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THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK, 

Bv \V. ~r. F. \'VILLr.urso:'{, F.z.s, ~LB.o. t : . 

( Conli?l'lte(l fi'om Yol. II, No. 3, p. ;21.~). 

\Vith the Part published in the previous number of the .Journal, 
the Passerine birds, comprising about 40 per cent. of the total nnmbet· 

to be described in this Paper, wet·e completed . Fot• the remaining 
Orders the same general plan \Yill be followed, as hitherto, except 

that tt·inomial designations will be used in all cases where it appears 

that the birds may propet·ly be assigned oubspecitic rank. The plan of 
putting an asteri sk ('-') before the names of birds whi ch were not 

mentioned in the Preliminary List published in 191'.1, (Vol. i, pp. Lj, l t o 

'1·8 of this Joul'llal), will also be discontinued . 'l'his anangement is no 

longet· conveni ent, in view of the length ot time which has eln.psecl 

si nce the Li st \\'as prepared, and the considerabl<:J additions made to it. 
]'nrther, as a synonymy is now being given, the references to th e 

Fauna of Br·itish India- Birds, will be quoted therein, insttacl of 

being noted by means of numbers in brackets aft.er the set·ial nnmhers 
in this Paper. 

nRDRR -PICI. 

Fam il y PTCJD/E--Woodpeckers. 

Siamese (general name), '\.Hl'YI.__r:l']f'Jli-l-N ok huu-khwan . 

GS. Gecinus vittatus eisenhoferi ( Gylcl. ). The S1'amese 

8caly -bell£ed G1·een Woodpeclce1·. 

Oecinus l'iltatus (part. ), llobinson and Kloss, Ibi s. 1911, p. 45; Tiol.in
son, Ibis, l!) 15, p. 738 . 

Picus t·ittatus ~isen h~j'eri, Gyhle n ~tolpe l!ll6, p. 88 . 
(/ecinu s t'iltutus cisenhnferi, Hou in son, .Jonrn. F. M. S. 1\fns., rii 

(1\!17), p. 164. 

Desc1·iption. Length about 305 mm. (12 in. ). 'l'oes 11.. Crown 

and o~cipital ct'est crimson in male, black in fema le ; back, scnpulars, 

wing-coverts and upper tail-coverts, olive-green; rump yellowish green; 
a. greyish white snpe1·cilinry s tre~k, bordered with black above, con

tinuing t.o behind the <>re-the black bordering extending forwurcl to 
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the base of the forehead ; !ores, cheeks and ear-coverts greyi sh to 

brownish white ; malar band black, stre:<ked with white ; primaries 

dark brown with whitish spot,; on both webs; secondaries and tertiaries 

dark brown on inner web<;, olive-green on outet· webs-both these sets 

of wing-feathers having \\"hite spots on inner web3, and the secondaries 

usually with traces of th e sam e on outer webs also ; t1-il-feath e!'S some

times brown but usuall y brownish black, imperfectly b:trred on th e 

basal half with li ght brown. Chin, tht·on.t and upper breast mustard

yellow, nsLially paler on the first two parts ; ]0\Yet· breasl, abdomen 

and flanks dnll greeni sh o1· yell owish white, each feath et· margined with 

dark g reen, giving a st riped appeamn ce; lower tail-coverts similar, but 

darker. 

Iris dull t·ecl. Uppe1· mandible and tip of lower dark b1'0\Yn 

t o blackish , remainder of lower m::mdible greenish yellow. Legs 

dusky g reen. Claws horn- colour. 

Distril.mtion. Thi s is th e bird which I have wrongly recorded 

[ Journ. N. H. S. Siam, i, p. 1D7 (191 5) J as Gecimbs l'iTidanus. 'l'h e 

present subspecies is baEcd on a fe m de obtained by Gyldenstolpe at 

Pa Hing, in North ern Siam , and differs from the true G. t'i ttahts, 
which occurs in Java, Sumatra and Malaya, chi efly by its larger size . 

R.obinson reco.rds two specim ens obt1- ined by Kloss in South-east e rn 

Riam, in \Yhich part of th e country I have likewise p1·ocured it. 

My collection a] ,;o includes spec im e ns from Pak Jong and Muak-lek in 

E:tst e rn Siam, from Ban g kok aucl Ayuthia in th '3 Ce ntral rlivision of 

the country, ancl from Hna Hin and Nong Kae in South-western Siam. 

It thus appears to be a wid ely distributed bird. In my specimen3 the 

wing ranges from 132-143 mm . in length. According to Robinson 

( op. cit., 1915) the pl'eaent fo rm of this \Vooclpeck e t· i;; qnite cnt 

off' fl'om the true G. vif..tcttus, as the species inhabitat.ing the Siamese 

p :n·tion of the Maby P eninsula , from about Tmng 01· Bandon north

"·ards, ia the alli ed but perfect.ly di stinct G. 't: i1·idanns. If this is so; 

·G. 1•ittatus eisenho.fe1·i is probably approaching 1h e southern limit of its 

rang e at N ong Kae. 

My one B9-ngk ok specimen \las shot at Wat Thong Insri, on 

the bank of the Chao I>hya river, about H miles dne sou th of Sathom 

R.oarl , on 20th .Jannn.ry 1 !J 14. 
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Tlal,ils, tf:c. This \ ·Vooc1peckei·, as well as Mit;'l'oplenws 1!1'achym·us 

/,~trnumicus and 'Pig et javcmensis intm·meclia ( 'l:iclc pp. 322 an cl 323 ) , 

are, I believe, only t.o be fonnd, and that sparingly, in the betteJ'

wooded pa1·ts of the envi rons of Bangkok, such as in the extensive 

areas under fruit-garden culti \·ation, in large Temple gt'on nds (where 

shooting cannot be indulged in), and in ce rtain nanow helts of trees on 

the banks of the main rivet· and wme of the canal~ . 

69. Dendrocopus pectoralis (Blyth.) Tlw Spotted-l,reasterl 

F1'ed 11""oodpedre1'. 

Dentlroco7111.< pectol'(l{i.•, Blnnforcl, Fn11n. Brit. India, Birds, iii (1805). 
p. 41: Willin.lnBon, .Jonrn. ~- H. S. Siam, i, p. 45 (1()14). 

Dese1·iz1tion. L":Jngth 178 mm. (7 in.). Toes 4. Forehearl bt'Oim

ish white. Crvwn , in male more or less et•imson , in fe~1ale bluck; sides 

of face and neck wl!ite; ear-coverts \Yllite to browni sh ; a black malar 

br.nc1 on each side from the base of the lower man cl ible to the side of the 

neck; nape anrl hind neck black, all the I'est of t,he upper plnmagp, 

barred with black aud white; quilLs dark bl'Own, with white spots 011 

both webs; tail-feathers blackish, wi t h elo ngate white to fnh·onR 

white spots on both webs, forming incomplete bai·;;; chin and throat 

white, bl'east aml abdomen pale bro\mi~h, t he former distinctly spotted 

with dark brown, the latter indistinct ly, \vith pale brown; Banks 

b:<rred bt·o11·n and whiti sh ; vent and nndet· tail-covert;; spotted 11·ith 

brown and tinged with reddish pink. 

Iris da rk bro1Yn. U pper man cl i ble blackish, base pale1· ; lower 

nnnrlble sla~e colour, tip clu:;ky. Mo11th sb te co lonr. Legs <lark plnm

beon;;, soles somew hat pale1· and with tlnll yellol\'ish g reen tingE'. Claws 

<lark horn-colour. 

Dist1·ilntlion. So far as this connt1·y is concemerl, apparently 

only J·ecot·cled up to the JH'o:~aent from lhngkok, Ct' nt ral Siam. The 

geneml distribution of t hi s species is p::!cnliar. Accot·ding to Blanforcl, 

it occur'S in Pegn, which is iu about th e same latitude as Northern 

Siam, and in certain utlter parts of Bmma, but n ot in Teuasserim. lt 
is also found in Cochin-China, and in Java aml Sumatra, bnt np

pareilt,y not in British :?v[alaya.:_v?:dc Uobinson, Huncl-list., Birds Mnlny 

Peninsula (1910), p. lJ, note to No. 310. 
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'.rhe bit·cl is evidently, thet·efol'e, of vm·y loca I distribution, an cl 
it will be interesting to see if it is eventually found in any other part 
of Siam. 

