnlense de .i\1. Stern. Par r~'~lt 
elttrte et h1 prnclenee de ses ·eonelnsions, le livre dn Dt·. le 'May con
Htitue nne CXCU1l1mte introdnetion a des etudus plus poussees, ct ]'on 
Honhnit.l n.rclemmeut que, aprc)-3 avoir fait ee c1uo le jargon politiqne 
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appelle "18 point," on " un tour d'horizon," il reprenne nne a nne les 
diverses periodes de l'archeologie sittmoiso, consacrant it chacuno 
d'e!les uno etude sensiblement plus poussee, OL\, a cote de la seuJpt.nre, 
uno large place r;oit faito !1. l'urchitectlll'o et a ]a decoration : co r;ont 

la deux aspects de l'urcheologh du Siam q ne le Dr. le May 11 tm peu 

negliges dans son livre, et je ne doute pas que leur etude ne permet.te 
d\\lucider divers problemes d'origine et d'evolution que la sculptmo est 
impuissante a resoudre. 

Suivons maintenant l'auteur dans son expose. 
Dans le premier chapitre cl'intt'Odnction, apres avoi1· dit en c1uoi, 

solon sa conception personnelle, l'art d' Extreme-Orient se distingue de 
l'art occidental, il resume brievement les recherches de ses clevanciers. 
I1 formule a cette occasion (p. 8-12) nne excellentc critique du livre de 
Salmony, Sculpture in Siarn, clout la documentation icouogmphique 
est tres insuffisantc ct dont la partie historique est ttn-dessous du 
mediocre. Dans f:a preface (P· IX), le Dr. le May dit que, en dehors 
de ce livre, le smi.l ouvmge qui ait ete publie sur ce sujet est le vulume 
que j'ai consacre dCLns Ars Asiatiac~ aux collections areheologiques du 
Musee National cle Bangkok Le jugement flattenr qu'il pOl'te sm 
Cet OUVI'ag'C, ainsi flUe tout Ce qn'il trouve a dire cl'ttimabJe, aU COlli'S 

de son expose, sur mes travaux an Si!Lm, me touche in(inirnent. Mais, 

tout en l'assumnt de rnn tres sincerp gmtitude, je :mis presque tente 
de Jui fairc gr•ief de m'ttvoit- Hi fideJerncnt suivi 011 etabJissant SOU 

cadre chmnologique et sa division de ht matiere iconographigne en 
ecoles. Certes, il a SUl' certains points rectifie ma chronologie et 
complete mon tableau de repartition en ecoles, mais il conserve en 

gros mes rubriques: Dvaravat'i, yrivijnya, Lol)'lruri, C<ieng Sen, 

Sukhot•iii, u rNmg, Ayuth'ya. En et~tblissu,nt en 1926 ces divisions 
provisoires, destinees SUL't.OUt a permettl'e de clasHer Jes pieceS du 

nouveau Musee National en sections distinctes (Ia museographie 

a de ces fachcuses exigences), je u'entendais pas creer ur:e no
menclature definitive, et jc me rappelle mon effroi en entencla.nt un 
jour uu des revencleurs chinois du Samp'tmg me proposer l'achat de 

deux tetes de Buddha qu'il t:tflinnait etre respectivcment du Dvara
v~ti et de 1'U T•ong. Com me on va Je voit·, le Dr. le May a ameliore 
mn, nomenclature, mais il a respecte le schema general. J'aurais 
prefere qu'ille remit. en question a ]a favour de l'etude tres poussee 
qu'il semble avoir fttite du snjet. Mais ce qui est hit est faii, ct les 
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Ohinois du Samp'tmg contim1eront a veudt·e cln Dvanwati ( authenti
que ou non), et de l'U 'r•ong ... 

