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THE SNAKES OF BANGKO K. 

BY 

MALCOLM S~iiTH, i\i.B. C.S ., L.R.C.P. 

l 't. Dryocaln.mus davisonii. 

IIyd'l·ophobus clc,uisonii. Blg r. F aun. Incl ., Hept. 

I have seen two spec imens of thi s slende t· and ve ry hanclsome 

snr.ke, both from Sapatoom. On e of th em was found climbing up the 

wa ll of Dr. Frankfurter's house, a nd t he other IY:J.S kill ed in an adjoinin g 

• garden. 

Dr. Frankfurte t's specimen , caught in J uly, contained 4 eggs, 

without sig ns of a ny embryo. Tiwy were n a tTow and of g reat length. 

One, shrunk by spirit, measured HJ x 7 mm . 

Oolm· (in life). -W hite, wi t h large elongated 

onE' ext t>JJcling over t he back aml on t o the sides . 

spots become muc h smal ler a ncl are broken up. 

J~en!7ih . 700 mm. 

black spots, t>ach 

Poste ri ori y th ese 

Distn:tnttion. Tewtsserim, Siam an<l In<lo-China. 

15. * Zamenis mucosus. The Common B ut Snulce. 

Siamese, \1 l 'Vrl Vl'Cilll (nqtt hew tc,lan ). 
~ . 

A fairl y common snake and may be fo un<l al most an ywhere; 

fr,,quenting t he pacl i-fielcl:;, t he compmm ds in close proximity to th e 

t o1rn, and occas iona lly ente ring go-downs and out-houses. I t may be 

st>en mov ing about a t a ll h ours of t he day, n. nd is, I believe, chiefly 

diurnal in i ts hab its . 

A rnong;;t t hose who have but a sli gh t knowleclge of snakes, 

this speci.t>s, anrl less ofce n t he succeec'l ing one, a re not infr equent ly 

confounc'l ed with the Cob ra. Th ere i s so me justi ficat ion for this 

"'i\'laj nr \Vall , in the lnst nnm ber ol' t he Juurnnl uf the E umbay .:Y,Itural 
J-fistm·.?J Societ;;, urings fo rward ,;t.rong eYidl~ ll ~e to sit<)\\ thrrt thi s snake shou ld 
iu fut ure !Je placeLl iu the geu n:< Zaocys . 
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mistake, as the characteristic f~ature of the Cobra, its hood, i s by no 

means a lways appa1·ent, whilst in point of size and in geneml colm·a­

tion, there is a considemble superficial resemblance betwee n them. 
After the python , the Common Rat Snake grow.3 to a greater 

size than any other species founcl here, frequently attaining a length of 

seven or eight feet. The largest specimen that I have seen was kill ed 
one afcernoon on the lawn of the Sports Club, where it had taken up 
i ts position beneath a chair, in broarl dayli ght and with people about. 
It measm ecl 211 0 mm. (6.11 in .), and had jnst eaten three large toads, 

a fact which peJb:tbly accounted for its incautious behaviom on this 

occaswn. Another has been reco 1·clell ( Jot61'11 . R . N. H. S. ) measuring 

11.6 in ., but such a length is qnite unusual. 
In dispos iton I have found it a wild and excitable creature, 

seeking refuge in rapid flight when encou ntered, but defending itself 
vigorously if attacked. Although named the Rat Snal,e, its diet con­
sists chi ffly of frogR ancl toarls. It is one of the few snakes which is 

eaten by the count 1·y people. 
Oolo1· (in life). Above, from light Ol' dark olive-brown to olive-

. g reen, with \ve l! defin ed but irregular black cross-bars on the posteriot· 
half of the body and tail. 'rhe young have, in addition, a. series of 
li ght, dark-edged bat·s acro3s the anteriot· part of the body. 'rhese 

di sappear with age and after arlult life a re confined to the in terstitial 
skin. Below, pale ye llowi sh, the posterior ventral a nd sub-ca udal 
shields eclger1 wi th black. Ln.bial s yellow, edged \rith black. 

