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THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK. 

Bv W . J. F. WILLIA.MSON. 

hTHOOUCTTON. 

In the l11st, nnmbe r· of the Jmm ud, I publi shed a Preliminary 

Li st of the Bird s of Bangkok , and stated that , with the present 

number, I . hoped to commence a serial paper g iving some account of 

the appearance, habitA, etc., of the birds of this loca lit.y . 

Comparatively little has been clone, up to the present, in the 

way of a systematic study of the birds of Siam. A few local collections 

have been mn,cl e and some papers issued, th e earli est , of which I have 

any recorcl , being Capt . Stan ley S. Flo\Yer's Bi1·ds of a Banr;lcol.: Ga1·den, 

published in 'l'lte I/Jis in the late nineties of the last centmy. 'l'his 

in clucl es 28 birds on ly, and is of eVt" ry sli ght value. '.l'he same ma)' be 

saicl of th e li st of Siamese bi;:ds, numbering 75 species (some of them 

u niclentified), g iven in an appellili x to Mr. H. W arington Smyth's 

l•'i7•e YeMs £n Siam, publ ish ed in 1898. Th e only par t ,of th e country 

which has· been "·or ked with ally degree of thoroug hn ess is the " 'es tern 

'portion of Siamese Malaya. from Trang southward. In 1908 and 1909, 
t hi s district was vitlited by Mes:;rs . Robi nson and Kloss, of the 

Federated Malay States Museum s, who published in The 1/ris, in 

1910-11, a paper g ivi11g a compl ete list of n,ll t-he bird s obtained or 

observed by them or their collPctor·s.* 1'he paper in que tion, which 

E' ltnrn emtes some 270 species, is th e most im portant cont ribu tion yet 

made to onr knowledge of Siamese avifauna. It. is to be remarkerl, 

howeve r, that the area covered by these contributor·s includes, not only 

Tran g, bu t also the adjacent Langkawi group of 1sbnc1s, tog ether \Yith 

])erlis a nd th e north ern porti on of the St.ate of K edah as far south as 

the mouth of t he Kedah river . Th ese places \\-ere a ll Siamese territory 

at the time they were visited , but , before the paper was issued. r, large 

pm·t of the area m ention ed had pa secl und er British protection by 

*A .. ta terl by -Mess rs. Robinso n and E:Jo,s, Trang kul bee n prcvionsly 
visitecl in 180t:i, l ~!J 7 and 1899, by Dr. Vv. L. Abbot t., t he well-known 
A rncric>1n nat.mali tit, wl1 0 fnrmecl a mag nificent col!Pet ion of hird-~l;in s . - nfnr­
tnnntel.v. however, no full account or thi~ has eYc r been is:-;ued , Llwug-h a few 

SJ~ec i es have been deSC J'ibcd. 
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virtue of the Anglo-Si::m:ese Treaty of 1909. As localities are not 

always stated by Messrs. Robinson and Kloss, it is possible that some 
of the birds g iven in this paper were not found in what is now 
Siamese territory. 

Next in chronological order is Mr. K . G. Gairdner's List of the 
Oommonm· Binls fmmcl in 8ictm, which was published in 1912 in the 

Jmwnal of the Siam Society, and comprises some 14·0 species, for the 

most part personally obtained or observed by Mr. Gairdner in 
different parts of the country, including 26 in Bangkok. An interest­

ing featUl'e of the list is the attempt which has been made to give the 
Siamese names of a Jmmber of the bir·cls mentioned. 

Finally, we have the paper published in 1913 by Count Nils 
Gyldenstolpe, the Swedish naturalist who spent nearly six months in 
Siam between November 1911 and May 1912. This contains a list of 

191 birds collected or observed in various localities rangir.rg from 
Sriracha and Koh-si-chang in the south, to about as far as Dene-chai 

in the north. It is a notable adclition to the published lists of our 
avifauna. 

The desct·iptions in this paper will be as full as is considered 
necessary to enable the various species to be readily identified, but no 
attempt will be made to render them technically complete. Further, 
in order· to avoid undue detail, one measurement only will usually be 
given, viz., the tota l length of the bird, but col lector·s are rccommenc~ e cl 

to take and recor·d the following measurements:-

Lenf;th, 11' rom tip of bill to tip of longest tail feather, with the 
bird laicl Jht. 

'J'ail. From. root of tail to tip of lon gest tail feather. 

lVinfJ· F r·om bend of wing to tip of longest primary. 
l'rt?'S'US . From centre of joint ::!onnecting tarsus with tibia, to 

basal joint of middle toe. 

Bill. Prom ti}J of bill to angle of gape. 

No remarks \Yill be made on the nesting habits of the species 
dealt with. The reason for this omission is two-fold. ln the first 

place, any notes on the subject, however sl ight, would unduly increase 

the length of th is paper, and so retat·cl its completion. Secondly, one 
of the members of the Society is ntaking a special study of the nests 

and eggs of Siamese birds, and it is hoped that he may be in a position 
before very long to give us the benefit of his observations on this most 
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J interesting feature of bird-life. It has, accordingly, been deemed 

advisable, at this jnncture, to refrain from dealing with the subject in 
what \\·ould necessari ly (owing to bck of adequate material) have been 
an incomplete manner. 

As was the case with the Preliminary List published in the 
last number of the Jo~t? ·nal, the classification and nomenclatme of the 
birds here described are taken from the Fauna of B1·itislt Inclin-Bi?·ds, 
by Oates :tnd Blanforcl, and the numbers in brackets are those of that 
work. Species described in this paper, which were not included in the 
Preliminary I.1ist, are marked with an asterisk. ("') 

The area within wh ich the birds dea lt with have been obtained, 
is that comprised by the City and its suburbs, together with the 

smrounding country within easy walking distance thereof. This 
limitation of area has been adopted with a view to rend ering the paper 
of particular use to those residents of the Capital (and they are 

don btless many) whosa opportunitiPs for ohservation are confined to 
Bangkok and its immediate neighbourhood. 

'l'he following is a list of the princip::d books and papers to which 

refeeences ''"ill be madE>, but the names of the aut,hors only will be 
quoted, in ordet ~o avoid repetition of the titles of the works:-

Dlanford ... ....... . . . . . .... W. T. Blanforcl. 
Iucl ia-Birds. 

l m)5 and L898. 

The Fauna of Briti sh 
Vols. III and IV. 

Gyldenstolpe .. ...... .. . .... Count N ils Gy lclenstolpe. Swedish 
7.oological Expedition to Siam. 1913. 

Oates .. . ......... . .......... .. Eugene W. Oates. 
British India-Binls. 
II. 1889 and 1890. 

The Fauna of 

Vols. I and 

Robinson . . ....... .. .. .. ... . I:lerbert C. Robinson. A Hand-List 

of the Birds of the :Malay Peninsula, 
south of the Isthmus of Kra. 1910. 