O'est dans son second chapitre que, apres f1Yoir ln·osse ~\ gt·anclK 
traiLs nn a1Jor9u geogmphique dn Siam ct de ses clivisiouR naturelles: 
Nord, Centre, Nord-Est et Sud, le Dr. le May enmnere los neuE ecoles 
d'a,rt entre lesque1les RC repm·tissent les scnlptmes Louddhiques dn 

Siam. Oe ·sont, pttr ordre chronologiqne, cmlre que Ruivm l'a,utem 
dans son expose :-

Style Indien pue , 

, Mon-indien Gupta (Dvamvnti) 

, Iudo-jrwanaiR (yrivijaya) 
, Khmer et de transition M6n-khmer 

jur;r1u'ari V 8 siecle A. 1>. 

ye- xes. 

vue- XII8 s. 

(Lop'ht1ri) xe- XIII8 s. 

" 
'Pai (O•ieng Sen) 

T•ai (Sukhot'!1i) 

XI0 -XlV 8 s. 

XIII8 
- XIV6 s. 

,, Tramlition khmer-t'ai (U 'L'•6ng) XJJI8
- XIV8 A. 

, T•ai (Lop•Mri) XV8
- XVI18 

T•ai cAynth'ya) XIV8
- xvne 

On voit que les termes geographiqnes de ma nomenclature: Dvara
vati, Qrivijaya, etc., sont doubles par· des terrnes qui mettent plutot 
l'accent sur leA groupes etlmiqnes ttuxc1uels appn.rtcnnient los articles. 

Dans ce deuxil:nne cha.pitre, !'auteur liqnido bri€wement, sons la 
1·ubrique ''style inclien pur", les trouvailles de P'ong Tu'k, et quelques 
pieces de collections sur lesquelles je revicndrai plus loin. • 

Les chapitres suivants (III a XI) etudient i'illCCCssivemeut les lmit 
antres ecoles, et donncnt a propos tle chacnne cl'e]les un comt resume 
historique, tout en tenant compte de la division rln pays en regions 
geographiques. Il en resulte parfois nne certt\ine confusion clans 
]'expose, qui, a propos de chaque region, est. oblige de l'evenir en 

al'l'iere: mais c'est la un inconvEmient minem sm lec1nel il y am·ait 
mauvaise grace it insister. · 

A propos de l'ecole mon-indienue de Dvaravati (ch. III) le Dr. le 

Mny prolonge avec raiAon jnsqn'an XIe siecle (p. 24) !'existence de 
cette ecole dont j'ayaiR enferme Jes pl'OclnctionA 11SROZ Vitriees dans Jes 

VI8 ot vue siecles. Iln tort, pat• contt•e rl'atlinuer qu'il n'existc P}\S 

d'Cdifices de cette pedode. On a exhume en 1928 a Vat Yu/i, pres de 
P'ra Pathom de curieux souhaAsements, d'aspect encore tres indien, 
qui ont.ete reprocluits par Luang Boribal dans Andent JlfonnmenifJ 

.. 
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of Siam (I, p. 40, pl. IV). ·II est probable Ll'aut.re part que leR pur
ties les plus aneieunes clu Snn Sung do Lop'ht'lri l'ClllOiltent a l'epoque 
M6n: e'm;t d'aillenrB de eo pDint <pw provient l'inBcription m6u de 
Lop'bt'ui 

Sur <:;rivijttya (ch. IV), le l'UHllllle histOt·iqne n'est deja plus a jout·, 
tant a ete rapide le pmgres des recherches dermis deux nnH ... 'Chi ue 
sauruit ell fairc grief a l'n,utetll'. 'l'outefois, du.uR Ull ]j Vl'e dout }a 

preface est datee Heptembre 1937, on He serait utteuclu 1\ trouvor 

lllentionnecs let~ trouvailles archeologiqucs de F. M. Schnitger a Suma
tra publiees en mouographies en 1935 et 1936 (finalement en un 
volume in-4°, a Leydc, en 1937), ct ltt critique des theories Lle rvr. 
Quaritch Wales que j'ai donnee dans lo J. Mal. B1'. RA.S, fascicule de 

d~cembre 1936 (.A JJ1'0j)OI:I cl'mw ·wmvelle llufurie wtur· le site de 
(h""ivijwyn). 

