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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

No. I. Large Tusks in a Siamese Elephant. 

T l1e cu ll cct.ion of elcplmnt Lm;k s i11 t lw Siut ,l l' :'il' X<LLi ona,l 
Museum in cludes '" nuLc\\'orthy pair \Y hi ch probab ly r<.:p t· ei'H.: IIt Ll 1e 
maximmn length kn O\\'Jl lo he alta in cd in ~i<tl n CsL: ekplwnts. ll~a s ­

lltllt:ll as recorded infon nntio11 <lllrmt this eil:pkm t <IIHI l1is t nRk:-; is 
Yery JU L:ager , it is tllOIIght tha t a note on the sul:jl·d lllil,l ' IJL: u[ 
intcre;;t, more especially as iJJqniry !Jets r <.:cent ly ~.:onte frv111 lndi <t iu 
regard Lh ere to. 

Fmm i u [onrmtiO II that has he en gmeiou;; l.1 · supplied by 
H. R H. Prince Da mrong Haj <tmlblwp, J'resi1l ent oi till: Ho,1·a 1 In­
stitu te of Litcratme, Archeology, and F ine l~rts , it appl::lrs t hat. t his 
·lepl1ant hecamc <L roya 1 elephant iu th e t hird r eign ( l l-l25- J 85 1) o[ 

t he p resent dyn,lst.y. was n . .l'alll il i<H com t iigme in t hat aml tl 1e t\yo 
su~.:cce Ll i ng r eigns, aud d ied about J ~!JD. 

Through tlw conrtcc;y of l'rof. Georgcs Coedi:s , [onu er Generitl 
,'),·~.: reLa ry uf t.he Hoyal l nstitnL1~ , I \\'Ll S a.ble lo ohb in L\Yo ph otn­
g mphs ol' Lhe elephant ta ken at his nstl<LI station in th" cunrL .\·anl 
ol' t he Umncl Pa.ln.co; ono o[ the photogra.pbs is '~ s id l' Yi L~ \1· , the 
utlJ cr i ~ honta.l and gin;s a. goucl idea. of the pecu]i,Lr c: hal1e <llld 
extmorcl in<1l'J' length of Lbe tu. ks. The frontal Yie,,· shmY s the 
Luskl:i re l:it ing on the g round t1bont one foot belu\1· the platfonu on 
ll'hich LIH: ele phant was Ktamling , aud the tm;ks o1·erlapping, with the 
rigbt Lu~k considerably the longer a.ucl both with the lmYer siclc of 
Lhcir Lip wonJ h am f'C ra.ping <tg<tinst the ground. Th e tnsks as 
exhibited in the unmomn c:hO\Y the sa\ll e condition. 

The right tm;k is D feet 11. inche~ loug aml Lhe !e[L tusk is 8 
feet 1 1 inches long, J.ll ett~nrecl <tloug t he outer L:lll'Yalure from the 
ridge \Yhich markK t l1 e attachlllent of the gull! . 

It is reported th,tt , 011·ing tu t he cmuhersome tu;;ks, the 
cl cpbant was unable to li e do,,·n during t he la :-;t :w years of hi:; life, 
~Lllcl nnmt k~1·e passecl '" rathm· un comtol.'ttthle o.\ istence in spite of 
being :.~ ttuc h ecl tu the roya l Jwu:;ehokl. 

H. l\1. SMI'l'H. 

No. II. On a Whistling Thrush (11!. change1~sis) 

of Southeast Siam. 

Mr. C. J. 1\ agaa.rcl's collector obtained in Januar.v an exampl e 
uf a i1lyiophone1.Ls from Chantabu n in Southeast Siam which is onlv 
'" fe,,- mil es di stant fruw t he isbntl of Ko!J Clwn c,. wh ence came t!;e 
Hingle indi,·iclun.l which Dr. J. 1-1 . lli ley has n~med J1Iyioplwne1.LS 
fe1mnin cki ch(t.ngensis (P roc. Biol. Soc. Wash. XLI, ] 928, p. 207). 
Th e specim en before me evidently represents Dr. H.iley's bi rd, but I 
cannot separate it £rom <L good seri es o£ 111yiophoneus C'tassi?·ostris 
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RoJ:>inson , of Peninsular Sian1 (Bull. B. 0. C. XX V, 1910, p. 09) which 
probably ou the strength of a singl e s l.;:in in l1is possession, Riley 
believes to lack white tip::; to th e middl e wi ng coverts, though in the 
orig inal description aud later record ::; the::;e ar e reported to be 

present 1
• But as Robiu::;on has stated, indi,·iduah:: vary considerably 

and ie fom out of thirteen skin s before nw the pale i'iput::; are absent.. 
Ril ey furth er notes that c? ·r.u;sirosh·i::; al'! COJ npared \rith dacnyens is, 
has th e blne of t be upper parts nmc.:h brighter, more of a dark blui sh 
violet rath er than plum boons blttck; but both these u,ppeanwces <.We 
found in topotypes and are prolmbly due to th e age of the bird er 
state of its pl umagc. 

Th e wings of my ;;cri es range between IG J :1ncl 175 mu1. in 
length. The measurements of the Ch<.mtabun fenw,lc arc :-
wing, 169 ; tail , 12t;; eulnten, 2!).5; tarsu ~;, 5;-3 mm. 

Th e \VhiHtling Thrush :1pparcnt ly eommonest in Sian1 aud 
Southern Freneh Indo-China is ilf. tent?ninclci, th e contour-feathers 
of which a re de,·oid of the wbite b<:tses .·o ma.rked in ill. c?·a:o~>i?·ostr·is; 
and I am in some doubt as to wh eth er the latter should be regarded 
as an allied form. I oblaiued ill. e1L[Je'nii on Koh Cba.ng Id. in 
December : the type of chrtnge1U3is was secured th ere in Ja.nua.ry. 

C. BoDEX Kwss. 

No. III. A Swarm of Butterflies in Bangkok. 

Major General P. L. E. "Warming related the following obser· 
Yations to me, on the evening of th e day th ey were made. 

On the 18th. April, commencing about 3.BO P. l\l., a vast 
swarm of butterfli es passed oYer the trees at the Phya Thai. PttJace 
Hote l. These butterflies were flying i.n pairs. One of the pair wa:-; 
white with grey edging on the wing, th e other grey with a darker 
eolour edging th e wing. They were flying hom >vest to ea~;t against 
the wiud. As they passed through th e trees it was noticed that 
they rest ed on th e leu,ves, quite momentaril y, but always in pairs, 
then flew Oll again. rl'be swarm had a wi.dth, north to HOHth , of 
about 300 metres. Th e length oE th e swarm , calculated by the speed 
of the mom ent, would be about 6 kilometres. Th e insects were 
flying about 4 metres above the ground, up to a height of 14 or 15 
metres. The swarm was not very dense and took about two and a 
half hours to pass a given spot. 

Bangkok, 7th. :May, 1930. 
F. H. GlLES. 
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