Hal•ils, c(c. In Bangkok this is a common bird, and ft·eely 

enters the gardens rounrl houses. Its presence may, usually, be at 
once detected, either by its note of chik, chil,: (ot·, more occassionally, a 

rapid chr-ch1'-clw), ot· by the very quick tapping noise which it makes 

wit,h it.s bill, as it seeks t o dislodge insects fl'om theit· places of conceal

ment under loose bark, ot· in the clead wood of t.rees, &c. I have also 

occasionally seen it clinging to one of the wooden posts carrying the 

electric light wires on the sid es of the roads in my neighboUt'hoocl, 

tapping away vigoronsly-the insects fol' which it was in search being 

pr:esumably concealed in th e longitudinal cracks in the posls. 

On two occasions 1 have had eggs brought to me, which I believe 

to be of this bit·cl , in Januat·y and ~{ay, t·espectively. lt must, of course, 

breed here regularly. 

70. Micropternus brachyurus burmanicus Hume. The 
Pegn Rufous Woodpec!ce?·. 

Jlhcrnpternns bunncmicus. H ume, Proc. Asiat. Soc . Bengal, 1872, p. 71. 
Jficrnpternus bmrhyurus (part.) , ninnforcl , Fnnn . Brit. India, Bird ~ , 

iii ( 18 05), p. 57. 
Jlfict ·opternus plweorep s, vVilliam son, Jonrn. N. H. S . Sia111, i, p. 1 DR. 
Jticroptern u~ phniot t'Jl ·' J•haiotfp -<, GydenSt'llpc 191 3, p. 48 ; iLl. 1 D I IJ, 

p . 9-L 

.Desu·iption. Length abont 235 'mm . ( 0t in. ). Toes 4., 'fit·st 

very sh01-t. Male . The whole plumage dnll rufous (occasionally light 

chestnut) ; top of the head and occiput ting ed with dusky brown, the 

feathers slightly paler at th e edges- t hose of t.he chin and throat 

\\'it.h mnch more distinct p:1,le edges; ft>athers beneath the eye anrl fot· 

a sh01·t distance b:1Ckwat·ds and forwards ti pper1 with crimson ; back, 

rump, uppet· tail-coverts, wings and tail with black transvet·se bars, 

which, however , are sometim es \\'a nting on the back . Lower surface rather 

dtlll er in colour than the b::wk, ancl without black bars except on the 

flanks, thighs and undet· tail-~:>Ve rt s . Femnk No crimson below the 

eyes. Immahwe birds. Crescentic dark bt·own marks on the lower 

surface, which become prd er n.nd tenrl to di sappear as the birds arri\·e 

at maturity . 
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lris b rown. B il l ve ry dark brown, plumbeous at base of lo\\·er 

mandible. Mouth dusky flAsh. Legs greyish brcwn. Claws homy. 

Dist?·ilmtion. The race of the Hufons Wood pecket· found in 

t:liam-at all events from Bangkok norUnvards-appears to be the one 

which Hume described fro m Thayetmyo, Pegn. lt is intermediate 

between the larger and paler northern form, M. b. phcwoceps, and the 

darker and smalle t· southem race, M. b. brachyunos, the distingu ishin g 

characteJ-i:;tics of \vhich are g ive n by Blanford (op. cit., p. 55) in hi s 

key to the three Indian "species" ot this genus then recognisC'd. The 

author mentioned admits that th ey are " merely geographical races, 

:;eparated by very sl ig ht chamctet·s, and tending greally to pass into 

each other." 'rltis be ing the cast\ they mu::;t all, according to t he la\\' 

of priority, be described as subspecies of braehyto1'us, which is Vieillot'::; 

name elatin g from 18 l8, whereas phaioceps (of whi ch t he spelling was 

subsequently changed to phaeoceps by Hum e) was adopted by B lyth , 

ouly in 1845. l have birds from Northern, l!)aste rn aJHl Central fliam 

among which there a re spec ime us, fro m L'.ach oC those divisions, whiGh 

might be ass igned tu either gronp, if Blanford'::; test be applie1, 

..ls regards si~e, t he wing-measurements of my bird s Yary from 

120 mm., in specim e ns from Bangkok and t:lamkok, Central Siam, to 

131mm. in one from Melt Lem, in t he Northem division of the 

cou ntry. lt may also be noted that , of a pair obtained with one shot 

at Ayuthia, the wing of the mal e is 120 mm., \\'hile that of lhe 

Jemale is 130 mm. The lon gest wing-measurement given Ly c:y iLl e n

sto lpe i ::; 127 mm. 
My one Bangkok spec ime n ( a mal e ) was ubLaineclnear Klung 

Tui on l4•Lll June 191 5. 

11. 'figa java.nensis intermedia Blyth. 

backed 'l'h1·ee-toed "IVoodpecke?· . 

'Piw Ooldcn-

Ti,qu jat'untnsis (parl.), Blaul'urd, Faun. Drit. lmlin , Uirds, iii (1 8a.J), 
I'· 61: Ogi lri c-GmHt, Fasc. 1\lal. Zool., iii (1 ~00) , p. 99: ltuuiusu ll 
and K loos, ] ui s, 1 a 11, P· 4 7 j Gy l.denstolpc I a 13, P· ·1 n: " -illiaiJl tiO II , 
Juuru. N. ll. S. Siam, i, p. 1 D8. 

'l'i,qa juwncn~i;; inffl'lllflli(( . nyhll:'nst.olpr l!Jlv, ]'· ~15. 
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D esaipiion. Length about 200 mm. ( llA· in.). Toes u. Crown 

and occipital ct·e::;t red in the male, black, 1\'ith >longate s ub-terminal 

spots on each feather , in the femal e ; sid es of head ancl neck whitE', , 

except a broad black band from the eye to the nape, and another, sollle

times mixet1 1vith 11·hite, from thcJ malat· region t o th e shouldet·; ltiud 

11eck awl tor of back black ; back , scapular::; and wing-cove rts golden 

oliye , ofte n ,,·it h orauge or scal'le t edges to th e feathers ; rump aml 

lower back c rilll:;on ; upper ·ta il-co1·erts brown to blacki sh ; onter 11·eL::> of 

s~condary <1nllls golde n olive, dull e r than back, rest of quills dark bt·o11·n 

with white spots 011 inn or webs-the tips of the pt·imaries pale brown tu 

whitish ; tail black. J.1ower parts buffy ll'l1ite , sometimes with rufous 

tinge on eh in and breast ; a broken black stripe down the micld le of t lte 

chin ancl throat, g etting broade r be low ; feathe rs of breast and abJo

men ll'ith broad bla_ck edges, so as to produ ce a scal e-likt:• pattern: 

fl:wk s and 10\l'er tail-covert.s barred black. 

Iris dark br0\\'11, Uppet· mandible aml terminal 

dull Uack: remainde r of lOII' e t· mandible blnish ~late. 
0 ' 

sble . Legs dusky green. Cia11·s horn-colour. 

half of lu11·er, 

.M01tth bluish 

Distrib1dion. The lo11 g-winged race of thi s \Vood pecker has 

bee n r eport ed from N ort!tem aud Central Siam, and from Kol> Lak in 

~OL1t!1-westem Siam. In ail.dition , I have obtained it; at Muak-lek 

and Lat Bua Khao, in th e ~ast ern divi~ion of the country, and at 

St·iracha, in South-eastern . A female (with a wing of 103 mm.) which 

my collector procured at Ban g nara, Patani, in tlte extreme south of the 

Siamese portion of th e P enin sula, is, howe 1·e t· , re ferable to th e sltort

ll'inged so uthern form , 1'. _j . ,jt~vanen8 is . 

My single Bangkok specime n ( ~) \\'aS shot at \Vat Tltoug 

lnsri, on the left· bank of th e river about 3 mil es south of tatltom 

Honcl, on 6th February 1915. 