Dist?·ilmtion. .From I ndia to 8. Ch ina and th e M::t!ay 

Archipelngo. 

1 G. Zamenis korros. 

,')'illmese, -1 (1~1171 '/:l l~ (n~Jto hew tc~l!in). 
ll 

It is strange that Flower did not meet with this snake in 
Ba11gkok and only l'ecorcls two specimens from the country during his 

st::ty. I have fuuml it qui te as co mmon as the preceding species, but 
nut so nni ve rsally disLributell, confining itself chiefly to the patches of 
open brush-wood abont the edges of th e pacli-fields. It has st t·ong 
arhorea l tendencies and is far more often to be seen coiled on a branch 
in sorue hi gh bmh, than on the g 1·ou nd. At the " Ditches" it is qui te 
com mon, where it keeps company with Psamnw2Jhis conclanc~n~s ( al1·eacly 

described), and on one t~ tuticular aftemoon, after heaYy rain, l caugltt · 
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·or saw no less than twelve i'M. abou t an hour. Where these two species 
Eve during the dry n10nt.hs I have. not yet been ab le to discover, but 

t hey disappear from this ha a nt after N ovetuber and do ROt reappeaP 
u ntil the rains have aga·in set in. 

Lenguw, 2000 mJaq, ( Boulenger ), hut I have never seen any 

:specimen from Bang kok of sttch dim ensions. A very la1-ge ski11 in 

my possession, however, which I tlt ink n•ay be uB.doabtedly refe t't'ed 
t o this species , was recently kill ed by Mr. K edc1 ie in t he valley of t he 

Meklong. I t measu. red · in J. ife , 8 ft. ( 2440 mm. ). The d ried skin 

( of whicll a c<msi <l erabJe portion of the t ail ~" missing) meaw res 

2260 mm. 

Calor (in 'life). Above, oEve-brown, olive-green or olive-grey, 

t he scales on the posteriot· part of t he body ' a11<i tai l, erlgecl and 

t ipped with black . Below, r ich yellow i tt the alil.terior part, fading to 

pale yellowish or whitish ·behi 1~d. 

Dist1·ilndion. F rom the E. H inualayas to S. China anrl the 

:Malay .A rclnpelago. 

17. Coluber ra.diatus . 
._. 

Siamese, .:1 Yll.:J w: wnfJ (ngu lung rna1n·ao). 
!!I 

"Tang maprao," meaning t he mid-rib of t he coconut palm 

~eaf, refe rs to t he broad black bands w l~ich tJq is san.ke bears upon its 

.sides. The name, however, is not confi ned to thi s species, b ut may be 
il.1sed to designate any species that has a conspicuous bteml st ri pe. 

!t is n.ot a comrn0n snake in Bangkok, a lt hough it is more 

plentiful in the country dist ricts ow.tside. I t p refers the open count ry 

-or t he plantations and garclens aojg.cent t hereto, althOtlgh in search of 

food it will enter human habitations. I ts hab its and disposit ion are 

m uch like t hose of the Common Ra.t S11ake. 

'l'his snake possesses in a marked degt·ee the power of expandi ng, 

in a vertical direction, i ts t hroat and t he an te rior part of its bocly. 

'The point is well brollght Ollt in the plw tognp li , which shows a lso t he 

menacing attit ude adO(:ilted by this ~ reature when cot·neJ·ecl, 11·ith t he 

fore-pm·t of its body t hrown iHto a series of loop:> and t he mouth widelr 

.agape, reac1 y to dash a t anything. Unde r these conditions i t i '3 
extremely handsome, t he jet bbck ba.rs with which it is marked at thi s 

part showing up vividly against t he pale f~1wn of t he Pes t of the body. 

·The illustration shown is of a fi ne SJ!lecimen 1rhich was catlght crossin g 
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the ro[l,c1 one mornin g at Sam ;;e n·. It n evet' g l'ew accustomed to being 

hnnrlled, and the photogmph was taken after it had b een four months 

in ca.pitivity, when it was nearly as wil rl and fie t·ce as on the day i t 

was capt ut· cl Youn g ones I have k ept we t·e more gen t le and soon 

b ecame I a m e. 

