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SOME NOTES ON SCIURUS FINLAYSONI, AND 

OTHER SQUIRRELS OF SIAM . 
.......... 

HY C. BooEx Kwss, ]!'. 7.. S. 

'I'hrough the kindn ess of Dr. lHalcolm S mi th I have recentl y 

received from L opbu ri , two fresl1 spiri t specim ens of the "white" 

squirrel of Siam ( Sciumsfinlc~ysoni.fi'nlc~yt>oni, Horsfield). 

As our kn ow ledge of t his species is Ycry sli ght and is baeed 

mainly on old and badly-preparecl specim en ::; I have taken the fol lowin g 

measurements of these two examples and, in orc1e r that th e difference 

in size between t hem and my r ecentl y desert bed 8 cim·us .finlaysoni 

]J01'i'1~S from Koh Si Chang may be seen at a g lan ce, have placed in a 

third column the ?JWmi77W?n dimensions from Lhe tahle of measurements 

accompanying my accoun t of that small island mce .I 

8 . f. .finlc~ysoni 8 . f. po?·t·us 

Lopburi K o S i Chang 
----"----.. 

Mal e Fernale Maxim um , both sexes . 

Head ancl body 210 207 202 
Tail ~07 218 193 
Hind foot 4·8 49 tj,t.L .5 

Skull: -

Greatest length ... 51.3 53.0 tJ,7. 7 

Condylo-basilar length 43 .0 1.L4.0 41.0 
Pala.t.ilar len gth .. . ~0.9 21. 2 20.0 
Diastema ... 11.2 11.4 10.7 
Upper molar row ... 10.0 ] 0 tl, 9.5 
Interorbital breadth ... 19.\:1 19.0 ] 7.0 
Zygomatic breadth ... 32.3 0l.G 28 
Median nasal length ... 14.7 17. 0 13 

A large series of t he mainland animal 1ronld doubtless sh ow 

much g reater differences than are evi dent here, but even with the 

present materia l these are suffi ciently di stinct. 

J. (111 f Pfl, p. 1-"i? . 
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In the account of S . j'. p01·t1ts it was stated t hat that race was 

rather yell ower than the mai nland form , but t he fresh materia l shows 

that th e co ntrary i s t he case espec ia ll y about t he rump and base of 

tail. In both races t he base of th e fu r of t.h e upper sirle is pale g rey; 

t he large series of S. f. porhts ( 26 exampl es ) i :> very va riable in that 

respect.; llHlll Y are as g rey as th e ma inland pair but again man y have 

the g rey very pale and confin ed to the ext.reme roots of th e hai t'. 

'l'here are n o other differences between th e two : both have 

black eye and so les. 

Dr . .A.nderson wh en discussin g the squinels of this type2 classecl 

them all as form s of Sci·tt?'"!tsfen·ngineus, :F'. Cuv. , but ,jinlaysoni, dating 

f rom 1824·, is th e olde r nam e in th e g roup if we admit the 1elated ness 

of ma11Y of th e squirrels of Bu rma and S iam as .A.IlCl t> rson maintained. 

Th e latest review of t hem is t hat of J\11·. R. C. vV t·oug h ton in th e 

Annals cmcl Ma:Jazine of Ncdtwal Histo1'y 3 under the titl e " On th e 

form s of Sqni l'!'e l hi ther to classed under Se . finlaysoni , Horsf. " 

Therein 8. fm'?"ttljineus of Burma and S . cinnanwmetts, Temm., 

of Siam are g iven rank as dist in ct species on the g round that th e 

form er has bla ck feet whil e tlw latter has n ot, but the reason seems 

inadequat e for regardin g th e se as other t han subspecies offerntg·ineus. 
Fu rt her it seems to me poss ible to arran ge th f:' forms dealt with 

by M r . Wrotig hton in such a \my that th eir affi niti es are more clearly 

shown than is the case in hi s valuable paper. Th e present 11otes, 

hO\Yeve r, are on ly of a te n tat ive n atu re .fur I ha,·e had 11 0 opportunity 

to see th e whole of t.h e material of which th ey t reat. 

ITirst t hen come the red .fm·ntgine1tS with t he subspecies cinna­
nwmens ( a ncl poss ibly other races to be distinuislt ecl from th e main­

land ), together with f? ·condseni, mihi , from Koh Ch ang : t hese are large 

~quirre l s with a g reatest leng th of sku ll of about 56 mm. and a.ppea t· 

to be quite di stinct from t hose men tioned be low. 