DanH l'expose historiqne sur le Fou-nan ct le Camboclge (ch. V), les 
menues errenrs qu'on pommit signaler proviennent de ce que }'auteur 
s'est parfois inspire d'un ul'ticle de M. Parmentier (Histury of J{hmM' 

Architeatu1·e) pat·n en 1931 dttns Nastwrn Art. :Mais le chapitre se 
terllline par un inl;eros.sant p11rallele entre l'arcbitecture de cctte 

periode et celle cleH temples de Khamd et de Sirpur claus l'Inde (pro
vinces centm,les). On aimero.it que le Dr. le May poussat plus avant 

la recherche clans cette direction, et jnsqu'a Bhitargaon c1u'il ne men

tionne qu'en passaut (P· 65) et ot\ il trouvera d'etonna,ntes res
Homblances !1Vec certaineH tours d'epoque preangkoriemw. 

Le chapitee VI, cons[tcre a la periode khmere, el:lt preeieux par Ia 
p11rt !lU'il fa.it (p. 68) a l'influence m6n de Dvaravati dans la forma
tion de l'ecole de Lop'bt'lri. L'opposition que l'auteur signale (P· 76) 
entre nn certain rettli~me de ht sculptme khrnere et. l'idealisme des 
image:;; de bcture t•ui est pins appu,rente que reelle: l'u,rt khmer 
n'est guere plus reaJi:;;te que l'art t'i1i, seulement son icleaJ est plus 

~ proche du notre. 
Apres un chapitre (VII) preRql.1e exclusivement historique snr les 

'l''ai. et leurs relations avec la Bil'm11nie, le Dr. le May etudie (chap. 
VHI) les origines de l'ecole de C•ieng Sen ~t met tres just.ement en 
relief !'importance do l'influence Pala dn Bengale que je n'a:vais fait 
<Il\e suggerer dans mon ouvmge sur le lVInsee de Bn,ngkok, et du,nR 
Indian A'l'f (wll Leffel'S (1930, p. 82 r!t 3'G). · 11!£. R. Gronssct n pttr 
nillom·B eonsaere ti,." l':ut Pah ut 'Norm. d:tns l'Intle uxtel'ienre" nn 
article tles JlUlamues Linossie1· (p. 277 -285), dans lctlucl, il er,.t \·m.i, 
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l'influeuce sur le Sittm est hLiHRee <lo cote. A pmpo::; de l'ecole de 
Sukhot'lli (chap. IX), le Dr. le .May fa,it Ll·es heureuflemeut la part 
de l'intluencc singlw.laise ::;ur l'art de C<ieng Sen cl'inspimtion Piila. 
Le tahlettu historiqne est en general exact, mais ll est anachronique 

de dire (p. 109) qu'a ltt fin du xne siecle l'empire khmer etait de
finiti,·ement sur son Jeclin.. Le regne do Jayavttrman VII marque 

an contmire nne gmncle extension territoriule, les steles des h6pitaux 

de ll8G jalonrmnt toutle tenitoil:e jusqu'a Sai Fang, pres de Vieng 

Uan au Nord et jm;qu'a K'orat a l'Ouest; c'est l'epoque de la 
reconstruction d'Angkor 'rlwm sur son plan actuel, et cello de la 

lloraison de l'art dn Bayon. Le declin no commence vraiment qu'au 
siecle 1mivttnt. 

Le chapit.re suivant (X) est peut-etre celui qui fait la plus large 

place a l'etucle de ]'architecture: co n'est encore qu'une ehn.uche qui 
meritem cl'etre poussee. 

La <ItWStion D.SI:\OZ compliquee de la formation de l'ecole appelee, a 
tort ou t't raison, ecole d'U T'ong, de son evolution et de sa rep11rtition 
en styles succesRifs on en sous-ecoles contempomines, n'e~:~t. pas com
pletoment re:·mlne par les recherches du Dr. le May (ch. XI). Les 

images de co type sont fort nornbrenses, mais leur origine exacte est 
genemlemcmt cloutense, et leur date, fante d'inscription, n'est pas aiRee 
a fixer tLVec precision. Il fuudrait, par l'emplo] de la methode Stern, 
analyser patieuunent le1:1 moindres details: traits clu visage, coiffure, 
tlunune, costume, socle, afin d'aniver a une classification rigoureuse. 
Colle que l'auteur a etablie, basee sur l'aspect g€meral et la qualite 
esthetique des images, n'est peut-etre pas eloignee de lQ verite, mais 

j'twone com prendre asl:lez mal les noms qu'il donne aux eli vers styles 
reconnus par lui, et qui sont: 

