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POISONOUS SNAKES IN SIAM 

By 

nr . ( !wloem Puronon anclo 

Director of Queen Saovabha Memorial Institute 

(/ 'os lr•m · f n. tilntc) 

S iam, he iug a t.ropir·al co unlr y, occupies th e maj or par t of 

Ma l ay Penins ula, exte ~td s l'rnm G-20 degrees nor· th ol' e<l nat;or. rl'h e 

s urface covers an a ren of 200.000 S<t. m iles and can b e divir1 etl 

p h ys i ugrnphkall~' into ' ' r eg ion s ( fi g. 1 ). The north anc1 nol't.h 

wes t \!igblanr1 s an~ hill s sta rtin g from fi00-5,000 fee t e lcvat. ion with 

ple n ty of teak l'ores ls :tnd wolrram m in es. Certain part s of thi s 

region whic h have i rrigation a n pro<luce two c rops of ri ce a year. 

Bel ow t.bi s r eg ion is the Ohao Phya JJlain a n r1 1 o~- lanc1 oi' ri cE> 

fielrls exte ndin g l'r~>m la li tnd e ll.>
0

-L)o the lo\Ye r part oJ' wlrich is a 

d elta nE Chan Phya rive r OJWnin g iutn t he guH oJ' S iam. Th e 

ele ,·ation i s al sea le ve l and lh o p rofession of tlte popnlation o.E this 

par t i s mainly ri ce growin g. 'l'he nor th-er~st plaloan of the tbird 

r·eg ion ocrn pi es a quart e r <•f th e whole :trea. In s pite of a nnrnlw r 

of ri Ye r s t hi s area is ve ry Llr~· exce pt dnring th e r ain y s<· a son. 

P eo pl e ra n prnclnl'e o n]~· o n o c r op of ri ce a yea r a nd Llri s is n s nall y 

nnre li :llll r . Th e fourth reg ion iR thE' p e ninsulr~ extending f ro m 1 ~ 

d og rre l" (j cl c•g rcc so nthw:utl . Ran ges of mountains ex t en d t h e 

wh ole leng lll of t. lw pe nin s ul a irr the middl e as well as un th e 

fronti e rs of Burma and t ir e F ecle ra tion llf Malaya. Th e soil is 

~ andy yet; ri er can he g r·own th ro ug h t.he 11e nius nh hnL th e m:1in 

ec·onoJnic in te res ts a rc fish in g, t.in rninin g mHl n rhl> c r plant:-tti on. 

Siam. bei n g in t he tropical zone wi tlr its snrface of 

!nw lan d an rl man y jnngles. h as as it s fanna more t.llan t hirty 

kind !'l of snake. b"l h d t:J:l rlly and n on -d oa rlly poi son ou s ones. Th e 

majority of the m pre fe r to live in swampy rrr·,,a w hil e othe rs pre fe r 

Lh e thi ck jungl es and a few or the m in t h e sa ndy so il s nch as on Lh e 

~eashorc.• antl in tin min eR . Apar t J r·"m those therE' are fiv e kintl s 

o l' sn \1. wate r ,.makes (sensnakes ) , l.wo •d' th e m a re cl e arlly pnisonon s. 
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'1' h e a im of thi s arti c l e i s to bri ng a lmo w l e,Jge n:[ ·the 

dist rih n l ion of s nakes itl v arious parlR of t h e conn.ti'y espec ially 

t l1 e rle;t,dly poisnnnns ones. A s the ma:iority nf t h e popn laLion 

a re e ng aged in ri ce g t·owing, t imbe r fa llin g. wining and fishin g, t·ltey 

s bonld know what kinds of clc:1dh poiso nous s n akes a re fo ,tn<l in 

t h e ir a rea, how to avioJ a n r1 h uw to cop e· with I h e :wcid Pt1t nnce it 

happen s. 

Awong th e fonr r egion s ,]escribecl abo\'e 01 ll y t h e thir<1 

reginn, which is p lateau, is the less in[estc J ll eC'an so it is t h e n at ure 

u[ t.h e s n ak e to ·li ve in swamp y nrea "· h ere t h ere is wate r m ost 

ol' t h e year. The oth <' r thrPe p~g i ons are infes t erl wit,h deadl y 

poisonou s snak es. Amongst. lh em you can finrl t h king cob r a 

(Naja h nn garns, fi g . ? ), r:oh ra (Naja trivn<'li a11s, fi g. :3) . h:mcl <'<1 

krait ( Bnngarns fa sei at n s, fig . -1· ), a nd russe ll 's Yiper ( V i pL'I'a 

l'ltssellii , [ig . !1). and in t h e :;ea t he r e a r e tw,l kinds " f clearll y 

P" ison on s snake. 

