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A SECOND COLLECTION OF BIRDS FROM PULO CONDORE. 

By HERBERT C. RoBINSON and C. B oDEN Kwss. 

At th e close of 1920 (October and November) Mr. W. J. F. 

Williamson and the Federated lVlalay States Museums sent a small 

collecting party to Pulo Condor e, an island group about 45 miles off 

th e coast of Oochin China, which had been visited by Mr. Williamson's 

collector in th e previous year when, ovring to illne~s, th e results

were not very Ratisfactory (vide "Some Birds from Pulo Condore" 

by H. C. Robi.nson and C. Boden Kloss, J ourn. Nat. Hist. Soc., Sia111 , 

IV, 1920, pp. 85-91). The present collection addR considerably to th e 

list of birds knowu from th e island though nothing of very striking 

inter est was di scovered. 

[This paper was written by Mr. H. C. Robinson and myself 

iD January 1927 and then taken to England by H.obinson with a few 

specimens which we wished to compare with material at South 

Kensington . I found it, untouch ed, amongst his papers after his 

death. a11d it is now published with th e addition, by myself, 

of a new race of Oh.M! balclcwrnoena based on Pulo Condore birdR .. 

C. Boden Kloss. J 
1. Gallus gallus gallus (Linn.). 

Gallt~s gctllus ?·obin.~on ·i Rothschild , Nov. Zool. , XXXIII, 1926, 

p. 206 ("the East ern race"). 

l . o ad. 

This specimen pro,·eR t hat the Red Jungle Fowl iR, after all,. 

truly wild on Pulo Condore, the terra typi ca given by Linneus. 

2. Ducula amea sylvatica (Tick ). 

j]l{t~scadavora am.eLt subsp. t. c. s., p. 85. 

2 0' 2 ~. 

TheFJe specimenH are mther small , wing 222-232 mm. Th e 

vinaceous tint on the head and ear-cover ts iFJ vc1·y variable and in one 

is almost absent. Th e bird iR evidently the same form aR Hartert'::; 

uud etermined subspecies from Hainan. [In hi s last report on birds of 

French Indo-China Delacom consider ::; that the local form is sylvaticn 

(Ibi R, 1929 , p. 204). This is also Robinsou's latest view. C.B.K. ]. 

3. lVIyristicivora bicolor bicolor (Scop.). 
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14. Falco tinnunculus <n japonensis Ticehurst. 
Ticehurst, BuJJ. B. 0 . C., l, 1929, p. 10 (nom. nov.). 

Falco tinnuncul~~s (?) japon·icus Chasen and K loss, Journ. 

Feel. Malay States Mus. X UI, 1927, p. 27 6. 

1 o imm. 

Wing, 250 mm. 

An immature male which is difficult to place; it is certainly 

not T. t. sat~~rat~~s, Blyth. On geographical grounds and on size 

-one is inclined to r efer it to F. t. japonensis. 

15. Otus bakkamoena condorensis Kloss, subsp. nov. 
2 o, 2 ~. Wings o 155, 157: ~ 159, 161 mm. 

Paler than 0. b. lempig·i and 0. b. letti c_L v;rhich last (fide 

Baker) is practically the same in general tone of plumage as 

the first. Larger tha~1 lempigi (wings 139-157), smaller than letti a 

(162-184 mm.). 

Probably most r esembling in colour 0. b. ~Lmbratil·is (Swinh.) 

of Hainan, Hartert stating of a considerable series of that l'ace that 

it difFers from lempiui in being " larger, more heavily vermiculated 

.and generally more greyisp." Unfortunately no measurements are 

g iven (Nov. Zool., XVII, J 910, p. 204). 

The five specimens obtained by Delacour at Quangtri and 

Kontoum in Annam (Wings 160-180 mm.) may be lettia as recorded 

by him, u1nbraf'ilis, or the present form which probably spreads 

through Cochin China and Cambodia to Siam, t hough vvestern 

Siamese birds are ra th er more blackened above and more tawny 

below (Bangkok and Raheng examples examined), approach ing lettia 

wh ich is said to occupy all Bmll1a. 

T he Cond or e seri is notable for the paleness of the under-

parts and the whitish fea.ther ing of tbe ta rsi which are practically 

clothed as in lempig·i , th ough occasionall y th e junct ion of th e toes is 

just hidden. 

Some Siam ese birds measure:--

~ortb Si11m, o 160: ~ 158, 167 mm. (fide Gylclen 

stolpc); 

Hab eng, West Siam, ~ 162 ; 

Bangkok , o 166 : ¥ 158, 170 : 
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Langkawi Ids., north of Penang, ~ 166, 170. (Decem

ber birds. On migration?). 
The t ype of t~?nbrcdilis, a male tneusur · R 163 mm. (fide 

Sharpe). • 
Type. Male in the British Museum of ~a.tuml History. 

16. Alcedo atthis bengalensis Gm. 
illcedo ispida bengalen.c;i.s t. c . . , p. 86. 

1 0 vis: ad. Wing 7 L mm. 

