A FURTHER CONTRIBUTION ON THE BIRDS
OF KHAO Y AI NATIONAL PARK
by

E.C. DICKINSON
SUMMARY
This paper is in three parts. Part 1 contains details of birds
added to the Park list. Part 2 includes corrections to previous
notes. Part 3 summarizes in a table our present knowledge of
the seasonal distribution of all the species now known from the
Park.

Species newly recorded from Khao Yai National Park:
Almost three years have gone by since the last publication of
new birds for the Park. During those three years visits by the writer
have been fewer but other ornithologists have visited the Park from
time to time: Messrs. BEN F. KING, R. NELSON and SOMTOB CHAIYAPHUN have put their data at my disposal. In December 1965 there
was an excursion to the Park by many of those attending the I.U.C.N.
Conference in Bangkok. This produced some interesting records.
Also during the same three years a little ringing has been done within
the Park; this has been done either by, or with the permission of, the
appropriate authorities. Not surprisingly it has brought to light
several species with skulking habits, including some interesting
migrants. It is to be hoped that more ringing will be done in the area
for yet more species certainly will be caught.
The following species have been found:
Crested Goshawk
Accipiter trivirgatus
One seen 5.12.65 by the author and several other people.
Grey-headed Fishing Eagle
Icthyophaga ichthyaetus
One seen flying north-westwards high overhead on 27.12.64.
(E.C.D., J.A.T., P.F.C. et al). This appears to also be the first record
for the eastern plateau of Thailand.
Wedge-tailed Pigeon
Treron sphenura
One seen by BEN F. KING in July 1966.

Surniculus lugubris
Drongo Cuckoo
A single bird was discovered high up under the crown of a tree
on 1.5.66 (E.C.D., M.W.W.).
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Mountain Scops Owl
Otus spilocephalus
Calls thought to be this species were often heard from the
bungalows but the species has been thought rare and the records were
left in abeyance. In August 1966 however one individual was netted
by Dr. R. NELSON and after ringing was released.

G/aucidium brodiei
Collared Owlet
The unmistakeable call of this owl was first heard in the Park,
as far as I know, on 1.5.66 when it was calling regularly. The call
was heard again but much less often on 25.2.67.
Spotted Owlet

Athene brama

This species has been recorded in the Park by Dr. R. NELSON
but no exact date is available.

Harpactes oreskios
Orange-breasted Trogon
One female was seen close to Pha Gluay Mai Waterfall on
5.12.65 (E.C.D. et al ).
Deep Blue Kingfisher

Alcedo meninting

A pair was seen at WangChampi on 1.5.66 (E.C.D., M.W.W.). In
June 1967 a bird was caught and ringed by Nai SOMTOB CHAIYAPHUN.
Blue Pitta
Pitta cyanea
One was netted at Khao Yai on 10.12.66 by Nai SOMTOB,
another was taken the following month.
House Martin
Delichon sp.
One was present over the lake on 25th and 26th December
1964, in company with substantial numbers of Red-rumped Swallows
(Hirundo daurica) (E.C.D., J.A.T.). Of the two species that occur in
Thailand the commoner is the Japanese House Martin, Delichon
dasypus, is the more likely; the two are exceedingly difficult, if not
impossible, to separate in the field.
Large Wood Shrike
Tephrodornis virgatus
This species is probably present in small numbers throughout
the year though it has only been found in five months. It was
omitted from previous lists largely because the author was not then
sure whether it was indeed this species or the similar Common Wood
Shrike which is substant ially smaller.
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Pericrocotus roseus

Only one record from Khao Yai. A single bird on 5th December
1965 (E.C.D.).
Sultan Tit

Melanochlora sultanea

One seen on 27th June 1965 (E.C.D. ). Also reportedly seen by
some of the IUCN visitors to Khao Yai at the beginning of December
1965.
Red-winged Shrike-Babbler

Pteruthius jlaviscapis

A female was collected in tbe Park by Nai SOMTOB CHAIYAThere is no other record and the species is perhaps
only a winter visitor, though it may be resident on the top of such a
hill as Kbao Khieow, which is still inadequately known.
PHUN on 26. 10.66.

Chestnut-fronted Shrike-Babbler

Pteruthius aenobarbus

A male was seen by the author on the upper slopes of Khao
Khieow on 11.6.66. It was in a mixed species flock, tbe main constituents of which were bulbuls ( Pycnonotus melanicterus and Hypsipetes

flava/a).
Siberian Blue Robin

Erithacus cyane

This is another species found through mist-netting. With the
exception of February it has been found from October through March
( R.N., S.C. ).
White-crowned Forktail

Enicurus /eschenaulti

First noted at Khao Yai on May 1st, 1966 (E.C.D., M.W.W. ).
It has been collected since by Nai SOMTOB in December 1966, and
seen in June 1967. It was first seen up a small side stream, not far
above the site of a previous nest of the Slaty-backed Forktail
(Enicurus schistaceus). It is surmised that this species has previously
been overlooked, and that this bird was at the lower limit of its
range. This is based on the assumption that, as in Northern Thailand,
it lives upstream of Enicurus schistaceus and hence its main range
would, at Khao Yai, be the small streams running down the slopes of
hills like Khao Khieow, Khao Laem etc. To underline that this is an
assumption it is worth mentioning that in Malaya Enicurus leschenaulti
occurs downstream of Enicurus rufjicapillus which in turn occurs
downstream of Enicurus schistaceus!
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Grey Bush Chat

