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REVIEWS OF BOOKS.

Hevrt MarRCHAL— Musée Lowis Finot, lo collection khmére; 170
pages, 12 photographs, 1 plan~—Hanoi, 1939,

Notes sur les terrasses des éléphants, dw roi lépreua el le palais
royal &’ Ankor Thom—BEFIEQ, Vol. XXXVIIL, part 2, 1987,

Les déformalions de lu tdle de Kala duns le décor Balinais—
An extract of Revue des Avls Asiatiques, Vol. XII, Fasciculo 4.

The flying (quivering) flame in the decorutions of the Fur Heast—
Reprinted from 4 wolume of Kustern and Indian Stwdies in honoua
of F. W. Thomus, C.I.E.

Monsicur Marchal, now in vetirement in France after many years
of devoted and eminent work curried out in the service of the Rcole
Frangaise d'Extréme-Orvient, of whose avchacological department he
still is an honorary chief, has writben a description of the collection
of Khmer sculpture housed in the Musée Louis Finot in Hanoi, This
mugeum was named in honour and remembrance of the late dis-
tinguished savant, Professor Finot, who was the founder, and director
for o long time, of the Keole Frangaise d'Extréme:Orient—home
of learning and of true scientific research work in the For East.

Monsieur Marchal's book is by no means an ordinory dvy eatalogue
but, when carefully vead, it will be seon to contain an accurate
and well reasoned statement of how Khmer art and architecture
developed from the carliest period down to the time (XIIIth cen-
tury a. D) when decadence sob in and arvested for ever the crea-
tive genius which has left to us thabt profusion of wonderful buildings
and fine sculptures that for more than a thousand yenrs covered the
land of ancient Kampuceha with their splendour, the ruins of which
we still admive to-doy.

M. Marchal’s hook consists of two pavts ; the fivst gives some general
but very useful information regarding the history, architecture and
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art of Cambodia, while the second part containg o detailed description
of the contents of the muscum.

In order to understand how the avt and civilization of the hinduized
Khmers developed and what were its component parts, one must realize
that the population of Indochina orviginally consisted of Melanesiang
(preceded by Negroids and  Proto- Australians), afterwards conquered
and almost assimilated by waves of Indonesian peoples whose vepre-
sentatives we still meet in the so-called Moi or Khi tribes living in
the jungle-covered and hilly hinterland of French Indochina to-day.
It would be an ervor to believe that these two peoples were wholly
devoid of culture; on the contrary quite a number of details in the
decorntion of the Khiner towers are divectly inherited from art formns
in wood belonging to the predecessors of the Khiner, and it is the
merit of M. Marchal to bave pointed this out.! So, for instance, on
the bas-veliefs of the Bayou temple are seen dresses, arms and tools,

e shapo and form of whieh are unknown in India but arve still used
to-day among the Moi peoples and certain Oceanian tribes, In this
couneetion the author points out that M. Goloubew, one of the Ecole
Frangnise d'Extréme Orvient’s most distinguished members, has shown
that on the bronze deams (in Thailand called Karen drums) excavated
in Tongking are often depicted scenes which are part und paveel of
the duily life of the present Dayaks of the great island of Borneo,
The southern parts of Indochina were alveady at the beginning of the
Christinn ern, and probably long before, the common meeting-place
of the seafaring peoples living to the east and west of us. That there
were, at that time, commercinl relations with the Roman empive is
proved by the happy find by Professor Ceedés in 1927 of a Pompeiian
bronze lamp at Phong Tk in western Thailand, But fivst of all com-
meree between Indochina and her great norvthern neighbour China
must have flourished exceedingly, and the result of the interrelations
with the Chinese traders was already noticed by T'chou Ta Kwan,
who, in his nareative of an embassy to the court at Angkor Thom in

». 1292, remarks on the many descendants of Chinese blood met
with in Cambodia. From the west came the Hindu travellers, monks,
bmhm&uq tvaders nn(] ad ventuwr most 01 whom hailed from South-

t ano TSN Vul XXX 1’:ut1 A note to tlu’ wrchaeologieal aspect of
Reverend Dr. N. G. MelFear l«,ncls Aeccount of his visit to Angkor Wat in 18782
pre B1-63, hy Major K, Seidenfaden, in which M. Marchal's book ¢ Des
dnfluences Blrangéres dens Uart el /a ctvilisation Khmers' is annlysed,
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ern Indin, They brought with them the great religions of Brahman-
ism and Buddhism together with the sacved language of Sunserit ag
well ag Indian notions of architecture, administration and philosophy
to the sbill somewhat primitive populations of Indochina, building up
that stupendous fabrie of Greater Indian culture, an himportant and
most valuable part of which is still and, let us hope will vemain, an
integral component of the culture of the population of this faiv lund
of the Thai. Towards the second century of the Christian ern a vast
and powerful empire, by the Chinese called Funan (probably derived
from the Khiner word punom =mouniwin) wielded its power over
the southern parts of Tndochina, including the valleys of the Mekhong
and the Menam and also the northern half of the Malay Peninsula.
To the north it embraced much of what becane known later as the
Lio country. This hinduized empirve has not left us any monuments
whieli can be attributed to it with certainty, at least so fur as our
present knowledgo goes.

We know, however, from Chinese contemporary descriptions that the
Funanites were skilled carpenters and carvers in wood, and that thoy
understood how to cast bronze statuettes of the divinities and to chase
metal quite cunningly. One may therefore suppose that they had
also a well developed wooden architecture. M. Marchal adds that it
is not impossible that certain stone temples of heavy outlines with
low pyramidical roofs, so widely different from the lofty towers of
the clugsic period, may represent Funauite temples antevior to the
primitive Khmer art, i ¢. before the VIIth century a. b, Messrs.
Parmentior and Mauger secs, for instance, in the temples of Prasab
That, Prasat Pnom Khyan and Prasat Astam Maha Ro'sei, by pical
examples of the Funanite architeeture, namely of u cubistic style with
very low storeys, undecovated walls, a bell shaped superstructure and,
on the cornices, the kudw motif taken from the India of the Pallavas.
Kudus ave small niches containing human figures of whose bodies
only the upper halves are seen, 3 '

Such temples ave, however, vare.  As regards the stabuary this is
markedly neaver to the Hindu conception than that of later Khmer art.
Personally I find themn finer because they conform more to the normal
huwan proportions than the so often stiff and somewhat clumsy images
of the classic period.

The image of the standing Buddha found at Prei Krebas, and now
located in the Musée Albert Savraubin Pnompenh, belongs thus to the
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art of Fanan. It shows Indian influence come via Dvaravati, the
ancient Mén kingdom in the Menam valley which was more or less
independent up to about 1000 A. n. when it came under Cambodian
sway.

Prof. Coedes has identitied Ba Pnom with Vyadhapura, the capital
of Funan, and hay also transluted two inscriptions from the Vth and
VIth centuries which prove that both Sivaism and Buddhism wero
prospering in Funan ab that time.  From the personal experience of
the reviewer it might here be said that whenever a serious archaolo-
gical survey of Novth Bastern Thailand, especially of the three former
civeles of Nuklion Rachasima, Roi Bt and Udon, shall have been . car-
vied out, he iy not in the slightest doubt that among the vesults of
such n survey will be valuable clues to the eoxtension of the Funan
empive, its art and wrehitecture.

To the north of Funan proper was situated, on the Middle Mekhong,
o simall vassal state, by the Chinese called Tchen-la, with its capital
Sambor, near Champasal, This small but valiant state rebelled in
the beginning of the VIth century, declared itself independent, and by
and by conquered most of the territory held by its former overlord,
(Compare this with the Uthong state in Lower Thailand which re-
helled and conquered its overlord, Sukhothai, in the beginning of the
XIVth century).

Prof. Ceedés, from whowm the above paragraph is taken, has, how-
ever, changed his opinion as regards the truc location of Tchen-la
and now places it much farther to the north with its capital in Cam:
mon?  Prof. Credés has thus gone back to M. Hemi Maspéro's
hypothesis.® T would, however, as proposed in my Complément &
UInventaire deseriptif des monwments du Cambodge (BEFEO Vol,
XXII, p. 2), place the capital of Tehen-la near Thi Khek where ave
found ruins of a large old town, o

2 Vide Caliers de U'Ecole Frangaise & Hutrgme-Orient No. 14, premier
trimestre do 1938: JLe fondatewr dola royaulé angkorienne et les récentes
découvertes archiéologiques aw L'hnom Kulen par G. Ceedés, p. 40.

B Rtudes dhistoire & dnnam, BEFEO XVIII, 111, 20-46. See also my
avticle pp. 3-6, quoted above, wherein ave mentioned the two inseribed sand-
stone stelne found by me in 1917 at Pak Min (where this viver falls into |
the Mekhong). The inscriptions we in Sanserit and dated the very begin-
ning of the VIIth ceutury. They celebinte the victories and conguests of
King Chitrnsena, son of that King Bhavavarman of Tchen-ln, who first ve-
belled agninst bis overlord in Vyadhapura.
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Relief (projection of figures from a surface) of a vimana carried by heavenly beings.

