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A LIST OF THE CROCODILES. TORTOISES, TURTLES AND LIZARDS 

AT PRESENT KNOWN TO INHABIT SIAM. 

BY MALCOLM SMITH, llf.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

The following list. comprising 4 CI'Ocodiles, 21 tortoises ancl 
turtles, nnd 66 lizards, cannot by any means be considered to represent 
the total number of species which will ultimately be found to inhabit 

this country. Of the fresh-watee tortoises and turtles of Siam proper, 

practically nothing is yet known , whilst in th e large family of lizards, 

particulaely among the geckoes and the smaller species of skinks, many 
forms must still remain to be discovered. 

Numerous additions have heEln made since Stanley Flowet· com

piled his list in 1899, the las t naturali st to make a compl ete list of the 

reptiles of Siam. MoEt of these addit ions are from the Peninsula, and 

have been incorporated in Tht(r. Boul enget·'s recent work on the Heptiles 
of the Malay Peninsula. 

Acanthosaum ho?Tescens and 1 sopc~chys gylclenstolpei were d is

covered by Count Gyldenstolpe in 19H, and described this yeat· 

(Results of the Swedish Zoological Expedition to Siam, II, Lizards). 

I have added 1 torto ise and 17 li zat·ds to the list myself, amongst 

which may be ment ioned Gumnoclactyl·tts olclhami, Lygosoma oli·vacettm, 

L. vittigentm, L. latemle,. and 'l'1·opiclophonts ynnncmensis ancl cochin

~hinensis, together with the four new species which have a lready been 

described in the pages of thi s Journal. The remainder, although not 

definitely recorded from the country beforr, might, from their previous

ly known distribution, have been reasonably expected to occur here. 

Certain changes in nomenclature have been made, which are as 
follows. 

Oyclemys cmnanclcdii becomes the type of a new genus. The 
skull of this tortoise, in its absence of a bony temporal arch , resembles 

Geoemycla, but in other characters it clifferR sufficiently to merit separa

tion from it, an<1 to be placed by itsr lf. For· this new genus .Mr. 
Boulenger has proposed t lw nam e, HienJmys, a~ th e original specimens 
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which I sent him and upon which he based the genus had been 

obtained from the Chinese 'femple in the Wat Mahan Road , 

Bangkok. 

Lygo!omc~ JYt'tesi~f'1Le is t·emoved from its present position and 

placed under McdJUia. 
A·:tmthosam·a cruc i~Jem is united with A. anncda, 
My thanks arc; tlue to ~fr. G. A .. Boulenget·, F. R. s., for his help 

on sevet·al points in connection with t!1is paper, ancl for his kind and 

courteous assistance on numerous occasions in assisting me in the 

diagnosis of specimens which I have sent him. 

The distributions het·e recOt'clecl, refer, of course, to out· present 

knowledge, and must by no means be considered as final. 

The geographical divisions used at·e those proposed by Mt·· 

Boden Kloss in this Jonmal (Vol. I, p. 250 ). I have used the 

term South-westet·n fo1· that, portion of vVestern S iam, south of the 

Petchaburi rivet·. 

Bcmgl.-ok. May, 19I6. 

EMYDOSAURIA . 
Cnocoo1L1 D.£. 

1. TOi\W:lTOMA SCHLEGELli ( S. Mull.). 

Inland Sea (Peninsular Siam). 

2. Ctwcoorr.u s POROSUS Schneitl. 

Common in most of the lat·ge estuaries opening into t;he Gulf, at 

any rate as fat· south as Bandon. Not found in the Rivet· Chao Praya. 

3. CnocootLUS PALUSTHI S Lesson. 

Rivers of Central and WP-stet·n Siam in suitable localities. The 

existence of the Marsh Ct'Ocodi le in the Malay Peninau la is doubtful, 

and I have not yet been able to tl'ace it in Siam further south than the 

Quaa Noi river, north of Lat. 14.0
• 

4. CROCODILUS SIA:I!ENSIS Schneid 

Eastern Siam. 

CHELONIA. 
TRIONYCHID..£. 

1. 'fHIONYX CAR'l'JLAGINEUS (Bor1d). 

Rivet·s of Central, South-eastern and Peninsulat· Siam, whet·e it 

is not uncommon. 
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2. TRIONYX FIUHU:\1 Gray. 