Saxicola jerrea

One record of a male seen near the Forestry Department
Bungalow on 27th December 1964 (E.C.D., P.F.C.).
Black-browed Flycatcher-Warbler

Seicercus burkii

The fi·rst records for Khao Yai were birds taken in mist nets by
Nai SOMTOB in October 1966; other individuals were seen in the Park
the following December. It is probably a regular winter visitor,
though perhaps in small numbers.
Yellow-browed-Warbler

Phylloscopus inornatus

In previous publications the various Willow-or Leaf Warblers
were treated as a group for they are very difficult to identify with
certainty in the field. It was however thought likely that the bulk of
the birds seen were of this species. One bird of this species was
mist-netted by Nai SOMTOB early in December 1966.
Blyth's Leaf Warbler

Phylloscopus reguloides

One was taken at Khao Yai by Nai SOMTOB on 25.10.66. This
appears to represent the first record for the species for eastern
Thailand.
Yellow-breasted Leaf Warbler

Phylloscopus ricketti

Two records of single birds seen. One on 26.12.64, the second
on 5.12.65. Bo~h birds were well seen by the author.
Little Pied Flycatcher

Muscicapa westermani

Reported by TUBB in December 1964, and again in May 1965. ·
No further details available.
Pale-blue Flycatcher

Muscicapa unicolor

A male was seen on 5.12.65 by Colonel VINCENT and the
author, and the species has also been reported by TUBB for December
1964.
Paradise Flycatcher

Terpsiphone paradisi

This species was netted by Dr. NELSON at Khao Yai in October
1966 and a male was collected by Nai SOMTOB in early December
that year. There appear to be no other records .
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Grey-backed Shrike

Lanius tephronotus

Seen by BRINDLEY and TUBB in December 1964.
records.
Yellow-backed Sunbird
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No other

Aethopyga siparaja

First recorded by Dr. NELSON who netted it in August 1966.
Seen also by KING in July 1967.
Thick-billed Flowerpecker

Dicaeum agile

Seen by KING in July 1967.
YeJJow-vented Flowerpecker

Dicaeum chrysorrheum

Reported by TUBB in December 1964, and again by KING in
July 1967.
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker

Dicaeum ignipectus

This species is probably present all the year round. It is bard
to see, and, when found , bard to identify a s there is almost no trace
of a reddish spot on the breast. The male looks dark blue above and
white below with a bl ack streak of greater or lesser extent down the
centre of the abdomen. I have no notes on female plumage nor do I
recall having observed such a bird. Earlier records of unidentified
birds which were certainl y this have been mislaid so that the months
for which it is listed in the table do not convey its regular ity. It is
the commonest flo werpecker on the Khao Yai plateau.

Corrections to the previous Park list:
White-vented Spinetail Swift

Chaetura cochinchinensis

After examination of skins it has become evident that the birds
seen by J.A TUBB and myself and assigned to this species may have
been Chaetura caudacuta, a rarer species that was at that time not
recorded for Thailand. The distinctions between C. caudacuta and
C. cochinchinensis are such that they would be fairly evident in the field
and they would correspond with what we saw. Some literature treats
these two as conspecific however and it may have been thus that we
arrived at the wrong identification. In the circumstances it seems
best to withdraw this record.
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Megalaima asiatica

A re-examination of the records shows that all records of Biuethroated Barbels from the Park, except some of the very earliest,
relate to Megalaima incognita and since this became clear I have made
a point of checking carefully each Barbet that I have seen well enough
to identify-all have been M. incognita. It has been suggested that
M. asiatica and M. incognita are mutually exclusive over most of their
ranges. It now appears that Kbao Yai is no exception, and that the
earlier records of M. asiatica must have been erroneous.
Lesser Cuckoo-Shrike

Cm·acina fimbriata

All the Grey-birds or Cuckoo-Shrikes seen in the Park appear
to have been C. melaschista and not C. fimbriata as previously suggested.
Clarification of this is thanks to the paper by Captain J. DELACOUR.

Criniger ochraceus
The separation of C. ochraceus from C. pallidus is by no means

Ochraceous Bulbul

easy. It is now however clear, thanks to speciments taken by Nai
SOMTOB CHAIYAPHUN, that the birds listed as Crininger ochraceus
(and in 1963 as C. tephrogenys) should be assigned to C. pallidus.

