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NOTES ON INTRODUCED PLANTS IN SIAM. 

By PHYA WINTT WA::-<A::-<DORN. 

rl'he following notes form :1 sequel to those initia.ted by Dr. 

A. Ken in this Supplement. Most of t he information hn,s been de

l-ived from many residents of Bangkok, among whom mn,y be men

t ioned Phytt Pojn,nn, P1·ich11, 1111 n,matem: horticulturist of old standing. 

With t he limi ted knowledge on introduced pbnts at present 

:1t his di.-posn,l , t he writer is fully conscious of the fad thn,t these 

notes a re incomplete n,nd mn.y contain f<lulty ma,teri a.l in ma,ny places ; 

hut he hopes t hose who can w ill rectify such defects a.R t hey ma,y be 

detected , so thn,t infonnn,tion aR full n.nd a.ccumte n,s possible ma.y 

cventun,lly be n,milablc on the Rub.i ect. 

Adiantum Farleyense M on?'e. 
rl 

I'Pil 'W'li'W't.m (fem khon nok). 

rrhis moRt bcn.utiful OL Ad iantu ms iR occn,sionally to be met 

with in Bang-kok femm·ieR, where, howeYe 1· , it mmally does not grow 

to itny noteworthy s i:w, outside ghss, :1t n,ny mte. It is said to have 

been introduced trom Emopc by P1·incc S11npasatt hebYeen thi1-ty 

n,nd forty years a.go. The fern is 11 native of Frtrlcy Hill, Barbados, 

and is botanicn, ll y consideted a Ya.riety of Adirtntn?n lenerum Sw., 

which latter is n.hout the commonest of ma.iden hairs in Bangkok. 

Uncle1· t he same Sia.mese name, or rather !~'W"ti'W'W1lm'Wl!~~ 
( fm·n khou nok kan kh eng) t:) be particubr, is t1. lso to he round culti

vn,tcd in Bn.ngkok ttnothm: tem, ttpp:nently tt dwarf ya,riety of 

A. te?le?'~t?n, differing· from A . . l?et?'lPyensr; obviously in itR rigid and 

s01·ifcrous hn,bit. 

l 
A )1. 

Allamanda cathartica "imn. Allcmumc n. 'UI'W~J!Vi!HJS. 

One or two forms of this handsome climber :11·e now very 

common in this conn t.ry, ha.vin,e; been in culti\ration here for at lcu.st 

th i1·ty-fi ,rc years. rl'he in trod ucer is unknown. The species is a 

native of tropical South A m erica. 

Anthurium Andraeanum Lincl. & And?·l Anthuri~tm . 
.... ~ 

V\'WlJJ~fl1l. 

This Colombian aroid in its ma,ny va,rieties is a, very popular 

greenhouse plant among the Siamese , on accm.111t of t he showy a.nd 
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la sting quality oC its flow e1·. It if-\ sa,id to ha ,·o been first introduced 

from Europe by Prince Sanpal':lar t in 1897. According to P hya 

Pojana Pricha, however, t l1 e first in trorluction of t.he plant to t his 

country was a matter of <tccident , the aroid being nnexpectedly 

found among other plant:;; impm·ted from Calcutta by Prince Prom 

about the time above mentioned. 

Anthurinm crystallinum L ind. & lJ.nclre. Anth?&rinm. 

V11:lT.nh.~ 
Prince Sanpasar t is said to ha,·e been t he introdncel· of t biR 

handsom e foliage-Anthurium from Europe n,bout fift? years ago. 

'rh e specief:l is a native o£ Peru. 

Often confused with the a bo,·e by casual obse1·ve t·s, and also 

known by the same Siam ese nam e, is a Colombian species, A. m agni

fic1.~m Linclen , a much lat er introduction, which can be readily dis

t inguif:lhed by its sharpl_y-quadrangnlar leaf-Rtalk. 

Anthurium Warocqueanum Moo1·e. Antlw,1·i1.&1n. 
o . q.,.... (1..-

!"ll'V\'WlJl 

'l'his long-l eaved Anthurium , nati,-c of Colombia, is said to 

ha ,-e been introduced to this countl.'y by the late Luang Rajakit 

KenikOl'n n.bout Eorty year::; ago. It iR only seldom to be met with 

in cultivation here. 

Asparagus plumosus Bakc1··. Asparagus }?ern. l~~l~l· 
"' "lllJ"l-l!!~l 

y 

'l'here are a Eew varieties of this so-called Aspamgnf:l f em of 

South Africa in cultivation here. Mr. Morant, English t utm· to 

Crown Prince Vajirunhit, is said to have introduced th e species to 

Bangkok , from Emope, about 1891. 

Asparagus Sprengeri Regel. 

This Asparagus of Natal was impol'ted from Holland by the 

Dang 'T'oi Nursery in 1928. Posf:libly t he species may have alren.cly 

been in this country before that date. 

Beloperone plumbaginifolia Nees. d'l rumJ3. 

lVlom Raj otai is said to have introduced this Brazilian flowm·

ing shrub to Bangkok about thirty years ago, from Peninsular 

Siam. 
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Boug·ainvillaea spectabilis W1'lld . B ongninvilleo . ~~r~~u. 
AJ ,j 
!~EJSWl 

01 

'rhis Bougn.inville11, a. Br11~ilian natiYe, is now :1. 1·cry ·ornmon 

[ca,tm c on fen ces, trellis :1nd othel' suppor ts in thi s C'Onnt l'y . Th e 

date of it.· in troduction is unknown , hu t fif ty year s a_g·o t ltC plan t 

was already in Bangk ok. It mu:::;t hit\re bt'Pn rathe l' nn c and not 

11rcll known prior to t he .forlll:l.t. ion o f: thn l)u:::;it P:tlacc Gn.rfl Pns, 

:1bout thi rty-two ~reat·s ago, [or th e ganl ens then, it is sn,icl , hufl to 

get thei.t· supply of Bougn.in villea pla.nts from the Pro\·ince oC 

Nalmwn Sritamarat. 

Brunsfelsia Hopeana Benth.. ? ~WJ~. ~l:wil~ 
Probably t he :1b<we species, fL mttinJ of Brn.ziJ a nd t he West 

lnclies, t his shrub w:1.s first ohset·veu in t he 1 os:::;esRion o£ Mom 

Ha:i otai o f Bangk ok about t wenty ~rears :1go. Th e int1'0cluce1· is 

nnk nowu, but it \l't'I.R probably t hat ,g·en tlema.n him,.elf. 

Th e scent o l' t he Aower so st.l'ongly r c:::;em bl 'S t hat of p1.dcwhcd 

(.Tasmin1.~1n a'l.~ric'l.~lrd'l.~?n) t bat t.he pbnt i:::; sometimes ·all ed by the 

Siamese Jndrtchot 1n1.u~ny . 