It is impossib l e, f o r the :tnllt or to S \HI'e ~· e ach are::t for th e 

d i f:'!' e r en t ld n,'!s of snakes in each r eg·ion. 1t is, t lt ero rore, contente d 

w i th twu oth e r mertns of survey. One is to s nn-ey th C' nnmber of 

r.aseH of s n ak ehite in each p rovin ce and what ki tH1 s ut s nak es a re 

r espon s ible. The o the1' way is t.o in r1nce inb abi lauts of racb r eginn 

to s nppl y snak es to the lll s ti lu te at var ious pl'icc•s which clepend on 

l!J e tnx i ci ty nf t h e ir ve n om, th t· nundJe r nf i t s p•>pnlali•n' auc1 thP 

di f:ficuHies in h andli n g t.l H31Il . Th l' Heasulllll \ nrialiou of Lli l' 

g row th of t he· :make lead s ns t o S[.llliy its liCe c~- el c. Knowk·clge or 

its lt ahit and mann e r of rep !'nc ln c ti on e nahle m; I n ol> lai11 n r easnnahl r 

comp le te kn ow le d ge of it s life hi s tory, geog ra ph ica l r1ist r:i bution and 

dn n ge n ; infli cter! 0 11 the popu lat io n hy the s nake s o[ snch r eg iou . Thi s 

e n ahl es us to get a rongb icl c•a uf' hn w mnc:h se ra ;n·e JJ ee rJ ed for the 

t reatm ent of' su akel dte cases in the co un try. The sera of each 

spec iH c ar e sen t to va rion s dispensa ri es a ll ove r l h e C11nntry :1 cor

ui ng to t h e r1ist ri bntiou o f' t h e snah L·H and with a s cb em e of bnyin g 

"ve r y snake at s igh t w e assu re I h e peo p le that t bis Jlrolil e m of· snak e 

bi te is prop e rl y dealt w itl1 anrl that 11.,, c~n I1 0]lP t c. <"r arl ica te it 

111 n o t too distant a f ntun·. 
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MAP Of THAILAND SHOWING DISTRI BlJTION Of SNAKES 
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Trans Planting 

Fig. 8 

Float inn Rice , Central Plain 
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Acc(Jrdiug tu the above s urvey we a re able to d emonstntt.e 

t h at tll e second region is h uav i ly infeste d with cobr a (Na:ja tr i p 11di a ns), 

t• ns se ll 's v iper (Vip era t·us ·ellii) a nrl band e d krait (Bungarus fasciatns) 
' 

and all of them are r\ Pad 1~· poisonons. 

'l'he eob 1·a \\']J\c: h is t h e ruo8t preval ent in this area i,.; 

das8i fi t.:ll by CaltuC'lte :t.s Naja t ripudia ns (lig. 1;) and is UJ OStly 

founrl in th e follow ing p rovi nces: SanJUtp ralnm, Lopbnri , Sa r a

hnl'i aJHI tbll ot h ers as Sl·eu in th e map (fig. 7). It in'habit.s t h e ri ce 

tlelJs M1cl changes i ts domi ci le acco r cl'ing to l h e seasons. It can 

swim, dive , climb trees an d sJid c llt1 lbo land . In the dry ~:>eason 

it goes into the h oles w hich we re dug by rats and mice and 

::lt ay s there t aking rats a nd m ice as i ts foor1 b e cu n se tlte ro d ents w ill 

co m e back to the ir holefl nft e r go ing ou t to find th e ir food . The 

cub L·a just li es there and eat<> th em one afte r the oth e r through th e 

clry season wliich is tbns cons idere d m; hibe rn a ti o n. In the t rne 

se n oe t h e cobra haf' :1 permanent supply of f ood 11n ti l the l ast 

nw n e r of t.bat lt<Jle is eaten a n d if il is luck y i t can fintl a not b er 

h ole tn li ve in wh icb w ill last t l1e whole d r y sea8on , whi ch in 

t ime last.s until tile Olt rl of May iu t.b i s count r y. The rainy season 

w ill star t t.lt e e nd of' 1'vl ay or earl y Jnu c. Wh e n tlt e soil is soJl 

with wat er ce rl:<in kind s qJ' insee ls w ill be foqnLl a ll over lhc .6e lc! 

w hich S(' rve J as fuotl for t ho ::;naket~ aurl othe r re ptiles . This will 

last nntil the r ain is Lteavy e non g h and water l'i ses in t.h o rice tj elds. 

