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Five species of Tropidophorus are now lo10wn to inh ab it Siam, 

two of which are here de~cribed as 11ew to science . T . thoi was 

obtained by my collectors at the enil of ] 917 wl1ile on a visit to the 

North, while T. robinsoni was discovered in the Peninsula during the 

recent expedition of the Federated l\Jalny Statrs l\lmeums to tll3t part, 

of tl1e country. I have much pleasure in naming this 11 ew specirs in 

honour of Mr. Herbert C. R.obinson, Director of l\lu set1ms, who as hrnd 

of the party, took charge of my collector. Th e t} pes of both <pecies 

will be presented to the British M11St'llnl of Nahm:d Eistory . 

All the lizards of this Gem1s appear to havf' t1w f!ame love of 

water, and are to be found freque11ting mo1mtain s1re~n1s, livi11g in ·t l1e 

tangle of undergrowth upon the bank, or hiding beneath the stones that 

form the river bed. T hey produce their yonng alive . 

Examples ofT. cochi-nchinensis ] have kPpt alivE>, but tl1ry " ·rre 

not happy in captivity. 'l'hf' d1ange of environmen t \I'D t: evidently I< ·O 

great. Noctumal in t l1eir habits, they ,·pent ihe days in hiding 

beneath the earth or ,toues in their cage. J nevn , nw thfm take ~my 

food. 

TI{OPIDOPHOHt'S IWilJNSONT, sp. n ov. 

Diagnosis. Upper l1E>ad sh ields feebly striaterl, a li'ingle fronto­

nasal, 30 to 32 scales round the boflJ, dorsals a11d laterals keeled, not. 

mucronate. Allied to T. lJe?·dmrwei Bly f h, from J>rgn a11 d Te1111Esrrim, 

from which it differs chiefly in the fewer numbe•· of scal~:>s ronnd the 
body. 

Description. Upper h~:>ad shields feebly strintrcl; a single fro11to­

nasal, nearly as broad posterior ly as loJJg ; praefronta ls formil lg a good 

suture; frontal as long as, or a little longE-r than, t l1e frontoparietals 

and interparietal together; parietals forming a su ture brhi11d the intt>r­
parietal; four supraocul:us, first longest; six supraciliaries anterior to 

the fourth supraocular, wh ich enters the ,tlpraciliary border ; JJ ostril 

pierced in a sin gle nasal; a siug le anterior loreal, succeeded by another 

of about the same size; six supra labial , fourth largest a11d Sllb{)cu lar; 

temporals small and scale-like except 011e. m cOJltact with the 
parietal , which is usually much lnrger;, a silJ[de po lme1lfal; 
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224 DR. MALCOLM SMIT H ON 

ty tupanum nea rl y as la rge a · the eye opening; 30 to 32 scales round 

lit e middle of th e bouy, nnchals often bi- tri- or multicarinate , clot·sal s 

:> l'l'ongly k t> eled, not mucronate; lateral s kee led, a little sma ll er than th e 

d ut· ::;al ::; , Ji rected strai g ht b::t.ck wat·cl s; g ular scales smooth or fee-b ly keeled, 

ve n t rals smooth ; a pa ir of large pmeanals ; caudal scal es keeled except 

t. he meclian l o ~Yer series ; the hind limb reach es the wrist, or not quite 

,;u far; subdigit.allamellae smooth, L7 or 18 beneath the fourth t oe. 

Brownish ur blad;:ish above, with lig h t brown, black-edged cross 

ba rs or a lte rnating spots, the first on the nape ; sides of body and tail 

with small \>Yhi te spots; below yell owish-white, the belly uniform, the 

throat mot·e or less spotted wit.h black, the tail thickly spotted or 

a lmost entirely bbck; head blackish , bbial s with white s pots. 

'l'!Jpe. Gmvid female, author's number, ~254, ~oll ected a t 

Tasau , 32 kilom c>tres \V. of Chumpom town, P eninsnlat· S iam , m 
March 19Jf>. 

Numbet· of spec im ens examined, 33, all from the same locali ty ; 

auth or'::; numbers 3 247 to 3279 inclu sive . 