Hecorcl et1 from Banclon (Peninsular Siam), with doubt. (Rob. 

and Kloss, Jonrn. Fed. Maby States 1\[ns., V, p. 152). 
3. PELO CUELYS CANTOR IS Gray. 

River Chao Pmya (Central S iam ), with donbt. (Flower, 

P. Z. 8., 1890, p. 621). 

rfESTUDI NID& . 

4. TESTUDO EMYS Schleg . & MUll. 

llills of W es tern ancl P eni11subr Siam. 

5. 'fESTUOO ELO:'>GATA Blyth . 

Western , Sont h-eastem and l'e 11 i nsu Jar Siam. Common m 

suitable locali t ies . 

6. 'l'EsTuno LATl:'>UCflALJS ( Vaill.) 

Ohantabun (South-eastern Siam) . 

7. GEOmiYD.-\ SP INOSA (Gmy ). 

Nakon Sritamarat ancl.Patani (Penin s ular Siam). 

8. GEOEMYDA G RA ND I S Gray. 

Ce ntral, ·weste rn and P enin sular S iam . Fai l'ly common. 

HJERE;\IYS, genus n ov. 

Allied to Geoemy(la in th e absence of a bony tempora l arch, but 

differin g from it in the much bro::tcl er nlv eolar surface to t he jaws, in 

the deeply serrated marg in s to the jaws , am1 in t he broadet' digital 

webs. 

l~rom Oyclemys it may be distingnished by th e want of a bony 

tempoml arch, by the plas tron bein g unit.ed to t he carapace by suture 

instead of ligamentous l1i nge, and by t he absen ce of any hi nge betweE>n 

the hyo- and hypoplast ral bones. 

Type. Tlim·emys cmnand<~lei ( Oycle~nys anncmclalei Blg r.), from 

Patani. 

9. HIEREMYS AN:'>ANDALEI (Blg r.) . 
Cyclem.IJS mmanrlalii, Blgr., Fnscic. Mala_l' ., Z ool. I., p. 142, (1903); 

id., Uept. Malay Penin., p. I!J ( 19 12) ; Rob. and J.\. loss, .Jonl'll. Fed. 
Malay States 1\{ns., V. p. 153 ( 191±) . 

Peninsn lar Siam aud (?) Rivet· Chao Pmya ( Central Siam). 

10. CYCLE11IYS PLATYNOTA ( Gmy ). 

Patani (Peninsular Siam). 
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11 . CYCLEi\IYS DHOR ( Gray ). 
·widely distributed. Common in certain localities. 

J 2. CYCLEiiiYS Ai\II30INEXSIS ( Daud. ) . 
Central and P enin sular Siam. Common round Bangkok. 

13. CYCLEiiiYS liiOUEOTI Gray. 
Eastern Siam. 

14. BELLIA CRASSICOLIS (GrtAY). 
Central, South-wpstern and Peninsular Siam. Not uncommon 

round Bangkok. 
15. DA?IIONIA SUBTHIJ UGA ( Schleg. and MUll. ). 

Central and Peninsular Siam. Common round Bangkok. 
1 G. CALLAG UI{ PICTA Gray. 

River Chao Pmya (Central Siam), \rith doubt. (l1'lower, P.Z S., 

1899, p. 610). 
17. BA TAG UR BASK A (Gray). 

Patani (Peninsular Siam). 

18. PLATYSTERXUi\1 l\IEGACEPI!ALUi\1 Gray. 
West ern an cl (?) N orthE"rn Siam. 

CHELONlDJE. 

19. CIIELOXE MYDAS (Linn.). 
Gulf of Siam. \T ery common . 

20. CIIELONE li\IBHICATA (Linn .) . 
Gulf of Siam. Common. 

21. TnALASSOCHELYs CARETTA (Linn.) . 

Gulf of Siam, with doubt. (Flower, P. 7.. S., 1899, p. 618) . 

LA CER'l'ILIA. 
GECKON ID£. 

I. GYliiXnDACTY LUS J\fAmiORATUS (Fitz.). 
Patani (Peninsular Siam). 

2. GYliL\'ODACTYLUS PULCIJELLUS (Gray) 
Patani and Nakon Sritamarat (Peninsular S iam). 

3. GY.M:\'ODACTYLUS PEGUENSIS Blgr. 

Patelung and N akon Sritamarat (Peninsuhu· Siam), Sai Yoke 
district (Western Siam). 