Robin son and K loss ... H erbert C. Robin son and C. B. Kloss. 
On Birds from the N ot·thern Portion 
of the Malay Peninsula, including the 

Islands of Langlmwi and Terutau .. 

The Ibis. 1910-11. 
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It may be appropriate to make a few rema r·ks here on the 

subject of the Siamese names for birds. In Siamese, the word· for 

Bird is \Hl (Nol,;), and thi s is usually prefi xed to the particular 
.!. 

species t o be clescribed-thus, tm Ji1 Vltl~ (Nok ti t 'hong, literally, 

.the Golclbeater-bird , i .e., t he Coppersmith or Barbet ), in much the 

same ·way as we say vVeaver-bird or Tail or-1Jirc1. In English , 

hO\Y ever, these descriptive nam es are the exception, wh ereas 

in Siamese they ar·e the rul e-only a very few birds not having 

the syllable Nok prefixed to their names, such as n1 (K(i, Crow ), 

U,j~ (Renr~ , Vulture), etc. Domesti c poultry, again, and other allied 

specieo , have special names of their own, as ln (Kai, Fowl), with 

IIJ ' I'J ' ,y 
its deri vatives Ln ~IJ-l (Kai-ny·uang, 'rurkey), m Yn (Kai-fct, Ph easant), 

ln ~l (Kui-pa , Jungle Fowl), ln Ul (Kai-nn, li terall y, Field Chicken, 

a name properly applicable to t he large Grey Quail) ; l11~ (Peel,* Duck), 
L 

with its derivatives L11~ ~l ( r ecl-nam, Teal) , etc.; ~l'IJ (lii.t?o, Goose) ; 

" and Vl~M (Hongs,t Swan). 

Th e term \.l!l n:r: ~11 ( Nol,: krachib ) is a general one applied to 

sunll binls of more or less inconspi cuous plnmage, and is also nsecl, with 

descript.i ve affi xP.s, to denote particn la.r species-thus 'I.Jn n:r: ~11 fl:f: l '1l 
( Ruk krw1t iiJ 1.-rasw: ), i .e., th e common Tailor-b ird . I t ha3 a lso to be 

remark e<l that, coll oquially, t he pre fix ~ (I),~ denotin g a fe male of 
... 

low rank, is often applied to a number of birds, e. g., t)fll ( I-ka, 
~ V A ' 

Crow); tJ u.r ~ ( I--reng, Vnltme ) ; l.Jfl tJ !J. tl!.-1 ( Nol,; i-eu, Swallow ), 
&c. It is, however , usnally omitted both in polite conversation a.nd in 
wri t ing . 

NeediPss to say, Biamese names va q r accon1in g to locality , as do 
popular names in most; countri es, and even iu the same locality 
different names will often be given to the same hird-·probably owin g 

to want of exact kn o\Yl edge of t he b ird itself. I have endeavonred to 

"The d of P ed is pronoun ced more li ke at. 
t The s of flon,qs is silr•nt. 
"J To llf• prouonnced like the E nglish vowel E . 

• 
' 
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·s ift these vm·.ia tions, a nc1 t he S ia mese names g iven i1·1 this pn per ar e, 

it is be lieved, .t lwse b.5' 1·d~ ich the b irds concern ed are ge nera ll y k nown 

in Bangk ok . I n tl~ i s matter, and in t he orthog rap hy of t.he words, 

[ have received most nl t~ab le a id from H. R. H. P rince Ohandaburi 

and H. H. P rince Bidya la nk::trana , to whon~ my gratef't\ l Lh anks are 

tenderP.d . 
I n t m nsEte t·at iJlg Si>~mese names, fol' the purposes of this paper, 

as pi rated con sonants are representeil by the co t"respm1cling unaspirated 

lette rs, followed by an h,-th ns the asp irated k is wri tten kh, t he 

aspirated eh is written ckh, and so on . I n t he case , ho wever, of t lt e 

3 Spirated 11 ann t, an a]'OSt roph e ( ' ) is introd uced bet ween t he letter 

.concerned and t he ncCOlll ]Xt ny ing h-as p'h and t'h, to avoid 

t he poss ib ili ty of t he ph or tk being pronoun ced like an j, as in t he 

E nglid1 word 1 )he£tsa:1~t, o,_. li ke th, as in the E ng li sh words ilven , thi·n, 

&c. A ll VOI\·els a re to be [JI'Ono uncer1 as in Itahan, and long onps are 

mat·ked wit h a st,rok P- ove r them-t lt us a. .~,o r the t ransliteration of 

t he names, I alone a t.n ros.po ns ih le. 

'l'he accompany in g plate shows t he diagram of a b ird, with the 

names of t he va r io us p::u'ts ot i ts hotly a nd phuuage. .Most of th e 

te rm s need no expla nnt. ion, bu t the following defi ni tions may be 

useful :-

Lares. Spnce in fro nt of the eye. 

P1·imct:n'es . O uterm ost!) or 10 q niHs of t he wing . 

Secondc~7- ie5.~ . Qnill s sp ringi ng f rom t he radius and ulna. 

Supe?"Cil-itm~ . Space be tween the eye and the crown. 

I have again to exp ress my g reat obligations to M r. H. C. 
Robinson, D irector of .Museums, Federated Malay States, for h is 

k indness in ident i±:y ing, or eonfi rmiu g t he identification ot, t.he birds 

ment ioned in t hi s papet'. 
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ORDJDl-P.A.SSER.ES. 

Fa mily OORV.ID.!fs-Crow.s, Magpies, &c. 

1 ( 11· ). Corvus macrorhynchus . Phe J'ang.le- Crour. 

Siamese, m (Ka) .. 

JJesc1·ipl'ion. Lengt;h, up to 508 mm. ( 20 in .. ). Colol'lr, blacl.:; 

t hro11 g hout-all t he feathe rs, except thosB of the neck, having a. 

decided g loss. 

Eilt and le~s, black. I ris,. clark brown . In yo-u ng bi.rch· 

which I have examin ecl, the base· of the bill and· the· gulat· skin 

aee pale· pinkish r:resh-colour~ whd e t he iris is bluis l! gt·ey, changing 

gm.c1n::d ly to dark grey, aud thence to dark b1•own , as tl1.e bird gets· 

older. 

Fli.tliits, J':'c . Thi s b irJ is exr:<>e<lingly abu ucbnt in Fangkok-7 

and is a regnl ar frecruenter ot' oue gardens a ll' the year round'. 

The 11 ajority of the C l'OWS or Bangkok appear t (')· l'OOSt on th e­

west s id e of the river, t.hong h the hi g h trees rm:md' some of the Wats 

and ot.h i' olrl building·,; on the east side a re also favonrite roosting­

p'laces. Towards sunset, crow:; from ai r parts of Bangkolt may be seen 

tl.app ing thei r lei,;mely way (always i n a westerly direction) to the 

places wh ere they are to spend the night.. 