The largest specimen I know of measured 1710 mm. lJut was 

incomplete. 'l'he tail was 30'0 mm. lung, and tlte lost tip would 

probabl y h:we added an other 30 mm. to it. 

O'olo·r (in life J Abo·ve, yeHo~Yi sh-bt'O \\·n , fa wn or fawn-grey, 

"·ith a di stinct reddish ti:; ge posteri orl y . A long each side of th e fore·­

part of the body are tht·ee black stt·ipes , the upper, bt'oad and 

conspicuous, th e seco n<1 , half th e '" idth and shorter, the third, very thin 

and much broken up, or or.casionally absent altogether. Below, 

ye1lowish white in ft·ont, pal e pearly g :·ey b eltinrl. Subcaudals, 

whit ish. A black line acl'oss the occiput n;nd tl1t·ee more radiating 

trom the eye. 

Distrilmiion. Ft·om the E. Himabyas to S . China and the 

:Malay Archipelago. 

18. Dench:ophis pictus. 77~e Pm'nted T1·ee Snake. 

A fJ irly common snake, .:md wid ely dist1·ibuted everywhere, 

frequenting the open brush-wood in the fields, the betel -nut and frui 1l 

gard ens, ::mrl th e compounds in the very h tJart of the town; loving the 

sunshine and on the move at all hours of the day. In dull \Ven.thet· it is 

nmch less active. It is thorough ly arboreal iu its habi t.s, and 

although it niDy be seen upon the gt·onndr it is, I believe, only when. 

in search of food . The speed at which it can travel when distmbed i~ 

amazing, nndt s almost li g htnin g-like in its rapidity. 

011riou~ly enough, for a creature oi such marked arborea l. 

tendencies, its diet [!,ppears to ccnsist entirely of frogs, not only 

tree-frogs, wh i.ch are comparatively rat'e, but the eommon frogs of th e 

padi-fields. I have never found anything else in the stomachs of 

specimens I baYe examined, and those I have kept in captivity lived 

Pntirely upon this diet, refusing a ll other kinds of food. The com­

inonest f-ie ld frog here is R ana limnocaris, and these constitute their 

main diet, but they are by no m eans particular. Oxyglossis lima, 
they refu ·ed , but there must be something very distasteful about thi 

little frog , for I have never known any snake to eat it. 

• 
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A..l though t he Painted Tree S nak e is not vicious or pl"One t o b ite 

in captivity, its shy disposition n eve l" seems to leave i t, a.Htl i t a.hwt~·s 

~·esents being hauclled. T ha.t i t ha.s t he po1Y8J' uf springiHg or 
p la ning from one tree to anothe l" , a. habit which hn.s given r ise t o the 

st.ories of flying suakes, .has been well estab lished. 

Leu,gth. 1200 mm., the tail fa nning from t to i of the tot:1.l 

measu remeu t . 

Calm· (in life). Above, b l"onze-bl"own. A creamy ye ll ow st1·ipe 

ru ns down t:>ach fi rtnk to t he veBt, horcle!"erl be low by a bla :k one of eq nal 

·wid th which passes alo1J g the costO-I'en tml junction , aml usual ly by a 

'lHJ.rrower one above in i ts posterior t wo-th irrls. Bt' low pearly wh·ite. 

Head with a blar.k band passing t hrougl< t he eye OB .to the neck. 

Upper labia ls white. Tongue pinkish. T he i nter:sl i tial skin of t hi:; 

s nake is ve ry hanrlsome, aml shows np st t"ong ly when t !Qe cre:tture, nndPr 

excitem~::nt, dilates its bocly. Up011 the neck and ant.eJ ·iot· part of t lw 

body it is p::de bllle, beh i1ll, pale gl'een . 

Dist?·i!notion. :b't·om Inclia to Inclo-Chimt a,nd t he .M:alny Arclii-

pelago. 