72 . lynx torquilla .Linn . Tlte H71'!Jnecl,;. 
lyn :.; tor·quilla , Blanforcl, l<'.tnn. Brit. India, Dird5, iii ( l 8D5) , p. 78 : 

Gyldcnstolpe, Jonrn. N. H. S. Siam, i, p. 230(1Dlii) . 

De1e1·iption. L ength 191 mm. ('1.5 in.) . A.bove bl·uwni::;h grey, 

finely speclded and mottled; a dark bt·owH patch, uneveuly coloured, 

from the nape to the middle of Lhe back, auollter ac ross the coverts 

of each wing, a fe.1v longitudinal dark streaks on the lower back, and 
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::;ome imped 'ect ocelli on tlt e wing-coverts; qn il b b ro\\'n wi t.h rufous 

spots on the outer, ancl paler ones on t he in ner webs ; ta il '"ith na tTo\\· 
wavy Llack cross bands; sides of ht>acl, thro[tr, forell eck and uppe t· 

breast pal e rufous, ll'ith dark narrow cross-bands; a da rk pa tch on lit e 
ear-covet'ts ; lower breast and abd omen \\·hi t ish, \Yith ar ro1Y-heacl shaped 
dark mat·ks . 

Iris ha;r,e l.. Bill brow n. Legs a nd feet g re·2nish brol\" ll (Oates). 

Dist?·i!Jtt lion . The ouly specimen so far reco rcl ed from Sialll 

1::; that li sted by Gylclenstulpe as havin g been obl aine cl by M r. 
]i: mil i~i.se nlt o fc t' in No rthu n f:i ia m. I subseqne ll Lly p rocured Ottt' 

( o ) in Bangkok, on 21th April 1916, sitt in g on a small t ree near 
the railway Cl'OSs in g ove t· 1\:long Toi. U nfort un ately I omi tt.ecl to 
note the colours o£ th e sofr; pa rts, t he part iculars of whi ch, as 

givt'll above, are as recorded by Bbn fo rd. The b ircl is sa id by Blunfon1 
to bd a win te r vi;; ito t· to the pbins of I nrli a a nd Burma, b ut is e1• idently 

a rit.t'e one to S iam. It is not reported from F rench In clo-China by 
Oustalet·, nor does it appear in RJbin <;o n'::; I;Ian cl -list of the B ircls Of 
the Malay Peninsula (191 0). 

OJWE'l t-ZYGO D ACTYLY. 
Family OAPI'l'ONlD~E-Bar bets. 

73. Xa.ntholaema ha8matocephala ( P. !..1 . 8. Mull. ) 

The Crz'mson-lweasted Baruct . 
..!. 

Siam ese, 'J,IllVIVl TI .:J-N ok ti-t'hong. 
_, .. " nff, ulurnw !to ematuu'pl/.({ lu, Blan l'o rJ , Fann. l.hiL . .I 11 di a, D i nl ~, iii 

(1 895), p. D8; OgiliYie-G rnn t, F' :l oC' . l\Iala,v . Z<JO l. , iii ( l !J 0 5), p. 
JOI; Houinson and I\ loss, lui ti, Hill , p. 44; Gairdnl· r. Juu rn . N. 
H. S. S ian1 , i, p. 149 (1\.11 5) : lt()b iB 5on, ,J <> nrn. F. :i\1. S, i\l ns .. ,-, 
p. :J5 (1 9 15) : Gy ldenstolpc J9 1G, p. 10 1 ; Uoui n o~J il , ,J ourn. F . l\1. 
>::i. Mn8. , ,·ii , J• . lu 5 ( HJ J7) . 

Desc1·iptinn. Length up t o 171 mm. (6.7[; in. ). Lores black; 

hH·eh ead and sin ciput crimson ; a black band across t he l'e rtex ex tendin g 
tlown each side of the head behind the eye to the mala r reg ion ; occi
put and side<> of neck gTey ish g reen ; re mainde r of upper parts ye ll o\\·

ish g rt•en: quil ls blacki::lh, the p rim n. ri es (except the fi rst t wo) 

narrowl y, lite remaining win g-fea thers more bl'Oaclly, edged on the oute r 
11·cbs · with green, and a ll t he quill s with paler edges on t. he inn er 
webs especially t01mrrl t hL· ir hasPs; .'l. lwon.tl snp0rr ili nm nnrl a "till 
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Lroadet' st t·eak below tl1e ey <J, willt th e chin and throat, sulphur-yel low; 

brea~ l. , abdomen and under tail-coVE'i'hS yello wi sh whit e,· st reaked lougi
tuclittll.ll y wit it dark green, t>sp ~c ially on the Hanks; tail faintly \l'::tsbed 
IJ e.lo"· witlt pale vet·d iter-b lu E' . 

'J.'he youn g i ~ dttllot·, and lacks the crimson al1l1 lJlack on ilte 
for·eueck. 

hi ~ clat· k brown, 

"·hiclt is slate-colour. 
Bill blackish, excupt base of lower man tlible 

Mouth Rlate-cololll'. Bare orbit::tl skin dull 
crimson. Legs pinkish co ral-retl to lnke-t·etl. Claws blackish in adulto· 

JJisirihntion. A very wide I y di stribu ted bird, aud comm cn near

ly eve J'Y"·here. 'l'lte au~ho rs r1notecl ·in t he synonymy record thi::; 

species hom all parts of the co untry except the Centr::tl, ]~as t e rn antl 
South-eastern divisions, in all t·.hree of which, howeve r, I have personally 

obtaint'tl il. 
ll(dJils, l(c. ln Bang;kok tlti:; i::; one of the best-known and 

mo~t fam iliar bi rLl s, umlPr its t ri vial n::t tn e of Coppersmith , whi elt it 

derives hom the supposed resem blance of its monotonou s note, look, 
iook, took, to t he lap of a ltam mE' t' on metal. r['his note it repeats tillleS 

11·ithout numbE'l' fl'O m its perch on the upper bran ches of some leaf)' 
treE', ancl at eac lt note it nods its lt ear1. The Siamese nam e, it is of 

i11tercs t to rE' mark, means "Golcl-be::tter bircl," \\'hile 1".1te l\lal::tys call 

it· 'l'nkwn!J besi, or the "Blacks lllith" bircl. 
'l' lt[;; Barbut, in comt~Jon with most other Eastern species of lhe 

f:tmily, i:3 nni11ly a fl'l1it-aater, but is said occas ionally to take insects. 

A11y l;u·go trees whi ch b aat• an abundance of s mall-s i ~ed frnii8, ::; uch 

as Fit''ts el11stiw, the comm on HulJbE'r trt'e of Bangkok, and F. 'l ·eliuiosu,, 
t.lte 'l 'un Ploo of the SiamesP, are a great att-raction i·o these birds at 

ee rtain s~·aso n s. 

·;"': ) 

U!Wii U-A N ISODACTYLI. 

Family C01UCIADA.lrr'--H.o1lers. 

7 L Coracias affinis McClell. T lw Eunncsc Roller. 

Siame se~ 'W 1lV1 ~']11J -Xuk ta-ldu1h . 

Comr·iu8 (lj/inis, Bln nl'or.l , Fn nn . Dril. ·1 llllin, IJird~ , iii ( l ::l~5), p. lO G: 
Og ilri e-(,rn nt., Fnsc. lllal<~y. Zool., iii (1~05), I'· JO:J: UyiLlutt:ilulpu 
lUL.l. p. 51: Gni rdne r, ,Journ. X. 11. 8. oia111 , i, l'· l iiO (l~ I G); Gyl
dc nstolrn l!"Jl r., p. 117. 

lJeot·'I"'J 'l.irm. Lr ng ilt ahont 330 lltllt. (lo in.). H ead ::tbo1·e 

,Ju l.I-L\ . /'\AT. HI S l. SOC. SL\ 111. 
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gree11ish blu e to bluish g reen, passing in to bright pale verc1if·er-bl ne on 

the broad ancl long supercilia ; back, scapular;; and t ertiaries dnll 

bro\\'nish green to greenish brown ; small t' r anclmedian coverts dark bhH', 

gr·eater· seconrbr-y coverts green i ~h blue, g reater primary coverts pal<' 

blne ; quills dee.p blne, with a bar of pal e bluP across the tennin nl ha lf 

of the. primaries; rump clePp blne; uppet· ta il-cove.rt s bright_ pale blne; 

middle tail-feathers dusky blni sh green, the others deep blue at the basu 

and light b lue en th e terminal portion, with the end s tipped clarke1· ; 

sides of heacl , chin ancl throat pnrplisl~ blne, the tlll'oat-feathe:·s \"l·ith 

shining blue shaft-stripes; breast and abdomen vinaceous brown (in 

some specimens wit h sl ight purplish gloss) passing on 10\l' er alxlomen 

into rlnsky and then lig ht blu e on vent and uucler tail-coverts; 1\'ing 

linin g dark purplish blue. 

lris brown. Bill bl:-tckish. Mouth pale lemon-yello'"· Edges 

to cln ll of eyelids and bare facial skin brownish ot· g reen ish yellow 

yellowish orange. T.1eg s yellowisl1 brown t o bi'Ownish yt, llow. Ola\\' s 

blacki sh . 