Nex t, on account of simi ·lar sir-e, may be placed ha1·ma.ndi 
M-Eclw., of Phu Quoc a nd cdbivexilli, mihi , of Ko h Kut, both of which, 

being island fo rms, we may for t he present reo·a rd as species thou g h 

perhaps related to th ose followin g. 

Of th e remaining animals the whi te .fi ·alCt!fSOni, Horsf. is re­

corded from the course of the l\1enam south of Pichit , the Korat 

2. Anat. anrl Zoo/. Hesea n·l! e8 p. 243 ( 1878). 
3. Se ri es 8, vo l. ii , p. 303, NuY. l!W8. 
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lJec . l!JJJ. SUMl!J N0~L '[!}8 ON SU LUJWS HINLAY8U LVI, ~:47 

AND O'L'IIER 8QUIBRHL8 OH 8TAM. 

Plateau a nd east to Uhantabun. Over much of the same country 

occurs a form (skull length about 50 rnm.) to whi ch t he name lioco1wti 
was applied by Mi !ne-Ed wards (type from .Ayu thi a), bnt this is such 

an ur.stable squ irrel and so many of th e exa mples a re nea rl y white 

(A.nclerson records spec im ens "white marked by g reat brown spots"), 

that it is possible thP. nam e is invalid, bei ng appl ieLl to abel'l'at ions 

ofJinlc~ysoni with which it c losel.r ag rees in size as do t he geographical 

mces sinistntlis ( skull length about 4.0 mm ) from t he Upper Me nam 

above Pichit, dextmlis (sku lll eJJ gt h about 52 mm .) from th e Mep in g 

below Raheng, lylei (skul l length alJont 54 mm. ) from Chiengmr.i, a nd 

noa; (skull length about 53.5 mm .) from Siracha S. K of Bangkok, all 
described by \Vroug hton in t he pn.per mentioned. 

'l'he imular forms 11orl1iS and folletti, mihi, fro m Koh Si Cha1ig 

and Koh P hai, with genna·ini, M-Eclw., from Poulo Condore a re no.tu­

rally smaller (skull length s about L.J,7 mm .) havin g regard to the kind 

of island t hey oecupy . 'l'he two forme t· are subspecies of jinlausoni, 
but the black gei·maini is so fix ed a nd its loca li ty so isolated a nd r e­

mote that it may now well be r egarded as a d istinct species though in 

appearance but a milliature nox, Ol' Cilbivexill1· . From the white 

.fin laysoni to the black nox t h ew i :<i, onE\ way or a nother through the 

other forms, a co mplete gmdation of co lour. 

These conclusions may be tabulated somewhat afte r this 

fashion. 

Mainland 

sp. ferrugineus 

sp. fiulaysoui 

? sp. bocourti 

subsp. Cl nnamomeus 

snbsp. 

snbsp. 

subsp. 

subsp. 

s inistra] i::; 

dextral is 

ly lei 

!!OX 

Islands 

snbsp. framlseni 

sp. harmancli 

sp. a lbi vexilli 

subsp. 

subsp. 

porlns 

folletti 

sp. germauu 
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'rhere remains on e more squirrel, 8. j fotceri, Bonlwte,4 known 

from a sin g le specimen from Klon g Mom nea r Bangkok. Though th e 

aui:Jwt· states that i t is adu lt, t he skull i s small et· (greatest length • 

Ll-4 mm .) than the isla nd races of.finlc6!JSDni : in coloLll', howeve t·, th e 

spec1 men appears to resembl e animals which have bee n classed as 

VOQO'twt·i . U ntil we k now more about i t, i t i-; impo:sible to say wbeth e t· 

it is a good form ancl , if so, what its re lationships are.5 

4. Ann . anrl Jfar; . "Yut . !Ii6l ., Seri es 7, Vol. VH, p. ±55 (1\JOl). 
5. If any lii CIIIber or t iJe Soc iety \\'Ollhl help to clen. r np Lili~ q uest ion 

by collectin g ~q uirrels in Lh e neigbo iJriJ ootl of Bangkok I shonld welcome t l1 e 
opportuni ty of ex:-unining t hem. Spcl:iu1 cns ure n1 ost easily prt>sc rve(l in 
methy lated s pirit~ or a lir e per cent. suln tion uf fonnalin. They should be 
opened up aloug tl 1c nmlcroide of t. he body, gntted and mltihcd before 
inm1ersion. 
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