The figure sitting in the centre of the vimana does no doubt represent the

Buddha. The work is early Thai art, most probably prior to Ayuthia (1. D. 1330).
Wat Lai, Changvat Lopburi.

Photo by Plra Prakas Sahakorn.






Ornamental window in Wat Lai (N, N. W. of Lopburi), showing
on top a relief in stucco of u vimana. The central figure, though ‘
partly obliterated, is no doubt representing the Buddha. i

Photo by Plra Prakas Sehakorn.,
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Alter the time of the first Khmer kings, who by the way consider-
ed themselves as the direet inheoritors of the Funan realm, temples
sprang up cverywhere,  These temples were generally built of bricks
and consisted of one or sevoral towers standing in an enclosure of pali-
sades or carthen ramparts.

Sandstone was only employed for the door [rames.and the lintels
which, to begin with, are casily recognized to represent the formet
decorated wooden arches resting on two poles and giving access to
the old sanctuaries also built of wood. The decoration of the lintels
became, however, in time so intricate snd profuse that the-idea of its
representing an avch has disappeared, The various types and motifs
of the lintels of the Khmer praset were fivst clagsified by the late
Major Lunet de Lajonquitre, and have sinee been profoundly studied by
such experts as M. Philippe Stern and Madame de Coval-Rémusat,  As
o peeuliny featurce of these carly brick teruples must be mentioned the
representabions of winunas (palaces flonting in the wir) supported l)y
Luman beings—or animals,?

In the VIIth century a. p, King Iganavarman I installed his capital
ab Sambor Prei Kuk, not to be Lonfu%d with Sambor (C‘mnbhupum)
on the Mekhong, This old uLpthLl iy sibuated in the north-cagtern
purt of prosent Cambodia, and here developed that art which las
been culled by various names such as pre-Khmer, Indo-Khmer, pre-
Angkor, or again primitive Khier art, The latber term has been
adopted by M. Parmentior, who has treated that art period in his
fascinating work called L' Aot I hmer primitif.S ‘

The Sambor Prei Kuk period is also distinguished by the fervent
cult of Havi-Hava (2 combination of the gods Siva and Vishnu).

The images of these gods ave really some of the finest examples of
Khwer art left to us.  During the VIIith century unrest reigned in
Cambodia which was split up into two states, Tchen-la of the land
in the north and Tchen-la of the waterin the south. These states
were, however, reunited into one kingdom by Juysvarman IL whose

o may here be mentioned that on the walls of Wab Lai, o temple sit-
nuted some 25 kilometres to the N. N, W, of Liopburi and which probably
vepresents the enrliest type of the Thui temple on the Meunm plain, is zeen
such n wimane in stuceo relief (see nttuched picture). 1 visited this temples
in 1927,

5 Reviewed by the writer in JSS Vol. XXII, Purt 1, 1928,
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long rveign lasted from 802 to 854 A. 1. According to the inscriptions
this king came from Java, and be introduced the cult of the Deva-
rajo (God-king) in which the reigning king and the god are blended
into one.  "The essence of this divine voyalty was represeuted by the
linga, which again was considered as an emanation of the god Siva.
The royal lingn was placed in o sanctuary slevated on a pyramid to
symbolize Mount Kailasn, the abode of Siva. This novel form of
avchiteeture had very impovtant and happy results in creating whole
series of such fowers which, placed on the top of pyramids, make
still to-day an impressive and inspiring sight.  As an architectural
composition the tower sanctuary on the pyramid is probably without
vival in any other country. One of Jayavarman IL's capicals was
Haviharalayu, identified with the group of temples called Roluos. Here
are found o number of small brick towers of a particular style that
forms the intermedinry step between the pre-Anglkhor and the classic
style.

As a result of M. Stern’s reseavches it has now been proved that
this king had another capital, called Mahendraparvata, built on the
rocky platean of Pnom Kulen or Mount Mahendra (to the north-east
of Angkor). The monuments found there have been classified by M
Parmentier as belonging to the primitive Khmer art.

One of Jaynvarman’s successors, Indeavarman I (877-889), built
the temple of Bakong, dedicated to the Devaraja, and this was, to
use M, Stern’s expression, the first example of a “ mountain temple”
erected. King Indravarman also constructed the fine group of temples
of Phra Ko. His son Yagovarman shifted his capital from Harihara-
laya to a point north of Siemrap at Angkor, where he built i
“ mountain temple” on the top of Phnom Bakheng, which thus
became the centre of the first Angkor Thom. It was due to a false
translation of the inscription in Prasat Sdok Kak Thom (which liesin
Thai territory to the N. N, E. of Aranya Prathet) that it was formerly
thought that Buyon constituted the centre of the fivst Angkor Thom,
Yagodharapura,  Thanks to the painstaking and lucid work of such
savants ny Coedés, Goloubew and Stern we are now in possession of
the exact chronology of the succession of the Khmer monwmnents and
the old capitals.

Yagovarman also dug the immense waber reservoir to the east of
his capital, now called the Orviental Baray,




PT. 1] REVIEWS OF BOOKS 81

The style of this period, i.e. civea 900 4.1, which inaugurates the
clasyic period, iy sbill characterised by brick towers built move or less
in groups and sometimes resting on elevated bases. These temple
towers contalned cither the images of o Brahmanice god or of a king or
another member of the royal families who had been deified under a
posthumous name.

The towers consisted of a single square roon in the centre of which
was placed the image, the entrance boing to the cast. The three
other faces of the tower were decorated with « false doors” with the
same frames and motifs as the real door even to the richly carved
wooden folding door, here represented in brick or stone.

The superstructure was built in veceding terraces becoming smaller,
storey by storey, till it terminated in a round button. The corners
of these terraces were adorned by small monoliths carved into the
likeness of personages standing under an arch,

The delicate sandstone hewn at Pnom Kulen was used for the de-
corabive parts of the towers such as the door frames, lintels, colmnmns,
ote. The corners of the walls are decorated with foliage patterns
either in stone or in stuceo. The lintels of this period have become
very stylicized, the oviginal wrehes being transformed into alwost
horizontal garlands of phantastically shaped flowers and folinge among
which ave seen strange animals and swall human figures.  The many
headed ndga, which later took such an important place in the decora-
tion of the frontal face of the temple towers, is also met with heve,
Now appears also the monster's head, the Rahu of the Khmer and
Thai, the Kala of Java and India. This head of the Rahu, Kala or
Makava is placed in the middle of the lintel having on both sides
richly carved garlands of Howers and leaves. The columng, which
support the lintel, nre polygonal and the frontons above thent, shaped
like o horseshoe, way hide a mininture monument or some divinity.
The group of temiples ab Phra Ko near Roluos is o fine example of
this style of art.

In 921 4 ». King Jauyavarman abandons Angkor and makes his
capital at Koh Ker (Chiok Gargyuar) about a hundred kilometres north
oast of Angkor and, in spite of the short duration (bwenty-three years)
of this capital, one sces a somewhat special architecture develaping
here. The plan of the temples is more amnplified and the sanctuaries
are constructed in o line from enst to west. Ponds are dug surround-
ing the monuments which are approached by avenuos decorated with
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curious sculptures shewing persons with animal heads, monsters and
ndgges.  Another new feature is found in the long halls with stone
walls and roofs of wood covered with tiles.

King Rajendravarman reburns to Anglor in 944, He builds several
important wmonurents such as temples elevated on stepwise pyrawids,
The style of Pnom Balkeng with the tive towors rising on a super-
structure iy definitively adopted.  One of these new temples is Pre
Rup.  The embellishments of the Royal Palace in Anglkor Thons is also
due to this king, though it is to-day diflicalt to decide what exactly
these consisted of. They ave, anyhow, wentioned in the inseriptions
ol Bat Chum,

The suceessor in the line of these king-nrehitects, Jayavarman V.,
tukees up ancw the avt formulas of Koh Ker.  The temple courts are
surrounded by clongated halls which precede the precinets of the
sunctunries,  Such bally with porches standing at the entrance to the
sanctuary now become general. They may be likened to the mukhe
nuendupe which precedes the cells or garbhegria of the Indian
temples, o this period also belongs the pair-wise small construc-
tions inside the enceinte of the sanctuary wrongly called libravies for
want of o better nane ; they ave now considered to be sanctuaries too,
Avches of bricks resting on stone walls ave also frequent.