Disti'·ilmtion. 'l'h e a uth orit ies quoted in th e syn ony lll y reco rrl 

this bi rcl from the Northern, \V estern . an cl Peninsnlar cli visions of th e 

conntry, whi le I have also obbinecl it at Rtngkot, Ce ntral S iam , anrl at 

Nong Khor , near Srimcha, in the South-Eastem division. As it has 

bee n r·eported from Inclo-Ohina by Onstalet, it is almost ce rtain to be 

found, as well, in Eastem 8iam. so it ma y be ~aiel t o be \\'iclely di stri

buted t lu·onghout the con ntry. 

In this conn ect ion it is of interest to note thaf·., thongh this bird 

occms as far down the :M:alay Peninsula as P.atani (the so nther.nm osf· 

Pt·ovince of Siam), it has not yet been obser ved in British Maln.p. 

Habits, &:1: . Tn Bangkok the Burmese Roller ( f rcqnently call e<l 

the m ne Jay by Europeans ) is a common res icle n1- spec ies. It is n 

solitary binl, excapt clnrin10 t he breeding seaEon (which is in the hot 

wenther) an<l is usually to be seen seated motionless on some exposed 

position , snch as the upperm ost branch of a, tree, an elect ric l.i g\it, 

cable on the r o:1cl s icl e, or a post in a garden·, bnt also, n ot infreqnently , 

on a buncl in a parli-fiold or on a heap of eaeth or stones. Its flight i ~, 

ordinarily, a slow and steady flapping, not unlike that of the Oro\\' , bn~, 

in common IYith it s Tnclian congener (C. inrliat), it. lrn.s. as rPmnrlc Prl b; 
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J erdon , '1 noted by Bbn for cl ( op. cit., p. 1 0'L), " t he habi t of occasionally 

nnking stl"'1len clat·ts in the ait' in all direct ions" at a mpid pace. I 
h ave only observe.] these d ttrting fli g l1 ts dming th e breeding season, 

so they a re probably m ::tde for th e purpose's of display, and th e bird 

1-lten shoiYs that it po ;sesses con sid erab! e wing-power, contrast ing 

st rikin gly with i t,; usua l c1 ni escent habits. 

T he Roller is generally rather a sil ent birrl. lts ordinary note 

(which is always hearcl more h equently in the breeding season) is a 

short and ha r::;h cheh, cheh, which is ut te t·ed both when at rest aml 

''h i le on the wing. l t a lso has a lom1er sct' E'aming c ry of ehe-eh, 
che-eh, r-l1r>-eh, alwnys p rmlucecl whil e on th e \\'ing aml n·ry often 

when p ed'ormi ng Lite aer ial evolutions re fe rred t o abovr. 

Fam il y JmnorJV.LE-Bee-eaters. 

Siarnese (gene ral name), 'Wflfl.__JJfll-Nok khab-kha: 

70. Merops philippintts Linn . The Blue-ta1'lerl Bee-Pater. 

1lferups philtjlpinlts, Dinnfo rd, Fnnn. l3 riL Tntlin, Dinh, iii (1 895), 
p. lll ; OgiJ,·iP-Grant, Fnsc . l\Inlay . ;l, ool., iii (19 05), p. 109; 
l:ol, ilW>n a111l Klo,s. ] his, 1911, p. 37 : GaiHlncr . .fonrn. N. l-1. S. 
Sinm. i, p . 150 ( 1!115 ); P. ol,in.;on, .l ourn. F. M .. S. ]\<Ins .. Y, p. 
146 ( 19\ 5), n.ntl vii , p. 152 (19Ii) . 

_ift'rlljl·' si,;,erciliosusphilijipinu,,, Gy ldcnstolpe 19 16, p. 110. 

Deacri11tion. Lei!gth up to 305 mm. (12 in.), of whi ch t.h e tail 

IS 153 mm. (Gi n. ) . L1res an:i. a streak past the eye to th e ear

coverts bbck, borrlerc.l aoO I'e by a narrow pale verclit e r-blne Sl'lperci

linm and belo1Y by a bl'Oacler blue lin e. Uppe t· parts to rump, inclu cli11g 

the wing-coverts, g reen wit h a rnfous t i11 gP, pass ing into th e ver~lit c r
hln a of t.lt e rump , uppe r j·ai 1-covt:> rt s and ta il ; tertiaries sometimes b luish, 

an tl so metimes g reen IYith bluish tips and ec1ges; rnidcl! e pair of tn,il

feathers with long elongate black tips , and a ll t he tail-fea1h ers dnrkish, 

grey be neath; lYing-feathers ( except the tertiaries ) darker and more 

rnfons g r een than t he back, and tipped wit h 1lack ; chin yellowish; 

t.h ron.t cheot.n ut, passin g iu to g reen on the breast, into g reenish blue 

on the nbclome n, nnd th en i nto pale blue on the vent nnd under tail

covr rts; wi.ng-linin g li ght brownish rufons . 

Iris cr im son. Bill blaek. Mouth flesh-colom. Legs dark plll'-
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plish br01m, soles paler·. Claws blaclds lt. 
Dii<tTibniion. So far recorcl erl from Northern, Centml, ·west ern 

and Peninsulat· S iam, \rbil e l have also obtainf:'cl it at Mnak-lek in the 

Eastem part of t he count ry, in April, and at Cape .Liant. in South

eastern Siam, in October·. It is thus universally distributed. 

Habits, d':c. I have recot·cls of this Bee-eatet· in Bangkok in all 

months ( of clifferent years) except l\Iay, wh en it also donbtless occurs. 

Neverth eless, the bird i:;; a partial migrant, and presumably wawlers 

about the country as food sup pli es wane or increase in particular 

locali t ies. It is somet imes in Bangkok for \Wtke at a time and then 

disappeat·s suddenly, to retum again a few weeks latet·. The bird is, 

perhaps, less often seen in the hot \Watlrer·, when it is probably away 
breeding. 

The Blne-tailecl Bee-eater is a handsome and familiat· bird, and 

may ofte n be sef' n seated on an electric light wire, an exposed twig of 

a t ree, or othet· point of vantage, whence it swoops after some passing 

insec t, or makes a short A.ight in t he ait· for amusement, returning , as 

a rttl e, to the same perch. Freqnently, several of them are fonncl 

together·. Their genera l mode of A.ight co·nsists of a few rapid bt>ats 

of the \Yings, followed by a graceful sa ilin g motion, with wings out

stretcherl . The note (always, I believe, utterf·~ while on t he wing) is 

a rather meloclions rol ling one, c1·ni, cnti, cnti, repeated sever·al timeo-. 

Family A LOEDINIDAE-1\Jngfislters. 
& 

Siamese (general name), 'U1lllJ~lJfl'U-N ok kra-ten. 

'iG. Cery le rudis leucomelanura Reichen b. · '1' he Ea stc1·n 
P1'ed f{£ngjishe1', 

& ..... "-' 
Siamese, 'U1ln:f~lJfl'U1Jn'I·H'1 1l --Nok ln·a-ten pak l~lc 

C'f'l·_l;.'c varia, Blnnford, Faun. Brit. India, Binl~, iii ( 1 R!)fj ), p. 11!); 
Williamson, .Jonr n. N. H. S. Sin m, i, p. 4 .} ( 1 !l U) : 9airdncr, 
Jonrn. N. H. S. Sinm,i, p. 150 ( 1!ll5). 

