
MISCELLANEO!.JS NOTES. 

No. I. A little-known Orchid. 
( DendroiJi um F?·ied?·iclcsian'l-~m). 
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This fine orchid was coll ected by l\'Iurton at Kao Petchakut, 
near Chantabun, in February 1882. l\'Iurton sent a dri ed specimen 
to Kew, but, not being in very good condition , it remained for the 
time without a name. Later , li ving plants wer e sent to England by 
Roebelen, and from one of these Professor Reichenbach described the 
species, under the above nam e, in "The Gardeners' Chronicle" of 
November :26th. 1887. Th e only part of the plant preserved in the 
Reichenbach herbarium is a single lip. On th e same sheet., however, 
is a sketch of part of the st em with an inflorescence and, with 
colours washed in, of a l:lingl.e flow er. This material, in conjunction 
with Reichenbach's description, is sufficient to establish the identity 
of l\'Iur·ton's plant. In describing this plant Reichenbach remarks 
"This is a Siamese discoYery, or at least it was received from lYir. 
Roebelen who requests it to be named D. Fried?"'iclcsiam~m, in hon
our of a Bangkokian orchid lover." I learn ed from Mr. Roebelen 
himself that. he obtained his original plants from one of the islands 
off the Chantabun coast. 

The species apparently remained in culti vation in England 
a few years after this, for at leaRt two cultivated specimens were 
sent to Kew for identification: one in December 1889 by Commdr. 
Shuttleworth, who says "Dendrobium from Siam, from Mr. Roe
bel en " ; t he other in March 1891 by Mr. J. O'Brien. It is probable 
that both these were from Roebelen's importation. 

Mrs. Collins of Sriracha has had plants of this species, ob
tained from the neighbouring forest, in cultivation for many years, 
and it is also to be seen in some Bangkok gardens. Mrs. Collins' 
pl ants show how variable in colour the flowers of Dend?·obium, 
Friedriclcsian•Mn may be. The sepal s and petals, which have a 
somewhat glossy surface, va1·y from a pale yellow to yellow with a 
distinct bronze tint. The colouring and markings of the lip are also 
variable, the variations chiefly depending on the presence or absence 
of two dark, reddish-brown patches at the entrance to the throat, and 
of red lines on each side within the throat. The form in which the 
two dark patches coalesce into a single, kidney-shaped blotch, I have 
not seen in living plants. This was th e form of Reichenbach's type. 
Such colour variations are not uncommon in nearly related species, 
like D. Hi lclebrcmdii and D. tortile. 

H.R.H. Prince Nagara S Yarga, in his book on orchid s*, gives 
some interesting information a bout this species, and draws atten
tion to the variation in colour; mentioning that there may be either 
two dark reddi sh-brown pa tch es at the throat, or only one, th e 
la tter, no doubt, the form described by Reichenbach. His Royal 
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G6 Jo~~rnal Sictm Society, Ncduml Histo?"Y S1bppl. Vol.VII. 

Hig hness tells us that the orchid was nam ed after a tvlr. Friedricks 
in the employ of B. Grimm & Co., and that it is usual ly known as the 

Cbantabun Yellow "m~m"l~'W'YlYJ~. " 
t 

A. KERR. 
Ba.ng kok, August 5th 1926. 

No. II. Defoliation of Teak trees. 
In the year 1907 the teak trees in the MU.ang Yiiam and Me 

Hawng Sawn districts were severely defoliated by the larvae of a 
moth, Py1·au sta nwchoC?·alis. Entire defoliation, resulting from the 
skeletonizing of the leaves, was general ; but some trees were less 
seve rely attacked and r etained their leaves. In very few places 
were the trees little affected. 

The ar ea of the attacked trees was probably very extensive, 
They were noted on the road norlh of Mua.ng Yiiam, up to and in 
the Me La, Noi, in the Me Salieng, Me Kaw, Me Nge and Me Sakop. 
Defoliated trees >vcre also noticed in the Me Hawng Sawn district. 
The trees on the Burmah bank of the Salween 'vere also attacked, 
t he brown leaves showing plainly on the hillsid e. 

Such attacks must be very uncon1 mon; for Foresters and 
Karens living in the district generally expressed surprise, and stated 
they had never seen the trees so attacked before. 

With the lar vae of Pyrausta were associated some other 
dt:fo liators, including the lar vae of Hyuloea p1wm and of a Looper. 

Mr. Stebbing considers that the probable causes of increased 
numbers of the insects are:-

( 1) A sufficiency of food ma.teria 1 and its collection together 
in pure blocb. 

(2) A damp humid climate with early Spring rains. 
Teak in the ar ea. under cons ideration is scattered mainly 

::dong the waterways, and perhu.ps now here occurs in anything like 
pure blocks; but the climate is humid and the year was marked by 
p<Lrticnlarly heavy rain in May, which probably led to a large increase 
in the earli er generation. 

H. B. G. GARRETT. 
Chi cngma.i, May 19th 1927. 

REVIEWS. 

Monograph of the Sea-snakes (Ilydrophiidae). BY MALCOLu SMITH. 

l'p . XVII + l 30+2 plates+35 text-figures. (LONDON: The 'l'rustees of The 
B1·itish Museum, 1926.) 

We ar e very glad to welcome the appearance of Dr. Malcolm 
Smi th's Monograph of the Sea-snakes, published last November. 
The ~Ionogeaph is doubly interesting · to residents in this country; 
both from Dr. Smith's long residence hot'o and close association with 
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