There will he a nu1nber uf f rr,gs oJ' various d esc ri ptions w hi ch 

the snake will nse as its food. During this period the snal'<~ 

will come out. t>f the bolt•, swim , div e emu slide or eveu clim h 

L L'ees r!epeml it1 g on its su L'l'OU nd in g. This season ex t end s f rom 

Au gnst to )/ovew lJL' I wh ich is t.he rice g r owing pe ri od. Fa r me r s 

ltn.ve lu work ill lLe w;ller in planting r ice (fig. 8) a n d th e h arves 

ting of hundn~d-cla~' r ice nuder water (fig . 9). Th ey lhus expose 

l iJe JJl::;elvce to attack;; f ron1 s n ak es tho u gh tbe h.ahit of t h o snake is 

uot Ln alLack at. s igbt hnL 1ll.Jly wh en they are frightened o r h tll'l . 

'l.'he harves t seasulJ ~l :tl'lH in D eeHmho r anll ends in Jan na ry wh e n 

Lhe water leve l is gel( ing lower and l owe r unlil the fi e ld s are corn ple le

ly d t'Y. L ncki ly fur t.!t e s uake a Hnml >e r of tie ld r ats aJ.Hl mi ce abon lld . 

Dming chis seaso 11 [rom tile l'Ud of January th e cob ra start s lay ing 
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eggs, a uout .l() at. a time. lL is au oblong egg witlt suft but. lougb 

sh e ll about the si11e uf a big olive . [t Lake::; 4. \ve ehs to hatch and tho 

young col..ll'a Lo come Otll (tig. 10). 'l'lte yonng :;nak s urvives on 

flies and insects hut they mosLly die und er capli vily. 

When a cobra is going Lo atLack il rears lll1 its head aml 

,;preads its ho< d which eq ui valent to a guard and makes a n oise 

like blowing wind throngh your nose at shol'L inte rval s. Then it 

will strike at an upporlune woment. 'l'h' period hctwccu reariug 

up and striking can be executed in a very short time. 

The banded krnit is c lassified by Q,dmet".tc as Bunga ru s 

fasciaLus ( fig,4) aud is the habitant of the sa m e r egiun as lb e 

cobra. It is a s lug gish s nak IJeing blind dnring lh•~ clay anrl gues 

out for food during the nighl. IL has its li[e ltislory somewhat 

li!Ie Lhe above menliono<l coh ra hut when it attack:; it stri kes al 

once without rea rin g up or spreading its hoOll. 'L'he number of Ibi s 

kincl of snake i::; getting less and less. 

The Ru~se II 's viper i:; clas:;i lied b ~· Cal tn elk a:; Vi pt;ra 

ruscllii ( ii g.5 ). 1t is lhe IICXL highest, a~ far as HlltDbers are 

concerued , to t.ho cobra. lL Jives in the c<·ntnd region in various 

p t•ovi necs as shown in the m ap. ILs J ife his tot·~· is cliJiercn L 

b·olll the cobra in view of t.he f~tcL that it is a vipet·. When it gives 

birth to its young it lays eggs which are hatched imruocliately. 

Their food. is similar to that of the othe rs. The Hnssell's viper prefers 

a dry :;urronnding. It ean swim hut it seldom di vPs; it prefers tu 

be on land or on t rees. When it is going to attack il coilo its body 

and retracts its h ead, t.h en shoots ont swiftly wilh extreme agility. 

lt wakes hissing so nucl when it is annoyed or twg ry. Tlt e du ration 

11f: it.s :;otmd is longct· than that of the eu br;t . 

The king cobra is classifi ed !Jy Ca.lw eLLe as Naja lmngaru:; 

(fig. 2 ). It can be found also in the ce n tral region, in the orchards 

of Thonbm·i and 'u!llutprakan but is very ntn· . Jt, i;; more prevn.-

1ent in t!J e jungle uf Malay Peuin sn lu e:; pccially in Nakbon !::li 

'l'hamul!'at and other provinces as shown in map. It is believed 

that tbc king cob l'a is nuc of the s nakes that will attack pc·ople at 

sight but th is is not co nfirmed exce pt in uases of pruv ocatio11. It is 
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a bi!-( aHu lon g ::;11aku ami ean at.taiu Ll w le11glh of fJ yard s. H 

iJrefer ::; Lo stay in the sw<uup and it can swim, sli1Je 0 11 the g r o u11d 

and cllu1b trees. H moves with s p eL: d boLb on laud and in wate r 

a nd lik ' the cob ra i l lays egg:; . Il lives ou pre~· like the other 

;;m akes but it. eats a \so ot lwr kinds of i:lnakes. As it is Lit e largest 

of these i:l tiak s it possesses a pair of. !Jig ve nutoons glan cts. Once it 

bites anybody a large quanLi ty of 1·enom is injected . The paLicnt 

has a ::;mall chance to s urviv e . When it is abont to aLtack it. rear r:; 

up and spreads its hood like Llw cob ra. 