Ceryle nulis leutomelanura, Gyhlen~tolpe l!Jl 3, p. 53: iLl. l!ll6, p. 114. 

Desc1·iption. Length about 270 mm. ( 11 in .). Crom1 , nape 

anrl small nuchal crest black, sparingly streaked with "hite; lores anrl 

a long supercilium white; a black eye-streak from th e base of the bill 

to the ear-coverts, connected by a narrow black band with the black 

g01'get; an imperfect white col lar ; back, scapulars and wing-coverts 
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black, with white eclgings to the feathers; rump-feathers mixed black 

and white; primat·ies white at b:1se, b lack at terminal end-the white 
on the inner webs of the ontet· primari es being extended diagonally 

across the dista! half; seconrlaries largely white, with irregnlar black 

markings, mainly on the oute1· webs; all wing-feathers, except the f-it·:;t 
few primaries, with white tips; tail-feathers white on th e basal half 

and on the tip, a broad black banrl occupying the greater part of the 

distal half. Lowet· plumage, wi th cheeks and wing-lining, white, some 
small elongat e black spot.s forming a malar patch; a broar1 gorget 
across the ])!'east (interrupt ed in t he middl e, in tlte female) and some 

black spots on th e fhnks, sometim es nearly mt-eting across the abdo

men. 'rhe whit e on 1-h e tlll'oat , breast and abdomen is very pure and 

g lossy. 

Iris brolfn. Bill bl::tck. Mouth flesh-colom . Legs and feet 

blackish. Claws black. 

Dist?·ilmt·ion. H.ecorderl, up to the present, only from Rorthem , 

Central and \Ves t.ern Siam. Gy ldenstolpe remarks ( op. cit., 1916) 

that south of th e lat itude of Bangkok " it seems to be extremely rare, 
though it is found here and t·here in suitable places ." I am not a\Yare 

on what grounds the latter part of th is statement is based, as no such 

occnl'l'ences appear to have been reported. 

Ilrtbits, &c. l have obtained m· observed this Kingfisher in 
Bangkok in all tnon ths of the yeat· except Jnne, Novembet· and 

Decemb 1·, but. it probably sometimes occms in these month s al so. So 

far as Bangkok is concemed, it is, however, a partial migrant, and 

comes and gues irregul arly. \Vh en present, th e bir·cl cannot fail to be 

observed, both on account of its conspicnons black and white plumage, 
its frequr ntly utteretl twitterin g cry, ·and its habits, which tend to 

mad e it a familiar bi rei. 

'rhi s is the on ly Kingfisher·, occurring m Bangkok, which does 
n ot habitually watch for it s prey from a fi xed pe rch. Its ordinary 
method is to hover o1•er the \\'at er, when it sees or suspects a fi:;h , with 

its body horizontal , head bent cl own and beak verti cal, and wings beating 
the air rapidly. From thi s position it plunges, head foremost, quit e 

verti cally-th e first yard or hYo of its descent of 20 or 30 ft. bein g 

.TOUH~. NA'f. fTT ST. SOC. STA:I[. 



THE BIRDS OF BANGKOK. 331 -

aided by a st roke or b1·o of th e win gs, to gain impet ns, but before 

the water is reached the win gs are closed. Th e momentum carri es the 

bird r ight under the water, bur, it is out again in a second with (if 

success has been achieved) a Slllall Gsh in its bill, held a t r ig bt. angles. 

It then, while still flyillg, drops the fi ;:; h in the ail' fot· a moment, on ly 

t o re·-sei:oe it instantly, by the head, and swallow it. l have set•n tl1is 

don e several times. If the fi sh for which it is darting disappears afte l' 

tlte bird co mmences plunging, it checks its d01nmard course b efo re 

re~tching the water, a nd fli es upward again. 

Th e Pied Kingfisher is, of course, often to be seen seated ou 

trees, stumps or posts 11 ear the water, bnt I have n e1•er observeJ it 

plunge from thes~ . \Vhen uttering its twitte rin g cry, \\·bil e seated, 

it has the habit of flicking it::; tail up. 

77. Alc3do ispida bengalensis U m. 'The Easte1·n Common 
Eingfis ha. 

,1/c,•,fo i-'j!ic/1! (parL) , nlanfurd, F ann. Brit. lnLli-:1, Bird~, iii ( 18:.1 :•' , 
p. 1:!2; \\'illia1uson, J ourn. N. H. S. Siru11, i , p. 4:~. (191 4); 
Ogilvie-Gr~nt, l<'nsu .Mnlny. :l.oul., iii (1905), p. lll. 

. l!cer/o bel•golen.,is, Hol.Jinson aml Klnss, 1bis, 1911 , p. 32 . 

. t lcerlu il'pida ben.r;a/ensis, Gy lclem,tolpe 1913, p. 54; llobin~on, Ibis 
191 5, p. /30: Gy lclcnsto lpe 1916, p. 11 5; Rouin son, .J umn . F. 
M. S. i\lns., Yii, p. 146 (1917). 

DescTiption. L ength up to 171 (6.75in.). Crown and nape 

tmnsversely banded black and blue; lares and a bancl below the eye to 

the ear-cover ts deep fermginons, e ndin g in a white (or slightly rufous 

white) patch at the s ide of the n eck ; lower edge of the la res b lack and 

somet imes a black spot at th e base of the lower mandible, '''hen cE> th ere 

is a broad blue stripe a long the chee k ; middle of back, rump am1 upper 

tail-coverts bright blne; scapulat·s [l, ncl wing-coverts g reeni ;:; h blue, 

each of the lesser and median cove rts tipped ~YiLh a brig ht blue spot; 

l]Hills brown , edged outside "\Yith greemh lJlue; tail blue above, brown 

beneath. Chin a nd throat white, wmet im es wi1jh a pale ferruginous 

wash; remainder of lo\Yer parts deep fenuginous. The 'intensity and 

sltatle ot' the blue varies to some e xtent:. 

~t·is very dark brown. Bill blackish throughout in males; iu 

fennle:; the lull'er mandible i s oran ge at the base and dusky at the 

tip. Mouth I i \·.id llesh to fleshy orange. lJegs corul-t·erl , sometimes 

dusky in front. Claws pale to clark horn . 
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Disl'rilmlion. So fl1 t' reco rded fr om Northern, Central, 8ou bh
eas tem anll Penin~mla r Siam, while G ai rdner ( J-ou m. N. H. S. S iam, 

i , p. 150) believes he has seen it in the Western divi sion of the country. 

The bird thus rema ins to be r eco rd ed onl y from El1stern Siam, but 

as Ouetalet !Jas reported it from _French lm1o-Chinl1, it may with 

certainty he regarded as a species distributed throughout the country iu 

sui table localiti es. 

J[u6its, &c. In Bangkok thi s li tt le Kingfisl1 e r Is a winter \•is itor , 

and I have observed i t frc•m the end of Augus t to :,he end 0f March, 

i . e., for a space of about 7 month s . As it is res ident in the country, 

it apparent l)r moves :tway, after the hot season sets in , for b1·eeding 

pm poses. 

'l'his .Kingfi::;her is a sml1 ll edition of the common European one, 

and has similat· habit :o . As far as my obser vation goes, i t is usually a 

solitary bi rd , ant1 may often be seen sittin g quietly on som e low twig 

over- lw.nging the wate t·, or on a post or other nea r-by convenient 

coign of vantage, ready to p lunge for an unsuspectin g small fish. lt 
is l1 iso sa irl by Blanford occl1s ionall y to take tadpoles or wate r

insec ts. Its flight, as Blauford observes, is S\Y ift and straight, general

ly just above the surface of th e wat e1·, and I have observed that, when 

so flying, it frequently utters it s sharp , q uick note of chi-t,hi-chi-chi-chi, 

fo llowed by chi, chi, cfti, tll'o or three times, more s]o,yly. 

