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TWO NEW LEGGADA MI CE FROM SIAM. 

BY C. BoDEN KLOss, F. Z. S. · 

These mice are part of a collection of mammals from Western 
Siam made by l\1r. K. G. Gairdner, about which I have ·written in 

previous volumes of th is Journal. 

Some years ago Mr. G. S. Miller united the genus Leggudc~ 

of Gray wit.h iYins 1 , and Mr. Old fie ld 'Thomas acquiesced in this 
opinion. When I first examined Mr. Gairdner's mice it seemed 

to me th11t they represented a new genus, for I was unable 

to find one in which they could be placed: but at about the same 

time Mr. 'rhomas, in Engbnd, came to t he conclusion that Leggc~da 

was wor-thy of recognition and decided to revive it 2. Mr. Thomas, 

who has since then seen these specimens, writ es me that they 

belong to Leggacla as he now conceives it, and has kindly sent me 

an example of Leggaclt~ pcdu~ri frvm Sikkiru 3 to which some of the 

specimens ar e closely rd;;tted. 

These animals are like Mt~s with notched incisors, 1nl longer 

than m? andm1 combined and with no fr0ntal ridges; but with

out auy masseteric knob at the anterior roots of the anteorbital 

p lates and the palata.! formn ina not narrowing t.o acute terminations 

between the molars. 'l'he ex ternal appearance is apparently similar 

but the pclage is spiny. 

The following K ey indic"' t es the Llifferences, as far as Indochinese 

Fpecies a re concerned , betweeu some genera of mice which have the 

bevelled edges of the uppe1· incisors notched. 

A. Palatal foramina penetl'ating deeply between t he molars. 

n . Frontalr idges well marked : no mas~eteric knobs. Leggctd·illn. 

b. No frontal ridges. 

et,] .NL-1s:3eteric knobs present: molar hminae 
much distorted. 

bl MasEeteric knobs absent: mola.r laminae· 
less distorted. 

B. Palatal foramina nut penetmting deeply bet.ween the 
molars: no frontal ridges nor mas,eteric knobs. 

1. M ill er·, Mamma ls of W est ern Europe, 191-2, p. 863. 

.ilf?J.S. 

1'tm tatus. 

Leggculc~. 

2 . Thomas, Journ. Bombay Nat. Hist. Sue., xxvi, 1919, pp. 417-420. 
3. l);[uspahm"i, Thomas, op. cit. xxiv, 1916, p. 415. 
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60 MR. C. BODEN KLOS,S ON 

Leggada pahari gairdneri subsp. nov. 

Dictgnosis. A little more buffy above than L. p. pcdwri 
(Thomas) and whiter below; the t.ail also paler below, nearly bi

coloured. Skull very similar but the palatal foramina more contracted 

posteriorly, ending less squarely; the roHtrum weaker, not so deep; 

the incisors less stout and markedly less curved backwards. 

Oharacte1·s cmd colou1·. Pelage composed of flattened grooved 

spines and fine hair, grey ("dark gull grey") at the base; the spines 

about 8 nnu. long on the back , with blackish tips, and the soft hair 

'vith buffy tips; the general colour-effect on upper parts and hind 
limbs being a dark brown (nearly "cloYc" brown) slightly grizzled 

'vith buff; sides of body greyer; sides of head and neck and the 
fore-limbs whitish; under side of hind-limbs, head and body white, 

the latter distinctly margined horn .the sides and clothed with a 

mixture or hair and fine spines about 5 mm. long, grey at base with 
white tips. Hands and feet white. Tail dark above and clad with 
dark hairs, pale below and clad with pale hairs. 

Shull c~nd teeth. Skull of medium proportions, braincase 
rounded. Nasals round;ld anteriorly and posteriorly and terminating 

about level with the premaxillaries and ·with the ant'erior edge of 
the orbital spa,ces. 

Supraorhital edges abruptly rounded off, but without ridge 

or bcu.d. Anteorbital plate sloping considerably backwards from 

base to zygoma and scarcely convex. 
Dorsal profil e of rostrum straight between tips of nasals and 

mid-frontals : top of braincase flattened when viewed from behind. 
I 

Palatal foramina short and broad, their greatest combined 

breadth in front of their mid-length, rounded posteriorly and falling 
short of the molars by at leJ.st 1 millimetre. 

Front wltll of first molar nearly vertical : tooth-rows conver

ging posteriorly. 

Mcsopterygoid space broad ltnd parallel-sided, scarcely reach
ing the level of the last molars. 

Bullae of normltl size and dillttion, as in Mus. 

llfeas'IM·ements. Sec table postea. 
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Type. Adu)t female (skin and skull) No. 2621/CBK. Col
lected at Me 'l'aw, 1500 ft., Western Siam, 40 miles N. W. of 
Raheng, on 4th F ebruary 1917 by Mr. K. G. Gairdner. Orig. No. 357. 

A second female (26~0JCBK) ·was obtained at the same place 
on 5th March 1907. Orig. No. 385. It is slightly more buffy above 
than the type. 

I shall not attempt to describe here the molars of these two 
specimens: they are not iYory-like, clearly grooved and channe1led 

as in R attus, il1us, etc., but are covered 'Yith a sort of translucent 

enamel which prevents debils being clearly seen. 

I am rather doubtful whether a t.hird female with the same 

history (No. 2619JCBK: Orig. No. 372) is of this form, but until 
the mice of Siam are better known I leaYe it here. 