Buddleia Davidii P?·o.?Irh. 

'!'his scented li lac-flowered shl'Ub of C hin ese origin , now still 

nn common in Bangk ok , wrt.R impor ted from Holland by t he Da11g 

Toi Nursel'Y in 1928. Together with this specie:::; \Y:lR a lso in trodnc

'd B. glolw. n Ln.m. , :1 nn.tivc o l' Chil e, lHlt thn.t plan t has :::;ince di eLl 

ou t. 

Indigenous to this count ry th ere n, t·e one or tw o species of' 

Bucldlein, of sufficien t ll Ol:ticul tnral hean ty , hn t t hey arc not seen cul 

t ivated in Bangkok 

Caladium bicolor lrenl . Urtladi1~1 1t. tl'El'W~i1. 
\ 

About 1882 L\YO m rietie. of a. bicolO?', a l1:1tilrC of 'Bl':1zi1 , locally 

named h:rr.~ nolc lcrcda (m:unm:.:vn) and tom ya. JJ?Yt peng (11:Wmth:u~~), 
fi rst made appearance in Bang kok , :mcl ar e said to have been sent 

[rom Europe by some European . Since t hen more Yarieties a nd form :::; 

11a\· e, be~Cn introduced together \l·it h those of a .few othe1· specie:::;, and 

also not a few and interesting ones lmYc loca.Jly sprung up in culti-
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vation ttR result:-; of bud m riation. 1'hm·c ttr e at present over two 

hundred vttrieties and forms of the Calacliums, at lettst as named 

locaUy, and Phya Prabha is supposed t o lmve been responsibl e for the 

introduction of a grettt number of th em. 

The Caladiums ha,·e long been favomites among the Siamese. 

In 1906-1907 when col lecting and display ot the aroids were for the 

firRt time in yogue in this country , prices paid by loc11 l entlnmiatic 

coll ectors for certain rare and uni'lue kinds are known to haYe run 

up to as much as fom figureR in tica ls. 

Camellia japo~ica L inn. Jn21an Camell-ic&. 
The introduction of this natiYe or China and Japall i::; sa.id to 

have been initiated by the late Lua.ng Rajakit K cnikorn about forty 

years ago. Potted plants with flower bud :-; on a re being occasionally 

imported from Chin fl. for ::;ale in Bangkok. As a, rul e the pbnt does 

not do well under t he climate of Bttngkok, either lasting on ly for a, 

year or hvo or not opening· the flower buds locall y form ed. 

Castanea sativa ll1iU. (C. ch inens ;s Hassk.). 8w•el Clwshml . 

l fl 1 6il~WJ. 

Ont of nmny seeds locally obtained from a Chinese vemlm·, 

Phya Surendra RR;jasena of Lampang succeeded in raising a chestnut 

plant in 1925. Aftet· the lapse of so many years the pla.nt is now 

only about two feet high. Whethee it will grO\v to maturity and 

set fruit at a ll , where it is , r cma,ins to be seen. This is the only 

t rue chestnut pbnt t he wri ter has eym· seen or heard of in this 

country. The species is a na.t i ,·e of the lVlecliten anean Region , 

China and Japan. 

Ceropteris calomelanos Uml. , ''al'. chrysophylla ?.'. A. v. R. 
d 

(Gymnogn~mma chrysophylln Kau lf.). Golcl F er·n. !~'U'Vlfl t 

'l' his most beautiful of Gold ferns has been in cnlti vation in 

this conutry for about thirty year s. 'l'he introducer is unknown. 

The fern is indigenous to tropical America, and tropical West Africa. 

Cestrum nocturnum L1:nn. Queen of the N1:ght. ~l!Yi'l-. 
This popular night-scented flowering shrub of th e West Indies 

has been grown in Siam for a little over fifty years. It is not known 
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w hence ot· by w hom it was introduced to t his country. Ln.dy Plian 

Bhasakumwongse, howe \'Cr, is said to have been the person 1·espon

sible for t he spr ead of the shru b in Bang-k ok in t he first instance. 

Chrysalidocarpus lutescens Wencll. (Lh w·a ltt! escens Bory). 

Vl:Wlm V\~ m. 

This graceful a nd llcco rat ive, sobolift> rous · feath er-pa lm , a 

nati \·e of Bmu·bon , now com mon in B:mgko k g-n.I'Clcn s, is S;ticl to ha \·e 

been int roduced by Phya Pmd ib lmt B hubal a,hont t hirty .)' C'<~rs u.g·o, 

prohably [rom S ing;apore. Th e p11hn is often g ro\\· n tts a, 1 ot pbnt. 

Cinchona succirubra Pnv. n ecl Oinchonn. 

' l'h c Depn.1:tnwnt of' Agrieutm:P i.ut.roducecl t l1i s qninine Lrn r 

f1·om .hm in 1925, [l;ncl sent l~ pbnt . or t \\'o to C lri engTa,i for t rial 

g rowmg. Th e cli ma.tL' there, howe\·cr , does not sC' e1n to h;t \'l; sni t.ecl 

it;; proper dc \·elopm cnt. T IJi s specie's is ;~ nnti \'l' of t.he And cc; or 

E cnr\,(lor , P Prn , and Rol i \·i;t. 

Clausena Wampi Blon('o. ll'ctmpP~. 

This huit t r ee from Chill ;~ wn,s fl1·R t Recn hy t he write\!' in 

t he ga.l'Clcn of Ph ytt Rm cnclm Ha:jRC' nn, of La,mpa ng n.hon t eight. yen.r s 

ag;o. 'l'h · plttnt w:J R takt!n t lw rc from Bangkok , hnt t he species ma~· 

h::t\' e co.m r. to Sia,rn long· lwf'nrc t hat. tinw. 

Clem::ttis Jackmanii Moorl'. Olemu./;.~. 

This hcant.if11l C lcmn,t iR wn s imported fl'om fio ll n,ncl by t.hu 

Da,ng; Toi 1'\ nrsery in J 0~~ . lL seems t.o do a ll 1·igl1 t in Ba ng-kok . 

It is said to be ~t h?brid lwbn·l· n 0 . lo.nng;oo.~a Lincll. n.nd C'. Vdicell" 

Linn. , t he form cJ: a JHtt i\·c of' Chimt , t he ln.ttl' l' ol' South Emopu to 

PcrR·ia .. 

'!.'her e ftl' () se \'CI'a l spee ius of SiameRe Clcmat.is. S O III C or which 

<Ll'u qui t0 florifcrous a,ncl :ltLr:1.cti \·e. hut the \' cl o not seem to be much 

known to local gard eners. 