Va1·iation. The posterior !oreal shield in one specim en 1s 

cl i vicl ed vertically in to t wo. 

j){ easu1·emen ts. No. S25U 

T otal leng th 155 

Tail 77 
.IJengtb of head 15 

Width of head g. 

]~o re limb 18 
Hindlimb 25 

No. 3254 

165 
!)0 

15 
8.5 
to 
25 

No. 3267 

155 
95 
10 

8 .5 

15 
23 

Several gravid females were ob tain ed, containing from four to .five 

emlJryos, inn. fa irly ad va.need stage of de velopm ent. 

THo PlDOPHOH CS YUJ'1NANENSIS Blgr. 

A rm andale has recen tly proposed (Rec. Incl. Mu s., viii, p. 58, 

HJJ.2), that t his ::;pecies shonld be united wit h T . benlmo?"ii Blyth, 

fr·om T enasse rim, basing !tis opinion on the tact that th e keelin g of th e 

~cal e s, and th e nn m be r of scale rows ronnel tlt e bocly, is in co nstant. 

Vhth a large se ries of spec im ens from the hill s of N ol'th em Sia.m before 

m~, lJOwever, there seems good reason to mainta in thRill as o rg inally 

::;t>J •a m ted by Uoulenge r. 
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THE LIZARDS OF THE GENUS TROPIDOPHORUS IN SIAM. 225 

A ltoge th e r I have 4 2 specimen s, 16 f ro m Kh ao Pleung and Pan 

T on Pheun g, in the hills to tbe sou t h of !'me, while the remaillCle r are 

hom th e hilb in the :Me Wang di <> tri ct., reachin g as fa r north as Pa 

Meang, n eat· th e border of th e Sout hem S han Stn. tes. Th ey 11·ere all 

taken at. betwee n 800 and 2000 feet elevation. 

In all tlt e adults and in n early ail the half g rown specime ns, th e 

scales are enti n·ly 8mootb . Only in jtwe niles are t h ey at aJr: strong-lr 

keeled , and thi ;; ~eems to be a characte r common t o th e ge nus, namely, 

that. the youn g whe11 born are m ore s trong ly k ee led titan t.h e ir 

parents. 

The numbe r of scales round tlt e middl e of the body van t>s from 

32 to 36; 32 occ urrin g s ix times, ;)LL t11·enty-seven t.im es, and 36 ntn e 

times in th e s.- ri e:=: . 'l'hi s va riation does n ot appear t o d epend upon 

locality. 

'l'h e prae frontals in thi s s pecies are saiL1 to b e in contract, or 

mee ting by th e ittn er an g les. My specimens she ll' c:m sirl e rable Y:Hw.­

tion in thi s resp c>c t. In the series of 16 f t·om south of Prae , th ese 

s hie lds are so arra nged in ll exampl es, while in t he other 5 , a small 

shield is int.e rpo:>ecl sepa ra ting them. Itt none of t he specim e ns from Me 

W an g at·e the praefrontals in ~ontact, this inte t·ca latecl shi e ld b eing 

p resent in eve ry instance. The l'e arc two l superposed ante ri or lol'eal 

scales in eve r·y exam ple, s ucceeded by a s ing le large pos te t·ior one ; 

rarely 011 e or t wo small sca] C~S are in te rp ost>d betwee n tlti s lattt-r 

shield and the prae fl'ont a ls. Two pl'aeanal shie lcl s occ nr in e ve r-y 

example. 

TIW l ' JD OPlfORlJS Bl•; I{I)M()l{[l ( Blytlt). 

To this spec ies I refer 5 examples co ll ect r.d on D oi N ga Cha ng, 

m the southern p:11t of t he 1\Ie ·wan g d i~ tri ct , at be t ween 2000 anrl 

3000 feet . 

lt is nnfor tu nat,e that. non e of these specitn t> ns is a rlnlt, t;Jt p 

largest one ha ving a heacl. and body of 57 rnm. (total le ng th, 132, tip 

of tail mi ssing ). A ll the specimen hol,·e ve t·, ha1·e t he cl or~a l and 

1 Andcrs<•n 's ::;pt·r· tm en as figu red (/'; o.,J. P. esca rclr c· . .: Yunnnr-r, p. 7\Hi. 

pl. !xxvi. fig. ::>. 1878) . appea r.;; to hare oul~· a ~ i ng l e ant.c ri or !oreal. 
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lateral scales stl'ongly lmol~d, the sma.llest (head and bo 1y, 41. mm.), ' 
having the ventraL:; faintly keeled also. 