4•. GYMNODACTYLUS OLDIIAi\11 'rheob. 
Patiyu (Penin sular S iam) . 

VOL. II , JUNE 1916, 



~2 DR. MALCOLM SMITH ON THE 

5. Go~ATODES KENDALLI (Gray). 
l 1atiyu (Peninsular Siam). 

6. Go~ATODES AFFINIS (Stol.). 
J1atani (Peninsulat· Siam). 

7. PllYLLODACTYLU8 S1Ai\IEN5JS Blgr. 
·widely distributed; extending into the P eninsula as far South 

as Bangsaphan, Lat. 11 o 13'. Ve t·y common in wme loca lities. 
8. HElll!DACTYLUS FHE~ATUS Dum. & Bib. 

Common almost everywhere. 

9. HEliiiDACTYLUS r.LATURUS (Schneid). 
Common almost every where. 

10. LEPlDODACTYLUS CEYLO:\TE~SlS Blgr. 
!Gong Menao (South-eastern Siam). 

11. 1flliiETOZOON CRASPEDOTUS (Mocq.). 
Island of Samui (Peninsular Siam). 

12. GEHYHA. MU'flLA'l'A (Wiegm.). 
Common almost everywhere. 

13. GECKO VERTICILLATUS Laur. 

Common, and widely distributed. 
14. GECKO STENTOR (Cantor,) 

Rhanu:tn (Peninsular Siam). 
15. PTYCHOZOON IIOi\lALOCEPHA LUM (Creveldt). 

H up Bon, near Srit·acha, and Uhantabun (South-eastem Siam); 

Dong Rek Mountains (Eastern Siam) ; Patani (Peninsular tiiam ). 

AGAiiiiDlE. 

16. DRACO VOLANS Linn. 
Peninsular Siam as far north as N akon S t·itamarat. 
N .B.-My reference to this species from the Sai Yok district 

( Vol. 1, p. 1 f>3, of this Journal ) is an error for D. nwc7tlatus. 

17. DRACO i\iACULATUS Gray. 
Widely distributed throughout the country except towards the 

South-east, where it is replaced by the following. 
DRACO l\IACULATUS HAASII Smith and Kloss. 

South-eastern Siam and the Dong Rek mnge, 
18. DltACO Fll\IBRIATUS Kuhl. 

Patani and Nakon Sritamarat (Peninsulat· Siam). 
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Hl . DRA CO PU~CTATUS Blgt·. 

Patani (Peninsular Siam). 

20. DRACO CY ANOLJE~IUS Blgt:. 

Dandon ( Peninsulm· Siam). 

21. DRACO l'ORiliOSUS Blg t·. 

Peninsular and vVestern Siam as f~tr north as Lat. 1L.L0 30'. 
22. Du;~ co T.tE.\'IOPTEHUS Gunth. 

South-eastern Siam ; Dong Rek Mountains (EastE>rn Siam) ; 

lll.nang Song forest , Pt·e ( NorthE'!'n Siam). 

23. DnACO BLANFORDI Blgr. 

Peninsular Siam; Sai Yok district (Western Siam); Muang 

Song forest, Pre (Northern S iam). 

24. DRACO i\IELANOPOGON B lgr. 

Nakon SL'itamarat (Peninsular Siam). 

25. DHACO MICROLEPIS Blgr. , 

I sland of Pennan (Peninsular Siam). 

26. DRACO QUINQUEFASCIATUS Gray. 

Patani and Tmng (Peninsulat· Siam). 

~7. GO.\'YCEPHALUS BORNEEN SIS (SchiE'g .) 

Bandon (Peninsular Siam). 

28. .A.CANTHOSAURA AlDIATA (Gray). 
Acantho.•aura. crucigera, J11 g r., Cat. Liz. Brit. Mu ,;. 1, p. 302 (1885); 

id., Fanna B rit. Incl., Rept., p . 125 (1 8!JO ) ; id. , Rept., l\lnl. Peuin. , 
p. 68 ( 1D12 ) ; Smith, J our. Kat. I:list. Sot:. tliam, I , p. 154 
(1915). 