Di;;tribu:tion . .t\.l so recorded from 'l'rang (Roh:insom ancl K loss ),. 

allfl l!.a:;tel'11, Central ancl Northem Sianl' ( Gyldenstolpe ). IJrobably 

to be founrl almost everywli el'<' t hroughout the count ry. 

[Note. G:ylclenstol}Je states t hat 0 . insolens (The Burmese 

House-Crow) is " very eo mmon in Bangkok <1 nd its n eighbour­

hood " ( '. i·nsotens i's smaller than the present pecies, and ha& a 

com pi C110US dull brown 11eck. I have never seen any such bird here.] 

2 ( 21 ). Crypsirhina varians. The Btacl.; Rad-.;et-tailerl 

Jlfagp1·e. 

Siame.·;e, fllll''J'H (J'Ca ·wen) . 

Desr:n:ption. Length, 330 mm. ( 13 in.), of ·~vhich the tail 

mea!!;ure~ nearly 203 mm. ( 8 in. ) . ·whole plnma~·e black, with 

a brom.e-g:r!SE'll metallic g loss, e.-cept on the forehead and round the 

• 
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•eye, wh ere the feathers are of a dull ·velvety black. ''l'he centre pair 

of tail .feathers are n ot,icea:bly spatulate 1n fol'l'n. 

Bill and legs , black. Iris , pn:le blue . 

Trn!Jits, &c., This "fine little nlfagpie ", as i<t is called b:y 

·Oates, occur;; sparing"l"y in the st<rb urbs of Bangkok, and though it 

'll sually k eeps away fro m th e neig hbolll'hoorl of hollses, I have seen i·t 

in my compound in Sathon ltoarl severa'l tlmes. It appear;; to be 

resident here , as my specirNens, though uot nume rous, were obtained 

-at inte rvals th ronghout the year. 

'l'his bi•t·cl is strictly arbo renll in 'its h!'.bits, and I have a lways 

observed it. eit.her in pairs, or three or fuur togPI:het· (1?erhaps a family) , 

searching the t ips ·of br·a ,,c!t es of t rees, inclur1in g bamboos, fO'r 

iimects--the while utt,erin g it.s not u nrl'l us icaJ sing le n ote , feh. 
Disi1·iiJ1{tior:,. 'J'hc on ly ot l1 e i· 1·eco t·ded lecnJity is Northern S iam 

{ Gyldenstolpe ), but I have me t wi th it a·lso at Ayuthia and Kob Lak. 

Family OR A 'l'EBOl'OJJZD/fr:- Laugl1 i ng Thrnshes, 
Bahblers, Etc. 

·*3 ( 160 ). Turdim.1s abbotti. AMotl's Babl!le?·. 

Desm·i]Jtien. Le 1~gth , 152 mm . (6 in .). U pper p lumag-e, oli v~ 

h ro:wn, wit.ll a rufons t idge on t,h e ba,c.:k, the -rufous becomi ng brig hter 

on the upper tail- coverts . Chin and throat, whit.ish, sl!ading- into 

•rufous on the breast and abilomen , th e lower portion of the abdomen , 

and espec ially the under t ail-c.:ove rt.s, be ing brighter rufous. 

Di&trilndion. With the t>xce ption of 'rmng, where it is report.ed 

as ,., rather sc.:arce" (J1obinson and K!oss), t·lt ere appea rs to be no othf'l' 

q·ecOI'd of its occnN·ence in S iam. .1\Jy sing le s:p~cimen ( :1, male) \\ ':I s 

<Jbtained in Febmary 19ltt, n ear vV[Lt I nsri , to the south of Bangkok. 

4 ( 176 ). Mi.xornis rubricapillus . The Yellou: -bn:asted 

Babble?'. 

Desc'•"iption. Length, 127 mm . (5 in .) . Forehead anrl crown , 

<du'l l fenuginon:;; rest of upper plmnage, ol ive green. Chin , throat, 

and breast , pal e .vellow with blade shaft-stripes; ct>ntre of niJl1omeJJ, 

plain yellow.; re 111aincler of lower plum[1ge, ashy with ·yel low tinge. 

Iris, dull white, Bill , urown. Leg~ , fl eshy horn-colour. 
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Ifc£bits, etc. In Bangkok I have only met with this h iwl on the­

west side of t he river. It is fairly common t l1 ere in the fruit an ~t 

betel-nut gardens which abound in that nerghbourhood, and is pro­

bably also· to be found in otheY simil<w localiti es Yound Bangkok. 

The bird lwp5 and fl'its ab on t. bushes and low trees, searching 

for insects, and is somewhat ofa skn lker, havi ng the hab it of taking 

refu ge in the recesses of a t.hick bush or ba. mboo-clump, when alarmed , 

and is then very difficult to dislodge. I ts note J S a tJ-isy llabic one, 

C?'-?' chee chee. 

Di$tribution. Gyklenstol'pe records this bird f1·om Northern 

Siam, and I have p•i'OC nrer1 it bot.h at Aynt hia and at Koh Lak, in 

sc rub jungle. Oates states t hat it is foLlll ll in Tenas~erim to a littl e 

·south of Tavoy, whe1·e it is eeplacerl by an allit>d spet.: ies, M. gulan·s, 
which occm·s in Southem Tena;;;;ei·im and t he .Mahy Peninsula to· 

:::>umatra. As Koh L.ak is about 2GO km. (!GO m il es) south of Tavoy, 

it would appear t hat M. 1"1t!J ,·icaln:llu;s Pxt.enrls lower down in this­

country than it does in Burm;a, and it will b.; in terrsting to see what 

1s its southerly limit in Siam. 

5 ( 243 ). .Aegithina tiphia.. Th e Common I cmr. 

Sinmese 1 

~ A~ 
un m::~lJ ~f1!l (Nok kn1chjh si t 'ln.mt ) . 

Desc1·iption. Length, 137 mm. (5.4 in.). Mtt!e . Upper plu­

mage, more or les::> blach; i11 su mmer, yeilow ish g ree n in winter, except 

the wing<; and tail w·hich at·e always black -the fo rmet· wit·h two white 

bars and with t he quills narrowl y eilged with }'t'llow. Lowee plumage, 

bright yeHow from chin to bt'east., shacling into greeni.;h yp.IJow from 

the abdomen to the uncler tail-coverts. l i'em;1 le. ~ntire uppet• 

plum age, greenish at all seasons, the tail Jnskie r, and the qnills 

blackish brown with yelJo,vish edges-the t wo white lxt r ,; bei ng present , 

as in the mal e. Lower plnmage, g reenish ybl low. 

Iri s, ye ll owi sh whit.e. B ill , blu ish black. Legs, pl11mbt>ous. 

1 ft~!Jits, etG. T his pretty littLe bird is a resitl ent species, and is 

generally found singly OJ' in pa irs, searching for itf'i insect food among­

the !Paves of teees. \VI1 i le so engaged, it utters its vaeious melodious 

t The h of kmchib, in t h i ~ a nd othPr phtccs where i t occnrs, ts pro­
nounced more like a l'· The wonb ~~ t' hur1 !Ueau •· bean-~o!oured ". 

