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WILD GAME PRESERVATION IN SIAM. 

At a meeting of the Natural History Section of the Siam 
Society held :Vla.rch 18th, 1927, the following resolutions offered by Dr. 

Hugh l\1. Smith, Leader of the Section, were discussed and unanimous­

ly adopted : 
Wharecrs , it is g:enemlly beli eved th[l,t the numbers of ce rt ~tin wild [l,nimals in 

Siam have been materi,tlly red uced in recent yeftrs, and the tota,l ex tinction of some of 

tu em seems inevitable under existing conditions , ancl 

Whe1·eas, the Natural History Section of the Siam Society, without des iring to see 

any in terference with legitimRte sport, believes that the unrestri cted killing of wild 

animRls is to be J eplorecl and is cert:tin to result in the serious recluction in numbers or 

the totttl exterminn.tion of some of the most interesting wi ld crmttu res which give di s­

tinction to Siam in the ren.lm of zoology; n.nd 

Whereas , th ere is no government n.gency now clmrged with the protection of wild 

n.nimals in Siam Rncl there appears to be no restriction imposed on the slaughter of such 

animals except in the case of the eleph n.nt. 

'I.'hm-ejo1·e be it 1·esolved , thn,t th e Nn.tur~l History Section of th e Siam Society 

respectfully recommends the creation of a government agency wh ose duty it shall be 

to look after the welfare of the wi ld land n.nimals of Siam, both mammals ancl birds, 

to check the present unrestri cted slaughter , aucl to adopt meftsures for the conservation 

of such c~en.tures, h av ing clue regard for sport and the food req uirements of the people. 

Resolved, that pending the es tablishment and organization of such an agency, it 

is recommencled and urged th[l,t immediate [I,Ction be taken to arrest th e impending 

extinct ion of b:Jth the one-horn ed A,nd the two-h omed rhinoceros in Siam by the es: 

tab I isbment of an Rbs:J lute close season for a term of years, not less than five n,ncl prefer­
[l,b ly ten. 

R esolved fnr ther, tha,t Hi s M>tjesty the King, PRtron of the S iam Society, A,ncl 

the Supreme Counci l of Stfl.te be fu rni shed with [l, certiflecl copy of these resolutions by 
the Pres ident of the Society. 

As r ecord ed in Vol. XXI, p. 66, of the Journal of the Siam 

Society, the President forward ed this petition to be laid before 

the King. His 1\la.jcsty's pri vatc secretary replied that by Royal 

Command enquiries were being addressed to the interested Ministries, 

asking for their opinion and suggestions as to the possibility of an 
enactment. 
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