Codiaeum variegatum 'Fll. Gonlfn O? ·otun. l mrw. 
'rhis omamcntnl foliage p lant, t h e so-c.tll ecl O?·oton of th e 

garden, is a, nat iYe of t he Moluccas. It wn.s in t roduced to Bn.ng-kok, 

from India , ·it is said, by Phya Bhasalmmwongse, a.bout 1880. 

In its num erous ya rieti es ::tnd form s t he Croton h as been a 
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appoamnce in t hi >; country. New fi ne ntrietie>; i1l'C continuall y being 

i 1nport.e11 a.nd loct1lly r i1iscc1 from seed. 

Coffea robusta L inrten. Bob1.L.slu <>r Uonyo C'o.tf'ee. mu~. 
Th e w r·itc r ~:>aw the Robusta, coff ee pln.nt grown in Simn for 

t he "fi r~t t ime in J ~J 25 , wh en :t planti1tion compof\ed of t his species 

W[I,H raisecl in La,mptmg from beiTi e1' imported f'mm Snmat.m towar<lf\ 

t he end ot 1924 by Mr. ' l'u.n Boon Lt•o ng of Ba.ng·kok. 

Th e p l an t~ t.her e see1n to h a.Yc g rown tLml frui ted well in 

~itua.t i o nf; wh ere Lhere is enongh moi::;Lurc in the ~oil during hot 

wettth er. Robn,t;n. coffeP is a pl ant. froll1 Crmtn\.1 Ahic:1, of uneed .ain 

hotn.niea.l ~t[l,tn s. 

Accidcnt:tlh· int rod uced wit h th e :l.hOI'P "'<1· ~ t he Li ber ian 

co ffee (C'o.ffen libe1·ica Hi Pm. ). 

1 "' ,_ Coleus Blumei Bent i. ~lhl~;J1':":W!!tl:. 

' l'l1is ll'r ll -known he[l,ut.ii:ul f'olia.ge pb11t of .1avtt , of which 

there arc now ma uy va1·intics, wn.R first noticed in this country [\,bout 

t he year l 87R It i ~ not known wh o th u int.rodnPe1· was or f rom 

which coun t ry th e pb:mt came d i1·cct.ly to Siam. 

Dracaena fragTans Kf'?•-Gc~wl, var . Lindenii Hu?·t. 

This decomt.ive fo liage RhnliJ w~•~ fhst impor ted into t his 

country h,v Ph y n. Po.i fLna Prich:1nhout t hit·ty yen,rs fLgo, from Engln.nc1. 

It ·is ~• n~~t.ivr of Gn in ca .. 

Dracaena Goldieana Ho1··t. 
' l'he late Lu[l,ng Ua,i :1kit. K enikorn l f\ s:tid to lmvc been t he 

person to in t roduce t.his attmcti n~ foli a_g·c shrnb of: west tropical 

A Crica between thirty anrl fori".y ycarR ag·o. It iR but rarely seen in 

Bangkok gardens. 

Eriobotrya japonica Lincll. Luf) nal. 1~u8. 
In 1928 Mr. A. L. Qncripel, a. k een horticultmist of Chieng

mn,i, h :1d in hi " garden a young log uat plan t. Thn,t was t he nrst 
pbnt of it" l>:ind seen in Sit:tm by t.h e \l'ritcr . Th e specieR does n ot 

seem to do we.ll in Ba.ngkok. Loquat iR a nati,-e of China. and .Japan, 

Ficus ela,stica Roxb, Inclia-1"1-~bbe?· Tree, 'UlJB'W!~<u . 
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ThiR rubber-~ · i e.lcling F'ien >< \ms i n t roduced tll Bang kok n,hon t. 

fifty yea rs ago. It \\' ltR nl'St noticed at Dl'. H ays' place on th e vVind 

mill Road , and pel'ha ps it w as th e n oct01· who int.l'orlnced it . Th e 

species probably cam e to Penin su la !' 8 i[l,m a bll nt tL cl rca.cl e cn,rli PI' . 

'l'h C' val'icgatcd-len, ,·od variety was int roduced by King C hnl a lon,gk ol'l1 

n.bout fo r ty y en,rs ag;o. 

In t h e en,l'ly per iod of itR intl'Ocl nction t.hi s Ficns was a. 

fa \'OUI'i te sha d e anu :1,\·cnu e tree. Som e Sllla ll nJ.tompts w er e a.IRO 

mad e at. for m ing pln,n t.nt ions of it for t lw pr oducti on of' 1·nhber , hnL 

w it h no sn,t iRfn.ctor y r esul ts. 

Th f\ h Pe iR incligPnou.· to t lw t r opica l f01 ·esLH of' LIH~ ()ut.m· 

1-lim alaya , J'rnm Ncpanl nn,Rt\\':Hrl s to U ppm· Hul 'llhL, ]m,-ing; i tR 

sou t hr nn oRt limi t o f' di stribut ion at 24 N. Lat. 

Gardenia fiorida Linn. Cap~' J asmi?u'. ~~1!1\~ , ~ ~/.ju 
This ti ne shrnl) "- it ll rl clig h t fnlly Cr:tg l'an t Aow m· hits long 

h en c:nlti1'atrd in thi s coun tr y, ttn<l i t is 01 10 of' t ilt· ph nf·,s t lm.t a.l'e 

most l':l.Rily p l'Opagaterl h om cnt tingx Tt is heli PI' ecl to hft1·c com e 

from C hin:t , wh er e i t. is supposed to l lc :L na.t i,· e, ilm·ing t he Rccond 

or t hird r cig·n of th e pre~en t clynfts ty (1 R09-1 85 l ). 

Gingko biloba L i·t&?J.. Gin gko, m· Jlfa id r:1?hu i1· 1'1·er•. 

1\ long· wit h ma ny spee:icR a nd 1·a ri ct. ieR of clll'arf'cd C'oni fe t·s, 

t he m n:jori ty of w hich g i1·c l·itt le pm mise to long sm vi1·e the nncon

g enial ·limab! of Bangkok. \\'ftR im port ed f rom .Tapn n :t young plani. 

of t h l· m :t id enh a i1· t ree, by t lw D n.ng T oi X m sery , in tlw r>:lrly pa rt of 

the y utw 1932. Tili R \\' fts :tppal'untl y t lw fir st attempt at in troclncing

t hi s p lant of s ing ub1· a ppctL I'ancu into thi ~-; co un t ry. Tt i ~ d oubtf ul 

it t he p bn t will long: stancl t lt c ,,.<11'111 c:litnate ol' fb ngkok. The 

maidenha ir t r ee is n native uf Nor th C hina and .Ta.pa n , whcr P. it is 

stt id Lo be 1·eganlerl :ts :1 s:tc rc(l plu.n f'. 