The A n c istror1o u rh od ost11ma as cla::;sifierl by Oa lmetLe 

( fig. L1) is a pi L ,·iper w bic.h i s [onnd in the fourth r egion and east 

coast of Lite g u\I oi S iam iu va rions provinues <tS s h own iu map 

fj g . 7. lL is swa \1 in s il'.e bu t <1 ve ry ve n<Jmons vipet·. Its lif e 

histo ry i · \ike the russell's vipe r , but wh e n i t lays eggs, which are 

a bon f, :20 - 4 0 al a t ime, t.he eggs st ick toge ther in a form of a clu IDJJ 

like a buuch n( grape::; a n rl tak e ± w eeks lo l1 a Lch like the cob r a. 

'l.'he egg- l a~· in g seaso n Ya ri ct:~ ;1ceo rrliug to the area: norlh of th e 

province oi P rac hu ap il lays eggs a round the m outh of May and 

llalches ,i u. ·t Lh e heginn iug of th e rainy se ason bul iu t he provinees 

sontlt of Prau lntap it. lays eggs i 11 Angns t .. This is due t.o the fact 

that Llte rainy seasm 1 ·tart s lal e t· i 11 th e ::;onth e m provinces. The 

Ancist roll o n rlwdnsllllna attac k::; peopl e in t.h e s am e style as russell's 

viper. 

'J'b e a bove m e ntioned 5 s pe cies uf snakes a rc the d eadly 

pui soJJ< •us ones fllnn<l in tbi t:! conntry. 'l'he re are t,wo of fiv e l<ind s 

of seasn ak l'S that an~ dcar1Jy poisonou s b nt th ey w e !'(: de scribe d 

iu detail hy Dr. Smith of l h e Fis h e r y D e partment of the Siamese 

Gove rn m c ut in I t is work on t il c i:lllbj eut . 'l'he n ex L less impo r tant 

g r o ups uf s nakes arc th e non - de: tdly poi sonous on es. Tlt ey a re lb e 

s n akes whoso h iLL' leaves nHtt ' l<ed local symptom s, pain aud s w olliu g 

lmt will n ~ · t ca ttHL' rlcalh to Lite viu tim except in cases th e l>ite i1; 

into l it e bl oo d vessels . '1'b e mt~s l pre val e nt one is th e g ree n s nake 

with I'erl t.ai l. Lacl1~·eis G ra min e tt ti as clas1;iGed by Oalmet.te (ijg. 12) 

is found in nnd a t'UlltH I lhe cu utpoutHl 11f Lhe hunse. Its hil e is tbe 

wost pain[ul with ,;we lling aurl loua l haemorhage u11d e r the s kin. 

It belongs to t h e vipe r fami ly. The nther g reen snake, which i s 
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found on bnsh es in Lhe garden, he longs tP the co In· a fa mi I 

( Dryovhis P rasinus, fig. 15 ). It freqnent ly b iles t be gat·d enen; an d 

c hil d ren goi ng o ut p ickin g flowe rs. The symptoms a re less severe 

t l1an th e precediug one. Apart f rom th ese the re a re mo re t.b an 30 
k inr1s oJ' non- deadly and non- poiso n ous snakes i n th e conn t 1·y. 

It is ve1·y important. J'o r the publ ic as well as tbe med ical 

professio n to know about t h e symptoms of s n akebite cases, the fi r st 

aid aOU th e treatment tO be given_ If 3 patient i S hit.(8 Ji by deadl y 

poiso n ous sn ak e t h e l oca l s ymptoms are not outstand in g. The re is 

on ly sli gh t pain , s l igh t swe llin g and n umbness or s ubcu taneo us 

bleeding but the gene ral symptoms a rc mo re mm·kecl <le pe nd ing on 

\V h elher i t is a ne r ve or blood po ison. 'l' bis is d istinctly d i ffe rent 

f rom the bite of non- deadly po isonous sn akes w hose symptoms 

a re more marked locally, a n d more pain is expe ricm:ed. T h e 

s we lli n g is outstan ding buL Lhe re will be no general sywpttnns. 