T'he sinall but exquisite temple of Bantay Srei, so skilfully restored
by M. Marchal, gives a very good idea of the style of this period
(967 A. D). Another innovation, but this time a very regrettable one,
was the use of wooden cross beams to support the upper parts of the
towers, a very perniciouy invention which, when the beams have rot-
ted away, has caused many a sanctuary to crumble down,

In the XIth century the construction of sanctuaries standing on
pyramids is amplified with surrounding galleries interrupted ab the
angles by towers.  The first example of this style is T3 Kev which
Mme. de Coral-Rémusat dates to about the year 1000 a.». M
Goloubew hus pointed out that the central sanctuary of this period
is preceded on all four faces by open porches, also an innovation in
the Khmer architectbure. In the Takev sanctuary ave found for the
lust time brick avches resting on walls of stone; in all the posterior

monuments the arches ave built of stone only.

King Suryavarman L (1002-1049), though a fervent Buddhist,
puilt a certain number of temples dedicated to the gods Siva and



1. 1] REVIEWS OF BOOKS 83

Vishnu, among them Vat Ek near Battambang (Pratabong), and
Pnom Cisor and Vab Baset to the south and novth respectively of
Pnompenh.

The imposing Baphuon temple, ingide the present Anglor Thon,
built by King Udayadityavarman I, in the middle of XIth century,
shows further enlargements of the plan including more terraces and
elevated chaussées leading to the principal entrance of the wmonument,
The decorations become also richer wnd morve vavied than befove,

Finally in the XIIth cenbury Khmer architecture finds its
supreme expression in the immovtal masterpiece of Angkor Wat,
where to magnificent composition is added harmony of lines and
proportions, thus creating a vision of beauby which i unrivalled till
this day. The galleries are multiplied and conuect the towers with
one another. The height of the bascs are cleverly caleulated in order
to give o free and complete view of the different storeys letting the
perspective of the central and crowning part of the temple with its
five jmposing towers stand clearly out in silhouette against the
azare-blue sky-—indeed a supreme revelation of heauty and harmony !
No wonder that the ignorant Khmer peasants of to-day refuse to
believe that this wonderful fane could have been built by man. It
must be the handiwork of gods ! .

In every aspect this temple of Anglkor Wat represents the crowning
wasterpiece of Khbwer arvchitecturs and art from its stately fabric to
the graceful devatas adorning its walls and the endless tapestrics of
reliefs in the interior of its galleries, The only fault to find iy
perbaps the too profuse decorations of the lintels and frontal pieces.

Angkor Wat was built by King Suryavarman IL, posthumously
colled Paramavishnuloka, and the approximate date of construction
was fixed by Prof. Ceedés, thanks to an inscription found in the
Phimai tewple by the writer of these lines in 1018,

The first Angkor Thom was conquered and pillaged in 1177 by an’
wrmy of invading Chims.  Not long after, King Jayavarman VIL
ascended the throne. He severely punished the Chims, conguering
theiv kingdom, and by his warlike exploits he extended widely the
fronticrs of Cambodin which, during his reign (1182-1202), veached
its greatest extent. |

King Jayavarman VIL constructed a new capital, the present Ang-
lkor 'l‘liom, which embraces part of the first and carlier capital, The
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famous Bayon tomple iy the cenbre of this new capital, just as Pnom
Bakeng was the centre of its predecessor,

In 1935 a superh stone image of the Buddha was dug out in the
Bayon.  This statue vepresents the image of the veign of Jayavarman
VII and has now been placed in o pavilion standing to the cast of the
royal pulace for the worship of the faithful. The central temple of the
capital of the Kher kings used to contain the Deovaraja symbolized
by a linga, but Jayavarman VII, being a fervent Buddhist, had it re-
placed by an image of the great T(,ac,her

Prof. Ceudés bhmks in this beautiful image may be seen an ideal-
ized portrait of the King. It is durving his reign, too, that the gigan-
tic fuces that decorate the gates of the capital and the towers of the
Buyon come into existence. They represent the mereiful Bodhisattva,
Avalokitegvarn or Lokegvarn, who had become the palladium of the
new capital, The long balusters composed of glants carrying nigas
also date back to the reign of King Jaysvarman VIL

Busides enlarging those alveady existing Juyu,vmmun VII. was an
indefatigable builder of new monuments, but these activities ave cha-
racterized by haste and [requent changes of plans.  His constructions
are badly executed by inexperienced and clumsy workers who seem
to huve beeun cruelly treated by their brutal foremen. Besides tem-
ples and monasteries this king also constructed more than a hundred
hospitals (both for men and animals) in his realin, the northernmmost
being situated at Say Fong, not far from Viengehan in French Laos.
He also built extensive highways connecting the grand temples (as
for instance the temple of Phimnai, also a Mahayanistic sanctuary)
with the eapital. A great number of stone bridges spanning the in-
tervening rivers were constructed during this reign too. On his
great highways King Jayavarman VIL had built, at intervals of 15
to 20 kilometres, rest houses for the pilgrims combined with sancbua-
ries for the merciful Lokegvara (dharmagulas). It scems that the
reign of this king had exhausted the forces of the Khiner people
whaose vivility had been broken by his incessant wars and eoustrue-
tions,  The deeadonce and deeline was due to follow, and it set in us
soott uy King Jayavoarman died.

Prof. Coedés describes in moving words the reign of this king and
its fatal results for the downtrodden IKhmor people.  One must think
of what this (incessant constrnetion work) mennt to the Cambodian people—
this peaple, who fifty yenrs before had built in the swent of their brows Ang-
kor Wat, Baotay Sanre, Beng Mily and the grester part of Phia Vihar,
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One must think what the crection of these Inter monwnents meant to thew,
What an avmy of stone hewers attucking the flanks of Pnom Kulen, of
porters dingging the huge sandstone blocks, of masons piling up the stones, of
senlptors and decorntors ! One may imngine these hnman anthills provided
by eonsaription, working like gnlley-slaves in order o evect to the glovy of n
queen-mofher or a crown-prince edifices withouti any practicnl use.  And it
was not limited to the netunl workers.  One muet remember that for the
service nloue of the quean-mother eighty thousnud forced lubowrers were
mobilized.  Thinlk of the viches spent uselessly hy this megalomnnic king: —
five thousand kilograms of gold, ag mueh in silver, forty thousand penrls and
enormous quantities of other trensure wantonly wasted for the divine cult,
Par from enjoying prosperity the Khmer people at the end of the
XTlIth century was bled white by this insensate royal despot, whose
mad craving for the erection of monuments to his own glory prepared
for the downfall of his people.  In 1292 when the Chinese ambassador,
T'chou Ta-Kouan, visited Cambodia he found the country completely
devastated as o vesult of a war with the Thai of Sukhothai,

Prof. Ciedéy adds:  Certain authors consider the sudden decline of
Cambodia an enigma nud refuse to believe that the Khmer monuments were
built by the ancestors of owr Cumbodinns,  There is no enigmn, nnd the
Cambodinns are truly the diveet and aunthentic descondants of those great
Luilders whose Inngunge, known since tha VIIth contury from hundveds of
inseriptions, only differs from the modern Ciumbodinn by some nrchnisms,

Much spoculation as to the reason why Angkor Thom was deserted
and given up as the capital of Cambodin has also been vife, D,
R. I. Pendleton in his excellent and instructive paper Agriculiure
wnd Foresiry published in the Nuatural History Supplement to the
Jowrnal of the Thailamd Researel Society, Vol XTI, No, 1, p, 51,
quotes Evom A History of the Orient by Steiger-Beyer-Benites, aceord-
ing to which the desertion of Anglkor Thom took place about the yoar
1300, and that it was cansed by an invudation, This is of course
quite unhistorieal.  Anglkor Thom was deserted beeanse of heing too
near this country of the powerful and warlike Thai.  Angkor Thom
was conquered and pillaged after seven months of siege in the year
1431 by King Bovomaraja IT. of Thailand (Ayuthin) and not long after
King Boromaraja Thirat Ramathibodi of Cambodia shifted his capital
from Angkor Thomn to Pnompenh,®

O Vide W, A. R. Wood, A Ilistory of Stwm, p. 81, (As o matter of fuct
the capital was fiest moved to Srei Santhor and then to Pnompenh), T mny
s well correet pnother mistake in the sid paper by Dr, Pendleton, In
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It hay often been commented on that many of the Khmer temnples
have not been (uite completed and that the sculptures ave unfinished,
besides being rather mediocre in design. Such temples and sculptures
mostly, if not all, belong just to the reign of King Jayavarman VII
whose feverish activity did not provide time enough for exceuting
the work sufficiently carefully. '

After the downfall of Crunbodia the temples already pillaged and
sacked by the invaders weve left to the merey of the tropical weather
with its fieree sun and heavy raing, and soon the jungle invaded them
in its turn,  The wild fieus pievced the cracks in the temple walls -
with their roots, little by little widening them till the whole fabuic
crashed down, or agnin people from nearby villages would come to
sharpen their knives on the stones—of course, just where the inserip-
tions wers ongraved | Or again moonks would come and pull down
the temple in opder to obbain building material for their own wats,
and thus disappeared many o fine sanctuary and interesting histori-
enl record until the Eeole Frangnise d'Extréine Orient came to the
rescue in the nick of time.  The work of this learned institution and
what it has alveady done to prescrve and vestore what is left of
Cambodia’s golden past is worthy of all praise and hag earned for
itself the gratitude of the whole civilized world.

