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MISCELLANEOUS NOTES. 

N o. I. A Nen · Avine F~unily f"o t· Sia m . (1) 

On the 17th of Apri l, 1937, f rom a Chantabnn-bound boat out 
of Bangkok, t he writer was surprized to obser ve, among the numerous 
gull s, a soli tary individual of SOHl e species of Ste?·co?·rt.?·iu s. The bird, 
a sub-adult in the light phase of plumage, was seen in the Inner Gulf, 
less than llitlf the distance from Pak Nam to Ko Si Chang, and , during 
several minutes, it played about our bows, at times near enough to 
have been captured by a butterfly -net. The characters common to 
the genus were noted with ease. Direct comparison showed it to be 
n.bout the su.mc size as t he gulls (Laru b?"''.mnice1Jhc~lus) flying with it. 

The genus Stercorariu s embraces t hree species of pelagic birds 
known in England t1.S sknu.s , in America as ja,egers. 'l'hey breed in 
the circumpolar sub-arctic regions and, during the boreal winter, 
wander south over the oceanR, two of them on occasion reaching the 
Southern H emisphere. 

S tercornrius longicn1odus, the Long-tailed Skua, has th e most 
restricted wintet· range, and is unknown south of Japan, t he Mediter
ranean Sea, and th e coasts of West Africa. 

Stercora1·ius pomnrim.t,8, the Pomatorhiue Skua, is known 
fro 111 tropical Asia by a single specirneu taken many years ago at 
l\foulmein, Burma. I n the Old World it is otherwise recorded from 
the coasts of West Africa, the Mediterranean and Black Seas, J apan , 
and (rarely) Australia. 

Stercmy~rius pn?Y~siticus, Richardson's or the .Par:1sit ic Skua, 
is t he commonest and most widely wandering of the three. The 
localit ies nearest to Siam from which it is known ar e J apan, Austra
lia, Madagascar, and, in north-western India, the coast of Sind. 

In the absence of a specimen, it would be rash ind eed to 
attempt specific identifi cation of t his bird, but t he ranges given above 
show that t he presence in SiameRe waters of any one of them must 
be considered highly remarkable. 

H. G. D EJGNAN. 
Washington, 13 August, 1938. 

No . II. A Fin e S;unbh nt• Stag-'s Hen tl. 

Phya Winit Wanandorn obtained this year a very heavy 
Sambhar's head from Kaw in the l\'Ie Ping- rapids mid-way bet ween 
Chiengmai and Raheng. 'l'he hornR are much heavier than any the 
writer has previously examined. 

Phya Winit , of th e Forest Department, was anxious to hear of 
good trophies with a view to a loan exhibition at the Saranarom 
Gardens during the Constitution Day celebrations. 

(l ) Published by Permission of the Secretary of th e Smithsonian In
stitution, 



126 J ou1·nnl Sict?n S oc·ip,ty , Nrdttrrtl H islo?'Y S1.tppl. 

Mr. Guehl er has 13ent me partieu}arR of a fin e head in his 
posseflr;ion and measurements of t his head are inc luded in t he table 
below. The brow tines are particula rly long. 

In Vol. 1. p. 117 of th e Nat. HiRt. Societies J ournal I des
cribed and illustrated a fi ne pa.it: belonging to Mr. Adey Moore from 
th e Lt1mpang area, and in Vol. 4 p. 239. described a pair belonging 
to Mr. Peinigcr front the Me Teun, a westem t ributary of the Me 
Ping river. Mr. Peiniger's best heads had all belonged to stags killed 
in the bed of the river by packs of wi ld clogs. 

In a valley adjacent to the Me Teun the writer o1fered rewards 
for wild dogR (genus Cuon, not Canis) but none •vere forthcoming 
and, on enquiry, was ask ed " if we kill t he wild dogs v,rho will drive 
the deer down to t he river and kill them for us close to our camps ?" 

Against a pack of th ese hunting dogs a stag's antlers are URe
less, but that a tiger baR some r espect for the Sambhar's horns iR 
borne out by the foll owing. An old ser vant sent out to get jungle 
fowl r eturned breathless and asked would I go and shoot a tiger 
and a sambhar , the sambhn,r with his back to a bamboo clump, homs 
down at the ready, and the tiger walking to and fro in front of the 
sambhar, about an hour from here. 

Ineidentn,lly that describes t he frightful temptations the 
jungle man is exposed to and, had a humane manager been prt> sent, 
he would doubtless have said: " Let's go, and give the 200 men build
ing your Dam a holiday;" but without that moral sup~ort I had to 
refuse temporarily . In th e evening I was f ree, found the tracks 
of both animals, and t he Sambbar bad escaped. 

Yet the tiger will attack an elephant, and in the Petchaburi 
hinterlrtnd we found the bodies of a tiger and an elephant lying to
gether in a t ributary stream which beca me known offi cially as " Hue 
Sua Knd Cbang." 

MEASUREMENTS OF H ORNS I N I NCHES. 

I 
JJengtbs Circumferences 

0WN.Im - ·-- Brow 
tine Below Mid Above 

Span . 
L . R. brow beam bez tine t ine - -- --- - --

Ph ya Winit 32 33 .2 17.2 10 .1 7.5 6.2 29 

Mr. Gnehl er 33 35.2 21. 5 9.2 7.5 - 26 

Mr. Adey Moore 34 .6 33 .6 10.7 9. 0 7.2 5.5 

Mr. Peiniger 37.5 37 - 9. 0 7. - 31 

K.G.G. 



JOU RN . S IA M SOC .. NAT. HIST . SUPPL., VOL. XI. P L ATE 14. 

ll un.d of a Fln. lllbha r Stag found hy Phya Wiuit Wanau<lurn 
between Chicngmai and Raheng. 





JO URN . ::: l A M SOC .. NA T . HIST. SU PP L .. VO L . X I. PLATE 15 . 

Side view of the Sambhar Stag's head found 
by Phya ·wini t \VaJJ<LHclom. 





JOURN . SIAM SOC ., NAT. HIST. SU P PL .. V O L . XI , PLATE 16 . 

H orn s of a, Sa111 bha r Stag, helo11 giug to 
1\h. U. L. Guebl er. 
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