Hibiscus mutabilis L·inn. Ohcm geubl, Ro.w!. ~ ~l?ll'W · 

This \vell-known Hi biscu s f rom China is believed to ha 1·e 

been i ntroduced by t he C hineRe during t he second Ol' third r eign of 

t he C hn, kri dynasty (1809-185]), during which pe1·iocl most of t he 

old er ga,rden p1ant.R of Chi n ese orig in ::u e supposed t o han~ com e 

to S ian1. 
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Hibiscus rosa-sinensis Lim1. Oh i?W8f! S hoP-plant. '11~m. 

TlriR iR t he comm onoHt and bcst-kn0\\'11 garden Hibiscus in t his 

count r y. I t i.· cxtcnsi ,·cly u sed for h edgeR, Going car-;il y propa-gated 

from cnttings. Th e Rhrub is p robab ly a nat.iTc of China, from w hich 

co untry it is bclic\·ccl to h ave come to S ia m Lluring the Ayut hia 

period , proha,b ly in t he XVIth or XVH t h century A . D. , wh en Rea

hom e t rarlc wi t h C hina had heon we ll eRtn.bliRhcd . Th e m r iegatecl

lea,,·cd V;tr ict-y i.R saicl to be a, r ecent introduction. 

It W<1S a, p r::tcticc in t.l1 e Ayn t hin cl ays that pc rRons g nil ty of 

:1d nl te ry were pnn islwcl lJy being 111 n.rl e to wen1· sh oe- Aowe1·r-; on hoth 

et~l· s a nd led t hroug h strcetR for exposure to pnuli c sha i! H' . So in 

t iLOsc cb ys t he reel flower of t h e ll ibiscuR was, n.mong othe1· t hings, 

1111 em bl em of dehnnch crv. 

Hibiscus syriacus L ·i.nn. 'TI: t11i.li'W. 

Th e re :11'1' two \'ari cties or t hi s o rn f1 1l1 Ct1 ta l shrnb of J'astig iat.; 

hr1bit cnl t i mtcrl in t hi s country-on e wit h f1 purp le, t he other wi t h f1 

whi te ilow c· r , which in hoth iR clouhl1 ·. ' l.' l1 e htte1· , ·n,ri ety, howewr , 

j ,q leRs C011llllOII . Th e plan t d rwR not SCI\111 to ,[;TD \1' :t nd Howe r S') well 

in Ban gko k :'1R i11 Nm·t he l'!1 Ria m , p1 ·nhil,illy on aeeonn t of t iH\ differ

ence in t.hc: Roil ~1n d cli ma.t.P. ft iR H:t id to ha\·e hc•m iut,rorlucRrl fl'o ltl 

China by t·. he C hinese n.bout fol't._,, .' ·ea. t·~ a,go. T he naiin: coun tr y o l' 

t.he pla.nL is nncer ta.in : probably no(·, R:p·i:t : ~s t.he bot.a.nic·a l na.ltl e 

itnpli eR : more like ly C hina , ~ LR t he Si~tm eRl' 11 <Lme sngger-; t.s. 

Hydrangea opuloides Koch . ( H . hrwl f'nsin S mith ). G?"P.r•n honsP 

Hydmnyen. l~!!l9\:i'W!~tl. 
A few fo t'lllH o r t he I-Ior t.en s i: L ,!!,' ronp of t.hiR ltC;.Lnt ifnl Hy

d m.nge:L :L rc now frequent ly tu lJI' st;en in Bang· kok .!!.' rccn houseR, 

wh ere th e~' do p retty " ·ell. The ~pceies is '" 11atin; o r China aml 

.Japan , :wd is sn. id t.o hi:L\·c been inhodnc ·d f rom S ingapore b~r Tf. M. 

Queen Do\\·age r 8f1w:tng Wa.cl h ana in 1924 Ol' 192:3. 

'fh01·e iR a ,·arietr of t hiR Rpccics, or probably another .-pecics, 

which has heen found ne,·er to flower i.n Bangk ok . 

Hyophorbe Verschaffeltii WP?lcll. (Ll?'eca Verschc~O'eltii Hort.). 
' ' ~ A A 

~:WHJ6'l'l'-J!Vi~tl~ . VJ:l.Jlnl'l'l:l.JI'VI !'V tl:l.J . 
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'l'his Mauritius ptdw IHLS tirsL introduced frum Singapore by 

Lmtng '1\ mat Pojana,mahL in 1919, Ll trce plants fonuing the introduc

tion. Four ur live ye<L.l's laLer ntttny small seedlings were imported 

from the StLll!e plttcl5 by Ntti Sri , a, lllll'Sl5l'yman at Silom, and prin

eip<tlly frolll this luL t he pal ttt k 1R :-;prettd in Ba,ng kok. 

The Ioruwr SitLUtese Uttuw has been given in <1 llusion to Lhe 

minittturc coeunut-palm-li kc ttppettmucc ttucl the three-eornerecl stem, 

or rathl51' .·tm11 with Lhe lettf bttsc:o, th...: palm ha;; when it ic; ;;till low. 

Isotoma longiflora P 1·e.sl. t~nmd\'J ~ l1· 
'['his we l5dy-looking C<Ltllptmulaceous herb, native of the \ Vest 

lndi es, wac; reccnLly ob,.;en ·cl by Lbe wriLcr in a garden on the 

Lhe Btmgkuk Nui Cana l, where it is said tu haYe been for about ten 

years. IL is not knuwn wheu or Ermn wltieh country it ea.t11c. It:-; 

intl'Oduction w m; prulJably tLceidenttLI. On aceounC o[ its tLcricl , poic;o

nous, milky j uiec, the p ltmL is by no mettns desintble whet·t.: tht.:rc a r t.: 

gra~ing nnimals. 'l'hc plttnt i:-; locally :-;o nauwd lJecause of tlw 

passing rec;c tu bln.nce its imlividuttl Hower bears to that of the :::;o

callecl Indian cork-tree ( iltill ingtoJ~ia. hm·tcnsi::;) which i::; indigenous 

to Siam. 

Ixora macrothyrsa Tcijs?n. & B i.-wn. !~i'!(PlHJl 
An East Indian shrub, this r ed-flowered Ixora is ::;a,id to }mvc 

been introcluct.:d by .Pbya Pmclibltttt Bhub;,tl about Lit i r ty years a. go, 

probably from Singapore. It ic; htirl y common in gardens, but 

specimeu::; with t he si ~e of inflorescence worthy of the specific name 

;u·c only seldoUJ seen, probably ou account of poor cultivatiou. 

J acobinia carnea N,iuhuls. WV'll.Jdfl . 
~ 

A mtti ve of Bm~il, this low herb or sub-shrub with dense 

plumo::;e inftorcscenec of pink flowers w;1s originally raised from seed 

brought from Hongkong by t"L Ohimtman about six or seven years 

ago. Th e plant iH not yet, common in gardens. 