19. Siurotes cyclurus. 
' J1 "' 

Siamese. .:! l V\1 1J U.fli:J ( nu~~ hao lli klw-o.) 
'JJ 

A f<t i.rl y common and widely distributed species. It is nocru rn nl 

in its hab its, b ut may be found by day hiding itself awa,y in dark nooks 

:~.n d crannies i 1: a-l l sorts of situations. 

rrhis snak e is c redited by t he Siamese with giving utt erance to 

t hat peculiar, h ig h·· pitched, drawn-out whistling note, which is heard ::;o 

f requently by Bangkok residents after dark. Its S ia.mese title uf 

"pi kaa-o ", meaning li te ra~ l y "a crystai flute.", is given to it in 

recogn ition of this call, and is very app ropriate. I have kept no 

records, bnt be lieve it can be heard during any month in the year, 

a lthough it is most freque nt during t he hot, dry weather. I h:LYe 

often encleavotuecl to discover th.e ~ut ltor of t his sound, but have so far 

been unsuccessfu l, a ltlwugh I have strong reaso ns for thinking it i::; 

some k ind of bat. Mr. Gairdner, on t he other hand, tells me h.~ 

feels sure it is a species of cricket. The point upon which ll'e both 

agree is t hat it is not caused by t hi s snake, O t' in(let'(l.::tny snrtke 

a,t ali , although the idea that i t is so is widely be liered t hronglJOut 

th e couutry. 
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8inwtes cyclnms 1s a sluggish snake, and if encountered, as it 

may be, in the eal'ly moming or r.Jt dusk, wi1l often ma]{f.' no attempt to· 

move out of the way. In disposition, hvwever, it is fierce and vicious,. 

and captivity does not improve its temper. 
Length. 700 mm. ( Boulenge1·, Fcmna 'Malay Peninsnla, and 

Oat. Snc~kes, Brit. Mtose u1n). I hava seen many speci>m·ens longer 

than this , the biggest one measuring 865 mm. The largest l know of 

from Bangkok 1neasured 790 mm. 
Oolor. Very variab}e, but the ~hanges in Bangkok specimens· 

a re largely dua to age, the mmkings in old anes being very indistinct 

and o!'ten broken up. The Cataloyue- gives six varieties of this snake7 

none of 'vhich quite accord ·with the one that is found here. 

Above, light brown; with a series of narrow, ill-defined, black 

cross-ba1·s, every fo urt h one of which has a large dark brown, black­

edged dorsa1 spot or blotch, of which the}·e are i'ron'l1 11-16 on the body 

a11d 3-4, on the tail. ':Phe coloring of the cro~s-bars is confined chi efly 

to the edges of the scale3, and the dorsal spots are variable in shape7 

but arfl usually mesia11y indented. Below, pearly white, uniform. 

Head \Yith n:mrkings as in the illustmtion. Sometimes a handsome 

pink color tinges tne flanks and belly. 

This descl'iption ap plies to Bangkok specimens only, and 

although va1·iations from it will be met with in other parts of the 

country, it will be found sufficient to identify the snake an over Siam. 

Distribution. l!'rom K India and S. China to the Malay 

Archipelago. 

2'0. Simotes treniatus. 

Si~tmese. -iJ .:ltl~ ( nrpt ngm-t ). 
:11 

Quite as common as the preceding anJ found i:n similar 

situations. It is }ess aggressive in disposition. By tl1e Siam.ese it is 
accounted particularly venom.ous, but apart from its lack of poison 
apparatus, its small size render;:; it incapable of infl!icting anythin g 

more than a scratch. It feeds chiefly upon small frogs. 

Colm· ( in li fe ). Above, )ight brown with 4 dark brown 

longitudinal lines running down the body. The two median, border 
the vertebral row of scales and are continued to the tip of the tail, 

thE' two lateral, end at the vent. These lines are more or less 

~trong ly punctuated with b1ack dots; in the young more so than in th€' 

• 
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aclnlt. Below, bright coral-red upon a white ground, and with 
rectangular black spots laterally placed. They are most thickly 
distribu ted on the posterior part of the body, but vary considerably 
in number and may be almost entirely absent. Head with the 
:::haractel'istic family markings, but difft1ring slightly from S. cyclttrus 
(vicle illustration). Interstitial skin over the vertebral region, light 
yellow. 

