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"Head anJ upper half of neck, naked, grey, but black in the 
fold s ; eye crimson ; beak hom, half legs, tar:;i and toes crimson. Sex 
uncertain , but believed to be a male. 

" I think there is probably a seasonal or· sexual clifference in 
t h e colourntion of the bare head, for I find that in 1910 I sent th e 
following descr·iption of a n lbis to the BritiRh Museum, which identifi
ed the particulars as agreeing with this species . 

" ' Observed at Sarahett on the Petchabu r·i rive r· in April 1910 
at about 50 yarcls distance, an Ibis, gene r·a l colour· rbrk brown , back of 
head bl-tLe ani! probably naked. Beak probably 8 inches, or same as 
hAad and neck. \Vas t he size of a small pea-h en, and hacl the same 
hump back. Has a quicker·, mor·e feverish walk and flight than most 
waders or swamp birds. Only one seen, and freq uenting the same 
gronnrt as Pond Herom and Whit.e Necked Storks.' I think that 

· since I was near· enong h to get the length of the beak correct, p robably 
the colour of the back of the heafl was a lso correct. -

"The photo depicts the bir·d standin g· in a wide space, but as 
previously mentioned in this J ouma l ( Vol. I. , p. 3\:1) the species 
haunts small ewampy g lades sm·ronnd ecl by tree jungle, and in 1913 
I put up a pair fl·om a gr·assy bank bes ide a sma ll str·eam in ' P a l'eng 
Rang' (Lao, 'Pa paa'), or jungle lllostly of a species of Shm·ect near Ban 
Tup Takoh , Ratbmi." 

w. J. F. WlLLIAi\ISON. 

Bangkok, May 1916. 

No. V. Occurrence of the Barred Ground-Dove ( Geopel1'a 
st?·iata) in Siam. 

In Vol. IV of the Fa·una of British India, B1:1·ds, which appear
ed in 1898, this Dove is said (p. 52) to be founcl in the .1\falay 
Peninsula and Archipelago to the P hilippines and Celebes, and t'o 
rmtge into the extr·eme svuth of 'l'enasserim, but no mention is made 
of its occunence in S iam. This, at fit·st sight, is somewhat stmnge, 
as thet·e are five skins of t he bit·d in the British Museum, ft·om Siam, 
which I have lately had the opportunity of examining, and all of t.hem 
are of very old date. 'l'hree wer·e collected in 1879 by Davison in 
'l'ongkah , i. e., Puket, the fourth by Dal'ling in the same year at 
Ta-ma (also in Puket), while the fifth is ft·om the Gould co llection and 
is labelled "Siam (Schomburgh)" without any date. With the ex
ception of the last specimen, howevet·, which may have been ovet·look
ed it is probable that t he localities where the others " "ere obtained 
were not recognised as Siamese. 

On the other hand , Ogilvie-Grant in his Report on the 
Birds collected by Messrs. An nandale ani! Robinson in Perak 
and the Siamese 1.\falay States 1 pnblished in 1905, recor·ds two 
specimens of the Ban·ecl Ground-Dove from the Pt·ovince of 

1. (Fasc. Malny., IH, p . 12 1). 
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Patani, in the extreme southern portion of what is now known o.s 
Peuin:mlar Siam. Since then there appeat· to have been no further 
records ft·om this conntry, with the exc~ption of the entry in my 
Preliminat·y L!st of Bangkok Binls (Vol. I, No. 1, p 47 of this 
Jotwnal, 1914 ), despite the not inconsidemble collections made by 
Messrs. Robinson and Kloss in Trang, Peninsular Siaml, by Count 
Gyldenstolpe, lllf\inly in Central, -mastem and Northern Siam2, by Mt·. 
H. C. Robinson in Bandon, Koh Samui and Koh Pennan, Peninsular 
Siam3, and again by l\Ir. C. Boden Kloss in Southern-eastem Siam5. 
Mention ought also, perhaps, to beo made here of the fact that Stuart
Baker-1 remarks that t-he Ban·ed Ground-Dove is ''found in Siam, but 
is apparently rare there, and was nevet· met with by Count Gylden
stolpe d111·ing his expedition in 1911-12." 

In view of the above facts, it nny be worth while recording 
that this species is fail'ly cotnmon in Bangkok, and is often to. be seen 
in out· gat·dens, walking quietly about on the gt·ound, singly ot· in 
pairs, or perchecl on a tt't>e. Its ordinat·y note is a J\:n-kMt£ ktt-lat-kn-kn, 
always uttered ft'OIU a parch, SO fat• as f luve Ob3ei'Vflcl, and it is ft•e
qnently caught iu a ca~e-tt'.1p containins; a decoy bit·d, which altmcts 
the wild ones by it-; c·dl. Hunrlrads of this gentle little D,lVe at·a also 
to be seen in the bit·d-shops of B:.mgkok (impm·ted ft·om Singf\pore), 
and there appears to ba little dvubt that, a lthough it is now well
established here and bt·eedil ft·eely ( I ha\'e taken its eggs in February 
and .June), it is an inti'Oduced species, so far as this par·t of Siam 
is concerned. The fact of the bird being known to the Siamese as 

UO l11 'li1J1 (Nok-khao-C!t'hawa), i e, the Javanese Dove, also appears 

to confirm the conjection as to its foreign Ol'igin. Patani and Puket 
nre, of course, well within its range, as they are both south of 
the Isthmu3 of Kra (10' 30." N. L~t- .), but if the bird exLends into 
the south of 'l'enasserim, it ought also to be found in the nothern 
p01tion of Peninsulat· Siam, as far as Chnmpon, which is in the same 
latitude as Kra. It is rathet· Slll'pt·ising, thet·efore, that Messt'8, 
Robinson and Kloss did not meet with it eithct' in Tt·ang Ol' in Bandon, 
which at·e much fm-ther south. 

W. J. :E'. WILLIAi\iSON. 

Bangkok, 24th June 1916. 

1, Ibis, 1910, pp. 559-G75, and 1911, pp. 10-80. 
2. Kungl. S1•cuska Vetcnskapsakauemiens Handliugat·. 13and 50, 

No. 8, 1913. 
3 Jonrn Fed. Malay States Mns., Vol. V., No. 3 (1915), pp. 83-110 

and 139-1 fiO. 
4. Indian pigeons anJ Doves, 1913 p. 254. 

5. Ibis, 1915, pp. 718-761. 
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