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MISCELLANEOU S NOTES. 

No. I. An Edible Mountain-Stream Alga. 

Under the nam es dok hin (rock flO\Yer) and kai hin (rock egg) 
the people of the Chiengmai region in North S iam designate small , 
dark green spheroidal plants which gTow in a,bumbn~.;c in clear , cool 
streams attached to the top, side~, and under surttL<.;es o[ HLones anrl 
boulders. The plant:-; IYheu tLpparently full -gr01m are 10 Lo 15 tllllJ . 

in diameter, n.nd ha1·e <L bladder-like for1u , a g la.t inom; ~.;o nsistenc.v, 
and rather thick walls that tlr' con1plctc ex~.;c pt aL Llw phtcf' of 
attachment to the . ·tones. 

The.-e plants CH'e rather c.s:tensil·cly eaLcn uy t lw local people. 
On the Me khan, a mountain sLrealll souLh west of Chieng umi , on Febm­
ary 8, 1932, four men from the nearc:-;t ,·illagc ll'crc ob:>CITc·d smLping 
or pulling the plant& from t he rocks with their ~ingen: and holdi ng 
them in bask ets and loose-mesh bags n.ttachecl Lo their " ·a,isLs , their 
combined product aL the tim e oi observation being o1·er two liters. 
The plants are prepared for use by boiling, and MC eaten with rmgttr , 
salt, or dried prawns. 

Specimens preserved in form alin were sublllitted to Llw 
Department of Botany of the British JHuseullJ, and t l1 e assisttmL 
keeper of that department, Mr. Geoffn:y Tandy , reportuLl t he1·eon 
as follows under date of August 19, 1032: 

The plant belongs to the My.s:ophyceae (Cyanophyceae, bluu­
green algae) and to the family Nostocbopsidaceae. l have no 
hesitation in referring it to the genus Nostochopsis \Voocl, but I am 
not quite certain that it ought to be called N. lobcd't&S Wood ·which 
came originally from North Am erica. A plant has been ruported by 
that narrte horn Sumatra and I think you lllay use it in good 
company. By its hollow thallus it. is distinguished from ot her 
species of the genus, and if it is not N . lulx~t7~8 [ think it 1rill ncml tL 
new name. It is a very interesting plant ta x:oJI Olllicall y ttl tcl I n. 111 
glad to have had the opportunity of seei ng it. 

IJ uGH i\f . ~~llTll. 

Bangkok, October 5, 1932. 

No. II. A Poisonous Horseshoe Crab. 

Two species or horsesiiOO crabs or king crt.Lhs a,bo uncl in t lt c 
waters of Siam, Hrunely, 1't.whyple7&s u iyw:J, of whicl 1 L; mulus 
'moLtwcc~~'l!t&s is a synonym , tL IHl Ow ·uinu8GO?') Jit&s ruhuHlicawl" . Both 
of these a rc called mcmgtlu. 'l'hc form er , ho11'uver , \rhi ch i:-; cs:-;clJ­
tially a marine specie:-;, is k.JJOII-n ttH mimydu, tale, w.hiJ u t lw ltt ttcr, 
which is a creature of the estuarie:-; tmcl ca11 li,·c in \mtur tk tt is 
practically fresh, is Cttllcd nw'II[Jclc~ f u i , mcmyda lucy , ttncl h PJ'tG. 'l'h u 
hen~ is readily iclentitiecl by t hu preseuce of co nspicuous l w. ir~ on t he 