• 
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notes. One of these is a soft and rather long dmwn•out trill, and 

anothet· is a quick ~Yhistlin g call of whee-o whee-o. Its most remark­

able note, however, which it not, unfrequently utters , is a long, slow 

whi stle of two syllables, corresponding to the musical notes e and g 
sharp. 

Thi s bird may be looked for in every Bangkok garden, but 

it is more often heard than seen, owing to its small size, its strictly 

arboreal habits, and the manner in IYhich its colouration blends with 

t hat of t.h e foliage ;mwn g which it is always found. 

Distrilmtion. A I so recorcled from N orthem Siam ( Gy ldenstol pe ), 

anrl 'l'rang (Robinson and K loss). 

5 ( 288 ). Otocompsa emeria. The B engal Recl-wldske1·ed 

Bulbul. 

Si<tmese, 1-lWU!tll'l~~ l']l-l (Nok parod hna khont) . 

Desc1·iption. Length, 190 mm ( 7.5 in.). l_i'orehead and crown, 

black-the feathers of t he latter being elongaterl, in to a conspicuous 

erest 1!) mm. ( .75 in.) long; a small crimson patch below and 

bt>hi nd t.lt e eye; npper neck, back and wings, brown ; tail, dark 

lmllvn- t.he outer four or five feat.hers on each side, tipped with white, 

Lower plu mage, white, except the undee ta ii-CO I'erts , which a re 

Cr'.lll SO il. 
JJ iljttibntioa. Tmng ( R 1binson and Kloss); Phrae ( Gy ldens­

t.olpe ). Mr. ~~-G. H erbert informs me that it is common at Palmampo . 

.L obtainecl one spec imen of t his handsome btr<l in my garden in 

OctolJPl' 1 9J 3, and there is anotll er in t he 1.'Iu~eum here marked 

" Bangkok" in, l am told, .l!'loll'er's handwriting. 

7 ( 298 ). Pycnonotus analis. The Y ellow-vented Bulhul . 

Siamese, 
.... 

1-ln l.lmPI Vlln wm (Nok pm·ocl na nuant) . 

Desc?'i]Jli(•n. Length, 203 mm. ( 8 in . ). The whole upper 

plumage, brown, clar·ker on the head; a broad su percilium, white ; 

t The d of parod, in the names of t hi s ~tnd the next two birds, is 
pronoun ced more like!\ t . The words httct khun mean "ma-;k-headed." 

:j: The words nu nuan menu "powdered-fat;Cd" . 
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}ores, black; cheeks, chin ancl t lll'ont ,. whiti :;h. B rea~ ~. , b1 011·n : 

abdomen, whitish brown , th e sides darker ; nnde l' tail-coverts, s ulpllll l' 
·yellow. 

Iris, brOIYn. Hill a nd legs, bbcL 

H abits, &r. 'rhis is a r es ident bird, aucl is regularly met with 

in our gardens, thou gh on the whole it occurs somewhat; sparin g ly, 

l)eing very much less common t han th e n ext species. .From the latter 

it may be dist.in g uisherl by the amOI,) l1t of white on the sides of its 

head, the brighte r yellow of its u11der tail-coverts, anrl i ts more melo­

dious liquid notes. I t is gen erally t o be seen in pairs, and is a come­

what shy bird. 

Dist1·ib~~tion . R obinson and K loss only came across two or 

tht·ee specimens of the Yellow-vented Bulbul in 'l1 mng. ·I c.:a n find n o 

other record of i ts occurrence in this country . 

"'8 ( 306) . Pycnonotus blanfordi. JJlanford's B u lbul . 

Siamese, 'IHlll:J'El~ ~r:!'l-l ( Nok parod suan.) 

Desc? ·iptioi~. Length, 208 mm . ( 8 in.). Th e 1rh oiA np pc> r 

p lumage, olive brown , darker on t he heacl and pa le t· on th e t' tllllp; ear 

coverts, white. Chin , dull whitish brown; res t of ]oll'er plum:l gt·. 

ashy brown, pa ling off to yellowish brown on t he under \Y in g- co ~·erts 

and tail-coverts . 

Iris, dark g 1·ey. Bill, brow n, darke1· at tip and pal A .flesh­

colour at base of lower mandibl e. Legs, dark pinkish o1· p lu lllbenus 

bl'own, sometimes with a br·onzy tin gt-. 

H abits, &c. 'rhis i" on e of the most abundan t bi rch i n I3an g-­

kok and is a residen t of onr gal'dens all the year roui.Hl-sonH:>·t i nw" 

enteriug houses al so. D espite its pl ain and inconspi cuous plnnw gP, il; 

is alway s in I"Villence, by reason both of its nurnbei'S and it·s harsh 

notes. It has a val'iety of these-am ong t he commonest bein g a noi$r 

and guttural cha~cha-ch~t or clw k-chak-chalr:, as well as a chika-chiku.­

chikc6. These are repeated several times in rapid succession, after 

which there is a lull. The bird also has an <dann ny ot t1'-r-th, cr-?· -ch. 

Blanford's Bulbul ap pears t o live on truu, antl berl'i es, as wel l us 

on insects, as I have obser ved th e paren t birch carrying both kinds of 

food to the youug ones in their nest . 

In the Siamese name, the word s1wn means " garden ,'' ::mJ is a 

• 
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not inappropeiate descriptive term . Tlte bi1·d is, how8ver, commonly 

k nown as Nolc 1JCG?'od only. 

Dist?·ilmtion. So far only reported f rom Northern Siam 

( Gyldenstolpe ), but probably occurs over a large part of the count t·y 

I have met with it as fa t· south as Koh Lak. 

Family DIORURID..:E-Drongos. 

0 ( 327 ). Dicrurus ater. Tlte Black Drongo. 

Siamese, '\.m u.'l!~ ll'JJr:l U. fl !f.11J ( N ok seng seo klebt). 

FJesc?·irlion. Length, about 279 mm. ( 11 in.). In very old 

hinls , the whole pltlmage is black, glossed with steel-blue, younger 

bit·ds having· the undet· tail-coverts ti pperl with white. In those still 

yonn ger, the cololl r is brownish black, the feathers of the lower 

p lnmnge hwing ' 'hite tips. 'l'he tail is forked to a dPpth of about 
38 mm. ( 1.5 in.) 

Irici , dark brown to redd ish brown and deep lake-red. B ilJ , 

black . 1\l ont.h. blnckish. Legs, blackish brown to black. 

Ilcd!its , etc. This is the common little black bird with t he 

forked tai l which is seen every \vhere in Bangkok from the beginning 

of October to t lte end of 1\Iarch- a few specimens lingering on almost 

th rou ~· lt o nt. Ap ri l. 