It is rather darker and duller above than the others, being 

less grizzled with buff (perhaps owing to wear), whil e the base of 
the pelagc: is neutral grey: the hair of th ei under-parts is a little 

less spiny and is shorter so that the grey base is slightly more 
visible. 

The skull is of the same general shape, but th e nasals are 
sharply pointed posteriorly and extend beyond t.he premaxillaries 

which are not carried obliquely backwards with tb em. 

'l'he anteorbital plates a.re convex, practically perpendicular 
above the base. 

The palatal foramina are narrowed anteri0rly, have their 
greatest combined breadth behind their mid-length and terminate 

in line with the alveolar edge of th e first molars. 

Toothrows scarcely conyerging ; the moln.rs are much worn; 
but the incisors curve to the same slight degree as the other two: 
mesopterygoid space narrower. 

Leggada rahengis nov. 
Characters and colo1.~r. Upper pelage spiny, the spines 

about 7 mm. long with broad black tips mixed with fin e hairs tipped 
with ochraceous, so that the general colour is a. dark grizzle of och-
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raceous-buff and blackish: sides of head and body rath er more 
ochraceous buffy. Pelage throughout neutral grey at base. Sides 

of muzzle, limbs beneath and under-parts greyish-white, fairly 

clearly margined. Hands and feet w bite. 'fail dark above and 
pale below, the hairs clothing it in agreement. 

There appear to be three pairs of pectoral mammae: the 
inguinal number is not ascertainable. 

Slcv..ll cmcl teeth. Skull long and narrow: braincase markedly 
pear-shaped. 

Nasals extending slightly beyond the premaxillaries and the 

anterior edge of the orbital spaces, rounded anteriorly, truncate 
posteriorly. 

Supraorbita,l edges sharply angular but without ridge or 
head. Anteorbital plates very angular, the apex slightly overhang

ing the base and the backward flexture very abrupt : a very small 

excrescence at the anterior foot, in no way approaching in size or 
shape the masseteric knob of ],{us. 

Dorsal profile of skull regularly curved, crown but little 

flattened. Palatal foramina long and almost parallel-sided, but their· 
greatest combined breadth in front of their mid-length, truncate 

posteriorly and terminating in line 'vith th e an terior edges of the 
crowns of the first molars, considerably ,;vithin the roots, which are 

exposed: toothrows converging posteriorly. 

Mesopterygoid space narrow and diverging slightly posterior-
ly, scarcely r eaching the level of the l11st molars. 

Size and dilation of bullae normal, as in M~ts. 

Upper incisors nearly upr·ight, as in L. p. gcti?·clneri. 

JYiects~trements. See table postea. 

Type. Adult female with very worn teeth (skin and skull) 
2618JCEK. Collected at Me Taw, 1500 ft., 40 miles N.W. of Raheng, 

Western Siam on 7th. February 1917 by Mr. K. G. Gairdner. Orig. 

No. 362. 

A single specimen only. 

.TOURN. NAT. HIST. SOC. SIAM. 



NEW LEGGADA MICE FROM SIAM. 63 

Remarlcs. 'l'his mouse 1s probably a race of Leggada 
nitid1da (Blyth), 1 with which species it seems to agree in colour and 
in the possession of upper incisors about upright, or only very 
slightly recurved, and somewhat similar supra.orbital ridges: 2 but 
it has the tail as much longer than that of L. n. popcea 3 as the tail 

of that form is longer that that of L. n. nitid~da. It is also other
wise larger than either. 

Measurements of Mice m millimetres. 

L~ggadct pcthcwi g .inlnm·i ~ 
-~~ 
~::»0 ... _ 

~ l::o::l ~ 
~00 

-<:::..-< 
<::!<0 

a.i ~ Cl:) Cl:) !o.C'I 
0.. 0 0 Q_ ~ <ll >-. --- 0 -E-i ..... 0> 0.. 

C'l C'l - >-. 
<:D <0 <0 E-i 
c-l C'l c-l 

Sex ... ... ... . .. ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Hen.d and body ... ... ... 93 .5 91 - 88.5 
Tail ... ... ... ... - 88 - 86 
Hindfoot, s. u. ... ... ... 21 20 - 17 
Ear· ... ... ... ... 15 14.5 - 15 
Skull:- ... ... ... .. . 

gre·• test length ... ... 25.5"'· 24 .5'* 24.0 26.0 
condylo basila r length ... 23.0 21.2 - 23.7 
palatilar length ... ... 11.2 10 4 10.1 ]2.1 
dias tema ... ... ... 7.5 7.2 6.2 7 . .5 
upper molar row (alveoli ) ... 3.9 3.7 4.0 5.0 

do do ( c•·owns) ... 3 7 3.5 4.0 4.0 
length of palatnl fora mina ... 4.5 4.0 4.8 5.5 
combined nasals ... ... 9.8 X 2 6 9.5''' X 2. 7 9.4 X 2.6 10.0 X 2.8 
zygornn.tic bread th ... ... 12.2 1 1.6 12.0 ] 2.2 

I. Jl{us nitidulus Bly rh, Journ. A~i:tt. Sue. Bengal, xxvii i, 1859, 
p. 29'4 (Shwegyin, N. T enasserim). 

2. Vide Thomas, op. cit. xxvi, pp. 418, 420. 
;l. Thomaf:, op. cit., p. 420. 

* Approx imnte. 
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