'L''ai = Ayuth'ya ancien 
'l'•ai = U T'ong 
Khmer-t'ai = U 'l'•ong, premihe epoque; 
Khmer-t'ai = U 'l"ong, deuxieme epoqno; 
'l''ai-klnner = U T·ong, troisieme epoque; 
T•ai = U 'L''ong, quatrieme epoque. 
Oette enumr!n·ntiou semble correspondre, clans !'esprit de l'Ltnteur~. a 

nne com·be qui pttrtirn.it d'nn art pnrement t'ai, pttsserait par un art 
mixtn m\ l'<'~l(~tnPnt rl'n.horrl pTedorninant serait progreRSiYement 
elimint'~ et nboutirait it llll ltrt rlc nonvenn pmement t'iti. 

• 
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·Or, Jes images que le lk le l\tny mugc dnns les deux rn,emieres 

se~·imJ, n.ttribuees a llll tHt l'urmu.:mt t•iLi (fig. Hl~ ;\ 170), sont, ;\ mes 
yeux, n,ussi klJmereH l1Ue ]u:-; iJmtges rlites kJuueres-t'iti (fig. 171 a J7(J) 
et. 1J0a nco up ·plus k lnnercs quo les inmgc~:; t'U.i-khmeres (fig. 1 78-179). 
Et parmi cclles qu'ilnppollc klnnero.,-t•U.i, ot lLttribno a \a, premiere 
epoqno <l'U T•ong, il y en n (fig. 171, 172) qui se distinguent it 
tJOinc des statues pmemont khmero::; de Lop'Luxi (cf. fig. 91). Do 
sm-te qno c;i, chl'fmologiqueme11t, sa cllLc;siticl1tiou n'est paH trbs loin de 
Jn verite, elJe est peu Stttisftlisante du point de VUe de J'origine 

ctllllique ou de b, formation al'tistitFte des artistes it qui Hons devons 

ccs sttLtuus. Cette queAtion de l'ecole d'U •'1'6ng est a reprendre. 
Ce dernim· clmpitrc se tennine pt1r 1m paragn1phe Rlll' l'ecole 

d'Ayuth•ya. 

Dans le:-1 ligncH (1ui precedent, j'ni essaye de donnm· ttn lecteur une 
ideo du riche contenu de C(•t ouvmge, que j'ai lu avec autant de 

pJaisit• flUB d'inb:\ret, et qui lll!trque UUC dttte danA l'histoire de l'art 

siamoiR. LeA ct·iticiUOK \ltlC j'ai IOl'UlU]ecs a I'ega.rd de certaines theo

ries n'enlevent rien a sa. valeur clocumentaire. Et je connaiR nssez le 

Dt·. le 1\by pour savoir qn'il leK accueillem :wee bienveilhtnce. Je 

terminemi par quelques rernarques sur de menus points de detail. 

P. 9. Sukhot'ai ne pent etrc traduit "bonheur des T·ai" qn'eu ap

pliquant a la forme p~1rJee cle CO CompoRe Ja R.)'llt11XC Riamoise, e\; Oll 
fttisl1nt un Rolecisme Rur lc mot sulcha qui est d u genre neutre en 

sanskrit et en pali (sulchnJ~~) et non pas clu mascnlin ( s1.dcho ). La 

forme ecrite S'I.Lkhoclaya doit etro analysee EJ'I.d;,ha-'l.tdctya et no pent 

Hignifier que " lever,· cornmeneement, origine ('ndayn) du bonheur;" 
c'est d'ailleurs ainsi que le PaclCi11iLLkranw, dictionnaire cfficiel du 
Ministet·e de ]'Instruction Pnbliquc, trncluit ce mot (ed. de 1927. p. 
776). 

