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very soon and dragged it away. Again disturbed in the afternoon 
and now having eaten the great er part of the kill , as the svvollen 
stomach proved, it retumed within 10 minutes af ter the cooli es had 
left . In thi!'! connection I want to mention a superstitious belief of 
the natives. Before the machan was left , a flower 'vas put by a 
coolie behind th e ear of the dead man. The natives firmly believe 
that the tiger th en will r etum to its kill within a short time. In 
t hi s special C(tse this opinion will certainly find a widespread confirm
a tion in t hat par t of the country because it proved to be so surprising
ly correct. 

ULRICH GUEHLER. 

REVIEW. 

A I-hNDLIS'l' OF .MALA.YSIAN BIRDS; A SYSTEMATIC LIST Ql? THE 
Bnms OF THE .MALAY PENINSULA, SuMA.TRA, BoRNEo AND JAVA, IN
CLUDING THE ADJ ACENT SMHL ISLANDS, by Frederick Nutter Chasen . .. 
Bulletin of the Raffles .Museum, Singapore, Straits Settlements. No. 
11, December , 1935. 

This publication , r epresent ing tb e first Systenu~ Avium of a 
single sub-region of the Oriental Region, fill s a long-felt need. It 
will prove in valuable as a r eference work, not only to students of 
th e Malay. ian ornis, hut to all who have occasion to deal wi th th e 
syst ematics of Orienta.l birds. For thoRe in terested in th e avifauna 
o[ Siam it possesses an especial importance, not merely becauso it 
tt·eats of a neighbouring sub-region , but particularly because .Mr. 
Chasen's Malaysia ex tends to L•Jt . 10° N. , which is at the narrowest 
part of the I sthmus of Kra, thus embracing several Siam ese' prov
inces. 

'l'he author divides th e M:a laysian Sub-region in to four prov
inces- Malayan, Snmatran , Bornean and J avan-in accord with 
natural distinctions, zoological and geographical. These differences 
are discussed in hiR introduction. In the body of the work, under 
each ft vian form is given the geographical distribution in rela tion to 
th e fom prov inces. In :1 limi ted number of cases the distribution is 
given as" Malay States" or " Peninsular Siam," to indicate that tl1 e 
bird in question occurs in t he southern half of t he Peninsul a but not 
in the norther n, or vice-vena; otherwise, th e Malayan Province is 
1:epr-esented by the term " Malay Peninsula." An unusual fea.ture of 
so t echnical a work is th e addition of English names. A zoo
geogmphical map and a profu sion of footnotes increase the value of 
th e publication. 

While th e syst ematic order followed is, with minor changes, 
that of Sharpe's " Handlist," the author holds somewhat ad vanced 
view8 on what constitutes th e species and, at th e same time, unites 
many genera uRually kept separate; this results in a number of novel 



No.2, 1936. P1·oceedings of the S ecti on . 175 

combinations of names. Amongst the Siam ese birds affected, we 
note that the genera Otocorrnpsn and JV!olpastes are here included in 
the genus Pycnonott~s. Such changes arc largely a matter of per
sonal opinion, but we cannot agree that both Ardeola bacchus and 
A . speciosn are conspecitic \vith the European mlloides until more is 
known of the breeding-range of Arcleola speciosa continentis Salo
monsen, which, in South-eastern Siam, occurs side by side ·with 
bcwch1kS in April, wh en both forms are in full nuptial plumage. 

Mr. Chasen has uncovered old records of th e occurrence of 
the rare Chinese Egret, BgrettcL eulophotes (Swinh.) in Peninsular 
Siam ; these have been overlooked by other cataloguers of Siamese 
birds. 

The Director of the Raffles Museum is to be congratulated 
on his eminently successful completion of a long and arduous task, 
as well as on the apparently entire absence of the typographical 
errors which so often mar a work of this nature. 

May, 1936. 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SECTION. 

25TH 0RDINAlW GENEJtAL MEETING. 

H. G. D. 

H eld at the Society's building on F ebruary 19th., 1936 at 
6.45 p.m. Dr. A. G. Ellis, Leader of the Natural History Section, 
was in th e chair and 30 members u,nd visitors attended. 

The Leader opened tho meeting by calling on Luang Siribaed 
to explain his demonstration of Bnr.:illw; sia1nensis, a new species of 
bacteria r ecently cliscovered by him. Luang Siribaed had living 
specimens under rn ·icroscopes which showed the motility of B . 
. ~iamensi8 as compared with B. rtnth?·acis, and he distinguished the 
new species from B. subtilis, (a non-pathogenic form) by showing two 
guinea-pigs inoculated with B . siamensis which were showing lesions 
and symptoms of septicaemia. 

Dr. Ellis then introduced Nai Siah, a local taxidermist, who 
showed several interesting Rpec.imens. There were two living snakeR, 
nam ely a King-Cobra of medimn size u,nd an albino Cobra. 

Nai Siah said that the latter were rare and this was the third 
he had eve1· seen. It came from Ayuthia province. H e th en showed 
two beautifully stuffed animals, a flying-fox and a black-ringed 
1ir.ard from Nakorn Sritammarat. The SiameRc name for this rep-

tile is "kapachang" nabn1 and Kai Siah said that it had a reputa
tion among th e country people in the South of giving a very poisonous 
bite. According to Phra Charan of th e Pasteur Institute it is harm -
less. 

Nai Siah mentioned that us a boy he had collected reptileR 
for Dr. Malcolm Smith, th e laRt PreRident of the former Natural 
History Society of Siam. 
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