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ON TWO NEW RATS FROM THE INNER 
GULF OF SIAM. 
----M·~---

BY U. JJouE:\' Kwss, 1:'. ;!,, , '. 

During a short vitiit t::J Kol1 :::i Cluwg aurl Kob ll!Jai, l obtained 

a number of specimen's of Epimus 1·atltLS, whiclt appears to be the only 

species of terrestrial mammal inhabitin g the t1ro islands other than the 

squirrels that I have already dealt 1rith in the Joumal of t.hi s Society. 

These rats differ suffic ien t ly hom each other and from any 

named form of E . ?'cdtt68 ft·om South-East Asia to make it nec~ssary 

to describe them. From Flower's notes ori the common rats of Bang­

kok ( P. Z . S. 1900, p. 361) it \\'Onld seem that the animals of that 

locality are in part of son~ewhat si1nilar type. 

Epimus rattus portus, subsp. nov. 

'l'!Jpe. Aged male ( skin·ancl skull) No. 104·1/0 H. K. Collect­

ed on Koh Si Ohang, Inner Gn lf of Siam, 27th J'anuary, 191 5. 

Oluwa,ctm·s. A long-tailed race of E. 't'a.tl·us of notably yellow 

and bri ght colouration. 

Colow ·. Above lig ht ochraceous-tawny becoming paler on 

the s ides and limbs and. striped ( C0!1l'se ly griz:ded) on the dorsal 

regiou by the cl ark tips of flexible pale-basell spines and longer 

dark piles, the latte t· being most conspicuous on the rump. Base of 

fur grey. 
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Under-~mface to the bases of the hairs, \\"hite, fairly clearly 

margined, and Gontinuous do\\"n t he thighs to t he hind-feet which a re 

consp icuously pale. Tail dark th roughout . 

8k·ull cmcl 'l'ileth. H ardly differ from t hose of mainland animal 

except that tl! e er ani um seems to be mther nart·owet· ot· more pear­

shaped, 011·ing to t he closer approximation of th e parietal ridges while 

the sides of t he cranium are less veri ical. 

.ilieasu1·eme11ts. Ba rs of type, 2LL, of the series, 22-2L.L mm. 

l~or other m E' nsut·e ments see tabl e p. 2~3. 

S pecimrmR e;vaminecl. Thirteen, all from 1\:olt ti i Cha ug. 

Hm1uwks. Th e li g ht upper snrb,ce closely resemb ling in colour 

the back of some races of sunfe1' rats nHtt'kedly sepamtes t his form 

from the much clarker, du ller nninlaucl animals. This bright back 

and th e plll'e white unrle t· smface see m furth er to be present at all 

ages, as young individual s do not differ f rom adults . 

Epimys rattus poenitentiarii, subsp. nov. 

'l'!JPe. Adu lt mal e (ski n ant'l skull ) No. 1966/ C. B. K. Collect­

ed on Koh Phai, Inn er Gulf of Siam, 1st February, 1£115. 

D·iaynoRis . Colout· like E. 1' . po1't·us but s ize rathet· smaller. 

Skull like that]!). 1·. po1·tus but with bul lae markedly small er and less 

d ilated than i~ t he case both with it n.nd with the mainland animal. 

M'ec~s·tt?·ements . Ear of type 23, of series 21-23 mm. 

li'or other measurements see t abl e p. 22L.L. 
Specimens examined. :B, ifteen all from Koh 1-'ltai . 

Bemcwl.:s. Besirles being a rather less robust animal t he cons­

picuous difference i n s i ~e and fo rm of bu llae compel separa t ion of this 

animal from that of Koh Si Ohang and the mainland. 
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A1EA8URBMENTS OF BPIMYS RA'l'TUS. SUBSP. 

Subspecies and Locali t ~· 

L'pi 111 y.s rattus po1·tus. 
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180 I 217 I 3G I -J3.5 I 38.5 I 12.6 I 7.H 8.0 I 1G.7 I G.O I 21.1 I 192G 

195 I 223 I 38 .. :; I 45.0 I 39.1 I 12.3 I 7.7 8.'1 I 16.3 I n.2 I 19.8 I 1928 

188 I J!J4 i 37 I 4-G .O I 3!J.7 I 12.7 I 7.8 8.7 I 1G.2 I 4.8 I 19.6! 1929 

18± I 214 I 35 I '!:>.3 I 39.5 I 12. 3 I 8.0 8.6 l 17 .o I 5. 1 I 20 8 I 1930 

198 I 2H I 3 l I ,!6.0 I 39.5 I 12.0 I 7.8 8.5 I 18.0 I 5.4 I 21.8 I 1931 

H.2 I 38.6 I 11.7 I 7.3 8.2 I 16.0 ; '1.9 I 21.1 I 1933 

Remarks. 

Arlult 

Aged 

Atlult 

190 I 210 I 36 

199 I 228 37 17.2 I 1H I 13.1 I 7.3 !l.± I 17.7 I 5.5 I 21.1 1 1941 I 'l'ype, aged 

180 I 214 I BG I '!3.8 I 38.5, 11.91 7.3 

185 220 35)) 1-3.5 38.il 12.1 7.2 

l!H I 216 I 36 'l3.5 I 38.3 I 11.7 I 7.7 

8.1 I 1.5. •1 I 4.9 I 20.5 I 1 9·12 

8.2 I 16.5 I 4.9 I 20.9 I 19±3 

8.0 I 16.1 I 5.0 I 21.5 I 1944 

.Adult 
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lvlEASUREMER TS OF EPI MY RATTUS. S UBSPP. 
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Sul>snecies a nd Locality I I ~ ,...0 ~ 2 ,_. E - ~ .S = ..o <l -= ~ ..= ~o. Remarks :::.,.. 
. , ~ ~ ~~ ~-~.Z ~ 3 ~ tli~ ~ ~c;fn ~~2 g~ ut-i 
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r-3 
Epim.!J.; 1·attu-< pucnitenliarii.. I J \ I § 

.1\oh Phai, Inn er Gulf of Siam ~ 17G I ~OS ~~ 4~ .0 il:-~ 11.2 :·~ 8.1 J!~ -~ :·+ I' :0.2' l l:l~ ~ Aclnl l t 
1' 188 209 ,3,3 ,12.8 3t.2 11.5 1.2 8.9 1 G.b a.O _0,8 1 .Juf, , ~ 

::II 18 7 219 35 42.+ 37.0 ll.O 1 .3 8.2 J:"i.~J ±.S I 20.0 1%8 Aged f2; 
;\I 186 20(1 3G 42.8 37.8 11.3 8.0 8.6 15.8 +. ·1 1 \l.:; 1 !lG I Adult ~ 

() 
"M 185 2 I ii 3G <!i3 .7 38.0 11.8 7.ii 8.1 J7.2 +.7 20.:; 1!JG2 , t-; 

::::1 
M 209 220 ;)7 -tU 37 .3 11.5 7.2 8. 1 1i5.::i 4.7 1!l.!l J%4- ., j 

' 
M 1S t 20fi 36 H.O 58.0 11 .2 7.G 8.7 16.2 4.ii J!J.!J 19Gi'> , ~ 

M 182 20!l 3G 43 .G 37.8 12.0 6.9 !J.2 J G.7 5.0 20 .0 J!l66 Type, Agc•1 ~ 

:t\1 1 1 77 20G 11.5 I ·~2.0 36 .8 11.1 7.8 8.8 1.).2 ±.7 20.2 J!J67 At1nlt ~ 
F 1 !J2 217 3G H.S 37Ji 11.1 7.1 8.8 J 6.0 I +.5 1 !J .• ]. I!J68 , 
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