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ON TWO NEW SQUIRRELS FROM THE 
INNER GULF OF SIAM. 

_,._..,.... 

lh l'. BonE:-; }:wss, ·1<'. ;';.::3. 

J11 January 1810 1 paid a short vis it to Koh Si Uhang *in t]u., 

htlH:'l' Gulf of Siam and at it:; conclu:;ion (having no time to go 011 

myself to the next islancl) sent my eollector;; to Koh Phai. 

Koh Si Chang has been regarded of late as the type locality of 

s,)·iurns fi-alay.~oni, but in looking through the history of that name it 

hecomes evident that this i:; " mistaken l'iew and that it applies to tht-> 

white squirrel of tl1e Siamese mainland. 

8ciunts .tinlnyso;1i 'vvas described by Horsfielcl in 1824· (~oologicol 
flesearches in 'Java) from specimens collected by Dr. Gcorge Ii'in layson. 

tlte 11aturalist who accompanied Crawford in his mission to Riam and 

Cambodia. Jt is evident that Horsfield, when erecting the species, had 

in mind the mainland H.nimal, fot· he says that it is BnJfon's "Ecnri el 

blanc de Siam,. which was ;;een at Lonpeen, a viila.ge situated in tht> 

extensive fe3t'e sts of Siam, Ly P. Tacharcl in his tl'avels. '.l'he accotlllt 

of the species closes with an ext-raet from Finlay::;on'.~ manuscript 

describing the whit.e squirrel which ends "one of the specimens wa~ 

hot by Lieut. l{uthel'ford on the I slands ealled Sichang in the Gulf of 

Siam:' It Is once more obvious that ~'inlaysou, too, was dealing with 

the mainland animal and that thii:l reference to the isl::mr1 example was 

;nerely a detail as to extent of range. 

l i'nrther Horsfielcl. i.u the Catalogtte of the !~l'wnm((lior. 1:u. the Mto~CIIifll 

!ftheEcbst h teliu, Cornpan-y, 1851, aga in gives tbe locality of a specimen 

of S . .finlaysoni as Siam, while AnJerson who per:;onally studied all tlw 

t.ypes of what he regarded as varieties of 8cin't'IJ,S .fm·l·ugineus states 

('hootogical Resetr,rch in YnnJW,tt, p. 241) that " the type of S. finlaysoni 
was obtained 1n Siam by Dr. F'inlarson aml another was pl'orured by 

t;he same traveller in Sichang Id ... 

* Knl1 ( Si,t.lne:<P )= I ,fa111l. 



'l'his n ew of the case is mnch more satisfactory than t he opinion 

J, e]d by recent workers, for the type of t~1 e jinlayson1: gmnp will t ht:n 

be one of the mainland animals and not a r1egenerate island form, 

whiclt on account of its small s i~e and rather yellower colour, r equire,: 

a ::;eparate name an cl may be known as :-

Sciurus finlaysoni portus. 

8cillnts jinlrlff-'Oni, A nderson, loc. cit. supra ; b'lower (padi m) 

1'. 50. 8. 1900, p. 355; '\Vroughton, Ann. o-ncl l'viil.tj. Nal. lfist., ser. tl . 

vo l. ., L, p. 398 (Hl08); Cylrl enstolpe (partim) .ih!.:i·I' Jfi?' Y.ootnrti , T3anr1 

i"l, no. 23, p. 11 (191 -'l.). 

'J'·.we. . \dnlt male (skin and. kull) No. 1038/ CBK. Colle('ted on 

l(oh Si Uhang, lnner Gnlf of Riam, 2Gth Jann:1.ry , 1915. 

nhamctl't'S. Like 8. finlaysoni .tinlnyMJ?/7: of the Siamese mainland 

hnt small er and rather yellower, 

('oloi.W. T vory yellow tlwonghout, most intense on the upper 

~udi:we and tn.il; hnt paler. almost white, on sides of head, chin and 

l'ot·eli m bs. Skins of nostl'ils, J ip. ea1·s, soles of both ±eel', genitals black. 

J•;yes black. V ibrissae black, 

liec~wu.nJrnent.o. J•:ar 17.5 '"' Skull : b::tsi lar length 3ti .5, ])l·ainca;::e 

Jn-eadt.h 21.7, proximal breadth of nasals :3.3, distaJ breaclth of nasal::; 

li.0. ~'or other measurement·:; see table p. 161. l ~ar,; of the ::;erie,; 

17- 19 mm. 
8pAcime·ns r-,~;,~,, i ·,.er.l. 'f,,·enty-;::even ; ii fteeu males and twP I ve 

i't•nw.les·, all from the type locality. 

/,' euu.wkt:. J found 8. f. pO?·i-n.< 1·e ry l:Ommon on J(oh Si Chang 

and very fe::trless. Its small si11e is dn e to its insular habitat and t o 

the poverty of the vegetat ion, large scrub rather t han forest, with 
11·h ich the island is eovered. It ru ns bnsily ahout the stem::; a ntl 

branches, often almost cl escencling to the gronncl, in its search for foorl. 

