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The importance of the Poultry Industry 

Ontside uC the poultry-minded and poult ry-ed11 aterl ci r cle , 

iL is nol gene r al !)? known that Lhe p m tlLry industry is one o[ the most 

important agricul tural inLinstrie.· of Llle worl d, yielding an in cnme 

wo r th ;220,000,000,000 Bt1ht (two lnmcl re l twe nt y hilliun Ba l1t) 

annnally and the indnslry is Htill wowing n1pit1ly. 

If 'I'hail an rl develops her poultry indnst t-y np Loth • al'<'rage 

'''o rl1l !eYe], her jnst share of incowe from this som·c wonlcl he 

2,000,0PO,OOO Baht (t.wo billion Bal1t.) a year with the possibility of 

gettin g rlonble t b at amount or 'b,OOO,OOO,OOO Bnht (four billion Baht) 

i[ she specia li zes i n it. i£ s h e ifl l':u· Higb!.ed 01\0ngh. :md r.nongh 

tlw11gbL is given Lo i t. 

Thailand is suitable for poultry 

Tbe fovorab]C' nahll'al environment 11ch n plentiful 

st tnsh ine . hi gh r :tin fall, even temperature. good soil fertility 

emnhinrrl wi!h ch c:1p lautl, low lal,or cost a nd all year round 

ava ihb ilily of cheap f e0d, malte Thailand one of the places most 

suitabl e for ponllry production and poultry indu s try. In this 

regards sh e is bet ter or at, least equal to any •,Oii 11Lry in th e world. 

Ro Thailand's potentiality in the ponltry industry is. ind eel, ve r y 

great. The sooner we Thai r ali~ e the natural advantages and tli e 

big potentiality in ]1onhry as stated above. the hetter. 

Problems facing the Industry 

To promote the pnnlti'Y industry in Thailand. \\'e ,,ill have to 

face several problem ,;, e .g. t.he laock of poul!ry knowledge, the 

Prl'va l cucP o[ pnultry cli st-ases. tbf' small consnmp!inn nf eggs, the l<tck 
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oC capi tal anrl the lack of market. 'l'be snlnLion to these problems lies 

in poultry educalion and extension. poultry r esea rch and vaccine 

pr·oduction, eclucatinn to inc rease consnmpLion of eggs , est.nh lishing 

agricultural credit anrl dissem inating propaganda, 0tc. The Lime 

a nd money used to solve th e a boq> pr·obl rn s will J,e co stly b ut if 

well-planneL1 an,] wcll-orgn.ni~ed, much of holh will he S~l\·erl. 

Thailand's Poultry History 

Ponltry hav e been raised in 'l'baH:tnd for mettt and eggs 

ancl a lso for fig}rtin g p11rposes since lime immemorial. However. 

ahout G0-70 yt>ars ago along the seaconst provinces whe re sea fonrls 

s uch as small sea fishes uud sea slwlls a r c availabl e' and abundant, 

cluek ra·ising becam e very pup1rlar· and the pracLice in crease rl 

graclua11y unti l it hcC'ame a well C'stahli sh ell inrlu s try ahonl !10 yea rs 

ago, producing wJw abont 300.000,000 dnck eggs annnally. 

The development of a modern poultry industry in Thailand 

Since t h e war the 'l'hai poultr.\ industry has sta ele tl on thC' 

path ot' progress and the most impor tan t s tep wfls t h e illtrorlnction, 

hy Kasetsart University, of the hest· laying st.rains nf the Single 

Comb Whi le Leghorn, the Singl e Comh Hhorle Ishmd, the Banerl 

Pl ymouth Hock and the New Hamjlshire rr·nm the Unit.l·<l StaLes of 

AtnPrica an•l the importa tion of the hef\t An st ralorp!:! from Auslt·a l in.. 

These birds and their nrs ~,:.s lay so Wl'll in Th ailand 

(highest rec(l rd 3~22 Pggs iu 365 clays) t hat within .t:nnr years we 

wer e able tr• eneouragC' the prople t.n bPcom interest ecl Hlrd to see 

the possibility of comme rcia l egg-product.ie>n , As a result, ahont 

100 p01rlt.r.'' farms ranging l'rom 250 to 3,000 birds capacity spr::mg 

np in the nnt.skirl of the city o l' Bangkok: nncl man)- mot·e are 

coming. 