The deseriptive catalogue of the pieces of Khmer seculpture as kept
in Mugée Louis Finot is preceded by a useful list of the Khmer kings
from the VIth to the XIVth eentury and by o note onr Khimer statuary.

M. Mavchal says that Khmer avt is very different from European
avt, It is, so to say, o disbant art, for its youngest pieces date from

his fuotnote on p. 48 the Doctor mentions “Ban Biing, Ubon province, site
of the §2th century Muawn town "—-The full name of this old fortified village
is Ban Bu'ng Kue, It ix sibunted in Amphoe Mahachanachad on the enstern
buuk of the Chi viver,  Fowr bundred metves west of this villnge T discovered
in 1913, hidden in o mound, n stela of ved sandstone, 2.50 matres high, T took
an finpression of the inseription, which is in Sanserit and has heen trunslnted
by Prof. Cades. The dnte is 886 A, p., fe. the reign of King Indinvarman
of Cumbodin, It countains an éloge of the Buddhn and enumerates the
usual gifts of fixed and movable property to s sanctuary which must since
have disnppeared (vide my Complément & l'inventadre déscriptif des monuments
du Cambodge—p. 8-10.) The villnge in question is not o Mon village. Tt
is now occupied by Thai Kao but may formerly have been peopled by Kui
(called Soni by the Thai),  The Kui are the more uncivilized cousing of the
WKhmer. They speak a Mon-Khmer tongue, and certain words of their lan-
guage are very much akin to Mon; e.g. to ent= cha bong in Mon chdu bo'ng.
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the XIIth century, and they are the product of a civilization of
Hindu ovigin which has itself developed on a foundation of ancient
culture generally called pre-Avyan, seemingly with intimate relations
with the Mesopotamian civilizations,

There is a very marked difference between the Huropean concep-
tiony of vt and those of the Asiatic, While the European artist
seeks to veproduce his model on nabure ag faithfully and pleasingly ag
possible, not so the Asiatic artist, to whom the cult of art is n saered
act.  He tries to imbue his work with the ideas of his sacred writings
and that without any iden of pleasing with harmonious form or colour.”

The Hindu or Khmer avtist strives in his work only for the glori-
ficntion of the gods and to stress their might by the aid of those
symbols ov atbributes which have once and for all been accepted as
belonging to them.  As Prof. Coedés has well said

The magienl power of the divine images turns the temple into n veritable
world of the gods, and the faces of the apsaras Which decorate the wnlls of
Angkor Wt are not only to pleaxe the eyes but also to tinnsform this eold
ahalde into o celestind palice.

The fivst explovers and students of Khmer art did not admire their
sculptures which they considered ngly, even grotesque, and that with
nocertain vight,  Bub the later years' rich harvests-—and there ave
still annually being dug up o considerable number of statues or débris
of such—have brought to light a number of noble and fine picces of
real artistic value,

It is o cuvious fact that, while Khimer avt at its height (XIth to
XIIth century) had little by little cast off the purely Hinduie clements,
it went back to its oldest (Indian) forms duving the Bayon period,
(X1Ith to XIITth century). So for instance is the clephant half hidden
in the masonry a pure Hindu motif (see the verandahs of Karli), as
also ave the large animal figures seen in hawd relief on the wally of
the Royal palace acting ag caryatids, A striking exnmple ave the
gurwdas on the enceinte of the Phra Khan temple,

The most typical example is, however, the sanctuary of Phra Thkaol
(Kompong Thom provinee) whose corners are overlonded with n chaos
of motifs, This is the Hindu avt par excellence with all its comple-
xity in contrast to the more orderly and sober Khmer style.

The statuary in human form represents either the Buddha or the
Brahmanic gods, and a certain number of minor rank sueh as upsaras,

T ¢t lso le May: A Concise History of Buddhist Avt in Siem.
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dvarapalos, cte, which are common to both religions. It is at times
diffieult to decide whether an imuge represents the Buddha or the
god Vishnu, as both, at a certain period in their existence, were
enthroned on the coils of a niga. It is also easy to confuse the
Bodhisattva, Avalokitegvara, with the god Siva Dlecause of their
common attributes. It is therefore preferable to treat Khmer sculp-
ture by periods, as has been done by one of its foremost connoisseurs
and students, namely M. Ph, Stern of the Musée Guimet.

The art of Funan is not included in Monsieur Stern's treatinent.
This art must have been very closely related to Hindu art, and
its statuary was derived from the Awaravati and Gupta schools intro-
duced in Funan by way of the ancient M6n-Indian state of Dvavarati
in present Central and South Thailand.

The seulpture undergoes the same evolution as the architecture,
and it may Lo seid that the older it is the nearer it comes to Hindu
wrt, and the younger the more it shows its differentation from this
art and the inclination to evolve according to its own genius. The
last and youngest of all these peviods of art, that of Bayon, shows,
however, o distinet return to Hindu conceptions. Monsieur Stemn
divides Khmer sculpture into four great periods. The first of these
corresponds to that of pre-Angkor, the period of primitive Khmer
art, from the VIth to the VIIIth century A.n. The following three
periods are those generally known as those of classic art. The second
period covers the time from the IXth eentury to the middle of the
Xth; the thivd period from middle of the Xth to the middle of the XIIth,
and finally the fourth, the Bauyon period, from the end of the XTIth
to the end of the XIIIth century.

During the fivst period, Khmer avt (of the VIIth century) is still
hnpregnated with Hindu avt conceptions of the Gupta and Pallava
schools. It may, however, be said that in taking over the Indian
forms of art the Khmer artists understood how to adapt them to,
their own cultural taste.  Thus the often cruel, fieree or obscene traits
in Indian seulpture have completely disappeared under the master
hand of the Khmer. It is charncteristic of this period that the
anatomy of the images is far botter treated than in the classic period.

Some of the images are almost perfeet in this respeet such as the
Haviharas (the fusion of Siva and Vishnu) found at Prasat Andet,
Asram Maha Ro'sei and Sambor Prei Kuk, and especially a splendid
Siva found in 1935 on Pnom Da. Tho exccution of these images
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is correct and sober, having the right proportions. The torso is
always naked but not over-loaded with jewelry as in the case of
Indian or Javanese images. The head is somewhat elongated; the
eyes are open and horizontal often showing the pupils, The nose is
rather narvow and a little arched. The mouth is well formed aund
smiling while the chin shows a dimple. The head-dress is the
eylindrical mithra ov tarbushlike one, n form of head-dress which dis-
appears completely during the subsequent periods. So also does the
supporting arch—the arch which was employed for supporting the
images from behind.  In the female images the breasts are strongly
developed and on the neek and breast ave seen the traditional three
folds of beauty.

A certain category of tho statnes of this period shows direct in-
fluence from the north-west of Indin,  Thus the typical statue of o
standing Buddha clothed in the monk’s robe with the right shoulder
uncovered, would be found with the wsnise (bhe protuberance on the
top of the head) very little developed, and the hair curls shaped like
amall balls,  But, ns M. Groslier has pointed out, the absence of folds
in the robe and of the nimbns behind the head negatives any Gan-
dhavian influence. Tt is more probable that the conceptivna of the
Indian schools cane vin Burma and Dvavavati.  After studying the
images belonging to this period of avt in the Albert Sarraut Museun
in Pnompenh and having compared them with the examples of classic
(Greek) nrt found in the muscums of Rome, Puris and London, the
writer of these lines has no hesitation in saying that the Khiner
pieces nlmost equal the latber from the point of view of pure beauty
and perfection of gxecution. The clothing of the men is a kind of
benguti kept in place by a belt, ns regards the women it is'a sort of
skivt which perinits one to see the contours of the legs.

