
REVIEW 

Annual Report of the Smithsonian Institution for l 950 
U . S. Govt. Printing office, 195 l pp. 522. 84 plates. 

'rhe Smithsoni an In st.itnt-ion was establish ed mor0 th<m a 

centul'y ago by J am es Smithson, a B1·i tish ·:->1', " to found at Washington 

::tn inst.:it.ntion for t he increa!"e awl di ff nsion of k now ledge ::1 rnong 

men" . As this l'epot·t emph :1.siz0s, th ose 'vo1·ds have had a f a l'­

r eaching effect upon American scien ce, for they h ave enabl ed the 

Instit.uti on to oper ate wit.hont excessive rest riction s an d with free­

dom of init iative and outlook. In t h e beginning t he Insti tn t.ion 

carri ed on its research lJI'Ograms l argely by su bsidizing tb e wod;: o:l' 

sci entis ts not. on its own st aff a n cl by pnldi slting the r esults of t.h eir 

wo1·k. 'l'he value nf t he Yar ions activiti es g1·:1dnall y hef'am e know n 

to the Nat ion , and eventually one by one th ey were r ecognized as 

pnblic n ecess ities by the Congress. Most of th em a1·e n ow support ed 

lm·gcly by Federal Govem ment funds, altho r em aining under 

Sruit.hsoni an direct ion. The fo 11owing ar c the main r esponsibili ties 

and activities of the Institution: U. S. Nat ion al Museum, with its 

•lepa1·t.mrn t.s of Anth1·opology, Zoology, Botany, Geology, Enginec1·ing 

nncl IndnstJ·ies, a n d Histor y ; th e Nation al Gallery of Art; the 

National Collect ion of Fine Ar ts ; t h e F 1·eer Gallery of Art.; the 

Bureau of Am erican Ethnology; the Internation al Exchange Service ; 

the Nation al Zoological P al'lr ; tbe Astrophysical Observatory ; t he 

Nat ional Air Mn semn; and the Can al Zone Biological Area. The 

r eports of th ese activit ies cont ain much m inu t.ae, of little inter est 

to the a.ve n1ge reader. However, t h e work of the International 

Exch ange Service is worthy of being called to t h e attention of om 

r eaders. Thi s service ni.ak es it posr-; ihl e for many scientist.s aml 

scient.ific in stitutions to exch ange techn ical pnbli c::rtions without th e 

necessity oJ' payin g fOJ'eign postage. 
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About two-thirds o:l' the entire volume is occupied by the 

General Appent'lix, the purpose ot which is "to hll'nish brief 

accounts of scientifi c discovery in particular direct ions; reports of 

investigations macle by staff members and collaborators of the 

Institution; and memoirs of a general character or on special topics 

that. are of interest or value to the numet·ous correspondents of the 

Institution". These memoirs illu st1·ate at least. some of the more 

remarkable and important developments in physical an d biological 

discovery, as well. as showing the general character of the studies 

resulting from the activities of the stuff of the Institution itself. 

Of the 19 papers included in the Appendix. of the Report J'or 1950, 
only 3 01· 4. are by staff members of the Institution. Ot.her papers 

are by outstanding authors in Sweden, Ireland, Great Britain, and 

Australia. The m ajority of the authors are on the staffs of Amer i­

can scientific and educational inRti tution .·; a few are affiliated with 

commercial firm s. Astronomy and physics, aviation, ch emistl'y, 

biology, seismology, geology and building construction, conservation 

of natural r esnnr·ces, anthropology, and entomology are the broad 

ftelds uncl er whi ch t.he papers in th is present volum e migh t be 

classified . Bnt. thi s li st cannot. give the slightest idea of t.he interes­

tingtopicswhich a J·e· li scnssed, Jtor of the beautifully c:lear language 

in which some of the essays ar e couched. To at tempt to present a 

review of snch an impo1·tant yet heterogeneous assortment, is not. 

possible within rea:onabl e l imits. This revie wer can onl~' urge the 

r eader who is interested in mol'e than passing h is time, to sample 

for h im seH at lea::;t t.he first three 'Jr four of the papers. 

6 Sept 52 RLP 


	NHBSS Vol. 15 Part 1 1952 119
	NHBSS Vol. 15 Part 1 1952 120



