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I lived at t h e bottom of th e Suriwongse Road. Only youngsters
came there, up to 12 or 13 feet in length. 'l'he.re was usmLlly no
difficulty in catching tl1ell1 as the python is inclined to remain on its
g round r a.t.her t ha.n escape when discovered; m1d it was good spo rt.
Th er e i::; no venom in t heir bite, but t hey hav e a fine set of teeth and
can inflict nasty wounds.
'Th er e are many ways of tackli ng big snakes but the following method is as simple as any of t hem. I have never seen it
adopted by anyone else, a.nd pass it on now for those v,rho would
like to t ry it. Take a bath towel and wrap it se,·eral ti mes round
the left hand so as to protect it completely. Push this into t he
snake's face. It will be at once seized and before the creature can
free its teet h for a second bite it eau be g ripped round the neck and
carried off. Th e rest of t he snake's body will get wound round
yo urs in the process, but the constricting power of a Reticulated
Python that is not more than 12 or 13 feet in length is not great.
It is as well howe,·er to have som eone at hand to seize the tail a.nd
unwind in case a coil gets round your neck. Th ere ·was no bath
tow el handy wh en I met th e python in N ewm a n's Mile, so I t hrew
my coa.t over it and t lwn sat on top while I felt for it~:> bead.
Londou, June 20th , 1937.
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Breeding Habits of the Indian Cobra.

In th e Proceedings of t he Zoological Society of London fo r
193 1, Mr. George J ennison published a note on t.he breeding habits
of a. pair of cobras in the Belle Vue Gardens, Manchester. In th e
t\vo succeeding yea.rs they again bred, and confirmation of the
" nesting" habit a.nd furt her information concerning g-estation a.nd
incubation were gained. In 1934 they unfortunately died and it will
be of interest now to summarize the whole story. The procedure on
each occasion was ·watched by 1\'Ir. J·a lll es Craythorne, who had
charge of t he snakes, under t he guidance of Mr. J"ennison, at that
time Director of th e Gardens, and every care has been taken to
record the facts accurately.
The snakes arrived at Belle Vue in 1928 and were then
apparently adult. Sexual matmity in the cobra is r eached at tl1e
age of three, and full growth in about a y ear or two later; t he
snakes therefore when they aniv ecl must hav e been at least three
years old. The r ecords of the three years breeding are as follows :1931
Date of copulation not known. Eighteen eggs were laid on
March 8th or perhaps earli er. Seven young were born, the first
being seen on May 12th.
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1982
Copulation was first observed on F eb. 15th, but as the "nest"
had been made about a week before it is probable that it was not
th e first coupling of that season. Nin e eggs \vere laid on March 2nd.
F ive young were born, the tirst being seen on May 21st.
1933
Copulation was first observed on Dec. 13th (1932). Eggs
were laid on F eb. 2nd, but their number is not known as t he nest
was not disturbed. Three young wer e born, the fir st being seen on
April 28th.
The dates on which the eggs were laid in 1932 and 1933 are
known exactly and th e incubation for those two years is 79 and 84
days respectively. Copulation was witnessed on several occasions
during each mating period. Th e gestation period for 1931 is uot
known and for 1932 it is doubtEul ; for 1933 it was 51 days. Th e pair
were closely watch ed during that tim e, and it is believed that the
..:oupling which took place on Dec. 13th was the first of that season.
Mating began about a month befor e t he pair made their nest,
and during that tim e they k.ept continually toget iler, a,lthough at
other tim es of the year they li ved apart, even withi n the sm n,ll a,rea
of their cage which was approximately 9 by 9 ft. and 8 ft. in height.
During their first two y ean; th ey were confin ed in a much small er
cage and provided only with a gra vel floor, and this lack of suitabl e
environm ent no doubt accounts for th e bet that they did not breed
during those years. When they were moved into the new cage they
were provided with a large mound of earth with sods of grass on the
top, the whole pile being som e 15 inches high. Int.o this mound
th ey burrowed, digging their way into it at different places with
the ir noses and tinally meeting in the middle wher e th ey form ed n.
a cavity large enough to contain th eu1 both. The cavity wns some
eight inches below the surface and had several holes leading to it
which were used indiscriminately for entrance and exit.
That the female eobra guards her eggs during the incuba tin g
period is already known, but th e fact that the male also took a
share in the work is new. The female did most of it, but every day
for two or three hours she would leave the eggs and come out into
the cage to drink and lie about; sometimes sh e fed. During tlu1t
tim e th e male kept guard.
The story of th e Belle Vue cobras suggest s that given proper
environment, many other species of snakes, about whose habits we
know little or nothing, could be induced to breed in captivity.
Parental feeling is not a strong character in reptiles, and for that
reason it is all the more interesting when it does occur.
London, April, 1937.
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