There is no actunl ruption between primitive Khmer art and
that of the classic period, and the vecent finds of statuary on Pnom
Kulen in 1936 vepresent the period of transition from the former to
the latter, M. Th. Stern in his book Le Buyon & Angkor et l'évolu-
tion de Part IChmer has shown thab there is a very mavked difference
between the sculpture at the beginning ond at the end of the classic
periods.  The second period still shows a certain supplencss of t'he
limbs, aud the male images are often ornated with two belts which
may be due to Javanese influence. The face iy now. squm:eformed
with a large chin, the eyebrows ave joint, the nose Is straight and
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over the mouth is the trace of a monstache. The men’s loin cloth is
draped in front like an anchor while the .women’s skirt is plaited
vertieally and its lower part draped like a fish’s tail.  The contours
of the legs are no more seen and the exceution of the feet is already
rabhier medioere.  The third perviod, which M. Stern attaches to the
temples of Bantay Srvei, Baphuon and Angkor Wat, shows further
alterations in the seulpture.  The height ol the jmages seems
to diminish, the face becomes wmore oval "and an expression of
mildness replaces the somewhat haughty and hard expressions of
the previous period, and on the forehead is sometimes seen a
verbical sign, a kind of frontal eye. The head-dress, as in the
second period, consisty of o dindem with a conical muwkule ov chig-
non seb up in the shape of o cylinder having ab its base a string
of pearls.  The forms of the Dbodies become more slim, and they
lose their heaviness, At this period appear the images of the
Buddha enthroned on the coils of the mnage (Thai: Phraye Nak,
the serpent-king).  According to M. Pierre Dupont all the images of
the Buddha prior to this period show the great Sage standing. The
Buddha is represented either in a monk's robe or wearing a crown
and jewels as o prince (Thai: Pl Chao song klrw'ang).  In the
fourth period the face of the images has become an clongated oval
and the eychrows are clearly separated.  The mouth is elongated too,
nnd shows the stercotyped smile so characteristic of the last period
of Khumer art. The body Dbecomes smaller and the hips are hard-
Jy marked, finnlly the legs of the male imuges became excessively
heavy and thick,  As regavds the female images their shoulders tend
to slope downwards and the breasts ave less devploped than formerly.
The ornaments of the statues sre all exccuted in great detail.  The
men’s dress is still the lenguti or sampot, which in front is draped
like a double fish-hook. The women’s skirt is now studded with
small flowers,  During the last period the representations of the
Buddha and the Bodhisatbva Lokegvara become numerous and their
numbers exceed the Brahmanic imagos of the previous peripds,

A certain number of Buddhas found by the late Commaille at the
Bayon show the marked influence of the avt school of Dvaravati and
revea) o renewal of the Hindn traditions in Xhmer art.  Certain
images generally sitbing in the so-called royal position or & e juva-
awise, though representing gods or goddesses, ave in reality the por-
troits of kings; queens or other members of the royal family,  Thus
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one of the most beautiful divine statues found at Phra Khan is most

probably o portrait of Prineess Jayarajadevi, consort of the famous
King Jayavarman VIL  To the study of Khmer avt also belongs the
great number of hronzes found representing divinities, cultural objects
or parts of harnesses, hooks for palanquing, parts of household furni-
ture, ete., all so well depicted and deseribed in Prof. Ceedes' excellent
and stately work Bronges K haners in the Ars Asiaticy series. The
well-known alloy, in Thailand enlled sumeit, used for images of the
Buddhas has been analysed by M, Groslier who gives as follows for
one of such images :—copper 685, tin 108.8; lead 198.5; nickel 6;
wold and sitver 17 It is very probuble that some of the Lronze
images contained in the temples ot times were taken out and earried
in procession for the adoration of the faithful. This is still done in
certnin places in Thailand.

Among the rich collection of images, or débrig of same, housed in
the Musée Louis Finet, a few masterpicces may be mentioned, such
s n hend of the Buddha (D. 311-55) fromn the Bayon period which,
besides its serenc and world-detnched air, is interesting becnuse of
its marked dolicocephalic type.  Also the image of o deified princess
with her exquisite outstretehed hands (D). 811-57) as well as the head
of o Lokegvara (D, 811-69) with its fine narrow nose are of outstand-
ing intorest. Among the bronzes is an especially fine representation
of the Buddha sitting on the ndge (D. 32-107) of a height of 455
millimetres.  For people who can afford the voyage to IHanoi g
lengthy visit to this highly intoresting Museum is mueh to be
vecomnmended and should prove highly atbractive. '

M. Marchal has also kindly sent me o separvate of his article Nofes
sur Les lervasses des 61é phants da voi lepmewa ef be paluis royal & Ankor
Thom published in the Bulletin de 'lcole Framguise & Balréme
Orient, Vol, XXX VII, part 2, 1937, The voyal palace in Angker Thom
with the adjncent terraces whose walls are decornted with huge huts
reliefs of clephants and gerudas besides obhor sculptures representing
devatas, ykbus, nagas and human beings is well known to all visitors
bo the old capital of the Khmers. The stepwise pyramid Phimanakas
(in Thai: Phiman Alkdt) also belongs to the royal palace compound as
well as various pavilions, ponds (sras), ste, All these constructions do
not date hack to the swne time but werve erected during a period
extending from the end of the Xth or beginning of the XTth century to
the end of the XIIIth century, and during that time several of these
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buildings were considerably altered by reconstructions or modifications.
The terrasse of the clephants, which dates back to the Bayon period
Le. the end of the XITth century was built in two periods. M. Golou-
bew hag given an exhaustive cxplanation of the sculptures ve-
presenting chaviots, gladiators, polo-players, ete., and has especial-
ly studied the costumes drawing attention to certain figures wearing
crested head coverings decorated with the head of the Kala (see BIFEQ
XXVIL 1927, p. 236).  The actual palaces were no doubt built of
wood with tiled roofs, and suitably carved and gilded perhaps, now
alus | all disappeared.  As vegards the go-called leprous king it is now
commonly accepted that this image in renlity represents the Buddha.
A number of good iHustrations and plang accompany M. Marchal's
interesting article,

M. Marchal has furthermore sent me two other separates of papers
on archacological matters, namely, Les déformutions e lu téle de Kala
diens le déeor Bulinais (an extract from Revue des Aris Asiatiques)
and The flying (quivering) flame in the decorations of the Far Eust
(a reprint from A wolume of Tustern and Indian studies in honour
of F. W. Thomas, C, I B.).

The first article deals with the variations of the head of Kala,
Banaspati, Rahu, Kirttimukha, Boma or Karang Tjeivivi (the two
latber names ave used in Bali) as produced by the rieh and fertile
imagination of the Bali artists. This ogre’s head is of course well
known from the decorations of the lintels in the Khmer towers and
in the Javanese fjuadis.  In the puras or temples of Bali it is found
in many different places: in the gate buildings, in the temple walls,
on the pillars of the sanctuary, ete.  The Bali artists have gone to
the extreme in their treatment of this head from representing it with
two eyes and a mouth with o lower jaw to heads without a lower
jaw and heads with only one cye or again simply a single eye finally
to be transforined into o pattern of flowers and leaves symbolising
the original subject. - When studying the many drawings and photo-
graphs illusbeating M. Marchal's paper one gets a vivid impression of
the high arbistic sense svhich scems to be inborn in thiy delightful
Balinese people.  'I'ie véle played by the Kals or Boma in the purus
of Bali is that of a protector, i.c, it is believed to possess a magical
power, M. Marchal has given a well veasoned explanation of the
origin of this ornament which stands for the same ideas as that of
the ancient Chinese 7"wo 1"ien mask and certajn wooden carvings of
the Haida Indians in North Ameviea, The ultimate origin was the
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enemy’s head taken in war and hung at the door of the slayer in
order to proteet hitn ngainst evil powers, ov as in the ease of the
Nigas and Wild Wi to sceure good harvests®

The second paper treats of the motif of the flying or uivering
Hume in the decorations of the Far Bast, in Indoching wnd in Insu-
linde. M. Mavehal says that these flumes, chiefly in Bali and Juva,
have a wmagical character and represent under a plastie formn tho
energy and the spivitual power which emanates from certain beings,
gods, heroes or priests,  The Aume symbolizes the oceult power which
these beings possess in them.

In the island of Bali, this motif is met with very frequently even
in modern decorations.  This conforis with the character of the
Balinese who, in spite of their Hindu eivilization, bave remained
essentinlly an animistic people.  They have preserved very vivid
memories of an ancient culture which spread from Oceanin right up
to the Asiatic continent, Of this culture we still find traces in cor-
tain tribes (IXhii or Moi) in Indochina,  Wo know that the very fivst
inhabitants of Indochina weve of M ulu,yo Polynesian race; the manners,
customs and arts of Annwmites and Cambodiany still atford evidence
of the traces of this ancient civilization on which later on were
grafted Chinese and Indinu civilizations, The flame motif in the
Bulinese puras often takes the form of one or more pointed tongues
and as such symbolises the terrible goddess, Rungda, M. Marchul
goes on to describe the various forms for depicting this flume, which
is sometimes conneeted with the Xala or Boma, represented by an eye
resting on a jaw bone Hanked and surmounted by flames; ab other
thues the flame is depicted ay a compromise between itsclf and w
flower.  In Cambodin and in- Burma the flame is represented often
ag flowers in connection with Buddhist personnges.  So far M.
Murchal.  When M. Marchal, however, says that the Malayo-Poly-
nesiuns were the fivst inhabitants of Indochina we would disagree,
These people were undoubtedly preceded by Melanesians, Proto-Austra-
linns and Negritos, us Mile, Colani’s excavations have clearly proved,

Bungkok blm 10h11 Autrust 1340 Bk SEIDENTADEY.