W idely distributed ; common in the southem parts of t he 

country in suitable jung le. 

A series of 19 specimens of this very variable lizard, taken 

recently in the Mountains of N akoH Sritamamt, showed all gradations 

in the leng.th of post-orbital a nd nuchal spi11es. The reason for this 

variation was not entirely cleat·. .A.s on e 1\'0uld expect, t he spines were 

usually better devel oped in the male than in the female, and in t be 

adult t han in the young , bnt even when these two facto rs had been 

eliminat ed there still remained considerable diffrlrences to which no 

cause could be ass ig ned . On the evidence of this fine series, taken 
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from a single locality, A. cn,wirJe?'a is no longer tenable as a separate 

species, but should be united with A. a1·1natn, which is the older name. 

29. AcANTHOSAURA I-IO JU:tESCENS Lonnberg. 

Recently obtained by Count Gyldenstolpe in Northern Siam. 

30. ACANTHOSAURA CArHA Gii.nth. 

Chan tabun (South-eastern Siam). 
31. ACANTHOSAURA COllONATA G i:inth. 

Chantabun (South-eastern Siam). 
32. CALOTES CJliSTA'fELLUS (Kuhl). 

P eninsular Siam and W estern Siam as far north as Sai Yok. 

33. CALOTES 1-'LOWERI Blgr. 

Chantabun (South-eastern Siam). 
34. CALOTES VEHSICOLOR (Daud.) 

Common almost everywhere. 
35. CALOTES E~ll\IA Gray. 

Common, and widely distributed. Not found in Bangkok. 

36. CALOTES MYSTACEUS Dum. & Bib. 

Common, and widely distributed; extend s into the Peninsula 

a;, far south as Bangsaphan, Lat. 11° 13'. Not found in Rmgkok. 

::17. PHYSIGNATHUS MENTAGEll GLi.nth. 

South--eastern Siam and the Dong Rek range. 

38. LIOLEPIS BELLIANA (Gray). 
vVidely dist ributed. U snally very common \rherever there IS 

samly soil. 
VABANID£ . 

89. VARAN US FLAVESCE:;S (Gray). 

'rrang (.Peninsular Siam). 
1.LO . Vr\RAN US NEHuLOSUS (Gra y) ." 

Widely distributed. Not uncommon in everg reen jun gle. 

* Lonnberg (Results oE the Swedish Z oolog ical Expediti on to Sia111 , 
Bnnd 55, No. 4, p. 8 (1916), has reeordecl a specirs of monitor from K oh Lak 
which he co nsiders may po&sib ly be V. rlwnerilii ~S . .Mi.ill.), owing to t he presen c~ 
of slig ht keels on t he ventra1 scales, al thongh in other res pec ts, he sLates, iL 
agrees with V. nebulows . I htwe exam ine 1 n nu1uber of speeimcns oE V. n ebtdot>us, 
both ali ve and dead, and hnve ronnel tha t many adul ts ·how more or l es~ 
clisti~ct t races o_E a -~eel on the ventral SGales. It is more ev ident in preserved 
specnncns that In life, 
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41. V,\RA:\'US RUDICOLLIS G r'ty. 

Tr.'l.ng (Peninsulm· Si.'l.m). 
42. VARA:'-IUS SALVATOR (L.'l.ur.) 

Widely distributed, bnt not recorded from the N or'th . Common 

round B.'l.ngkok. 
LACERTl DiE. 

43. TACIIYDROlllUS SEXLJ NEATUS D.'l.ud. 
C'entt·al, Eastern .'l.nc1 Peninsul:J.t· Si.'l.m. J!,ound in B.'l.ngkok. 

SCI:'-IC I DiE. 
44•. 1f.~BUIA i\IACULARIA. (Blyth ). 

Common, and widely distributed. Rare in Bangkok. 
45. ManurA MULTIFASCIATA (Kuhl). 

Common, and widely distributed. Common in Tiangkok. 

46. Iv!.ABUIA. SIAlliENSlS (Giinth.) 

VV iclely distributed, but not as common as the pt·eceding ~pecies. 

47 . MABUU. LONGJCAUDATA (Hallow). 

Siam. (Blg r·., Cat. Liz. Brit. l\{us., III, p. 189). 