Jatropha mult ifida Linn. Coml Plcunl, Physic Ntd. 

l..l:~:m1~:h 
This shrub is occasionally to be found in gardens. It is a 

native of Central and South America, and is said to have been int ro-
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'lucecl into Lhi.~ t;OunLry by PhytL Pra,bhas ka m1n.mgse a bout thil'Ly nr 

thirty .. fi 1·c yea.n; :tgo. 
• I 

Lagerstroemia indica L i1w. Umpe 1lfy'i'tw. ~!'tJ j 
Being one of the 1110~t beautiful Ho11·cring shrub~ . this Lager

HLroumia iH uu nuuonl y t;Ultivated in thi.· country. H is bclie1·ed t' J 

httn: couw [rum Ohiua during the ltttt er pa r t of the t hird reign o.f 

t he preseut dy n<tsLy (1824-185.1.). It is not a n ~"Ltive of India or 

lndies, t"Ls the name ill1pli es, but o l' China . 

La tania Commersonii Cl-mal. ( L. ?"nbru. J ttmt. ). 11mn: I?U. 

This .Thburitius Ian-p[dUl is said to ha Ye been introduced from 

.Singapore by Phya. Maha Yoi.llla b tween thirLy and thirty-five year s 

ttgn. It is usu;tlly g roll'n here a:-; tL pot s ul~j ecL. 

Leucaena glauca lle11 th. n:i;lu. 
'l'h is t-i lmtll tropica l Atl1el'iean tree, " ·ho. ·e tender shoots and 

podH ttru n:>ud :LH t"L vegetable by the local people, iH no"- to be seen 

everywhere in 1::\iauJ , botl1 cult i1·ated <tnd setui-wild. It htt:::i been so 

long in this country that its introduction ca.unot be accounted for 

with any degree of ::;atisft"Lction. 'l"h ere is a. belief that the tree was 

originally .introdul:eJ either from Cambodia or direct from India by 

th e Ilinuus in pre-AyuthitL tirn e, that iH, before th e middle of XIVth 

century A. D. 
Th e 1::\iarnes•J Ut-iually look upon th e ~ ree as indigenous and 

reg~trd t lw yellow-flower ed .Acac·in Farnesimw , 11·hich bean; t he 

stollJ · vurnacultLl' n ;"L uw /.;cdin, as exotic. 'L'hi H may be known from 

the fttd that whuu a diserimination is r equired, th e form er is call ed 

kc~t i% lc~i (S i<t JUesc katiu ) t"Lnd the h"Lt ter /,:at in tet (foreign ka ti11 ). 

Of comse both plants arc foreign, both <tre eommo11 twd naturalised 

iu this country, aml the Acacia is <"Lpparently the later introduction. 

Livistona rotundifolia J.llt~?· l. ? th:w ~m (paUl java). 

Pew~ j c~ ua, probably the above species of the Malay Archipe

lago, is qui te popu.lar in this country, being usually grom1 as <t dwaft 

pot-plant which is wuch used for house decoratiou. It is said to ha ve 

been first brought from J a va by King Ohulalongkom in 1901 , th e 

y ear in which the memorable Java-weed was al so introduced. 
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Malpighia coccigera L iwn. "ill~i?ll?ilD~. 'ollrJWt .. m..J. 'Ol1m.J~ 
This \Vest Imli<HJ ,;hrub is nu\\' pretty ~omuwn in Bangkok 

gu.rdcns, usu::dly grown a::; <L hedge plrLnL. It is s::L iLl l;o ha,·e beell 

hrst i m purLl'cl b.'· one Na i SuuL, a, la.t t; Bang kok p laut dettler, abont 

lilt ccn yeLLI'S u.go. pruiJnb l.v l'mlll R Ltn.via , a f> 011 e (the earli est ) o r t il l; 

l u~ttl uu. u1 ·s imlicatL·s. 

' ~l1 e other ::;hrub,; thtLt go by the Sia,mesc ll t"tll1 G o[ t:hu ' i1 l and 

tLr e u.l,;o C0 1lll110nly nseJ for ga rd en hedges in thi s ~onnhy arG 
I . 

Jtlwel ia ,o;p. ~'lllblJlU) and ~l ccLl!Jphnf?·utit:oscL ('lll'lleJ'U)-tlw la.ttc r , ttnd 

lJrobttbly tdsu t ltc l'or111 er , howen;r , being uati,-e to S ittm. 
,-! , .! 

Narcissus Tazetta Lim1. (PulyGmth'l.&o:; NGwt:i.::;8~L8). ~~Wl!'i.JU 

This Sarcissus of a. C lti1wsc lll.)'th ha.s been known in Bitugkok 

fur u.L letLsL a, ~euLury. Frolll China bulbs ;We being imported 

<Lnnuttlly to g row and tlo\\·er Juring t he short co ld seasou h ere. Bulbs 

formed in t his ~ountry , at letLHt in Ll!C p lain s cli11 1ate, arc smu.ll anJ. 

ra.re.ly prudn~e :lio\\'en; at a ll ; henc~ t l1 e r ecuning importtttiun o[ 

fresh bulbs. 'l'he Ncm:iss us is a na.ti Ye of Enrope, c~Lllai',V hhwcls , 

Chiua., a.ncl Jupau. 

'rhG Vttriety uroi(mto.li:o, Chiucse Sacr~d Lily, which ha~ th~ 

tlo ,~r er wholly yellow, is :;aid to have been oc~asion aJJ y importou , bu t 

Lll e writer lms seen none him self. 

Nerium odorum Solwnd. 1::1-tued Olecwde?·. ~ '\.1. 
This buauti ful tlo\\·eriug ::;hru b is uat.i Yu to \\' e:;Leru Asi;1., 

Cen tra l Imli;.L, Japau, tmd Chiua . It i:; fro111 the la:;t llttmed country 

Lh<:Lt the pbut wa.s i~t LroducL:Ll tu 8ia111 by lhc Chinos~ , probably 

during Lite Hecond or third reig n u l' the Ulu:Lkri rlymLsty (1809-1851). 

Th e white-Jlowcr oJ vuri et.y , which is occasionally seen in this 

~uuntry , is probably of a much httcr introduction. 

Oclontadenia grandiflora 8 ch1.Lm. mwijV\eJ:W. 

On <Lc~ount of it::; showy, Allamanda-li kc, fmgmut flower , 

this florifcrous climucr , nati ,.c of tropic;.tl South America a.ud usmtlly 

known under the hor Licultura l na,me of Diplt(clr•nia Hc(rr·i.~sii, is in 

high bvom among local gttrdenen;. It is Hot known when the plan t 

first came to this cotmhy; but it appears that it 'vas first introduced 

to Bangkok by Mom Rajotai n.bont h>;renty-:fi ve yea.r s a.go, probably 
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f rom the Peninsula. Though the pb n t has been here so long, and :1 

rlesirable p lant as it is, it is stil l not very common, on a.cconn t of the 

dit-licu lty wit l1 which it C<m be propagaLeu, so iL is said. 