There are 36 scn.les t'OlltHl the midtlle of the body in one 

inrli~·idun.l, 38 in the remaining f011t'. Thel'e is a single large anterior 
lot·eal, succeeclecl by [l,nother of a\nut the sa. me size. rrhe pmefrontals 

are in contact with ea.ch other by theit· inner angles. 
I separate these fi. ve examples fl'om my specimens of '1'. y·ttnn­

anensis on the following points:-
(1) La.rget· numbet· of scales round the body ; (2) dol'sal~ and 

la.tel'als strongly keeled; (~) o. single antel'ior !oreal; ('J•) prn.efmntals in 

contact in all examples. 

TROPIDOPHORU:s THAI, sp. no\·.* 

Description of the type. U ppet· head shields rugose; a pair of 

frontona.sals, each one much longer than bt·oad; a large al'-ygos shield 
separating the pt·aefl'onta.ls and postet·ior part of the fl'ontonasals; anterior 

pot·tion of the frontal broken into two pieces, the total length of thi 

shield being as long as the frontoparietals and interpat·ietal together; 

four suprn.oculars, fir·st longest; five supraciliaries antet·ior to the 4th 

supmocular which enters the supraciliary border; fl'ontopat·ietals 
shorter than inter·p:tt'ietal, which separates the pat•ietals; nostril 

pierced in a single nasal ; two o.ntel'im· loreals, succeeded by two lat•get· 

one3; six SLlpt·al ~bi ·tl~, 4~h Ltrge3t and suboculat·; tempm·o.ls smo.ll and 

scale-like, keelerl; p'Btmental single ; tymp:ulUm nearly as large as the 
t>ye opening; 33 scales r·ound the body, dorsals and lateml strongly 

keel:}d, scar·cely rnuct·ouate; laterals smallest, the upper rows dit·ected 
obliquely upwarcls and bo.ckwards; gulo.t·s feebly keeled, ventrals 

smooth; a pair of large praeanals; the adpt·essed limbs fail to meet by 

the length of the hand; subdigital lamellae smooth, 18 or 19 beneath 

t.he 4th toe; tail a little Iunger than tlte head <md body, all its sco.les 
keeled except the median lower: set'ies. 

Light bt·own on the back, with a series of obliqne yellowish 
clark-edged V- shaped mar·ks; smo.ll light · pots on the sides; belly 

I The tails of t.hesc lizar,ls are o frequently mutilalecl and regrrmn, that 
the ll!easnremcnts of lotal length give no true indieation r>f t he size of the 
l' T•)il f,n re. 

"'l'h:li= Siatne e, pronounce l Tai. 
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brownish \Yhite, throat pn.lt> r; lips hind: "·ith wh iti sh ~>pot. ; tail abo\ r 

as th e back, below moLtl ecl white and dark brom1. 

Allit·d to T. cocltinl'hine·Ji sis Dum. & BilJ., a nd 'l '. (l'l'n!J?: Giin t.h. 
'J'ype. Antltor\; nnmber, :3iOS, coll ectetl n.t Pa Menng, Me 

Wang . 1o1'th S ia l!! ,. in Oct.. 1917, at. nhout ::WOO fe t> t elevat ion. 

Two nwl·e spe.cim ens are from I he sam e localit.y . Th ey rl iffc>r 

fi'OJn tilt' typ t> in tl1 e foi loll'i ng parti('ulars. 
Ko. 31 Oo . A nt t> rior p:lrt. of fro nt 1l l)!'oke n int o fot tl' or fi ve 

pi E'Cf ::-, pari etal.; in ctmlat't lw hinclt·he int t> rpru·ietal. 6 ::-n pmcilia 1·i rs: 

3G scales l'onncl the body; t.lJ c arlp1·essecllimbs _j11 st fail to mt>e l". 
No. 3215. Immature. Gular scales str ngly, venLrals feebly, 

keeled ; t he hin d limb reaches the \l'l'ist. 