The 13bck Drongo (or King-C1·ow, as it is usnally ca lled by 

Europeans i11 Incli:J, ) feeds entirely on insects, which it usual ly 

takes on t,l! e win g by swooping on them from some exposed point of 

vall t,Lge , t.ltouglt iL ;,ometimes descends to t he g round for t he purpose. 

lts notes are cheerful, with a soft, meta llic quality, and almost 

approach the beginnings ot a song at times. 

In the ~ianH:'S<' name of this bird, the word ldeb sig nifies 

.. lesser ", and Perves to distinguish it from t he l~acket-tai l ed Drongo, 

which is larger. In common par lance, however, this bird is merely the 

..~.Vole seng seo . 

JJistrib·tdion. Also recorded from Eastern, Central and N orthem 

Siam ( Gyldenstolpe ). 

t The b of t,he wo rd kleb i::; rronon1.ceJ lllorc like a Jl · 
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10 ( ;)3~ ). Dicrurus leucogenys. The Trh/te-r1a•ekerl 

Drongo. 

t\iamesc , '\Hl l~'Jl~ L~'Jll) rl l'Yil (Nok seug seo si t'l1ao ) . 

.Desc?·iz,tion. Length , nearly 279 mm. ( 11 in.). Whole upper 

plumage grey, except. tbe forehead, the ends of the first 5 or ti 

pnmanes, and the shafts of the wing and tail feather;:;, which 

are black. Lores, and sides of head, white. L ') II' Bl' plnmfl.ge, pal€' 

grey, th e under ta il-covert3 whitish. The tail is fork ed to tit~ 

extent of abont 38 mm. (It in.). In young birc'ls, the g rey of 

the plumage is darkt>r, and the white of t.he cht•eks duller· and 

f>maller in E'XtPnt. 

lris, reddish brown to crimson lake. Bill andlPgs, black. 

ln the Siamese name, the words si t'hao mean "ash­

coloured "-a qnite appropriate t erm. 

Jfn..hits, etc. Very similar to those of the precerling speci e::: . 

_[ have only found t his bird here from October to February, and it; 

appears t.o occnr rather sparing ly. 

D£sb·ihution. Oceurs a lso in Trang ( RoblrJson and Kloss ). 

'.rhis bird is not recot"ded by Gy lclen sto lpe, so i.t:; nul'them limits are 

unknowJr. 

1 1 ( 340 ). Dissemurus paradiseus. Tlte La1-ge1' Raclret­
tnz'led Drongo. 

Siamese, lln ll"J1~ LL"J11) Vll~ m.J ( Nok seng sea hi1ng L>u<m g. 

/Jesc1·iptio1•. Leng-th, about 482 mm. ( 19 in.). t of whieh th., 

outer tail-feathers account for 305 mm. ( 12 in. ). ·w hol e plumugt> 

black, largely glossed with blue. The under tail-covert~, as well as the 

under wing-coverts, are frequently tipped with white. 

lris, red in adults, brown in the young ( Oates ). Bill. :md 

legs, black. 

'l'he outer pair of tail-feathers ot this binl ::m~ very s t.l'iking­

being produced beyond the end of the tail for abou t 152 mm. (o in.), of 

which the basal half is -prtlctically n othing bn t shaft, while the termi-

t This is lhe lrngt.h of Olle or my birds. Thr louger or Gyldcnstolpe'~ 
two ~>pe~imt:as rncasared on ly ~25 mm. or about 16.75 iu. 

• 
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B 

Wings (natural size) of 
A. A C1'0cephalus or£ental£s. The Eastern Great Reed-Warbler. 

B. A rttnd-inax aedon. The Thick-billed Warbler. 
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1<:rt.l portion is webbed on t he <3nter edge on ly, except at. the very trp, 

fo r about 76 mm. ( 3 in. ). This webbed port io•n has a t.enden c~· to 

•curl or loop inwards : hence t he Siamese name-the wor·cls hu?trf buaurr 
meaning " loop-tailed." Tlte <fo rehealil. has a short ttd't of fen.t"hers, 

onrling backwards. 

!Ic~f, ?:.ts, etc. Tl~is bird appears to be of str ictly a t·b01·eal habit, 

and captures its insect foorl on M1e wing-::;wooping o tt i t from a perclt. 

lt has a variet.y 0-f r·ich , meta ldic not,es. In Ba~1g·kok it is a resi ileut 

species, and is found throughont t.he snburbs, hut mor·e abundantly in 

-the well-,,.oorled ones, such as on t;he west side of the l' i,·er. 

Disir-ih·ntien. Robi nsm1 and Kloss also Peco tTl it as occurrino· 
b 

throughout the ( Malay) Penitl::mlrl-and therefore, presuJtlnbly. in 

Trang-\Yhil e G}'klenstohpe met wi th it .in Eastt>m, Ceutml and 

Northern Siam. 

Fam i{y SYLVliD..rR-·Warhlt>rf'. 

12 ( 364 ). Acrocephal us orientalis. 1' lw J·:ast ent Orent 

Reed- H'u?·!Jler . 

De.~uipl-im~. {;t>ngth, ab011t 190 mm. ( 7J5 in.). Upper 

plumage, olive-brown, pale r· and wit h a fuhrous tinge on the rnmp am[ 

upper tai l-coverts. \Vings a11d tail, b l'own, the feathers ecl.ged with 

fulvous br0\\'11. Chin a nd t h1·ont., whitish, shadiug into fulvons on 

t h.e breast, abdomen and t~ nrler tail -colrerts. 1'he t A.roat and breast 

are generally faintly st r·eaked wit;h brown . 

Iris, yellowish brown. Hill, cl<!i.t'k horny above., du~ky Ji esh-

colonr or dusky yellow below. Month, orange ot· or.ange yello"·· 

Legs, yellowish p lumbeons. 

This bird .is ve r·y sit~ ilar in size, co louration and genernl 

appearance to Anmd.inax aedon (The T hick-billed \oVarblet·) whi ch is 

described below, thopgh t he bill of the l ~tter· is sma ll er and somewh at. 

differently shaped. 'i'he ma.in roint of d ifferellce, however, is in the 

comparative length of the first pl'irnnry, as will be seen by reference tu 

the accompanying P late, for t he drawing of which I :am i1lclebtt:>d 

to Mr. ·r, . Hea ley. ln Ac?·oceplw l·u.s o?·ientali>< the fi.t·::;t primar.'· i::; 
very minnte, whi1e in Anmdinao; cti!don it i::; about~.) mm . ( 1 in. ) 

long. 



81· .JOtU?--VAl~, j\TATUllAJ; TU8T. 80CJE'l'Y O.F SIAM. Vol. 1. 