P. 17. J e ne suiH pas d'u,ccord avec l'n.uteur SUl' la date de certaines 
, imttges de la collection Nai Hong Navanugral111. Ranger les Rtatuet

tes iigurees sons les nurneros 10 et ll p11nni les images anciennes, peut
etre cl'origine inclicnne, me parait impossible. 'l'outes deux. pourmient 

etre khtnel'eS, et memc lc numero 10 avec sa coiffure conique ltSsez 

hasse et 3. lisere ponrrait appnrtenir au premier :-;tyle d'U '1''6ng, tel 

qu~] CRt mustre IJill' lc.'l IIUJflGl'OS 171 ot 172. Quant llU 11\llllel'O lJ, Jc 
visttgc ot la coiffure ne sont pa.s Rans nne eertaine nnn.logie avec ceux 
de ln HtlLtnettn nnmc'~ro G claRAee parmi Jes imngeR M on-GnpLrL, llltl.lS 
jn le m·ois sensiblement postel'iem·t~. LuR Jtumerm.; 1:1 o1; 14.· rp:~,i. Hrmt 
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conserves au Musee National de Bangkok appm·tiennent a un Lype 
repanclu a Ja.nt et d'origino hcngtdi (Niilancla). J'tti publie il y a 1.0 
auH le numero 14 dans un article flue l'ttutenr llU t-~em Lie pas counaltre 
(Nate 81L1' nne 8lattwlte bmulclhique de 8lyle ·incloju'V1.!1Wi8 JFr'OVC'IWnt 
dn 8 item orientnl, Foestbundel nitgcgeven door hot kon. Butn.viattRch 
Genoot;;chnp .... , p. 53). L'origine de cette ;;tntnettu n'm;;t pat~ in
comma, comme le croit l'antenr: ello a ete tronvee claw; lo di:-:trict <lt~ 

Kw,;ump'is:1i, province de Maha;;arak'i1m, corcle de K•orat. 
P. 25. L'autenr prend nettm'neut position cbns Itt contro\'er:-:e sm· 

l'origine de la representation imlienne dn Bndcllm. II so ntngc aux 
cotes de Coomarn.swamy, qui refn:-:o d'attribuer a cette repr'eHeutation 
uno origine grecquo, et accuse lt1 partie ndver8e, en J'espi:we Alfred 
Foucher, cl'un prejuge cnropeen de supe1·iorite raciale. ,Je n'ai puR 
!'intention de m'immiscer da,ns cette C[UOrelle; 1uais Ce que je ticns a 
dir·e, c'est flue autn.nt le prejuge racial est pen apparent dans les 
ecr·its d' Alfred Foucher, au taut il eel ate dans cenx de Coornuras
wamy dont le mttionalismo indien prend memo parfois ]'aspect d'un 
particularisme dravidien. 

P. 29, figure 25. La g:mndo i111age de Buddlut debout provient de 
Siikhot•a,i et non pas de P'rit Pathorn. Cette origine septentrionale 

ttjoute gmndement a l'interet de cctte statue. 

P. 30, fig. 27. Il existe au Vi1t Si'tt'l'Lt do Ballgkok, encastr0e dans 
ltt partie posterieure de la grande Htatue do Buddlm clu 'Uilu'int, nne 

dalle sculptee analogue et de rnl'nne style, maiR betLUcoup plus fine, qui 
aurait merite l!t reproduction. Elle repreflCUto eg<Llemont lc Gra.ml 
Miracle. 

P. 31, fig. 29. J'ai des doutes :-:erieux sur l'u,uthenticite de cette 
tete dont le visage SOUl ble bien a voir ete hn.uilement resculpte par Ul1 

de ces fausRaires siamois ou jt1ponais qui sevissont a Bu.ngkok, et quo 
]'auteur connait aussi bien quo rnoi. 

P. 31. A propos de la Mtc en stuc reproduite sm ht figure :30, 

l'autcur dit <lue cos mn;sques ne so tmuvent fJU'a P'ra Pathom etiiulle 
part ailleurs. Cotto atlirrnation est inexacto, ear on en a trouve anssi 
nn bon nombre t\ Lop•buri. 

