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The fate of the animals on the preceding lists is the sad result of 

a chain of events. Not only is it tragic when a species of animal dis­

appears from the earth, but the animals who had once depended on this 

species must either adjust or die, causing a chain reaction which may be 

detrimental to the people' who brought it on. For instance, a farmer 

decides that the reason be does not have more chickens is because the 

hawks have been eating them . He then comes to the conclusion that if 

be killed the hawks be could get more chickens . So, be proceeds to kill 

every hawk he sees. By doing this he also destroys the natural preda­

tors of the rats who were also eating his chickens. When the rice harvest 

comes in, he is surprised to find half of it eaten by the field mice who 

had also been controlled by the hawks. To sum it all up, the farmer 

lost a lot of property by merely killing a few natural predators. There­

fore, I believe if we are going to study the conservation of wildlife, we 

should include the reasons why many of these animals are dying out. 

To begin with, the primary reason that these animals are disappear­

ing is because man is killing them for food. Then, the horns of many of 
these animals and all of the body parts of the rhinoceros are believed to 
have healing powers, so some animals are killed purely to procure the 
medicines they possess. A third reason why many animals are disappear­
ing in North Thailand is because man is accidently poisoning them. For 
instance, often the people will poison the streams to get the fish living in 
the streams; (this in itself is very short-sighted for in the next year 
there will be no fish to even poison.). However, not only do they kill the 
fish but they also unknowingly kill the frogs, crawfish, snails, crabs, and 
many of the other animals that drink in the stream. Also, at one time 
there were vultures that fed on the dead dogs of the cities, but when the 
cities began the program of poisoning the stray dogs, the vultures became 
poisoned as well, until there are no more vultures in North Thailand. 

Another reason for the disappearance of many species of wildlife 
is that man is cutting down large areas of virgin forests in North Thai­
land. These forests have been the ancestral home of many animals for 
centuries upon centuries. When man cuts these forests, he destroys the 
soil by planting his crops and by allowing erosion to run rampant. Also, 
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worse, all but a few people in high government positions do not care 
about this resource. There are a few people who are trying to combat 
the ignorance and indifference. Two of these are Dr. Boonsong Lekhakul, 
a Thai naturalist, and Harold Young, the curator of the Cbiengmai Zoo. 
Their efforts through talks, lectures, and books have brought about the 
establishment of a few reserves, but a much stronger and more enthusias­
tic effort will be needed to save the wildlife in North Thai land . 
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