The pelage of mall.V of the animals obtained is consirlerably abraded 

and in every r:ase has a sticky feeling very different from the smooth 

;.;-lossy hair of other squirrels, while both as skins a.ncl in t he 1-l esh a 

peeuliar characteristic odour attaches to them. 

ln the series a number of animals have black vibris,;ae like the 

type, in an equalntunber the vibrissae are pure white, whil e ~omelmve 

* Alllll •'a:< !l l'l'llll'llh in ntilli lll l'1rt~. 
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tlwm black and white mixed. ln about half the series the hairs of the 
distal half of the tail are black tipped. 

S .. finlc~ysoni finlc~ysuni has been recorded by Anderson from the 
mainland, by Flower from the Banpakong River, by Bonhote from the 
Menam at an altitude of 75 metres, by Wroughton from the Menam 
and Cambodia, and by Gyldenstope from the Korat Plateau. 

Sciurus finlaysoni folletti. 

T!Jpe. Adult female (skin and skull; No. 1991/CBK. Collected 
on Koh Phai, Inner Gulf of Siam, 2nd 1!-,ebruary, 1915. 

OhcwacteTs. Pelage generally greyish yellow; size small. 
Oolmt~·. Hairs of pelage above deep neutral grey at base, at tips 

i\'ory yellow, top of head slightly deeper yellow; the sides of head, fore 
and hind limbs greyer owing to decrease in the yellow element, pro­
bably dne to wea1·. Below, the base of the fur is light grey and the 
yellow tips are less distinct. Axillae and groin slightly washed with 
tawny. Toes of fore and hind feet blackish, the hairs only slightly 
tipped with yellow. Tail above rather paler than back, below slightly 
yellower, the cl is tal half obscurely banrled grey and i vary yellow : the 
tip blackish. Vibrissae black. 

Sht~ll ancl Teeth. Do not diff~r the from the Koh Si Chang race of 
S. jinla.ysoni eithet· in size or characters. 

JJJeasn1·ements. Ear 21, Skull: basilar length 36.6, braincase 
breadth 22, proximal breadth of nasals 3.'1, distal .breadth of nasals 6. 
For other measurements see table p. 162. Ears of the series* 19-
~3 mm. 

Specimens examinecl. Thirty-eight ; seventeen males and twenty­
one females, all ft·om the type locality. 

RemaTks. This squirrel is subject to a CE\rtain amount of varia­
tion. \Vhen the pelage is abraded, as is frequently the case, the dorsal 
region is considerably darker and greyer than as given above. In some 
animals there is no tawny wash on axillae and groin, in others these 
areas are pale chesnut ancl the lower abdomen is also suffused with this 
colour. 

One example has the tail ivory white throughout as in 8. finlaysoni 
portus from the neighbouring island, two or three have the tip only 
darkened, while in a number of the specimens the tail is throughout 

l! Measured Ly aaLi re colledur. 
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obscurely and coarsely banded dark and light. 'rhere is also a tendency 
to a slight darkening along the median line of the under-surface which 
is, though very indistinctly, margined from the colour of the sides. 

In size this race most nearly appt·oximates among mainlaml 
animals to Sci'u?·us flo~cm·i, Bonhote (.Ann and }.fau. N1~t . Hist., ser. 7, 
vol. VII. p. 455, 1901), but, as Mr. Bonhote himself has noted, the 
affinities of that species are not very clear so that for the present I 
prefer to treat the Koh Phai animal as a race of S .. finlaysoni. In colour 
there is a partial resemblance to certain phases of S. bocozwti, .Milne 
Edwards (Wroughton, lac. cit. supm), but the presence of a white tail 
in several examples indicates a connection with the Koh Si Ohang 
squirrel. 

I have named this island race after Mr. 0. B. Follett, Superinten­
dent of Police in charge of Koh Si Ohang and Koh Phai, whose assistance 
rendered it possible for me to send collectors to the latter island from 
Koh Si Ohang after I returned to Bangkok. 
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MEASUREMENTS OF SCIURUS Ji'IN L.AYSONI POR'l'US IN MILLIMETHES. 
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.Kob Si Chang, Iuner G u!E of Siam M I SO 190 ·H 4-5 ;J9 19 I 10.3 9 15 26.5 11.8 Hll7 
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" " :A£ 179 J G6 42 45 37.7 19 10 !J .l 15 25.6 12.4 1918 

" " " F 190 193 4+ .. 3 47.5 39 .3 19.2 l OA 9.2 15.4 27.7 13 1923 

" " l, ~:I 181 17G 42 45 37.4 18.3 10 8.8 15.6 2G.G 13 1925 

1 ~ " " 
F 200 190 4.) 47.7 -i1 20 10.! 9.5 16.7 28 12 1935 

" :-' " M 197 183 H 46.3 39 .5 19.5 1 10.7 8.7 16.7 27.5 12.6 1938 

" ' I " M 202 183 13 45.9 3() 19 .7 10 .6 9 16.4 1 26.7 12.2 1939 
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• 

-

Remarks 

Adult 

, 
Agecl 

Ad ult 

Aged 

AclLI!t . Type 

" 
" 

Aged 

ALlult 

" 
" 

• 

a 
~ 
+-:1 
~ 
" a 
~ 
t::j 
--< 
~ 

0 
-:) 

c::::l 

~ 
~ 
b;j 
:::-; 
'V:! 

~ 
~ 
'::J 
~ 
~ 

tQ 
::;:: 
""" :-'I 

...... 
m ...... 



MEASUREMENTS OF SOIURUS JJ'lNLYSONl FOLLET1'I IN MILLDIETRES. ..... 
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