78. Ceyx tridactyla. (Pall.). Tlte Indt'an Tlu·ce- 'I'ocd 
lGng fis lte 1'. 

C''.IJ.t' tridaci,IJ/a, Blanford , Faun. Brit India , Birds, iii ( 1895), p.12/:
<lgilrie-Grant, Fasc . M a lay. /.ool., iii ( 1 fl05).- p. Ill : RoLin son and 
Kloss, Ibis, l!lll , p. 3)';: H erbc rt, J onrn . N . H. S. S iam, i, p. 
118 ( I !ll-!) : Hol,in son, .J onrn . F. l\1 . S. Mns ., Yii, p. 14G (J!ll~ ). 

CPy:c tridatt_ljln-<, GylclensLolpc l !l l 3, p. 5J; id . Journ. N . H. S. S i:un, 
i , p. 231 (l !lUi). 

Description. LengLh u p io 140 mm. (5.5 in.). A spot at base of 

forehead, pointed behind, black washed with purple ; c ro\\' n , nnpe, 

hind neck, lowe t· back anclt1pper tail-coverts orange-red wi t h a ruddy 

violet g loss, especially over the eye l1 lll1 on the rump and upper tail

coverts ; a black spot befo re t he eye; !ores, cheeks, ear-coverts and 

lower parts horn th e t hroat orange-ye ll o,,-; chin and throat ll'hitish; a 

<lt~Pp hln c spot hehin <1 t he PaJ·-covcrts, bordered behind Ly white 
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~capulat·::; and in ter-:;capulary rE'g iun dcLL·k pmplisll lJlue; wing-covert.:; 

edged with dee p blue; Lluill s dark bt·own , outer ~r eb of first primary 

e ntirely , and inner 11·ebs of all wing-feath er ::; pa rtia lly, dull rufous : 

ecl g t' of win g, smalle t• upper coverts and under win g -coverts rufous; 

Lail oran ge-red. 

Iris brown. Bill aml fee t bright 1·ermilliou-red (Diauford). 

D ist1·ihntion. Hecortl ecl, so far , from P enin sular, 1\orLhem and 

GenLml f:;iam , the fir ,:; t being the only division of the country in which 

Lh e b.ircl appears to be at, <dl pl en t iful. Hobin son and K loos ~ tnte 

th:tt U.ltidt6d!Jla is " widely distributec1 t hroug hout the PE>uiusula in 

h eavy jungle, usnally ueat· water," atlll Hobin son ha ,; informed me that 

it i::; comm on in Traug . A s regard s the otlter pa rt.:s of the country, the 

only reconl ~ I can tmce arc th e following:- . 

On e uhtain ed by Mr . .1:'. A. R Barron at Koh f:;i- clw.ng, Inner 

Uull' of Si am, in Ull2 a nd preser ved in Epirit (Gyld eu ::; tulpe, op. cit. , 
1!:>13). ~lr. Ba tTOil informed me tha.t this spec imen dropp ed dead in 

hi s compound , whil e !lying ovnhea<l. 

One caught alive by some boy::; i11 a garden n ear Bush Lane, 

lhngkok, on 7th April 19 U , a llll broug lt t to Ur . .K G. li erbert, who 

put it into his aviary . H ere iL li H•d for two montb s, feeding on :small 

[ll'awn s, until it succumbed durin g a heavy thullll ers tonu (H erbert, 

luc. cit.) . 

One ob tained by l\h. l ~ mill~ i ::>e nohre r in i\orLh ern Siam (GylJen

stolpe, u11. ci t. , 1Dl 5 ). Mr. Eisenhofer iuform ec1 me that it was cb 

so litary ::;pee imen, aull wa~ ;; hut n ear D en Chai. 

One procured by H. lL H . tl1 e Prince of Ghumpon at Muan g 

Non , 11 ear Ban gkok , a. yea r O L' t wo ago . 

From t he above parti culars it is <.:v id ent tha t th e binl ii:i 

rare in what may be call crl Siam proper, and a furth er point to 

he noted i:; that in n one uf t he four examples reported can it he saiil 

that th e birds were found in "heavy jungle," whi ch Hobinson and Kloss 

mention as theit· habita t in the Malay P enin::;nla. Koh Si-chaug is 

ce rtainly well-woocled i11 parts, but not heav ily t illlbered , while th e 

juugle round Den Olwi is dec icluons ancl rat her open. In the oth er two 

cases th e spec it11 ens we re oLtain ed in gard e n land , on the alluvial plain 

of Genlral Kia1n . 
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70. Pelargopsis gurial burmanica ~liarpe . Tlw Bu1·mese 
S torlc-billPd Kingfishel' . 

" 1 ' . :::i iatuesc , '\..lfl\lJ~ Wl'\..1 Vlbl:J or '\..lflfllW.ll-J-N ok kra--ten yai, 
or N ok ka m kuarn. 

l'elary"Ji···i., ,rJw·iul ( p:n t. ), Blanl'onl, Fann. Bri t. Indi:1 , 13irJ ~, iii 
(1 8!! 5), p. 12\J: \\'illin1nsun, .ronrn. N . H. S. Siam , i, p. 45 (1 9 14) ; 
Hainlner, iuid ., p. 150 ( 19 15 ) . 

.l'l'lur,qopsio .IJnriallm rmaoim , Uy ld (• nsfolpc 1913, p. ,54 ; Huuill son, 
li.Jis, 19 15, p. 7i:l l ; GylLlcnstolpe 19 16, p. 11 4 . 

Descr,:ption. L ength about 356 mm. ( 14 in . ). Crowll, nape 

anLl s id es of the li earl, inclm1ing th e cheek s and t he ear-coverts greyish 

brown. Neck alleound and lowe r parts, including \\·ing-lining, browuish 

yellow of vary ing shades-the chin an<l t hroat usuall _z pal e t· and the 

bt·east darker ; upper back , scapubrs, ou te r webs of lluill s, longe r tail

co~·erts and tail dull g reenish blue-the col om vn th e \rin g- and t ail

featlt e t'il tt ~ ua ll y bluer ; primari es ( except th e onter webs toward s th e 

base ) , in net· webs of secondari es, and lower surface of tail bt·own ; back , 

rump, and shorte r ta il-cove rts bri ght bln e. 

lri ::; bro\\·n. Bill dark blood-red , pal er bel ow aud duoky a t tip. 
]!]dge~ of eye liLh pinki sh omnge . Legs co ml-red. Claws ltom-culour . 

D ·ist'rilnttiun . . Thi s race of th e S tork-bill ed Kingfisher has been 

rt'eorded from all th e cl i visions of the country except Pen insn I at· Siaw, 

whe t'0 it i::; app:uen t ly replaced by the alli ed form , P. !f1Wial ( OL' 

ca1'ensis) ntalitccensit<, which is sli g htl y :;malle r and with EOme clifff r

eiiCfS in co lol11'a t ion. Ii obin son found birds ft·om Koh Pem1an , off 

Bantlon , inte rmediate be t we en I he two m cPs, bu t nearer to th e Malay

an furm. 

lt~.dJi i:s, &c. Thi:; is th e large~ t of om local Kin g fisherc an<l is 

a l'esicle nt bird. It is not un common in the b etter-wooded parts of th e 

snbarbs, anrl , :;o far as I have observed , is alway::; solitary . It has a 

loud Cl'.)', uttered while fly ing, of !.:a-ct ko.t, ka-ct l.:a, l•a-a kct, rep eated 

rath c t· s lo'"'Y se \'e t·a l times, and with a ri s in g inflection ou the second 

sy li able of the Jirst. note . 

80. Halcyon smyrnensis fusca ( HocU ) . T lw Jllleitc
lm:asted 10e"ngj£s lte I' . 

Jf, ft ·.'/" n -' 111/jl' ll eosi.s ( !Jnri .) . l3lall l'u nl, F aun. Uril. lnLlia, Hint ~, iii 
( J~ !J:"i ), p. 132: Op; ilvi c-G r:~nr , Fast' . :'1-lala.v. ZPol., iii ( 1905 ), 
p. JJ(): llohin son nn<l Kl m;;;, lbi ~, 19 11, p. 3.J. ; \\' illianJSOil, .J onl'l\. N . 
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H . S. Siam, i, p. 4fJ (l!JI4): Hobinson, .l onrn. le. M . S . l\fns. , v., 
pp.!12and 145 (1!ll5). 