17. Halcyon pileata (Bodd. ). 
1 0 vix ad. Wing 132. 

Highly migratory and stable. 

18. Collocalia francica germaini Oust. 
t. C. R. , p. 86. 

2 o, 1 ~. Wing 11a, 119, 122. 

19. Hierococcyx fugax nisicolor (Blyth). 
Chasell &r. Kloss, Journ. Fed . .Mala.y StuteR Mus., XIII, 1927 r 

p. 277. 

l o ad . Wing 1.83 mu1. 

A migraut. 

20. Eudynamis scolopacea (?) malayana Cab. & Hoillc. 
3 o vix ad., J ~. Wing o 207: 198, 197: ~ 19'3. 

A migrant : subspecific identification somewhat uncertain. 

F om· forms r equire careful examination:-

E. s ·olopacen .·colopcwen f. rom tho \\'est (India, etc.) = E _ 
uTielllali. holWI'(dn (auct. ). 

E . . colo1 •cwPrt. m·rlayn'w , 1\lalaysia, Indo-ChineRc countries, etc. 

E. scoloprtcen ch:inen.<!is Cab. , China , etc. 

E. scolo1J(~r;ea rmigmat icn, Rothschi ld , No \'. Zoo !. , XXXIII , 
HJ2G, p. 2:i5. Ynnnan. 

Judging £rom th o colour of th e female, which ht1H no tinge of 

rufous in tlw peln.gc, th cHc birch; would be E . 8colOJ1r t cr!' ~ ~colopacec~ 

but th e size is too la r!!c, in one male at any rate. Possibly th e 

alleged djffer ence in t he female plumages is not re<LI. but is due to th e 

fact that th e Yast maj ori ty of birdR in collections a.re not rea11y adul t . 

Th e genus r eally r equire.· to he studied from birds collected in theit· 

breeding rangcH only. 
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.21. Rhopodytes tristis longicaudatus (Blyth). 
t. c. s., p. 87. 

8 example·. Wing o 153, 157, 164: ~ 157, 158, 161. 

'Tajl 0 325, 325, 390: ~ 390, 380, 395 mm. 
One male is creamy v;rhite except for th e taj] and wings and 

t he white has invaded th e outer webs and tips of the r emiges. 

Black shaft stripes ar e present on the crown, mantle and breast. 

22. Pitta brachyura cyanoptera 1'emm. 

1 0 · 
A cage bird with cut wings, but evidently caught locally on 

migration. One might expect P. nymph(t to occur. 

23. Hirundo rustica gutturalis Scop. 
3 ad., ~ ad., 2 o imm., 3 ~ imm., 1 0 juv. 

The juvenil e male has hardly any trace of rufous on th e 

.throat which is sooty brown and th ere is leRs bTown on th e frontal 

r egion th an in th e immature birds. The upper surface is as glossy 

as the rest of the series. 

24. Hirundo daurica japonica Temm. & Schleg. 
o . Wing 123 mm. 

The identification of thi s bird is a little doubtful. It is 

rath er large for true H. d. jctpouicct and should perhaps be r eferred to 

H. d. substriolata (Hume) (Stray Feath ers, V, 1877, p. 264: Oachar) 
jf tha,t can be maintained as distinct . 

. 25. Hemichelidon siberica siberica (Gm.). 
1 o, 1 o imm. , 1 ~ imm. Wing 79, 76, 81 mm. 
Dark birds, heavily striped below with the bastard primary 

not nearly r eaching the t ips of tb e primary coverts. 

This is evidently th e eastern form breeding in Siberia; whi le 

H. s. f~diginosa, breeding in Nepal, does not ext end to Malaysia and 
Eastern Indochina. 

26. Alseonax latirostris latirostris (Raffles). 
10 o,5 ~. 

This series, practically all adult birds, calls for no Apecial 
r emark. 

27. Siphia parva albicilla (Pall. ). 

2 o , ~. Wing o 69, 67: ~ 66 mm. 



84 JoUII·nal Siam Society , N atu?·a l H istory Suppl. Vol. VIIL 

28. Aegithina tiphia tiphia (Linn.). 
A egitkina tip hia t . c. s., p. 88. 

4 o . Wing 61-64. 

Al1 in th e non-black-backed stage. 

29. Pycnonotus finlaysoni finla ysoni (Strickl. ). 
t . c. s. , p. 88. 

11 0 , 7 <:;1. Wing 0 80-86; <:;1 79-84 mm. 

Curiously stable t ln·ougbout its very extensive range. 

30. Mixornis gularis condorensis Robinson. 
t . c. s., p. 89. 

12 o , 6 ~ . Wing o 56-61 ; ~ 56-60 mm. 

In addition to the characters mentioned in the original 

description thi s series can be separat ed from th e adj acent mainland 

form (111. g. connecten.s Kloss) by t he fact that th e gular stripes are 

broader and blacker. 