Th e hatten- systent of egg produ et.ion was int.rod nced and 

a<laptecl in Thailand hy Kase tS l-l.l't University inl949 . The system was 

so successfnl thr~t a 1;),000 bird l enronst r :tt inn flock ,,·ns set np to show 

the people a safe and practical way 0£ prodncing table eggs for 

ma rket. Many commercial . ponltry farms are 110\V using this 

sys tem of egg prr>rl.nction an 1 are getting ver·y snli~f:lclory resnlts. 



Ent ranee co the Batt e: I)' House Compound 

Th e Collc[!C 1-/acchel)' 



Gradino Eons Before Marker in[/ 

Chicken'.< Colony J-/olclin[/ 10 ,000 L'!J'ing /-lens (in Batteries) 



Inside che Eggs Laying Conrest /-louse 

Inside che lnwbat.in,q Room 1-/o/din[t t 8 ,000-201000 eg[{S 



Batteries House Showin9 Roofino Materials ( Napa Palm ) 

A-Dq_v-Oid Chicks in Brooders 



1'HE POULTRY IN DUSTRY IN T HAILAND 17 

In conjnnc tion with th e batte r y system Kasetsar t U ni\·e r si t y 

is u sing th e ar t ificial inRemin ation m et.hod of ]nee ding fro m th e 

ca.ge c1 birds to get ha t •llin g <"ggs for the modern 6fi,OOO eg~ h atchery 

se t up for th e pnrp0se of [li' O(lucin g baby ehi ch: s fo r distrihn t.ion t o 

t h people at ch eap pr ices. Th e hens are insemin :-~ted eve ry fonr 

d ays and ave r age fe rt-i I i t ~7 of arnnnrl 90 per cent is achieved. A 

n ew m ethod of chick sexin g through the use of sexing m achine or 

sexoscope was a lso t ri ed an d fo un d p t·ncticable. A S]leed o£ fi OO 

c:hick s an h our. w ith an nccuracy of 100 pe r cent, has been re ach ed 

by om · yonng assis tan t Na.i P nL ho1n. who hns h ad ex pe ri en ce in 

sexin g ove r 100,000 bahy cl1ick,s. Afte r the sexe r gains ex peri en ce 

th er e is no injnly to the chi ck s. Vile have t r a in ed a Ee w sexe r s in 

this new m eth od w l10 are n ow earning mon f!y as P l'of:ession a l 

sexe rs. 

An important. role in th e cl vc lop men t of: pnnl t 1· y h as l1 cen 

r layerl hy t he Ponlt.1 y P romotion Assn~iat i on of Th ailand, an 

organisation set, up hy a few inte 1·ested people J5 yea rs ago. It now 

has 2.500 membe rs , ::tntl is nnd e r thP r atronage oJ' H is Majes ty th e 

K in g. Th e Associat ion pul >li sh es a monthly poullr r m aga7. in e, t h e 

.._ ::u ·n Kai (P oul t ry Masse ngrr) in 'l'h ai, whi ch h a' a circnl a ti on of 

:. ,50(1 co pi es m on t hl y. The Assocat.inn h a,: spo nso red an e!..';g l ay ing 

ront es ts for the las t 10 yea rs. 

Th e la test. con test. reconl ('l' he I Oth hgg Lay ing Oont est 

19:l2-fi3, 3G5 d ays) is as fo llows: 

Nnmher o£ bird s ente rr d 22:1 
Ave rage .annu al prnd n ction 

Average fo r S ing le Com b Whit e Legho m s 

Ave rage fo r Rh ode I shn ll Re ds 

Ave r age for Anst r alorps 

Ave rage fo r Oro. ses 

Ave rage fo r Ban ed Ply wnn t.h Rnc ks 

Hi ghes t hen reco rd 

Nnm he1· of :~00 -cgg hi l'fl s 

'l'ntal ro or lali Ly 

21G.2:i 
233.9 

193.ti 

1:39 
J.RO.S 
2011.4 
:3 1 tj. 

7 

14.2 
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Kase i.s ::~ r t Unive r siliy's pnnlt1·y r flL ion has inllnonced lhe 

pon lt ry rlevo lopm e nt in Th:1i land. ]<'orme rl y t h e r e w as no feed ing 

s tandard in the country, and it took us 1 :-i yran; bci'o !' r 011r formula 

hecame pnpular and generally use1l. 'l'IH' r at ion is partly 

r sp.ln s ihle [nr t.h hi ~ h prud11 dion al t ilf• 1·gg- fayi n g rnnt s t sh ow n 

aho V•' . IL i,; a,; f' n ll ows: 

KaRf't~nrt University Ration 

H il'e hr:1n 

Rmkrn ri t~L' 

