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s.vmptom:> a,nd rliecl a n hour lat.er. 'l'h l; local physic ians reported that 
cleu,th was t he direct result of ea,t ing t he nwnr;clct,, ca, llccl he?·a, b.v 
som e puop lc ttlld chtlntcte ei~ecl by h,ll·in ,g· ha,it·s on its tai l. 

H UGJ'f lH . S.\IJTH. 

Hang ko k , Uctobe1· 7, 1932. 

No. III. Yellow-banded Leaves in Saccolabium giganteum. 

Tn t he ])resent possession of Plly<L Bha,k.cl i N'arong of Bang kok 
th ere is a speci men o[ the whi te-flowurucl m riety of th e or chid S cc cco­
lct,bitl-1n gignnlML?n whose lea,·cs ha ,·u both t he margins banded 
yellow, up to half a, centim etr e in width , and have in addition one 
or two n ttrl'OW longitudina l stri pes of simila r colour next within 
either ma,rginal band, t he r emaining stripes being pale greeu tLH in 
the lcaYos of ordinary specim ens. This inte resting sport is said to 
h aYo been brought as a ,·ery young plant, wit h the Yariegation 
a lready p binly e \·icl ent, f'rom t he for est oE Wi eng Chan , in the 
F r ench La,os, a,bout sixteen year s ago. 

As t he specimen n.ppe;1rs singular, it \Yonld be in ter esting H 
r en,ders conl rl cite other inRtanccs o[ t he kind elsewh 01 ·e. 

PH Yd. Wt '\' LT W A'\'A'\'DORN. 

Bn,ng kok , 20th Dcccmhr 1· 1932. 

No. IV. A Reputed Rejuvenator. 

It. iR interesting Lo note t hat in t he last number of t he S up­
plement D r. A. Ken has made some re[crence to a ch ·ug under th e 
n,bo,-e title 11fforclerl by t·he root t ubers o[ kwcw h t,c(, (B ntPa. StLperba), 
concluding w ith an n.pp~'opr i n,tc 1'ema,1·k t hat if t he drug· soon dr ops 
in to oblivion , n,s most o[ Hnch drugs do, we may t,n,k c it that th e 
claims made foe it n,rc hLso lcsx, n,ncl th tLL on t lw otlw r h;1ncl it may 
t nrn ou t a se rious ri,·al to monkcy-glanrls. 

'l'he J,:wrw lcnn clrng, in its componnr.l w it h ·honey, ·it mtty bu 
sn,id , lms hcc n nscd ;1.s <.L genernl tonic hy xo1ne peop le in Northel'n 
Ri.a tn i'or HOme yea l's. 'l'he issne in l. 9!i l. o[ Lnang A nu sarn 's pam­
phlet, in which rli A'e ront wa,y.-.; of r'o mponn<ling t he (h ·ng WC l.' e 
prescri berl :tncl mn.ny mir:1cn lon s vil't ucs of it p l'Oc1a imcd , how(i\'8 1' , 
Cl'oated a ,·o.gue in i ts H:>C as tt r ejnvc nn.to r. Now th e Yoguu has 
snbsirl ccl and we do not hea l' much ahont t his preeious drug . Th e 
cn.nse of t h e subsidence is ot course ob,·ions. Bu t w lmte ,·er t he 
gencrn.l opinion to t hu con t.m r)·. as to its nt1uc m<ty he, t h e drug iR 
ne'\'C rth eless known to hn., ·e actual ly expressed t he foll owing power s :­
developing t he breast:;, indncing· mcnstn mtion (or Romcth ing like it ) 
in women of 60-80 years of age, ca11sing tl. 1·egmwt.h of hair m1 bald 
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head (l ) t mni1w oTev hair black (2) I)l'Oducin o· vouthful or imrJro,·ed 
' bo J · > o.J 

co mpl exion, r emoving· fr cckl eR, rcclucin,g· th e Rwelling of goitre, giving 
returned ,-igor to old and infirm people (S), and ma.nifesting a few 
other t l1ings cont ribu tory to r cjuYenesccnce-the rureRt occurrence 
being tlH~;t of CiHlRing t'L r egrowth of lmir a.nrl of t mning grey hair 
black. 

