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'l'he joumal is now publishing a seri es of very beautiful coloured 
plates of local birch;. In the :first number th ere was only one of 

. these plates, but now each number contains two or t hree. 'fbe birds 
represented are usually species ·which are also found in Bangkok, 
though perhaps of different subspecies. The Hong Kong Govemment 
has made a grant tow~trds the cost of publi shing these plates, and 
this has since been augmented by gifts from priva te individuals. 
Besides the plates, each number is well provided with line and half
tone illustrations. 

The subscription to this j ournal, only $5 per annum, is 
extraordinn,rily low for such a publication; thanks no doubt to th e 
Government grant, and the generosity of private individuals. 

A. K. 

Exploring for plants. .By David Fairchild. 'l'he J\IIacmillan 
Co. , New York, 1930. 21 shillings. 

This is a delightful semi-popular book by the Special 
Agricultural Explorer in the Office of Foreign Plant Introduction of 
the United States, and is an account of t ravels ext ending for three 
years, searching for plants sui table for introduction into th e author's 
country, for agricultural, economic, or horticulturttl purposes. Every 
page overflows with infectious enthusiasm, but it is a hectic, breathless 
story. We are hurried through Europe, Asia and Africa, and all are 
made to yield a rich haul. The general narrative is int.eresting and 
intimate, and we become acquainted with a number of th e eminent 
personalities of the botanical and horticultural world. The book will 
make a general appeal, either as a story of travels with a motive, 
or as a description of a botanical tour. 

'J'he subj ect , oE course, is of great importance from the econo
mic standpoint, and it is apparent how much remains to be done 
even in countries with a known and .described flora. 

The portions of particular interest to us deal with Ceylon , 
Sumatra and Java, and perhaps from th ese chapters an enthusiasm 
may be Jacquired for unpopular fruits and odoriferous market s. A 
certain amount of travelling was done in tropical forests, generally 
under adverse circumstances due to lack of preparations, which must 
have militated against success. 

Forest destruction and plant introduction wm increase: in 
time indigenous floras will be. destroyed, and it behoves everyone to 
see what they can of vegetation under natural conditions before it is 
too late. 

A plea. may be made against foreign plant introduction with 
regard to Bangkok gardens, where the custom has been followed of 
cultivating only foreign plants, to th e exclusion of the many oma
mental species which are indigenous. Perhaps the popularity of 
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Afgelcia sericea and J asn')-im~m rex will stimulate the desire for a due 
appreciation of the flora of Siam. 

A. lVI . . 

Florae Siamensis Enumeratio. A list of th e Plants known 
from Siam with Records of their occunence. By W. G. Craib. Volume 
I, Part 4. Bangkok, 1931 

The fourth part of Volume .I of th is work has now appeared. 
This part completes the first volume, and contains a title page apd 
generic index. It deals with the famili es Rosaceae to Cornaceae, in 
the Bentham and Hooker arrangement. The number of species listed 
in the above famili es is 623, of which 159, or about 25 %, are, so far , 
known. only from Siam. Th e la rgest famil y dealt with is lVIelasto
maceae, with 113 species, th en come Myrtaceae with 94 species, 
Rosaceae and Cucurbitaceae with 52 each and Combretaceae with 
51. Of th e indi vidual genera, Eugenia, with 80 species, is by far 
the largest, after it come Begonia with 46 species, .Memecylon with 
29, Son eril c~ with 23, Cornbretun~ with 21 and Terrninalic~ with 20. 

As usual, the synonymy is very fully given, with ample re
ferenc\')s to works dealing with t he flora of the east ern tropics, as 
well as to original somces. These r eferences alone must have entail ed 
an enormous amount of work. Very useful notes are supplied for 
critical species. Though no new species is described in th e work, a 
number of nevv vari et ies are mad e and th eir distinguishing features 
given. 

A number of local names are included, but it wi ll be difficult 
to make full use o£ these till an index o£ them is published. 

A. K. 

Contributions to the Flora of Siam. Additamenta XXIX, 
XXX and XXXI. Kew Bull. Mise. Inform. 1930, pp. 405-427 , 
1931, pp. 206-221 and 275-280. 

In th e 29th Additamentum of this series, 36 new species 
are described. These species belong to the following genera:-Oasearia 
(3), Adeni.a (3), Alsonvitm (2), Begonic~ (15), Pe1~redanurn 
(1), Heraclei~rn (1), Sch~ffie?·c~ (3), Brassaiopsis (1), ArthrophyllU?n 
(3), Tre·vesic~ ( 2), Scheifleropsis (1 ), and Alcmgi1~rn (1 ). All of 
these are included in Part 4 of the Enumeratio, r eviewed above. It 
is interesting to note that several of th e new speci es of Begonia were 

. described from li ving plants, which Professor Craib raised from seed 
sent from Siam. Schcifieropsis is a genus of araliaceous plants, of 
which only one species was known hitherto. Professor Craib has now 
added anoth er, Scheifieropsis· subintegra, a small tree from Kao 
Sung in Trang Province. 

The 30th li st contains th e description of 26 new species, all 
except three of which belong to the fami ly Rubiaceae. The follow
ing are the genera to which these species belong :-Gili bertict ( 1 ), 
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