Oberholser (Smithsonian lVIi sc. Coll. , 7 4, 1922, p. 5,) has des

cribed th e bird f rom South Annam as lJIIixorn is gular i.s ve1·su?·icola. 

We st ill have a series from Annam >·vhich , wh en compared in bulk 

with 111. g. connectens, can in no way be separat ed. The same 

remarks apply t o two oth er form::; described in the same paper , viz.,. 

111. g. cher .sonesop hi lu. from Trang, Peninsu lar Siam, and Jlf. g. in 

vetercda from Koh Kut Island , South -eastern Siam, of both of which 

we have examined many more specimenR than t he aut hor of the

above names. 

31. Monticola g ula ris (S winb .). 
o. Wing 95 m lll. 

A rare winter viRitor over a ll Indo-China, n, nd th e lVl a.]ay 

Peninsula. 

32. K it t acincla malabarica macr ura (Gm.). 
t. c. s .. p. 89. 

4 o, 2 ~ . Wing o 90, 92, 93, 9.5 : ~ 86, 87 nun. 
Tl1 is seri eR ser ves to confirm our preview:; remarks : and shows 

that th e race is qui te distinct. 

Females, as well as males, are paler below thn,n the adj acent 

mainland form K . 1n. inte1·posita Rob. & KlosR. 

33. Saxicola torquata stejnegeri (Parrot). 
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3 o . Wing 64-71 mm. 

Agreeing with Bangkok birds. 

34. Orthotomus atrogularis Temm. 
t. c. s., p. 89. 

5 examples. 

35. Phylloscopus humei praemium Math . & Ird. 

5 o . Wing 54-57 mm. 

Typical exampl e. of this much-na med warbler. Freshly 

moulted birds ha ve th e wing and axillaries and the edges to th e inner 

primari es much y ellower than worn examples. 

36. Phylloscopus borealis borealis (Blas.). 
t. c. s., p. 90. 

3 examples. 

37. Lanius cristatus lucionensis Linn. 
1 Q. Wing 85. 

A full y a,dnl t bird with the fo rehead hoar y g rey to th e level 

of th e eye . . 

38. Dissemurus paradiseus malayensis (Blyth). 
t . c. s., p. 90. 

8 o ad., 3 Q ad., 2 Q nun. 

BeHt r eferred to t his race rather than to true D.p. 1Jamdiseus 
frolll ia ut, or to L. p. platyu?'U& Vieill. , from t he extreme south of 

t he ?lialay Peninsnla and 'umatra. In size, with the wing up t o 

l'llmu1., t h ::y ar c ra tl tet· large fo r malcbyensis, but th e cr st is too 

small for D. JJ. pet?'c((lisr>tb8. Th e size is rather larger than D. '[! . j ohni 
I r ar tcr t, front H ai nan. 

It i:-; inte resting to note t hat in young feath er~::~ a web of 

pi111111e fom to the milJi metrcs Lrqad persist s on th e otherwi se bare 

shaft <tbo n :: t lt e mc kct tLnd tk tt in such tail feather s the rack et 

is' not t wi sted. 

39. P asser m ontanus malaccensis DnboiR. 
t·c. s., p. 91. 

2 Q. \Ning 64, 67. 

As was to be expected a li ttle dull er t han birds f rom Malaya 

but not to be included in either P. ?n sat'I.LrG~tus or P. ?n. thaivanensis 
from th e J. .. iu Chin I sbncl s and Formosa respectively. 
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40. Emberiz'l. aureola Pall. 

1 o . imm. Wing 73. 

A widespl'ead migrant said to occur as far south as Johore 

though the provenance of the .-pecimen is a little doubtful as it is 

dated 18th August, very early for a winter Yi . itor. 

41. Mota.cilla fl,a va borealis Sun d. 
1 ~ imm. Wing 74. 

Much the least com mon o£ all the \\'agtails wintering m 

India, China and JHa.laya. 

·42. Mob.cilh fhva simillim!l. Hart. 

1 o imm. Wing 84. 

H.ath er less comm on than M. c. caspica ( = .il1otcwillc~ ?nelanope 

auct.). 

43. Anethus rich:Lrdi sinensis (Bp.). 

cf. nlein ertzhag •JJ, Jbi., 1921, p. 653. 

2 o, 1 ~. \\ ing o 89, 88: ~ 89. Hind claw o 17, 18 
~ 11).5 mm. 

Th er e is, we t hiJJk, li ttle doubt that t hese bird s are to be 

r eferred to this race. [In it I wouJd put au October male from 

Bangkok (wi og 90, chtw 16) und, upon re-8:mminJ.~io n . the two 

females from Koh Lak, 1 • W. Siam, record ed by us as A. ?". richanl·i 

in Journ. N . H. Soc., 1 ia m, 'i , 192-!, p. 367 \wing. 8R, 89, hind claws 

l , 19 mm). All htwe, fide i\Iein ertzh agen, too . hort a wing for 

typical riohc~rcli and too long a hind claw for gocllewskii Tacz. 

(slriolah~s Blyth a nd anct.) C. B. K.]. 
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