Oreodoxa regia HBK. H,oy (~l P al·m . ~l~"lD&l. 
'l'hc Royal palu1 , a uat i vc of t he 'vVesL In dies, i;; cornmonly 

pbn Led in Bangkok g~Ll'll en :-; tmd big compound:-; , nsually a.s a n 

tweuue t ree. It i~ ~a id t o have been introd uced from Singapor e by 

Phya Pmdibhttt Bltubal thirty-eight or thirty-nine ycn.rs ttgo. 

Paeonia suffruticosa Ancl1'. (P. Llfm~tan Sims.). Lm~u 
.... ;t_ 

a.mrw. 
Potted '~PCl:.iuw u c; of tltis beauti ful Uhine::1e peony [Ll'e often 

importl:Ll fruu1 Chintt :Co r use u.ti table del:oration in Ba. ngkok during 

Chin c;H~ Kew Y etli l' t illl c, \\· hen they are iu lJlOOlll. Th.o ]Jlant of 

course b tits uu ly <.L short tiuw, dying dmnt iu t he inmwditotel y 

follo\\'iug hot wotttlwr. I t is said that t he fir st importat ion of the 

peouy into t hi s couut ry for pri vtttc useti took place at ] cast forty 

year~:> ago, and that t he plant has been in the loca,l t rauc only fo r 

about ~:>e vcnteen or eighteen y ears. 

Physalis peruviana Linn. Cape Gooseber1·y. 
Phya, DtLrupluw Pitak, Cbief Conser vator of Forests, informs 

t he writer t htLt Mm M eLl worth introduced this fr uit plant to 

Nor them Siam the first time about thir ty yea,n; ago. This therefore 

supersedes the info rnmt ion recorded for t he species by the writer in 

t he previou~:> number o£ the Supplement. 

Plumeria acutifolia Poi1·. 'l'em7Jle T1·ee, Pm nu ipani, Pauoda, 
'1\·ee. !ilt'Vw. 
The cult-ivation of this Cent raJ American t ree in tlJC East has 

been of considerable antiquity, either as an ornamental plan t in 

ordinary gardens or as a sacred t ree in temple grounds, near paclogas, 

and in grave yards. I n Sia tll t he t ree is tlilso usually to be found 

near temples and pagodas, and in Northern and Eastem Siam it is 

held so sacred thttt it is never grown in pri vrLtc gardens. So long 

has the temple tree been in this country that nobody seems to bt: 

able to t ell a.nything about its introduction , and that many people 

even believe it to be a native plant. However , a survey of vernacu-
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lar names oi t l1 e tree i.u Lhis tLml some u eigbumiug <.;o uuLriei"i a fford s 

:-;ome due Lo t he proba ulG h isLory of the t ree. In NortlJCm Sia.m 

Lhc Lemplc tree is cnJJed chu,mpa lr w, tlu.tt i::;, chwnpt~ ul' Eastern 

~iam or of the French Lao::;. In these latLer pb<.;es the tree is <.;alled 

cht~mpa /,;hew (white ch~ctmp<.t). ln Peuiu subr ~ iaw it is ;;ometime::; 

known as chwn]Jn khc~wm (K iuller clmmp<-L). The Calllbodiam; name 

t he tree Glwmpc~i, a slight ten niuuJ phonet ic ,-ariation of champa. 

Khc~i1 · chc~1npa, sun chwnpc~ ttnd chin chc~ml!G~ n.re a lll ong the Incliu.n 

natnes for the tree. 

From t he above nati ,·e lliLtncs the EolJo,ring iu[ercuce w ig·ht 

be drawn about th e plant. No rthern Siam rccievecl the tree fro lll 

' ith er the present Eastern , 'i;w t or the present F rench Lam;, where 

Lhc t ree had been der i ,·eel undoubtedly front Cambodia. Pcninsulu.r 

Siam got t he tree direct h olll Camuodi<.L, proba.bly by sea rouLc. 

'rlt esc eventl:l took pla<.;c probably during the LiiU e of Khlll er iutluence 

in Sia,m (XIth-XIIIth <.;eutmy A. D.). CaJUbodia i11 turn got the 

t ree probably f roill India a La tnuch earlier period, <.L, ' an introduction 
along with the Indian cults. 

As regards Lower Siam it is difficult to say about the temple 

tree. The local name l~cLntom ( ~'W'Vlll ) bears no significance which 
" may give any clue to the history of the tree, thoug h it may sound 

~omething like a mixture of Chinese and Cambodian. Considering 

the circumstances obtaining elsewhere in Siarn as regards th e tree, 

however , one would teel inclined to believe that Lower Siam also 

got t he t ree eit her directly or indirectly from Cambodia during the 

:;ame period and that lantom is but an a,<.;cidcntal, aimless name. 

On the other hand, if the Lree were not so derived, the possibility o£ 

its having been obtained from China, or through the agency of the 

Chinese, might be considered , iu view of the fact that one of the 

Burmese names for t he plan t is tc~yok sc~,gc~ 1 (Chinese champa) and 
one of the Indian is chin chantpa. 

1 The Bm·metie na,me scbgcb, when used unqualified, i:; specifically 
•~pplied to il£ichelicb chcbrnJXbCCb, t he ordinary chamJXb of the Sia.mese, the Lam;, 
the K hmen;, :wd the Indinus. As in the ca:se of Pl!umericb Cbcutifol·ia., !Jut to 
'.L \ ess ex.teut , the club?nj)Cb t t·ee is n.lso cult ivated neat· templ e~ <Lncl in monas
tery compounds and its flower is n.lso sacred to the Hindu. , being one of the 
five that tip the five n.nows of Kamadev, the Indian Cupid. All the above 
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The above being but a vague speculation , it is to be hoped 

that some readers may bt: in a positi<Jn to tell. something definite 

about this interesting lcmtom plan L. 

Plumeria rubra Linn. Fmnr; ipani. ~'t.i'VlJ.JU~S. 
'l'here are two fon11 s of the rcd-Howerod Plnmeria seen culti

vated in this country-one with shorter and broader , the oth er wi th 

longer and narrower corolla lobes. The first form is said to have 

been first introduced to Puket, from Penang, by Phya Asharat in 

1924, when King Vaj iravudh vi sited t he lat ter place. F rom Puket 

the plant was further introduced to Bangkok by the smue gentleman 

about 1926. The second fm rn vvas sent from Httwaii to Phya Pon 

Palamks of Bang kok by Mr. L. vV. Bryan of the Hawiian Forest 

Senice iu 1930. The pl ant i,s a nati vc of central a.nd tropica.l South 

America. 