Dimensions. No. 3105 

1'ota1 length 180 

Tai I 90 
Length of hearl ] 6 
Witlth of l1 eacl 12 
L•'ore limb 18 
l1ind limh 2S 

No. 3106 
132 
60 
]II. 

10 
JG 
24 

Xo. 321.) 

0G 
54 

'l'nnPlOOl'ITOHL'S cnc tll NC' rriXEXS T:-> Dum. & Bih. 

'J.'ropitlophorlts mit'I'O!Pjlt-', Gi'ln LhPr, Jl,•pt. Brit . l 111l. p. 7fi. Pl. X fi g. A . 

GUnther',; type of rr•. mim·oleLJiS (a si ngle 8pec imen) is from 

Chantnboon (Chartaboum ), and no doobt it came from t he neighbour­
ing hill of Khao 8 ebnb, ll"h t>re M.onhot te ll s us he mafle considcrrtbb 

col lect ions.l 
1 have l2 speci u1 ens o':l tained npon this hill , and 7 111 0re wl1i fdt 

\I"PI'A bnrn in capti\7 it,\'. 
I 'a ,.ialio,~ . 'l'hr j) l':l.e f'rontab f'orm n. goml suture in 17 <:'X::tmp ]e;i, 

ancl h:we a ;;mall shield st•pnrati ng them in 2. ".L'he 1·e ::trt> t\\ o s u pel'-

I .. Tr:HI'l~ in t. ht! Cc1Jtml Part s of Jndo-"hinn ( ' ialn). Camli••din, and 
l.:t••s" 1\v 1l e1Jri :\o1 ,n thnllt. Th e tcnll Camkj[l, appPars t•1 hare l.H~r. n ll"etl 
"'" " ~''rl lal . ],'"""''-" in the pa"t, nntl iL ~t·rms pn>b:Ll>le I hat nntny ot' iVIolllJOt's 
"l"'c illl t'::" ln.IH• lletl wi th t.h:lt. nn111c rPnlly <·fllJJe l' ro11 1 Sinllt. H i ~ lll:l])~ s li P\\' 
tlnu J,,. iran·ll•·•l rxlt•ni<il'l'l,\' in ~i:1 11 1 :11J•l Lao~, :1111l only rpn· li11k in fi Hlo­
CJ,in :~ . 

\.OL. I ll , \(). 11 1, 1!11!1. 
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posed anterior loreals, the upper being the larger, and a series of small 

scales (3 to 6) between th e posterior !oreal and the snpralabials. 1 

Th ere are from 28 to 32 scales round the middle of the body, 

the laterals being smallest and directecl obliquely. Each example has 

three praeanal ~hield s . 

The type of '1'. cochinchinensis is from Cochin China, anrl was 

possibly obf·ainetl at a con ·idem.ble tlistance from Ohantaboon. It dif­

fe rs from t.he type of '!'. mi.:1·olepis, and from all my specimens, in 

J1aving only two praeanal shieltls, and it may be, wlten more is lo1own 

abont th ese li zat·cls in lndo-Oh ina, thr.t th e two form s will have again 

to be separated. 

'rwo g ra1·id females brought home nnd kept in capti1' ity gave 

birth to 7 and 9 young res pectively, at th e end of April. Totnlleng th 

at birth, 56 to 6U mm., head and body, 36 to 30. Colout·, light brown 

above, with indistinct cbl'l-:er markings; sides blackish 1-vith small 

white spots; below whiti sh , thro'lt thi ckly mottled with grey. Ven­

tr:tl scales strongly keelerl, · th e ,not hers ha1•in g th ese shield s r1nit e 
~ mooth. 

l n IIIli her's fi g m r g i\' 0R Oldy Lwo I.n·r al s, an nnl r rior and 11 poslr rior, 

.J Ol: RX. \' <\'1'. JJJ ;:o; T . SOC'. S JA .\1. 


	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part105
	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part106
	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part107
	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part108
	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part109
	NHBSS vol. 3 (III) No. 3 1919_OCR_1Part110

