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MISCELLANEOUS KOTES. H9 

'Count Gyldenstolpe, but he did n0t find it south of P.rae, or near 

Bangkok. 
Mr. Barton writes of it in the same way fro111 Raheng, and 

Mr. Gairdner reports the same from the W esteru boundary, but I an1 
not aware that it has been recorded f ront anywhere nea•r Bangkok. 
Dn the 20th 5 une iast, I found this bird in large numbers between the 
river and Chieng.rak Station, and obtained specimens of both male and 

f!'mt.de. The distinctive mark between these two is the colour of the 
beak, which is red on the male and black en the ft>male, and I found 
the Siamese call thtjm by different names . Blanford, in ·t he F'auna of 

B1·itish India , after giving the distribution of this b ird in hdia, says 
ri.t is found throughout t he whole of Barma, the .A.ndaman Islands 

{not the Nicobars), Cambodia, Cochin China, and parts cf Southem. 
China, f'O one would natnrally expect to find it throughout the whole 

of Siam at certain seasons of the year, and this is probably the case. 

E . G. HERBERT. 
August, 1914. 

No. IX.-SM.A.LL MINIVET ( PERIOIWOO'l'US PEREGRINUS) 

BR~EDING IN BANGKOK. 

Pe?·ic?·ocotus pe,·eg?·inus. 500. Fa1ma B1·it. India. The 
·occurrence of tbs pretty bird in Bangkok seems to be little known, 
though it may be seen in the fruit ga rdens on the West side of the 
river, aud mot·e fr·eqnently on the mangrove trees . along the banks 
of the river at the lower end of the Harbour. 'l'he bright scarlet 

of the breast and rump are very conspi cuous as the birds flits around 
the outer br·anches of the trees in search of insects. 'l'he Siamf:'S t> 
JJame ;is "Nok si. champoo talay "-the p ink bird from the sea, and 
it is said that they migrate South for breedillg in the sp ri11 g, and t.hf:'n 

return here for the remainder of the year. ·whether any of t.he birds 

actually do this I cannot say, but many of them certa inly breed in 
Bangkok during April, May and June .. 

In .A.pTi.l, I often saw them in pairs, and occasionall y in May, 
and from earl y June I se veral times saw o!Cl ami. young out together, 
and watched the young being fed by the female. It then appt>arPcl 
fairly conclusive t hat these birds were breeding 11f~ re, ancl after C0n­

siderable search, and watching the bi-rds, a nest of fully fledged young 
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was found on J nne the 11th. Another \'.• ith well fledged birds was 

fut::m1 on the fo1 lowin g clay. The first nest was on one of the outet• 
bra11Ches near t he top of a hi g h cluri::m tree. h was built of fine 
fibre wh ich was stuck on to the upper sirle of a branch , and then 
emoted wit.h li chen, so that it resemb-led a knot or e-xcrescen:)e on the 

branch. It was a flat cup-shaped nest measuring 3t in. diametet• 

out'1ide, by ! in. cl eep, (~ n cl it was only with the greatest difficulty 
t hat it cou ld be mncle out., e1ren with glasses. The oth ~ r nest was stuck 

on to tile leaf-stem of a h igh betel p(:d m, and was L !most as difficult 

to see. In both cases the nest.s were only found hy watching the 
parent birds carryi 11 g food to t he young, and i t would be practically 
imposs ib le to fi nd a nest without wD; tching the bi rds ei:ther building 
or feeding the young. 

E. G. HERBERT. 

No. X -OCOURRENt;E OF THE OIITNESE FRANOOLIN 
( FRANOOLINU8 OIIINENSI S) .IN BANGKOK. 

I n the Preli111inary List of the Birds of Bangkok by Mr. W.J.F. 
vVilliamson, published in Vol. I No. 1, of th is Journal, the number 
opposite the name Ch inese Francolin, is marked with an asterisk to 

inclicate that no specimons have been obtained, although the occutTence 
of t;he bird is believed to be tolerahly certain. I bdievG the occurrence 
is quite C.:l rta in , but I consider that the birds in question have fl ither 

escaped from' captivity, or been freed for t he purpose of making merit, 
or are the offtipr ing of snch birds. I do not k now that it would be 

conect to desct·ibe birds bred in th is way as " of Bangkok," except in 

a very limited sen::>e. I ha\'e had occasion to move about a good deal 

in Krungtep ( Bangkok ) P rovince, both in t he wet and dry seasons, 
and I have nevee seen any of these birds, or heard of them as 
indigenous or. likely to be found. They are birds of the · highee dry 
lands, preferably with some bush-jung le about for cover, and them I 
have found them, but such country does not exist in Bangkok 

l)rovince. Several years ago I •vas in the northem part of the 
P rovince, in Klawng H.angsit dist1·ict, where the land had not yet been 
taken up for cultivation, and was covered 'v ith grass jungle. There, if 
a ny,vhere-the jungle being more or less undisturbed-one would have 

ex pccted to hear of them, but I never either saw or heard them. Some 
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