P. 32-33. Le jngeruei1t porte sur lt1 qualite er;thetiqne des statuette:-: 
khmeres ·et pre-klnneres en bronze est cl'uno severite cxageree. Pa1;~ni 

celles qne j'ai pnblieeH dans meR B?·on::;Ps ldlime1'8 (Ars Asiatica, vo1. V) 
d; tllW l'!tntem· tt pu \'Oil' h B!wgkok, il y ·en a qui no lo eeclent ell 

l'iOll H,lla-X production:-: des scuJptemK Hlll' pim'l'O (cf. pt11' exemple, panni 

• 
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les statuettes bmhwttlli\fllt\S :. pl. VII, . VI_ll, X (Z), XIX; et l><tmd 
lmdJOmlrlltiques: XX (I), XXI (2), XXXIX). 

P. :38. Ll1 dilfet·ence clans la position des jambe:o, Hoit ~tl'oitemeut 

croisees (vujntsa·rw), soit posees ]'nne sur l'ttutre (pm·ywhh1.sana) 

denote une eli tt'erence cl' origin e. Ltt rn·emiere position est cclle des 
statues de l'Inde tlu Nord (d'ol! elle a passe au 'L'ibet eta Jtwa) tn.ndis 
que la. Heconclc est cello des images singbala.iHcs. 

P. 85. L'identitication. de Laug-ya-hsiu ttvcc 'J'enasserim e:ot peri
lnec, eomme d'ailleurs la plupm·t des identifications de Grocneveldt. 

P. 36. La document11tion d.e l'a,utem· sur l'epigraphie de Ql'ivijaya 
n'est pas a jour. On.~~·e l'inHeripLiou de Kot11 Kapur tt Bangka, on 
commit deux in~::~criptious pl'Ovenaut de Pt1lembang, et nne t1uatriemo 
provommt clu lmnt Bn,tang Hari: jo los ai publieeH en 1930 (BEFE()., 
XXX, p. :137) et G. Ferrand les t1 reprise:; dan::; le Jou~"'!w[ Asiat1:q~w 
(oct.-dec. 193~, p. 271). Quant a l'inscription elite de Vieng Sm j'ai 

iudique dermis i927 (B,:jLlragen, LXXXIII, p. 462, n. I) qu'elle ne 
proyenait pas de eette localite, mait dn Vat Bema Mu'o'ug de NiLkon 
Sri 'l'h'ammarat. 

P. 37. Les sansul'itistes feront des objections a l'urthographe CuhL
mani-varmau, n.n lieu de Out~ii.tnaJ;J.ivannan. La coupure Maravi
jayottunga-varman est mal plucee, le mot se d.ecomposant ainsi : 
lVlara-vijaya-utturJga-varman. Le mieux est d'ailleurs de nc pas 
couper cos composes, <tnelque longs qn'ils Hoient. 

P. 51. Les Hn.rilmra de Smpb6r (tig. 47) et de Prasat Andet (fig. 
4G)peuvcnt clifficilement etrc rang~s dans l'art du Fn-nan, le premier 

parce que le site cl'ot\ il provient n'est pas anterieur au vne siecle, 
le second parce que ses caracteristiques lc placent encore plus tard, 

vers la Hn de l'epoque preangkorienne. 
P. 53. L'auteur cliL quo "lorsque lo 'l'chen-ltt eut conquis le Fu

nan, il Re soincla en deux parties, le 'l'chen-la ·d'Enu et le 'l'chen-la de 

~ 'l'erre, et que CC ne fut llU'tLU VIlr siecle llUe lf1 pal'tie septentrionale 
('J'chen-la clc 'l'crro) etemlit son autorite sur tout le Camboclge." Cette 

assertion extraite clc l'article de 1\L Pannentier dans Eastern i!1't, 

vol. III, 1931, eHt iuexacte: ]a, seces:;ion se prtlclnisit au VIIIe :;ieele, . 

ut 1\mite fnt retablie au clellut dn IX.e par Jayavttrman II venu.·de 
' l' etral1ger. . 