Jlctl r·_IJnn :flll.'JrnPnsis .fi.r.<ca, Gyhi Pnstolpe 1 !lJ 3, p. 54; 11 obi n ~on, lhi ~. 
l!Jl 5, p. 732: Gyldcu st.olpe 1 !JIG, 1'· 116. 

Desc?·ipt·ion. Le11gt.h about 267 mm. ( 10. 5 in.). Chin, throat 

and middl e of breast whitP., all the rest of the head, neck and lower 

plumage deep chestnut-brown ; scapu lars and inter-scapulary tracl", 

t ertiaries, oute r webo of secondaries above, and uppet· surface of tail 

blue, usually with a g reenish tinge in ce rtain lig hts; lower back , rump 

and upper tail-covertl' brighter blue; greater wing -coverts du ller and 

clarket· blne ; mecl i.:tn co\·e rts blacl• ; lesser co,·erts chestnut; st>conilary 

quill s black, except on the upper surface of the outer webs; primaries 

blackish bl'own , with the basa l portione above pale b lue and a whittl 

patch on the inner webs. 

his bt'O\Yn. Bill dark sealing-wax !'eel, somet im es dnsky at the 

tip, th e base a nd th e edges of the mandib!Ps. Byelids clull pinkish 

brown. Legs and feet bright sealin g-mtx reel behind , reclcl ish bro\\'11 

in front. Claws dnrk hol'll-colour. 

Disil'iil!l,tion. Has been recorded from all t he clivisions of th e 

country, except th e 'Vestem , bnt mu;;t occm· there al so. 

Hahits, &c. In Bangkok I have only observed this bird from 

September to February, so it " ·ould appear to be a partial migmnt·, 

leaving this neighbourh ood for so me other part of the country fell' 

breeding pmposes. AccOJ·ding to Blanforcl the JJHlian bird breed~ 

from :\[arch to Jnly, a nd it if' probable th a t. th e S iamese one cloes so 

at t he same time of the year. It is less often seen in Bangkok t han 

B. 11ileata, the Black-capped Kingfishe1·, bnt has very similar habits, 

a nd is usually to be ohse rved perched on overhanging branches Ol' 

other poi nt;; of nntage on t he ba nk s of om tidal canal s ot· ponrls, but 

I believe its food co nsists chiefl y of f t·esh-water crustacea and oth er 

rl en i:.-:en s of the mud-ba nks. 

81. Halcyon pileah (Borlcl.) . The Bladc-capJ!Prl 
T{?'u.r;fishe1'. 

I!olr·.IJnn pi/mire. Blnnl'orcl. Fann. Bri t, India, Binls, iii (l R!lfJ ), p. 13l1: 
Co yldcnstolpe l!ll 3, p. 55; llobinson, IGis, 19 J;, , p. 732; id .. Jnnl'll. 
F. 1\f. S. Mn~. , vii ( \9 :7 ), p. 148. 

llo/c.lfnl1 p iif!llu.,, O~i lvi e -G rant. Fn~r. ~Inlay , 7. onl ., iii ( 1 !)()!) ). 

p. 110: Robin son :1ml Klo~~. JJ,i s, 1 !lll , p. 3 <~. 
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D escn',ption. L eng th about; 292 mm. (ll .5 in.) . Crown , nap E" 

and sides of head black-a few \l·hite feathers b E> low th e eye; a bronrl 

buffy white co llar round th e n eck , followed by a blackish hand behind; 

scn.pnhrs, back, rnm p, 11pper tai !-coverts, n pp er su rfn.ce of tai I, outer 

webs of seconrln.t·ies anrl ter·tiarics . abov e, and g reater prinwry co\erts 

cl eep blue, bri g hter on the lower· hac!~ and rump; remaining wing

coverts black: primary r1nills black at the ends (the first primaries for 

half th eir length, the inner ones for less), \ritlt the basal portion \Yhit e 

on the inn er web, pal e blni h lilac on the oute r web, opposite th e white, 

anrl deep blne fat· a slt ort rlistance beyond thl" lilac part; secondary 

qnills deep blne on outer web anrl a smn,ll portion of inner web near 

the shn,fr, th e remaind er of the inn er 1reb bbck. Chi n , throat a nd middle 

of breast white; sides of throat aml breast a nd remaind er of lower 

snrface, IYith t he win g-linin g, fE"rrnginous buff; tail blnck beneath. 

In yo un g birds, anrl in many femalE's, the breast-fen,thE"rs h:we 

rbrk edges. and tli ere are a fe w small black ~pot s on the sides of t he throat. 

Iris dark brown. Bil l rleep sealing-wax rerl , dnsky at has€'. 

Month sea lin g -\\·ax retl. .Legs tluslq· red in front , bright sea lin g-wax 

rerl behind and on soles. Cla\\'S dark hom-colonr. 

Dist ,. ilmtion~ So far recorded from all parts of t he conntry 

exce pt the :J<Jaste l'll :.ncl \iVes te l'll , but it mn t·, occn 1· ther~ abo, as 

it iR founrl bot h in Frenrh] nrl o-china ( Oustalet) nllCl in Burma, in

clnrling Ten11.sse rim. Blanfol'(l (op . cil., p, 13 1.) r e marks that this bird 

io '· sel•lom found inbnrl ," th ong h sprc ime ns have been obtainerl som r 

rli il t::mce np th e rivet's in Hni·m:.. In Siam it has been proenrl"d by 
(~yla e n s tolpe seve ml ltnn :lrerlmil es from the st>a, at. Meh Lem, Pt·a<' , 

Kort.hern Siam, anrl I ha\·c also :> spec imen from th e ~amP locn. lit~-, 

ohta.i necl fom year.~ lai·e t·. 

Iral1ils, c~c . Thi s bircl , so far as my obsel'vat ions extt>nrl, occur;;; 

111 Bangkok oHly h om O.;tobet· to l\farch, rlnrin g which months it is 

r[tlite c:)m:n::>:I. It peJbably len,1'es B.1ngkok to bre.l"cl, bnt there is no 

inform:.tion eit her in the .b'auna of British India, ot· Hnme'::; N ests nnrl 

B:s·gs of In rlian Bil'ds (::Incl. R !ition) as to when thi::; oceur:-<, \Yhile in 

the Catalogue of Bird s' ·~ggs in th e British llruseun (Vol. iii , p. 38), 

n o cl a t.es are g i I' en fot· t he t11·o clu tch es recorrlecl from Borneo nntl 

('hina.. rPspPctive l_l. Like other Kin g fl shPI'5, this birrl ha~ a strnight, 
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n ndeviating fli g h t, durin g wh ich it utters a loud, n oisy Cl'}' of cheh, 

do ~h. eh~ '•, c heh , cheh, chch. I t has a noth et' n ot e, u t tered whi le s it

ting--a mthet· m elorli.ous t r ill of k?'-1'-?'-r-r or ch1'-'l'-1'-1'. 

8 2 . Sauropatis chloris ( Bodcl . ). Tlw lVln'tc-collr:t1'C' rl 
Kin gfis lw1·. 

"" \:!\ 
Siamese, '!-In n'l-lllHJr:J-N ok kin-pio. 
Sc.wrputi-< eh/oris, ll l:nd'orrl . Fn un . Brit. lnclia. Bird s, iii (1 8 ~ G ), p. 13G 
Ilalcyon l11u11ei, Ogilvie-G r:m t , FflSC . l'Vl nlH_v . ~ oc.l. , iii ( 1!l0r> ) , p . 1 ll. 
Jlrrlcyon arm.<tr011,1i, Rohinson and K loss, 11 •i .,;, l !J 11 , p. 34 ; Uohin ~on 

.J onrn F . M S. Mn s., v, p. 145 (l!ll 5). 
1/alc,l;nn eh/oris , Hob inson, lbi ~, 1915, p. 73 1: id. ,J nnrn. F. M S. Mns., 

l' ii , l'· 1 4 ~1 ( 1917). 
1Jalr-,IJOI1 eh/oris urmstrongi, Gy lclenstolpc 1916, p. 11 7. 