IIu.Jril8, etc. 'J.'his bi rd is a winter· visitol"· to Bangkok, and is to 
be fcmncl here ft·o nij October to nearly the middle 0f .May-being one 

of t.he last of OUL' cold weather visitants to depart. I fi.ave gtlnerally 
observed it on trees and bushes near om·· ru.sh-g t·own canals and road­

side ditches, bnt it is apparently not entirely a rboreal iln its habits, as 

1 have sevemi t nnes seen it hc>pp ing ahout on t he g round. It is, 
1 beli.eve,. stricUy insectivmro n-s in its diet. 

The note of th is bird is a lon<l and hal'sh chik-cJi.ik (not unlike 
the sounrl ]Jl'Od u::ed hy a pair of gardener's shear:>), interspersed with a 
harsh lm·-1·-1· or clo?'-1'-•,··. 

_D ;'~f.? · ilno tion . Thi s hit1rl doe& not appear to have been previously 

recmrdecl frmn Sian;r., and I have only met with it, in Bangkok, in the 

neighbmuhood of Khlong SaH10n and _Khlong T;-i, thot1gh it is 

doubtless to be found in suitable localities ill other parts of the 
suburbs. 

13 ( 37-1< }. Orthotomus sutorius. The lnrhan Ta£lo1'­
bz'r·d. 

Siamese, 1~ n m: ~lJ m: h ( N(i)k kruehib krasai ). 

De.m ·iption. Length, <tbout 120 mm . ( 4.75 in .) , except m 

oltmm er, which is t he b reed ing seaso11 , when the male is found with 
the cent-re pa ir of tai l feathers longer than at ot,her times of the yem• 

by 51 mm. ( 2 in.), or more. Forehead and up to the midd le of the 
crm..-Tt, rnfons-sli<tdi:ng off' on t he remainder of the crown and nape 

into the ye llowish-g reen of th-e 1-est of t he upper p·lnmage. Lower· 

pl tl u".,,;<' , rl nll whi te, dnsky on t he sides of the body, and with a faint 
• 1'l7fot ts t in ge on the abclomen ; th ighs, deeper rufous. • 

l.ri,; a nll eyelid, ye llowish brown to reddish yel1ow. Bill y 
lla rk homy above, pale flesh-colour below. Legs, 1-eddish fl esh-
co lour. 

1lc~h its , etc . The Inc'!ia.n Tailor-bird }s 0ne of OIU' permanent 
res idents, and is to be fonnd in every gawlen in Bangkok. It is a 
f~tmil iar anrl active litt.le bit·d, cont i.nnally on the move, hopping about 
low trees, bushes, etc., searching for the small insects on which it feeds,. 
a nd it frequently enters the verandahs of houses for the ~ame purpose. 
Jts li Ote, whiciJ is- a surpr isingly loud one J:o 1· so s-m:tll a bird, is a 

vibrant and j>enetmt.i ng ch.in-ch·iu-chi·u repeated times w~thout number, 
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Ps peciaJly r1ur in g the b t·eecl ing season. W hen so calling, a con­

:-:p icnous black mark is noticeable on each side of t he neck, owing to 
t,he feat hPrs opening out and showi ng t hei t· black bases. 

Distribution. ·w it h t he exception of Oates' st,atement t hat t his 

bird " extenc1s into Siam," and t he 1·efer8nce to it in l<'lower's short list 

of Bangkok birds mentioned i n the iHtroclnct ion to this paper, I ca11 
fi nd no other record of i ts occu rrence in th i~ country. 

14 ( 375 ). Orthotomus atrigularis. The Blaclc-tht·oated 
Tn£lo1·-binl. 

Siamese, ,mn:r:~u nr: l'Jlflrl ti1 ( N ok krachib krasai 
kho dam). 

Dt3script?:on. Very similat· i11 size and colom·ation to t l1e prece 1-

ill g speeies, f t·.:>m which it diff".:Jrs mainly in having the whole of t he 

crown r ufous or chestnut, t he t lll'oat (in the adult male), black, anr1 the 

P.cl.ge of t he win g, the n nJe t· wing-euvert::> ~tnd the under tail-coverts, 
ye llow. 

Iris, pale reddi;;h brown. Bill, br011·n above, flesh-colour below. 

Legs, fles h-colour. 

IIabits, etc. This bird has much the same habits as the previous 

~ pec i es, but keeps t,o well-woode<l tracts, with a good deal of under­

growth . . 'l'he only locality in which I have met with it here is on t he 

west side of the rivet·, among t hP frnit a nd. bRhJl-mit gardens in the 

Bansailmi district, t hough it is doubtless to be fonncl in other suitable 

places in t.he outskirts of BctJ igkuk. It is common in the district 

mentioned .. The notes of t his b ird cont:>ist of a short but pleasant trill, 

kr-r-n~i, l.:r-?'-?"ui, as well a~ a lunge1· ;J,IId more lit1Llir1 chr-1·-1--1·-r. 

DistJ·ibntion. Also occur::> in Eastem and Northern Siam 

( Gyldenstolpe ). 

15 (381). Cisticola cursitans. Tlte Rvfous Fantaz'l-
Wa?-l1ler. 

Desc1·iption . Length , abont ] 01. mm. (<L in.). Upper p lumage, 

(lark brown, with rnfons margins to t he feathe1·s, giving the bird .a 

~treaked appearance; rump, plain rufons ; tail feathers,. ti.pped with 

white . Lowel" plumage, buffy 1rhite, exce]Jt flanks and thighs, "·hich 
a re rufous. 
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Iris, light )lellowish b r01m. l3Lil, bro1Yn ahovt>, fl.esh-colonred 

below. Legs, pinkish flesh. In the breeding season the mouth i::: 

black. 
Ha/n:ts, etc. This small bin1 is cummon in the fit>lds ron 1Hl 

Bangkok, especially those which are fallow . It is fond of soat·in g 

in the air, with rather a jerky fl ight, caused by t he momentary closing 
of its wings after eve1T few beats, and, while so doing. it, utters at 
regular intervals its sharp little staccato not.e of ch1:-r:h1:. It dives to 

the ground from a height, with a sudden aud almost verti cal 

SW00p . 

Dist1·ibulion. l have been unable to tmca any previous record 

of the occ tu rence of this bird in Siam. 

16 ( 393). Arundinax aedon. The Thick-billed 
H'a1"ble1·. 

Desc?··iption. Length , about 197 mm. (7.75 in.) . Upper plum­

age, fulvous olive-brown, brightest on the mmp; lores, whitish. Ch in 
and throat, buffbh white; remainder of lower plumage, yellowi ·h 
bt'Own, paler on the cent1·e of th e abdomen. 

Iri s, bro'>' n. Bill , dark brown above, fl esh-colour b t>low. 
Mouth, salmon-colour. Legs, plnmbeous. 

As already mentioned, this bird is very similar in appearance 
to Acrocephal-us 'm·ientalis, from \vhich, however, it is readily disti n­

guished · by its comparati \'ely long first pr1mary, vide Plat.E>, 
page 83. 

H abits, etc. This is a c;old weath er visitor, though apparently 
not very common. I have obtained it from October to April. 