Polyscias Balfouriana Bc~iley . (Panc~x Bl~lfou?··ii Sander). 

A:intu~: . 
! 

As are other foliage araliaceous pbnts, this shrub of New 

Caledonia is commonly culti vated in gardens and also as a pot plant 

for the house in this country. It is said t o have been first introduced 

from Emope by King Chulalongkorn about b :Venty-fi ve years ago. 

Ptychosperma macarthuri We;,dl. 
·A native of \\lest Am;tralia, this palm, whi~h is n6w pretty 

. . . 
eommon in Bangkok, is said to have been introduced together with 

Chrysalidowr·pus ltdescens, by Phya. Praclibhat Bhubal about thirty 

years ago. 
.,I !t Pyrus Malus Linn . Apple Tree. Ufl 'U l'U g;). 

In 1925 a consignment of four apple grafts was obtained from 

China by the Department of Agriculture and the plants were sent t o 
Ohiengrai for experimental growing. 'l'he plants, a's seen at Ohieng

rai two years ago, did not seem to have clone well, having put on 

mentioned peoples, including the Bmm}1ns but excluding t he Lower Siamese, 
thel'etor e, look upon t he two tl'ees as siste1· plant~ in name if not a.lso always 
in ut ility. The idea <mywhel'e of t his sistership as well <tS t he name champcG 
itself nre undonbteclly of Indi:w Ol'igin. Of coul'se t he ch,wnpcG t ree is also 
found wild iu Siam, hut apparently the Siamese did not st a,rt cultivating with 
tb e Siamese tree, or at least had not a name of thei1· own for it. 
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but a poor g rowth during the many yea.rR of th eir existence. ·Th e 

r esults mig ht ha Ye been better ha.d the pla.nts been tried a.t a, · much 

higher elevation than that of about 500 metr es where they were. 

However, considering the chamctcr of the climate of Chi cngmi, whose 

m infall is rather heavy, i.t is still questionable wh ether the n,pple 

grown there will produce fruit of any Ri;~;e and flavour, if it will e\·er 

set fruit at all. The apple trrc is thou.g·ht to be na.t i,·c to Europe 

:1ncl West Temperate Asia. 

Quassia amara. Linn. Q~Lassia . Ul":'YlWl~'W. 
rrhis handsome :ftowe1·ing shrub, which furnish eR the qua.ssia 

wood of commerce, is occasiona.lly to be seen in gardens of Ba.ngkok. 

As to when the plant firRt cn,me to Siam it is not known ; but it is 

said to have been fin:;t brought to Bangkok, fro m Peni.nsuln. Siam, by 

Mom Rajotai about twenty yea.rs ago. 'l'h e shrub iR a native of 

tropical America, and not of China, a,,· the local name might imply . 

Roupellia grata Wc~ll. cC: Hook. C1·ea1n-j?~~d T1·ee. 
l'Jl'W'VI'W. 

rrhis SJ)CCies, which iR not a tree but a rambling shrub of 

Tropical Africa, is occasiona lly met with in gardens, and is said to 

ha.vc been in Bangkok for about ten years. One of t he Siamese 

names scemR to indicate t hat t he pln.nt ha::; heen in t roduced from 

Penang. 

Ruscus aculeatus Linn. B~dch eT's h'1·oom. 

Th e Dang Toi Nm·sc t·y of: Ba ngkok imported this plant from 

Holland in 1928, and it is believed this was the first importation of 

the specie::; into this country. ' l'he pl ant is a nati,·e of Ma.deira and 

Eastem Eumpe. 

Russelia juncea Z1.wc. Co1·al Plcmt. UJ:'Vl~Jh. 
About forty year s ago t hiR graceful Tropical American flower

ing plant, now pretty common in gardens, was :fh·st Reen with a, h ead 

monk, of Wat Chem g Lane in Bangkok, of the na me of Put. Th e 

plant 'vas then called by th e owner ya f cm.;,n ( V!M~f'W ), a Siamese 
.; 

na.me for saff'ron. The introdncer is unknown, but the specimen seen 

\; said to bave been presented to t he monk by somebody, probably a 

high dignita1·? o£ Bangkok, 
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Sachium edule Swcwt-::. Chayote. 
This 'l'ropical American plant of th e cucumber Iu.mily is 

cultivated by the Karcm: and other hill t ribes in Northern Siam. 

Th e \\' r iter first noticed it. in Nor th Chi cngmai ahout seYenteen 0 1· 

eighteen years ago. It has never heen found cultivated in the plains, 

and few people know it. lt muRt ha,·e heen brought into the country 

by the hill tl'ihcR from Bmma or other countries ad.ioining Northern 

Siam. 

'rhe chayote, whic l1 , by the way, .iR rt. si ng Le-seeded fruit , pea1'

shaped in the form seen, haR a very good flavour \\'hen cooked , and 

no othet cucnrbitaceouR fruits grown in Siam can compare with it in 

delicacy. It cl esen es to be better known and more widely cultiYat.ccl 

in t hi::; coun try. 

Siningia speciosa Ben~h . d'; H ook. (Gloo:inio. speciosu Lodcl. ). 

Gloxiwin. ~HJflfhW:V\~. 
A Bra:1.ilift.n plant, the Glox in ·ia of t he horticulturist w•ts fin:t 

imported into Siam by Mr. Rivett-Cam ac :tbout t hirty years ago, 

from Enghmcl. Th ongh quite charming wh en in flo·\\·er , the plant is 

seldom met with in cultimtion in t his country. 
.... 

Stephanotis floribunda B1·onyn. C?·eep·in!l 'l'~~berose. '11:~&1 '111 1. 

A natiYf~ of lHadrLgaRcar, this charming twining shrub, whose 

indi\'idual flowers ar e not much unlike those of the garden tnberose, 

is occasionally to be seen culti vated in Bangkok Th e date o£ intro

duction is for the present nnknown, but the plant has been here for 

at least six or seven years, the last known Rpecim cn being introduced 

from Singapore by Nai Sri , a plant cl en.ler at Si lom , in t he early prLrt 

of 1932. 

Sterculia no bilis S1n. !fll6'l~WI ( kao lat ). 

Under t he n.bo,·c local nam e, whicl1 is ft. Chinese one for t he 

chestnut, this tree is occasionally seen cultivated and thri ving 

exceedingly well in this country. M any a local own er of the tree 

that is not yet in bearing strongly belie ,·cs tl1at i t yields t he tnlC 

che.stnut . Of course they will not be much disappointed in t hei1· 

expecta tions if t hey arc not too exft.cting in the matter of taste. 