The cob ra is th e most p r eva le11t snake in Lbe euun t ry 

csp cially in the cent ral region. l ts venom acts on t.he u ervou s 

,;ystem. T he local symptoms consist of sli ght swE!lling. a little pain 

and n umbness at t,h e site of the bite. Th e gen eral symptoms a r e 

difficul t y (>f b reathi ng, (l rooping of eyel ids, a nd feel ing of a swoll en 

tongue. T he m onth ns uall y cont racts , hiccoughing anrl vomiLting, 

invo lu n ta ry emiss ion of urin e and. faeces oe;cn1· in lh e late r s tage 

and the pat ient d ies of respi r ato ry fa ilu re. Du r ing this time th e 

heart sl ill goes on lleatiug u p to 2 h onrs afte r the cessation of 

t'CSJ1iration. In cases of Hnssel l' s vipe r hito the loca l symptoms w ill 

be slig h t pa in , num bness and s ubcntaneons haemor dutge a round ( \ to 

ent r ance of t h e fa n gs. The ge n enll sJ~mptoUJ s w ill be on t h e 

ci r cu la tor y syst em w hich compose of bleeding un•let· t h e IIll Jcou s 

m embran es: e p istaxis. hleed ing Lhrongh th e gnm , i n t he uri ne and 

fct'ces. A few hou rs l ate r the pat ient fa lls iuLo a s tu por , in se n 

sib il i ty an d sorunole 11Ce set in and laler l ue patien t di es r,f circnla

tnry fa il ure. H Lh e pati ent <:omes in with buth l!lood an<l n e r vons 

sym p to w s i t can be a case (lf scoasnake bite if t. he accident happe JJ S 

in lb o m onLh of the r i VlH or can a l wh ere ilmck ish wate r comes u p 

f rom Lhe sea . It is seldom that a seasn ake will h i l.e <my bl'd y in th e 

sea. If Lho aocident happens un laud, it. is a case of band ecl - 1uaiL 
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b ite . In tlt e aSE of king eobn1 hile th e pa t ie n L seldllm su t·v ives 

due to th e large amnnnt of venom be ing inocnl aLe Ll. If a patien t 

is uitt,en by Ancistrorl on rhn rlost oma Lhere will h e marked Sllhcn

taneons hae morhage at Lhe site of t h e bite which later on t nms to 

g angrene with blood sy mptoms. IE th e pat ient snrvive nsuall y 

there ·is gangrene of the par t. which needs ~tmpntat i on. If d1"' 

se rum is g iv en in t im e th e J1Hlient always snt·vh ·es :-mel ga ng t·en<· 

wi ll no t happen. 

By the above diffe r e11Li atio n or symptotui! on f.' ca n be nl:) l e 

to co n clud e wh ethe l' the v ic tim is hit,teu by a non -deadly o t· u 

d eadly poisonou s snak e. IC i is a non-rleaclly poisonous on e onl~

symptomatic treatment. i s r eq uit·ed which is the rdi eving of ]Jaiu J,y 

blocking fibres of nerves l1y no,·ocane and a pplication of hot or cold 

to im prove circnl at ion which w ill r ed uce th e t-lwe lli ng. If it is n 

ca ge of dea dly puisonnus Hnake n s pec ilic anLivo!lem• sernm mnst be 

used in a qnaniiLy enongh to <.: tur. the symploms withont recnnen ce. 

In c;tses of muclt bl eeding , salin e and blood tntnsfnsiou a r e 

in cl icated. In th e former days when t l1 e f:'ym pt oms of each kind of 

snakebite we r e no t obse rved ca ref11ll y tiley ttsu<l p olyval ent se nm:1 

hnt now we nt-gt ' Lhe nsin g of s pe<·iJ·ic se rum in o rclcr to get he tt.e l' 

r es ult s and re du ce t he n se of an nnnecessat·y qnanLity of sernm 

w hi ch in man~· case gives ri se to cases nf se rum si c kness. 

A to nmiqn et should he a pt lied immediately n ea r est ln the 

wound a nd betwee n lh e wou11<l and the bPart. This should be t·eleased 

·vAry two honrs af te r appJ~·ing an oth e t· to.umiqu e~; ai.Jont an inch 

[llr t lt ct' hom the wo und nnlil h e g(-'ls lhe ::;e rnm. 

Acco rding tn tht> stat istics l> htain ecl from t,h e Qu een SaovaiJ]t a 

Me m11riul Institute whe r e s nakebite cases we re tr al et1 ft-oru 1923-

1Y5:3 'l':lble I, the uuwll t' inc rease d each yea r 11n Lil i t is about one 

thousand cases a ~' a r hut. the sea::;nnal prev al e nr·e is be tween the 

month of ~eptember to Dc•<·eru llCr. The stat is ti cs in t h e provinces 

oht·1ine cl ft·om t il e Ministt·y of Pnhli c· H alt.h during the las t ;~ 

years are given in Table II J\, B, 0. D. 