8 Qe 1\1 "\Izu(‘hnl 8 /)e-s mﬂuences élrangéres (l(ma Iart el lra ccmlwntwn

K laners, Saigon 1936, quoted in my Note on the a,rc/uteoloqwcol aspect of Rev,

S, 6. MeFar land's Aecount of Lis visit to Angkor Wat in 1872 JSN Vol

XXX, Part 1, p. 51, nlso my wsicle e 1Mao Mien Muask in Man vol,
XXXV]H, Jnnunry 1038,
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Congrés international des sciences Anthropologiques et Ethaologiques.

Compte rendu de lu deuniéme session, Copenhague, 1958,

The second international anthropological and ethnological congress
was held in Copenhiagen duving August 1938 (the frst congress
having been held in Tondon in August 1934), and forty-three coun-
tries were vepresented. It was a pity that Thailand could not send
any delegutes ov lecburers this time. It will be remembored thab
the reviewer lecbuved before the frst Congrcss.l'& He iy also still a
member of the permanent Council of this congress which during nor-
mal bimes should mect once in every four years.) The congress was
presided over by the veteran ethnographev, Prof. Thomas Thomsen,
whose highly gifted father, Christian Jirgensen Thomsen, was the
designator of the famous three culture ages of ancient times, namely
thoso of the stone, Lronze, and iron ages which long ago have been
accepted by the entive scientific world as the only true classification,

As this bulky but exceedingly intercsting report comes to nearly
400 pages we shall ouly cull a little here and there which may be of
interest to members of the Thailand Research Socicty.

Professor A. W, Brogger (Norway) said in his speech ab the open-
ing of the congresy: « Happily the time is long past since the material,
ethnography (ethnology), required, was colleeted with the prejudice
and self-satisfied ideas which regard nctural peoples as beings of o
rather lower standurd.” We are sorry that we must disagree with the
Profussor.  Alas! that time is not past yet.

From a summary of the studies of the Arctic peoples it should.be
noted with interest that many Ainu culture traits point towards the

Indonesm,n m'clup(,]two.

Vide 1. Seidenfaden, ‘lnt/n'apolor/wcol (m(l ]5 tlmolu _]u.a,l Resem ol Wm‘/c in
Siam, IS, Vol XX VII, Purt I, 1985
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The fumous atom rescareh worker, Professor Niels Bohr of Copen-
hagen, made o speech on Natwral Philosoply ond Hunwn Cultures
during which he said: < Of conrse nobody will deny our belonging to
the animal world, and it would even be very difficult to find an ex-
haustive definition characterizing man among the other animals.”

Whether the latter part of the sentence be true or not we think it
a very dangerous saying. By lowering human beings to the stabus
of animals, and wany modern anthropologists delight in doing this,
and denying us qualities like o soul, ave we not destroying all morals
and ethical values 7 We belicve o, and we would add that the com-
bination of erude fanatical evolutionistic dogmas and the materialistic
mechanical outlook on life is no doubt responsible in the main for
the present ills of humanity. Happily the last word has not yet been
said about the origin of man, and what is taught as truth to-day way
be proved wrong to-morrow !

Mo be just to Prof. Bohr it must be added that he himself is & man
without any prejudices, and when he says «that we may truly say
that different hwnan cultures are complementary to each other,” one
must agree whole-heartedly.

Under the section of dnthropologic anatomique et biotypologie
Prof. ranz Weidenreich's lecbure is the most outstanding.  He says
that when classifying fossil hominids neither archaeology nor geology
can be of any aid, still less act decisively on this question,  Only the
comparitive anatomy of man can furnish us with the information
required. The most primitive and best known hominid is Sinanthro-
pus pekinensis—the Peking man whose brain case presents certain
primitive traits characteristic of gorillas and chimpanzees, The cranial
capacity was approximatively only 1,000 c.c.,, or one third Jess than
that of recent man. The lutest tinds of Pithecanthropus by Dr. von
Konigswald in Java demonstrate that it was a true howminid of ahout
the same stage of evolution as Sinanthropus.

When arranging the skeletal finds of hominids in order of evolution
and in chronological order the two sequences fail however to con-

form.? <. -

"The generally accepted conception of there bcuw only one true centre
of evolution limited in time and space must be conmducd to be incor-
rect. l’n,]mmmuls wve on]y bpen f()und in the extreme utst of the

2 'l‘he Pekm«v :md Jnvn men ave not homnuds but pre- homnuds 1. e. npe-
met, according to the two tables given,
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Eurasian continent, and here we have a morplological line leading
from Pithecanthropus through the stage of Homo soloensis to the
Wadjale man (both in Java)and further to the Ausbralion aboriging of
bo-duy.  Prof. Weidenreich further says that the Sinanthropus branch
may be traced through an unknown Sino-Neanderthal type to some
Mongol groups. A reconstruction of the Pekitig man in 2%he Iliwsirl-
ed London News some years ago showed, os o matber of fuct, o con-
siderable likeness to the present North Chinese. The Rhodesian wan s
closely akin to the Negro, no doubt, and possibly one at least of the
centres of the origin of the Buropean race was in Palestine (Mt.
Carmel). Thus four major centres of ovigination may be fixed, namely
one in Asin Minor with relation to tho white rnee ; wnother in Fast
or South Africa with relation to the Negroes; o thivd in North China
with relation to thé Northern Mongols; and a fourth within the Sunda
Islands with relation to the Austrulians and Melanesians, The lecturer
is unable to aceept roferences to migrations and habitations of primi-
tive races ag convineing proofs. Fossil evidenco proving the existence
of only one centre is completely lucking,  He adds, however, that the
theory of a polycentric evolution of man is, of eourse, not cquivalent to
a polyphyletic evolution. We may, therefore, ull of us have descended
for insbance from the Dryopitheeus but not have been evolved ab tho
sumne rate everywhere, but accelerated heve and retarded there,

We do not think that all will agrvee with Prof. Weidenveicl, Geo-
logists may insist on the fuet that Homo sapiens appeared bofore
Homo primigenius (Neanderthal man, ete) and that the later, lower
bypes were Iilmamertypen (due to lnck of proper foud, raw elimate, ete,).
It will also be recalled that the discovever of the frst Pithecanthro-
pus, Dr. K, Dubois, in 1987 in Mun® restated as his opinion that tho
Pithecanthropus was not a man but a species of gigantic gibbon, and
bhat the child’s skull found by Dr, von Kénigswald was from n young
~child of Homo soloensis.  The last word about the Java slkully has,
therefore, perhaps not yet been said. It seems also that Prof, Wei-
denveich denies the "importance of physiography (surroundings and
food) though it is more or luss proyed that the Americans of U. S A,
even those of pure European stock, after some genervations change
more and more into the type of the Amevindian,

The problems of the Pithecanthropus and Sinanthropus ave na-
burally of great interest to research workers in this country which, so

3 vol, XXXVII, January 1937,
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to say, is lying half-way between the cradles of these two pre-hominids.
Furthermore, explorations of our numerous lime-stone -caves may
result in the finds of the remains of one or the other race or, may be,
a cross-breed between them. However, Dr. Madeleine Colani's ex-
laustive excavations of o great number of caves in Tongking and
Annam do not encourage such hopes.  The sequence of human types
found by this learned lady is Negrito or Negroid, Proto Australian,
Melanesian (Papua) and Indonesian, which does not quite conform
to Dr. Weidenreich's theories. The origin and descent of man seem
still to be far from a solution. Mr. Rolf Nordenstreng of Upsala
(Sweden) thus says that it is in vain that some reseavch workers
have tried to dvaw the tree of descent of Man. There never has been
any such tree nor any branching owt {rom its stem, but o network of
descent, too hopelessly intricated to disentangle! Man is of any-
stemmed origin and cross-bred since the oldest times. The result
is that humanity is now’ one single enormous syngameon or mating-
group where no limits except arbitrary ones can be drawn between
different sub-types, and it is & moot question whether these should
be called species or races. There are no originally pure races nor
has there ever been, and only some intelligent being from another
planet——if there be any such—is able impartially to iudge whether
some races are swperior and others inferior or not.  The iden of Race
is but an suxiliavy construction. The latter part of Mrv. Novdenst-
reng’s iden uite conforms with the reviewer’s own ideas. To decide -
oxactly where one race begins and where another ends is more
than diffieult, for which reason I use appellations such as «the so-
called white or yellow race.” As regards the first part of Mr, Nor-
denstreng’s contention I think that this rather favours the theory of
a common source of all mankind, the varviations of which may be due
to diffevence of climate, food and other circumstances obtaining dm-
ing hundreds of thousands of years,

1’mf Eugen Fischer, the noted German savant on the laws of here-
dity, denics Mr. Novdenstreng's syngaweon and maintains that there
originally were pure races but. Prof. Weidenreich, when discussing
this point, says that in the caves at Chou Kou Tien were found three
well preserved skulls from the late palaeolithic age; one was of the
type of the Ainu, one of the Eskimo type and one of the Melanesian
type of to-day. And he says that if the theory of pure races for-
merly exisbing is correch, we must expect to find those pure. races
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the farther back we go. Prof. Weidenreich concludes by asking :
« Where now is the pure race in the case which T have refeered to?*
The well known British authority Prof. Fleure ( Manchester) also
agrees that the term Race should no longer be used, and says we eannot
separate the races. ’

During a discussion on the rise and spread of blood groups Prof,
Stapleton (Jersey) said that Lhdlicka (the lwnous Awmerican anthro-
pologist) mentions the close resemblance of type between the Darjee-
ling people and the Awerindians,  This might be of importance in
connection with the sources of ovigin of the Redsking, To this it may
be added that among the Nigus of Assam there have been found
identical cultural traits with the Amerindians, and finally there is
the striking likeness of certain Tibetan and also Whii or Moi types
with these original Americans.