Di.~t?·ib~dion. Gyldenstolpe also records this bird (under th e 

name of L·usciniola aeclon) from Den Clmi, in Northern Siam, " ·here 

he obtained a single specimen. 

17 ( 410 ). Phylloscopus fuscatus. The Dusky Willow-
11 ~ar·blm·. 

Desc1·iption. Length,· 133 mm. ( 5.25 in. ). UppRr plumage, 
earthy brown, with a yellowish tinge on the rump; a distinct whiti !:; ll 
supercilium f1·om the forehead to the nape. Lower plumage, yelloll'i::;h 
brown, \Yhiter 011 the chin, throat and centre of abdomen. 

• 
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Iris, brown . Bill, cbrk brown above, dusky yellc w belmY. 
Mouth, yellow. Legs, dusky flesh-colour to greenish yellow. 

HcLbits, etc. 'l'his bi rd is only found here in the colcl weathet·, 
and is fairly common in out· gardens during that pez·iod. My speci­
mens were obtained from November to April. It flits and hops about 
hushes n.nd low trees, searching for small in sects, and hn.s a sharp litt le 
note of chiJ.;, z·epeated at intervals. 

Dist?·ib'tLtion. There appears to be no pt·evious record of t he 
occurrence of tbis bird in Siam. 

18 ( 417 ). Phylloscopus superciliosus. T lte C1·owned 
Wz'llow- TV arble1·. 

DescYiplion. Length, about 101 mm. ( 4 in.). U ppez' plumn,ge, 
olive-g reen, darker on the crown; a distinct grPenish ye llow super­
cilium from the forehead to the nape ; two po,le yellow bars on the 

wings, most of the quills of which have narrow whitish t ips. Lower 

plumage, whitish to yellowish white. 
The crown has :lll irregular and ind istinct l on~·itud inal streak of 

greenish grey (which, however, is not alwn,ys visible ), ft·om which 

t he bird dez'i ves its English name. 
his, bwwn. Bil l, bmwn above, yellowish white below. Month, 

yellow. Legs, brownish fl esh-colou r. 

1J,tbits, etc. This small bird is a cold weather visitor, from 
October to about Jannn.ry, and is fairly common in om· gardens durin g 
t hose months. lt appears to frequent trees more than bush es, and 
is always on the move, hnnting for its small insect prey, which it 

occasionally takes 011 the wing by a sudden dart of a few inches from 
its pet·ch. It continually jerks its wings, whil e fl ittin g about t he 

branches, and has a pretty little note of tweet, tweet, repeated several 
times. 

Dist?··i0ution. Also recorded from Tmng (Robin son and Kloss ), 

and Eastern aud Northern Siam ( Gyld enstolpe ). 

19 ( 4.20 ). Acanthopneuste borealis. The Autl'r 

1V£llow- lVa1·bler. 

De.qc1·iption. Length, 122 mm. ( 4.8 in.). Upper p' umag \ 

dark olive-green, lighter on the nunp; a well-defined yellowish white 
superci lium reaching from the fore head to the nape ; two yellowish 
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white wing-bars. Lower plumage, yellowish \Yhit.e, dusky brown on 

the flanb. 
Iris, brown. Bill , dark brmvn above, yellowish horn-colour 

below, dusky at the tip. Mouth , yellow. Legs, yellowish . brown. 
Habits, etc . This bird al so is a winter visitor, and has much the 

same habi ts and note as Phylloscopus jt6scatus (page 86 ), to which it 
also bears a close general resemblauce. The present species may, 
however, be rlistinguished by its ve ry minute first primary (that of 
P. fw;wt·u~ being fully one-third the length of the wing), by the 
g reenish tinge on its upper plumage, the yellowish tinge on its lower 
parts, and the presence of the yellowish white bars on the wings. 
These bat·s, however, are sometimes indi stinct, or almost wanting, 
owing to the weari ug away of the feathers. · 

Dist?·ib·ution. Also recorded from Tl'ang by Robinson zmd Klos~ 

under the name of Phylloscop~6s bm·enlis. 

20 ( 468 ) . Prinia blanfordi. The Bunnese W1·en­
Wa1·ble1 ·. 

"" c:!. ( Siamese, l-lfl m: rll1J1~l~ !n.JI'J Nok krachib hang rio) 

Desc'l·iption. Length, from 132 111111 . . ( 5.2 in.) to 153 111111. 

( 6 in . ), accord in g to season-the tail being longer in the winter. 
U pper plumage, eart,hy brown, darker on the head and paler on the 
rnmp, which has a fu lvous tinge; a whitish supercilium reaching to 
just behind the eye. LoiYet· plumage, whit ish, with buff tinge; thighs, 
deeper buff; under side of tail feathers, with black bands near the Lips. 

Iris, c lear brownish yellow. Bill , b rown, except base of low et· 

mandible, wh ich iE pale fl esh-colom . J.1egs, pale reddish yellow. 
Habits, ek A resid ent species, and common along our sub ur­

b~n l<hlon gs and other si milar places with ru shes and hi gh gmss g row­
ing by the W~\ters ide. It is a slender little brown bird, with rather a 
lon g tail ( hP-nee the words hanr-1 r'io , in the Siamese name, meaning 
"tapering-ta iled " ), and has a sibilant, almost insect-likE>, note of 

ch?·ee-ch?-ee-ch?·ee-chree rt> peated a great many t imes. 
D1:st1·ilnd·ion. Reportt>cl also fl'om Eastern and Northern Siam 

( Gyldenstolpe ) . 

• 
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F~mily LAjYIJ.DJE- Shrikes. 

21 ( 4.75 ). Laniu~ nigriceps. The Blarl&-hearled 
Slm"lce. 

Siamese, Uflllrl'l m l'l (Nok keo-t;i wai). 

89 

Desc1·iption. Length, up to 279 mm. ( 11 in.). Tail, 157 nun. 

( 6.2 in.).t Upper portion of head from forehead to hind neck, 

black ; back , rump and upper tail-coverts, chestnut; wing-cover ts, 

black; quills, dark brown, tipped with rufous; a. white patch at the 

base of the primaries ; tail-ft'athers, black, mo~t of them tipped with 

rufous. ChilJ, throat and breast, white, the last with a rufous tinge; 

middle of abdomen, whitish ;. remainder of lower plumage, rather 

bright rufous. 

In the young the upper parts are grey, with a rufous 

tinge, bai'I'ecl with brown-the bars also appearing on the lowm· 

plumage. 

Iris , dark brown. Bill, black, except base of lower mandiblE', 

wbich is fleshy plumbeous. Legs, dark brown. 

IIabits, &c. 'rhis is a res ident species, and is not uncommon in 

t he mortl open parts of the suburbs. It is somewhat solitary in its 

habits, and is u sually to be seen perched on a fence, post, or bare 

branch of a bush or low tt·ee, watching for insects, which it captures 

on the ground and carr·ies back to its perch to devour. Its flight i~> 

rather weak, and is usually confined to a stmight course, a few feet 

11.bove the g r·otl!ld , fr·om one pt'tch to another. While gen.era.lly rather 

siler~t, this bird occ[lsionally ntte t•s a harsh single note, repeat.ed three 

or four times. 