'l'h e Snake F a rm ha ::; a iJu1lget to b u y living snakes for the 

]Jllrpose o f collect ing ve nom whi cu is nseLl 1' r the 11'0rluction of 

antivenene sP rum . Atte nti •ltl is d rawn tP t il e nllmhcr nf s nakes 
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bought each year. 'l'b c cobrrt is th e ll.lnst pn·,,nl< ·n l snake. hnt cluring 

l ll e last 4 ~"ems th e re h as been a d e finit e d erre ase in til e ntllnl 1e r 

nhtrtined a · see n in the fo1lowing 11gure!': 

A.n . 1%2 - . - - - -- 1,81 7 

1953 - - - - - - - 1,600 

1954 - - - - - - - I ,-Z!S2 
] 9;) :) - - - - - -- 130 

Most of th em w e r e hron g h t .f'r om S amn tp ralmn , Lophnri. 

S:ll'nlm ri, Aynthaya, An g tb o n g, Thonh11ri and Nonth:tlntri b y nrrler 

of' C]n antity. 

'l'h e supply of r•tlt e r kind s u[ t:makc• i ~ ~l ill irrPg ttl :tr tllld n n 

com:lus ion could h e drawn h·o m the s lali s li cs . 

'l'h e s lat isL ics of s nakebite cases in regi on ~2 andl h e ( 'l' abl e 

II 13) number of snakes bought from Yaril>li S prnvin(' eS s b O\\' tha t they 

are mostly from region 2. H egion LJ. suppli Nl Anristmrl<n rh ocl c•s tnma 

:md king cobra. Thi s knowlt' rl gc g11ides ns to s uppl y m or e se rnm 

to reginn 2 for th e tr e atm e n t o r cobra, Rn sse ll's viper an Ll band ed 

krait and fiH' the n e :1t.m un t. of: king cobra. A neis l t'Dtinn rhorl os tom:t 

bite in 1·egi on LJ.. As for r eginos 1 a11d :i a reasonabl e a m n1tnL of 

antiven en e sernm is a lso di st rihnte cl. 

Instruction or t.h e pnhlic in th e liahit ;; of' s nake' hcrnm es 

very impol'lant. '\\' t' kno11· t hat th e ~ 11alw does not at!.ack at s igbt. 

'l'l1 cy wi ll at.t-.ack on ly on provocation: fri g l1 tc ned, hnrl , etc. Tlt e 

oLhe1· occasion that the ~ n rtke will attack is to oY er tw wc r hi s prey. 

The snak e will go ont to fi11Ll it s rood in th e ni ght Klnl'lin g from 

dusk to dawn. '!'h P :1('Cid e nt n s nall~· h;1p[len s in th e uvcning w hcll 

Lh r. fanners r e t·Ll i'I1 fr o n1 their wo rk and less nft cn cal'l y in t.ltc 

morning wh e n the farm e rs go ont lo wn rk . T n <l\'t li<l s neli an 

acc icl.e nt th e l':trrn e rs should he in s true le tl tn m~d;:e uw r·· n<•i se whil e 

walking so that. i t IYill s c~ a r e th e s n~'k es :rway in s tead o f s t epping 

un the m an fl g e t hitt e n . The ot h e 1· me an s to re du ce ncc id en t is to 

r educe the nnmhe r 01 · ~n ake;; at. l:ti'g"' whi<.:\1 can he d on e by 

en couraging the fat'llhlt' S to go on t hnntin g fo r s n:tkes :tn rl hl'ing 

them t o u s alive o t· cl eacl . Th P au t ll'll' i l ies w ill in lttrn . pay tlw 

Lumer · a cn(lrding t() t h e nn111h e r t hey bring i11 . B v dt.in·~ t hi ::; w<~ 









' ' 











POISONOUS SNAKES IN SlAM 9 

not only r educe the numbe r of snakes at large but also reduce 

the reproducbion poLentiality. The next st~p to be carried ont i13 

to hunt the eggs during the egg-laying season and destroy them 

before t h ey fire hatched. Tt is also to be r emembered that the 

snake is the agent r esponsible for th e incr·ease and decrease of !'Oclent 

population in the rice Eielcls daring the harvest season. Therefore 

if we have Jone it to an exLreme the ll\11Uher of rats and mice 

will h :we a ten1lency lo incr·ease. 