Length. The largest specimen I have seen measured 475 mm. 
in length, the tail fanning 60 mm. This, however, is an unusual length, 
and specimeHs over L.LQO mm. are rare. 

Another distinct form of this snake exists in Bangkok, to which 

.M:t·. Boulenger lus now accorded the title of Mouhoti, in memory of 

the famm.B l!...,rench naturalist and traveller who discovered it. It is 
most easily distinguished from the preceding one by the presence of 
two black splotches upon the tail above, one at the base and anothe~" 

near the tip. For the full differential diagnvsis of these two, the reader 
is referred to page 70 of this Jowcnal. 

Distrib,ut·ion. Siam and lnclo-Ohina. 

Subfamily HOMALOPSIN£E.-The Fresh-water 

Snakes. 

Sic~meso, .:1 1Jm (ngu pla). 
ll 

B11ngkok, as might be expected from its low-lying position, is 
rich in fresh-water snakes. Out of some 15 species now known 

from this region ( Burma 11nd Inclo-Ohina to the Malay Peninsula.), no 
less thm1 9 havo been found here. They are not all strictly confined to 
fresh water localities, some of them being found along tlw sea coast, 

although never far from the mouths of rivers. Fresh-water snakes (th e 
term is used as opposed to sea-snakes) in Bangkok are mostly in evid­
ence 11t the end of the mi11s and during the early floods of the dry we:1thel'. 
The wholE> country <1t this time being more or less covered with water, 

they are able to make their way into the multitude of small ponds and 

ditches from which at other times of the year they are cut ofJ. During 
the dry months they retire to the river :1nd main canals and are mnch 

less often met with. The majority are of a sluggish disposition and 

are easily caught. On land theil' movements are clumsy. As far as 
is known at present, all of them are viviparous. 
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21. Hypsirhina enhydris, 

A common snake in Bangkok, and wi th the except ion of 
Ho1,~alopsis btwcatc~ , the most p1entiful of the whole family found here. 

I t may be met wi th in almost any of the \vater-ways whi ch intersect 
the country, usually lying quietly among t he weeds, with i ts snout 
projecting from the surface of t he wat.er. I t is not st rict1ly aquati c, 
and after stormy night s, in part.iculai·, may often be seen 0 11 land . It 

is never, however, found fa r feom water. I t is a very gent le sna ke, and 

I have never yP.t known one attempt to bite when lmndlt>cl . 
It appeal'S t o subsist chiefly on fi sh, bu t Mr. Herbert informs 

me that he once caught one which disgorged a skink (Mabuia) , a very 

unusual meal , I should think, foe this snake. 
Length. 680 mm. 
Calor (in life). Above, olive-brown, ol ive-g rey m· olive-green, 

with two or three more or less distinct li ght longiLudi nal bands. Th e 

last 3 rows of costal Ecal es are al tem ate ly lemon-yellow, pale pinkish, 
and again yellow. Below, pale yellowish, with a blac:k lin e along 
each side of the ventrals, and usually a thin medi an on e, formed by <t 

series of dots . The handsome coloring of the last 3 cost.al rows of 
scales is, I believe, peculiar to S iam, aml, sometimPs, Burma. 

Dist?·ibtltion. From India and S. China to th e Mala y 

Archipelago. 

22. Hypsirhina bocourti . 

A rare snake in Bangkok, hut more plen t ifu l in t he conntry 
districts round about . In t he fields by Aynthia and also at Ba11 l:l.na 

Takhe, it is not uncommon, ancl as the conntry and the canaL dry np 
with the advance of the hot weather, and its places of lnb itat brcome 

limited, it can almost invariably be met with. 
Like Jr. enh yd1·is it is not strictly aquatic in its habit·s. Its 

t emper is uncertain , and it is not a snake to handle carelessly, although 
if lifted qnietly it will usually make no at tempt to bite. 'l'hose I ha ve 
k ept fed free ly upon frogs. 

