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Unfortunately t.he surveyor who procured the animal, kept 
only the skin wit.hout head .or legs . He informed me that he bad, in 
1912. shot this animal in th e Hue Sut Yhai in N. Lat 12°40.' 

, S ·tts C?·istahts. The Indian Wild Boar . 
Some doubt has been expressed as to th e id entification of pt g 

obtained in the Ratbnri district ; and pi gs obtained in lower Tenas­
serim by the Bombay N. H. S . llhmmal Survey have been classified as 
the smal ler species viz :-Sus juf,at~ts-the 'l' enasserim Wild Pig. 
Unfortunately the weights and measuremen ts of t hPse specimens are 
not given. The measu rements of a boar and sow obtai!lE'd in Ratburi 
district are g iven here, together with t hose g iven by Blanford for the 
Indian species, and it will be seen t hat H.atburi specimens are well up 
to the Inclian-sows bein g constant ly smal ler than boars. 
Fauna B.l.} Length H eight Sku ll basal l'iygomatic Weight. 

Boar. 60 in. 28-36 13.75 7.3 200-300 lbs. 
Petchabu ri. } ~ 7 · 3" · t' t d 300 

B u m. <> 111. - - es 1ma e · . 
oar. 

Sai Yoke. Sow. 5~ in. 3U in . 11. 9 in. 5.4, in. 175 los. 
Fur ther skull s are - desi rab lE' , with body measurements and 

wP.ights if possibl e. 

K. G. G A.IRDNER. 
Oct., 1915. 

No. II.-~OTE ON SA..MBA.l~ ( CERVU8 UNIOOLOR) 

SHEDDING ITS HORNS. • 

A..s there seems to be co nsiderable diversity of opinion as to how 
often sambat· shed t heir horns, the following may be of interest. 

A stag which was cang ht 1vhen ·a few months old and obtain ed 
by the present owner at the age of 2 years, has fot· the last four years 
while in his possess ion shecl its horns annually in August . 

Th e horns have not appt·ec iably become bigger with each 
successive year, but thi s year they appear to show signs of being 
larger than before. In 1912 th e left hom had an extm tine just 
above the brow tin e, but this has n ot appeared since . 

.According the Blanrlford and Lyclekket· wild stags in India 
clo not shed theit· hom s regularly every season , and it would b e 
interestin g to know in what months sambar with fully developed 
horns have been shot in Siam. 

P. A.. R. BA.RHON. 
Nov., 191 5. 

No. III.-A NEW SNAKE FOH BANGKOK. 

Since complet in g my articl es on t he S nakes of Bangkok, another 
species has been added to the li st, viz., Lytoclon laoensis, caught last 
month beneath some fire-wood a.t Bangkok N oi. The descriptions of 
this snake, taken no doubt f rom museum specim ens, give th e colour as 
being" dark brown above, with a whitish cross-band on the occiput 
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and othet·s on the back, etc ." In t he Bangkok specimen, as ·with an­
other from Den Cha i, the only two wh ich I have seen alive, these white 
ct·oss-bands were, during life, of a bright lemon-yell ow colour , whil st 
in the fo rmer also, a yonng ~pecim e n , th e dark brown was pu t·e black . 

MALCOLl\'[ SMITH. 

Octobe1' , 1915. 

No . IV.-ON THE BREEDING HABITS AND CO LOUR 

CHANGES IN THE LIZARD, OALO'l'ES MYSTAOEUS. 

A pair of these li zards, canght at Paknampo in' January of last 
year, bred whilst in captivity, and afforded me an opportunity of 
observing their lmbits during thi s peri oc1 . L ik e Gt her species of the 
genus Octlote8 in confinement; th ey wet·e extre mely wild and shy, and 
would never allow t hemst>lves to l>e handled . Th ey fed, however, 
freely on insects of all sorts . For the fit·st six weeks of captivity, 
they we l'l~ evidently too muoh di sturbed to show any colour changes, 
a nd remained a mixture of dull greys and brown s of vary ing shades. 

'l'he courtship, which 11·as continued until the eggs wera laid , 
was much the same as that described for 0 . ve1·sicolor, ( Robin son, 
P. Z. 8 . p. 858 . 1899.) and coliSisted for the most part in absmd 
bowings and nocldings of the head. This was commenced by the 
male, and was usually , after a short time, responded to by t he fe male. 
The pair in variably faced each othet· on these occ~sion s, arching their 
backs and puffing out their throats to the full extent. The vivid hues 
assumed by the nude (and sli ghtly so by the fema le) clming this per­
formance, tmnsform ecl him into a truly gorgeous creature. The 
head and f01·e-part of the body became of a light electric blue 
( sometimes green) colour, t he gular pouch dark purple, whilst the 
pale stripe which borders the upper li p, and passe!: on to t he shoulder, 
turned almost white, and stood out in st t·ong contrast to its sur­
roundings. 

They were first ob3ervec1 in cop~dct on May 9th , and after that 
were frequently seen togPth et·. On June 21st, I observed the fe male 
busy with the earth in the flower pot in the cage . She did not like 
being watched, and ceased operations as . soon as she saw me, but by 
hiding behind a door I was enabl ed to observe the rest of th e pro­
ceedings. 'l'he egg3 had been alt'ead.l.' laid, aml she was then engaged 
in covel'ing them u p, raking the earth over them with her f01·e-paws 
and hammering it down with her nose. Th e male, perched on a 
branch above, watched the performance with great interest, and 
I was surprise cl to see him, in th e mid st of i t a ll , sucl clEn tly race down 
,to his mate and engage her. She, finally , completed her task, smooth­
ing the earth completely ovet· at th e spot, ·so that no tl'aCe3 were left to 
show that anything had been clon e there. J nAver saw het· near th e 
spot again, and she appeared to take n o further interest in her pro­
geny. The eggs were placed about 2 inches deep in the eart.h, and 
had the usnal soft, white parchment-like coverin g. 'J.'hey were 7 in 
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