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Thi::; informa.tion should intm·e::;t Mr. Arthnr Vernu.y who, 
according to u.n October issue of the London Illustmted News, i::; 
going to make a hunting expedition to Sia.m in Ol'cler to oht.ain a. 
specimen of the Schomburgk deer for the Beitish Museum. 

ULHJ OH OUEHLER. 

Bangkok,. DPcember, 1.932. 

No. VI. Reported Shooting of a Schombnrgk Deer. 

11uwe been most interested in the u.ccount of the presumed 
shooting of u. Schomburgk deer in t he Kanburi district in 1932. The 
photographs are undoubted by those of a Schombmgk deer head, but 
I am unable to aceept the evidence a::; absolutely conclusive. 

Such large sums have been offered of late years fm· a fresh 
specimen of this animal, and so many enquiries have been ::;et on foot , 
that the temptation to " fake", from a desire for notoriety or 
pecuniary gain, must be taken into consideration. A heu.d which has 
been hung on a '"'all will retain skin and dried flesh for mu.ny years, 
and it is easy to gi\'C thefle the u.ppeu.ra.nce of £reshneflR by soa.king 
in a. buck!'lt of sal t and water. Th ere are several other wa.ys of 
faking an old head which would pa.ss mufl t er, except to a man rJn t he 
lookout for t hem. Unti l we get an ab::;olnt.ely fresh head, or a fresh 
skull with a complet e skin, or th e photograph (guaranteed untouch ed) 
of an entire Schomburgk deer , the r ecord cannot be conclusive. 

That the specin1 en in question is said to hu.,·e been flhot on 
the edge of an a.rea which is practically our last hope of the continued 
existence of t he Schomburgk deer, is , of course, w ry much in its 
favour and will , I hope, stimulate further enquiry in .that direction . 

0 . H. STOOKLEY. 

No. VII. Migration of Rats. 

In Volum e I of the J ourna1 of the N a. t.ural History Society of 
Siam, T. S. Butler r ecords a migration of rats which he obserYed 
while stationed a.t Koh Lak in September , 1913. For nearly a week 
his bungalow close to the beach wa.s over -run with rats , and swarms 
of them passed through th e building on t heir \Yay to the beach and 
::>fla. " Their one id ea appeared to be to leaw th e la.nd. None t urned 
back except when att.ack ed by hawks o1· crow:-:, of which they had 
ttttraetecl a good nnmbm:. The :following clay, when going out. to 
meet the steamer in Koh Lak ha:·, I noticed seYeral mts well a.way 
fwm the shore, still swimming stmight out to sea, and :fOl' days 
afterwards I found their dead bodies on the beach , washed up by t he 
t ides. Th is I observed throughout the whole length of my section, a. 
distance of 30 kilmpetres," · 
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La,te in Angw:;t, 1931, a similar phenmnenou W<tS r eported from 
t he same di F~tri ct . La,rgc a,n nies of rn,ts in va,ded Oha,ngwad Pracbnn,h 
doing great damage to all crops and goods in .· torcs, and it \\Wl r e­
ported tha,t the influx of these creatures wa,s from the sea. 

I wa,s instructed to inn:stiga,te this lntttter a,ncl left Bangkok 
for Prachuab on t he 6th of Septemhel', '1931. Th e First appeamnce 
of rats \Yas noticed on th e 27th of August.. 011 th e 28th they a ll 
landed on t he shore ext ending hom Thap Shake to Ban Saphan Y n.i, 
a distance of abont 35 ki lometres. These rat;; did com;iden•blc 
damage on the 28th, feeding on any edible t hing that came in their 
way. Crops such as cocoanuts, sugar-cane, water-melons and other 
fi eld and garden crops were destroyed, and stored products including· 
leather and dry fish were equally damaged. EYen the catR were 
afraid to atta,ck t hem on account of their hrgc number. 

The rats did not seem to be afraid of men and would not 
hesitate to come and tak e away food fro111 the plateR while the latter 
wor e having their meals. They could he ki ll ed by the hund1·ed 
without having to run about. A mn,n with a Rmall mall et, sitting 
quietly, could kill a g reat number of them. 

On the 29th of August they r.;tartedleaving the coastal m·eaR, 
presum ttbly for t.he hil ls and forcRtR. B.v the 1 Rt of September 
hardly u.ny rat could be seen in that vicinity. We could not get any 
information as to \\' hence they migrated, tmcl Binc·o they did not go 
buck into the sea it is snfe to suppose that they went inland. 

There is sufficient r eason to believe t hat these rats came from 
across the sea. All the fi.sh cr men whom we met saw these rats in 
the sea in la1·ge swa1·ms and u. lBo holding on the fishing "poh" to r est. 
At. times they we1·e miBta,kcn for shoals of. cuttlc fish (pla muk), and 
people vvho went to catch these supposed pla muk \Vere disappointed 
as wel l as surpri;;ed to find that they wen' ratR. ;\•!any mts came 
along with fishing hoats. 

RatR can k l· ep aAoat o,·en in fn :Rll wate1· wit hout. food for a, 
few days and hence it i;; q uitc easy to belien t lntt th c~r might hayo 
swam ttCl'Oss the gulf from Koh Ohang which is notorious for its rat-s. 
Thei r large ;;izc 111ay ha\·e i.nspired thei I' aq nati c enemies with I' ear 
u.nd t hus !ef.t t hem nnhfl.rmerl in their .iomney across the gulf. Tt if4 
;tlso probable t hat t lw nmnl1er landed onl y indicated the numbe1· that. 
sm·\·ived t he clanger ;; and trials of cmssing. \rl' l')' small fi shes ma~· 

ha;- e Rcn·ed them as food. 
A specimen of the m t wa.s Rent to Raffl es l\>Iu seum <.tnd was 

identified by Mr. F. N. Ohusen aR Rntt ·n.~ n~fhLB ,i (llm"en.~ i .s (Bonh.) , 
the common fi eld rat oE Siu.m . 

Bangkok, April, 1933, 

AHTAXT l\fAX.JlKUL, H. AGH.lC., 

Assistant Entomologist, 
Dept. of Agricultura l Research , 
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