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Iris reddish brown to dark brown. Bill dark brown, pale to
pinkish horn-colour at gape and at base of lower mandible. Mouth
pinkish flesh. Legs purplish brown to plumbeons, soles greyish white.
Claws dark horn-colour.

Distribution. Recorded, by the authors quoted in the synonymy,
from all parts of the country except the Central and South-eastern
divisions where, however, | have obtained it.

In Bangkol this is a rare bird and I believe only seen in the
cold season. The fivst of my two Banglok specimens was caught
in the room of a house on the west bank of the river on the 26th
Januarvy 1915, while the second was shot in the neighbonrhood of
Sathorn Road on the L6th January 1917, Both ave fully adult birds.
As a rule they are found here singly, but 1 once saw a pair on Race-
course Road, and another pair was observed some years ago by Dr.
Maleolm Smith in a compound in Suriwongse Road.

The Burmese race of the Hoopoe (to which also the Siamese
bird belongs) has been separated from the Indian form mainly on
account of its larger size, including the bill which, in typical male
specimens, measnres 66 mm. (2.6 in.) in length, or more. A male
in my collection from Rayong, South-eastern Siam, has a wing of 155
. (6.1 in.) and a bill of 65 mm., while another male, from Nong-
kae, South-western Siam, has a Dbill of 68 mm., but with a compar-
atively short wing of 140 mm.

Ilabits, &e.  Hoopoes are generally found in faivly open wooded
country, such as mixed serub and bamboo, though 1 have observed
them in heavy evergreen forest at Nong Khor, near Srivacha, in South-
eastern Siam.  They feed on the ground on insects, and are said by
Blanford to extract grubs with their long bills from some distance
beneath the surface. 1 have found them very common in some parts
of the country, such as inthe coastal region of the South-west.

(10 be continued.)
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