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truth, how 1·e r, T do not think .[ felt appreciably yonuger then or <:Lt 
ftny tim e dm·:ing tbe pl'URence of' th · yonth£ul symptom ,; lmt perhaps 
I ought to have contin u "d takin,g t lw medicine longer to r eali:r.c the 
full xtent of its effoct. 

So far a,s t ho a,bO\·e-ment ionecl experi ence of min e goes, I 
shal l only :-;ay that t he rlrug ha.· Rom·ething extnwrdinaril y poten t 
in it; but with what l ha1·e beard or seen <LS to its man·ellous e(i:'ectH 
on other l'l I should feel incli.necl to belio1·e t hat the drug is a possible 
rej tn-enator. Of course it is well known that the hwao l.;u((, tubers con ­
tain a poiso nous princip le and se ,·eml cases of poisoning ha ,·e result ed 
from o,·erdose:-; of the drug prepared hom th em. And tl:us fact l1as 
led some to doubt t h - medicinal m lue of the d rug so much as to 
believe that those symptoms now apparently oJ constructi1·e chara,cte r 
are nothing but morbid expres ·ion.· of its poisoning eft'ect. which will 
r-;oonm: or later cry.·talise into '" reaction directly harmful to tho 
system, Ol' something like that. This belief, though it may ha1·e 
some scient ific ground to rest on and e1·entually prove correct, seems 
rather beyond the graRp of common sen e-a,ncl .[ 11m afraid none of 
t hose who hn,1·c long used the drug without any bad effect, or wit h 
only good resultR, vvill readily subscribe to it. 

AR the subj ect is of ,-ita! intercRt, it is to be hoped t hat some 
comp tent. authoritief\ w ill im·estigate it and see whether the drug 
given by th e t uber l'l or B 1dea 1Lpe?·bn is really worthy of itRrcputed 
\'aluo- at least a.s an orrlina1·y efficacious tonic, i f: nothing more­
m· simply a delusive poi,·on to be shunned at all t imeR. 

PaYA wr :-~t'l' v'i'A~ANDoR~. 

Bangkok, 2Gt.h December 1932. 

No. V. Further Examples ofthe Schomburgk Deer. 

Rcfcn ing to t. hc rLrticles " A Sea.rch for 8 ·liOII1 hurgk 's Deer" 
ftnd " Notes on t he , 'chomhurgk Deer " which l1Pl eared in 1·ecent 
iRsnes or the N'atnml HiRtOl',V Supplement., l w:mt to hr ing t he 
following information to t he noti c of t hr N.,tuml Hi story Sectio11 
nC t lH' Siam Society. 

'l'hc nai amp hn1· of Kanburi , Lnil,ng Vir-;ith , who waR f'Ol'merl ~· 
the serrctury to the Lonl Lientcna.nt of Hajbmi , to le! me on NoYem­
hcl· 14, 1982 , t hat a police sergeant ( N ai Si.p rl\tmruttt) shot a 
Rcho1nlnu·gk deer se,·em l 111011 ths before. Although I oxpi·e>;sod my 
doubts, ha 1i ng in mind the huit less efforts of Geneml Pigot t1nfl 
others, Luang ViRit h, who is himself a hunter , insisted on t his deer 
being a genuin e Schomhnrgk de r , which he cnll 'fl " San1:1,n ". He 
had seen the horns on the well pr scn ·ecl skull :tncl he triPd to bny 
the homs which wert: i 11 poRsesRion of t1 Chinese in Kanbmi , hut t hr 
owner wanted 80 bahts fo1· them, whicl1 price he declined t.o pay. 
Luang Visit h stated that tho po lice s01·gcn,nt bad qt·e l at this dEe1: 
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n,bou t n, year n.go when he met wit h it. in n. herd of: ~n. mburs but lw 
missed it . 