Another point of interest came up during the discussion of Prof,
Eugen Fischer's lecbure Rasse wid Vererbuny geistiger Iigenschaften
(Race and the inheritance of spiritual qualities) when Dr. Hugo A,
Bornatzik (well known to the readers of JZRN) said thut based on
his ethnological-psychological studies of primitive peoples, he would
asserh that primitive peoples were not able to adopt our culture he-
cause of the poor spiribual qualitics inherited by them,  We think it
would be good if students of such matters would inquire into the
methods by which the Danish adwninistration in Greenland has lilted
up u very primitive and barbarous people to civilization (and to in-
terior autonomy) before forming any theories, We are also convineed
that by using the sume methods with due modifications adapted to
the different localitics, such primitives as Australians, Phi dong
lw'ang and Fuegiauns could be saved.  In favour of this contention of
mine it may he added that the Siberian primitive peoples (Samayeds,
Tschukts, Yakuts, cte.) since having been placed on equal footing with
the Russians (by the Soviet Government) bave shown themselves
fully capable of absorbing our modern culture, It has been vightly
said that the civilizing of such primitives depends more upon the
manner in which they ave appronched than on the particular art of
culture one wishes them to ndopt.  Cruelties, aleohol and sickness in-
flicted on them from outside carry most of the responsibility for the
mental depression in which our present-day primitives find them-
selves.  Triendly but firm treatment which, to begin with, should
minister only. to their materinl needs, would no doubb win the duy
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in most cages, and for such a tagk missionavies (brained in ethunology
too) should prove the best ol tenchers.

Mr, Bonwit (of London) in his intevesting talk on T'%e Conlerinal
A pproach to Lunguwages complaing of the great diffieulty for w student
of (primitive) lungunges to enber juto contaet with the people whose
language he s bo record beeause of their mistrust of o foreigner. Qur
advice to the student is: hegin by curing their bodily ills.  That
will quickly unloose their tongues, and you will, by and by, acquire
all the information you vequire,

Dr. Horms (New York) lectured on Mentully Sane and Sick and
The Promitive Man,  The doctor says that the progress from un-
scientitic to scientific ethnology consists primurily of acknowledging
the primitive, not as u half human, but as an adequate human type.
However, there ave still research workers who regard the mind of
these so-called primitive men as ¢ primitive,” low, abnormal or patho-
logical, ag Freud and Levy-Bruhl did.  The theories of Freud of the
neuroticisin of all primitive mentaliby hay resulted in complete con-
fugion, Shamans are for instance not neurotic-cpileptics.  There
exist nmong the primibive peoples mental qualitics, high degrees of
pereeption, memory and even will power, which civilized people do not
possess.  This is really o word in time !

Dr, Gandert (Berlin) in o lecture on the hovse in the neolithic age
jn. North and Central Europe said that the taining of the hovse fivst
took place in North and Central Germany and in Southern Scandina-
via, independently of Asia. We doubt the correctness of this state-
mont ag it seemns that, according to all historical records, the tame
horse was brought to Europe and the Near East civilizations from the
north-cast - ' '

Monsieur Schaeffner ( Paris ) in an interesting lecture on African
musical instruments pointed to a possible distribution of these to
Oceanja.  This is interesting, as such a migration of musical instru-
ments bo Oceania would have passed by Indochina, Another interest-
ing fact is that the slit wooden drums of the Nigas ave also found in
Qceania, and we think that the long hanging wooden drums used s0
much in up-country tetwples in this country may bave close relations
to the Niga drums too.

Under Fthanographie Océunienne, Dr. Speiser (Basel) gave a very
interesting lecture on Cullural Relations Dbefween Indonesic and
Melunesice. e snys that there is no palacolithicuin in Melanesia,
and that Papuans and Neomelanesids were evolved by a mixture of
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Palaco-Melanesids (same as the Tasmanians) and Australoids, The
people received the neolithic culture from the so-called eylinder-axe
people coming from the west. These latter are perhaps identical with
the Buka people of to-day and besides bringing neolithic culture to all
Melanesia, they produced the present Melanesians by inter-breeding
with the Neomelanesinng,  After them came, also from the wost, the
Megalith people.  There were many and smaller waves of culture
too., The sturting point of many of the important eultural currents
was the Batak lands aund Nias, hut the Megalith culture cane from
the Nigas in Assam. The cultural key for Melanesin is therefore
South-East Asia, Duving the discussion of the inter-relations between
the Niga and Mclanesian cultures stressed by Dr, Kauffinann (Basgel)
the expert connoiseur of the Nigas, Prof. J. H. Hutton (now Radnor,
Waley), said that the relationship between Nigas and Melanesians
was not confined to material culture, for in more inaccessible areas of
Asgsam strikingly Papuan types with aquiline noses, springing from o
deep glabial depression, ave found, He would therefore suggest thab
the centre of dispersion was in Indonesia. We do not agree with Prof,
Hutton as regards the latter point hut will abstain from discussing
it due to lack of space here, though of couvse refluxes in humar
migrations are well known.

. The section on Ethnography and Folldove is especinlly intevesting,
and when seanning the various papers vead in this counection one is
struck by the many beliefs and customs we possess out heve in Indo-
china which are similar to or even identical with those pertaining to
Buropean countries. 'l'o name only one, the rice spivit and the grass
mother in Norway ! The time has come when sueh heliefs and customs
(as well as all the regional costumes of which some have been coltected
through the cfforts of the reviewer and now are housed in the National
Museum) should bo collected here in Thailand by sending ont ques-
tionaires to all «mplioes.

Under Svciologic et Réligion Dr. Serner (Malng, Sweden) read an
intercsting paper on the cmployment of stone ab burials in prehis-
toric and modern times. In this connection we think a protest should
be made against the idea that our prehistorie fellowmen were always
acting from fear of evil spirits or magic. As a matter of fact we
cannot see why they should not have acted from normal sensible
motives, i.¢. employing stones simply to protect the bodies of the
dead against marauding animals,
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Dr, Ohlmark (Lund, Sweden) read a paper on Arctic Shamanismus
and Old Nordic Seid in which he, like the Russian workers, explaing
Shamanismus ag a fruit of hysteria, inherited spiritunl abnormity or
nervous talkativeness which is interpreted as talks with the apiritsor
spirit possession, while the final lethargic breakdown ig the flight of
the soul.  'This spirit possession is also known in Thailand where it
is practised by Mon women, Lao Song and other Thai women (it is
always a woman here) and is ealled « Khao phi ”—spirit-possession,
under which the medium may prophesy and answer questions,  (The
reviewer has withessed such séances several times). Dr. Balys
( Knunas, Tithuania) during the ensuing discussion said that Shaman-
ism s not o veligion hut o way of communion with the spirits, that
Shamanism should not be considered only as a wental dishurbance,
and that true Shamanisim is also found in Indonesia.

Finally must be mentioned o very jnteresting and important paper
written by the late Dr. phil. K. Wulff (Copenhagen) who is well known
from his book Twi wad Chinesisch,  Dr. Wuiff's paper treats the
relationship bebween the Malayo-Polynesian languages and those of
Indochina.  Following Father W. Schinidt's opinion that the Malayo-
Polynesian (Austronesian) languages were of the same origin as Mén-
Khmer, Khasi and Munda, forming a great Austric language group,
the sinologue A. Conrady (Leipzig), o distinguished expert on Indo-
chinese language, took up the task of trying to find out whether the
Thai-Chinese group were also related ornot. Accovding to Dr. Wullt
this relationship kas been proved by Dr. Conrady to exist. We are now
therefore confronted with the earth’s greatest lnuguage funily count-
ing 575 million souls! Dr. Hevesy’s critique of Father Schmidt's
llypotlwﬂiﬂ of n noear relationship between Mundon and Mén-Khmer
and his own iden that Munda and Hungarian are of the same faanily
has been ubberly disproved by R. L. Turner in his trenchant critique.t
Still the group of Mén-Khnmer languages need much more detailed
and thoronghgoing study, as Dr, Izikowitz rightly says, before we
can make further comparative studies,

ERix SEIDENFADEN.