The snak e pnpnlatic•n of Siam i s found to b • mos t preval ent 

in the l'egion 2 which is the cenlrtd pl.. in oi the count ry where 

people are engaged in rice planting. 'rhe next region is region 4. 

which is the continuation of the region 2 along lhe Malay Peninsula 

as t:ar as the l\[alayall frontie r·. The fanna is diiferenL: cobra , Russell' s 

viper nncl bande1l krait ar found in region ~ and king cobra and 

Ancistrodon rhodosloma are mon• prevalent in reginn 1. Heg ions l 
;mel n <11.'0 l ess infester[ n: specLively. As most of the ]lO}Jnlation are 

exposed I o snak e bite, it is im pnl'lnnt to fiud ways and means to red nee 

the number of S11akes at hHge, to prod nee enong h anti venen e sernm Lo 

he used fo t· the treatment onee the acciLleut happ n s a J1ll also Lo 

l)llucaLe the people to try to avoid th e a~cidenL as well as to know 

Jtow t.o give fi rst aid Cor l1imsel£ or the oth e r victims. Complete 

0 racl icat.inn n£ snake i." al:o aimerlat L!u·nngl! h1·eaking its live-c.vcl e ;1i 

Cull g rowth and Parly stage of ils life l.Jy destroying its eggs. 



Yea?' 
Ga.ses t1·eated at 

the l nstitHle 
Deaths 

1917 45 -

1918 44· -

1919 48 -
1920 74 -

1921 74 -
1922 SJ3 -
1923 176 -
] 924 283 -

J925 312 -
1926 431 l 
1927 491 l 

1928 608 4· 
1929 749 2 
1930 785 ] 

1931 81.2 2 
1932 878 -
1933 1,026 -
1934· 1,068 -
1935 1,167 -
1936 1,146 -

1937 1,315 l 

1938 1,29SJ -
193SJ 1,300 ] 

194·0 1,345 -
]941 JAl8 -

1942 1,258 2 
1943 894· () 

1944· 823 2 
1945 806 l 

1946 ] ,191 J 
1947 l ,243 -
1948 1,368 -
1949 2,046 -
1950 1,855 -
1951 2,087 5 
1952 799 -

195.3 481 -
1954 417 -

Table J 



Region I. 

1951 1952 1Si;j3 to tn,l N umber 

P rov i.nce ---- -

bitten I bitten I tlead bitten dead hit tell I de all dead I 

Ohiangl'ai 2 1 4 - 2 - 8 1 

Ohia11gmai 38 - -10 - 50 ;) 128 
.., 
i) 

X au 8 5 10 ; ) (i · ) 

"' 24 1:! 
Phitsannlok Ll 2 l.G 1 :20 - 49 3 
·l' bichit 4' Li 5~ 1-1 S:-1 H 189 34, 

L' hctchahnn ; ) l :2 11 1 ~ "2 24 G 
Ph r ae 11 ::. 21i ·I 23 2 GO s 
1\Iac Hongsoll - ! - - - - - - -
J,ampa ng ;3 .) ') eli\ 

,, 
4.G 1 124 (j J 

rJ<lDJ.phnn 2K - 51 3 .)5 - 134: 3 
Snkhoth·ti 1G 1 :24 4. 25 1. 65 G 

·tta.ntdit 17 1 :20 - 43 1 83 ·) 

Total :2:21 I 22 303 I i1G 3Gl I :26 8Sl; I , 3 

Table TI A 



Region 2. 

A.D. 1951 A.D. J 95:2 A.D. 195~1 total N lltllber 

Vrovince 
-;:itten I deac;-~tt en - fl ead bitten 

- f-

------1---1---1---1---l--1 
cleau bitten \ Cleacl 

SS I Kancb ann buri 

Kampbaengpbet 

Ohanthahnri 

Oh achoen gsao 

Chainat 

Oh nbnri 

'.L'ak 

Trat 

Nnnthabnr i 

N akhonayok 

.• 1n.kho usawaH 

~' akhon paihom 

PaLoomthani 

.P1·a.ch.n apkhi rj k h <111 

PJ·achinbnri 

J3<:mgkok 

Thonhnri 

Ay uthaya 

Phetchaburi 

Ratbul'i 

'Rayong 

Lopburi 

Sarabnri 

Samntprakan 

Samntsongkhram 
Samutsa1{hon 

Singburi 

Suphanburi 

Angthong 

Uthai 

'l'ota1 

14 1 
~6 I 

85 
97 I 
6 

4-2 

H 

111 
2 
18 

114 1 

I 
7:-'. I 

- I' 3 

91 1 
Hi 

7:2 I 
1:2 

82 
245 

39 

:36 
4, 

fj O 

11 
5(-i 

:23 
23 

G 

l 

9 

3 
4. 

6 

18 

12 

3 
1 

1 
3 
-1-

36 

- I 
117 I 

t).j. 