.P. 56. Si l'antem vent bien prcnche .la peine de relire ]oH · textcH 
chir1ois roln,tiff:l au Ch'ih-t'n, il verht t1n'il est ttbso.lnment iHlJH~"'8ilJ!e 
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de concilier leurH donnees geographiques avec une localisation de ce 
pays sur lc N atn Sak. Oe roya.ume de la terre rouge e:-~t a cllercher 
sur le cote Est de h1. penimmle malaise. Dam; nn recent article, J·. L . 
.Moens donne cl'asse:-; bonnes rui:-~ons pam· le placer verH Pi1t'i1Juag 
(Ch·&vijwya., Y!.f:Vt~ en Kc*ilut, 'J'ijdschrift Bat. Gen., 1937, p. 343-344). 
343-344). 

Ibid. Il faut chercher Vyadlu1pnra plutot a Ba Phnom qu'a Ang
kor B'orei: c'est du mains co qnc j'ai eRsaye de monb:cr dans une 
etude qui semble avoir echappe a !'auteur (BEFEO., XXVIII, p. 127). 

P. 57. Dans cette mellle etude (BEFEO., XXVIII, p. 131, 139) 
j'ai repris Ia. question de Rudravarmun, lequel so trouve cite clans une 
des inscriptions du Fu-mm, que j'ai publiees en 1931 (·BEFEO., 
XXXI, p. 8 ). 

P. 61. Je no sui:,; pas du tout couvaincu que les 'bas-reliefs dn 
'l'h'at P'iLnom soient "eady khmer", mais je reconna.is volontiers qu'ils 
posent un interessant problemc qui tnel'iterait d'etre etudl.e. 

P. 69. L'tLutem· a adopt€ la datation des dha?'?naqttltf: proposec 
par L. Finot, sans s'apercevoir que la chronologie sur laquelle celui-ci 

tablait en 1925 a ete moditi.E.cdc fond en comble par la these de Ph. 
Stern ( Le Bwyon cl' .A.ngkor et l'evol1Ltion cle l'art klnne?') et par mon 
etude SUL' Ia date du Bayou ( B.KI!'EO., XX. VIII, p. 81 ). Oes clha?·ma
qttltf: sunt pre~-;que cel'tainement !'oeuvre de Jttyavarman VII et tlateut 
par COllSB!JUlmt de la fin du xne siecle. Si h route Angkor-P'imai 
est contempora,iue de ces edifices, clle ue remonte pas plus lmut. 

P. 70. Ici encore l'uutem fait font!. sm· !'article de M. Parmentier 
claw; Et~ste·rn A1·t dont In, chronologie est mulheuteusemcnt tres 

defectueuse. 
P. 71. II n'y a, a mon avis, a.ucunc raison de clouter que la scene 

figuree sur la figure 68 represente la naissance dn Buddha. Le 
"br~:dnmme a longue barbe tenant un objet in~listinct" est Bralnna ~ 
tenant une conque au moyen de laquelle il se dispose a vel'Sel' de l'eau 
lush·ale sur le nonve.au-ne. L'absence de ce dernier peut s'expliqucr 
SfLtlS. Jjffieulte si )'on, ad met flUC lt~ SCene represente l'instuut precis Oll 

]'enfant va naitre, et Dtl les dieux s'a.ppretent a le reccvoir. 
P. 73 et 79.· Les·s·anctuaiL·es cmnposeH de troi:-; toml:l l:llll' le me;ne 

nxe ne sont ptoS ton~ necesRairement des sanctuail'es bruhmaniques 
COlli:llWl'eS a la '.L'rimfl1:ti. Il existe une triade bouddhique Buddha., 
Prajiii\Pi1ntmiti1, A v!1l(Jkitcyvn.ra, frequemment rr.presentee en pierre 
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et Slll' leR tublettns votives, fi qui paroils HUUetuaires fJUUVBtJt a voir ete 
dedies. 

P. 137, note I. Lc Mu'o'ng Sil.n <[Uc l'antcm n'a pas pu retrouver 
sur la carLe se trou ve sm 1e Men am N oi au Sud de O<il.inat. 

G. OoEDEs . 
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EH.RATA ·ro VoL. XXXI, 1'1'. 1. 

Pttge 99, line 17 from top: for is, read '/st. 
Pn.ge 100, line 2 from top: for G1Ldwv, read Gnstruv . 
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