Luang Visit h knows \' el'Y wel I t he ditference between th e 
t hn.min (lwrncmg) and the Schombm:gk deer (saman), iR n,cquainted 
wi th the police sergen.nt, and has seen t he horns himself, so I thought 
it wor th whi le to repor t t he story , alt houg-h I must, of com se, leave 
t.h e responsibili ty for t he staternn.nts entirely t.o Lu[l,ng Visith , 

H e:ul of dee r J.: ill ecl O il !\we :'\oi or :\lek lnng R iver, Westem Si:tm , 1932 . 

On Decembet· 6, 1932, Luang Visith came t;o my offi ce here 
a.nd guse me furt het· particulars about t he deer, t he hearl of which 
is shmvn in two enclo. eel photogra.phs which he too k: a. few days ago 
· ~nd which clearly indica,te t ha t, t he atlers ::tore those of a. Schomburgk 
rlee1·. There is no doubt t hat t he dee!' " ·hose head i.· shown in t he 
photogl'aphs is t he ve1·y s:1me one which was shot some month s ago 
neat· Sayok: on t lw Kwe Noi River. Luang Visith ~aw the head 
before it wn,s prepared and \Yh en t hel'c " ·n,s stil l fle~h and skin on the 
skull . It no1v n.ppear~ t hn,t it was shot out of a, herd of Eld deer 
(l amnng). Luang Visith st.atecl t hat recently another Schomburgk 
deer was shot far up the Kwe Ya..i River, 
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'L'his info rm a,tion should inter est !Hr. Ar thur Verna,y who, 
according to a.n October issue of t he London IJ!nstmtecl News, is 
going to mak e a hunting expedition to Si<.t m in order to obt.a,in n, 

specimen of the Schomburgk deer for t h e Brit ish lVIuseunL 

U LmCH GuEH LER. 

Banglwk , December, 1932. 

No. VI. Reported Shooting of a Schomburgk Deer. 

T ha.ve been most interested in t he account of the pr eflumed 
shooting of a, Schomburgk deer in t he Kanbur i di flt rict in 1932. 'l'he 
photogeaphil are undoubted by t hose of a Schomburgk deer hea.d , but 
I am una.ble to aceept th e evidence aR absolutely conclusi,·e. 

Such large sums ha ,·e been offered of late years for a, fresh 
speciu1en of t his animal, and so many enquiries have been set on foot, 
that the t emptation to " fak e ", f rom a desire for notoriety or 
pecuniary gain, must be taken into consideration. A head vvhich has 
been hung on a wall will retain sk in a nd dried Hesh for ma.ny years, 
n.nd it is easy to gi ,-e t hese the appea.ra.nce of freshnesR by soaking 
in a buck~t of salt a.nd water . There are several other wayR of 
faking an old head which would pass muster, except to a ma11 'Jn t he 
lookout for t hem. Unt il we get an absolntely fresh head, or a fresh 
skull with a complete skin , or the photograph (guarant eed untouched ) 
or an en tire Schomburgk deer , t he r ecorcl ea.nnot be co nclusive. 

'l'hat the specimen in question is said to hn.ve been shot on 
the edge of an n.rea which is practically our last hope of t he continued 
existence of t he Schomburgk deer , is, of course, nry much in its 
fa.vour and will , I hope, st imulate furth er enquiry in that direction. 

0. H. STOCKLEY. 

No. VII. Migration of Rats. 

[n Volume l of the .Journal or t he Natuml History Society of 
Siam, '1'. S. Butler record .· a migmtion of ratfl ·which he observed 
while stationed at Koh Lak :in September , 1913. For near ly a week 
his bungalow close to t he beach wa.s OY r -run with rat s, and S\\ arm" 
of them passed t hL"ough the building on their wn.y to t he bea.ch a,ncl 

~P a. " Their one idea appear ed to be to lean' t he land. None t urned 
back except when attacked by hawk ::; m· crmn ;, of whi ch t hey had 
attracted U: good number. 'l'hc following day, wh en going out to 
tnee t the steamer in Koh La.k ba,~ - , I not iced seYeml rats well a.way 
from the shore, still swimming stmight out to sea, 11nd fm days 
afterwards I found t heir dead bodi es on t he beach, washed up by t he 
tides. This I obser ved throughout the whole length of my sect ion, a 
distance of 30 kil01netres," · 
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