Bangkok, 14th August, 1940.

4 Jowrnal of the Royal dsiatic Society 1984, Pavt 4.
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JTRS. Vol. XXXTI, Part 1). On Plate IT are seen personages with
an aveols vesembling the feathered head-dress worn by certain tribes
in New CGuinen during the rvitual dances at the fortility ccremonies.
One of the details of this plate might represent a giant mill or noria
—our rechiat or water wheel. ()ther details (5,8, r T, Tl’ '1‘2,) represent
cup shaped grooves which, as in the case of similar grooves found
in South Africa cut into rocks, may have been used for crush-
ing something or stirving some liquid (perhaps for certain sacrificial
acts). Other signs again may signify the moon, as full or crescent.
The Dayaks use the same signs for the moon as have been found by
Mlle. Colani on the megaliths of Chiang Kwang. The latter savant
also finds relations between the picbures on the Lao Megaliths and
the bis-relicfs on the megaliths in Cachar (Upper Burina), and, we
would add, in Assam and among the Kuki-Lushai clans. On the
second grafiti are also seen some Chinese characters. The age of
these characters is unknown and, so far, the race of the makers of
these gragfits is also unknown.

There scems, however, to be enltural links reaching from Assam in
the west to New Guinca, some of the oceanic isles and even Australia,
in the south-cast, Recently Mr. Elkin has found rock paintings be-
longing to the Ungaringin tribe in N. W. Australia and very similar
ones in Duteh New Guinea.  One must remember that as regards the
physical aspect and materinl culture of the Australinns and the
Papuans on the one side and the prehistoric remains of certain human
groups, which formerly inhabited the north of Indochina on the other
side, very strong links have been proved.

We are furthermove told that the idea of making paintings of
animals and plants in rocky galleries in Australia is one of magic, ie.
so that such paintings should gecure the supply of necessary food
stufl's to the inhabitants, That is, of course, the same idea as was
held by the ancient Cro-Magnons and the people of the Magdalenian
age, some 20,000 years ago, who, through the magic of their wonderful
printings and reliofs, still found in tho caves of Southern France and
Northern Spain, also thought to secure good hunting.  Whether pri-
nitive art and magic lu,lu,fs st &Iwmys be conn(,cted is another

story, which the reviewer of this papoer sbroncr]y doubbs

I Nordo I agree with M, Lévy-Bruhl when he demes pumltlvc man the
faculty of sationnd thinking. Ts it correct to sny that to him (primitive man)
nature in nll its nspects is T mythology in velief”? T doubt it. TPrimitive
people may invest certain ol)Jects with spirits but not necessarily everything.
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Certain figures on the graffiti ave identiied by M. Lévy as repre-
senting the ancestral couple. The myth about this couple as well as
that of the world deluge and the repeopling of the earth is well known
among the Tho, who arc pure Thai.  Another myth which is possessed
by most peoples is that of the Glolden age, which idea is also held by
our Thai in their pre-Buddhist beliefs.

Other cultural ties linking west with east are the dances of fertility
found among the Nigns, the Formosans, the Papuans and the Aus-
tralians (and also among the Amerindians). The daneing dresses,
including the plumed crowns and the apron-belts embroidered with
canats (themselves an emblem of fertility) of the Nigas and the For-
mosans are practically identical.  Such plumed daneers ave also found
depicted on the bronze drums (in Thailand called Kaven drums).
Pebroglyphs ave found m Seandinavin (wheve they are called hellerist-
nanger), Britanny and Northern Italy.  Were the nrtists, who made
these petroglyphs, invadery from the cast 7 It seems so, and we would
add that the art of making petroglyphs in the Far East and Oceania
no doubt spread from a common centre in the west, The comparative
table (Annex I) on page 14 of M, Lévy's paper should prove very
useful. It shows, nmong other things, the many common traits among
the extinet Dong-so'niang (of mesolithic culture in Annam) and the
Niigns ; the people of North Laos ; the Chapa people; the Formosuns;
the Dayaks in Borneo; the peoples of Sumatra and New Guinea.
Megalithism, head huuting, terraced paddy ficlds, pile dwellings, boat-
shaped roofs, exterior granaries, representations of plumed dancers
and the cache seae are the subjects taken up for comparison, And
nll these ave common for most of the people mentioned,

M. Lévy's paper treats of matters of a very fascinating nature and
represents a step towards the solution of the wandering of the human
races and the spread of human cultures, always o matter of the very
first Linportance.  Savants like Leo Frobenius, P. van Stein Callenfels,
von Heiune Geldern and Dr. P. Rivet have tried or are trying to unra-
vel the mystery of the cultures of South-East Asia and Oceania, but
so far we are only on the threshold of the fuller knowledge of this
matter, Here is a field for budding Thai research workers to culti-
vate, and may we soon see them at work !

ERIX SEIDENFADEN.
Bungkol, the 12th August, 1940,
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Thai Science Bulletin,
Vol. 11, 1, Jan. 1940,
Vichoever, A.:  Rdible and Poisonous Beans of the Lima Type,
with 9 plates, pp, 1-09, with 9 plates,

Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies,
(University of London) Vol X, 2
Builey, H. W.: Rama, (in Khotan), pp. 365~376.

Bulletin de ' Eeole Fv‘mmu’se d' Extréme-Orient,
Vol. XXXVIII, 2,193
Colani M,: Ethnographie compareé, cont IV VIIL, pp. "O‘) 255,
Burnay, J.: Notes stamoises: 1. Kbd ying, “tr épled AR
«prébendre mengongérement un droit de propriété sur quelquo clloﬂu "
pp. 281-284.
Martini, F.: Tn marge du Ramayana eambodgien, pp. 285-295.

Cultuuree] Indle,
I, 1039.
Wales, I (1. (0.: Recent Excavations in Kedah, 7 pl,, pp. 161-166,

The New Asie, 1939,
Mookerjee, A, F.: Siam in New Asia, pp. 26-28.

Journal of thé Burme Resewrch Soclety.
Vol. XXTX, 3. 1929.
Christian, J. L. ;. Denmark’s Interest in. Burma and the Nicobar
Islands, pp. 215-232.
Furnivall, J. S.:  Europeans in Burma in the Fifteenth Century,
pp. 236-249.
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Luce, G. 11, and Pe Maung Tin: Burmadown to the Tall of Pagan,
port I, with notes, pp. 264-282.

Peearn), B. R.: The State of Burma in 1790., pp. 257-263.

e Jast nrticle is the substance of aoreport by o Frenchman, Melcehior I
Bewnne, found ameng pupers in the Indin Ofice, London.  Among other
facts, it mentions that out of o population of 411,000 in Burmma there were
(0,000 “Sinmese.”  Burmans only nmaounted to 100,000 of the totul.

Another statement is that the Government of Burma wag formerly subject
to the Liuws as in Chine and the Monaveh was the fivst to obey them. The
reigning fumily was of low extraction and the King no longer abided hy the
liws,  He yemained on the Throne by mn extrnordinary vigilance and an
artful administration, which imputed ariines that were never punished short
af death and kept all the subjects under the yoke.

Jowrnal of the Royal Asiatic Society, Bombay brunch.
Vol 15.
Law, B. C.:  Buddha's First Discourse, pp. 73-76.

Jowrnal of the Royal Asiclic Society, Maleyan branch.
Vol. XVII, 3. Jan. 1840.

Winstedt, R.O.: A History of Malayan Literature (whole volume),
pp. 1-244,

Vol. XVIIT, 1. Feb. 1940.

Wales, I (. Q.: Archacological Researclies on Ancient Indian
Colonisation in Malaya, with 15 maps and 89 plates, (whole volume),
pp. 1-85. ’

Jowrnal of the Greater Indic Sociely.
Vol. VIT, 2. July 1040,

(hosal, T N.: A rare Indian Temple-type in Cambodia, pp. 107~
112,

The Lutest number of this Jowrnal testifies to the undimished nctivity of
the Grenter Tudin Society, The field covered shonld be of specinl interest to
our part of the World for obvions rensons,  This nunber moreover pays
pruticubur attention to o field of resonreh not ensily accessible to the avernge
student of oriental resenreh-—that of the Duteh Eust Indies—for the rewson
that very many people do not rend Duteh with the sume facility ns English,
French or German,

The Honorary Editor regrets that in Vol XXXII, pt. I, page 53,
the name of the veviewer, Mr. W, K, Hutchinson, M. 4., of Chienginal,
was omitted,