Tire Siamese name signifies "Sharp-eyed Bircl ". 

Dist?·ibut2:on. Also recol'Clecl from Central Siam ( Gy icl en­

~tolpe ). 

t These are the mensnrements of one of my l>irds. Tile form t'onncl 
in Siam is dist.ingni shud from the co rre~ponding Indian bird prinrip~lly hv it.s 
grr:ttcr cl imcnsinns-the tnil , for in sL ,nce, mensnring nbnn t ti .25 in. a~·,,inst 
5 in .-nnd i>< rrto rdNl hy Oyldenstolp,·, in conf(>l"llJiLy with the ne\,. t.ri uu :J Ji« l 
s .'":'tPm , nnd,•r the l!flltJC of /,-rniu.~ nigriceps 1<111[/icrw lc~ta~. 
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22 ( 48 1 ). Lanius cristatus. The B~·own Slm"lce. 

Siamese, \.lfl m~ fol11J irJ l!ll ( N ok kracha:b hua to) 

D esc?·iption. Length, abput 197 mm. ( 7.75 in.). Forehead, 
whitish ; supercilium, ·white; a bt·oad black band through and beneath 
the eye; uppet· plumage, reddish brown, paler and redder on the rump 

and upper tail-coverts ; wing-covel'ts and quills, dark brown, edged 

with pale rufous; tail, reddi8h bi'Own with p11.le tips. Cheeks, chin 

and throat, whitish ; remainder of lower plumage, fulvous. Birds not 
fnlly adult have the eye-streak dark bt·own and the lower parts more 

or less barred, according to age-still yonnger ones also showing traces 
of bm·s above. Adult hi rds are rare. 

Iris, dark brown. Bill, dark horn-colour, except basal portion , 
which is pale plumbe:ms. Legs, dark plumbeons. 

Hc~bits, etc . This is a common cold weather visitor, its period 

of occurrence being from September to April. It has much the same 
habits as the pt·eceding species, but is a more familiar birc'l, nearly 
always to be found in our gardens, while here, 1:md making its 
presence known by its h:ush notes. It has a variety of these, which it 

fr·equently utters. 
']'h e words h·ua tv, in th e Siamese name for this bird , signify 

"big-headed". This is a not inappropriate term, as th e head is, pro­

portionately, ratlwr large. 
D·isil·i[,tdion. Heported also hom Trang (Robinson ancl Kloss), 

and Northet·n Siam ( Gyldenstolpe ). 

23 ( 500 ). Pericrocotus peregrinus. T lw S mall 
Jlii'm'vet. 

Sinrn eRe, t.~n ~ jflJ .n fl-.1 ( 1\ok si ch 'hom-p'hu cl ong ). 
ll 

Description. Length , 152 mm. ( 6 in .). ll.fcde . Upper parts, 
dark g rey, except the rump and npper tail-coverts , which are orange­
scarlet ; wings, blackish, all the quills, with t,he exception of tlte first 
fom or five primaries, with a median patch varying from pale red to 
scarlet; tai l, blacki::h, most of the ft'athers with the t erminal portions 
pale scarlet. Chin, throat ancl fore neck , blackish grey; breast, scarlet, 
passing into the saffron of the remainder of the lower pl nmag~ . 

Fr:ma/e. Upper plumagr, pal er g rry than in th e male; wings, brOIYn , 

• 
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with the wing-patch , pale orange. Chin , throat ancl breast, g rey ish 

white; remainder of lower plumage, pale yellow. 

Iris, not recorded. Bill and legs, black. 

Habits, ek This beautiful littl e bird is a rE:'sirlent species, ancl 

is not uncommon in t he well-woodE'd parts of t he suburbs, such as 
those with extensive areas of betel-nut and fruit ga rdens. It is of 
strictly t:ll·borea l habit, an•1 goes about in small flocks sear·ching for 

insects among the leaves and br·anches of the tre<>s . 

The Siamese name for this species means the " J"ungle Pink­

bird". 

Eist1·ib'!ttion. The on ly other recorrled locality which I can 

trace is Eastern Sittm ( Gylllenstolp E:' ), but I have had specimens sent 

t o me from Hua Hin. 

24. ( 503 ). Pericrocotus cinereus. The Aslzy Jl1£m'vet. 

Desc1·i1;tion Length, 203 mm. ( 8 in.). Forehead, whiti sh ; 

!ores, a band through the eye, the poste rior half of the crown and 

th e nape, black ; remainder of upper plumagE', dark g rey ; wings, brown 

to blar:kish, with a white win g-bar; tail, black, all the feathers 

more or less white at the tip with the exception of the two middle 

p::~ir·3. Lower plnmage, ashy white, darker on t he flanks 

his, brown. B ill and legs , black. 

HcL/Jits, etc. Apparently a co ld weathf' t' visitor and not ve ry 

common. I have only two specim ens of this bird, shot on the east sirle 

of t he rivr r in ;ranuary, but Mt·. KG. Herbert informs me that he has 

geen it in March, on the \\'est side. Neit hrr of my birds is in full 

adult plumage. 

Distrilmtion. 'rhere appears to be no previous record of the 

occmrence of this species in S iam. 

25 ( 512 ). Artamus fuscus. The Ash.7J 8wallow-
8h1·dce. 

Siamese, 1m ll~U 'IIJ.:l ( Nok en p'hong ). 

De~C?·iption. I;ength, 185 mm. ( 7.3 in.). LoreE, black; hPar1 

and neck all rou_nd, deep grey ; back , rump and Ehorter upper tail-
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coverts, g r·ey-br,)\\'11 with a vinaceous tinge ; longer upper tail-coverts, 

whitish ; win gs, cl.eep g rey; tail, dark gr·ey, tipped with whitish. 

Breast and abdom en, g rey ish brown , paler on the breast; undet· tail­

coverts, br·ownish white. 

Iris, dark br·own ( Oates ). Bill, plumbeous blue, except tip, 

which is blackish. Legs, slate-colour ( Oate:; ). 

Habits, etc. Thi s is probably a t·esident species, though I have 

onl y obtained specimens in July and Augr1st. Its flight is strong ancl 

graceful, anrl it ~pends a considerable part of its tinie in the air, 

hawking fol' insect~, but when at rest it usually takes np its position on 

an ex posed branch of a tree. "While on the wing, it has a SIVallow­

li ke appearance ; hence its Engli:;h an cl Siamese names- the latter 

meaning "Jungle-Swallow ". 
J)isl?·i[,~dion. 'J'he only previons reco rcl I ran find of its 

occurrence in this conntry is 0.1.tes' statement .that it " extends into 

Siam." 

( To be conl?'nued. ) 
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