'rhis snake, fo r it s length, has great girth, ·part.icularly in adult 
life, while the sinist er expression upon its face, together wit.h the tbi c: k, 
bloated appenranc:e of its bocl y, c ombine t o make it the mo;;t un graceflli 

and repulsi \'e looking snake that I know of. 

• 
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J,enr;th. Up to ll~O mm. The tail is Rhort, moasuring about 
one-seventh of the total length. 

OolO?· (in life). Above, very dark oli vfl-green, sometimes almost 

bhck, "·ith regular cross-bars formed by chains of yellow or brown 
spots, a11d less well-defined longitudinal lines produced by a median 
spot in each scale. 'l1 he dark ground-color tapers on the sides into a 

::;eries of transverse bars, IYhich are prolonged to the mid-line on the 
belly, but are continuous beneath the tail. 'l'he notches thus formed 

are deep yellow in color, the ventrals, pale yellowish or whitish. 
Head brown, labials and chin-shields yellow, the scales edged with 
black. 

'rh is description applies to the young ancl young adults, but as 
ao·e ad vane e.~ the dorsal bars and lines tencl to increase in size an cl 

"' ob::;cure the ground color, so that in old specimens the pattern is 

seldom apparent. 
The draiYing of the head is by 1\Ir. 0. L. Gt·oumhvater, to whom 

l am also indebted for all the other dmwings in connection with this 

article. 
Distrilndion. Siam, Indo-Ohina aud the Il1alay Peninsu~a. 

23. Hypsirhina iagorii, 

J11 lower, in his list,, mentions three specimens of this snake which 
he obtained in Bn.ngkok. 

Dist1·iln<tion. Sin.m and Inclo-Ohina. 

24. Hypsirhina smithii. 

This snake, of which only one specimen has so· far been ob­
tained, is described for the first time on page 61) of this Jo7G?'ittGl. 

25. Hypsirhina chinensis. 

Boulenger, in his Oatalogtw of Snakes, mentions a specimen from 
Bangkok which is in the Christiania Museum. 

Distribniion. Siam, Inclo-Chinn. and China. 

26. Homalopsis buccata. 

The commonest of all the family of fresh water snakes in 

Bangkok, and n.s regards length, the largest. It is frequently met with 
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by those working in the saw-mills, owing to its fondness for sheltering 
in the large holes that arl3 found in the interior of teak logs. Here, 
where it can lie undisturbed, half-submerged, and in almost complete 
darkness, it no doubt finds an ideal retreat during the hours of day­
light. In captivity it quickly becomes tame. Its food consists of 
frogs and fish. Flower credits it with more intelligence than most 
snakes and writes that the ones he kept could distinguish him from 
strangers. A female in my possession recently gave birth (Aug. 7th) 
to 9 young ones. They were extremely lively and strongly resented 
my handling them. They were born in the water and were thorough­
ly at home in it, but the mother sought the land as soon as her 
operations were completed. 

Length. The largest specimen I have seen was a female, which 
measured 1310 mm., the tail forming 275 mm. Length of the youug 
just born, taken from the above brood, 325-360 mm. 

ColO'I' (in life). Above, dark brown or plum-colored, the calor 
ending abruptly on. the sides, and with pale, yellowish, dark-edged 
cross-bars, alt-ernately complete and incomplete. Sides yellow, fading 
to pale yellowish or white upon the ventrals, which have a series of 
black dots, placed laterally. U ndet· surface of tail thickly cove reel 
with black. Head brown, with ill-defined markings, the most pronounc­
ed being a pale wing-shaped mark on the occiput, a dark V on the snout 
and a dark band passing backwards from in front of the eye. 

In the young the ground color above is quite black, and the 
markings are white and clearly defined. In the old ones they become 
indistinct and may be almost absent, so that the dorsum presents an 
almost uniform brown calor. 

Distrib~dion. From Burma and Indo-China to the :Malay 
Archipelago. 

27. Cerberus rhynchops. 

I know of a single specimen which was caught at Samrae. It 
is an inhabitant of river mouths and the adjoining sea coasts. I have 
also examined specimens from the sea coast at Dangtaphan and from 
the Inland Sea at Singgora. I do not know of any other records of 
this make from Siam. 