4.8. MABUIA PRlESIGNE (Blgr). 
Ly,r1o.oowr prre.'(rJ17e, Blgr., A nn . nncl 1\fag. Nat. Hist. ( 7), V I, p. 191 

(!(lOO) ; iLl., li'ascic. Maiay, Z oo!, I., p. 159 (1903); id., J on m . Feel. 
l\ln L St. Mns., JII, p. G7 (1 908) ; id., Rcpt . i\Ialay P enin ., p. 88 
(1912). 

The pterygoid bones being entirely separ.:tted, and the palatal 

notch extending for\\'ards as far as a line con necting the centr·es of 
the eyes, thi~ species shou Id be placed undet· loiabnict instead of under 

LyrJosonw as hitherto, although its affinities, notably t he ab3ence of 
supmnasals, are with the latter genus. The evirlenc~ for this tmnsfe r· 
is based upon specimens obtained last year in the Mountains of Nakon 

Sritamarat, anduow lodged in the Bt·i tish Museum. 

49. LYGOSO~IA. INDICUill (Gmy ). 

Hills near Pre (Nor-them ~inm). 

50. LYGOSOlliA TERSUllf Smith. 
Mountains of Nakon St·itm11ar·at (Peninsular Siam). 

51. LYGO SOl\IA ]}fA CUI.ATUllf (B lyth). 
Widely distributed. \7 ery common in some localities. Not 

found in Bangkok. 
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52. LYGOSOi\IA OLIVACEU?tl (Gray). 
South-eastern, \Vestern and Peninsular Siam. 

b3. LYGOSOMA BOWRINGH ( Giinth). 
Common, and widely distributed. Rare in Bangkok. 

5t.. LYGOSOMA HERBERTI Smith. · 

Nakon St·itamarat (Peninsular Siam). 
55. LYGOSOMA VITTIGERUM Blgr. 

'Widely distributed, but apparently nowhere common. 
56. J_,YGOSOi\'IA RUPICOLA Smith. 

Chong Kae, Paknampo (Central Siam); Hin Lap (Eastern Siam) . 
. 57. LvGOSOi\IA i.\IELANOSTICU?tl Blgr. 

Chantabun (S. E. Siam); Nakon Sritamarat (Peninsular Siam); 
and (?) Bangkok (cf. Flower, r.Z.S., 1899, p . 650). 

58. LYGOSOi\IA LATERALE (Say). 
L.1J.rJosoma 1·eeresii (Gray), Blgr., Cat. Li:t.. Brit. :Mns., Ill, p. 264. 

Dong Rek Mountains, whel'e it is not uncommon. 

Lyuosoma ?'eevesii from China and Siam, presenting characters 
ini!entical with Lygosorna lc6te?·ale ft·om North America, cannot be sepa
rated fl'Om it, and the Asiatic form has therefore been placed by Mt·. 
Boulenger under latm·ale, which is the older name. It is unlikely that 
this skink has been canied across the Pacific, but considering the close 
affinities which many members of this large family bear to each other, 
it is possible that the two forms have been produced independently. 

59. LvGOSOllfA QUADRIVTTTATUi.\1 Peters. 
Patani (Peninsular Siam). 

60. J_,YGOSOMA CHALCIDES (Linn.). 

\Videly distributed. Not uncommon in Bangkok. 
61. LYGOSOJ\U. ISODACTYLUM (Gnthr.). 

Ft·om Ayuthia to Paknampo (Central Siam), following the rail
way line. 

62. LYGOSOMA ANGUINOIDES BJgr. 

Bangsaphan ( South-westem Siam); Maprit (Penin sular Siam). 
63. TROPIDOPHORUS YUNNANJmsrs Blgr. 

Khao Pleung and Muang Song forest, Pre, (Northem Siam.) 
64.. TROPIDOPHORUS COCHINCHINENSJS ( Dnm. & Bib. ). 

Khao Sebab, Chnntabun (South-eastern Si:.~m ). 
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65. IsoPACHYS GYLDE NSTOLPEI Lonnbet·g. 
Koh Lak and Hun. Hin (South-western Siam). 

DIBAi\IID..£. 

66. DIBAMUS NOV£- GUINE£ Dnm. anrl Bib. 
Patani (Peninsular Siam). 
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