F ron1 t he f;"Lct t.ha.t. onl v in certain cascR haR the ch·ug been 
known to exhibit a ny of th e 1;owcn ; <.tbove OlJUJn cm ted there~ would 
<.lppetn to be ::;ome conditionR neco::;Hm:y for the development of such 
powerc;. 'I'IH' f'ai lure to l' e<."LliRe all .)' effect of t bc drug, I belie \·e, hu,s 
been in most Cftses rlue to irregubr hu,bi t of t a.king th e drug and to 
impatience f:o r I'eRnJ ts. 

Alcoholic drinkR hn,Yc also been known to r ender the system 
non-reeo pt i,·e b> the benefi cial influence of the drug : this is perhaps 
one of t·hc reasons fo1· t he in,iunction to strict ly obsen ·e during the 
period of t rcabn nnt t he fh·e precepts of Buddha,, of which abstenance 
fro m in tox icttt·ing drinks is one. The1·c may he some other factor s 
more impo rta 11t and di rect, which I a m not in a position to know, thn,t. 
ha.Ye been t h<· Cii.U SC: of failure to attain any good r esul t . 

Being OJW •) f' t hose who ha, ,~e used t he drug, the follo-wing is 
my own experience of its partial effect. After taking a medicine 
composed ol' t he clmg·, honey and the three myrohalans (beleric, 

chehulic and cmblic)(·l) rbily for abont a month swelling and soreness 
of the breasts were g t'i1clun,ll y brought on. About two weeks later, 
when thi R symptom hu,d , l t hought, become much mor e than that I 
had on attu,ining puberty some twenty fh·e years ago, I left off' the 
use of t he medicine. After t his the symptom remained stationery 
fm· about two weekR, t"L nd then gmdually disappeared. To tell t he 

(l), (2) Ther e hn.s bePn "· cn~e of :1. hn.lil -befl.ded m an of about 75, 
whose hair lutd been grey, getting n regrowth or completely black ba.ir, wit h 
t he sm:1.Jl bol'fl r1·i ng hinge left of t he g1·ey ltn.il· :tlso t uming black at t he 
~:l.n1f' t im e, mn kin g np " crop q ui te t li n.t of :1. yo un g mA.n , n.fter 1n king t he 
(]rug for six Ol ' seYcn. month ~. 'l'be oil man , :1. widowel', by tl1 e way , has 
beconw "o m11ch )'O ungcr t h:tt he has h:tcl 1;o lw rli.·snfl.cl cd wit h much diffi cul · 
t)7 by hi~ peop le ft·om n. desi1·c to con tmct :l.nothet· man·in.ge-n. thing which 
be lmd n evm: t hought of befo1·e . All t h is sounds nnbelievable ; but if an .v 
read er~ c:n·e to ve1-ify t he truth of the st:1tcme nt , 1 sha ll be glad to supply 
the nd dt·cs~ of t he olrl mn.n. 

(3) 
[n ~tn n eo of old ]Jeople of sixty to eigh t.' · getting back lost 

eue1·gy and senti·vouthfnl complexion t ln·ough continua l use of the drug a r e 
not inf1·equon1', and Luang A nu~arn , t he i ~~tlel' of t.h r J-ill mphlet, rtt presen t 
<til'OJ· cl ~ one of t hem. 

(J) 'l' h c~e t lll'cc f l'llits-1·espect i~·el)· samww pipek (6\l':l.JfiW!lln) , sct?nrw· 

ta.i (6\l':Wtl '1.'Vl'U ), and mnlc·lu~m. prG~urn (:W:'lllJ~~ fl:W )-are collectively kn own to 

natiYe doctors ns t?'i-pnla. ( W~J e.J g\ll). 