Distrib~dion. From I nclia and Indo-Ohina to the M alay Ar­
chirelago. 
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28. Hipistes hydrinus. 

Boulengee';; Ontalo:~ue rf Snakes mentions a specim en from 

Bangkok. 
Distn:lnd~·on . Mouths of rivers :: nd coasts of P t>gn , Siam and the 

Maby Peninsula. 

~9. Herpeton tantacula.tum. The Tentacle Snake. 

SicL1nese, ~ nr~ m.:J ( ng~L k?·a-dang ). 
'lJ 

This curious lookin g snak e, although not common in Bangl(ok 
itself, is more numerous in some of th e water-ways in the neighbom­
hood. At Bang-pa-in it is not uncommon, and also at Petriu, and pro­

bably many other places, but being strictly aq natic in its habits, is not 
often met with unless carefully hunted for . The strange antennae-lik e 

appendages which protrude from the snout, serve to distinguish it at 
once from all other snak es. Speaking of these appendages 1!-,lower statt>s: 

" In life the tentacles of t.he snout are soft, capable of expansion and 
re'traction, and apparently very sensiti ve ; the snake constantly 

moves them about, as if they performed the function of the antennae 

of Arthropods ............. When the specimen is placed in spirits the 
tent.ac]es retract and are not so conspicuous as in life." 

I am unable to agree with this at all , and as Flower was a mos t 

careful observer , I canuot help thinking that, as he wr·otB his article 
aft.er he had left the countt-y, he must, in thi s case, have been relyin g 

on his memory. I have oiten kept these snakes in captivity and have 

paid much attention to the " tentacles," and Major Sprater , who has 

also kept them, entirely agrees with me. 
The t·ostml appendages ( as they are technically termecl) of this 

snake are not soft, but arE\ covered with hard scales akin to those .upon 

t he ot het· parts of t he body . In the process of sloughing they are 
thrown off as a complete cast with the rest of the skin . Th ey are not 

capable of expansion and retract.ion, although th ey have a wid e range 
of movemeut as regards a ppt·oxi mat ion and tli vergat ion. \V hen the 

snake lies benen.t.h th e watet·, they are pointed in a forward direction ; 

with the snout protruding above the surface, a common position for this 

snake to assume, they at·e laid flat back on either side against the 

upper lips. 'rhey are seldom moved, but are gene rally allowed to flop 
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about in an inert manner, more like useless appendages t;han organs 

with any function. Th ey ar·e not sensit ive, and may be examined freely 

without any reeentment on the part of their owner. Their use is still 

un1mown. Th e photogrnph of the head shows th em very well. 

I have never known this snake to bite when handled, or make 

any attempt to escape. It feeds, 1 believe, entirely npon fi :;h. I ts 

S iamese name, " ngu krarliing", is g iven to it on account of the stiff, 

11nbending attitude which it assumes when can ght. I have been in­

formed by a high auth ori ty in th e lang nage that the wor·J "l.::racl::mg " 

cannot properly be u~ed in this sense; it is, however, the explanation 

commonly given by the country people, thoug h ont~ wo11ld certainly 

have expected, knowing their aptitude for picking out salient features, 

th~t tht:'y would have cho.sen the " tentacle:;'' on this occasion. 

J,e? l·(J th. 770 m m. 
Oolm· (in life ). Above, I'ecldish brown , \Yith a dark , il'l'eg n­

lal', longitudinal stripe on either side of tl1e vet·tebral line, and a 

broader lateral one commencing at t he nose and pas.sing through 

th e eye. Below, pale yellowish, with vel'y similar stripes, the two me­

dian of which bcmlet· th e ventral scales. A.nte riol'iy, some tbrk dot·sal 

cross-bars, and a series of \Yhite, cbrk-edge.tl , ventral sputs. 

Disl l' i lndiu·,&. Siam ilntl lnclo-l'hina. 

( 'l 'o II(J conchtded). 

• 
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