D.sc1·iption. Le ngth abon t 2111 mm . (9 .5 i n.). Urown , na pe 

and s ides of head to below the eye blnish g l'een - th e eal'-coverts some

t imes black ; a whit e streak above t he la res, exteniling bat:k ab ove the 

eye; a broad white col la t·; upper back a nd scapularo; rlull blui sh g reen 

to g ree n ish blue; lowe r back , r um p and nppe t· t ail-covert s ])l'i g ht 

blue; upper su rface of tai l an d of onte r \YPbs of wing-feathe rs deep 

b lne, some times wi t h a s li g h t g reen ish t i nge; q ni. ll s, except on t he 

oute r wE·bs, b lackish , as is also t he lower Stll'face of th e t ai l-f t>ath e t'S; 

e ntire unde r-s urface of body, incliHlin g t. h e win g-lining . IYlti te, some

t imes fa in t ly t in ged wit h buff. 

Iri s da rk bro\\' n. U ppe r ma ncl ib le, and t i p an cl eclge of lowe1·, 

da rk horn-colour ; ,;ema incler of lowe l' mandible pinkish white ; legs 

and feet plumbeou s to bt·owni Fh p lumbeom. Claws horn-colour . 

Dist?·ilndion. Thi s spec ies occurs onl y in t he coastal reg ion s of 

th e country, from P atani in t h e So nt h-IYest to t he So uth-easte rn lim

its of S ia mese te rritor);, as we ll as on t he \ Vest ern sid e of t he Malay 

P enin sul a. 

As Robin son has sh own , there is n o justification for t he at te rnpts 

whi ch have been made t o di vicle up thi s species into va rious races. 

'rh e specim ens I have examine<l b eat· ant hi s contention t ha t th e 

va t·iations on whi ch t hese races h :-we bee n foun rl ecl ru·e i ncl i virln al aml 

n ot locaL 

Jial>its, cC:c. _ I n Ban g k ok I have observed th e White-collarerl 

Kin g fish er from Janua ry to Septe mber , aml it is exceedin g ly abunclant 

h am March to .J nn e, c1nr in g whi r h t inlf>: it is ve ry mn e: h in rv icl encr. 
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both on account of its striking appearance and its incessant calling. 

Its notes appcn.r to be of three cliffet·e nt kin rl s, viz., (1) a loud sct·eam

ing cry of !.:c~ , l.:c~, l.:c~, ka, J.:a, utte t'(•cl while flyin g, (2) a r egular rheep, 
cheep, cheep, cheep, usually uttered four time~, but occasionally fi\'e, 

while seated, and (3) a soft, confidential note of k?·ni-7.-Tni , also when 

seated, which last appears to be of a n amat:ivP natme, as I ha\·e on ly 

noticed it when a pair are togetl!Pr·, undi st urbed. 

It breech; here reg ularly from F ebruat'Y to Jnn e, or possibly a 

little later, anr1 lays f0nt' white eggs, eith er in a t t·ee-ant's nest., or· in a 

hole in a tt·ee. 

Family UPUPJDAE-.Hoopoeg, 
83. Upupa epops longirostris Je rrl on. The Bw·mese 

Iloopoe. 

Siamese, 'Ufl!l1J1~Vl .... f'J'JVll'h!-Nok karat~g hua khwan. 
Upupa inrlicrt, ntanl'onl, Fa11n. Brit. Incl., Bird~, iii ( 18!l5 ), p. lGI: 

Ogilvi -Grant, l•'a~r. Malny. Zool., iii (l!l05). p. 108: Robinson an d 
Kloss, Ibis, l!lll , p. 35; Rob inson , .lomn. F. M. S. l\Jns., v, p. 145 
(191-5 ); Ga irdncr, ,Jonrn. N. H. S. Siam, i, p. 150 (1!l1 5); Willi••lll
son, ibid., p. Hl8 ( lfll5) , 

Up1rpa epops indicu, Gylclenstolpe 1913, p. 56. 
l 'pupa epnps lnn.r;iros/ri-<, Gyldenstolpc 1916, p. 111 . 

Description. J-'engt.lt of males up t.o 330 mm. (13 in.) . Crest 

pale rnfous, all the ft>ath ers with black t ips; ~des of head, chin, neck 

a ll round, breast and npper portion of abdomen Yarying from ashy 

rnfons to pa le rufous with a v inous tinge-the hind neck being 

generally dal'l(e r a nd more rufons t.ha n the eth er parts; bend of \Ying 

(i n adults) pale rufous; uppe r back light crown (sometimes with ashy 

tinge), then a black band , fo ll owed by a buffy whit e one, this in tnrn 

succeeded by a broad brownish black band with imperfect whitish or 

bnffy bat's; l'tlmp white; up pet· tail-cm·erts white at base, black at ends; 

tail black with a white bar across it halfway do\Yn ; primary and 

~econdary <1nills b lack, the first pt·imary gene.t·a lly, but not a lways, 

with a white spot on t he innee web, the other primaries with a white 

banrl act·oss them, imperfect on th e inne1:most three or four, and th e 

secondari es with white bases a nd four white bands ; tertiaries dark 

b rown, er1gec1 with buffy white and with an oblique band of the same 

colour on the inn er wPh. Lo1Yer por t ion of abdomen nncl under tail

covert s whit·e. 
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Lri::; reddi::;h brown 1 o dark bro\\"n. Bill dark bru11·u. pale to 
pinki ::;h hom-colom at g-ape and a~ base of lower mandible. )Jouth 
pinkish fl esh. LE>g:; purplish brown to plumbcous, solE's grE>yish wh ite. 
()laws dark hom-colou t', 

lJist,·i{,nlio,t. Hcconled, by tlw authors quoted iu lhe ~y nonpny, 

from all part a of thu country cXCE'pt the Central and :Soulh-eas!em 
d i vi::;ions where, however, 1 have obtai ned it. 

ln Bangkok this is <\ ral'(: bil'(l aml l bel ieve only :Ol't'll in lhe 
cold SP-asoll. 'l'he lit·3t of my two Bangkok spE>cimens 11as caught 
in the room of a house on I he we:<t bank of the ri ,·cr on lhe 26th 
January 1915, while the second was shot in th e neighbourh ood of 
f:iathol'll Hoad on the 16th J"annary l!J 17. Both are fully :~dull bircls. 
As a rule thf'y at·e found here singly, but 1 once saw a pair on Hacc
cout•se Boacl , and anoLhet' pair· was obsl't·ved ::;omd yeat'3 ago by Dr. 
Malcolm Smidt in a compound in 1 'uriwongse Hoacl. 

The Bnrmese mce of the lloopoe (to which also the ~iaruf'se 
bi t·d belongs) has been se parated ft·om l he lndian form mainly on 
account of its larger s i~e, incl u<ling lhe bill ""hich, in typical male 
specimen:;, measnre::; 6G mm. (2.6 in.) i11 leng th, or more. . \ male 
in my collect ion from Hnyong, SonLh-ea~ t ern Siam, has a wing of 155 
r11111. (6. L in. ) and a bill of G5 n1n1., wl1i le another mal r, lron1 Nong
lme, 1 'outh-we"lern ~iam, has a bill of 68 mm., but wi~h a compar
a.Li,·e ly shot·t wing of J-l.O mm. 

lrcLbil~, ,(:,:. lloopoes are genemlly found in fail'i y open wooded 
eonntry, such as mixed sc::mb and bamuoo, though 1 have observed 
Litem in heavy evergreen forest at Nong 1\ hor, nen.t· Sl'imdra, in Soul h
ca:<tem Siam. 'l'hPj" feed on the g r·ouJl(l on in sects, and :~re ::aid by 
131anford to ext met grubs with their long bills from some distance 
bent·at h the ~urface . .1 ha\·e found them ,·ery comtnon in somP parts 
uf" t.he cou ntry, such as in Lhc coastal region oft he South-west. 

( 'l'v f,c ron l inacd.) 
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