No. 1, 1088. ) [ i srPll0,11 eou.q N otr•.s. 147 

truth, how 1·e r, T do not think .[ felt appreciably yonuger then or <:Lt 
ftny tim e dm·:ing tbe pl'URence of' th · yonth£ul symptom ,; lmt perhaps 
I ought to have contin u "d takin,g t lw medicine longer to r eali:r.c the 
full xtent of its effoct. 

So far a,s t ho a,bO\·e-ment ionecl experi ence of min e goes, I 
shal l only :-;ay that t he rlrug ha.· Rom·ething extnwrdinaril y poten t 
in it; but with what l ha1·e beard or seen <LS to its man·ellous e(i:'ectH 
on other l'l I should feel incli.necl to belio1·e t hat the drug is a possible 
rej tn-enator. Of course it is well known that the hwao l.;u((, tubers con ­
tain a poiso nous princip le and se ,·eml cases of poisoning ha ,·e result ed 
from o,·erdose:-; of the drug prepared hom th em. And tl:us fact l1as 
led some to doubt t h - medicinal m lue of the d rug so much as to 
believe that those symptoms now apparently oJ constructi1·e chara,cte r 
are nothing but morbid expres ·ion.· of its poisoning eft'ect. which will 
r-;oonm: or later cry.·talise into '" reaction directly harmful to tho 
system, Ol' something like that. This belief, though it may ha1·e 
some scient ific ground to rest on and e1·entually prove correct, seems 
rather beyond the graRp of common sen e-a,ncl .[ 11m afraid none of 
t hose who hn,1·c long used the drug without any bad effect, or wit h 
only good resultR, vvill readily subscribe to it. 

AR the subj ect is of ,-ita! intercRt, it is to be hoped t hat some 
comp tent. authoritief\ w ill im·estigate it and see whether the drug 
given by th e t uber l'l or B 1dea 1Lpe?·bn is really worthy of itRrcputed 
\'aluo- at least a.s an orrlina1·y efficacious tonic, i f: nothing more­
m· simply a delusive poi,·on to be shunned at all t imeR. 

PaYA wr :-~t'l' v'i'A~ANDoR~. 

Bangkok, 2Gt.h December 1932. 

No. V. Further Examples ofthe Schomburgk Deer. 

Rcfcn ing to t. hc rLrticles " A Sea.rch for 8 ·liOII1 hurgk 's Deer" 
ftnd " Notes on t he , 'chomhurgk Deer " which l1Pl eared in 1·ecent 
iRsnes or the N'atnml HiRtOl',V Supplement., l w:mt to hr ing t he 
following information to t he noti c of t hr N.,tuml Hi story Sectio11 
nC t lH' Siam Society. 

'l'hc nai amp hn1· of Kanburi , Lnil,ng Vir-;ith , who waR f'Ol'merl ~· 
the serrctury to the Lonl Lientcna.nt of Hajbmi , to le! me on NoYem­
hcl· 14, 1982 , t hat a police sergeant ( N ai Si.p rl\tmruttt) shot a 
Rcho1nlnu·gk deer se,·em l 111011 ths before. Although I oxpi·e>;sod my 
doubts, ha 1i ng in mind the huit less efforts of Geneml Pigot t1nfl 
others, Luang ViRit h, who is himself a hunter , insisted on t his deer 
being a genuin e Schomhnrgk de r , which he cnll 'fl " San1:1,n ". He 
had seen the horns on the well pr scn ·ecl skull :tncl he triPd to bny 
the homs which wert: i 11 poRsesRion of t1 Chinese in Kanbmi , hut t hr 
owner wanted 80 bahts fo1· them, whicl1 price he declined t.o pay. 
Luang Visit h stated that tho po lice s01·gcn,nt bad qt·e l at this dEe1: 
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