( lnn lll d cnr 11 

Grnund peant!l u il n; tlr• • 

Grou!lll mung !wa n (g t'PE·n grn nt ) 

l•'i. · h nwn J 

Ground oyste r shell 

G round dri ed lvg••nJ P leaf (lt\111':1£'11<1 Cl:1n ra) 

'L'abl e sa i l 

Cod l i I' C 1· oil 

riO l<g. 

s 

. 
•t 

4 

10 

2 
'\I 
I 2 ,, 
1 

1 

Ot her ·raelm·s nf: importan cP in awak ening interest in t lt <> 

valn c of' p01 1il l'Y i n 'l' il nilnn<l a t· e the po nl lrS' rarli•> talks ancl t·he 

publi cat ion nf ponltry :nliel es iu nnr frt r ;n n1aga7.ine. the Kasigorn 

(Agri c ulturist.) . Aftpr Ht r e nnons and ontinu rrl effhrls for the 

last 30 yea rs I l1 ave been ab le lfl create inleree:t to the extent that 

poultry topics are discnSSf>d regularl y a :non g ce rtain cl::lsses of 

peop le. I 11 addition, s hoi'l ennrses d uring the . umrne r at ](a se tsa t·L 

Uni·ve rsity and s ltol'l rauio r.nu rses <ll'l' [o11nd to he of g reaL h elp 

i n extension w o rk. 

Lal:lt, hu L n c•l le ast , w:1,s l h e :ISHista nee of F. A.O. ·in 1951 

in sentling Lll'o expc t·t s, Dr. V.:!\1. Froncl a , of the philippines, a 

prorluction ex pe rl., to work at Kase tsa l'l, Univc J·s ity for on e year. 

and Dr . .Tnhn U. Cam 1 hell, a pa t holog ist, f'I'O in Scotland, to the 

Anim a l l'rom oLion [) ppa rm e11t al S<l for on · year. D r . . J.E. LancasL r. 

anothe r pathol og ist. f ro m Engl and, wa~ sent lJy F .A.O. to conti n ne 

D r . Oamplw ll 's work, whil e t h e p i aero of D t•, l•' t·nncl:l \Yas le f't 

nn fHl e d rl n e to th e inabi li ty tn ge t a s u il.a hl e n pl Hc eme n t. 



Sci/ina Eaas ar chc Eaa Ccmer 

Transport Eaas co Market 



Barcecr Brooders 

Co Ilene Best Lqycr in 19 54 Record of 3-1-1 Eons 



Sex in9 Day Old Chich 

Pilot Feed Mill Established Jub' t 4, 195'> 
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'l'bis pap ' l' wo uld not be complete if mention 11·e r(' n ot m ade 

of Hi s l\lajesty King Phunlipol a nd t h e Prelllier, l<'ie ld-i\farshal .P. 
· Pihul nngkram, bot h of whom are strong support ers of poultry 

deve lopment in Thailaud. 'l'!J e King rlistributetl eggs from t lu• 

Hoya.l tlock to tbe patie11ts iu the variou.· hospita.I. · ftlll l chicks to 

the Hoyal honse-b olcl uflicials to ·tart the ir ow n fl nc ks. 'l.'bc Premier 

has given his snppor t free!~ t.u the deveJopm JJL of the Poultry 

Promotion Schewe sim:e I he begin uin g. 

As a rcsnll l)f t. h abnve encuu ragcwe nt , 111an~: coJntJJercia l 

pou ltry Jarms ar e g rowing 11p iu and arol m <l Bangkok, t.li u ca t ila l 

or Th a iland . Egg pruclitCt iou inneaoed so rap id l y thal at pre::;enl 

the :; uppl y c;\11 lllor e than meet tho deruand. 

To snppurt the UJoderu poultr~· indu st l·~·. L11o Juilli:i. PJH: a 

li :; J, 111Cal. au.l anuther a feed mill 11·e re ::;uc~.;es:;fully stablis li ccl. 

Althougl1 'l'baila11rl i::; still au under-de\·elop d co uutry in 

UJall y ways, as far as her pollltt·.\· iwluslry i. · concern e d , it ean IJc 

said that she is ahcatl .,[ mo::;l o f t.b c Son! Ll-East Asia11 coHn tri es. 

F o r t hi s r easuu 'l'!ta.iland is ou.op t• rating a n d lt e lpi11 g h c1· n eighbours 

in their j)liUltry d ovelopm c 11 l proje ·Ls as ll)UCl.t as sh e can. 
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