This E<tlRe-chcstnut. tree was :first b1·onght as a cutting from 
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China., wher e it is probably a natiY c, by a Chin.mt[t.n about se ,·ent.ecn 

~·ears ago, and it::; conect Chinese name is said to be teng tc~w. 

Stevensonia grandifolia D1mccm. (Phoenico1Jhori1L1n 

seohellCL?'U1n vVendl.). Jl:w LA Jil~j.J lu (lJam C)lombo). 

Known among the Siamese gn.l'deners liter n,lly as Golmnbo 

po,lm, t his species is said to ha ,·e been first i nt rodnccd hy K.ing 

Chnblongkorn about twenty-five ycn1·s a.go. T!t c pu.lm is a nati ve 

of the Seychell es I slands, and not. of Ceylon afl the loca.lnam>} wou ld 

imply; but the ln.tter is probably t.hc country \\'hencr th e pu.lrn was 

first obta,inecl fm · Siam. 

Theobroma cacao L i11.,1. Gol'oa T?'er•. LA LA. 
rl'he cocmL tree, a native of: Centml and Sonth America and 

t he West Indies, is said to ha ve been in t roduced in to t his connt.ry by 

the late Luang Rajakit Kenikom about (·,hirty years ago. It i::; not 

known from which conntry the plant ca.me. It i::; occasion::tlly grown 

in gardens, not for the production of cocoa,, but simpl~· •ts a cm·io. 

Thevetia neriifolia Jns8. h~'i.J, m:mm 
rl' his Tropical A meri.can shrub is often plitntecl in this conntr5· 

on :1ccount of the bl'igh t yellow flowers it constantly bear s. Th e first 

plant. of it.s kind is sn.irl to ha ,·e been hroug·ht from Ceylon by rL 

Buddhist monk O)l l' et nl 'll from a r eligions mi::;sion t.n t.lu1.t co untry , 

either in 1:-)--1<3 0 1· i11 t lw yea1· fo]k~wing . Th e pl••nt. W;tS presenl·.ecl t.11 

the then rei.gning King T'lm:t Na 11 g' Klao, who was so pleased with iL 

:1s to name it nl?ii ].JO'' after mw o [ hi s ,g'l':wd-tbng·h ters, PtinceRs 

l~a m poc. 
An omnge-flo\\·m:ed ,·ariety i.s sa id to ha ,.o hem1 introrlnror1 

from Ha,waii by Pl'incc ThrtYor 1\'Ion.g·kol in ., !181. 

Thryallis glauca 0. KtLnlz P. (CtalrJh. imio ulu.wrt Cu ,.,). 

Ctnlphim,ia. 

A Bangkok nurseryman of o.ld standing te]h; t he wr:itel' thrLt. 

thi ' Centra l American flowering shrub wa s .iirst introduced to Bang

kok from Peninsular Si.n.m by Mom R~~iotai about bYenty-thrce or 

t wenty-fmll' years ago. rl'he .firs t entry of the pln.nt into Sin.m, the11 , 

must. h a.,-c taken place ear1icr than the ••bo,·e cbtc. This would 

therefore place the date of introduction of t he pbnt a.t least ten years 



106 Jmwnctl SicmL Society, Ncd1tml Histo?'Y Suppl. Vol. IX. 

fm ther brLCk from that previously l'eeorcl ecl in t his .Journal. 

Verschaffeltia splendida WPncll. ~ll.J l l'!:?'lEll.J!tJ)J (}xtm 
colombia) 

'T'his palm wa;; in troduccrl fl"om Singn,pm·e by Luang Tanat 

Poj anamn ht of Bangkok in 1919. It is a nati \·e of the Seychelles, 

::t.nrl not or Colombia as th e Sinmese nam e would litentlly have it. 

Apparentl y the Siamese na1oe was originally intended by its authm· 

simply us a phonetic variant. of " pnm colombo", t h e nam e pre\·ious

ly g iven to Ste11B118onict gntmlifolic~, for th e superficial resemblance 

that exists between t he two species, irrespectiYe of t he notion as to 

t heir connb:ies of ol'ig;in. Rnch a phonetic variation in names is 

often employed in Siamese nom enclatme fm· t hings of allied a,ppeur 

ances or other characteristics. 

Victoria regia Willcl. Giant Wate?'-lily. tf-;i)f1lf11ll'U. 
This water-lily of mn:je ·tic Ri:>.e and appcamnce, a native oL 

tropical .Sont h America., iR often to be Rcen cultivated in tanks and 

rlitches in t hir; country. Fmm Europe Reeds of the plant were im

por ted to B:1ngkok by Cha,o Koon Krom:1t:1 :1bout fifty years ago. 

About fifteen years l:1ter , t h e first ·in tmrluction having died out, 

anoth e1· importation of seerl s of: t he w:tter-lil y was made by Phya, 

PradibhaJ. Bhubul. Out o.f n, hundred ReedR t.hns imported only one 

is said to han) survived to perpetuate ij·,s k ind a~ seen here to the 

present. day. 
I 

Vitis vinifera L in?J. Gmpe Vinf'. m;u. 
Vines gTo \\·n from seed b ttYe heen in existence in t hi. · conntl'y 

for r1nite a long time, but proba.bl y t he first li,·e Yine bron,g·bt in to 

Siam wa.s a cnWng intpm-ted from l~nglaml hy Phya Po.ianrt P l'icha 

tthont forty ycal's a.,go. 

O"·ing;, pcl'lt aps, to unsuitnhle climat.'ic a.nd concon,itant 

factors, t he YincH here do not seem to prodnce grapes of :1ny quality 

m· qn:1ntity t hat might in :1ny w::ty encm1mge t heir cnltimtion 

beyonrl that for mere fancy. 

Xanthosoma Lindenii TCngl e?'. (Phyllotaf'11,i ·nm L inclf'·n; i, 

Andre). tlllll:!~tl. 

This ornamental foliage ::troid of Colombia hu.s been in 

• 
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culLivt1Liou iu Bangkok for thirty or forty yetHti. It ic; sa,itl to haYo 

b ·ou int.rodnecJ probahly by Priuce Stmpa::;arL. 

Zygocactus truncatus Sch1..~1n. (Epiphyllum ln~nccdv,m 

Haw. ). Grab Gact1.~s. rmV\6\lSm:JJU 
~ 

'L'hi::; rccl-fiowerccl, Llay-bloo tning cactm; of ti lllall c;taLurc w~Lfi 

introclneccl from Chintt, by the Chiness, about fiftee n yettn; ago, 

origina.lly for table decortttion dming Chinese Now year t im e, wlte11 

it ftowers. The cactu~; i::; a na.ti vo of Bra,zil. 

RoYAL FoJm:->T DEL'AWl'i\lEYl' , 

Bcmgkolc, Dec;emuer , 192/f'J. 
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