Seasonal Distribution of all species now know from Khao Yai National
Park:
The following tables represent an up-to-date revision of the
"Preliminary List of the Birds of Khao Yai National Park " (Dickinson
1963) with the addition of known data regarding months of occurence.
Birds taken by SMITH (see DICKINSON 1963 p. 204) are not included.
A number of doubtful records have been omitted, these either
did not get into print in previous articles, were in brackets in previous
papers, or have been withd rawn above or in previous notes: the
following list includes one species Lophura nycthemera for which no
month is listed. The original record though without date is accepted
and is supported by such evidence as feathers that have been found
more than once in the Park. It also lists the Hemipodes toge.ther, for
though two species T. tanki and T. suscitator have been identified most
records are not definable to species.
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Anhinga melanogaster
Butorides striatus
Ardeola ralloides
Bubulcus ibis
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
Elanus caeruleus
Pernis ptilorhynchus
Accipiter badius
Accipiter tri·virgatus
Butastur liventer
Spizaetus nipalensis
lctinaetus malayensis
!cthyophaga ichthyaetus
Ci reus melarzoleucos
Spilomis cheela
Microhierax caerulescens
Falco tinnuculus
Francolinus pintadeanus
Laphura nycthemera
Gal/us gallus
Turnix sp.
Charadrius dubius
Chlidonias leucopterus
Treron sphenura
Treron curvisostra
Treron pompadora
Ducula aenea
Ducula badia
Macropygia unchall
Streptopelia chinensis
'
Chalcophaps indica
Psittawla alexandri
Loriculus vernalis
Sumicu lus lugubris
Phaenicophaeus tristis
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Cent ropus sinensis
Centropus toulou
Otus spilocephalus
Otus ba!?kamoena
Ketupa zeylonemis
Glaucidium cuculoides
Glaucidium brodiei
Athene brama
Eurostopodus macrotis
Caprimltlgus macrurus
Caprimulgus affmis
Chaetura gigantea
Apus p acificus
Cypsiurus parvus
Harpactes oreskios
Harpactes erythrocephalus
Alcedo atthis
Alcedo meninting
Lacedo pulchella
Halcyon smyrnensis
Merops leschenaulti
Meraps philippinus
Nlerops viridi s
Nyctyornis athertoni
Coracias benghalensis
Eurystomus orientalis
Rhyticeros undulatus
Anthracoceros albirostris
Buceros bicornis
Megalaima zeylanica
Megalaima Jaiost ricta
Megalaima incognita
Megalaima australis
Micropternus brachyurus
Picus vittalus
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Picus chlorolophus
Dinopium javanense
Meiglyptes jugularis
Hemicircus canente
Chrysocolaptes lucidus
Eurylaimus javanicus
Serilophus lunatus
Psarisomus dalhousiae
Pitta cyanea
Hirundo rustica
Hirundo daurica
Delichon sp.
Hemipus picatus
Tephrodornis virgatus
Coracina melaschista
Pericrocotus roseus
Pericrocotus divaricatus
Periaocotus cinnamomeus
Pericrocotus fiammeus
Aegithina tiphia
Chloropsis aurifrons
Chloropsi s cochinchinen~i s
Pycnonotus atriceps
Pycnonotus melanicterus
Pycnonotus jocosus
Pycnonotus aurigaster
Pycnonotus finlaysoni
Cl'iniger pallidus
Hypsipetes propinquus
Hypsi'petes fiavala
Dicrurus leucophaeus
Dicrurus aeneus
Dicrurus hottentotus
Dicrurus paradiseus
' Oriolus chinensis
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Oriolus trai/lii
Irerza pue/la
Cissa chinensi s
Corvus macrorhynchus
Melanochlora sultanea
Sitta frontalis
Pellorneum ruficeps
Trichastoma abbatti
Pomatorhinus schisticeps
Macronous gularis
Garrulax monilegerus
Garrulax leucolophus
Garrulax chinensis
Pteruthius fiaviscapis
Pteruthius aenobarbus
Yuhina zantholeuca
Erithacus cyane
Copsychus malabaricus
Enicurus schistaceus
Enicurus leschenaulti
Saxicola torquata
Saxicola Jerrea
Montico/a gularis
Montico/a solitarius
Myophonus caeruleus
Turdus obscurus
Seicercus burkii
Phylloscopus sp.
Phylloscopus inornatus
Phyllascopus reguloides
Phylloscopus ricketti
Orthotomus sutorius
Orthotomus atrogularis
Prinia rufescens
Prinia subjlava
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Prinia fiaviventris
Cisticola exi/is
Muscicapa latirostris
Muscicapa tlzalassina
Muscicapa parva
Muscicapa westermani
Muscicapa sundara
Muscicapa unicolor
Muscicapa banyumas
Culicicapa ceylonensis
Hypothymis azurea
Terpsiphone paradisi
Motacilla alba
Motacilla caspica
Dendronanthus indicus
Anthus hodgumi
Anthus novaeseelandiae
Artamus fuscus
Lanius cristatus
Lanius tephronotus
Sturnus malabaricus
Sturnus tristis
Sturnus javanicus
Ampeliceps coronatus
Gracula religiosa
Anthreptes singalensis
Aethopyga saturata
Aethopyga siparaja
Arachnothera longi rostra
Dicaeum agile
Dicaeum chrysorrheum
Dicaeum cruentatum
Dicaeum ignipectus
Zosterops pal pebrosa
Lonchura striata
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