15 
(',7 

1l 

12 I 
;) 3 

2li 

lb9 
19 
G4 
l i) 

JH 

100 

5 

fiG 

6 

1)1 

40 

77 
4, 

75 

12 
511 
52 

17 

1 
·I 

1 
j_ 

] 

J 

10 
;) 

5 

3 

3 
6 

13 

1 
2 
2 

38 

H 

92 

98 
16 I 

1 :~ I 
14. 

72 : 
i\li 

JlR 
:3:1 I 
:'17 
·>·> I 
] 5 

9.:2 

n l 
9 I 

- I 
18 

2fi4 

4 li 

91 
17 

115 
21 
71 

fi5 
17 

1 

1 
'} 

·) 

4 

8 

9 

2 
8 
1 

7 

4 

40 I 
;294, 

279 

37 

lli1 
3S 
~, 2 

152 

80 

381 I 
so 

199 
i37 
3ti 

283 

28 
215 

27 

- I 
161 
731 

125 
204 

25 
250 
43 

181 I 
130 

57 

1H 

1 

5 
2 

1 
4 
3 

1 

1
,, 
iJ 

li 

13 
14 
32 

34 

5 
9 

3 
12 
10 

l-1-,-33_7_, __ 80-·1-1-,4-7-7 - l--7-3 -1·-1-, 6_9_2_11- _ 8_2_,_3_, ~-0-4_1_2_3_5 -
I 

Table II B 



Region 3. 

A.D. 1951 A.D. 1 95~ A.D. 19:);3 total ::\umber 
Prov in ce - - -- - - -- - --

l bitten dead hit ten dead bitten dra<l bitten dead 
I 
[ . 

Kara. in - - - - - - - -
E:hoHJ.::acn 127 - '11~ ;!_ 150. · ) :\9~ I -l 

Ohaiyaphu w 1-1 • ) - ]() - 27 -l - " 
Nc!.'khon l hamnn l;) I 

., 
:2U -l 17 ··I 5:2 11 ,) 

)T;tkholl Ratch asil n<t iH I ;.!() ;!li 7t'• I --- - -

rongkh;:t i •I 1 ') I (j - ,) - - - I 

Buri r am 20 - 19 - it$ - 7:2 -• ),[ah tlSHl':Lk hU Jlt \Jl ~J ti\) i) til g ;Ul ;.W 

Roi -ct -1 - 11 'b ·I - 1\J -~ 

J ,uri ;2-t ;!_ :2 -1 1:.! 1 !)8 
., 

- ;> 

Sak011 )[aklwn (;3 H (i1 JH f>5 1~ 17\-1 H 

t\isakct Li 0 Hi 7 Li 8 ~ ti ()•) 

-" 
Sll r iu ti 10 ') 1 1 ' ) :w I Lj. -
Odonthaui JO - x -- K - :2 ti -
lJhon Hatcl lat !J ani .. 12 li ,1 ~ (', -II b li)·l· lli 

I 

Tutal -171 ~~ 4 :!1 ;);3 4.<19 i)l'• J .a:.n I 135 
' I 

Table II C 



Region 4. 

' A.]). 1 ~ l;"i1 A.D. 195:2 A.D. J \Jj;~ total :::-:umber 

Province -

! 
- - --

bitten dead bitten dead bitten I tl e nLl bitten dead - - I I I 
I 

Krnbi - - % 2 H ~ 77 -1 

Cllu mphon 
I 

fl li ~·) 5 11 ;) .J 25:1 ~) -
I 

,_ 

Trang 1;) I. lfi ·) :::a l li 2 7 

~akhon Si 'l'halnJnarat K l t\ -- :!0 -
I 

:)li 1 
::\;tr athiYat, ] 9 :i 17 - 21 i\ 37 1', 

P<tttani 51 ~t 77 (:) 1'19 · ) 197 1·1 
:Ph ;mgn ga ~l - 1'7 • 1 l S ·- 5li -

Phatthaluug ] 5 3 l:! 1 u 1 :n j 

l'hnket 1\) 1 :~7 ·) :l :l l S9 -I 

YaJa 15 2 :W 2 :2 ~I ' ) 5 ~) li 
I 

Rallung l - 1 - ;; - 10 -

Satuu :!.1 •) 

I ~ 1 lli 1 55 •J ,) 

Songk h la ' ;)S 5 G5 -- :l ~ - 1S1 ; I 

S 11 ntt T h ani :!1 5 il..J 9 :2S -L S" ' .) 1S 

Total a2~~ 2S ~· ;J () 3:2 n1 :2 -1 1 ·)-) ·) 
,_,...~ ,..... 8 1 

Table I1 D 
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